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INFORMATION NOTE ON THE PROGRESS OF UNITED NATIONS ACTIVITIES IN THE
PREPARATION OF THE NEW INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

b
1. At its thirty-third session the United Nations General
Assembly agreed the preparation of a New International Development
Strategy for the 1980s.. In resolution 33/193 of January 1979 it
established the guidelines on which the Strategy should be based and
set up a Preparatory Committee which would,bejre5ponsib1e for preparing
a draft resolution which the General Assembly will consider at a
special session to be held in August 1980. L
2. The Economic Commission for. Latin America, at its eighteenth
session in La Paz (April 1979), adopted resolution 386 (XVIII) on
contributions by CEPAL for the formulation of the New International
Development Strategy, which requested the secretariat of the Commission
to actively support the Latin American Group which would participate
in the work of the Preparatory Committee and to prepare a regional
action plan aimed at instrumenting the implementation of the New
IDS in Latin America.

Pursuant to these mandates, the Commission has. collaborated .
actively with the Latin American Group in New York througp documents
and notes in which it has put forward the secretariat's ideas as
regards the goals and objectives, policies, instruments and
machinery of appraisal which the New IDS should contain. Among the
contributions prepared were the documents "Latin America and the
New International Development Strategy: goals and objectives”
(E/CEPAL/L.210) and “"Notes for the Latin American Group, New York,
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on the instrumentation, review and appraisal of- the NewkInternational
Development Stnategy".t These doouments were”disoussed’With the
members of the Latin American Group in New York on the occasion of
the meetings o%“the Preparatorj Committee, both in official meetings
ofhthe:Latin Ameriean Group andvin infornal'working seSSions. Also
pursuant to the above-mentloned resolutlons 33/193 and 386 (XVIII),
the Executlve Secretary of the Commlsslon, Mr. Enr1que V Ig1e51as,
exp1a1ned the secretarlat's point of view to the Preparatory Committee
at 1ts second meeting. |

3. The Preparatory Commlttee has now met‘on f1ve occassions

(2- 13 Aprll 11-22 June and 17 21 September 1979, and 11-29 February
and lh 25 Apr11 1980) and has planned a f1na1 group of meetings

from 2- 20 June of th1s year. 4 .

At 1ts flrst session the Commlttee cons1dered matters of a
general nature connected w1th the nature and sCope of the New IDS.
In pr1n01ple, it was planned that this would con51st of a preamble
and special chapters on goals andiobjectives,'poiieies, review and
appraisal and mobilization of public opinion.

:As.regards the nature oflthe'IDS, the Group of 77.mentioned
the need of givdng'the Strategy the nature of an international |
commitment intended’to pronote and guarantee the deveiopment of
the developing countrles.: The deveioped market economy countries’
for their part stressed the difficulties they were facing and
observed that thls would mean that they would organize their

efforts accoding.touthe possibilities of the oonjunoture.‘ They
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therefore considered that at least during the early years of the
decade the growth of the developing countries would basically depend
on their own efforts.

During the second session, work was concentrated on the
statements made to the Committee by the executive secretaries of
the regional economic commissions and the directors of United Natiomns
specialized agencies. Communications from non-governmental bodies
and United Nations technical studies were also received.

At the third session the preamble was discussed. After a
number of sessions a preliminary draft preamble was agreed upon,.
containing numerous paragraphs the adoption of which is pending
subsequent discussions.

At the fourth session the chapter on goals and objectives was
reviewed. The Group of 77 formulated a draft as a basis for
 discussion. Finally document CRP 1 was drawn up on 29 February 1980;
this doqument, which is enclosed, contains the position of the 77
and the counter-proposals by the rest of the countries.

In the discussions great importance was attributed to the
subject of the structural change in international economic relations
and the possible rate of growth of the process of change. The
Group of 77 mentioned the need to speed up substantially the
transformation of the world economy by increasing the pace of growth
of the developing countries and achieving greater Symmetry in .
world production and trade. The developed countries considered

that this structural transformation was difficult to achieve in
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the short term and that in the present 01rcumstances it would be
more reallstlc to 11m1t expectatlons, at least for the first five years.

At the fifth session the chapter on policy measures was discussed.
As in the case of goals and»objectives the‘Group of 77 presented a
- working document which served as a gulde for the d1scusslons.

On the ba51s of thls study and the counter-proPosals and additions
from the rest of the countrles the documept "Synoptic table on the
pelicy measures of the new intetnatiohal’development strategy" was
brought out on 24 April 1980, this’dooument is enclosed. Preliminary
discussions were also held on the suhject of review‘and appraisal.

Among the subjects most discussed were those connected with
the amount of externai aid; energy and structural and_institutional
changes at the national and international levels.

As regards the amount of external aid, the Group of 77 mentiohed
both aggregate targets (0.7 to 1% of the product of the developed
countries) and the creation of financial funds devoted to specific
objectiues.

Both the developed market econohy countries and the countries with
centrally planned economies and a higher income level seem
unw1111ng to take on deflnlte commltments, and although they explicitly
express their intention of 1ncrea51ng aid, generally speaking they do
not wish to name a figure, at least for the moment.

As regafds energy, the‘discussion once again reflected the
difficulties which have come to light in the negotiations in other

forums., The rationalization of consumption and the search for
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alternative sources of energy and their financing were discussed;
however, other polemical aspects were not considered, since the
Group of 77 was of the opinion that they should be reviewed in the
context of the global negotiations.

The Group of 77 upholds the need for reforms at the international
level affecting, inter alia, industrial, agricultural, commercial
and monetary policies. The developed market economy countries
consider that specific negotiations on these topics, especially as
regards reforms of institutions and regulations should take place
in other contexts. The developed countries also consider that the
implementation of internal economic and social reforms in developing
countries should be included. In this regard the Group of 77 considers
that an international strategy cannot affect the principle of state
sovereignty.

In any case it should be noted invconnextion with these matters
that at the April meetings a certain level of agreement was achieved
in the chapter on social policies.

At the last meeting of the Preparatory Committee it was agreed
to request the Chairman of the Committee to prepare a text which,
based on the documents on goals and objectives and policy measures,
could serve as a basis for the discussions of the last session which

will take place from 2-20 June.
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