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o f%A'Séminar on Historical Demngaphy was held from July 23
to 27, 1973, at CELADE headquarters in Santiago, This meet =
ing was fhe culmination of a first experimental and explora -
tory phase in the vast fleld in whlch demography and hlstory
moet.‘ In fact,,s1nce 1965 CELADE ‘had had varled, though not
constant, concerns with the study of demographlc facts from
the past, sponsoring semlnars on methodology in this fleld,
iocei#ing‘postgraduate follow students in Economlc History,
and delivorlpg special courses on baslc-demography for his -

.‘torians.n

From a workshop in which the methodology proposed by
Professor Louis Henry wos examined, it was decided to explore
more thoroughly the field of historical demography. It was
agreed to start from fundamental questions, which being
resolved in.- grcater or lesser degree would make several of
its researchers familiar wifh the problems,  techniques, and
possibilities of the historical point of view on the study of
popglation. The serv1ces of the hlstorlan Professor Rolando
Me;}afo! expert 1n the Latln Amerlcan Records as well as in
the area of»curront hlstorlography, were requlred.‘ In later
meetings an\aped{of work was programmed for the yeor 1972, a
piogramme which was devoted to obtain a panorana of the ’

_docunentary sources available for historical demogrdphy?i

’Thﬁs, a-program of bibliographical tracing and locali -
zation of docunents useful to historical derography in the
seven countries selected for study was organized, These
countries were Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colonbia,

Mexico and. Peru, The pre-selection was nade on -the basis of
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their denographic past and several present eonditions favorable
10 the investigation to be attenpted. The work was accon -
plished basically by correspondents and collaborators who
received a guide bock on the nmethodological aspect of the
docunent as well as on the way of collecting sources and
estinating the quality and condition of the docunentary repo-
sitories to be visited, CELADE's ains when concerning itself
with this protracted archival search can be surnarized in the

followiné points:

1. "To have descriptlve and representatlve samples, fron one

or several places,'of abundant written testlmony on populo -

. . s .. Pl o s e, . e
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tion in the past;
2. to possess a’ qualltatlve descriptlon of the type of data
that these sources contaln,' B o e
3, to use the qualltatlve ond’quantitative descriptions of
the docunents to try out several historical~denographic metho—
dologies; '

4, - to becone acquainted with.the‘existenoe and conditions of
access to one or nore regions well supplied with historical-
dentiographic material, with views to an eventual progran of
research; and

5 to have a general idea of the preservation of these

archives and the existing,faoilities for consulting then. .

Its exploratory splrlt and the fact that it is the flrst
proaect of this kind carrlcd out in Latin Anerica could have
produced uncertain results, However, the work was conpleted
as planned, although with some errors and onissions stenning
especially fron renoteness of coordirotion and fron the'poor
condition and dispersion of the records. In less than a year,
an appreciable quantity of local reports that described the
useful docunentation in rather extensive areas of the region
was nade available, At this point of the project it was
necessary to nake an evaluation of what had been accounplished

and, even nore inportant, it seened useful to reflect on the
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" réal possibilities and thé significance of future déti#ity'in
~historical derography in Latin Arerica. To 4o this CELADE
calledmgvmegﬁing,fwhich,we{will_report here on- and invited
.qualified resecarchers IronlEurdpe, the:United'States,,andA -
-sevéral»Lafin inerican couﬁtries‘w;u‘x<; - _’ ,1 RSty
= " 'It'is inportant to enphasize that the seninar organized
by CELADE attained Tore than to evaluate the research on its’
"findifstage,yté‘¢bhsiaér‘Other‘nunerous‘questicns-thattWere'
‘generally“in accord with the objectives set forth in'the
'conﬁérsdfioné“brébeding‘the'initiationzéf the project. Thus,
“we dould-say that there were at least three areas with dif -
“ferent thenatic content, although they were not perfectly
~explicit in' the naterial prograLned for each session,
~a)-_Exanination of.the reports, with methodological
cdmplications,: i.iiiliw gl oordil o Loaba L
~b) . present and. future of historical deLogrﬁphy on the -
-Contlnent,»and

c) preservatlon of. the docunents and its acceslblllty.

- The seminar was carried out in an atnosphere of great -
~understanding and frankness, which nade it possible tc adapt’
1thé'biogrén-to'thé’needs of each topic. However, the proce-
“dure accepted by oll was first to discuss the reports by
“cbﬁhtfies,*hddinglﬁqd~taking out' what appeared qualitatively’
’bhd*quantitbiivély useful for the document, but trying to’

- separate the strlctly nethodological questions that were to
be discussed on neetings devoted entirely to that subject.’

. Topics related to the exarination of the present and future

~ situation of historical demography were left for the last .
sessions, thereby confusing then to a certain extent with the
final°feconmendations., The discussion on the preservation of
the docunents was brought ud following the ueetipgs devoted

to the nethodological problensg,

~“~The Ffive days of sessions left a very interesting’ scope

which we shall synthe ize 1n the follow1nﬁ paragraphs,
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grouping the supjectslgqvered’agcording to the above mentioned

areas rather than to tpeﬁprger they were given in the meetings.

"g) The discussion of the reports and of a summary which
had been specially prepared, allowed to complete the regilonal
penorama of the existing documents.-and the recognition of
other,argas not contemplated in the owriginal investigation as
well as of research work that had been carried out, or are in
pfogfess,’on regigns included in the sample. From the study.
on documentary typology clear indications resulted for possi-
: ble lines of demographic investigation, as expressed in the
reglonal information contained in many of the reports.
Prlorlt;es_were‘not_establlshed, but the lack of studies on

migration'and on yital population movepents”werevemphasized,

Considerations on the quality, variety, and quantity of
data that are possible to obtain with sufficient abundance
from the remaining documents of the colonial period, neces-
sarily brought a repeated methodological discussion. This
fell especiolly upon the techniques of collection and elabo~
~ration. Again the old question of>the inadequacy of the
methodology currently used to study and analyze societies .
demographically different to thernes of Latin America arose,
question based on the diverse ways of historically keeping
the direct and indirect records on population, togefher with
the enonmous variety and discontinuity of such records. wlth
respect to ¥his ot least three fundomental questions were
clearly established:

1) The necessity of putting together a methodological manual
adapted to historical Latin American reality.: R
2) The utility of unifying typologically the variety of
documents and perhaps even of moving forward With a project

of codification in this respect, and

3) the convenience of giving priority to several sectors of
documents in restricted monographic investigations, without

necessarily attempting tqﬂspecify’gll thq}pqssibilities of
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denographic analysis focussing then on a deternined town or
areg.  This inportant suggestion would contradiet the tradi-.
tional tendency of historical denography not only in-the -
Continent. but also in Europe., - v .10

“I% should be pointed out that the docunentary variables

noted above, and that abparéntly:cbuld be a disturbing factor’
in points 1) and 3), are only reglonal rodalities fron 51ng1e
patterns and unifornities deranded by the Spahish and
Portupguese Crowns for the better adninistration of their
colonies. The.docunentary variety would then be in great.

neasﬁre counteracted by adninistrative unity..

D) By‘ekaﬂihinthhé’bresent7ahd future state of the
study on historical Jenography in LatinvAﬁerica, a total lack
- of coordination in the” nrou s or persons dedicated to this -
study, became very clear. ‘Thig lack of ¢orrunication involves
other problens such as thé lack of.ﬁnifbrnity in the nethods
~and the wasterbf cunulative nethodolog 1cal experience, Thus,
there is a vreat loss of effort and experlenc and the results

of such investigations cannot be compared anong therselves.

_ : In accordancc Wlth thesu probleas, theindjority‘of‘théhi
partlclpants present at the Worklng Group, complalned of the
enonmous alfflcultles they nust suffer to obtain flnanclal
‘assistance to carry out the research work which is normally
expen51ve ana long term.k Tonether w1th the Uoor resources,
the absence of technlcal a581stance was the other great def1 -
cmency mentloned in thls sense.w It was mentloned that a ﬂood
;number of sem1~e1aborated pagers, and even sone alreauy
fini'shed ones, ‘havé never been published or the authors did not
want td‘publisﬁ:thém because they were aware they neéded the
advice of a SPécialiZed denogfaphér.{"cthérs,'who 1id not
prétend'to undertake a complete démobravhié anaiygisg had
never published the results of their investibatlons simply uue

to lack of resources., = e TR T SRR
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All the problens nmentioned here ecall to the urgency of
creating or taking advantage of an already existing insti- -
tution with a gocd internal organization and technical staff
as well as financiel stability and international connections
‘and that could. sgonsor, nove, and eoordinate the scattered
and . dlsordered efforts -of historical derography. . ?hose
present at the neeting deliberations unaninously regquested
CELADE to assune this role. |

Previous to the conversations on this subject, and
"during then, CELADE had very clearly expressed through its
Direcfor and other representatives that it was not CELADE's
specific work to have important concern in historical deno =
graphy and that it could not assune a constant initiative
that excluded 6ﬁher_institutions in this field. However,
CELADE's interest iﬁ“the;littleedefined and little-~known
scope of historical denmography was greatly shown, It ié not
nerely a scientific curiosity but also the necessity to broad-
eﬁ the field of studies on population changes and to attenpt
methods;of denographic analysis in societies which due to poor
quantitative data as well as for their stage of deve}ppment
could have had a gredf réscLbldhcé with sone regioné in the
_«Contlnent . Therefore, CDLADE tenporarlly acceated the role
of Lov1nn ~as has been 101nn until now- the orbanlzatlon of
historlcal JeLonraghy studles w1th the falth or at least the
hope, that in a near future thls work shouldl be undertaken by
other orﬁanlzatlons. It was nade clear that the 1dual was to

have an actlve co-partlclpation Lore than a 51ng1e dlrectorate.

c) The Ureservatlon of rouv;nts and access to recorés
was another of the topics discussed in the Leetlnb, toking into
account that when they wene neniioned it was understand they
were not organized docunentary repositories but an accunulation
of docunents without any order nor care on their preservation.
This discussion rotated on three points necessorily dependent
anong then: the lack of files to house the great quantity of

useful papers, e¢specially fhe religicus ones; the disorganizo-
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tion of the already established records, where there is a

lack of rational organization, as indexes, guides, etc.; the
little accessibility to some records and, finally, the dis -
persion of‘many of the repositories. These last observations
affect especially the religious records, which include import-
ant testimonies such as the vital population movements during

the period.

The last session was devoted to the conclusions and
recommendations., A Latin American Coordinating Committee was
created which would be represented by Professor Marfa Luiza
Marcilio of Brazil, Professor Nicolds Sdnchez Albornoz of the
New York University, and Professor Rolando Mellafe of Chile;

a representative of Mexico would join then afterwards. The
Committee would be in charge of coordinating and moving

efforts so as to improve the research conditions in the field

of historical demography, publishing an Information Bulletin
whose publication and distribution would be momentarily CELADE's

responsibility.

CELADE also offered to promote the preservation of the
documents useful to demography, for which, among other things,
would improve the plan for creating a Data Bank for this
material, Finally, and as a high priority task, CELADE would
attempt an experimental pilot research project on Historical
Demography in Latin America. This project would be structured

around four ideas:

1) Exploitation of investigations in progress or already
completed, which would imply technical assistance,

2) Initiation of new research work in more than one place
of the region.

3)' Research and tentative application of new methodelo-
gies.

4) Methodological divulgement through seminars, meetings,

courses, and the publication of a manual.



