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I . ATTENDANCE.AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

1. Place and date 

1. The Second L a t i n American and Car ibbean Regional Meet ing f o r t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Year was h e l d i n Montevideo, Uruguay, f rom 26 t o 29 August 1985. 

2 . At tendance 

2 . Representa t ives o f t h e f o l l o w i n g member S ta tes o f t h e Commission took p a r t 
i n t h e meet ing: A r g e n t i n a , B o l i v i a , B r a z i l , C h i l e , Colombia, Costa R i ca , Cuba, 
Dominican Repub l i c , Ecuador, France, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, 
Peru, P o r t u g a l , S t . V incent and t h e Grenadines, Spain , T r i n i d a d and Tobago, Un i ted 
Sta tes o f America, Uruguay and Venezuela. 

3. The United' S i á t e s V i r g i n ' I á lands 1 vecé rep resen ted i n t h e capacity-1 ó f an 
Assoc ia te Member S ta te o f t h e Commission. 

The Un i ted Nat ib i i s Sec i te ta r i ä t 'wás frépibesented by ••the -bdHtfre-- föf» S o c i a l 
Development and Humani tar ian A f f a i r s (CSDHA) ( I n t e r n a t i o h a l ' Y o u t h Y e a r • S e c r e t a r i a t ) . 

5 . Representa t ives o f t h e f o l l o w i n g Un i ted Nat ions bod ies were a l s o p resen t : 
O f f i c e o f t h e Un i ted Nat ions High Commissioner f o r Refugees (UNHCR>¿ 'Uni ted Nat ions 
C h i l d r e n ' s Fund (UNICEF) and Un i ted Nat ions Development Programme (UNDP). 

6 . Representa t ives were present f rom t h e f o l l o w i n g U n i t e d ' N a t i o n s s p e c i a l i z e d 
agenc ies: I n t é r t t a t i o h a l Lábbui? O rgan i sa t i on ( ILO) and Un i ted Nat ions Educa t i ona l , 
S c i e n t i f i c arid C u l t u r a l O r g a n i z a t i o n (UNICEF)V 

7 . The meet ing was a t tended by r fepr 'eséñtat ives o f t he i O l l o t o i n g in te rgovernmenta l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s : Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and I n t e r -Amer i can C h i l d r e n ' s 
I n s t i t u t e ( U N ) (an agency o f the . Orgaöi jsat io jö:¿f American S ta tes (OAS)). 

8. The' f o l l o w i n g nongovernmenta l ' ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s 'toé-re- p résent a t ' -the meet ing : 
a) Category I ' , C e n t r a l Lat inoamer icana de Trabajadores (CLAT), o f t h e World 
Confedera t ion o f Labour ; I n t e r n a t i o n a l Counc i l of'Women ( ICW); I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Organ iza t i on o f Employers ( I O E ) ; League o f Red Cross S o c i e t i e s ; Women's -
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Democratic Fede ra t i on ; Wor ld Federa t ion o f Democratic Youth ; World 
Federa t ion o f Trade 'Unions (WFTU);' b ) Catégory I I , AFS I n t e r n a t i o n a l / I n t e r c u l t u r a l 
Programs, I n c . ; B a h á ' i I n t e r n a t i o n a l 1 Community^ Boy Scouta Wor ld Bureau; C a r i t a s 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s ' ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e d e r a t i o n ö ' f C a t h o l i c C h a r i t i e s ) ; Ca tho l i c 
R e l i e f Serv ices ( IMi t fed S ta tes C a t h o l i c C o n f e r e n c e , ' I n c . ) ; -Experiment i n 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l L i v i n g ; I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l S e r v i c e ; Women's I n t e r n a t i o h a l ' Z i o n i s t 
O rgan i za t i on (WIZO); World A s s o c i a t i o n o f G i r l Guides and G i r l Scouts^; c ) Regis ter^ 
F r i e d r i c h Ebert Foundat ion (Uruguay) ; L a t i n American S o c i a l Science Counc i l (CLACSO) 
d) Other hon-governmenteil o r g a n i z a t i o n s , Asoc iac ión I n t e r n a c i o n a l de R a d i o d i f u s i ó n 
( A I R ) ; ComisiSn Pro-Derechos Humanos Juvenil fe¿ : (CODEJU) ( C h i l e ) ;• L ions / 
I n t e r n a t i önä l -The I n t e r n a t iona lv Aísoc i ä t i o n o f L ions • Clubs ;•-•• Movimiento - Interamé-
r i c a n o dé Adu l tos Madores (MIDAté); Non-governmental Committee f ö r t h e - i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Year ; World Coimnission on Rüra l Dwe l l i ngs . 1 ' 
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3. Election of Officers 

9. The meeting elected the following Officers: 
Chairman:. 
First Vice-Chairman: 
Second V ice-Chai rman: 
Third Vice-Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

4. Agenda 

10. The meeting adopted' the' 'following agenda: »••"'•• ; • ' '•/••' ' ' 
• 1 . E l e c t i o n o f O f f i c e r s . . , . -

2 . Adopt ion o f t h e agenda , • , . 
3 . Assessment o f t h e imp lementa t ion o f the Regional P lan o f 

A c t i o n f o r L a t i n America and the .Car ibbean f o r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Year _ ' , v , 

a) The s i t u a t i o n : o f you th i n L a t i n America and t h e Caribbean i n t h e 
midd le o f t h e 1980s and the , a c t i v i t i e s o f ECLAC i n f u l f i l m e n t o f the 
Regiona l P lan o f A c t i o n 

b) Country r e p o r t s . . 

O r i e n t a t i o n s f o r f u t u r e p o l i c i e s complementary t o t he Regional 
P lan o f A c t i o n ... • . - , 
The g l o b a l f ramework. l a m i n a t i o n ; p f . the , gu ide l i nes f o r f u r t h e r .'. 
p l a n n i n g and s u i t a b l e f o l i o w - u p i n ¡ t h e f i e l d - o f you th e l a b o r a t e d 
by t h e Adv iso ry Committee f o r t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year 
Cons ide ra t i on and adop t i on o f , t h e f i n a l v r e p o r t . ., , ; , .. 

......5. Opening meet ing - •, . , • 

11. At t h e opening mee t ing , , s ta tements, were.jnade f by . No^bertp Gonzalez,. 
Execut ive, Secretary, o f ECLAC,. and Dr..., Adela Reta , M i n i s t e r o f ^Educat ion and Cu l t u re 
o f Uruguay. ; A message was; read .out, f rom.H.E. Mr. B e l i s a r i o Be t ^ncu r , ' P res iden t .. 
o f Colombia. . • ..>.... . .•.„•••.,, . . . * . .. .• • 

12. The Execut ive- Sec re ta ry o f ECLAC-..began .by ¡express ing h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n t p the. : 
Government o f Uruguay f o r i t s ) i o s p i ; t a i i t y . . He went on . t o say t h a t t h e c u r r e n t , . 
p e r i o d was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by c e r t a i n cha l l enges .wh i ch r e f l e c t e d e t h i c a l i s s u e s , 
i . e . , t h e need t o work towards.' the . achievement; o f more equ i tab le , s o c i e t i e s which > 
would be based,more on t h e r e g i o n 1 s own resources and on i t s own i n n o v a t i v e . a n d 
c r e a t i v e c a p a c i t y . • . . . . . . - • ••. 

13. He. went on. t o note t h a t , despi te, .the economic and s o c i a l p rogress t h a t had 
been made i n t h e r e g i o n , t h e r e , was s t i l l : 'a• : p e r e i s t e ^ ! M t e p p g e f t e i t y . a i i d . ' S x t e r i i s l • ; 
r e l a t i o n s had also.'become more d i v e r s i f i e d and compleK« . The r e g i o n s t i l l had on l y 
an I n c i p i e n t ' c a p a c i t y f o r t e c h n o l o g i c a l . p r o g r e s s , tfhich so f a r had .cons is ted most ly 
o f i m i t a t i v e a p p l i c a t i o n s f a i l i n g to . take account p f t h e c o n d i t i o n s i n h e r e n t t o the, 
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r e g i o n ; t h a t had r e s u l t e d , i n t he c u r r e n t ^ c r i s i s s i t u a t i o n , i n h i g h unemployment, 
e s p e c i a l l y amoung yoiath, and some s o c i e t i e s , o f t h e r e g i o n were f i n d i n g t h a t many r-,( 
o f t h e i r young people» who viere t h e i r most va l uab le resource f o r s o c i a l 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n and. f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t , were e m i g r a t i n g . -

14. ..'•• He.stressed the needfor the region to respond creatively, to the existing ; , 
technological challenges* ¡including.those pertaining to miero-electronics and - ; 
biotechnology, with a. view to creating new. and dynamic, comparative advantages*. 

15. Turn ing t o t h e q u e s t i o n . o f . - p a r t i c i p a t i o n ; he s a i d t h a t a l t hough much progress 
had been made i n t h e f i e l d o f . e d u c a t i o n , t h e r e were : s t i l l d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e 
d i ssemina t i on o f educa t ion and i n t h e access i t gave t o j o b s . I n t h e f u t u r e , 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s and t r a d e - u n i o n a c t i v i t y , shou ld -be inc reased 
.and made compat ib le w i t h t he d i s c i p l i n e necessary f o r g rowth . Youth had a . c r u c i a l 
r o l e t o p l ay i n t h a t r e g a r d . Young people should b e r a c t i v e s u b j e c t s who, 
e x e r c i s i n g a c r i t i c a l . s p i r i t , shou ld f a c i l i t a t e the.changes t h a t were e s s e n t i a l 
i n o rde r t o dea l . w i t h , t h e cha l lenges o f .the fu ture* . . . V . 

16. . F i n a l l y , he drew a t t e n t i o n t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s . c a r r i e d ^ o u t by ...the Un i ted-Nat ions 
i n t h e f i e l d o f you th and t h e i r s p e c i a l ¡ re levance f o r t h e reg ion , . -wh i ch had a h i g h 
p r o p o r t i o n o f you th among i t s p o p u l a t i o n . The.•Meeting p r o v i d e d an e x c e l l e n t 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o assess the. a<?) i . i? v e m e ntso f t h e I n t e r n a t i ^ a l rYquth Yeiar and t o 
exchange ideas and exper iences rega rd in& f u t u r e opt ions; , bo th f o r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n 
and f o r r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n i n ; c o n n e c t i o n . w i t h t h e s u b j e c t .... 
o f you th . 

17. The a message "addfessed t o t h e you th 
o f t h e r e g i o n by H.E. Mr. B e l i s a r i o . Be tancur , Pres iden t o f .Colombia. I n t h a t 
message, he s a i d t h a t the. Regional Plan o f A c t i o n f o r ..Latin America and the 
Caribbean f o r . t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year prepared by ECLAC was a document which 
o f f e r e d f r u i t f u l prqspect.s, p rov ided that^ i t s recommendations were p u t i n t o 
p r a c t i c e immediate ly and, t h a t i t was rev iewed p e r i o d i c a l l y t o measure t he r e s u l t s 
o f i t s a p p l i c a t i o n a g a i n s t e v o l v i n g s o c i a l i c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

18. I n t h a t respeqt; he emphasized some aspects .of. the. L a t i n American s i t u a t i o n 
which c a l l e d f o r t h e wholehearted*and p r i o r i t y a t t e n t i o n and .ac t ion o f young 
peop le . F i r s t l y , i t : was necessary t o des ign a development p r o j e c t t h a t p u t an; 
end. t p t h e - p r e s e n t . c o m p e t i t i o n . i n waste and d e s t r u c t i o n , as p a r t o f a . g r e a t 
movement o f w o r l d w i d e . s o l i d a r i t y : i . e . , i t was necessary t o promote eco-development 
based on t he e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f w o r l d l y goods.. Fur thermore, i t was e s s e n t i a l 
t o achieve and p reserve n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and wo r l d peace by p romo t ing -coex i s tence , 
j u s t i c e and e q u i t y and a t r u e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t v o c a t i o n . F i n a l l y , i t was necessary 
f o r Mankind t o b u i l d a Utop ia o f freedom by .combin ing t h e lessons o f t he pas t 
w i t h t h e a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e f u t u r e . •'.'.-. . 

19. . The M i n i s t e r o f Educat ion of .Uruguay, s a i d t h a t ,among t h e f a c t o r s which,made 
t h e s i t u a t i o n o f young people i n L a t i n America and t h e Caribbean a source o f concern 
and prompted t he a u t h o r i t i e s t o seek s o l u t i o n s were t h e economic c r i s i s , which 
a f f e c t e d t he educa t i ona l and employment p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f y o u t h , and changes o f a 
p o l i t i c a l " a n d ' s o c i a l n a t u r e , which took young people f rom a s t a t e o f a u t h o r i t a r i a n 

/ r i g i d i t y t o 
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r i g i d i t y t o another stage o f democrat ic f reedom. I n c i rcumstances o f c r i s i s i t 
was necessary t o t a k e measures- t o p r o t e c t young people from., a. s t a t e o f despa i r and 
t o t r y t o ensure t h a t t h e y ; s p e n t t h e i r t ime i n b e n e f i c i a l A c t i v i t i e s . The change 
f rom the r i g i d i t y o f an a u t h o r i t a r i a n régime, t o a democrat ic system based on 
freedom cou ld r e s u l t i n d i s o r i e n t a t i o n and d i s o r d e r , so t h a t i t was necessary t o 
take measures t o channel t h e dynamic f o r c e o f young' people i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 
She stressed' t h a t a l l - p o l i c i e s connected w i t h young people should be e s s e n t i a l l y o f 
an e d u c a t i o n a l n a t u r e , s ince i t was necessary t o prepare young people f o r the 
sc ience and techno logy o f tomorrow and f o r a smooth a d a p t a t i o n t o a process o f 
change i n a c o n t e x t o f freedom a n d : s o c i a l j u s t i c e : t h u s , the g rea t cha l lenge f o r 
t he governments o f today-was i n t h e f i e l d o f educa t i on . 

20. The arms a v a i l a b l e t o governments.at t h e p resen t t ime were, n o t weapons o f 
d e s t r u c t i o n bu t i deas . The f u t u r e tha t , was d e s i r e d f o r the new genera t ions must be 
won on t he bas i s o f r e s p e c t fo r , a l l i d e o l o g i e s . A f t e r q u o t i n g a message f rom 
Mr. Car los Vaz F e r r e i r a , t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d Uruguayan 'ph i losopher , t o a group o f 
young Argent ines i n which he t o l d thetìi t h a t progress, i n s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s r e q u i r e d 
t he c o l l a b o r a t i o n o f t h e d i f f e r e n t genera t ions and the u n i t e d e f f o r t s o f men o f 
g o o d w i l l f rom a l l g e n e r a t i o n s , and t h a t t h e d i v i s i o n i n t o good and bad, and i n t o 
good and bad persons; c u t across t h e d i v i s i o n ; i n t o gene ra t i ons , s ince i t would be 
absurd and r e g r e t t a b l e t o p re tend t h a t goodness* gene ros i t y and i d e a l i s m were the 
temporary monopoly o f a p a r t i c u l a r age-gróup, she ended by d e c l a r i n g t h a t a t t he 
p resen t t ime a l l men o f good w i l P w é r e committed t o t h e task Of g i v i n g f u t u r e 
genera t ions t he happiness they deserved. r " • ? 

6 . Cons ide ra t i on and adop t i on o f t he f i n a l r e p o r t 

21. A f t è r t he Rapporteur had presented thé ' d r a f t r e p o r t , - t he p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the 
meet ing adopted i t t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s annexes. r I n t h a t ; connec t ion , t h e Un i ted States 
d e l e g a t i o n requested t h è i n c l u s i o n i n t he r e p o r t o f t h e f o l l o w i n g s ta temènt : "The 
Un i ted s t a t e s d e l e g a t i o n r e f e r s t o paragraph 19 b f t h e document ' P o l i c i e s t o 
complement t h e Reg iona l P lan o f A c t i o n f o r ' L a t i n Amer ica 'and the Caribbean f o r the. 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year * . That paragraph c o n t a i n s two sentences w h i c h " r e f e r t o 
t h e problem o f t he Fa l k l and I s l a n d s ( M a l v i n a s ) . The Government o f the Un i ted States 
s t r o n g l y suppor ts a p e a c e f u l r é s o l u t i on ; o f t h a t problem. At the same t i f ne , i t 
cannot assoc ia te i t s e l f w i t h the d e s c r i p t i o n o f . the problem which appears i n t h i s 
document.- The Un i ted S ta tes - d e l e g a t i o n . t h e r e f o r e reques ts t h a t the Report o f t h i s 
Conference r e f l e c t t he f a c t , t h a t one d e l e g a t i o n i n d i c a t e d t h a t i t cou ld n o t concur 
w i t h these two sentences.^ The Un i ted S ta tes d e l e g a t i o n a l s o reques ts t h a t t h i s be 
r e f l e c t e d i n t h e document i t s e l f ' . ' . . Three o the r d e l e g a t i o n s a l s o expressed t h e i r > 
disagreement w i t h t he sentences'' in- quest xon. 

22. The p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e meet ing e n t r u s t e d t h e Chairman, the r e p r é s e n t a t i v e 
o f Uruguay, w i t h t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the mee t i ng ' s f i n a l r e p o r t and ; annex t o 
t he Un i t ed Nat ions General Assembly a t t h e l a t t e r ' s f o r t i e t h sess ion , th rough 
t h e i n t e r m e d i a r y o f t h é Uruguayan d e l e g a t i o n when t h e General Assèmbly takes up< 
the s u b j e c t o f . y o u t k . k :. ' • .. ..c: .•".'„.•.. -, 

/ 7 . C los ing-
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^ ,,,, • ? . ,u-.: .. . . ,„, 7., : C los i ng meet ing 

TOetins,'^statements' j p i » ! n?ade by ^ » ¿ ¡ J u i i o A g u i a r , Deputy. 3,. ' 
E'duçation,.cif. o f P r a z i l and o f Nicaragua, 

on beha l f ' o f ' t he p â r t i c i p a p t s ; by 'Mr.-' 'w'., Rama," D i r e c t o r o f t h e ECLAC S o c i a l 
Development " D i v i s i o n , on beha l f , o f t h e Execut iye : Sec re ta r y ofL t he Commission, and 
by Mr. Luis' Salas Ochoà ( r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f V e n e z u e l a ) , ' i n . h i s c a p a c i t y as F i r s t 
Vice-Chairman o f the meet ing. 

: . ' ' • . I I . SUMMARY OF DEBATES ... . _ 

Assessment o f t h e imp lementa t ion o f t h e Reg iona l .P lan o f A c t i o n f o r L a t i n America 
and the Caribbean f o r t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year ( i t e m 3 o f t he agenda) ~ 

a) Statements by the Secretariat ' "./.."' 

24. . Opening t j^e d i scuss ions on i tem. 3 o f . t h e agenda, t h e . S e c r e t a r i a t presented 
t h e document "La i t i n America you th i n , a" t ime, o f change"* aind c r i s i s " , n o t i n g t h a t . 
i t was l i n k e d w i t h ' t h e document p resen ted a t t h e F i r s t l a t i n American and Caribbean 
Régional Meet i i ig f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year,; W t i t l ë d "Tlie p résen t s i t u a t i o n 
arid f u t u r e prospec ts o f L a t i n Airier l e a n . y o u t h " . The "two documents were complemehtarj 
t he last-named r e f e r r e d t o the t r e n d s i n ' L a t i n Ameb"i:câh s o c i e t i e s 'and thë r o l e o f 
you th i n the l a s t t h r e e decades", whi le" t h e document' p repared fo i1 t he p resent 
meet ing d e a l t .w i th t h e consequences f o r you th o f the changes i n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s 
and t h e p resent economic c r i s i s * . 

25. .. A f t e r rioting t he importariqe. o f young people i ' n / t he .populat ion. Of the L a t i n 
Amer ican c o u n t r i e s and t he d i f f e r e n c e s between t he ' / coun t r i es accord ing t b t h e i r , . 
demographic evo lu t ion» , r e fe rence was made t o t h e S i g n i f i c a n t changes i n ;the s o c i a l 
strudtt i i re^tohich. ha<î_ taken pLaicè". iri* t h e l a s t t h i r t y yea rs . T Thë p o p u l a t i o n had 
become predominant ly u rban ; a dominant r o l e . t o d come, t o be p layed by i n d u s t r i a l 
occupat ions .(.in son« c a s e s . I n v o l v i n g advanced t e c h n o l o g y ) ; and s o c i a l , community 
and p roduc t i on suppor t servides" had emerged.' S t a r t i n g f rom low l e v e l s o f c u l t u r e 
where . i l l i t e r a c y predominated,' u r i i v e r s a i access t o p r i m a r y educa t ion had been 
achieved';, t o g e t h e r „w i th . y e t y r ' s i g n i f i d a n t development o f secondary arid h i ghe r 
educa t ion , t o such an e x t e n t t h a t one o u t o f eve ry s i x young people had now reached 
the f l a t t e r l e v e l . ; - S o c i a l de la t i ons ' had'been i r j t e r i s i f i e d as a r e s u l t o f u rban l i f e 
and t t iè iiiasS" media. New i&q42al ' groups ''hSîdt 'emerged which were d e f i n e d n o t o n l y by 
t ypé o f employment and incbifie bu t a l so ' by "educat ion'ar id o p i n i o n s . ' Finally, 
impor tan t changes had taken p lace i n t h e average incômè o f t he p o p u l a t i o n and the 
t ype o f consumpt ion, p a r a l l e l w i t h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f markets and 
s o c i e t i e s . •'" :.y .-••!•.,• I, ' , . . 

26. Those changes b e n e f i t é d yoirng. people i n rtèiriy r e s p e c t s ; b u t a t the same t ime 
they had some" nega t i ve repercuss ions on t h e i r s i t u a t i o n . Yoiing ;people now a t t a i n e d 
much h igher l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n t h a n t h e i r 1 e i d e r s , t h e y were' enablëd t o en te r the~ 
modern'areas o f a c t i v i t y , and they r e c e i v e d t he b u l t u r a l p roduc ts o f i i n i v e r s ë l 
s o c i e t y . Consequent ly , t h e r e was a v i r t u a l 1 t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f the s t r u c t u r e o f 
society" , so t h a t t h e young genera t i on w a s ' n o w ' q u a i i t a t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t f rom i t s ' r ' 

/ e l d e r s . This 
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e l d e r s . Th is process d i d no t f avou r .eve ryone , however: on the c o n t r a r y , young 
people who d i d no t have e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s o r who were on l y ab le t o complete 
a few years* schoo l i ng remained i n á r e l a t i v e l y more m a r g i n a t e d ' s i t u a t i o n than ever . 
That was r e f l e c t e d i n thé c u l t u r a l e x c l u s i o n o f e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s o r s u b c u l t u r e s , 
e a r l y e n t r y i n t o u n s k i l l e d work Or the f o r m a t i o n o f a f a m i l y w h i l e s t i l l an 
ado lescen t , o r the s o c i a l r e p r o d u c t i o n ' o f m a r g i n a l i t y as regards income, c ú l t u r e 
and p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n . ' •" - • 

27. Up t o t he beg inn ing o f t he 1980s, economic growth had been a d r i v i n g f o r c e 
o f change, b u t o f i t s e l f t h a t was n o t enough t o b r i n g about f u l l s o c i a l development. 
I t was s t i l l i m p o r t a n t , t h e r e f o r e , t o work f o r the' development o f c i t i z e n s h i p a long 
t h r e e l i n e s , namely, i n t he s o c i a l sphere, as a .means o f s a t i s f y i n g a l l the bas ic 
development needs o f t he new-genera t ions ; i n t h e f i e l d of- educa t i on , t o p r o v i d e 
t r a i n i n g f o r an i n c r e a s i n g l y oomplex w o r l d , - e v e r y , aspect, o f which was a f f e c t e d by. 
sc i ence ; and i n t h e p o l i t i c a l sphere, as a way o f p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the cho ice o f 
the f u t u r e course o f s o c i e t y . 

28. A f t e r t i t e c y c l e o f major t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s which hcid taken p lace d u r i n g the " 
e a r l y 1980s,, a t w o f o l d c r i s i s had occu r red . One aspect o f .the! c r i s i s had i t s 
o r i g i n i n e x t e r n a l sourcea r e l a t e d to. t he lndebtedness o f the r e g i o n and the 
r e s u l t i n g , r e s t r i c t i o n s on devélopment, w h i l e the o t h e r was the r e s u l t o f the s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l and p o l i t i c a l d i s e q u i l i t r i a i m p l i c i t i n t h e development models f o l l o w e d 
i n t h e p a s t . The s o c i e t i e s , o f L á t i n América, and, consequent ly , t h e i r young 
people as w e l l , were faced w i t h s p e c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s i n g f rom the f a c t t h a t 
t h e i r f u t u r e seeméd u n c e r t a i n and t h e p resen t posed problems which made i t 
d i f f i c u l t f o r young people t o p a r t i c i p a t e f u l l y . There were u n c e r t a i n t i e s rega rd ing 
t h e development o f w o r l d s o c i e t y , r e g a r d i n g t h e p rospec ts o f t h e s c i e n t i f i c and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l changed t a k i n g p lace i n t h e âjèveloped Count r ies and t h e i r impact On 
t h e r e g i o n , and r e g a r d i n g those p r o j e c t s deemed t o be most s u i t a b l e , v iab le " and 
d e s i r a b l e f o r t h e development o ï L a t i n American s o c i e t i e s . Those u n c é r t a i n t l e s 
gave r i s e t o f u r t h e r u n c e r t a i n t y as t o t h é ' v a l u e s and models t h a t might be 
t r a n s m i t t e d t o young peop le . Despi té t h e d i s c r e p a n c i e s , however, t he re was a 
u n i v e r s a l b e l i e f i n t h e r o l e . o f young people as i n t e l l e c t u a l l y q u a l i f i e d human 
resources ( b o t h i n t h e area o f t h e exact sc iences and i n the area o f s o c i a l 
ma t te r s ) and in , t he need t o e s t a b l i s h , t oge the r w i t h young peop le , a procèss o f 
s o c i a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n t h a t would l e a d t o a more democrat ic s o c i e t y . I t was a l so 
g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t t h e r e was a. need f o r g r e a t e r u n i f o r m i t y w i t h rega rd t o 
educa t ion and access t o m a t e r i a l and c u l t u r a l advantages f o r youth'. The c r i s i s -
r e l a t e d r e s t r i c t i o n s .on p a r t i c i p a t i o n wh ich e x i s t e d under t h e present c i rcumstances 
represen ted a cha l lenge and c a l l e d f o r i nnova t i veness . 

29. The c r i s i s had inc reased unemployment and underemployment amoung young 
peop le . Those phenomena no l onger a f f e c t e d o n l y t he poorer g roups, bu t c u t across 
s o c i e t y as a whole . At t h e same t ime, , the educa t ion wh ich some young people had .. 
a l r eady achieved.was wasted, as they had t o work. in. jolas which d i d n o t a l l o w them, 
t o make use o f t h e i r s k i l l s ; t h a t i n t u r n a f f e c t e d t he v a l i d i t y o f educa t ion 
as a t o o l f o r t r a i n i n g young people t o perform., c e r t a i n r o l e s i n s o c i e t y . Those 
phenomena, wh i ch were r e f l e c t e d i n t he f a c t t h a t you th represen ted about, h a l f 
t h e unemployed o f t h e r e g i o n , had occu r red f o l l o w i n g a p e r i o d d u r i n g which the , 
s o c i a l expec ta t i ons and hopes o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n had r i s e n among young peop le ; 

/ i n o the r 
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i n o t h e r words, a f t e r a cyc l e o f o p t i m i ^ r e g a r d i n g the ' t rans fod i i i a t ion and 
modern izat ion o f s o c i e t y , i n which young people had vo iced s t r o n g demands 
concern ing p a r t i c i p a t i o n - i n p o l i t i c a l ' l i f e , ' ' : • "n .. . 

30. Throughout h i s t o r y , t h e you th o f l u t i l i America had p layed a i i a c t i v e r r o l é l i n 
p o l i t i c s and, independent ly o f t h e causes they had defended, had earned t h e 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e i r s o c i è t i e s . Behind t he c o n f l i c t s which had p i t t e d young people 
— u s u a l l y the more educated ones— a g a i n s t s o c i e t y , were opposing views and 
c o n f l i c t s as t o how s o c i e t y should be o rgan ized d u r i n g an i n t e r m e d i a t e stage o f 
development and sharp economic and s o c i a l changes. The commitment o f you th t o a 
democrat ic s o c i a l Order was t h è b a s i s f o r t he permanence o f such an order and 
a c o n d i t i o n f o r i t s cons tan t renewal . From t h a t s t a n d p o i n t , the d i f f i c u l t i e s 
exper ienced by you th and t h e i r exc lus ion 1 f rom t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s b f è d ù c a t i o n and ^ 
employment might hâve néga t i ve i n d i c a t i o n s f o r t h e i r i d è n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h the ; 
p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i ò n s o f a democracy . ; ;. ' 

31. - The r e p o r t o f thé S e c r e t a r i a t concluded by p o i n t i n g ou t t h a t thé r e s t r i c t i o n s 
a r i s i n g f rom the c u r r e n t c r i s i s cou ld be viewed as p r o v i d i n g an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
t r a i n i n g h i g h l y q u a l i f i e d young people who would be capable o f t a k i n g on the. t ask 
o f development d u r i n g t he fo r thcoming t h i r d m i l l e n i u i n . i n t h a t r e g a r d , , m a t e r i a l 
r e s t r i c t i o n s cou ld be overcome by i n t r o d u c i n g i nnova t i ons i n t r a i n i n g and 
employment programmes. The i n c o r p o r a t i o n "of young people as agents o f chángé 
was e s s e n t i a l t o the achievement o f t he goa ls o f development, peace and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n thé f ramework-of a democrat ic s o c i e t y . 

32. The o f f i c e r i n charge o f t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year S e c r e t a r i a t s a i d t h a t 
he ^wished t o convey t h e g r e e t i n g s o f «ra'. L e t i c i a Sháháhí, Un i ted Nat ions A s s i s t a n t 
S e c r e t á ^ G e n e r a l f o r S o c i a l Development and H u m a n i t a r i a A f f a i r s , and o f 
Mr. Mohammed S h a r i f , Execut ive Sec re ta ry o f t hè I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Yeai?. He 
thanked the Government o f Uruguay f o r i t s i n v a l u a b l e and e f f i c i e n t ass i s tance 
i n the h o l d i n g o f t he meet ing; : ; 

33. . He a l so expressed h i s thanks t o ECLA'C f o r i t s a c t i v i t i e s i n ^ & £ à r î i i g and 
c e l e b r a t i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year i n t hé r é g i o n ; ' 

34. He s a i d t h a t , thanks t o the remarkable e f f o r t s ' made by governments, t o the 
e f f i c i é n t ope ra t i on o f many o f the N a t i o n a l C o - o r d i n a t i n g Committees and t o the 
a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d o u t by a l a r g e number o f you th o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i t cou ld be 
s a i d t h a t t h é i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' Youth Year ( IYY) had been a s i g n i f i c a n t event and' 
would have a l a s t i n g impact on the r e g i o n . ' , ' 

35. The deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s had c a r r i e d o u t many a c t i v i t i e s i n connect ion w i t h 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year , and many o f them had e s t a b l i s h e d new permanent 
s t r u c t u r e s devoted t o you th Work. At p r e s e n t , 1 5 8 * c o u n t r i e s had n a t i o n a l ; 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g committees o r o the r c o - o r d i n a t i o n ' mechanisms which had been c rea ted 
as a r e s u l t o f t h e ' c e l e b r a t i o n o f t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year. 

/ 3 6 . A c t i n g 
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36. A c t i n g on s e v e r a l p roposa ls by/governments and non-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
t h e Un i ted Nat ions Genera l .Assen^ ly had .dec ided , a t i t s . t h i r t y - n i n t h sess ion , t o 
devote s e v e r a l meet ings d u r i n g the f o r t i e t h session.; t o the ques t i on o f you th and 
t o des igna te i t as t h e World Conference on the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year. At t h a t 
sess ion , t he "Gu ide l i nes f o r f u r t h e r p l ann ing and s u i t a b l e < f o l l o w - u p i n t he f i e l d ' 
o f y o u t h ' ^ / t h a t had been; prepared by the Adv iso ry Committee f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Year would .be adopted .as a t o o l t o . suppor t - f u t u r e a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t i n g t o 
you th a t t he n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l , l e v e l s . . 

37. , F i n a l l y , he s t r e s s e d t h a t the lesson which t h e S e c r e t a r i a t f o r t he . 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year had l ea rned i n p r e p a r i n g t he a c t i v i t i e s f o r the Year had 
been t h a t you th must be cons idered no t as o b j e c t s b u t as members ç f the s o c i a l 
p rocess , as f u l l - f l e d g e d p r o t a g o n i s t s who must be respec ted as i n d i v i d u a l s and ; -
whose r i g h t t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n decision-ma,king must be recogn ized. Only thus 
would they p l a y a s i g n i f i c a n t and c r e a t i v e r o l e i n a c t i o n a imed-at d e a l i n g w i t h . 
t h e c r i s i s and i n development s t r a t e g i e s . Only thus would the i d e a l s o f 
P a r t i c i p a t i o n , Development and Peace have >a r e a l r a t h e r than a p u r e l y r h e t o r i c a l 
meaning. . - , . • - . - -

b) ; Statements by c o u n t r i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

38. The d e l e g a t i o n s r e f e r r e d .to t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n s i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s , on 
t he bas i s o f t he d i a g n o s t i c s t u d i e s p resented by t h e S e c r e t a r i a t a t the f i r s t 
r e g i o n a l meet ing on y o u t h , h e l d in.19.83 i n San José, Costa R i ca , and a t the 
p resent meet ing . Severa l de lega t i ons accompanied t h e i r s tatements w i t h documents 
d e s c r i b i n g t h è • n a t i o n a l . s i t u a t i o n s < i n d e t a i l , e s p e c i a l l y as . r ega rds éducat ion 
and employment.. Th is s e c t i o n , o f . the r e p o r t on l y seeks t o assemble and se t f o r t h 
the genera l l i n e s o f the v iews expressed by de lega t i ons , . summar i z i ng the main 
p o i n t s r e p e a t e d l y made i n t h e va r i ous s ta tements . • . . . 

39. The main common f e a t u r e o f the statements made by the c o u n t r i e s . a n d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s was t h e i r concern w i t h the e f f e c t s o f t he shortcomings i n the 
development .npdel .and t h e impact o f the p resen t c r i s i s on the s i t u a t i o n o f you th . 
Considerable concern was also, t o be no ted f o r .the achievement o f h i ghe r 
e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s f o r t he you th o f the r e g i o n and t h e adap ta t i on o f educat ion 
t o t he many s c i e n t i f i c , t e c h n o l o g i c a l and o t h e r changes to.-be observed i n the 
w o r l d . I n s p i t e o f t h e p rogress made, i n t he I n c o r p o r a t i o n P f young people and 
i n the f o s t e r i n g o f g r e a t e r ^awareness o f the problems o f you th i n s o c i e t i e s and 
governments,,. i t was no ted t h a t t he re was s t i l l a l a c k o f knowledge about the 
t r a i n i n g o f you th and t h e i r i n s e r t i o n i n t o s o c i e t y , and t h a t -the s o c i a l awareness 
i n t h a t r e s p e c t was s t i l l i n s u f f i c i e n t , thus h i n d e r i n g t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f s u i t a b l e 
you th development p o l i c i e s . . :,... < . '. 

40. There was. consensus r e g a r d i n g the.enormous importance o f the f u l l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young peop le f o r s o c i e t y " i n .gene ra l i and-democrat ic s o c i e t y i n 
p a r t i c u l a r . One d e l e g a t i o n n o t e d . i n t h a t r espec t t h a t . y o u n g people must emerge 
f rom t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n o f on lookers and consc ious ly p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
changes that ,needs t a k e p lace i n L a t i n American and Caribbean s o c i e t i e s . 

* / A /40 /256 . 
/ I n t h a t 
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I n tha t , connect ion , seve ra l -de lega t i ons r e c a l l e d .. their - coun t r i es ' ! s t a tus o f 
" y o u t h f u l na t ions" , . . wi th* a very h igh prop'oction-- of/Jtfa* pttpuJatiGn'teonsisting of, 
young people. At the. same t i n » , . many de legat ions , noted; tha . t i n> i the i r coun t r i es 
young people entered o r g a n i z a t i o n s and began t o exerc ise- the- r i g h t , : t o vote a t an 
ea r l y age. Emphasis was a l so p laced on the importance o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f 
j u v e n i l e s and s tudents as means o f enab l i ng young people t o ga in access t o s o c i a l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n . •..•;.: ••:•• " - . .:.• - y ; , • ; . 

41. The p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young people as s o c i a l a c t o r s i n t he process o f change.: 
o f the. reg ion and a s - a c t i v e ' sub jec t s .of: youth p o l i c i e s was a l s o s t ressed by most 
de legat ions^ . In t h a t r e s p e c t , t h e r e was consensus t h a t young ideas: c o u l d make a 
b i g c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h a t process;and t h a t i t was impor tan t t o promote f a c i l i t i e s 
f o r the development o f such new-ideas-among young people ¿' as w e l l as f o r t h e i r 
d isseminat ion t o the r e s t o f s o c i e t y , i n keeping w i t h the a c t i v e r o l e assigned t o 
youth i n the processes o f c o n s t r u c t i o n - a n d c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f democracy i n the 
reg ion. : Seve ra l . de lega t i ons noted the r i s k s i-created f o r democratic coexis tence 
by the apathy, p a s s i v i t y o r a t t i t u d e s ' o f r e j e c t i o n produced among broad groups 
o f young people i n the r e g i o n , above a l l by the shortcomings o f the development 
model and the e f f e c t s o f ithes c r i s i s on young .peop le ' s p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f becoming < 
r e a l l y i n t e g r a t e d i n t o s o c i e t y , which was r e f l e c t e d i n m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n , extreme 
pove r t y , and a lso despera t ion , - skep t i c i sm and rebe l l i ousness among youth . 

42. Many de lega t ions a l s o expressed t h e i r v iew t h a t some t rauma t i c experiences 
o f p o l i t i c a l developments had a f f e c t e d the r e l a t i o n s between s o c i e t i e s and t h e i r 
young people and had been p a r t l y respons ib le f o r forms o f behaviour con t ra ry t o 
the f u l l development o f . t he human p e r s o n a l i t y . I n t h a t connec t ion , some ; 

delegat ions made s p e c i a l re fe rence t o what they c a l l e d the ' ' g r a v i t y " o f c e r t a i n 
youth s i t u a t i o n s , g i v i n g examples f rom t h e i r own c o u n t r i e s . Other de l ega t i ons , 
however, wh i le no t d i sagree ing w i t h the f o r e g o i n g , p r e f e r r e d t o emphasize the 
p o s i t i v e aspects o f t h e i r governments' ac t i ons i n t h a t f i e l d . 

43. - I t ,was a lso noted t h a t f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n by you th demanded f u l l . c i t i z e n s h i p , 
both on the p o l i t i c a l and on the c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l l e v e l s , which i n many 
s o c i e t i e s s t i l l represented, a chal lenge, t o be taken up by soc i e t y as a whole and . 
above a l l by young people themselves. One de lega t i on sa id t h a t a l though i t was 
q u i t e t r ue t h a t in. order , t o so lve the problems o f young people i t was : necessary 
t o solve .the: problems o f soc i e t y às a whole, i t was nonetheless t r u e t h a t young 
people-themselves were an e f f e c t i v e : ins t rument f o r t h a t purpose. Another 
de legat ion noted the need t o a r t i c u l a t e youth p a r t i c i p a t i o n around p ro j ec t s , capable 
o f un i t i ng , the des i res o f young people., emphasizing t h a t i n i t s coun t r y »niany;/ 
va luab le i n i t i a t i v e s , had come f rom t he l o c a l l e v e l and had subsequent ly been 
adopted by the n a t i o n a l cen t res . • .-. ".-••• :' ' 

44. I n s h o r t , w i t h r e g a r d . t o the t o p i c o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n t h e r e was consensus 
among the de lega t ions on the dec i s i ve r o l e o f thé s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o r 
o f young people i n the tasks i nvo l ved i n the b u i l d i n g ò f s o c i e t y and the overcoming 
o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s ; c u r r e n t l y be ing faced-by the coun t r i es o f the r e g i o n . 

/ 4 5 . -As 
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45. As- regards the t o p i c o f development, the de lega t i ons l a i d ve ry s p e c i a l s t r ess 
on t h e p resent s i t u a t i o n o f , you th i n the f i e l d s o f educat ion and. employment, 
v i e w i n g t h i s quest ion , no t o n l y f rom the p o i n t o f v iew o f p u r e l y economic, f a c t o r s , 
b u t a l so f rom t h a t . o f t h e s o c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d t o i n the 
f o r e g o i n g paragraphs on p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

46. The t o p i c o f educa t ion was d e a l t w i t h by a l l t he p a r t i c i p a t i n g de lega t i ons 
and was g e n e r a l l y g i ven a prominent p lace i n t h e i r s ta tements , thus endors ing 
the v iew expressed by t h e Chairman ofh.the meet ing a t the opening meet ing , to. the. 
e f f e c t t h a t " you th p o l i c y i s b a s i c a l l y educa t ion p o l i c y " * Reference was made t o 
n a t i o n a l e f f o r t s i n t h i s , f i e l d , r a n g i n g f rom l i t e r a c y campaigns t o advanced, 
r esea rch a c t i v i t i e s , w h i l e t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g and u n i v e r s i t y educa t ion were, a l so 
ment ioned. The de lega t i ons c o n c u r r e d . w i t h r ega rd t o t h e . i m p o r t a n t r o l e o f . 
educa t ion i n processes- o f n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g and c o n s o l i d a t i o n o f democrat ic forms 
o f coex i s tence , and i t was dec la red t h a t r e s t r i c t e d access t o . e d u c a t i o n and the 
consequent l a c k o f p r o f e s s i o n a l t r a i n i n g tended t o pe rpe tua te p o v e r t y cyc les and 
t o p r e v e n t the p a r t i c i p a t i o n , o f young people i n development. 

47. W i th rega rd to. t h é r e l a t i o n s h i p between .educat ion and development, the 
genera l concern was expressed t h a t the c u r r e n t w o r l d c i rcumstances posed a .cha l l enge 
t o t h e r e g i o n i n t h e sense tha t , i t must achieve t e c h n o l o g i c a l .and s c i e n t i f i c 
mode rn i za t i on ; t o t h a t end, a major r o l e must be ass igned t o t r a i n i n g . I n t h a t 
r e s p e c t , r e f e r e n c e was made t o the need f o r t h e improvement o f t r a i n i n g i n 
mathemat ics, da ta p rocess ing and. t he sc iences i n gene ra l . 

48. Ment ion was a l so made o f the r o l e o f t h e s o c i a l sc iences i n the educa t ion 
o f t h e younger genera t ions and i n p r e p a r i n g them t o dea l w i t h t h e problems o f 
t h e i r s o c i e t i e s . 

49. Some de legat ions, a l s o r e f e r r e d - t o - o t h e r ma t te rs p e r t a i n i n g t o educa t i on , 
programmes t o p r o v i d e f e l l o w s h i p s and ass i s t ance f o r s t u d e n t s , t h e es tab l i shment 
o f t h e proper r e l a t i o n s h i p between manual•and i n t e l l e c t u a l work w i t h a v iew t o 
r e v e r s i n g t h e tendency t o separate them, and t h e need t o t r a i n people t o va lue 
a l l work, as such. Reference was. a l so made to', t h e problem o f poor a s s i m i l a t i o n o f 
t he con ten t s o f b a s i c - e d u c a t i o n , which was f r e q u e n t l y r e f l e c t e d i n mediocre 
r e s u l t s i n subsequent 's tages o f e d u c a t i o n , and the f a c t t h a t many young pëople 
had t o work a t t h e same t ime t h a t t hey were s t u d y i n g , ' which represen ted an 
ove r l oad o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Among the s teps some c o u n t r i e s had taken t o so lve 
problems i n - t h e f i e l d o f educa t ion were s p e c i a l worker educat ion f a c i l i t i e s , ; 

s p e c i a l e d u c a t i o n a l programmes-;, thé f i n a n c i n g o f educat ion th rough budgetary •'•• 
measures which made i t compulsory t o s e t as ide a c e r t a i n percentage. 'o f t a x 
revenues f o r t he maintenance and development o f educa t i on , and o t h e r s . -

50. Wi th rega rd t o employment,- i t was clear., f rom t h e statements made t h a t the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young people i n thé economica l l y a c t i v e p o p u l a t i o n had inc reased 
a n d : t h a t , a t t h e same t i m e , the number o f young people who were l o o k i n g f o r work 
bu t were s t i l l unemployed had. a l so inc reased . A l a r g e number . o f " d e l e g a t i o n s 
s t r e s s e d t h a t t he task o f p r o v i d i n g p r o d u c t i v e employment f o r the l a r g e con t ingen ts 
o f young people who were j o i n i n g the work f o r c e represen ted a c h a l l e n g e , and they 

/ment ioned s teps 
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mentioned : steps t h a t had -been1 taken in . t h a t regard . . I t ,was. .$1?° ^e i j t i oned t h a t , 
a l though t h e problem was p a r t i c u l a r l y se r i ous i n the develop ing. c o u n t r i e s , / i t a lso 
a f f e c t e d the developed c o u n t r i e s . - ,- . . ,,.. . 

51. Some rep resen ta t i ves l i n d i c a t e d / t h ^ t , as a . - res l i ^ o f , 
t he re had been a worsening of the :work -situation, o f . young, peop le , who'in^'many 
cases had taiœn up own-account, work o r become. unpaid f a m i l y workers . Hence, there: 
was an increase i n t he t r e n d towards underemployment." 

52. Mention was a l s o made o f t he rap^d increase i n : t h e , supply o f young female 
labour i n occupat ions t h a t were no t always cons i s ten t w i t h t he educa t i ona l l e v e l s 
o f t h e young women. The economic .recession. l^i^c4ffected.'WOinei^ t o •à \ ' gpeà t^ degree. 

53 . ' I n ¡ t ha t r e s p e c t , the ^ p r ç a ^ t ^ t & Y ® ^ .described t h a t O rgan i za t i on ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s i n promot ing the . employment ,jç>f y o u n g . . p e o p l e p a r t i c y & a r l y „ w i t h rega rd 
t o the development o f employment i n r u r a l areas and i n t ^ e . i n f ç i n ^ . ^ „ 
I t was a lso work ing t o he lp young people f i n d jobs t h a t were s u i t e d t o t h e i r ' 
educat ion ..'and t r a i n i n g , J'-.-:•;. :. , r,;. ,"•.;.-••. .•-;•-.- • . •• 

54. Emphasis was a lso p laced on the ; s i t u a t i o n o f c e r t a i n groups o f young people 
—such as indigenous youth-TT whose, p o s i t i o n j w i t h regard t p ^ n a t i o r i a l and ¿ ù l t u r a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n , and, s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h - r e g a r d - t o work, was./^anomalpus, i n seve ra l 
respec ts . 

55;. Several, de lega t ions a lso. . - referred t o the ques t i on ,p f .peàpê . - rbnè o f t h e -
goals o f t h e • I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year—, making i t c l e a r t h a t / the coun t r i es o f the 
reg ion asp i red t o achieve development w i t h i n t h e framework o f peace. "In t h a t 
connect ion, seve ra l de lega t ions r e f e r r e d t o the peace i n i t i a t i v e s o f the Contadbra 
Group and expressed t h e i r ^unreserved suppor t f o r those e f f o r t s . One de lega t i on 
sa id t h a t w i t hou t peace , i t jwas not.; poss i b l e t o achieve development,' and w i t h o u t 
development, peace cou ld on ly t ibe .p recar ious . ;.:iHe s t ressed t h a t , i f peace and 
development were t o be ach ieved, t he re must be a j o i n t w i l l i n g n e s s t o Work t o 
t h a t end among.;all thé: sect ors., o f . the qommunity-»,, i n c l u d i n g the ypung people,. 
One de lega t ion s a i d t h a t .war.;was- t h e fundamenta lp rob lem which a f f e c t e d thé you th 
o f h i s country,.inasmuch as , i t d i v e r t e d resources, from! development and exacted 
an extremely, h igh .cost i n young l i v e s and , in human s u f f e r i n g . " . „ .... ' / V V ' . -

56. : I n a d d i t i o n t o the th ree top ics , q f t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth.'Year .;' 
— p a r t i c i p a t i o n * - development and peace—; the-, de legat ions s t ressed o the rs which 
were, a l s o m a t t e r s o f ,.great concern t o ¡ t h e i r governments. .. ,, 

57. I n t h a t rega rd , ment ion was made, o f the. quest ion o f d rugs , which was .of 
p a r t i c u l a r concern t o seve ra l governments o f the. region... I t was impor tan t t o 
channel the d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n o f young peop le , which was o f t e n due t o the excessive 
expecta t ions o f consumerism c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f a c e r t a i n s o c i a l model, by 
m o b i l i z i n g the people t o c reate a n e w . s t y l e o f development and by s t reng then ing 
t h e i r c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y , ..the . l a t t e r be ing understood no t as § pas t t h a t was. 
o f t e n f raugh t w i t h misunderstandings and enmi ty , but r a t h e r as' a f u t u r e and as à 
shared p r o j e c t . I n connect ion w i t h the quest ion o f drugs, one de lega t i on sa id 

/ t h a t , because 
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t h a t , because young peop le ' r ep resen ted an i n v a l u a b l e human resource for- the 
development o f n a t i o n s , ; d H i g abuse and i t s sinister i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r youth 
rep resen ted an ex t remely s e r i o u s problem. I n that- r ega rd j" he" drew a t t e n t i o n 
t o t he f a c t t h a t t h e Qu i to D e c l a r a t i o n , s igned i n August 1984, i nc l uded a request 
t o t he competent i n t e r n a t i o n a l ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o classify drug t r a f f i c k i n g as a 
cr ime aga ins t 'humanity and1 'ah"appeal for* the c r e a t i o n o f a world- o r r e g i o n a l 
fund' t o be used t o a s s i s t deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s t h a t were a f f e c t e d by drug 
t r a f f i c k i n g . ... • - . . • / . : - , v : ; 

58. A l l de l ega t i ons r e f e r r e d t o n a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s i n connec t ion w i t h t h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Yoùth' Yêàr . I n t h a t respec t , t hey no ted t h a t most o f t he coun t r i es 
o f t h e r e g i o n had "set up i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e ' s , w i t h a view t o t he a p p l i c a t i o n 
o f l o n g - t e r m p o l i c i e s , t o c o - o r d i n a t e the work o f the va r ious S ta te u n i t s and 
t he a c t i v i t i e s o f t henon -gove r r imen ta l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the f i e l d o f you th . That 
f a c t r a i s e d hopes t h a t t he t o p i c cou ld become p a r t o f an i n t e g r a t e d economic and 
s o c i a l development approach. : .-'.a v • '. "•- n-v;--

59. Severa l de lega t i ons mentioned events t o be c a r r i e d ou t as "pa r t Of; the;.. : i . i : 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year , among them the h o l d i n g o f a L a t i n American Congress o f 
Young Ideas . They a l s o enumerated the a c t i v i t i e s b e i n g c a r r i e d ou t o r scheduled* 
f o r t h a t purpose, i n c l u d i n g - a r t i s t i c , l i t e r a r y and s p o r t i n g compe t i t i ons , ; • 
s e n s i t i z a t i o n a c t i o n s , campaigns i n the mass media, e t c . J: • 

60. Another impo r tan t t o p i c r e f e r r e d t o i n the debates was t h a t o f the 
envi ronment." I t was dec la red t h a t f u t u r e ' g e n e r a t i o n s cou ld no t b e . l e f t a bar ren 
and empty w o r l d as' t h e i r b i r t h r i g h t and t h a t the environment t h e r e f o r e represented 
a f u r t h e r cha l lenge t h a t must be d e a l t w i t h . 

61. Severa l d e l e g a t i o n s s t ressed the impor tance"o f s p o r t and r e c r e a t i v e 
a c t i v i t i e s i n t he f o r m a t i o n o f hea l t hy young people and gave d e t a i l s o f the-
programmes be ing a p p l i e d i n t h e i r c o u n t r i e s t o promote- s p o r t . 

62.. Severa l d e l e g a t i o n s o f developed member Coun t r i es o f the Commission 
expressed keen i n t e r è s t i n c b - o p e r a t i ô n between; thé you th o f t h e i r c o u n t r i e s .. 
and young people o f deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s o f thé r e g i o n . One d e l e g a t i o n s a i d 
t h a t t he young people o f i t s coun t ry had a g r e a t awareness o f the va lue o f : such 
c o - o p e r a t i o n and many p f them who were concerned w i t h the f u t u r e o f mankind 
engaged i n var ious; forms o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l v o l u n t a r y se rv i ce ; - Another .de lega t ion 
o f a developed'member c o u n t r y - o f ECLAC s a i d t h a t i t s c o u n t r y ' s co-opera t ion ' 
w i t h t he L a t i n American nat ic ins i n the f i e l d o f you th took p lace a t a- number o f : 
l e v e l s : a) a t the government l e v e l , and e s p e c i a l l y w i t h the governments o f 
c o u n t r i e s ' wh ich had r e c e n t l y r e tu rned ' t o democracy; b ) a t t he exper t " l eve l ; ! 
c ) a t t h e l e v e l o f l eaders o f youth'movements, and 'd ) a t t he l e v e l o f young people 
i n g e n e r a l . : ' 

6 3 • Ohe d e l e g a t i o n no ted t h a t r e g i o n a l i n t e g r a t i o n cou ld be of. importance i n 
t h i s sphere t o o , e s p e c i a l l y f o r the sma l l é r Caribbean c o u n t r i é s . •- • ' 

• : ' • . . -, . , - . " . . / 6 4 . Severa l 
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64. Several, de lega t ions mentioned the e f f e c t i v e , ass is tance in. the proper execut ion 
o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year a c t i v i t i e s prov ided by the Trust Fund se t up f o r t h a t 
Year Mid expressed t h e i r " i n t e r e s t i n ' ^he - ' c iM t inua t iQh ' .o f - ' t ha t Tt i&d's ' opera t ions i n 
the f u t u r e . 

65. The rep resen ta t i ve o f .the O f f i c e o f the ' .Uni ted-Nat ions High Commissioner 
f o r Refugees (UNHCR), a f t e r s t r e s s i n g the s p e c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s o f young re fugees , 
urged those" L a t i n American coun t r i es which had no t a l ready done so t o accede; t o 
the 1951 Convention and 1967 P r o t o c o l on the s t a tus o f re fugees. She.also appealed 
t o the rep resen ta t i ves o f the var ious c o u n t r i e s t o g ive t h e i r suppor t , a t the ... 
OAS General Assembly t o be he ld i n November, t o the conc lus ions o f the 1984 
Cartagena Col loquium on Refugees, and e s p e c i a l l y .those r e l a t i n g t o the expanded . 
d e f i n i t i o n o f re fugees. <•• , . 

66. The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f UNESCO s a i d t h a t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , most o f whose • 
programmes were b a s i c a l l y aimed a t the new genera t ions , pursued the f o l l o w i n g : 
ob jec t i ves i n the f i e l d o f youth a c t i v i t i e s : i ) promot ing research on youth i n 
the var ious reg ions o f the w o r l d ; i i ) f u r t h e r i n g the d issemina t ion and exchange 
o f i n f o rma t i on on and f o r young peop le ; .and i i i ) he l p i ng t o prepare p o l i c i e s ¡and 
execute programmes designed t o . secure the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f .young people i n a l l 
aspects o f the l i f e o f t h e i r s o c i e t i e s . Among the many a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d ou t 
by UNESCO i n t h a t f i e l d was t h e recen t World .Youth Congress h e l d i n Barcelona 
i n Ju l y 1985, i n which Over 5.00 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ' a n d observers , f rom 118 coun t r i es 
and 98 non-governmental o rgan i za t i ons had taken p a r t . •• •' <- . 

67. The genera l conc lus ion o f t he debates on t h i s i t em o f the agenda was t h a t 
i n t he view o f t he meeting t h e problems o f youth were a d e f l e c t i o n o f the problems 
o f soc ie t y as a whole, and concern f o r you th a l s o meant concern f o r the f u t u r e 
o f the s o c i e t i e s o f L a t i n America and the Caribbean, which was inseparab le f rom 
the chal lenges o f l ong - te rm development. > < 

68. As one speaker po in ted o u t , the phenomenon o f youth p a r t i c i p a t i o n had- , 
a t t a i n e d i t s g rea t f o r c e and s i g n i f i c a n c e o n l y i n t he present c e n t u r y , and i t had 
now become an ind ispensab le f o r c e i n t he b u i l d i n g o f s o c i e t y and democrat ic ways 
o f l i f e . Some exper iences recounted by de lega t ions made i t poss i b l e t o foresee 
the poss ib le f u t u r e r o l e o f youth i n t h i s respec t and the d e s i r a b i l i t y t h a t youth 
i t s e l f should be a s o c i a l a c t o r i n a process hav ing as i t s aims r e s p e c t . f o r the . 
l i f e and d i g n i t y o f young:.people and o f a l l human be ings , f u l l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
and p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n by you th , access t o educat ion and h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , 
and complete e q u a l i t y o f o p p o r t u n i t y . 

O r ien ta t i ons f o r f u t u r e p o l i c i e s complementary t o the Regional Plan o f Ac t ion 
( i t e m 4 o f the agenda) 

69. With regard t o t h i s i t em, the de lega t ions approved the t e x t g iven i n 
the annex.*/ 

V See a l so paragraph 21 o f t h i s r e p o r t . 

/The g l o b a l 
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The g l o b a l framework. Examinat ion o f ' t h e g u i d e l i n e s f o r f u r t h e r p l ann ing and 
s u i t a b l e f o l l o w - u p i n t h e f i e l d o f you th e l a b o r a t e d by the Adv isory Committee 
f o r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year ( i t e m 5 o f t h e agenda) ; . .-.. 

70. I n t he d i s c u s s i o n o f i t em 5 o f t h e agenda, t he r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t he Centre 
f o r S o c i a l Development and Humani tar ian A f f a i r s p resented t h e document "Gu ide l ines 
f o r f u r t h e r p l a n n i n g and s u i t a b l e f o l l o w - u p i n t h e f i e l d o f you th " ( s e c t i o n I I I 
o f document A /40 /256) prepared by t he Adv isory Committee f o r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Year f o r submiss ion t o t h e General Assenibly f o r approva l a t i t s f o r t i e t h 
sess ion . . - ' ' • • •> 

71. The meet ing t o o k note o f t h i s document w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n , c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t 
i t e f f e c t i v e l y compi led the exper ience accumulated d u r i n g the p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r the 
Year and t h a t i t s g u i d e l i n e s represen ted a u s e f u l i ns t rumen t f o r governments, the 
Un i ted Nat ions System axk l ^you th 'o rgan iza t ions i n 
a c t i v i t i e s a f t e r 1985. 

f o l l o w i n g - u p y o u t h - r e l a t e d 

72. The meet ing a l so -exp ressed i t s a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the work done by the Centre 
f o r S o c i a l Development and Humani tar ian A f f a i r s — e s p e c i a l l y t h a t done by the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l I f ó u t h Year S e c r é t a r i a t i n p r e p a r i n g f o r the Year— and emphasized the 
need t o con t i nue c ò - o p é r a t i o n w i t h i n t h e Un i ted Nat ions System and between t h a t 
System and governments and non-governmental you th 'or y o u t h - r è i a t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n o rde r t o p r o v i d e l o n g - t e r m responses ' t o t h e prob lems, cha l lenges and hopes o f 
you th under t h e s logan : P a r t i c i p a t i o n , Development,: Peace. 

. ""•• ' ;IÌI. DECISI0N9V RECOMMENDATIONS' AND-RESOLUTIONS -

73. The meet ing adopted by consensus t he P o l i c i e s t ô Complement¡the Regional 
P lan o f A c t i o n f o r L a t i n America and the Car ibbean f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth 
Year , which appear, i n t h e annex t o t h i s r e p o r t . • 

74. : The meet ing a l s o adopted"by consénsus t he f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n s : 
a) S o l i d a r i t y w i t h t he e f f o r t s t o ach ieve peace i n C e n t r a l America t h a t are be ing 
made by ' the Còntadora Group and the Lima Support Group; b ) L a t i n American and 
Caribbean Youth Dècade; c ) Measures f o r e l i m i n a t i n g d rug t r a f f i c ; d) Problems o f 
Youth i n Caribbean I s l a n d Developing Coun t r i es . The t e x t o f thèse r e s o l ù t i o n s : 
i s g i ven below. . .'•„• 
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SOLIDARITY WIT$ THE EFFORTS'- TO ACHIEVE PEACE 
I N CENTRAL AMERICA THAT ARE BEING MADE BY 

THE CONTADORA. GROUP AND THE LIMA. SUPPORT. , , 
.: . G R O U P ' • : • •••"'''.' ' ; ; ' 

. ! •;• :.**i•.. •-;>..; *• ~ l - í i\ 'x-' > • :.': ••••...-' 

The Second L a t i n American and.Car ibbean. Reg iona l M e e t i n g . f o r t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth' Year," .'"•''' ' • ' " : : ' ; •• V : ; .. - ..;....'•' ••••..:' 

R e c a l l i n g t he p r i n c i p l e s s e t f o r t h i n the Un i ted Na t ions Cha r te r concern ing 
n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e i n t e r n a l . . a f f a i r s o f Stai je^. -tifa. s e t t l e m e n t 
o f d isputes¿ '•' •' 'V •'•' " ; ••/•••'•••-"••' '• .< • . . . •••: •• • ..... ---.v. •• •< : ... ;. --.i'itv ;':>i»if; r, 3.Í.;/':".,•• .< .. • • . 

A lso r e c a l l i n g Un i t ed Nat ions 6ener¿^"Ass¿5®Í^ í?éÍo Íu t io fa8 ' 3'8/íó' ' o f " 
11 November 1983 and 39/4 o f 30 October 1984 , . conce rn ing s u p p o r t f o r . t he e f f o r t s 
o f t he Contadora Group, ' ; _ * " „ ' r " - ' ^ - ~J """ • 

S e r i o u s l y concerned about t h e C e n t r a l American cVisis and"'the c o n f l i c t s t o 
wh ich x t . has g i v e n r i s e ..—a. c r i s e s , which, has i t s r o o t s i n .economic and s o c i a l 
i n e q u a l i t i e s * anci i n s t ruc tu res ' 1 wh ich " l i m i t free*' e X ] 3 r e á á i o h \ ^ d ' ^ 
i n the p o l i t i c a l processes t h a t r e f l e c t t he e s s e n t i a l a s p i r a t i o n s o f each s o c i e t y , 

R e a f f i r m i n g , i n accordance w i t h the Reg iona l P lan o f A c t i o n f o r L a t i n 
America and t he Caribbean f o r t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Y e a r , . t h e i m p o r t a n t r o l e 
t h a t young peop le shou ld p l a y i n work ing f o r peace i n the r e g i o n , 

1. Expresses i t s f u l l e s t suppor t f o r t he e f f o r t s b e i n g made by t he 
Contadora Group and the Lima Suppor t Group t o ach ieve peace i n C e n t r a l Amer ica ; 

2 . Urges a l l S t a t e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those hav ing l i n k s and i n t e r e s t s i n 
t h e r e g i o n , t o promote t h e speedy c o n c l u s i o n and s i g n a t u r e o f t he Contadora Ac t 
on Peace and Co -ope ra t i on i n C e n t r a l America as a l e g a l i ns t r umen t s e t t i n g f o r t h 
t he p o l i t i c a l commitments t o unde rs tand ing i n t he r e g i o n , and t o work f o r t he 
e f f e c t i v e imp lemen ta t i on o f t h i s A c t ; 

3. Rea f f i rms t h a t t he e f f o r t s promoted by t h e c o u n t r i e s o f t he Contadora 
Group t o ach ieve a p e a c e f u l and n e g o t i a t e d s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e C e n t r a l American 
r e g i o n are an exp ress i on o f the p o l i t i c a l w i l l and s o l i d a r i t y o f t he L a t i n 
American and Car ibbean c o u n t r i e s and r e p r e s e n t t he o n l y v i a b l e way t o ach ieve 
peace and r e s t o r e harmony and c o - o p e r a t i o n among t h e c o u n t r i e s o f C e n t r a l America. 

/LATIN AMERICAN 
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LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN YOUTH DECADE 

The Second L a t i n American and Caribbean Regional Meet ing f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Year , 

R e a l i z i n g t h a t the many a c t i v i t i e s c a r r i e d ou t i n connect ion w i t h t he 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year have conf i rmed, the ex i s tence o f fundamental problems 
among the you th o f L a t i n America and the Car ibbean, 

Bear ing i n mind t h a t t h e s t u d i e s which have been ca r r i ed , o u t concern ing 
these fundamental problems can serve as a bas i s f o r des ign ing po l i c i es -J i imed 
a t s o l v i n g them, 

Convinced t h a t these problem® cannot be Solved unl-egS' the s o l u t i o n s are . 
p iacèd w i t h i n the context , o f a medium- and l o n g - t e r m programme,1 which c a l l s f o r 
a sus ta ined e f f o r t a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l , 

Reca l l i ng , t h a t the Regional P l a n - o f \ A c t i o n f o r Latin- ¡America ;and the 
Caribbean f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Yo\i th Year i foefers t o a t l i i r ï ï s tage o f the 

- cove r i ng the year's •l'98S ivtO. 1995£ •»/:••• -c. v.. r . r ,.v>- v . • • : 

Decides t o dëèignate t h e p e r i o d 1986-1995 as t he L a t i n American and 
Caribbean Youth Décade, ; .- ; v "•./ 
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MEASURES/FOR- .ELIMINATING DRUG 'TRAFFIC 

The Second L a t i n American and. Caribbean;/Region^}; M e e t i n g fó r - the 1 . I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 
Youth Year, — 

' C c> ns ider ing t h a t . drug . . t r a f f i c k i n g -.and? dgfug'.&buse ¿re " 'spreading throughout 
the w o r l d and., tha t . many -goyex^jMlilbs have^ id i f f i ca i l t y ' i n s u s t a i n i n g à ' s t rugg le : which 
r e q u i r e ^ the o u t l a y o f enorcaquR i f i n a n e i a i - i r e s t k i r c e s i n orded t o . combat j p revent 
and e l i m i n a t e t h i s scourge, •;.:•-.- ' ••--.''-•'• 

. Bearing' i n mind tha t . ...societie.s-;-;are/ exposed: to : '$he-.scourge'. o f drug 
t r a f f i c k i n g and drug abuse, which causes the p h y s i c a l ; aiidi.mén t a l degradat ion of* 
human be ings , and p a r t i c u l a r l y o f young peop le , 

R e c a l l i n g t h e statements., severs ! ; ̂ Gauntries' participating" in. thè. : 
L a t i n : American .and Caribbean ¡Mè'fetifig f o r " t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
YouthcYear,. h e l d i n San José, . C o s t a r i c a , s ' & o ' m , 3 -£o . t i7 .<Oc tobe r : 1983,. Which p o i n t e d 
' ou t „ t ha t .drug abuse aj ipng y o u t h , t h r e a t e n s - t h e f u t u r e r o f = n a t i o n s , "' . 

Supports the p roposa l t o h o l d i n the near f u t u r e a s p e c i a l i z e d w o r l d 
conference .to .styidjr. thg, jL^g^-.. I j fnd-.4ngti. t i j t Ì9i i^. l ' pr»obi^n»vposed"by t h e i l l i c i t 
t r ade i n d rugs , , as..agreed .in- the. Dfql!a.rati^n,v,©f-;NèW;lYork-..;of 1 October 19.84, 
as1 w e l l as t h e r e g i o n a l l e v e l .conference -gonvened .by thè OAS f o r «January/February 
1986; 

I'•...V1- .Decides t o s u b m i t , t h i s . r^so^mt iqn- tGMthe' :Uni ted '"Nations • General; A S s e ^ 
cLt .its . f o r t i e t h sess ion >. i n ^ordep. ..;that, i t >may .-consider - t he v ' * àdv iéàb i l i t y ó f ; - ' '-' 
c r é à t i n g , i n o rder t o save you th f rom the scourge o f d rugs , a r e g i o n a l fund t o be 
used .fq£, t h e purpose- dè.y#loging tóurttrièó ' "af fe6f^4j i>y. :^rug 
t r a f f i c k i n g .and, ,4r.i}g fts&usccgs^jating-.and.rflcàTercoming^^ie causes ' Which ""-havé^fécf^to 
such c i rcumstances , and p r o v i d i n g t he c o u n t r i e s w i t h s u i t a b l e t o o l s f o r s t r u g g l i n g 
aga ins t th^ese i l l e g a l a c t i v i t i e s , . ' whicfèjarfe aga ins t 
humanity-.->', , . ' . . - I - ' - • • ' •y.--'"-. < ';.- -••.w.-fi ;>?%•<>•-.'•'-.i.- l.'.-.'^1 -.;*:• --u. v , 

. • - - }•:.:•• ; •-•:• ' vr. !n\< tCivn. 'Ù . . . ' -K ' - ;»;rt'' .' 
.- - . .; " , i <:;.s. i -c .: fc.fi r a ' " : •"-••-; •' • 

• ... ; ; ; .-...; -, .;• ' i1 ' .'•'; '!• ' f. V - • '.'•'" 
'.- '••••• " . - i,' -.'.-. -y: • • , - ' . .. . . ' •• • . ( ''•' .'. ' • 5 ' • '''• ' - ,'.' : 
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PROBLEMS OF YOUTH IN CARIBBEAN ISLAND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

The Second L a t i n American and Caribbean Regional. Meet ing f o r t he - I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Youth Yea r , 

Recogniz ing t h a t the Caribbean member c o u n t r i e s o f ECLAC, a n d ' i n p a r t i c u l a r 
the sma l l i s l a n d deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s , .have, p e c u l i a r economic problems d e r i v i n g . 
f rom t h e i r ve ry sma l l s i z e , l i m i t e d resource endowment., and. extremé economic ... 
v u l n e r a b i l i t y t o e x t e r n a l f a c t o r s , . • < "• 

R e c o g n i z i n g : f u r t h e r t h a t the you th o f these c o u n t r i e s are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a f f e c t e d by these economic prob lems, . ''•'. . . . . ; -

Cognizant o f t he f a c t t h a t by v i r t u e o f t h e i r per c a p i t a income l e v e l s , 
Caribbean c o u n t r i e s and i n p a r t i c u l a r t he member n a t i o n s o f the Organ iza t i on o f 
Eastern Caribbean S t a t e s (OECS) a re be ing dep r i ved o f t h e i r e l i g i b i l i t y . fp r v i t a l 
concess ionary f i n a n c i a l resources o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l agencies such as t h e Wor ld Bank 
and i t s a f f i l i a t e , t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Deve lopment 1 Assoc ia t ion , on the grounds o f T. 
" g r a d u a t i o n " , 

No t i ng t h a t these c o u n t r i e s 1 per c a p i t a income l e v e l s , w h i l e comparing 
f avou rab l y w i t h t h e per c a p i t a income l e v e l s o f some o t h e r deve lop ing . coun t r i es , 
serve o n l y t o mask t h e i r f r a g i l e economic s t r u c t u r e s , 

No t i ng a l so t h a t perhaps t he most d i s t r e s s i n g m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f the p e c u l i a r 
economic problems o f these Sta tes I s the ch ron i c l a ck o f employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
and consequent e x t e n s i v e o u t m i g r a t i o n o f t h e young, e s p e c i a l l y those w i t h s k i l l s , 

R e c a l l i n g r e s o l u t i o n 1 8 . ( I X ) o f the Caribbean Development and Co-operat ion 
Committee o f ECLAC on a Programme o f Support f o r Smal l I s l a n d Developing Coun t r i es , 

Fu r the r r e c a l l i n g - r e s o l u t i o n , 4 7 3 (PLEN.' 18) o f t h e ECLAC Committee, o f the 
Whole on P e c u l i a r Economic Problems o f Caribbean I s l a n d Developing Coun t r i es , 

Requests t h a t ECLAC, i n i t s imp lementa t ion o f the Regional Plan o f A c t i o n 
f o r L a t i n America and the Caribbean f o r the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year , g i ve urgent 
and inc reased a t t e n t i o n t o the Caribbean i s l a n d deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s i n terms o f 
t he execu t ion o f n a t i o n a l diagnoses on the s i t u a t i o n , p rospec ts and needs o f you th 
and on s p e c i f i c t o p i c s such as t he s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n o f s p e c i a l ca tego r i es and 
groups o f young peop le , employment and y o u t h , educa t ion and t r a i n i n g , h e a l t h , 
expec ta t i ons and p r o j e c t s f o r the f u t u r e , young women, and the l e g a l s i t u a t i o n o f 
young people ; 

A lso reques ts t h a t ECLAC f u r t h e r a s s i s t by u s i n g i t s resources t o emphasize 
t he development requ i rements o f the sma l l Caribbean S ta tes i n p a r t i c u l a r . 
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Annex 

POLICIES TO COMPLEMENT THE REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION 
FOR LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN FOR THE 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH YEAR 
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1. C o r o l l a r i e s f o r the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the Regional Plan 
,:• o f Act ion, a t a t i m e .of. c r i s i s . 

1. When the . Regional Plan of; Ac t ion .was, adpi i te^. i£..was. (staphasizéd . tha t b o t h .,....-
n a t i o n a l s t r a t e g i e s and n a t i o n a l measures are. the,,. p r i v â t c o n c e r n o f each c o u n t r y , 
i n accordance w i t h i t s development p lans and- ;the economic* s o c i a l and cu l tu ra l , . ; , 
systems which cha rac te r i ze i t . The p roposa i^ , . fo r n a t i o n a l . ^ t i p n have merely . 
i n d i c a t i v e value, and,.were not conceiyed in , te rms ofv any., pa r t i cu la r vqouh t r y , . , • 
Nonetheless, from. the ; .reading o f the P lan a,, çertain.,consensus em^rgës ; . respect ing^ 
the mechanisms requ i red f o r the: measures , i n f a v o u r . o f youthy-.and: i t i s ,recognizee! 
t h a t r e c i p r o c a l commitments assumed by,, agreement, wquld: permi t , a. ; h e t t e r o r i e n t a t i o n 
o f i n t r a - r e g i o n a l co -opera t ion i n s o l v i n g common problems and ach iev ing r e g i o n a l 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l suppor t . • 

2. The r e a f f i r m a t i o n o f the : v a l i d i t y o f the,.,de.yelppment aims p a r t i c u l a r l y 
assoc ia ted w i t h you th , o f the. need, f o r / s p e c i f i c , - soc ia l i n t e g r a t i o n processes t o 
achieve these,,aims* and o f , t h e types : o f ^ q t i g f t th#t;; .should p l a y an impor tant r o l e 
i n the youth p o l i c i e s o f t he . . coun t r ies , when'jiiade . in. the-p resen t -c i rcumstances 
o f economic. and s o c i a l c r i s i a i n the. ¡region» calls';fpr the r e c o g n i t i o n o f t he need 
t o harmonize goals and e s t a b l i s h a ..certain, p r i o r i t y . i n , th^i ,r f u l f i l m e n t . .. 

3. The achievement o f . .spç ia i , development depends „to sqjne ex ten t on economic 
growth. I t -is ,fundaii|ental,» however^ t h a t . ^ by a. . 
c o r r e l a t i v e t r ans fo rma t i on p f the s o c i a l ! . a n d . ^ f t,he procédures of,.".' ^ . 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n . . " I n so fa r . as t he .pa t t e rn , o f , growth..excludes, impor tan t '[•.. 
sec tors o f the p o p u l a t i o n , modern izat ion becomes . s u p e ^ f i c X ^ .preça.riqUs 'ànd 
f a i l s t o . incorporate the e f f o r t s , o f a. dec i s i ve .part, of. s o c i e t y i h f a v o u r . o f t h e . 
process o f i n t e g r a l development. • At, the same t Î m e , ,to r^.cqn :cile the' aims o f 
development and of. t he . c r i t e r i a q f s o c i a l p r i o r i t y ithere must.^jbe i n s / t i t Ï Ï t i o n a l i z è d 
mechanisms t o rank i n o rder o f p r i o r i t y the demands or t hé va r i ous s o c i a l groups. 
I t is- c r u c i a l t o f ind.ways, o f rank ing the demands,, i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e i r contént 
and s a t i s f y i n g them adequate ly so t h a t ..they do not ' . , resul t .in c o n f l i c t s which w i l l 
undermine the very process o f development. 

. In view o f - t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic . c r i s i s , i t ; i s proposed t h a t the. L a t i n 
American and Caribbean coun t r i es should .ampl i fy the. Very narrow n a t i o n a l margins 
f o r manoeuvre a v a i l a b l e .to them..for r e o r i e n t i n g development. Th is bas ic impe ra t i ve 
can best be expressed by g i v i n g the h ighes t ; p r i o r i t y t o measures which w i l l .ensure, 
some degree o f - s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n respect o f . n a t i o n a l economic and s o c i a l 
p o l i c i e s . I t i s no t a quest ion o f ach iev ing autonomy a t . the ; expeqse o f the 
development aims e s p e c i a l l y assoc ia ted w i t h youth t h a t are unde r l i ned i n the 
Regional Plan p f A c t i o n , but r a t h e r . o f a t tempt ing t o a t t a i n t he goals o f growth 
and e q u i t y , o f i n n o v a t i o n and the. achievement o f b e t t e r modes o f l i f e , and o f 
the personal and s o c i a l f u l f i l m e n t o f i n d i v i d u a l s , i n a state, o f freedom and w i th , 
f u l l , p a r t i c i p a t i o n , through the p e r f e c t i n g ,of the n a t i o n a l ¡ c a p a c i t y f o r s e l f -
de terminat ion . , .A h igher degree, o f . s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . w o u l d have a p o s i t i v e e f f e c t 
on the: o rgan i za t i on o f • t h e content and-scope o f p o l i c i e s and mechanisms aimed a t 
the. s o c i a l i n t e g r a t i o n o f you th , s ince i t would r e s u l t i n g rea te r a t t e n t i o n t o . 
the basic, needs of. the excluded m a j o r i t i e s and the .. .consol idation o f democra t i za t ion . 
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5. The aim o f i nc reas ing t h e margin o f manoeuvre a t the n a t i o n a l and reg iona l 
l e v e l through the reduc t ion o f dependence and e x t e r n a l v u l n e r a b i l i t y i s c l o s e l y 
l i n k e d w i t h the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l o b j e c t i v e s o f - i m p r o v i n g - i n c o m e - d i s t r i b u t i o n and 
advancing towards more p l u r a l i s t a n d - p a r t i c i p a t i v e s o c i e t i e s . At p r e s e n t the 
Sta tes no t on l y have d i f f i c u l t y i n us ing p u b l i c expendi ture as, a mechanism o f 
persuasion v i s - a - v i s the agents o f p r o d u c t i o n , but t h e y face s o c i a l demands 
increased by the o v e r a l l l oss o f income a t t r i b u t a b l e t o the, economic depression. 
Thus one o f the. few courses open "to them i s t o seek new s o c i a l consensuses; w i th , 
these i t would be poss ib le , t o increase the degree o f economic autonomy, 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g d i f f e r e n t groups i n t o a concer ted process o f f o rmu la t i on and t a k i n g 
o f dec i s i ons . -. ;''"'• '-...'. •'• .. •" 

6 . An exerc ise i n p a r t i c i p a t i o n such as tha t , described- i n ; t h e preceding _ 
paragraph should necessa r i l y begin w i t h you th . I n t h e same order o f i deas , i t , 
w i l l be. necessary t o set up mechanisms t o increase e q u i t y , bo th I n the d i s t r i b u t i o n 
o f the burden o f the economic^ recess ion and i n the shar ing o f , t he benef i t s , o f 
a poss ib l e r e a c t i y a t i o n . . The o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a c t i o n and. the. capac i t y t o 
concer t agreement va ry accord ing t o / t h e p o l i t i c a l .regimes, s o c i o - c u l t u r a l 
t r a d i t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e o f , each c o u n t r y , .but i n "a l l cases the re i s 
a r e a l p o s s i b i l i t y p f making progress i n f i e l d s i n which more t r a d i t i o n a l methods 
merely c reate c o n f l i c t s and s o c i a l f ragmenta t ion . As youth i s the p a r t o f 
s o c i e t y most open t o change, i t i 's here t h a t the f u t u r e • s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l forms-
should be envisaged. I t should be unde r l i ned i n t h i s respect t h a t r e c e n t l y , - i n 
the subregions and coun t r i es o f L a t i n America i n which t he re are ev ident s igns 
o f t he simultaneous s t r u c t u r i n g o f the n a t i o n , the State and t he s o c i a l classes,.-
and i n which the chal lenges ' ,o f underdevelopment s i g n i f y above a l l i d e o l o g i c a l and 
p o l i t i c a l o p t i o n s , youth as a c o l l e c t i v e - e n t i t y . , o r a t l e a s t a number o f j u v e n i l e -
s e c t o r s , have been assuming under tak ings o f s o c i a l t r ans fo rma t i on as p a r t o f the 
d e f i n i t i o n o f the c o n d i t i o n o f you th . 

7 . The advance towards more p l u r a l i s t i c and p a r t i c i p a t i v e forms o f socioeconomic 
and p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e s ^ a l s o c a l l s f o r the a r t i c u l a t i o n o f educa t i ona l , c u l t u r a l 
and s o c i a l communication models designed t o ensure t h a t t he modern izat ion process 
does not accentuate the consequences o f marg ina t ion and lack o f equal o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
which de f ine the s i t u a t i o n o f area's o r pockets o f underdevelopment and extreme 
pove r t y e x i s t i n g i n s i d e the coun t r i es o f L a t i n America; I n t h i s connect ion i t 
i s impor tan t t o ; c a r r y o u t ac t i ons designed^ t o change the f a m i l y , c u l t u r a l ' and • 
socioeconomic causes t h a t - l e a d t o - d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and generate f e e l i n g s o f 
f r u s t r a t i o n and s k e p t i c i s m , ' s t a t e s ; o f evas ion , o r i r r e g u l a r conduct i n y o u t h / 
groups. ' : - '••'• • 

8. I n seeking ways t o overcome the C r i t i c a l present s i t u a t i o n ' b y promot ing 
the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young people , i t i s necessary t o bear i n mind the need ' to 
a c t i v e l y promote the s o l i d a r i t y and ex is tence of., groups o f /young people who- have - -
been prevented- f rom l i v i n g a normal ch i ldhood because, j they have grown- up i n ' the 
s t r e e t , i n ' a : s t a t e o f abandonment',:•and w i t hou t access- to^bas ic educa t ion , o r 
e l se f o r these o r o the r reasons'have passed 's t ra igh t , fpom ch i ldhooc l ' to adul thood > 
because they have matured premature ly i n work o r ' se^U^ l i t y . The a r t i c u l a t i o n - o f 
s o c i a l p o l i c i e s designed t o cover c h i l d r e n i n a s i t u a t i o n o f t>isk and prevent 
t he s o c i a l consequences o f extreme pover ty and. i ^ g i n a t i o n f o r c h i l d r e n and 
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youth forms a c e n t r a l aspect o f t he s e n s i t i z a t i o n , research and s o c i a l development 
a c t i o n s designed t o promote new l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r the young people o f L a t i n 
America and the Car ibbean. „ 

9. Changing L a t i n American and Caribbean s o c i e t y c a l l s f o r . t h e t a k i n g i n t o 
account o f the whole s e t ' o f s i t u a t i o n s . fac ing. . the. young .people of . , the r e g i o n . 
The need t o pliah economic growth and s b c i a l 4e^elppn|ent should n o t make us lose . 
s i g h t o f the c e n t r a l o b j e c t i v é o f : h U m ^ as the, pjrpce.ss . o f 
growth i n d i g n i t y , freedom arid c o n s c i b ù s ' p à i r t i c î p a t i o n o f t he persons, f a m i l i e s 
and s o c i a l groups making up a c o m u n i t y . . . This| b r i n g s us_ t o . t he . need t o generate 
f a m i l y and community spacés capab le 1 . i& iK fàVo i^ng- -^^ o f pe rsona l 
and n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y w i t h i n thé: f ramework of-'-ah-extended awareness o f the h i s t o r i c 
p r o j e c t o f L a t i n American i n t e g r a t i o n . I n o rde r t o a t t a i n t he human development 
t o which the peoples o f our con t i nen t a s p i r e —on thé bas is o f the c o n s o l i d a t i o n 
o f t h e i r democra t i za t ion processes— i t i s a l so necessary t o overcome the forms • 
o f r a c i a l , soc ia l ' , . C u l t u r a l o r réi igi'ous d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and take, care o f t he 
s p e c i a l s i t u a t i o n s o f v u l n e r a b i l i t y which à f f ë c i . s o m e ' c a t é g o r i e s o f young L a t i n 
Americans ( e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s , i t td igei idus gro i ips , "diskbledi, persons, marg inatéd 
r u r a l and urban s e c t o r s , young women heads o f f a m i l i e s , migrants, , re fugees , young 
people o f i r r e g u l a r conduc t , etc . , ) ' ; ' ' t : . v " ' Y ' - J / 

10. L i v i n g cond i t i ons ; i n the b i g c i t i e s ' o f ' 'Latin' ;America' a re such as to, f o s t e r 
the genera t ion b f ' s ë r i o u s maïa'djUstïïfânts whlch def i r ië 'a' s i g n i f i c a n t part,, o f t he 
p r o f i l e o f the s o c i e t i e s o f the- r e g i o n and p a r t i c u l a r l y a f f e c t . ' t h e young: 
consumerism, l i f e i n t he s t r e e t s , the abuse of, ha rmfu l substances, .drug t r a f f i c k i n g , 
p o l l u t i o n .of thè : r eftvirorijteht?»"' t h e l ^oWth 'of''.'.belts." of? ttiâéïsiblè; dwe l l i ngs l a c k i p g 
e s s e n t i a l se rv i ces and t o t k l l l y /cfëvbïd'u;6f: u rban. jp lanr i ipg, ' ' juvéni le, / del inquency- and 
p r o s t i t u t i o n —thésè are j u s t a. few .of i'hjp;. p r ^ b i L ^ ^ khe/- growth o f - '. 
unplanned urban areas where; à-'/ëtatè ' o f ^nomie p r e v a i l s and t hé re are; no a l t e r n a t i v e -
l i v i n g p r o j e c t s . " ' Thésé c o n d i t i o n ^ c o n s t i t u t e a cha l lenge f o r t h é c r e a t i v i t y , 
s o l i d a r i t y and w i l l : f o r change o f the r i s i n g genera t ions of. Lat in . .Amer ica —a ; 
cha l lenge t o work so t h a t ' by the year 2000' urban areas can, he 'tume/d. . i n t o .spaces-
o f coex is tence , f reedom, democracy and j u s t i c e . "Youth,,prpmpt.es y o u t h " : t h a t . 
cou ld be t he slogan behind t he development o f expanded c i v i c consciousness among 
the members o f the present young genera t ions , who have had the p r i v i l e g e t o ga i n 
access t o u n i v e r s i t y educa t ion o r t o l ead ing ; r o l e s , , s o . t h a t t hey may p lace t h e i r 
t r a i n i n g a t the se rv i ce o f t h e i r g e n e r a t i o n a l peers . 

11. An e s s é n t i a l ques t ion f o r tbe s o l u t i o n o f , t h e probiëms o f youth i s the 
e r a d i c a t i o n o f bo th the na t i ona l .and , i n t e r n a t i o n a l causes o f the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f 
the q u a l i t y - o f l i f e and the l ack o f ; p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r e n j o y i n g t he elements which 
are ind ispensab le f o r g row ing , déve lop ing and i i v i n g i n a- .heal thy maimer and w i t h 
access t o t he e s s e n t i a l economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o which every, i n d i v i d u a l has a 
r i g h t . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , i t i s necessary t o overcome the p r i n c i p a l problem a f f e c t i n g 
the peoples o f L a t i n America and. the ; Caribbean and hence a l so young peop le : namely, 
the consequences o f the c r i t i c a l economic, s i t u a t i o n th rough which our c o n t i n e n t 
i s pass ing . Th is i s why youth has a fundamental r o l e ,to. p l a y in . m a t e r i a l i z i n g ' t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n adopted by t be Un i ted Nat ions General Assembly. ' regarding t h e 
es tab l i shment o f a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic Order which w i l l b e n e f i t p resen t and 
f u t u r e gene ra t i ons . I n i t i a t i v e s shou ld be promoted which make p o s s i b l e the 
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young-people i n s e n s i t i z a t i o n a c t i o n s i n support o f the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t he New I n t e r n a t i o n a l • Econome'Order th rough reg iona l ' i n t e g r a t i o n 
i n favou r o f peace, mutual respec t and economic e q u i t y . ' ' '' 

:-:2. • Proposed-measures to-complément th'è Plan o f A c t i o n , • 
,-••.•' : '-.. ' w i t h rega rd t o the e r i s i s '" 

a) General aspects " • -' ' •i'"''-'' • 

12. , The -measures d e t a i l e d below >:fo'rm ; a ' ; set o f p réposa is coitipl'ement^'y ' t o t he , 
Regional. Plan o f A c t i o n , based ori • c o n s i d é r a t i o n o f ' the- e f f eç t i s o f t î i ^ ' ' ^ i n te rna t i ona l 
economic c r i s i s - on the -var ious n a t i o h a l ' s o c i e t i e s ' 'arid! on'ydvith. ' ' : .. 

13. Since the. p r o l o n g a t i o n Of - the : ecor io fe ic" 'cr is is ' t f i te1 ' region ! i s adverse ly 
a f f e c t i n g the- enormous c r e a t i v e p o t è i i t i a l ' o f 'Soc ie ty , and' e s p e c i a l l y t h a t o f you th , 
i t i s necessary *—in o rde r to" f u î l f i l t h é "'fundamental o b j e c t i v é s o f s o c i a l 
development— t o adopt t he f o l l o w i n g Measures o r a t t i t u d e s i n ordei? t o complement 
the Reg iona l P lan o f - A c t i o n : -'•" - i '•' . ' ' 

a) To cons ide r t he importance o f n a t i o n a l policies for t he development arid 
w e l f a r e o f you th and f o r t he s o l u t i o n o f the problems a f f e c t i n g young people, i n 
gene ra l , as w e l l as t h é ' r o l e o f ; government ' ' p o l i c i e s ' ' i n thé ' e r a d i c a t i o n ' o f t h e ' ' , 
f a c t o r s r e s p o n s i b l e fob.-the fundamental ' i l l s v W h i c h ' they ; S u f f e r arid which l i m i t , 
t h e i r proper- c u l t u r a l , s o c i a l , ' ' p o l i t i c a l ; arid^ o c c u p â t i o n â l development. 

b) 'To cons ide r t h a t ' in • the •• past- L a t i n "Americari* S o c i e t i e s ' h a v e t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
favoured democrat ic . s o c i a l forms and have sought- t o "repletcë group c o n f r o n t a t i o n s 
w i t h consensuses on s t y l e s - o f development which-ensure -growthi ' e q u i t y , e f f i c i ë n c y 
and s o c i a l i n n o v a t i o n . ' ' - '"' 

c ) To u n d e r s t a n d ' t h a t t he f u n c t i o n i n g o f democracy, or s o c i a l agreements t o v 

t a c k l e i ssues o f development o r change, arè m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f ; t h e quest for"';-' 
development w i t h s o c i a l consensus.' : r -, •• '. • • 

d), To. cons ide r t h a t i nnova t i ve " p o l i c i e s w i t h r ega rd t'ô : youth can ' p o i n t the 
way to. t h e k inds o f s o c i e t i e s -which i t i s d e s i r e d ' t o bu i l d ' ; ' ' ' . ; " . . 

e ) To unders tand t h a t t he va r i ous i n d i c a t o r s on the s i t u a t i o n o f youth i n 
recen t years p o s t u l a t e ' t w o - t y p e s o f problems: ! ) how t o promote forms o f . • 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f you th w i t h democrat ic pb l i t i ca l - ' ' s ys tems-and bas ic s o c i a l ; ' 
i n s t i t u t i o n s such as educa t ion and employmènt ; ' 1 i i ) hbw t o téducé o r - e l i m i n a t e - ; 
the . . repercuss ions o f the c r i s i s on educa t ion , - émploymentî ' f o rmat ion ' o f the'- f a m i l y * • 
c u l t u r a l exp ress i on , e t c ; •' ""' - ' • • ' • ' • . v - - •'-•-'' -. - . .-. 

f ) To . cons ide r t h a t ' t h e va r i ous f o r m s ' o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ' o f yôuhg people do 
no t d é r i v é , f rom ' S t a t e - i m p e l l e d mob i l i za t i on "o ï> assembly a c t i o n s * but " from- the ' 
c r e a t i o n o f s o c i a l spaces and m a t e r i a l ' c o n d i t i o n s t h a t make p o s s i b l e t he K 

independent and p a r t i c i p a t i v e a c t i o n o f young pébp le / themse lves . 

. v -i;. : - ' -• -'. :, '•-.,..--•. •'.-":.:--• / g ) To 
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g) To unders tand t h a t t h e process o f t he b u i l d i n g o f p a r t i c i p a t i v e s o c i e t i e s 
presupposes the r e c o g n i t i o n o f d i f f e r e n c e s o f r e l i g i o n , ways o f t h i n k i n g , p o l i t i c a l 
o r i e n t a t i o n s and v i e w s ' O f , t hé f u t u r e o f s o c i e t y , and t h a t t h i s d i v e r s i t y ó f 
a t t i t u d e s must ;be respec ted -ând harmonized i n d e f i n i n g development . Th is rèàpëc t 
f o r d i f f e r e n t v iéws m u s t - p r e v a i l I r i ' i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i ó ñ s ' i n ' o rde r ' t o p reserve 
peace, which is the supremé ethical attaiñitóñt'--'óf-'oiirv̂ ^ a 
fundamental- condition f o r t h e development o f ttàtioriS.; ' The accéptancë o f such 
p l u r a l i t y o f v i e w s ' n a t u r a l l y i n v o l v e s the ' r é j e c t i b r i o f v i o l è i i c e b o t h i n d e a l i n g • 
w i t h i n t e r n a l d i s s e n t and i n s e t t i n g e x t é r n á l ' disputés.1 ' • 

i) Sensitization action ' ; '•'-
14. The concept o f s e n s i t i z a t i o n a c t i o n p resen ted i n - t h e Reg iona l P lan o f A c t i o n 
acqu i r es a s p e c i a l d imension i n t h e p r e s e n t ' c i r cums tances . ' ' The n a t u r a l tendency 
o f any s o c i e t y i n c r i s i s c o n d i t i o n s i s t o p réàérve t he p o s i t i o n s occup ied by 
a d u l t s and concen t ra te d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g i n -expéi lér iced and r e s t r i c t e d groups o r 
n u c l e i , c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t t h i s sa feguards e f f i c i e n c y * Both mechanisms t e n d t o 
d i sp l ace young : peop le : on " t he ¿he hand, t h e i r ' i n c o r p o r a t i o n I n t o s o c i a l and 
o c c u p a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n s wh ich p e r m i t - them i d a c t aá -yóUné 'adu l t s i s postponed, and 
on the o t h e r , t h e y a re kep t ou t ' o f t h é process o f ' d e c i s i ó n ^making a t - t h e l e v e l ' 
o f t r a d e un ions , pá&ties' ëômttmity éiid^dltùral^organizations, -'etc."* I f a v i gó rous 
p roposa l aimed a t i nco rpo ra t ' i r i g yôùiïg people and 'p romot ing ^ á r t i e i p á t i v é and^ 
democrat ic p r a c t i c e s i s t o r e c e i v é ' t h é suppor t ó : f t he s o c i è t i é S , ' many t ypés -of ' 
a c t i o n t o s e n s i t i z e p u b l i c Op in ion muât î)ë e a í ¥ i é d 6 i i t ï ; : • ' 

15. The m a r g i n a t i o n o f young péoplé ' " iás^á lso ' due t̂-ó thé^ptèrs ls ter tcë o f f o r m s o f 
s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l discrimination-sometimes ëor icéaléd 'bjr 'syëtenfs o f va lues 
t r a n s m i t t e d by ' c e r t a i n s t r u c t u r e s o f edUdat ion and • coámUnícá' t lóni A process o f -
s e n s i t i z a t i o n a t t h e - l e v e l o f t eache rs arid - o f thosé !~éñ ,g'áge ,d' ; ;iri fmasé 'coimriuhicatlori1-' 
c o u l d conver t secondary Schoo ls , u n i v e r s i t i e s and mass communicat ion media f r i t ó 
means o f t r a n s m i s s i o n o f p o s i t i v e Values w i t h r e g a r d t o suèh top i c ' s 1 as: educa t i on •••'•"•' 
f o r j u s t i c e - , educái t lón f o r s o l i d a r i t y ¿ a r i d é d u c a t i o n f o r -péacé ánd f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
unders tand ing . • ' •'•:'. . •••.- w. . \> . • • . 

16. I t i s a l s o v e r y i m p o r t a n t , f rom t he p o i n t o f v iew Of t h é e x t e n s i o n and' 
deepening o f democracy and s o c i a l j u s t i c e i n the r e g i o n , t h a t young people shou ld 
a p p r e c i a t e the d i g n i t y o f l a b o u r ,• t h a t t h è y shou ld va l ue inert ás i n d i v i d u a l s and • 
n o t as mere o b j e c t s o f t h e r e l a t i o n s ' ó f p r o d u c t i o n , and t h a t t h e y shou ld assume 
a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e towards t h e i r p o l i t i c a l , t r a d e u n i o n , c o - o p e r â t i v e and 
ne ighbour ly -commi tments . " 1 

17. L i k e w i s e , t h e f o r m a t i o n o f aft awareness among young péoplè w i t h r e g a r d t o 
t he problems o f L a t i n Amer ica, t he f e a t u r e s d e f i n i n g t h e c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y o f i t s 
peop les , and the process o f L a t i n American i n t e g r a t i o n i s y e t ano ther o b j e c t i v é 
t o be s t r i v e n f o r i n t he con tex t o f a c t i o n s t o complement t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l YoUth 
Year : P a r t i c i p a t i o n , Development, Peace. 

18. I t i s v i t a l t h a t L a t i n America and thé Car ibbean shou ld become aware o f t he 
g rea t cha l lenge r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e r a p i d i t y and e f f e c t i v e n e s s w i t h Which the 
c e n t r a l c o u n t r i e s have c a r r i e d ou t a p rocess o f s c i e n t i f i c and t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
r e s t r u c t u r i n g . Thèse changes have a l r e a d y had enormous and s i g n i f i c a n t p é n é t r a t i o n 

/ i n i n d u s t r i a l 
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i n i n d u s t r i a l p roduc t i on £nd even" in everyday s o c i a l . l i f e j and c o n s t i t u t e . t h e 
bas i s f o r the comparatiye :;,advantages o f t he . f u tu re a t the. i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l . .. 
The new s c i e n t i f i c and; techno log ica l - , base w i l l n o t o n l y have p r o j e c t i o n s as regards 
the p lace of. t he r e g i o n ; in - -wor ld t r a d e bu t a l s o , and what i s even more, i m p o r t a n t , ; , 
as regards forms o f p roduc t i on ;and the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f i t s o w n - s o c i e t i e s . The-
c o u n t r i e s o f L a t i n Amer ica .and i the ; Caribbean must, make a l a r g e - s c a l e e f f o r t , . 
th rough ongoing, s e n s i t i z a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s , t o c rea te an: awareness o f the need t o 
p l a n t h e development and t r a i n i n g of. young people .as an investment f o r ach iev ing 
g r e a t e r s c i e n t i f i c and t echno log i ca l -deve lopmen t . I n . t h i s r e s p e c t , . changes . i n 
systems o f educat ion and mass communication media must be promoted w i t h a v iew 
t o r a i s i n g the s o c i a l va lue p laced on domestic t e c h n o l o g i c a l i n n o v a t i o n , wh i l e 
a t the same t ime expanding and d issemina t ing i n f o r m a t i o n on wor ld" s c i e n t i f i c and 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l . p r o g r e s s . There i s a broad f i e l d f o r r e g i o n a l co -ope ra t i on . 
i n i t i a t i v e s i n respec t o f . these a c t i v i t i e s . , .. i>>•.•;•• - . ••-.••< v-..-.-

19. The t h ree main t o p i c s , o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year - ^ p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
development, peace— are i n t i m a t e l y i n t e r r e l a t e d . . I n the p resent c i rcumstances ; . 
however, an issue which assumes, spec ia l - impo r tance . is t h a t o f ; peace, both,.between 
n a t i o n s , and w i t h i n each.*one of. them. I t has t h e r e f o r e been'Considered d e s i r a b l e 
t o l a y p a r t i c u l a r s t r e s s on t he s e n s i t i z a t i o n . a c t i o n / p r o v i d e d . f o r i n the Regional 
P lan o f A c t i o n and the renewal o f t h e . m u t u a l commitment, assumed t h e r e i n by the 
c o u n t r i e s . The numerous s e n s i t i z a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s l i s t e d , in,.-the Plan o f Act ion, 
f o r t h e • I n t e r n a t i o n a l - Youth Year cou ld be extended i n t ime i n - o r d e r t o ensure 
t h a t t h e y a re f u l l y i n t e g r a t e d into-t-h.e. l o n g - t e r m n a t i o n a l : . s t r a t e g i e s . Close 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n and c o - o p e r a t i o n must a l so be e s t a b l i s h e d between the a c t i v i t i e s 
c a r r i e d ou t on b e h a l f o f -peace w i t h i n t he framework of-.-the Regional Plan o f Ac t ipn . 
and the a c t i v i t i e s p lanned f o r ' t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Year o f .Peace. Thus, s teps must 
be taken t o promote/ d ia logue and an exchange o f ideas among- young people regard ing , 
the va luè o f peace-and human r i g h t s , as w e l l as on the impor tance o f d ia logue and 
n e g o t i a t i o n as t he 'mos t , - su i t ab le ways o f s e t t l i n g c o n f l i c t s . ; - I n r t h i s r e s p e c t , 
and e s p e c i a l l y i n v iew Of the r e g i o n a l s i t u a t i o n , support, should" be; g iven t o t h e , 
e f f o r t s ' on b e h a l f o f peace be ing c a r r i e d ou t by the Contadora Group, and the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h i s t ask shou ld be encoui1 aged, i n accordance w i t h General Assembly 
r e s o l u t i o n 39/4 adopted by consensus on 26 October 1984. Ac t i on t o s e n s i t i z e 
the youth o f the c o n t i n e n t should ; a l s o cover the. problem generated i n the . Fa lk land 
I s l ands ( " M a l v i n a s " ) by t he i l l e g i t i m a t e . B r i t i s h - o c c u p a t i o n o f them and the - . 
p resence . the re o f a s t r o n g armed c o n t i n g e n t , which, rep resen t a: se r i ous t h r e a t t o -
the peace o f t h é r e g i o n . I t would be a p p r o p r i a t e , i n . t h i s .connection , t o promote, 
the h o l d i n g o f d i r e c t t a l k s between the . p a r t i é s which . inc lude- the quest ion, o f 
sove re ign ty and the w i t hd rawa l o f B r i t i s h t r o o p s f rom the South A t l a n t i c . V . 
Young people shou ld a l s o be s e n s i t i z e d w i t h respec t t o any o t h e r a t tempt a t 
aggress ion o r i n t e r f é r e n c e w i t h t h e - t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e g r i t y o f . t h e v a r i o u s coun t r i es 
o f the c o n t i n e n t . ;.-• • ' ... 

j V See paragraph 21 o f the r e p o r t o f t he Second L a t i n American and Caribbean 
Regiona l Meet ing f o r the i n t e r n a t i o n a l Youth Year,- i n which s e v e r a l d e l e g a t i o n s , 
s t a t e d t h a t t hey cou ld not agree w i t h the two;sentences be fo re the a s t e r i s k . 

' " . .. ' , ' ;T"' ' '. ' / i i ) Subs tan t i ve 
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20. . This, s e c t i o n concerns ! m a s à r e s tàke'è f : i làt the, l e g i s l a t i v e , l é g a l , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
and f i n a n c i a l l e v e l s w i t h ^ a v iew t o layings down permanent p o l i c i ê s . . These p o l i c i e s 
must serve as- the framework f o r decis ions*whose s p e c i f i c content a t thè' l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l - l e v e l s w i l l " ' b e . - d e f i n e d - i n t h e l i g f r t o f - t h e needs ànd a s p i r a t i o n s o f 
y o u t h , the experience* c o l l e c t e d ' i n . . p i l o t p r o j e c t s , -and: t he ò ò r r è c t i b n s which i t 
may be necessary to:make i n the course o f t ime i n v iew o f changes" in economic--
and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n s . I t i s a m a t t e r o f ' p r i o r i t y , ; as s t a t e d i n the Regional Plan 
o f A c t i o n , t h a t p o l i c i e s on you th shou ld be i n t e g r a t e d - in to the p o l i c i e s a f f e c t i n g 
the d i f f e r e n t spheres o f n a t i o n a l l i f e T h u s ; ; f o r example, i t i s necessary t o 
l i n k the changes made i n r u r a l s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f new 
economic and s o c i a l fòrms f o r r u r a l y o u t h , Wrtd' i t i s necessary t h a t g e n e r a l 
p o l i c i e s , such as those concerned-'With employment or< housing^ shou ld be l i n k e d : ' 
w i t h t r a i n i n g programmes : for- young people and measurfes g i v i n g access t o s u i t a b l e • * 
dwe l l i ngs t o young coup les ; änd ; t & a t p o l i c i e s " d é s i - ^ ë d ' t o ' g ive : suppor t t o sma l l 
and medium-scale è f i te rpr iSéë ' ''shouiiâ'be"' l i n k ë d ' witfî--programmes t ó ' f a c i l i t a t e the 
es tab l i shment o f i nd i v i dua l " "òb c ó l l é c t i v e e n t e r p r i s e s b y / y ó u n g peop le . 

21. For t h e : f u l l " i n t e g r a t i o n ò f p o l i c i e s ànd-programmes f o r youth i n t o n a t i o n a l 
developmént, i t i s v ;nècèssary • t h a t , i h : a'ccoicdahcè tWLth t h e circUmstahcés and 
p r i o r i t i e s o f each coun t ry , n a t i o n a l ' - ' dè ' ^ l f ep l ^n^p lMè-S f i ou i ' d - ' o r ^h i c ' a l l ^ ' ' 
i n co rpo ra te in- e a c h a p p r o p r i a t e s e c t o r t he ' 'glòjtól-- : 'obì'è'èt' ivè-s9- :-tìpèclfic'goals' and 
forms o f Operat iön r e g a r d i n g young people1''%Äd ;-thféi^ p a r t i c i p a t i o n J i h s ó c i è t y . 

b) A c t i o n a t the n a t i o n a l l e v e l 

22. A l though t h e èeiee't-îoft --'anâ" •'appfliCft%Ì,onXIè/"'tjs/Tpefc;of -action--" ift'-' speô- i f ic ' Sectors 
and f o r each p a r t i c u l a r c a t e g o r y ' o f young people' i s ' 'the R e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f each 
coun t r y , and consequent ly the combinat ion o f measures adopted w i l l va ry acco rd ing •'-
t o the n a t i o n a l ' s i t u a t i o n and the c o u n t r i e s ' p r i o r i t i e s , some types ó f a c t i o n can 
be descr ibed which should p l a y an : in$ortatót ' ' iTOÌe ; in ' ' tÄe" 'oversi l l " rsfet ó f p o l i c i e s 
and programmes f o r you th i n a lmost a l l . t hè c o u n t r i e s o f the r é g i o n ; ' 

23. In- t h i s respec t , these gu ide l i nés^ ' t p ' c p ^ l ë m ë h t t h e Regional Plan o f A c t i o n 
have been designed t o improve ' the" Plants'"' feat&oit^ '«ifo'-'tfespond t o t he fundamental 
problems o f youth a t the p resent t i m e . 'Thè®types o f a c t i o n desc r ibed do no t 
p re tend t o rep resen t -an éxhaus t ive l i s t o f t hè g rea t v a r i e t y o f p o s s i b l e measures, 
bu t are r a t h e r an i l l u s t r a t i o n o f some p r i o r i t y op t i ons which cou ld be taken I n 
c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t he gene ra l l i n e s o f t he s t r a t e g y and the se t o f subs tan t i ve 
and i n s t r u m e n t a l a c t i o n s which are t o bé c a r r i e d oùt i n a cont inuous and ongoing 
manner du r i ng the t h i r d stage o f t he Reg iona l Plan o f A c t i o n . They are d i v i d e d 
i n t o two fundamenta l - types o f a c t i v i t y ahd one suppor t methodology. 

24. I n t he f i r s t p l a c e , thë : ;e'îSêtëricie o f spaces f o r t he f r e e s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
o f young people must lfè! promoted throUghi a c t i o n t o f u r t h e r t hè p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f 
young people- r lànd-crèatë communication between - s o c i a l groups o f yóung people o f 
d i f f e r e n t s t ra ta -and , s o c i a l ' " s u b c u l t u r e s w i t h a v i e w ' t o sha r ing codes o f communicat ion, 
r e c o g n i z i n g s o c i a l d i f f e r e n c e s and i n e q u a l i t i e s , and promot ing c o l l e c t i v e s o l i d a r i t y . 
To t h i s end,' a c t i o n s such ;as the f o l l o w i n g c o u l d be c a r r i e d - o u t : " " 

/ a ) Promot ing 
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a) Promoting the es tab l i shment o f p r a c t i c e s o f democrat ic o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 
the va r i ous you th groups which w i l l f o s t e r an a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r the va lue o f human 
r i g h t s .and f a c i l i t a t e t he p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young people i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n and "•• 
r unn ing o f e d u c a t i o n a l c e n t r e s , i n keeping w i t h t h e i r age and l e v e l o f knowledge. ' ' 

b j Promot ing t h e ac t i ve , p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f . young peop le , th rough governmental 
and non-governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s . , i n some areas where t h e y a re c u r r e n t l y o n l y 
the pass ive o b j e c t s o f t h e . a c t i o n o f a d u l t s . I n accordance w i t h n a t i o n a l 
c i rcumstances, c o n s i d e r a t i o n should, be, g iven to:-, i ) t he p lace, and ro le-which- 1 

correspond t o young people i n s o c i e t y and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f s o c i e t y v is^ -á-v is • 
you th ; i i ) t he d e c e n t r a l i z e d c o - o r d i n a t i o n machinery-whereby governmental and 
non-governmenta l i n s t i t u t i o n s and y o u t h ' r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s can p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
f o r m u l a t i o n and a p p l i c a t i o n , o f p o l i c i e s o n r y o u t h ; i i i ) means f o r b r i n g i n g toge the r 
young people so t h a t t h e y can express t h e i r , needs and a s p i r a t i o n s , p a r t i c i p a t e ' ' 
i n dec i s i ons a f f e c t i n g them, and organize t h e i r own a c t i v i t i e s . 

c ) . F a c i l i t a t i n g t he . , f o rmu la t i on o f . p roposa ls ,and p r o j e c t s by young people 
w i t h rega rd t o the p resen t s i t u a t i o n and . fu tu re . e v o l u t i o n o f s o c i e t i e s . .. Th is : ' 
a c t i o n would c a l l f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t he r e o r i e n t a t i o n o f the normat ive p o l i c i e s 
o f . gove rnmen ta l and non-governmenta l sec to rs so t h a t youth,may. occupy the p lace . 
which corresponds t o i t - , i n . a l l aspects .of n a t i o n a l development, not j u s t as a., 
b e n e f i c i a r y bu t a lso, as a c r e a t i v e and p a r t i c i p a t i n g f o r c e . -

d) F a c i l i t a t i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f young people i n s o c i a l c i r c l e s where . 
t he re i s no t r a d i t i o n i n t h i s r e s p e c t . Th is i s o f p a r t i c u l a r l y h i gh p r i o r i t y 
w i t h rega rd t o l o w - l e v e l ind igenous r u r a l groups and.,urban ma rg i na l groups, \ 
e s p e c i a l l y i n the case o f women, and i nvo l ves the genera l pTOmot'aon'of In te rmed ia te 
and autonomous s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the space between c i v i l ^society and ' the 
S t a t e . ' , • ,. . -. • ;; ••• v; 1 ^ 

. e) . F a c i l i t a t i n g t he g a i n i n g o f exper ience i n s o c i a l and economic, .o rgan iza t ion 
by young people, through, c o - o p e r a t i v e p r o d u c t i o n , , self-management o r ,community • 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , w i t h a v iew t o deve lop ing p a r t i c i p a t i o n and seek ing a l t e r n a t i v e 
development s t y l e s . 

X ,S) : F a c i l i t a t i n g a c t i o n by young .people who are. committed to -showing t h e i r - .w 
s o l i d a r i t y th rough s o c i a l work , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n .community development, , 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n - o f . y o u n g , people who have-, d i s p l a y e d . d e l i n q u e n t o r i r r e g u l a r , conduct , . , 
and work w i t h r u r a l , and urban .marg ina l .groups. . I n - th is, f i e l d , : you th can. make . 
an inva luab le ; c o n t r i b u t i o n , which can .be f a c i l i t a t e d by workshop techn iques , . 
c u l t u r a l .expression,, educa t i on through, a r t and group dynamics. -The importance • 
o f c e r t a i n forms o f m u s i c a l express ion and o the r .forms o f c u l t u r a l express ion 
i n m o b i l i z i n g young people shou ld .be p r o p e r l y . a p p r e c i a t e d . Such a c t i v i t i e s can. 
be used t o promote p a r t i c i p a t i o n by s k e p t i c a l o r s o c i a l l y dev ia te young people 
i n community a c t i o n ,and programmes.of s o c i a l s o l i d a r i t y . •• 

g) Emphasizing t he p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young, people i n the. p reven t i on o f .drug.,,, 
abuse can enhance., .the e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t he s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e s o c i a l ca.uses of.,- ;. 
t he spourge o f - a d d i c t i o n , . . a l c o h o i i s m . and o t h e r forms o f evas ion and s e l f - . : - . , • • 
d e s t r u c t i o n . Exper iments c a r r i e d , o u t , i n . s e v e r a l c o u n t r i e s show t h a t the o n l y : , 
e f f e c t i v e way t o p reven t a d d i c t i o n and r e h a b i l i t a t e v i c t i m s i s by p r e s e n t i n g an 

/alternative lifestyle. 
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a l t e r n a t i v e l i f e s t y l e . I f t he phenomenon goes hand- i r i -hand w i t h the new , 
chal lenges presented by the development o f a unique youth s u b c u l t u r e , no one i s 
b e t t e r q u a l i f i e d , than young people themselves t o r e o r i e n t those who are confused 
o r who f e e l t h a t the f u t u r e h o l d s ' l i t t l e t h a t i s good f o r them. ' • 

25. A' second type "of a c t i o n Would bé aimed a t f a v o u r i n g s p e c i f i c p o l i c i e s t o 1 

serve as a response t o the s o c i a l e f f e c t s o f t h e c r i s i s , which has been r è f l e e t e d 
i n i n c r é a s e s ' i r i c h i l d and j u v e n i l e economic a c t i v i t y , an inc rease i n t he r a t e o f 
unemployment among economica l l y a c t i v e young peop le , and h ighe r school dropout • 
r a t e s . These a c t i o n s shou ld s imu l taneous l y seek t o promote c a p a c i t i e s and 
cond i t i ons f o r a d i f f e r e n t form o f development. Among them are t he f o l l o w i n g : 

a) Ana lys ing the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f the young' people who e n t e r thé l abou r 
market a t an e a r l y age and promot ing p o l i c i ë s wh ich , w i t h the necessary suppo r t , 
de lay such an e a r l y type o f i n c o r p o r a t i o n (wh i ch ' b l ocks the yéùng p e o p l e ' s f u t u r e 
t r a i n i n g and labour ca ree r ) and.make i t p o s s i b l e t b ' o r i e n t these young people 
t owa rds ' educa t i ona l o r v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g c e n t r e s . ' 

b) Ana lys ing t h e s i t u a t i o n o f young unemployed person s a n d , brice i n f o r m a t i o n 
has been ob ta ined i n t h i s r e s p e c t , e s t a b l i s h i n g genera l employment p o l i c i e s which 
c o r r e c t the se r i ous problem o f e x c l u s i o n represen ted by t h e h i g h r a t e s o f ; 

unemployment. 

c ) Cons ider ing thé c o n d i t i o n o f " f o r c e d you th " imposed by unemployment, as 
a p o i n t o f suppor t f o r p o l i c i e s designed t o make p o s i t i v e Use o f the " f r e e " t ime 
o f young people i n o rde r t o make good t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l shor tcomings. Th is 
a c t i o n would r e q u i r e the expansion and improvement o f the e d u c a t i o n a l , t e c h n i c a l 
t r a i n i n g and v o c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g se r v i ces t o serve the young people who have 
bee,n marginated .from them.. ' I t shou ld i n c l u d e non - fo rmâ l educa t ion and a c t i v i t i e s 
d i r e c t e d both towards thé j u v e n i l e bases and the mass communication media. 

d) S t r ess i ng t he v i t a l , importance o f ach iev ing t r u e e f f e c t i v e u n i v ë r s a l 
p r imary educat ion o r , i n t he c o u n t r i e s which have a l r e a d y f u l f i l l e d t h i s o b j e c t i v e , 
secondary educa t i on . Th is measure i s o f fundamental impor tance f o r the s o c i a l 
i n t e g r a t i o n and p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f young people f rom r u r a l and popu la r urban 
s o c i a l s e c t o r s . I n some c o u n t r i e s where c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s s tand i n the way o f 
g rea te r educat ion o f women, i t w i l l be necessary t o seek g r e a t e r e q u a l i t y between 
the sexes. I t must be borne i n mind t h a t these se rv i ces must no t o n l y be extended, 
but a lso be adequate i n q u a l i t y and c o n t e n t . T h e s e - a c t i v i t i e s must not o n l y be 
viewed from the p o i n t o f v iew o f t r a i n i n g young people q u a l i f i e d f o r the l abour • 
markets o f the p resent and the f u t u r e , bu t must a l so be seen as a way o f g i v i n g 
young people the o p p o r t u n i t y t o secure f u l l i n t e g r a t i o n 1 i n t o c i v i l l i f e . Thus4 
t hey can become an e f f e c t i v e way o f expanding t h e c a p a c i t y o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f -
young-people and r a i s i n g t he l e v e l o f t h e i r r o l e .as agents and p r o t a g o n i s t s o f 
s o c i a l change. Obv ious l y , t h i s c a l l s f o r a v a r i e t y o f forms o f suppor t and 
economic and s o c i a l s t i m u l a t i o n . 

e) Formu la t ing programmés o f work and s tudy which promote a b e t t e r 
d i s t r i b u t i o n . o f t he j obs and work ing .hours which w i l l be c r e a t e d , but which w i l l • 
be l i m i t e d t o s t a r t w i t h . Th is t ype of .méasures w i l l make i t p o s s i b l e t o c a r r y 

' / o u t genera l 
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out genera l e d u c a t i o n a l programmes and.programmes o f t r a i n i n g i n t he new techniques 
l i n k e d w i t h . t e c h n o l o g i c a l .modern isat ion. . 

f ) Reappra is ing ifche, ( o r i en t a t i o n o f the...pt>pgr^mpies,,,qf s tudy i n n i g h t "pr imary 
and .secondary schools i n o rde r t o f i t them, be t te r - to . - . the ,educa t iona l needs, o f 
young people who have . , l e f t t he day schools and; en£,ére,d the labour , f o r c e , wh i l e 
a t the same t ime c o n s i d e r i n g the c r e a t i o n o f cen t res o f e d u c a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n 
i n areas ,of popu la r , se t t l emen ts which we>;Uld enable, young peopie,, (to . cont inue, 
s t u d y i n g a f t e r t bey have- begun t o work*,-: ... ... .y-t. .... , " ,' 

g) . Fu r t he r i ng , the .p rogress ive adaptat ion- of' the , 'content ! ,ç f ! '$ducat i p i i to'..the 
growing demapds o f d e v e l o p m e n t . Amqng thes,e .demands are. those d e r i v i n g ' f r o m the. 
development • o f b i o l o g y , • physics,/-. chemis t ry • and mathematics ,and t h e i r growing". -„, 
a p p l i c a t i o n t o p r o d u c t i o n and s o c i a l l i f e . . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , i t i s impo r t an t . no t 
t o ove r look i n f o r m a t i o n p rocess ing , . computat ion,. .biot .e.ç^nology, and o t h e r s c i e n t i f i c 
a c t i v i t i e s which .are r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g i n d u s t r y and-spci .çty. , , A, cons ide rab le advance 
i n the sc ien t i f i c - . .qpn ten t - ;o f . edupatiqisv. i s , e s s e n t i a l j , . o t h e r w i s e , L a t i n America and 
the Caribbean ; w i l i .,rlag, f a r . behind t h e ^.dvançe qf.^the!, ^ f r p n t i é r s o f ^knowledge.' in .. 
t he developed c o u n t r i e s . . Furthermore,., science-, and̂ ^ . technology, quite!.apa^-f ' f rom 
t h e i r importance f o r p r o d u c t i o n and employment, are o f fundamental s i g n i f i c a n c e 
f o r t h e fo rma t ion . !p f -va lues, a n d - a t t i t u d e s , . . I n many. côunt|?ieç..,.t they,..hav^. been 
cons idered as mere^,instruments or- as forms ; .of. knowledge^ wh^çh - a re ..çn-ly. . r ç l ^ yap t 
t o a ve ry l i m i t e d s e c t o r o f , s o c i e t y ; . i n , r e , a l i t y , . h o w e y e r » ; - t h e y ' r e 
o f t h i n k i n g which shou ld be opened t o the v a r i o u s s t r a t a o f yOuth. . ' ' S c i e n t i f i c 
i l l i t e r a c y " w i l l have much more se r ious consequences i n terms o f s o c i a l exc lus ion 
i n thet near f u t u r e t h a n . i n . the p a s t . . t, "... . ......,.- t . 

h ) Tak ing i n t o account ,the importance o f knowledge o f the human.sciences, . 
bo th because t h e y c r e a t e t he c a p a c i t y t o understand n a t i o n a l , r e g i o n a l and wor ld 
soc ie t y , and because t h e y d e v e l o p a c r i t i c a l c a p a c i t y which' i s fundamental t o the 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f . t h e h i s t o r i c a l na tu re o f a l l forms o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and hence 
t o the cons tan t renewal o f these fo rms . . .Wi th in t h i s c o n t e x t , s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n 
shou ld be g i v e n t o the d i ssemina t ion and t e a c h i n g o f . human r i g h t s as determinants 
o f a . s t y l e o f s o c i a l c o e x i s t e n c e . - , 

i ) Promot ing the t r a i n i n g , development and o r g a n i z a t i o n o f young a r t i s a n s 
and the t e a c h i n g .o f t r a d i t i o n a l a r t s .and. c ra , f t s which can o f f e r comparat ive 
advantages«as - regards employment and marke t ing , p o s s i b i l i t i e s . . i n t h i s , r e g a r d , 
experiments, c a r r i e d .out in. L a t i n American,.;countries i n t h e area o f t r a d i t i o n a l 
and n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t s have shown tha ' t .v th fy . shquld. jnot be neg lec ted as' a ; 
p o t e n t i a l t o o l f o r . t h e development o f educa t ion ,and employment. Examples o f such 
a c t i v i t i e s a re those ca r r i ed , out by Manos dél...Uruguay.,-éálon ,dé Encuentro Betim 
( B r a z i l ) . , A r tesan ías Neuquinas,. e,tc. ... . . .. ' - , . - '• 

j ) Promot ing f a m i l y educa t i on , sex .educat ion, psycho-pedagogica l se rv i ces 
and p r o f e s s i o n a l , v o c a t i o n a l . .and p s y c h o - s o c i a l o r i e n t a t i o n f o r adolescents ' and 
y o u t h . P r i o r i t y should-be given- t o these aspects w i t h i n the con tex t o f a s o c i a l 
p o l i c y aimed a t t he human development o f t he you th o f the r e g i o n . . I n these f i e l d s , 
t h e i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y approach o f f e r s ample o p p o r t u n i t y t o prevent h i g h - r i s k 
s i t u a t i o n s , he lps s t reng then the s t a b i l i t y o f f a m i l y t i e s and reduces behav iou ra l 
maladjustment r e s u l t i n g f rom the f r u s t r a t i o n o f expec ta t i ons o r s t r e s s f i i i s i t u a t i o n s 
which are i n e v i t a b l e i n t imes o f change a n d . c r i s i s . 

/ k ) Promoting 
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k ) Promoting a c t i v i t i e s t o f u r t h e r s o l i d a r i t y : between .young s tudents and 
young r u r a l , ind igenous o r u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d urban.groups,, thus h e l p i n g t he former 
t o gain awareness o f the problems o f t h e o t h e r s * - w h i l e enab l ing-young people from 
the unde rp r i v i l eged , groups to, have a chance t o ; ^ ^ a t e ^ t h e i r o w n - s p e c i f i c forms 
o f youth o r g a n i z a t i o n and express ion* Among?sup feac t i v i t i es , s p e c i a l mention. , , 
may be made o f programmes o f t he ' íyoüth educates youth11, ; type.». wh i ch ,mob i l i ze the 
more educa ted -s t ra ta t o help: i n i t h e ! t r a i n i n g o f t & e j l e s s educated. -, 

' • ! ) Cons ider ing programmes- o f employment o f , s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , w i t h payment 
o f a s u b s i s t e n c e , a l lowance,- : i n order^ t o i ; e s t a b l i s h j r e g u l a r ; a c t i o n o f . s o c i a l and. , 
c u l t u r a l i n t e r e s t such as bas i c h e a l t h a t t e n t i o n , p reschoo l attention, o r g a n i z a t i o n 
and runn ing o f c u l t u r a l c e n t r e s , c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f co -ope ra t i ve p r o j e c t s , e t c . 

m) R e a c t i v a t i n g v i a b l e manu fac tu r ing sec to rs , p roduc ing bas i c consumer goods 
and o the rs which o f f e r comparat ive advantages, and e x p l o r i n g t he p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
i n t e g r a l i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n th rough the a p p l i c a t i o n o f a p p r o p r i a t e t echno log ies 
t o the use ó f a g r i c u l t u r a l , f o r e s t r y , and f i she ry ; , r esou rces . Th is a c t i o n shou ld 
be viewed no t o n l y as a way-of s e c u r i n g t h e , g lobal- , r e a c t i v a t i o n . , p f t h e p roduc t i on 
s t r u c t u r e o f the r e g i o n i bü tua lsO 'as a waiy,' o f ejqsanding. t h e range-, o f employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s open t o young peop le . -.. . . - i . r - " ; b-v • 

n ) Promoting co -ope ra t i ve e n t e r p r i s e s o f young people i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l , 
i n d u s t r i a l and se rv i ces s e c t o r s , w i t h adequate f i n a n c i a l and t e c h n i c a l s u p p o r t , 
as a way o f i n c r e a s i n g employment and e s t a b l i s h i n g communal and democrat ic 
management mechanisms i n .economic - a c t i v i t i e s * , - i.-- -. 

o) P rov i d i ng adequate i n f o r m a t i o n se r v i ces on t r e n d s i n t h e l abou r market 
f o r young people arid berlping.--them t,:Athr<3u^ employment .-Sjar^ipej?;, t o o b t a i n j o b s . 

26. A s p e c i f i c you th p o l i c y requ i res -adequa te i n t e r s e c t . o r a l ¡ a r t i c u l a t i o n and 
a h o l i s t i c and i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y , approach, l e a d i n g t o an i n c e p t h : r e f l e c t i o n on . 
the s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , . p o l i t i c a l and-economic problems which a f f e c t s o c i e t y , ,as 
w e l l as on- the framework o f Values and c o n f l i c t s which i d e n t i f y t h e movements t h a t 
at t ract yóüng"people* Shá. view -of:-the -ch^gingfregio^l^ituation.-.^d the 
u n c e r t a i n t y over . the f u t ù r e , t h e suppor t methodo logy- fo r t he act ions, : suggested 
i n the paragraphs above shou ld be based on c a p a c i t y f o r the p r o v i s i o n o f r e g u l a r 
i n f o r m a t i o n on c o n d i t i o n s i n the areas o f educa t i on , work , f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n , 
s t a t e o f p h y s i c a l a n d ' p s y c h o l o g i c a l h e a l t h , . e t c , o f ypyiig people j.. Fur thermore, 
the re should be.; s u i t a b l y , t r a i n e d departments f o r a p p r a i s i n g t he p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
programmes, c a r r i e d out . by: non-governipental o rgan i za t i ons . ,pr ; inspire,«! by government 
p o l i c i e s . The. development o f a . s u i t a b l e p r o g r a m m e . o f / s t a t i s t i c s .anà: a n a l y s i s 
i s e s s e n t i a l i n o rde r t o be ab le t o p e r i o d i c a l i y r e y a Ì u a t e , t h e r e s u l t s o f p o l i c i e s 
and programmes f o r youth and e s t a b l i s h a dynamic and permanent system" f o r 
f o r m u l a t i n g '¡arid e f f e c t i n g adjustment, proposals... 10' - <,..-• 

c ) Ac t i on a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l 

27. The programme o f ac t ion , a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l i s ma in l y . conce i ved as a form 
o f support f o r n a t i o n a l , a c t i v i t i e s and f o r exchange and c o - o p e r a t i o n among 
c o u n t r i e s f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f the s t r a t e g y -contained i n t h e .Regional Plan o f 
A c t i o n . ;, 

/ 2 8 . The 
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28, The c r e a t i o n o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s , : channels and means ' f o r the p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f 
you th shou ld be , p r i m a r i l y , a c r e a t i v e exerc i se c a r r i e d out: by the: young people- • 
themselves. I n t h i s r e g a r d , governmental e n t i t i e s ' s h o u l d encourage exper iments 
i n which you th p a r t i c i p a t e i n dec is ion -mak ing , programme p l ann ing and p r o j e c t 
eva lua t ion . ' I n t h i s area o f programming and p o l i c y f o r m u l a t i o n , i t i s a l s o ">•'• 
u s e f u l t o f o s t e r con tac ts between the genera t ions and a l e a r n i n g .process; .conceived 
as i n t e r a c t i o n l e a d i n g t o a ' 'mutual change o f a t t i t u d e s and v iewpo in ts ' , based..on 
the a n a l y s i s o f a p a r t i c u l a r problem. Th is i s but one a p p l i c a t i o n o f the 
fundamenta l p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y approach' to ' ' 'à f i e l d which presents 
a cha l lenge t h a t so f a r has n o t been adequate ly met: t h a t o f you th i n a p e r i o d 
o f change and c r i s i s . ' •• • 

29. W i t h i n t h e resources a v a i l a b l e , and us ing ex t rabudge ta ry resources whenever 
they à re a v a i l a b l e wi th in ' ' ' the- ' f ramework o f the work'programmé' i n the area o f 
s o c i a l development , ECLAC cbu ld r ' "'!••••>••• -.'• • 

'à) Continue to- ca r ry ' -ou t work -'designed t o - f u l f i l .the goals. and o b j e c t i v e s 
l a i d down i n t h e Regiona l P l a n - o f A c t i o n , i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t he .Cen t re f o r 
S o c i a l Development and Humani tar ian A f f a i r s (CSDHA) and ot-her agencies o f t he 
Un i t ed Nat ions system and th rough co -ope ra t i on agreements w i t h reg iona l ' . . 
i n t e rgove rnmen ta l bod ies , sub reg iona l bod ies , the member c o u n t r i e s o f ECLAC and 
non-governmenta l organ izat ions. ' " • " ' . ' : • 

b) Give t e c h n i c a l suppor t t o the c o u n t r i e s , a t théi Request o f governments, 
i n t he execu t ion o f a c t i v i t i e s designed t o increase t he c a p a c i t y o f governments 
t o deve lop , s t reng then and eva lua te t h e i r p o l i c i e s and programmes f o r you th . 

• c ) Cont inue t he exécu t i on o f n a t i o n a l diagnoses on• the s i t u a t i o n , , prospects 
and needs o f y o u t h , as w e l l as on s p e c i f i c t o p i c s such as the s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s 
o f s p e c i f i c c a t e g o r i e s and' groups o f young peop le , employment and y o u t h , educat ion 
and t r a i n i n g , ' h e a l t h , expec ta t ions ' and p r o j e c t s : f o r : . t h e f u t u r e , young women, and 
the l e g a l ' S i t u a t i o n o f 'young people' . These s t u d i e s should be a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d and 
shou ld bé' w i d e l y d isseminated among the c o u n t r i e s . I n c a r r y i n g • o u t • s u c h s t u d i e s , 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l r e s e a r c h " i n s t i t u t e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
shou ld be s t i m u l a t e d i n o rde r t o promote a c t i v i t i e s aimed a t ana l ys i ng the. area 
o f y o u t h . ' : ' • 

d) Emphasize the need t o ' improve s t a t i s t i c a l ' i n f o r m a t i o n and o t h e r forms 
o f knowledge o f y o u t h , e s p e c i a l l y as regards éduca t i on , e m p l o y m e n t h e a l t h , 
f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n and hous ing , w i t h thé a im o f c r e a t i n g a data base which w i l l 
pe rm i t thé t i m e l y a n a l y s i s o f i n f o r m a t i o n " s o as to' be ab le t o appra ise and improve 
t hé p o l i c i e s and programmes - regard ing you th . - .'•:> .' 

e ) Hold r e g i o n a l and t e c h n i c a l seminars on quest ions and problems r e l a t i n g 
t o you th w i t h the aim o f p r e p a r i n g s p e c i f i c a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d recommendations. 

f ) Prepare and d e l i v e r courses on problems, programmes and p o l i c i e s concerning 
y o u t h . Promote awareness among you th o f the fundamental Un i ted Nat ions agreements, 
e s p e c i a l l y r e g a r d i n g r a c i a l " " d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , a p a r t h e i d , human r i g h t s , t he 
es tab l i shmen t o f a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l Ecortbmic Order , the r i g h t to ,development and 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

/ g ) Organize 
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g) Organize exchanges between c o u n t r i e s i n r e l a t i o n t o exper ience and 
knowledge o f the problems o f y o u t h , and s t i m u l a t e forms o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l v o l u n t a r y 
se rv i ce by young peop le . 

h) Organize h o r i z o n t a l c o - o p e r a t i o n between c o u n t r i e s i n a c t i v i t i e s r e l a t e d 
t o you th , a t bo th the governmental and non-governmental l e v e l . 

i ) Continue a c t i v i t i e s which p lace the t o p i c o f you th i n the pe rspec t i ve o f 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t y l e s o f development f o r the r e g i o n and the achievement o f the 
o b j e c t i v e s o f e q u i t y , p a r t i c i p a t i o n , peace, and development o f t he p o t e n t i a l o f 
young peop le . 




