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.-"A seminar on H is t o r ic a l  Demography was held  from Ju ly 23 

to 27 , 1973» at CELADE headquarters in  San tiago , Th is m e e t ­
in g  was the cu lm ination  o f a f i r s t  experim enta l and exp lora  -  
to ry  phase in  the va s t f i e l d  in  which demography and h is to ry  

meet. In  fa c t ,  s ince 1965 CEIADE had had v a r ie d , though not 
constan t, concerns w ith the study o f demographic fa c ts  from 

the past, sponsoring seminars on methodology in  th is  f i e l d ,  
r e c e iv in g  postgraduate fo l lo w  students in  Economic H is to ry , 

and d e l iv e r in g  sp ec ia l courses on basic demography fo r  h is  -  
to r in n s .

From a workshop in  which the methodology proposed by 

P ro fe s s o r  Lou is Henry was examined, i t  was decided to exp lore  

more thorough ly the f i e l d  o f  h is t o r ic a l  demography. I t  was 

agreed to s ta r t  from fundamental qu estion s , which being 
reso lved  in  g re a te r  or le s s e r  degree would make s eve ra l o f 

i t s  resea rch ers  fa m il ia r  w ith  the problems, techn iques, and 

p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f the h is t o r ic a l  po in t o f v iew  on the study o f 

popu la tion . T h e .s e rv ic e s  o f  the h is to r ia n  P ro fe s s o r  Rolando 

M e lla fe ,  expert in  the L a t in  American Records as w e ll as in  

the area o f cu rren t h is to r io g ra p h y , were req u ired . In  la t e r  
m eetings an area o f work was programmed fo r  the year 1972, a 

programme which v/as devoted to ob ta in  a panorama o f the 

documentary sources a v a ila b le  f o r  h is t o r ic a l  demography,,

Thus, a program o f b ib lio g ra p h ic a l tra c in g  and lo c u l i  -  
za t ion  o f documents u se fu l to h is t o r ic a l  demography in  the 
seven cou n tr ies  se le c ted  fo r  study was o rgan ized . These 

cou n tr ies  were A rgen tin a , B o l iv ia ,  B r a z i l ,  C h ile , Colombia, 
Mexico and. Peru, The p r e -s e le c t io n  was mode on the basis  o f
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th e ir  denographic past and s e v e ra l p resen t con d ition s  fa v o ra b le  

to  the in v e s t ig a t io n  to be attem pted . The work was accon -  

p lish ed  b a s ic a l ly  by correspondents and c o lla b o ra to r s  who. 
re c e iv e d  a guide book on the m eth odo log ica l aspect o f the 
document as w e ll as on the way o f  c o l le c t in g  sources and 

es tim a tin g  the q u a lity  and co n d it ion  o f the documentary repo­

s i t o r ie s  to be v i s i t e d .  CELADE’ s aims when concern ing i t s e l f  

w ith  th is  p ro tra c ted  a rc h iv a l search con be summarized in  the 

fo l lo w in g  p o in ts : i ■ v ’ . ; i ,: v̂

1, ' To have d e s c r ip t iv e  and r e p re s e n ta t iv e  samples, from one 

or s e ve ra l p la ces , o f  abundant w r it te n  testim ony on popula -  
t io n  in  the past;

2. to possess a q u a l i ta t iv e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  the type o f data 

that these sources con ta in ;

5. to use the q u a l i ta t iv e  and q u a n t ita t iv e  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f 

the documents to t r y  out s e v e ra l h is to r ica l-d em og ra p h ic  metho­
d o lo g ie s ; . i -, - ; .

4, to become acquainted w ith  the ex is ten ce  and con d ition s  o f

access to one or more reg io n s  w e ll supp lied  w ith  h is t o r i c a l -  

demographic m a te r ia l, w ith  view s to an even tu a l program o f 
resea rch ; and :

5. to have a gen era l idea  o f  the p re se rv a t io n  o f  these 

a rch ive s  and the e x is t in g  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  con su ltin g  them.

I t s  ex p lo ra to ry  s p i r i t  and the fa c t  that i t  i s  the f i r s t  

p r o je c t  o f th is  kind c a rr ied  out in  L a tin  America could have 
produced u ncerta in  r e s u lt s .  However, the work was completed 
as planned, a lthough w ith  some e r ro rs  and om issions stemming 

e s p e c ia l ly  from remoteness o f  co o rd in a tio n  and from the poor 

co n d it ion  and d isp e rs ion  o f the reco rd s . In  le s s  than a y ea r, 

an ap p rec iab le  qu an tity  o f  lo c a l  rep o r ts  that described  the 

u se fu l documentation in  ra th e r  ex ten s iv e  areas o f  the reg ion  

was made a v a i la b le .  At th is  p o in t o f the p ro je c t  i t  was 
necessary to make an eva lu a tion  o f  what had been accomplished 

and, even more im portan t, i t  seemed u se fu l to r e f l e c t  on the
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r e a l  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  and thè. s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  fu tu re  a c t i v i t y  in  

h is t o r ic a l  denography in  L a tin  A n erica . To do th is  CELALE 

c a lle d  a n e e t in g —which we w i l l  rep o r t  here on~ and in v ite d  

q u a l i f ie d  resea rch ers  frou ,E u rope, the United S ta tes , and 

s e ve ra l L a tin  Anerican cou n tries * ' ; i  .

i t  i s  in p orta n t to eaphasize th a t the seninar organ ized  
by CELALE a tta in ed  nore than to eva lu a te  the ’ research  on i t s '  

f in a i  stage,* to consider o th er nunerous questions that were 

g e n e ra lly  in  accord w ith  the o b je c t iv e s  set fo r th  in 'th e  

con versa tion s  'preceding the in i t i a t i o n  o f  the p r o je c t .  Thus, 

we could* say fh a t  th ere were a t le a s t  th ree  areas w ith  d i f  -  

fe r e n t  th en a tic  con ten t, a lthough they were not p e r fe c t ly  
e x p l i c i t  in  the n a to r ia l  progranned fo r  each sess ion ,

. A:) . -E xan in a tion , o f ■ th®. ?epc»i'ts, w ith  n e th o d o lo g ic a l
in p l ie a t io n s ,  i 5..,,- r .

: . p resen t and; fu tu re  o f h is t o r ic a l  denography on the ,

C on tin en t, - and -, ; - — -

c ) -p re s e rv a t io n  o f  the docuuents and i t s  a c c e s ib i l i t y .

:—  The sènih ’àr v/as c a rr ied  out in  an atnosphere o f  g rea t * 

understanding and frankness, v/hich node i t  p o ss ib le  to adapt 
the progran- to the needs o f each to p ic ,  Hov/ever, the p roce­

dure accepted by a l l  vras f i r s t  to d iscuss the rep o r ts  by 

cou n tries ,-add in g- and ■ tak in g  out 'v/hat appeared q u a l i t a t iv e ly  

and q u a n t ita t iv e ly  u se fu l fo r  the docunent, but t ry in g  to ' 
separate the s t r i c t l y  n e th o d o lo g ic a l questions th a t were to 

be discussed- on n estin gs  devoted e n t ir e ly  to  that su b jec t. 

Topics_ re la ted , to .th e-exan in a tion  o f  the p resen t, and fu tu re  
s itu a t io n  o f  h is .to r ic a l denography were l e f t  fo r  the la s t  ■ 

sess ion s , th ereby  con fusing then to  a c e r ta in  ex ten t v/ith the 

f in a l  reconuendations. The d iscu ss ion  on the p re se rva t io n  o f 
the docunents was brought up fo llo v/ in g  the n es tin gs  devoted 

to the netho .do log ica l p rob lens .

"-^'The f i v e  days o f  sess ions l e f t  a ve ry  in te r e s t in g  scope, 

which we sh a ll syn th es ize  in. the fo l lo w in g  paragraphs,
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grouping the su b jects  covered accord ing to the above mentioned 

areas ra th er than to  th e .o rd e r  they were g iven  in  the m eetings.

■' a ) The d iscu ss ion  o f  the rep o r ts  and -of a summary which 

had been s p e c ia l ly  prepared, a llow ed  to complete the re g io n a l 
panorama o f the e x is t in g  documents and the re c o g n it io n  o f 

o ther areas not contem plated in  the o r ig in a l  in v e s t ig a t io n  as 

w e ll as o f  research  work that had been ca rr ied  ou t, or are in  
p rog ress , on reg ion s  included in  the sample. Prom the study, 

on documentary typ o logy  c le a r  in d ic a t io n s  re su lted  fo r  p o ss i­

b le  l in e s  o f demographic in v e s t ig a t io n ,  as expressed in  the 
r e g io n a l in fo rm ation  contained in  many o f the re p o r ts . 
P r i o r i t i e s  were not e s ta b lish ed , but the la ck  o f s tu d ies  on 

m ig ra tion  and on v i t a l  popu la tion  movements were emphasized.

C onsidera tions on the q u a lity ,  v a r ie t y ,  and qu an tity  o f 

data that are p o ss ib le  to ob ta in  w ith  s u f f ic ie n t  abundance 

from the rem aining documents o f the c o lo n ia l  p e r iod , neces­

s a r i ly  brought a repeated  m eth od o log ica l d iscu ss ion . This 
f e l l  e s p e c ia l ly  upon the techniques o f c o l le c t io n  and e labo­
r a t io n . Again the old  question  o f  the inadequacy o f the 

methodology cu rren tly  used to study and analyze s o c ie t ie s  

dem ograph ica ily  d i f f e r e n t  to  the ones o f  L a tin  America a rose, 

question  based on the d iv e rs e  v/ays o f h is t o r i c a l l y  keeping 

the d ir e c t  and in d ir e c t  reco rds  on popu la tion , to g e th er  w ith 

the enonmous v a r ie t y  and d is c o n t in u ity  o f  such reco rd s . \Vith 
resp ec t to th is  a t le a s t  th ree fundamental questions were 

c le a r ly  es ta b lish ed ; .. - :

1) The n eces s ity  o f  p u ttin g  to g e th e r  a m ethodo log ica l manual 

adapted to h is t o r ic a l  L a tin  American r e a l i t y ,

2 ) The u t i l i t y  o f u n ify in g  t y p o lo g ic a l ly  the v a r ie t y  o f 
documents and perhaps even o f moving forw ard w ith  a p ro je c t  

o f  c o d i f ic a t io n  in  th is  re s p ec t, and

5 ) the convenience o f g iv in g  p r io r i t y  to se ve ra l se c to rs  o f 
documents in  r e s t r ic t e d  monographic in v e s t ig a t io n s , w ithout 

n e c e s s a r ily  a ttem pting to s p e c ify  a l l  the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  o f
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denographic a n a ly s is  fo cu ss in g  then on a det.ernined town or 

a rea . Th is in portan t' su ggestion  would co n tra d ic t  the t r a d i - : 
t io n a l tendency o f  h is t o r ic a l  denography not on ly in  the 

Continent, but a ls o , in  Europe, r 't "  .■ . : ; :

I t  should be po in ted  out that the d'ocunentary v a r ia b le s  

noted above, and that apparen tly  could be a d is tu rb in g  fa c to r  

in  p o in ts  l )  and 3 ),  are on ly  r e g io n a l n o d a l i t ie s  fro n  s in g le  

p a tte rn s  and u n i fo r n it ie s  denanded by the Spanish and 

Portuguese Crowns f o r  the b e tte r , a d n in is tra t io n  o f  their- 

c o lo n ie s . The docunentary v a r ie t y  v/ould then be in  g r e a t ,  
neasure counteracted by a d n in is tr a t iv e  u n ity . , , • : , .

" b) By exanin ing the presen t and fu tu re  s ta te  o f  the 

study on h is t o r ic a l  denography in  L a tin  A n erica , a t o t a l  la ck  

o f  coo rd in a tion  in  the groups or persons ded icated  to  th is  ' 
study, becane very  c le a r .  Th is la ck  o f connunication  in v o lv e s  

o th er prob lens such as thé la ck  o f  u n ifo rn ity  in  the nethdds 

and the waste o f cu n u la tive  n e th o d o lo g ic a l exp erien ce . Thus, 
th ere  i s  a g rea t lo s s  o f  e f f o r t  and" experience and the r e s u lts  
o f  such in v e s t ig a t io n s  cannot be conpared anong th en se lves .

In  accordance w ith  these p rob lens , the n a jo r i t y  o f the 

p a r t ic ip a n ts  presen t a t the Working Group, conplained o f  the 

enornous d i f f i c u l t i e s  they nust s u ffe r  to ob ta in  f in a n c ia l  
a ss is ta n ce  to ca rry  out the research  work which i s  norm ally 

expensive and long te rn . Together w ith  the poor resou rces , 

the absence o f te ch n ica l a ss is ta n ce  was the o ther g rea t d e f i  -  
c ien cy  mentioned .in th is  sense. I t  was mentioned that a good 

number o f  sem i-e labora ted  papers, and even some a lread y  

f in is h e d  ones, have never been published or the authors did not 
want to publish  them because they v/ere aware they needed the 

ad v ice  o f  a s p e c ia liz e d  denographer. O thers, who did not 

pretend to undertake a complete demographic a n a ly s is , had 
never published the r e s u lts  o f  th e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n s  sim ply due 

to la ck  o f resou rces . ' '



) 6 (

A l l  the prob lens nentioned here c a l l  to  the urgency o f 
c re a t in g  or tak ing advantage o f an a lread y  e x is t in g  i n s t i - -  

tu t io n  w ith a good in te rn a l o rg a n iza tio n  and te ch n ica l s t a f f  

as w e ll as f in a n c ia l  s t a b i l i t y  and in te rn a t io n a l connections 

^and that could sponsor, nove, and coord in a te  the sca tte red  

and d isordered  e f f o r t s  o f h is t o r ic a l  denography. Those 

presen t at the n ee tin g  d e lib e ra t io n s  unaninously requested 
CELADE to assune th is  r o le .  ■ •

P rev iou s  to the con versa tion s  on th is  su b jec t, and 

’ during then, CEIADE had ve ry  c le a r ly  expressed through i t s  

D ir e c to r  and other r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  that i t  was not CELADE's 
s p e c i f ic  work to have im portant concern in  h is t o r ic a l  deuo -  
graphy and that i t  could not assune a constant i n i t i a t i v e  

that, excluded other in s t i tu t io n s  in  th is  f i e l d .  However, 

CELADE's in te r e s t  in  the l i t t l e - d e f in e d  and l it t le -k n o w n  
scope o f h is t o r ic a l  denography was g r e a t ly  shown. I t  i s  not 

m erely a s c ie n t i f i c  c u r io s it y  but a lso  the n e c e s s ity  to broad­

en the f i e l d  o f s tu d ies  on popu la tion  changes and to attempt 
methods o f  demographic a n a ly s is  in  s o c ie t ie s  which due to poor 

q u a n t ita t iv e  data as w e ll as fo r  th e ir  stage o f development 

could have had a g rea t resemblance w ith  some reg ion s  in  the 
Continent . T h e re fo re , CELADE tem p ora rily  accepted the r o le  

o f  moving -a s  has been doing u n t i l  now- the o rga n iza tio n  o f 

h is t o r ic a l  demography s tu d ies  w ith  the fa i t h ,  or a t le a s t  the 
hope, that in  a near fu tu re  th is  work should be undertaken by 
o th er o rga n iza tio n s . I t  v/as made c le a r  that the id e a l was to 

have an a c t iv e  c o -p a r t ic ip a t ib n  more than a s in g le  d ir e c to r a te ,

c ) The p re se rva t io n  o f  documents and access to records 
v/as another o f  the to p ic s  discussed in  the m eeting, tak ing in to  

account that when they wen® mentioned i t  was understand they ■ 

were not organ ized  docvimentary r e p o s it o r ie s  but an accumulation 

o f  documents w ithout any order nor care on th e ir  p re se rva t io n . 
Th is d iscu ss ion  ro ta ted  on th ree p o in ts  n e c e s s a r ily  dependent 

among them: the la ck  o f  f i l e s  to house the g rea t qu an tity  o f 

u se fu l papers, e s p e c ia l ly  the r e l ig ic u s  ones; the d is o rga n iza -
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t io n  o f  the a lread y  es ta b lish ed  reco rd s , where there i s  a 
la ck  o f r a t io n a l o rg a n iza t io n , as in dexes, gu ides , e t c . ;  the 

l i t t l e  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  to some records  and, f i n a l l y ,  the d is  ~ 

pension o f  many o f the r e p o s it o r ie s .  These la s t  ob serva tion s  

a f f e c t  e s p e c ia l ly  the r e l ig io u s  reco rd s , which inc lude im port­
ant tes tim on ies  such as the v i t a l  popu la tion  movements during 

the p e r iod .

The la s t  sess ion  was devoted to the conclu sions and 

recommendations. A L a tin  American C oord in ating  Committee was 
crea ted  which would be rep resen ted  by P ro fe s so r  Maria Lu iza 

M a rc il io  o f B r a z i l ,  P ro fe s so r  N ico lá s  Sánchez A lbornoz o f  the 

New 'York U n iv e rs ity , and P ro fe s so r  Rolando M e lla fe  o f  C h ile ; 
a re p re s e n ta t iv e  o f Mexico would Join then a fte rw a rd s . The 

Committee would be in  charge o f coo rd in a tin g  and moving 

e f f o r t s  so as to improve the research  con d ition s  in  the f i e l d  

o f  h is t o r ic a l  demography, pu b lish in g  an In fo rm ation  B u lle t in  
whose p u b lic a t io n  and d is t r ib u t io n  would be momentarily CELADE's 

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

CELADE a lso  o f fe r e d  to promote the p re se rva t io n  o f the 

documents u se fu l to demography, fo r  which, among other th in gs , 

would improve the p lan  fo r  c re a t in g  a Data Bank fo r  th is  

m a te r ia l. F in a l ly ,  and as a h igh p r io r i t y  task , CELADE would 

attem pt an experim enta l p i l o t  research  p ro je c t  on H is to r ic a l  
Demography in  L a tin  America, Th is p ro je c t  would be structu red  

around fou r id eas :

1) E x p lo ita t io n  o f in v e s t ig a t io n s  in  progress or a lready  

com pleted, which v/ould im ply te ch n ica l a ss is ta n ce ,

2 ) I n i t ia t io n  o f new research  work in  more than one p lace 

o f the reg io n ,

3 ) ' Research and tentative application of new methodelo-
g ie s .

4) M eth odo log ica l divulgem ent through seminars, m eetings, 

courses, and the p u b lic a t io n  o f a manual.


