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SUMMARY
of

the Report Prepared by the Government of Costa Rica

Introduction,

The Planning Bureau (Oficina de Planificacién), directly responsible
to the President of the Republic was created in 1963 and is entrusted
with promoting economic and social developmente

Efforts are being made to stem the migration of rural youth to the
cities, which leads to urban unemployment and the formation of shanty
towns, There are also sanitation projects which include a water supply
program, a latrine program and a sewage disposal program, In the same
way health campaigns and programs are under way in order to combab the
countryt!s main health scourges, particularly parasitic diseases, Efforts
are also being made to improve nutrition, and to adapt education to
national development needs, :

Health.

. The Ministry of Public Health (Ministerio de Salubridad PGblica)

is responsible for the care of the population's health, One of this
Ministry's major departments, the Departamento Matermo Infantil is
responsible for clinics where healthy children have health check—ups,
for hospitals for children who are ill, for pre~natal cliniecs, maternity
hospitals and for the specialized training of physicians and nurses in
these fields,
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The main cause of infant mortality is gastroenteritis; other causes
are tumors, circulatory diseases, pneumonia and bronchopneumonia,
prematurity and cerbain early childhood dlseases (measles, pertussis),
'nélnutrltlon and tetanus,

Immunization campaigns against diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus ’
smallpox, tuberculosis (B«C.G. Vaccine), polio, etc. have been planned.

The country has 83 Public Health units throughout the country, in
addltlon, 8 rural areas are covered by tlhe Programa McSv:Ll de Salud begun
in January 1963, _

Public Health care is extended prznc:.pally to ‘women . from 15 to
4/, years and to children up to 6 years of age. 5

The Direccién General de Asistencia Méd:l.co-Soc:La.l is a semi~ .
autonomous agency under the Ministry of Public Health which is responsible
for hospitals. Amongst these we must mention the Children's National
Hospital inaugurated in 1964, which has very fine facilities, A1l
hospitals, save those belonging to the Social Security system are under
this agencye.

An effort is being made to overcome the. problem of -intestinal
parssites through campaigns which are entrusted to the Départamento.
de Lucha contra el Parasitismo,

There is also a National Anti-aleoholism Commission.
Nutritione

Malnutrition is one of the comtry's serious problems, though the
number of deaths due to dietary deflc:.encles have ‘dropped because of
pre-natal care and of the "Nutritiohal: Protection” pmv:.ded for chlldren

under 7 years in nutrition centres, - - Powdered milk'is prov:.ded for
infants under one year and from chlldren between the ages of one and two,

Jo:.nt Programs have 'been undertaken by the M:mistrles of Educata.on, '
Agriculture and Public Health in order to help overcome the problem of

malnutrition through the establishment of school and family truck gardens, _ .

The Departamento de Nutricién of the Ministry of Public Health is
responsible for techmical studies on nutrition, nutrition policy in
health centres and schools and for combating malnutrition. through
education, nutrition centres and programs for complementary mutritien,

/Education |



. E/LACCY/NR/L,10~Resumé
Page 3

BEducation

Approximately 20 per ¢ent of the population is illiterate, most .
of illiterates being adults,

Primary education is free and compulsory; nevertheless over
70 thousand childrén do not attend school for a variety of economie
and social reasons,

Most rural schools have only 2 grades, though the system provides
for six grades in all primary schools.

In general the educational system at all levels presents serious
quantitative and qualitative deficiencies;

26 per cent of school age children receive no education at all;
30.3 per cent leave after completing the first two grades of primary
schooly 17 per cent leave school after completing primary grades 3,
4 and 5; only 16,9 per cent complete the sixth grade of primary educationg
only 22 per cent of children who enroll in middle education complete the
first cycle (general and pre-vocational education); only 26.6 per cent
of children who begin the middle level of education complete the course
(this figure is equivalent to only 2.4 per cent of the country's youth)j
49 per cent of the 12 to 16 years age group does not enrcll in school,

At all levels there is a great need to revise curricula, increase
the number of graduate teachers, adapt education to national need,
overcome drop-outs, etec,

The Ministry of Education has set a series of goals in this regard:

In Primary education the main goals are to attain 100 per cent
enrolment of children in the 7 to 14 years age group; to extend rural
primary schools so that they provide the full six grades; to decrease
school drop-out figures; to provide the necessary teaching and super-
visory personnel, and the requisite equipment, and to improve teaching
methods, keeping them in line with modern developments,

In the middle level the main goals are to modernize curricula,
lower the drop~out ratio, to diversify the end objective of this
level (at present it is mainly focused to University entrance instead
of technology) to increase the number of schools and their equipment,
to improve teachers, etc, '

In Technical and Vocational Education the main goals are to adapt
curricula to the country's current and future needs in industry,
agriculture and business; to create and equip the necessary establish~
ments, to obtain international technical assistance for such schools,
to train the necessary staff and to establish a scholarship system,
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The main goals in nommal education are to modernize curricula, to
increase the number of graduate teachers in the school system, to train
teachers for the no}ma.l schools themselves, and to increase the number
of normal schoolsg or teachers colle ese : v

The Unlvers:!.ty of Costa Ihca has organlzed a post-graduate course
(which takes place after working hours or during vacations) for. educators
who wish .to soec:LalJ.ze in school supervision and administration,

The Instltuto Naclonal de Aprendlza,)e was created to solve the
problem of low enrolments in the 12 to 16 years age groups This
establishnent covers two-general fields: _short~term training of workers
and long~term professional training; the latter includes. "pre-apprentice-
ship" (children and youths 12 to 16) and "apprenticeship". -The pre- '
apprenticeship program has been prepared with UNICEF assistance and
also with the advice of an ILO expert. The curricula of this establish~
ment take due note of thé fact that Costa Rica is a predominantly
agricultural and pastoral country.r The needs of girls are also taken
into account with courses in dresemaklng, hotel management and various .
handicraftss ' - :

Welfare, Legislation"and Fax'nily Organizetioh.

The family is regarded as the basis of society and is entitled to
protectlon under the c0nst1tut10n.

The Ministry of Labour and Soc1&1 Welfare is respons:.ble for the
establishment of a general policy for the protection of workers and
their families and for the organization and administration of public
welfare services, The Direccién General de Bienestar Social is a
department of this Ministry which.in its twrn has 2 major departuients:
"Bienestar de la Familia" (Family Welfare) and "Desarrollo de la Comunidad
y Adm:.nlstracldn de Instltuca.ones" (Commmlty Development :and Institutional
Admn.nistratlon). s L , R

Family protectlon mcludes fam:ly allowances N unemployment subs:.d:l.es,
etce Protection of children includes placement in foster homes, day .
nurseries, children's homes, temporary chlldren's homes, etc,

W:Lthln the Mam.ster:.o de- Gobernecldn y. Policia (Home Secretary)
the Consejo Super:Lor de Defénsa Social is responsible for two Jnsta.tutn.ons
for the care of minors with behavioural problems, This agency hes a. staff
of social workers and has prepared rehabnlltatlon programs, )

Great efforts are made to improve the treatment of juvenile
delinquents: one of the establishments to’ which they may be sent is
a home -which includes a primary school and & vocational schoole There -
is also a temporary home for children w:.th behav:r.oural problems, to
prevent Juvemle delinquency. - : -

/Special Courts
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Special Courts for minors prevent delinquency and promote rehabi~
Jitation and adaptation to community life,

The Bxtension Service of the Ministry of Agriculture contributes
to the betterment of rural life through men's clubs, women's clubs,
and #4=S Clubs" for youthe

The social security system is extensive and includes a program

known as “"Family insurance" which provides certain benefits for the
family as a whole,
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