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PROGRESS MADE UNDER THE UNITED NATIONS WORLD-WIDE
'PROCGRAMME OF RESEARCH AND TRAINING
m
REGIONAT, DEVELOPMENT

By ECOSOC Resolution 1086 ¢ {XXX1X), the Secretary-General of the
United Nations was requested to develop a reéearch and training programme in
reglonal development, This programme was to be based on regionai development
projects under way in member countries which were secking by this appreoazh to
modernize thelir economies and achieve a better distribution of populaticn
trhough the development of improved patterns of human settlement and programmes

of plenned social and econcmic adjustment and development.

As a preliminary step in the development of the programme, a selection
of regional develcpment projects was made by an Advisory Comiittee of Experts
appolinted by the Secretary-General in January 1966. These were:

(1) The Aswan region in the United Arab Republic; {ii) The Awash River
Valley Development project in Ethiopia; (iii} Wadi Jizzan and the Dastern and
Western Provinces in Saudi Arabis; (iv) The Ghab and Buphrates Projects in
Syria; (v) The Lakhish Region and Upper Galilee in Israel; (vi) East Pakistan in
Pakistan; (vii} The Chubu Regional Project in Japan; {viii) The Gal Oy= River
Valley Project in Ceylon; (ix) Plan Lerma and Plan Oaxaca in Mexico;

(x) Bio~bio and Concerte regions in Chile; and (xi) The North-East region
(SUDENE) in Brazil. Six European countries, namely Czechoslovekia, France,
Italy, Poland, the Netherlands and Yugoslavia were also studied fron a

- different perspective.

Seven teams of experts visiied the rezions mentioned above from Cotober
1966 through December 1967. They carried out preliminary studies and observa-
tions of the social, economic, physical and administrative aspects of the
- regional development efforts and the facilities available for developing
research and training-activities connected with the region., They also
discussed with the Govermments concerned their interest in cooperating with
the United Nations in establishing a world-wide programme of research and
training in regional development. The reports of the tenms are included in
a United Naticﬁs publication titled: “"Selected Experiences in Regional Develop-
ment" which will be published shortly. What follows is a summary of the
general observations and recommendations of the teams in respect of the
regional development projects visited by them and the progress masde so far
in developing a programme of research and training in regional development.
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1. The Aswnn Region in the United Arsb Republic provides an gpportunity for

studying the interactions of technologigal advance, physical development and
econcmic progress, and thelr implications for sociel and human welfare. The
development programme encompasses intensive dgricultural development and re-
settlement, the development of new transport, power and utility systems as the
necessary infra-structural basis for establishing large industrial complexes;
and also the development of a modern economie, cultural and administrative
¢capital for the region.

The Aswan Flanning Agency consists of five research ond development
centres, namely, the Agricultural Development Centfe, the Industrisl Develop~-
ment Centre, the Mineral Centre, the Water Résources Centre, end the Huwen
Resources Development Centre., Two additionnl research and sérvice centres -
the Transportation Development Centre and the Emvironmental Development Centre
are also aveilable for research and training purposes,

‘The existence of these "development centres", the proposed establishment
of an eveluation and co-ordinating unit to service the “centres", as well as
the existence in the UAR of a large number of institutions of higher learning
and resecrch will be directly useful to the disciplines involved in economic,
social and physical development and public administration ard provide an
excellent basis for specialized as well as Interdisciplinary training and
study in regional develcpment as conceived by the United Nations resolution.

2. The Awash Region in Ethiopla, with an area of 123,400 sq. km., has the
poténtial for resolving problems connected with the settlement of pastoral
nomads with the establishment of new capital«~intensive plantations and
industrisl development at rztes sufficlent to absorb the rapildly growing
movement of rural populations, The research and operations undertaken up to
the time of the visit were predominantly technical in nature,

The geography and the natural resources of Ethiopia offer remarkable
opportunities for regional development., The Second Five~Year Development Plan
(1968-1973), stresses regional development as a means of promoting balanced
national development as well as a means of extending the benefits of ﬁrogreas
implied In nationgl development to Bthiopia's less developed areas, Neverthe-
less there does not yet exist at present an active relaticnship between the
developnent promoted in the Awash Valleys and that stimulated by the naticnal
plan. o

Nevertheless, the Awash Valley is a unique case for research In the

regional development process, A research and training programme will come into
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existence as a matter of course when an outline regional development plan
encompassing all essential econcmic and éocial sectoral development in the
Awash Valley can be formulated and when the Awash Valley Authority can be
assisted sultably and strengthened in this task and fér the task of carrying
out the requisite detailed local planning and feasicility studies,

3 The Wadi Jizzan Project and the Eastern and Western Provinces of Saudi
Arabia. |

The former. project was studled for its suitability as a btase for
organizing a training and research programme in regional planning and developw
ment. Wadl Jizzan, part of the South Tibana area including seven wadie in all,
an arer of 1,600 sq, Kilometers with a pOpulation of 50,000, at the time of
the visit, was puwrely an agricultural project, and the possihility of its |

assuming a simnificant role in regional development was found to be remote,

The problem of pepulation migrotion to the area 4id not exist, and emphasis

was balng placed on retaining the existing population. It was not sufficiently
advanced at the time of the visit to yield the kind of experience of g
transferable nature for the purpose of research and traininrg in comprehensive.
regional development envisaged by the BECOSQC resclution.

The Eastern and Western Provinces constitute two separate reglons with
a population of 400,000 in the Eastern Region alone, and an annual influx of
some 200,000 pilgrims to the Holy Places of Islam in the Western Region -
particularly to Mecea and Medina, These two regions which already contain
diversified development projects have further potentials in the nature cof
mineral resources in the West, and petro-chemical industries in the East with
prospects for future growth that would permit the establishment of a trzining
and research programme in the future.: _

There is, however, nothing at present in Saudi Arabis which can be,
identified as a regional plan, ERegicrmnl administrative organization consists
of seven regions each under the authority of a Governor (Emir) and the
participation of the regional authorities in planning at the national and
regicnal levels 1s not evident.

k, The Chab and Buphrates Prajects in Syria ineclude many diversified

programmes renging from irrigation, land reclamation and land reform, develop=-

ment of communication systems and of social and economie Instituvicns in Ghab;

and the irrigation; flood control and power generation projects in Fuphrates,
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The Ghad project is at an advanced stage of 1mplementotion and offers
interesting possibilities for research and training in regional development.
The experience gained in the project in land settlement, land reform and in
village improvement 1s transferable to other similar projects in the country
or elsewhere in the world, The organization of a research =nd training pro-
gramme commected with the Ghab Project will enchle the Syrian Govermment to
create a pool of troined cilvil servants and others in matters of regional
planning and to enable it to implement other regional projecss, notably the
Euphrates project. o

5. The Lekhish Project in Israel comﬁrises comprehensive planning for the

agricultural sector, s hierarchical pattern of rural settlements, the loontion
of new towns os growth peoints, the establishment of industries including
agriculturgl processing and the construction of a new port as an outlet for
the region'approximating 115,000 acres and sltuasted in the Northsrn Nepev.
Israel has a richness of experience, a nucleus of facilitles, a
body of highly qualified personnel and a diverslty of settings and institutions,
especlally the Settlement Study Cantre =t Rehovot and the Institute of
Technology at Haife, whiéh collectively can contribute substantizily to the
United Nations programme of research and training in regional development.
The Extended Lakhish Region would serve as s suitable area for the studies
envigapged In the programme. The United NHations Team strongly recommended that -
Israel should be associated with the programme and that the reseaxrch and
training activities could be effectively initisted at the Settlement Study
Centre which has had experience in conducting courses in comprehensive rural
plenning for students from developing countries. The United Nations could
cooperate by providing fellowships for the students from developing countries,
a limited number of lectuders and training abroad for the lecturers of the
Centre. 1In the matter of research cooperation should be established between
the Settlement Study Centre and the United Mations Research Institute for
Social Devélopment in Geneva and the Housing, Building'and Planning Section
of the Econcmic Commission for BEurope.

6. Regional Planning in East Pakistan was first introduced in 195¢
with the initintion of the Five-Year Colombo Plan, That plan and the
subsequent two five-year plans aimed primarily at "the.creation of the
economic infrastructure and the initiation of institutional reforms which
would facllitate uninterrupted econcmic expansion,
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There was no institute in Pokistan at the time of the visit of the
United Nations Team, which specialized exclusively in regicnal development
problems,. However, there exist o number of institutlons that could meet
the research requirements of the proposed United Nations nrogramme, if o few
highly quelified personnel could be provided and their ressarch activities
coordinated,

The Province of East Pekistan, visited by the Team, had been defined
by the Government as a region for planning purpcses, The development plan
covered agriculture, water and power, industry, trensport and ecununications,
physieal planning and housing, education, manpower planning, health, family
planning and social welfare. Its implementation was designed 4o bring about
g nore viable urban-rurzl balance by Jjudicious leocation of projects and
industry, transport and those based on loeal initiative through rural deve-
jopment progrommes,

Te The Chubu Project in Janan had adopted a systematic anproach to the

development of the central region of Jopan. The region covers about 16 per
cent of the total area of Japan, contains nearly 17 per cent of the population,
end accounts for more than 21 per cent of the nation's totel irdustrial
production,

Of particular interest to the United Nations Propramme were the
legislative basis for development planning of the region, the organizational
and administrative arrangements for the execution of plans, and the wealth of
research facilities ond resources.

The Team was impressed by the extensive research facilities available
to the programme. A considerable amount of research on various aspects of
regional development was being done in the universities and other institutions
of learning. The Team visited two such institutions, one in Nagoys
{the Chubu Region Development Centre) and the other in Tokyo {the Japon Centre
for Area Development Research), Other institutions such as the Japan Economic
Research Centre, the Institute of Population Problems and the National
Institute of Agriculture specialice in subjects directly related to regional
development problems. . '

" The Team was of the strong opinion that the Chubu region should be
included in the research and training programme in regicnal development
promoted by the United Nations as providing an opportunity for the study of

eof s
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the interaction of economic, scelianl and environmental development in an area
where productivity generally rises at n very fast rate, but where the quality
of the living enviromment might well deteriorate,

8. The Gal Oya River Vailey Project in Ceylon is an erea in East Ceylon
including a substantial part of the totel land area of Ceylon, The scheme

wng designed for the development of irrigetion, flool control as well as
hydropower., It now covers the following schemes: irrigation, weter suprly,
é@rainage, power generantion and suppiy, flood control, soil erosion control,
reafforestation. and general agricultural and industricl development as well
as economie and cultural prosrammes, _

From the point of view of the United Nations Programme for Regional
Devdl opment, the Gal Cya Project has the necessary elements for inclusion in
the overall research programme. Althousgh it represents ¢nly one type of
regional development, viz that of a River Valley Region, it should offer much
in the wey of comprehensive research and anolysis for nationsl as well as )
international application. The initiation by the Govermment of regicnal
planning, as part of the national planning process should strengthen the
present position, '

9. The QOaxaca and Lerma Plans of Mexico emphasize sectoral planning and
implementation within highly centralized esoncmic pelicy and puidance and
throuch centrally controlled financing . The state of Caxaca 1s situated in

the southern part cof Mexico with a population ¢f nearly 2 million in a depressed

region having the lowest per capita income in the republic. The purpose of
the plan is to evaluate the actual and potential rescurces of the State, and
to reccmmend development objectives and goals for OaXaca, |

Plan Lerma covers the whole or parts of territories of nine different
Mexican states which together form the basin of the River Lerma-Santiago, a
130,000 square kilometer territory with a pcpulation of about 8 million.

Plan Lerma reflects the recognition th-t once the technology of efficient

use of water resources 1s mastered, the development.programme of the reglon
concerned must devote itself to the problems of improving productivity and
the levels of living in the region so thst its rural pecple in particular can
begin to participate in and benefit from its progress.

Mony Institutions of research, of higher learning and of techncology
are available for purposes of the research and training programme in regional
devaiopment. They include the National Institute for Agricultural Investigation,
the Institute for Agrarisn Research and the National Productivity Centre, In
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additicn, there are the Collepio de Mexico, the Universidad Mytonoma de Mexico
and the Instituto Politecnico Nacionnl which could provide the academic base
for the research and training programme in regional development. For these

and other reasons, the Team concluded that Mexico should be invited to partici-
pate In the United Nations Research and Training Programme in Regional
Develcpment, and that Plan Lermn would be a good starting point for carrying

out the field stﬁdy and evalustion programme in Mexico,

10, Chile has followed a deliberate policy of regionalization of the
national plan., Ten development regions have been defined and surveyed. Within
the framework of naticnal development guidelines, local plenning agencies
formulate development strotegles and plans for comprehensive develormens of
these regions. Regional committees, composed of central and lcoeal entities

of Government and of other bodies establighed to promote loezl development,
participate in the formulation of the regional plans, Ancther interesting
process which merits study is the gradunl reciprocal eccommoGation of local’

sectoral and civic action to the nation's long-ternm develorment goals,

11, Brazil's economic policy considers regional development es one of the
means of eliminating the existing disparities in prciuctiviiy, income and
levels of living in the country's diffefent geographic arens, A clesr example
of the application of such policy is in the under-developed Northeast where
fiscal and tax incentives are used to stimulate large investment as part of
a long-tern effort at industrialization and intensive agricultural development,
This approval is combined with specifie investment guidance and the support
of particular projects throush infrastructursl development within the framework
of short-term programme budgetting of public resources, Similar incentives
and support are also applied to obbaln o rradusl, more adeguate and more general
rise in the prodhction of traditional apriculture and in the development of
human resources in line with the prowing demand for manpower and skills,
Brazil's policy and approach in regionnl development is a case of
industrial development in a traditionzlly rural area as part of a national
strategy of industrialization which 1s based on the presence of rich but

dormant natural rescurces and of under-employed human resources,
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ie. The Buropean Experience., Two United Nations missions visited Poland,
Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavie from 6 to 26 November 1967, and Italy, France
and the Netherlands frcm 27 November to 6 December 1967. These are countries

which have had a long history of replonnlization of development planning .
since World War II; they have many universitlies and institutas, and have
developed research and training in regional plenning,

The sttention of the Mission was directed towards the following:
&) basic problems of research and training in regional development; b) the
applicability of practical and theoritical experience in regional development
of these countries to conditions in developing countries; ¢) the possihility
of participation by the countries concerned in activities relatel to the
United Natione progremme in regional development; @) the possibiiiiy of sett-
ing up a system of national rapporteurs to work closely with the United Nations
regional development centre in Geneva (UNRISD); e} the possibility of inter-
disciplinery teams bveing prc#ided 6y co-operating govermnents +o visit
developing countries, on request, in order to assess and advise on regional
planning and development |

The Team's conclusions were that these countries have valuable
experience in regional planning and thaf, moreover, their exporiences could
in many respects be transformed into a valuable contribution to the implemen-
taticon of the United Nations Training and Resenrch Programme in Regional
Development. The experiences in regional development differ widely reflecting
not only the specific country context for pegional planning, but alsc the
nature of the problens being tackled throuph regional planning in the respec=
tive countries, The countries concerned are all interested in aésisting the
United Nations'Programme through research and training activities,
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Progress made in the Develorment of the Reasenrch and Training Programme
in .
Regional Developmen

Considerable progress has been mnde in developing the research and
training progremme in regional development which was requested by the Economie
and Social Council Resoclution 1086 C(XXX1X) and which was reported to the
Cammission at its ninetsenth session ;{ The resolution envisapged, "the selec-
ticn of a reasonable nwiher, possibly six to twelve, of regional fevelopasnt
projects already under woy which are best suited for the planned resgearch
and training activities". So far four such projects hove heen selected in
co-operation with the Governments concerned namely, Japan, Israel, Mexico and
Brazil, and research and training activities are being initiated,

In the following paragraphs is given the progress mace in each of the
projects,

Japan - The Chubu Centre hos already been officially insugurated on
2 September-l968. It has been set up in co-operation with the Jopanese
Overseas Technical Co-operation Agency and the Chubu Keglon Agency, and has
the support of the Chubu Region Development Hesenrch Centrs and the
University of Kyoto, Nagoya and Tokyo, The Govermment of Japan has provided
the necessary physienl facilities and the personnel, The United Nations is
‘providing a senior adviser on a short-term basis.and a resident adviser for
tralning and research, The first course of training lasting 3 months
commenced on 17 January 1969. Ten participants from developing countries
attended the course on scholarships provided by the Govermment of Japan.

It was organized on an experimental hasis with a view to conducting snother
course In January 1970 to which participants will he sponsored both by the
Joint Group and the United Nations. The present plans are for that course to
last 4 months,

E/CN.5/42% Add. 1 of 11 December 1967,
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Israel ~ Co-operation has been established hetween the Israel Government
and the United Nations in orgnnizing a training course in comprehensive
regional planning, The course will be conducted ot the Settlement Study Centre,
Rehovot near Tel Aviv, The one-year course is belnp developed with the suppord
of the Hebrew University and the Iernel Institute of Technoiogy, Belfa, The
United Nations will provide up to ten fellowships for each course and also
meke availeoble a specialist to teach as well as participate in the resesrch
activities relevant to the United Nations progromme, The resecreh will bhe
undertaken in the Greater Laokhish region which has many elements and issuves
of interest to many develcplng countries engaged in rural development and
regional planning, The first course of training commences cn 28 April 1S69.

It is hoped to ccntinue holding such courses in the future years,

Mexico ~ The Lerma region has been selected as one that will have
special sipgnificance to developing countries in thelr sttempts to mocdernize
rurgl life through planned investment in rural industrialization, infra-
structure development and diversification of agricultural prcduction. The
United Nations is co=operating in the project by providing initially a high-
level inter-disciplinary advisory team which will assist in the ropional
integraticn of various sectoral activities already under wny or in the course
of plonning and in detemining what further action should be taken to carry
out rezlonal development objectives in the planned Lerma area, It is hoped
that subsequently these activities and experience will provide the basis for

starting a training and related research programme based on the Lerma Region

Braozil « The activities of' SUDENE 1n_the norfheast of the country were
recognized as relevant to the purposes of the United Nations prbgramme in
research qnd fraining for regional development, In the first instance the
United Nations, along with the United Nations Research Institute for Social
Development, is co-uperating with the Government of Brazil in a pilot study
of SUDENE's past experiences and future possibilities which would be of
benefit both for SUDENE's activities and also the United Nations programme,
The study 1s expected to Le a precedent for future studies of a similar nature
and at the same time bring cut certain issues and problems which will be of
interest to other countries undertaking similar repional development projects,

The United Naticns regional institutes for economie and soclal planning
have also been active in promoting training in regional development. The
Institute at Dekar, Senegal, held such a course in 1968 for twenty-five students

eofee
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from African countries, The course lasted elght weeks and attempted to
intrcduce the participants to the inter-relatedness of economie, soclal and
environmental phencmena in regional planning within the context of natlonal
develcopment planning, The varicus substantive divisions of the United Nations
andd the Specinlized Agencies co-operated in organizing and conducting the
course, The Institute in Bangkok, Thalland and ECAFE co-cperated in the
training course that was held at the Chubu Cenire in Japan during January -
April 1969. The Institute in Santiago, Chile, is in the process cf planning
a training course in regional planning end loccal development which, in the
first year, will Be held in Santiago and 1ln subsequent years may be conducted
in selected countries in the region which have adopted policies for regicnali-
zatlon of naticnal development planning. The regional commissions are also
co~operating in these training programmes by providing regiocnal resources for
fellowships, regional advisers for lecturing and teaching materials as

needed, ECLA, in Santiago is organizing s seminar on the social aspects of
regional development to be held during the last quarter of 1969.

The research component of the United Nations programme which is being
developed primarily by the United Notions Research Institute for Social
Development has also advanced considerably. The emphasis of the Institute's
programme is upon regional development as a part of aspects of national
development and upon regional planning as a dimension of planning in general,
The research programme is primarily concerned with comprehensive or inter-
sectoral problems and strategies of regional development - the Inter-relations
of industry, agriculture and sociel services, the inter-relations of productive |
and infra-structure investment, the inter-relations of rural and uiban sectors,
of population distribution and the distribution of economic, socizl and
cultural facilities., Special attention is to be given to socioclogical
epproaches to regicnal development, since these hove been relatively neglected
in the past. While a comprehensive aroprasch is considered desirable, from the
point of view cf informstlion and assessment, this does not mean sttempting to
"do everything at once, '

One of the projects that UNRISD has undertaken is the preparation of
a ccmprehensive review of repgional development experiences and prospects in
the geographicel areas of Southeast Asis, Southwest Asin, Afriea, Iatin Ameries,
North Ameriea, Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and Western BEurope., The final
reports are expected to be ready towards the latter part of 1969, The study

uo/oo
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of the role of "Growth Poles and Growth Centres" as instruments of regional
development policy and planning, has already bLeen completed, As a follow-uwp
to this study, UNRISD is to crgmnize g meeting of an expert group to study
this aporoach to regional development hased on practical experiences,

Ancther study of UNRISD is concerned with informatlon systems for
red onol development with o view to developing o broad framework and general
guidellnes for a system of collecting, transmiting, processing, storing and
distributing information needed for development planning at the reglonal
levei., The study will include scme cose studies of systems already operat-
ing in selected countries. In view of the special importance of the sociclo-
gical aspects of regional development, UNRISD convened an expert group in
November 1968 to study this subject particularly in respect of the sccial
ospects of regional development, methodological problems and human and
institutional espects in the contéxt of regional develcpment, In addition
to the abeove research activities undertaken by UNRISD, various substantive
Aivislions in the United Notions are engaged in studies in their respective
fields which have relevance to reclonal development,

With a visw to disseminating information obout and creating o wider
understanding of the purposes of regional development as envisaged in ECCSOC
Resolution 1086 c (XX¥1X), the United Nations has Leen participating and
contribvuting to varlous seminars and conferences crganized by other bodies,
These meetings have included the European Conference on Health Aspects of
Regionnl Devélopment organized by the World Henlth Organization (November 1967),
the Seplpar on Comprehensive Flanning organized by the Netherlands University
Foundation for International Co-operation (November 1967}, the Inter-regional
Seminar on Location of Industry end Reglomsl Development organized by the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization {August. 1968), the Conference
of Senicr Officials of Nntional Bodies Concerned with Urban and Regional Rese-
arch organized by the Economic Commission for Europe (May 1968). Meetings
relevant to regional development which have been organized by the United
Nations include a meeting of an expert group in December 1967 to review and
advise UNRISD on the research programme for regicnal development; an Inter-
regional Seminar on Physicel Planning Techniques for the Constmuction of New
Towns organized by the Centre for Housing, Building and Flaming in co-operation
with the Govermnment of the USSR (MOSCOW, September 1968); and the Workshop
on the Administrative Aspects of Urbanization organized by the Public
Administration Division (November 1968).



