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A. INTRODUCTION

Within the work programme on subregional activities in the Caribbean, the integrative
nature of the sustainable development concept is fully recognized and embraced and it is this
philosophy that informs the work of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean (ECLAC) Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean. Activities of the Secretariat
during the 2004-2005 biennium continued to focus on issues relevant to the promotion of the
economic, social and environmental dimensions of development in the Caribbean. The
operationalization of its activities are monitored through the Caribbean Development and
Cooperation Committee (CDCC), which is a 23-member permanent subsidiary organ of ECLAC
and 1s serviced by the ECLAC Secretariat mainly through the Subregional Headquarters in Port
of Spain

In 2004, both the Revised Text of the Constituent Declaration and Functions and Rules of
Procedure of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee and the Programme of
work for the 2006-2007 biennium was adopted at the thirtieth Session of ECLAC in Puerto Rico,
28 June to 2 July 2004. Member and associate member States of the CDCC adopted the work
programme at the twentieth session of CDCC, which took place in St. Croix, United States
Virgin Islands, 22 and 23 of April 2004. It is expected that the revised, updated and modernized
constitutional text will allow the CDCC to improve its service to its member countries. It also,
significantly, supports non-independent countries in their insertion in United Nations agencies,
organizations and forums.

During the biennium, the Secretariat has executed 56% of its programmed output, in
addition to the 16 new outputs which were included in response to requests from the member
States, other subregional institutions and agencies. During this period, the Secretariat published
31 substantive documents, including six which had been postponed from the preceding
biennium. The subregional headquarters publicly launched its two databases prepared under the
technical cooperation programme with the Kingdom of the Netherlands. In addition, five national
disaster assessment reports and one training manual were prepared during this period. The
Secretariat convened three intergovernmental and seven expert group meetings and conducted
three training workshops for a total of 95 persons in Belize, Cayman Islands, Trinidad and
Tobago and Washington, D.C.

Major aspects of the work undertaken by the Subregional Headquarters in the Caribbean
included the release of the 2003-2004 edition of the Economic Survey of Caribbean Countries,
including an analysis of non-independent countries of the region; the formal launch of the
interactive trade and social statistical databases; preparations for the Mauritius International
Meeting for the 10-year Review of the Implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action
for Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States (SIDS POA); the organization of
a Caribbean Forum on the Information Society; the convening of the Caribbean Symposium on
Population Ageing;, the development of strategies aimed at the reduction of poverty and
HIV/AIDS levels in member States, addressing issues affecting the ageing population; and
responding to requests for assessment of damages caused by natural disasters in Bahamas,
Cayman Islands, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti and Jamaica.



The exposure of CDCC member countries to new concepts of development and to
analyses of the new regional and global structures and the potential impact on their sustainable
development process was effected through documents and other forms of dissemination of
information and also at meetings organized by the Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean.
This is evidenced by the continued demand from member States, regional and subregional
institutions for technical assistance. This could be construed as an indirect expression of
satisfaction in the work of the Secretariat. During 2004, the Secretariat responded to 66% of the
number of requests received for technical assistance. In fact, member States requested other
institutions to include ECLAC staff members in their response teams to the natural disaster
assessments and other fact finding missions. In view of the limited resources, both human and
financial, the Secretariat was encouraged to link these requests to the programmed outputs
already in the programme of work, with good results. However, the work related to science and
technology and statistics were affected by the retirement of the respective officers. It is expected
that this situation would be reversed in 2005.

As at 30 March 2005, the Secretariat completed three successful projects, funded by the
Government of the Netherlands. The projects focused on marine-based tourism in the eastern
Caribbean, and the development of the CARIBTRADE statistical database and the Caribbean
Social Statistics Database (CSSD). In addition, two projects are funded by the Canadian
International Development Agency (CIDA) and two by the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA).

A tabular presentation of the programmatic commitments within the framework of the
programme of work of the ECLAC system for the biennium 2004-2005 is shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Status of implementation of the work programme for 2004-2005: outputs by category

— as at 30 April 2005(est.)
Category Program | Added | CF Total In pro- | Comp- %
-med Outputs | gress leted | comp-
leted
Substantive servicing of meetings 5 2 71.43
Parliamentary documentation - 5 5 5 100.00
Expert groups, rapporteurs, 9 1 10 5 50.00
depository services
Recurrent publications 4 - 4 1 2 50.00
Non-recurrent publications 33 12 6 51 17 25 49.02
Other substantive activities 52 2 55 9 19 34.55
Advisory services 14 7 21 251 119.05
Training courses, seminars and 6 1 7 3 42.86
workshops
Field projects 2 5 7 2 5 71.43
Total outputs 123 32 12 167 29 94 56.29




B. IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTIVITIES BY SUBJECT AREAS

1. SUBJECT AREA 12.1: LINKAGES WITH THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND
COMPETITIVENESS OF THE CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES

The Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean implemented this section of the work
programme under a number of broad themes, namely economic integration, economic reforms,
trade and investment and economic development. This was done within the context of
developments that the Secretariat monitors at the global, hemispheric and regional levels.

1.1 Economic development issues

The Secretariat continued to prepare studies in this subject area in an effort to keep
member and associate member States abreast of developments, which have implications for
Caribbean economies.

(a) In keeping with the annual programme of reporting on the economic trends in the
countries of the subregion, the Secretariat published the Fconomic Survey of the
Caribbean, 2003-2004, LC/CAR/L.21. This publication is the culmination of
work related to the monitoring of the macroeconomic performance of all CDCC
countries. The research and analysis underlying the survey is being refined to
make it more relevant and useful to member countries. Specifically, the
Secretariat seeks to incorporate the most recent data and it also envisages the
construction of models to map out possible macroeconomic scenarios. The report
was formally launched in September 2004.

(b) Publication of the "Preliminary Overview of Caribbean Fconomies” is closely
associated with the preparation of the foregoing document and contributes to the
statistical summary and text of the Preliminary Overview of the Economy of Latin
America and the Caribbean, editions 2004 and 2005. Document LC/CAR/G.778
and LC/CAR/L .28 were published in January 2004 and 2005, respectively.

In addition to the completed works referred to above, the Secretariat continues to work on
the preparation of the following publications:

. A study on the recent developments in labour markets in the subregion,
particularly with respect to wages, employment and productivity,

. A study on income instability in the Caribbean;

. A study on financial intermediation and its effects on capital formation in the
Caribbean;

. A study on the restructuring of production and competitiveness in the Caribbean,

. A study on saving and investment and on long-term growth in the Caribbean.



1.2 Technical assistance

The Secretariat continued to respond to requests from member States for technical
support. This is offered under a special programme with funding support from ECLAC
Headquarters.

Details of the requests received and implemented are provided in document MONCOM
12/2/Add.1.

2. SUBJECT AREA 12.2: LINKAGES WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY,
INTEGRATION AND COOPERATION

Member States have been responding to the challenges of globalization by deepening and
widening of regional integration and cooperation. The Subregional Headquarters has been
facilitating these efforts through its research and technical assistance activities. The Secretariat
assisted in fostering regional cooperation through its response to requests for assistance from
associate member States of CDCC in areas such as trade and social policy. In addition, the
Secretariat undertakes the preparation of studies, at the request of member countries, to evaluate
the possible impact of trade liberalization on their economies.

2.1 CDCC meetings

A significant activity of the work programme of the during 2004 was the successful
organization of the twentieth session of the CDCC in St. Croix, United States Virgin Islands, 22-
23 April 2004. Deliberations of the meeting are provided in document LC/CAR/L.15, 9 June
2004. The next session of the CDCC will be held in 2006.

The following reports were considered at the meeting:

a) The document “Status of the review of the Constituent Declaration and Rules of
Procedure of the CDCC”, LC/CAR/L.6 was considered and emerged as the
revised text of the Constituent Declaration and Rules of Procedure of the
CDCC”. The Revised Text of the Constituent Declaration and Functions and
Rules of Procedure of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation Committee
and the Programme of work for the biennium 2006 -2007 were formally adopted
at the thirtieth Session of ECLAC 1in Puerto Rico.

b) Document LC/CAR/L.8, “Summary of resolutions recently adopted by organs of
the United Nations which might be of special interest to member countries of
ECLAC/CDCC” included information on selected resolutions recently adopted by
the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council.



d)

2.2

“Report on the implementation of the work programme for the 2002-2003
biennium”, LC/CAR/L.9, presented a summarized report on activities carried out
during the period since January 2004,

The “Work programme for the 2006-2007 biennium”, LC/CAR/L.10, which
details, by subject area, the proposed draft programme of work of the ECLAC
Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean for the biennium 2006-2007, was
submitted to the meeting for its consideration. The programme of work was
subsequently adopted at the thirtieth session of the Commission in Puerto Rico.
June 2004.

Trade and services issues

During the period since January 2004, research was carried out on the analysis of the
impact of international trading arrangements to regional developments. Some of the key
documents are listed below.

a)

b)

d)

The document “Meeting the challenges of the FTAA: Trade trends, export
specialization patterns and regional integration in the Caribbean (including the
case of the NICCS)”, LC/CAR/L.4, provided an analysis of selected issues and
highlighted some of the effects relating to regional integration focusing on the
Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) from the perspective of the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM) and the CDCC Non-Independent Caribbean Countries
(NICCs).

The study “The convergent/divergent economic trajectories of Puerto Rico and
the United States” LC/CAR/L.11, was commissioned by the Department of
States of the Government of Puerto Rico, with a view to understanding the
convergent and divergent trajectories of Puerto Rico and the United States for a
study on the economy of Puerto Rico.

The publication “Sustainable agriculture and the development of the Amerindians
in Guyana: The case of the Mabaruma/Hosororo Organic Cocoa Project”,
LC/CAR/L.18, was published in August 2004. This study examined an organic
cocoa project in Guyana in order to determine the prospects for development of
an indigenous people in the hinterland area of Hosororo.

Document LC/CAR/L.19 “Free Trade and the development of sustainable
agriculture in the Caribbean” published in June 2004, examined the options for
Caribbean countries in pursuing development of their agricultural sectors given
the changes taking place in the international economy.



The Secretariat is also preparing the following documents:

. A study on the status of trade relations between the European Union and the
Caribbean under the Cotonou Agreement recently signed by the Furopean Union
and the Group of African, Caribbean and Pacific States (ACP).

. A study on trade and transport among CDCC member countries.

23 Integration issues
Associate Member Countries (AMCs)

With a view to addressing the particular concerns of the NICCS, associate members of
the CDCC, the Secretariat, through the Working Group of the NICCS completed the following
documents:

a) “Priorities of associated member countries of EFCLAC in relevant aspects of the
Summit of the Americas process and Free Trade Area of the Americas”,

(LC/CAR/R 81)

b) The participation of AMCs in United Nations world conferences, (LC/CAR/R.76).

Regional

1. FTAA

The Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean continued to provide technical support
to the FTAA negotiation process through membership, along with ECLAC Mexico, the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB) and the Organisation of American States (OAS), on the
Tripartite Committee of the FTAA Consultative Group on Smaller Economies (CGSE). Support
takes the form of assistance provided to facilitate the work of the CGSE at its meetings as well as
assistance in preparing documents as part of the Hemispheric Cooperation Program.

1. Association of Caribbean States (ACS)

ECLAC continued to work closely with the ACS in the preparation of papers and the
convening of meetings. As part of its commitment to the ACS, the Secretariat assisted in the
preparation of the following documents:

a) Documento de base para apoyar la elaboracion del documento marco: Hacia una
nueva vision de la Asociacion de Estados del Caribe, (LC/CAR/R.78), July 2004;
and



b) Cuarta cumbre de los jefes de estado y/o Gobierno de los estados miembros y
miembros asociados de la Asociacion de Estados del Caribe — Borrador de plan de
accion, (LC/CAR/R.79), July 2004.)

iil. OECS

ECLAC continues to offer substantial support to the OECS Secretariat in its preparation
of a study to ascertain the real and potential impacts, negative and/or positive, of the CARICOM
Single Market and Economy (CSME) on the member States of the OECS and in the area of
disaster assessment and training.

iv. Others

As part of its ongoing efforts to keep member States up-to-date on development issues,
the Secretariat continues to hold briefing sessions with subregional representatives at the United
Nations and in Washington. Through its Director and other staff, CARICOM Permanent
Representatives to the United Nations were addressed on three occasions on the activities of
Subregional Headquarters and on issues which were related to deliberations taking place at the
time at the United Nations Headquarters.

In other instances, the Secretariat assisted member States' representatives to the United
Nations in their deliberations at meetings of the various committees of the United Nations by
providing information, as requested.

2.4 Information dissemination

The Secretariat continued to prepare quarterly issues of the newsletter, "FOCUS", which
provides information on its ongoing work.

The ECLAC Issue Brief previously issued as the "External Briefing Notes, which is
produced twice a year, examines current economic issues and concisely highlights the
implications for the Caribbean subregion.

2.5 Technical assistance

During the biennium, the Secretariat continued to provide technical support which
included missions and special studies to advance integration and regional cooperation among
member States, on request.

A number of responses were made to requests from member governments for assistance
in carrying out assignments on their behalf. A report was prepared for the Department of State of
the Government of Puerto Rico and a project proposal was completed for the Government of the
Netherlands Antilles.

Details of the requests received and implemented are provided in document MONCOM
12/2/Add.1.





http://www.eclac.cl/portofspain/

















































