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321 (XV) PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN IN LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT

The Economic Commission for Latin America,

Recognizing that some 150 million women live in the Latin American region and
that only recently have opportunities been opening up for their direct
participation in economic and social development efforts,

Noting with concern that in many places in the region women are suffering the
effects of discriminatory legislation and practices and are frequently exploited
by the prevailing social systems,

Considering that efforts to provide better opportunities for the people of
Latin Americe and to raise the standard of living of the poorer strata of the
population imply priority attention to the women of Latin America,

Considering further that there have been no economic and social studies on the
role of women in the development of the region,

Recommends that the ECLA secretariat should prepare a study on the participation
of women in the development of the region and the measures to be taken to eliminate
discrimination and the lack of educational, employment and economic opportunities
for women.
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322 (XV) APPLICATION OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 70 DEVELOPMENT

The Economic Commission for Latin America,

Considering that one of the fundamental characteristics of the developing
countries is their technological dependence, which, with its economic implications,
aggravates their peripheral position and perpetuates the present international
division of labour, obliging such countries to adopt, on unfavourable conditions
and terms, technologies which are in many cases unsuitable for their structure of
production, availability of resources, and the nature of their domestic markets,

Further considering that such dependence also has a political dimension,
inasmuch as it weakens the decision-meking capacity of the developing countries by
preventing them from exercising effective control over their development processes,

Noting that ECLA has dealt with some of these subjects in its studies and
activities but has so far lacked machinery to enable it to link the advance of
science and technology more closely with economic and social development,

Bearing in mind that the United Nations Advisory Committee on the Application
of Science and Technology to Development (UNACAST) has formulated a 3eglon§l Plan of
Action for the application of science and technology to development in Latin
America, within the context of the World Plan of Action and the Second Development
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