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PART I

SUMARY OF DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Agenda Items 4 and 5 - Implementation of the Work Programme since the
Seventh Session (E/CEPAL/CDCC/G.115 and Corr. 1 and 2) and Draft
Programme of Work for the biennium 1986-1987
(£/CEPAL/CDCC/G.109 and Corr. 1 and 2)

Co-operation in 1nfommatlon (paras. §0-66)

1. The -Committee nroposed that the Secretariat develop CARISPLAI as a
computerized information network with telecommunication links between the mational
focal points and the Caribbean Documentatlon Centre. In this process it should
utilize internationally compatible micro- computer software to fac111tate diffusion
‘of the data base throughout the subregion.

2, Suppeft was given to the new draft CARISPLAN Project to follow the current

one expiring in October 1984,

Science and technology (paras. 67-7&)

3. The Conmlttee expressed satlsfactlon on the worK carried out by the CCST
and ureed the Secretarlat to contlnue its efforts to complete the programne of
work. The Committee alsc welcomed the 1ncorporatlon of new nenbers to CCST,

which reflected a strengthening of co~operatlon in the Caribbean area.

Co-ordination in gplanning (paras. 75 62)

Y, The Committee e&uressed the view that it would be useful For the Fourth
tieeting of Caribbean Planners to be convened before the Flfth Conference of
Hlnlsters and Heads of Plenning in Latln Amerlca and the Carlnbean which is

scheduled to be held in Mexico in Aprll 1485,

5. The meeting agreed that the ILPES document outlining its proposed work
programme for the Caribbean should be circulated 1n order that it mlrht be carefullv
considered by CDCC countries so as to permit then to comment on its relevance and

acceptability. = - S ‘ : .



Removal of language barriers {paras. 87-91)

6, The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Hetherlands Antilles for
hosting the regional workshop. The hope was expressed that CDCC members would.

follow-up this initiative by holding mnatiocnal workshops.

7. It was a"reed that the removal of language barrlers contlnues to be an
1mportant conponent of the CDCC work programme ; 1t lb, however a long-term project.,
Support was expresséd fbm the holdln" of courses for 1nterpreters and translators,
and for the examination of tne heihodology For the teachlng of lanﬂuawes in scheois,
The training of translators and 1nterpreters,had,not.Progrggsggwrap_epough7apd1m
not enough use had to date been made of capabilities and“prpfe§sionals in the

reglon.

Counc1l for social and @conomic development {paras. 92- 93)

8. - - The Secretariat was entpusted to continue consultations which could lead to
a meeting of government officials to discuss the statutes -and other procedural

matters. - , o - - e .

Agricultural sector (paras. Su-100)

8. The Committee endorsed the work programme in agridulturefaﬁd_ﬁeaffirmédmthéu
priority placed on increased co-operation in this sector. It urged that efforts
should be made tc increase the resources available to the Segretariat for the

execution of the work programme in agriculture.

Social sector, aducation and culture (paras, 101-107)

10. The Committee expressed its support for the programmeé for.the preservation
and retrieval of common .cultural, heritage and suggested tﬁat.cultural.qnimation.
activities be undertaken. The Haitian delegation indicated that its country was
prepared to collaborate with other Caribbean -countries in developing an exchange
programme in art and folklore., The Secretariat was requested to seek resources |

to implement the activities suggested.

Women in development (paras. 108-116)

11. ' The “Corihittee -indicated the need for ccrcentration on programmes relating

to women in development planning and the promotion of income—generatiﬂg activities.,



.12' It was apgreed that the Regional Intergovernmental Heeting 1n preparatlon for
the World Conference to Rev1ew and Apprdlse the Achievenments of the United Hatlons
Decade for Women should be held on 19-22 Hovember 1984 It was also agreed that
one day prlor to this meetlng in Luba, delegations from the CDCC member countrles

would meet to seek agreement on 1ssues to be raised at the meetln

Transport and communications (paras. 117-125)

13. The Conm1ttee noted that the Carlbbean Draft Marltlme Search and ?escue Plan
had been,completei.

14, The Commitiée . also noted that the CDCC Secretariat continues to function as
the foeal point in the Caribbean for the Caribbean Airports kaintenance and

Operations Study. -

International trade and finance {(paras. 126~130)

15. The Committee supported the recommendations of the id HbcfExpert Group- on
Trade Procedures which was held in Havana, Cuba from 24-27 QOctober 1983 on the

publication of the Caribbean Trade Procedures Guides and a programe of action

on trade facilitation in the Caribbéan.

16,  The Committee also emphasized that ‘this area should mainta%n its priority
in the work programme and that links -should be established between thése activities

and those in transport and commmications.

Energy and natural resources (para. 131)

17. The Committee sugpested the need for greater cowordination between the CDCC
Secretariat and OLADE.

Demographic analysis (paras. 135 142)

18. The Committee agreed that the report of the recent CARICOH Population
Awareness Conference held in Saint Lucié would be presented to the seventeenth
session of the Coumittee of the Whole of ECLA, on 28 June 1984 and would

subsaequently be transmitted to the Internatlonal Conference on Population in Mexico.



19. - The Committee. also adopted resolution 16 (VIII) on Population and Development
which stated that the CDCC menber. countries: should receive special atteéntion .from
CELADE - in ‘accordance with their needs, and esxpressed its appreciation for the

additiendl resources allocated by UNFPA for training in - demographic analysis., -

Caribbean/Latin American relations (paras. 143l145)"

20. The Committee asked the CDCC Secre ariat to prepare, ine consultatlonww;th
'CDCC member ¢ountries: and the Caribbean intergovermmental institutions responsible
for promoting co-operation and integration, specific projects in thoseareas which
offered concrete pOSblbllltles for conoperatlon between the Carlbbean countries
aud the rest of the Latln American reglon.‘ Special enpha31s vias glven to frade,
tourism, transport, science and technology and education and culture and other

services,

Endorsement of the 1986-1987 wor} jggéranme (para. 148)

21. -The Commlttee encorsed the 1985-1987 work pronramme as outllnea in document
E/CEPAL/CDCQ/G.iQQ and Corr. 1 and Corr. 2 taking into account the modifications
introduced and the priorities established during.the course of the present. session.

_Agenda Items 6 and 7 - Action taken on CDCC resolutions adopted
at the sixtn anc seventn seSslons anc ECLA resolutions with

" implications for the CDCC (paras.--149-159) . -

22, It was agreed that as a matter of'ﬁfihéiple; an aftemﬁ% should be made’
to £ill regular budget posts expeditiously, especially since the-subregion has a
nurber of unrepresented and underrepresented countries.

Agenda Item 8 - Admission of the British Virgin Islands

T "and the United States Virgin lsiands as associate
members of CDCC {(paras. 53-57) '

23, By resolutions 14 (VIII) and- 45 (VIII) the Committee approved by acclamation
the- admission of the United Stdtes Virgin Islands and-the: British:Virgin Islands

+

respectlvely as associate members of CDCC. -



Agenda Itew . 9 - Other matters (paras, 160-161)

24, The Committee adopted resclution 17 (VIII) entitled the impact of the current
international economic erisis on CDCC member countries which reflects the concern
of member governments with regard to the economic end social implications of the
crisis. | S I |

Agenda Iter. 10 - Site and date of the
ninth session of CDCC (para. 162)

25. The Committee agreed to hold its nhinth session during the second halfl of
May 1985 and requested the Secretariat, tofether with the chairman to undertake

appropriate consultations to determine the venue.



e PART‘II ;

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION

R T R RS ROREEARTY

26.  The eighth session of the Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee.
(CDCC) was held at the Technical Level in Part—au-Prlnce Haiti from 6 to 8 June
1984, and at the mlnlsterlal level from 1i—12 June 198u

-~ Attendance 1/ "

27. Representatlves of the rollOW1ng membe“ countﬂles of the Commlttee attended
the session: Barbados, Cuba, Dominican Republlc, Guvana, Haltl, Jamalca, Salnt
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. The
Netherlands Antilles, British Virgzin Islands and United States Virgin Islands

attended as associate members.

28, The United Nations Secretariat was represented by officials from the Budget
Division of the Office of Financial Services, the Department of Political Affairs,
Trusteeship and Decolonization and the United Nations Department for Technical

Co-operation for Development (UNDTCD}.

29. Representatives of the following organizations of the United Nations system
attended the session: United Hations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA),
United Nations Children'’s Fund (UNICEF), United Hations Development Prcgramme (UNDP).

30, The following United Hations specialized agencies were represented: United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ), the World Food Programme (WEP),
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizations {UNESCO),
World Health Organization (WHO) and Pan-American Health Organization {PAHO),
Internaticnal Telecommunications Union (ITU), Universal Postal Union {(UPU) and

World Meteorological Organization (WHO).

31. The meeting was also attended by representatives of the folldwing inter-
governmental organizationg: Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Caribbean
Commuaity Secretariat (CARICCH), Inter-American Institute for Co-operation on
Agriculture (IICA), Organization of Eastern Cariblbean States {DLCS) and Organization
of American States (0AS) and SELA.

1/ See the list of participants in annex 1,



32, Representatives of the British Virgins Islands and the United States Virgin

Islands attended the.technical meeting.as.sPecial guests and were admitted at the

Ministerial meeting as associate members,

Election of Bureau

33, The Bureau comprisiﬁg the following officials at the techmical level was
approved by consensus: a ' '
Chairman: Yvon Guirand ' " Haiti
Viée-Chairmen:-. Ramiro LefSn Torras - Cuba
' Joel G. Toney St. Vincent and .

the Granadines

Rapporteur: . Sonia Johnny . ~ Saint lucia

34, Following the practice of previous sessions of the Committee,- the Bureau

of the Ministerial Meeting was composed of representatives from the "same countries

as’ the technical meeting, and was as follows:

Chairmen: ' Jean-Rcbert Estimé Haiti
Vice-Chairmen: ' Raul Taladrid Suarez - Cuba
Joel G. Toney ., Baint Vincent and

the Grenadines

Rapporteur: - : Donatus St. Aim€e _ Saint Lucia

350 The
1.
2.
3.
g
5.
6.
7
8.

9,
10.
11.

Adoption of the agenda

agenda adopted for the elghth session of the CDCC -was as follows:
Opening addpresses S Co SRR
Election of officers

Adoption of the agenda'aﬁ& organization of work

Implementation of the work programme since the seventh session

Draft programme of work for the biennium 1986-1987

- Action taken on CDCC resolutions adopted at. the sixth and seventh sesslone

ECLA resolutions with implications for the CDCC

Admission of British Virgin Islands gnd United States Vl“’ln Islands

as associate members of CDCC
cher matters
Site and date of ninth session of CDCC

Consideration and adoption of the report,



Opening of the Ministerial Level Meeting _

36. - Opening statements were made by the.outgoing Chairman of the CDCC,:

Hon. Basil Ince, Minister of External Affairs .of Trinidad and Tobago, His Excellenﬂy
Jean Robert Estimf, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Haiti (Chairman of ciCe

eighth session) and Lr, Enrlque Igle81as, the Ixecutive Secretary of the Economic

' .- R D

Commission for uatln America (ECLA).

37. The outgoing Chairman expressed gratitude to the Government oF Halti for
hosting the meeting and welcumed the incoming Chairman and other presgding officers

for CDCC eirhth ses31on.

38, He moted that the work of the CDCC assumed even greater significance in the
depressed international economic situation which was characterized by worsening
debt crises, continuing high interest rates and an increase in protectionlsm.

In this situation there was an attempt to institute IMF proposals in the region
but it was important that they should take into account the spczo-politlcal

realities and attewpt to devise innovative selutions te deal with them.

39, Reference was made to the Quito Declaiation and Plan of Action and note was
taken of the complementarity of the CDCC programme of co-speration to lt. Closer
economic co-operation and integration might be an answer to some of the region's

problems. -

4G.  He noted that there was SOme_progPQSSvmade regarding the implementation of
the CDCC work programme and informed .the Committee that Trinidad and Tobago had
been in constant contact with the Secretquat and the Executive Secretary in an

effort to solve the problems of the Subregional Headquarters_for the Caribbean.

41, In his acceptance statement the incoming Chairman of the CDCC, the Minister
of Forelgn Affairs of Haiti, welcomed the delegates and underlined the major
thrust of the Committee which aimed at establishing a system.of regional

co=operatioh.

42,  He referred to challenges originéting from the préSeﬁt'economicﬂcrisis and
to the insufficiency of the spill-~over effects éf‘the-reéﬁpérafion“obsérvéd in the
industrialized countries. The linister saw the solution to this situation in the
mobilization and optimization in the use of national resources, which in his view,

did not preclude the role of internationzl solidarity.



B coe e

43, He also stressed the need to undertake concrete measures to strengthen
cultural exchange and to progress 1n przorlty areas, 1n partlcular in agrlculture,
transport and energy. fie also sngpalled the need to develop Carlbbean and Latln

American co-operatiom.

44,  The Executiwve Secretary of ECLA expressed: thanks to. the Government.of the.
Republic of Haiti- for hosting the CDCC -&ighth session at a time that was crucial
both for the subregion and for all of Latin America.

45,  The world economic crisis, the worst:since the 1930s, characterized by the
destruction of economic activity with attepdant disastrous social consequences,
had brought with it a loss of confidence.in the fufure, and a realization of the
need to redirect the'effdrts.bfAregiohal ifstitutions.  The current economic
crisis was not simply a problem of debt, but rather a combination of both lonj-
term and shortuterm factors which were complex and needed imaginative solutioms.
The present hlgh interest rates, " fop example, needeéd to be significantly’ reduced.

The Executive Secretary 1dent1f1ed three tasks that needed to be addressed.
These concerned: : . .
i) The manner in which the region could deal with the debt crisis that had
been the result.of ill-conceived national policies-and injudicious
financial permissiveriess on the part of the-internmational banking system.
The burden of the cost of adjustment was nevertheless being placed on
the debtor countries.

ii) Structural charges including new initiatiwvessuch as guided market-policies,
the encouragement of collaboration between local entrepreneurs and
foreign investors, a more equitable distribution of wealth and. the:

. reduction of the high.cost of production for export.

iii) The need to establish new.approaches to lnternatlonal relatlons. He
expressed the view that there was a need for enllghtened 1nternat10nal
co-operation in order to soften the costs of adjustment to the CrlSlS

. and a realistic review of reglonal co-operatlon 1nclud1ng the eff1c1ent
i use of internal and regional markets.
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46, As regards the ECLA Office in Port of Spaln there had been progress in
obtalnlng addltlonal autonomy. Co-ordlnatlon between that OfflCE, the CARICOM

and @ECS Secretarlats, and the CDB had also been enhanced He stated that the
CDCC was the ideal forum for the identification of technical co—operatlon within
the Caribbean and between the Caribbean and Latin America. ECLA at all levels

was prepared to ‘assist in finding ways to soften the cost of structural adjustment,
to develop a strong regional role based on regional experience, and to strengthen

regional trade.

Adoption of the report and closing ceremony
47, The Committee considered and adopted its report on 12 June 1984,

48. At the closing ceremony the Director of the ECLA Subregional Headquarters
for the Caribbean, e¢xpressed his sincere thanks to the Government of Haiti and to
delegations for their: interest and the quality of their comments, = He expressed
the hope that matters.of concern raised by delegetions would be fully addressed

by the ninth session of CDCC, pessibly in May 1985,

49. He expressed thanks for the kind sentiments expressed to him pérsonally
and hoped that he would be able to-live up to them.

50, The Jamaican delegate,; speaking on behalf of visiting delegations,
noted the cordiality, efficiency and the spirit of co-operation and compromise whicl:
characterized the meeting. He asked that the thanks of delegations should be
conveyed to the President and First Lady for graciously receiving visiting heads
‘of delegations. He expressed satisfaction that the chairmanship of CDCC was being
assumed by the oldest independent country of the Caribbean at such a crucial time

in its history.

51, 1In his closing remefﬁe the Chairman indicated fhet his Government considered
it an honour to hold the meetlng in Portnau-Prlnce. He noted that Caribbean
co~operation was a reallty and that the factors which unlted Carlbbean countries
vere greater than those whlch d1v1ded them. He noted the consensus of the meeting
regardlng the economic crisis and the 1dent1f1catlon of progranme prlorltles.

He issued a cordial invitation to all Caribbean countries to the spec1al cultural
festival which Haiti proposed to hold in Port-au-Prince in 1885. He also offered

to convey the kind wishes of the meeting to the President.
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52, After the opening addresses the Committee agreed that Agenda item 8 should
be considered so as to permit the new associate members to parxticipate from the
beginning of the Ministerial Level Meeting.

Agenda Item 8 - Admission of the British Virgin Islands and

the United States Virgin Islands as associate
members of CDCC

53. The resolution dealing with the admission of the United States Virgin Islands
as an associate member of CDCC, which was sponsored by Saint Lucia and seconded by
the Republic of Haiti, was adopted by acclamation.

54,  The resolution dealing with the admission of the British Virgin Islands as
an associate member of the CDCC, which was sponsored by Saint Vincent and the

Grenadines and supported by Jamaica, was adopted by acclamation.

55, Both delegations were then seated, The text of these resolutions is included
in Part IV of this report.

56, In his statement the vepresentative of the Govermor of the United States
Virgin Islands showed how the activities of his government could be incorporated
into the functional areas of the CDCC work programe., Some of the areas outlined
included economic planning, water resources management, alternative forms of energy,
agricultural production and research, medical facilities and persomnel, and the

use of its container ports.

57, The Chief Minister of the British Virgin Islands pledged his country's
adherence to the principles and objectives of the CDCC and indicated that the
British Virgin Islands could actively participate in CDCC activities particularly
those relating to tourism and fishing.
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PART III
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

58. In opening the proceedings the Secretariat proposed that the papers 2/
relating to the implementation of the work programme should be considered together
with those dealing with the Draft Programme of Work for the biennium 1986-1987,
Agenda Items 4 and 5 - Implementation of the Work Programme since the
Seventh Session (E/CEPAL/CDCC/G.115 and Corr, 1.and Adds. 1 and

and 2) and Draft Programme of Work for the biennium
1986-1987 (E/CBPAL/CDCC/G 109 and COPP. 1 and 2)

5. In 1ntroduc1ng these ccmblned agenda items. the Secretariat drew the attention
of delegates to those activities which had been designated by governments as having
special priority. Attention was also drawn to those elements of the work programme
for which specific authority was reguired from governments, The Secretariat noted
that the proposed work programme for the perlod 1986-1987 had been prepared in
accordance w1th mandates prov1ded by governnents from the Constltuent Declaration
of the Commlttee, its prev;ous meetlngs, from other 1ntergovernmental meetlngs and
ad hoc groups. The documents were accordlngly commended to the meetlng for its

con51deratlon and approval.

A. Technical co~operation among Caribbean countries

Co-operation in information

60. The Secretariat informed the meeting that activities relative to the above
had continued in the field of training information pcréonnel and in prcviding'
bibliographic services and that fhis éssistancé would be'maictained. However
empha51s on activities durlng the forthcomlng period would prov1de linkage to the
work programme for 1986-1987.

61. It was noted that experts in evaluatlng CARISPLAN had concluded that the lack
of on-line access by governments to the CARISPLAN data base was a major constraint

relative to fa0111tat1ng dec1slon-mak1ng. It was proposed that the Secretarlat
should develop CARISPLAN as a computerlzed information network with telecommunlcatlon

links between the national fOLal poxnts and the documentatlon centre. It was also

2/ See the list of documents in annex II.



proposed that the Secretariat should make'ise of internationally compatible micro-
computer software to enable it to control CARISPLAN data processing and ensure

the diffusion of this capability through the région. Delegates were asked to
endorse these proposals so that they m;ght form the thrust of CARISPLAN act1v1t1es
for the period- 1985/1987 ' ' R '

62.-‘ It was noted that Phase II of the CARISPLAN prOJect whlch had been supportedr
by the IDRC was due to termlnate in October 1984 and that the support of

governments ‘would. greatlj asslst_xhe SecretarLat 1n 1ts efforts to moblllze extra-
budgetary’ fundlng“x' : TS T

63. The meeting was'infOrmed that“tﬁe preparatory phase of tlié UNDP funded project
to modernize and strengtheén ‘the Industrlal"Property'System'would'end'1n'June; A
forthcoming meetiny would ekamine® the *Eftudtion’ with regard to industrial property’
in the region -and thé potentidl fér regional co-operation, It'was'aiso:expedtéd'
that' the meeting ‘would prov1de guidance’ for a’future- programme of’ act1v1t1es.‘

Gl o “The Secretarlat stressed that Patent Documentatlon was a major source of .
technologlcal 1nformatlon. ‘The proposed Patent Informatlon and Documentatlon Unlt
of the Carlbbean Documentatlon Centre would phase 1ts act1v1t1es 1n two stages over
a 24-month perlod.' In the flrst Dhase a consultant would be prov1ded to evaluate a
the situation, train staff in the Documentation Centre in Patent Informatlon, procure
patent documentation and Bagie ‘¢duipmént for the Unit and:train potential users.

The second phase would focus on an expansion of the documentatlon and dlssemznatlon
serv1oes, and tralnlng. In order to support the prOjeet effectlvely the
Documentatlon Centre would need two addltlonal staff members to be flnanced from
extra-budgetary resources for 1985 and from the regular programme budget for
1986-1987.' The Secretarlat acknowledged the a531stance of WIPO 1n these matters. )

hrs

5. The Secretarlat 1nformed the meetlng that the Workshop on Carabbeam Energy
Information Systems had recommended that the Commlttee ~approve 1n pr1nc1ple the
establishment of a Carlbbean Energy Informatlon System w1th1n the framework of the
Carlbbean Infcrmataon System, wath (Lo enﬂ the Cnrlb‘s:n Documentatlon Centre as_

focal po;nts. One delegatlon proposed that CDCC should eonordlnate w1th OLADE
‘when establlshlng the Energy Informatlon System since that organlzatlon 13 1nvolved
in colleetlon and exchange of energy related data with governments.“



_15,—

66, ConsnltatiOn between the Secretariat and the IDRC nad indicated a readinees:
by IDRC to provide funding to the UWI library to expand its service to the re;gion
as the Co~ordinating Centre for Agricultural Information. In the agrionlture sedtor
1inks should also be established with the FAO's office of ‘Port of Spain. -#Accéss
to these institutions would reduce the burden of governments to provide information.
It was also proposed that the Centre should circulate its -documents to a wider

range of governmental institutions rather than the sole national focal point as is
‘the,current practice, | N

Seience .and technology

67. = The Secretariat presented the report on the activities relating’to the
Caribbean Council for Scierice and Technology (CCST). -The opinion was exprégised
that ‘science and technology should be perceived as an integral elemeént of -develop-
ment planning, and.that an important role of CEST was that 6f &sgisting in the
formulation of sciemce and techrology policy. It also noted the CARICOM 1n1tlat1ve
to convene a meetlng of CARICOM Ministers respon31b1e for sclence)and technology.
anh Caribbean country, regardless of 1ts 81ze, and resource base stood to beneflt

from the optlmmm appllcatlon of sclenoe and technology.

68, The results of the CARICOM/CCST 1n1t1at1ve would, be presented to the second
meetlng of CARICOM Hlnlsters respon31ble for sclence‘and technology, as. well :as
to the fourth QCST_plenaryrse331on. _ L S SR L

69, - The CCS8T, with the assistance of the CARICOM Secretariat and Cuba, had -
plannéd a workshop on the. Pharmaceutical Sector in' the Caribbean, to be held in-
Cuba from 29 October to 1 November 1984, to be. followed By the first meéting of
the CCST Technical Committee on Health Nutrition and Pharmaceuticals. ™’ --

70.-. ~The CCST had also agreed to hostr in:late 1984 or early 1985, asubregional
meeting .with the support of UNESCO 4o draft co-ordinated policy foriCASTALAC IT
which-will be held in Brazil in ‘Aprdl 1985, to which all CDCC countries.will -be

anlted. .. ‘, e R H ”.4. “r (_‘:-.‘ -~ ‘,r S . : N :. - = ’j;’

71, In 1ts programme to promote the preparatlon and exchange of aud10—v15ua1
materlal for eduoatlon in science and technology, two £ilms on science and
teohnology had been completed and’ were belng distributed. A third Film on agro-
1ndustry was being prepared A survey was belng undertaken to 1dent1fy audlo-V1sual
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science and technology material prepared by CCST member countries, so that there

could be greater 1nterchange of such material.

72. The Secretariat informed the meeting that Antigua and Barbuda and the
Dominican Republic had indicated their willingness to become members of CCST. The
Barbados delegation also indicated the active consideration of that country to

becoming a member of CCST,

73.  The Secretariat corrected a statement in document E/CEPAL/CLCC/G.115 which’
stated that the fourth Plenary session of CCST would be held in Cuba. Time-tabling

difficulties had forced the Cuban govermment to decline the hosting of that meeting.

74.  The Committee expressed satisfaction-on the work carried out by the CCST and
urged the Secretaridt to continue its efforts to complete the programme of work.
The Committee also welcomed the announdements made. of new members joining -CCST

which reflect a strengthening of co-operation in the Caribbean area.

Co-ordlnatlon in plannlng

75.;‘ The Secretarlat presented the report on the work programme on plannlng. The
meetlng was 1nformed of the shlft 1n orlentatlon and the introduction of new areas
of focus that emanated from the Thlrd Meetlng of Carlbbean Heads of Planning, whlch
was held in Port of Spaln, Trlnldad from 28 Aprll to 2 May 1983. Because of the
flex:lblll'ty relat:we to the" perlod of J.mplementat:.on of the work progranme many ‘
of the proposals could be incorporated into the progranme for the next blennlum. -
New mandates tad alsoc been received. from the Third Meeting of Caribbean Heads of
Planning to begin activities on tourism planning and in the public sector. Work
in the future would proceed towards making one or both.of these -subjects the. -

bases of discussion at the Fourth Meeting of Planners scheduled for late 1985,

76. .The representdtive of ILPES referred to the activities of that organization-
in the Caribbean,:.: He: indicated: that the New Institutional .Project of ILPES which
had been approved by the Members .and Heads of Planning of Latid America and the

Caribbean in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in May 1983, and supported by the twentieth

SESulGH of ECLA would permit the expan51on of the activities of ILPES in the
Caribbean. Reference was made to the collaboration of ILPES wlth the plannlng

activities of the CDCC and of the act1v1tles in progress and those planned for the

Carlbbean in the programmes of adv1sor“ services, research training and horlzontal
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co~cperation. It. was announced that a post -had been assigned to carry out

activities in close collaboration with the ECLA Subregional Headquarters for the -
Caribbean.

77. Reference was made to the contributions received or committed by the . -
governments °f.th%¢??5%°3"t° the new Institutional Project of, ILPES and particular
mention was made of Cuba s contribution. The ILPES representatlve 1ndlcated that
all the contrlbutlons received from the Carlbbean governments would be channelled
tgwards‘the_strengthenlngrqf_plannlng in the area,

78, Delegations underlined the need to improve significantly the communication
between the Caribbean countries and ILPES at the programme formulation stage in
order to ensure a meaningful contribntion on the pert of the Caribnean-eountriee.
They emphasized the need for ILPES to give priority to the training Of young
Caribbean professxonals.

79, One delegatlon mentloned the 1mportant contribution of ILPES 1n ‘the

etrengthenlng of plannlng in his country, partlcularly in tralnlng.

80, . The Committee expressed the v;ew that 1t ‘would be useful for the Fourth
Meeting of Caribbean Planners to be convened before the Fifth Conference of
Ministers and Heads of Planning in Latin Amerlca and the Carlbbean which would be
held in Mexlco 1n Aprll 1985.

81, . Emphasze was placed on the need to increase the act1v1t1es of ILPES in the
Caribbean in.close collaboration with the countrles of the areds

82, = The meeting agreéd that the ILPES document outlining its proposed work
programme for the”Caribbean should be eirculated in order:that it might be. ..
cabefully considérved by CDCC- countries so as to permit them to comment on its .

velevance and acceptability.

Statist ical data”bank:.

83, The Secretarlat 1nformed the meetlng that the mlcro-computer had been
acqnlred for the purpose of storlng and retr1ev1ng 1nformatlon and that expertlse
. was belng developed 1n ltS use. The faczlxty offered by the Data Bank continued |
L"to be utlllzed, and many requeste for data had been satlsfled. At the present

monent data entry, ver1f1catlon ‘and updatlng were in progrese, and a publlcatlon



- 18 -

containing major statistical indicators was being designed.  The. document should be

ready for publication by the end of 1984,

84, In addition to storage and retrieval of information the Secretariat had begun
to generate text through the word processing capability of the. computer.

85, The future work programme of the Statistical Data Bank would consist of an
updatiﬁg and refining of the present series, as well as an ampiifieétion of series
to meet user needs. More work in the area of statistical analysis would be doney
Elements of the meta-data system would be updated and disseminated, and closer linkes

with users.would be forged. -

86, * The Secretariat would continue its programme of assistance to CDCC countries

in deﬁeloping‘national statistical information systems.

Removal of language barriers

87. The Secretariat advised that the question of holding national workshops on
this subjecf had been addressed by the Minisfef of Education of the Netherlends
Antilles at the'suﬁfegional workshop held in Cureeao, QS'August to 9 Seﬁtember 1983.
It was there agreed fhat follow-up national workshbps should also be held and the
Mlnlster had communlcated to his colleagues in other COCC countries, the suppért

of his country to assist in convening these nat ional workshops.:

88. The view was expressed by the delegatlon of the Netherlandslenéillee fﬁaf'
the follow—up national’ workshops and their activitiés should be advanced through -
the efforts of an interim co-ordinatlng commlttee. ' The ‘hope was expressed ‘that
the meeting would endorse the establishment. of ‘the Interim Co-ordinating Committee
to pursue.the:implementation of the project: Support.for the proposal for the
training of translators and interpreters as an activity of thejCaribbean Language

Institute was registered.

89, The delegation of the Netherlands Antilles reported that its Government had
sought financial support from the regiocnal part1c1patlon programme of UNBSCO
together with some CDCC member countries in order to carry out the follow-up
national workshops. This deeewatlon a1301nd1catedthat flnanelal support fbr the
elaboration of the feasibility study on the Caribbean Language Inetltute (CLI) coulc
be obtained from the EEC, prov1d1ng that another cnce member country is willing to
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co-sign this request. - The Delegation reitérated the commitment of its Government
to this project 'and its candiddcy to-be the sité of the CLI, as well as its '
interest to be involved actively.in.the elaboration of the feasibility study on.
the CLI.

80. . .The Committee expressed its appreciation for the hosting by the .Netherlands
Antilles of the regional workshop, It was hoped that the.CDCC governments would

register support for the successful pursuit .of the programme,

91, It was agréed that it was neécessary to remove language barriérs in order to
facilitate thé:work ©f regional organizations, The removal of languige barriers
was, however, a long~tefm project. - Support was expressed for the holding of -
courses for interpreters and translators, and the examination of the teaching of
languages in -schools, .It was also suggested that the training of translators and
interpreters had not progressed far enough and that not enough use had to date
been made ofacapabilitiee,and professionals in the region. -

Council for Social and. Economlc Development {COSED)

92, The Secretarlat 1nformed the meetlng that no progress could be reported on
this sector since comments had not been recelved from governments on the draft
statutes. It proposed to seek funds to convene e meetzng to 1nclude member.

governments, experts 1nv1ted in thelr personal capac1ty and obeervers.

93. The meetlng proposed that the Seeretarlat be entrusted to contlnue consuln‘,
tations and 1nd1cated that an endorsement of the actlons proposed by the Secretarlat
could have implications of a legal nature that mlght be beyond the authorlty of
delegates at this time., It ‘was hoped that consultations could lead toa meetlng'

of government officidls to diseﬁee:the'etatttes-and other procedural matters. -

,B. Agrlcultural sector _

oy, The Secretar;at outlined the progress made in this.sector since the, seventh

session and the linkage that it had with the proposed 1986-1S987 work .programme,.

It was noted that a workshop on agricultural research-policy and management in the
Carlbbean had been held as part of the work programme of the CCST. Reference was

also made to ‘the proposed act1v1t1es for the. biennium (1984—1985) The Conmittee“
endorsed the work programme 1n egr;cultume and reafflrmed the prlorlty placed on :



- 20 -

this sectopr, It urged that efforts should be made to Aincrease .the resources .

avallable to the Secretarlat for the executlon of the work programme in agriculture,

95, The Secretariat sought endorsement of the proposal for establishing a

Caribbean Agricultural Research Network.

96. Several delegations expressed concern at the multiplicity of agricultural
research organizations and suggested that there was a need for close co-operation
and co-ordination among them in order to cbviate.the danger of competition among
institutions for scarce resources. The Secretariat responded that the networking
system proposed would promote technical co-operatlon hetween. 1nst1tutlons and so
reduce. the chances of unnecessary duplication of effort. ‘Moreever, it would not

entail the creatlon of any new 1nst1tut10ns.

97. It was -also suggested that means should be sought to increase the use of
domestic production capabilities within the region. Disappointment was expressed
that sufficient progress had not been made in the fisheries sector. It was also
observed that post harvest losses were high and means to reduce them should be
studied; that there was insufficient study'of-the roie'ef hoﬁezeeoaomice in
utilizing Caribbean agricultural production; and there needed to beua‘multisectofal
approach in resolving these probiems. The Committee expressed the need to increase
co~operation in this area and for the Secretarlat to glve a551stance to countrles'

which requested it.

98, Delegatlons expressed the view that co-operatlon must be enhanced but no new

‘1nst1tut10ns or bureaucrac1es should be created

99. It was noted that agrlcultural development was closely llnked to the needs

of Carlbbean countrles and that Cuba had co-operated in several act1v1t1es with
other Carlbbean states in fisheries and in collaboration with the Dominican Republic
through FAO to eradicate swine fever. . Haiti and the Dominican Republic have also
co-operated in the eradication of swine fever and the intensification of this
programme is desirable for the future. -The subregion should: seek support from FAQ

and other agricultural-related institutions to this effect. - -

100, Bxlstlng fznanc1al constralnts show the need to enhance ‘technical co-operatlon
among CDCC countrles. It was proposed that a strategy which m;ght assist the

Secretarlat to advance the work programme would be to 1dent1fy member countrles
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which could assist in the removal of problem areas. .It was emphasized that this
type of co-operation -activity should lead to. a turning point in the role that the
CDCC Secretariat could play in promoting technipal co-operation along the lines
mandated under resolution 12 (VII). |

.Cs  Social sector, education and culture

101. The Secretariat outlined the activities undértaken since the seventh session
and UNESCO‘é'invoivementandcontribution-to specific aspects of the programme .
dealing with social issues, education and éultures "-The Committee expressed dts: :
appreciation for UNESCO's support in this avea. i © 6l

102. The Committee took note of the eiaboratioﬁwa‘ﬁgﬁbgraphs on Dominica and
St. Lucia as well as efforts to implement the project on creole discourse and social
development, -

103, The Secretariat also indicated that am approach 'had been made to CIDA for-
funding the establishment of a graduate school of Applied Social Anthropelogy in
the Caribbean.

104, There were general support for the creation of an "enterprise for thé:
production and distribution of printed and audio-visual material'™. The Seéretariat
indicated that, subject to information from UNESCO Headquarters and consultations
with CDCC member governments, an intergovernmental meeting will be convened from

12 to-15 November -1984. Member govermments were requested to designata.rgpres?nT_
tatives with the necessary authority to take decisions on xheﬁconstitntiogégg the
enterprise. - Caribbean intergovermmental organizations,ﬁould,be invited to this

meeting as observers.,

105. Several delegations expressed interest in.seeing an imaginative proposal
dealing with the development of youth as there was considerable concern. with
problems .such as unemployment and-drug abuse among;the young. Concern was.
expressed that the survey prepared for the International Youth Year was confined
to the English-speaking Caribbean and hope was expressed that this work could be
expaﬁded éo_gncqmpas$_all ¢nece cpuntriés, The éééfeéariat‘explained that fhis :
studysﬁad been limited in séqpe ﬁy;rgéoufqéféonstﬁziﬁis, o

o
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106, - The Haitian delegate expressed strong interest in the field of audio-visual
materials the use of which was indisputable in increasing literacy. On.youth
development an offer was made for student exchanges in medicine, economics and

agriculture,

107, The Committee expressed its support for the programme for the preservation
and retrieval of common cultural heritage and suggested that cultural animation
activities be undertaken. The Haitian delegation indicated that its country.waé— -
prepared to collaborate with other Caribbean countries in_develo?ing a programme‘“f
for an exchange in activities in art and fblklore. Thé Secretariaf was ascked tS -

note thESe comments and to seek resources to implement the act1v1t1es suggested.

Women in develogment

108, 1In presenting the work programme for the sector Women in Development, the

Secretariat suggested the following activities for future action:

a) Women in development planning -
b) Women in trade
¢) Women and export processing . industrialization
d) Teenage ‘pregnancy
- e) Violence against..youen
- £) Silenf activities.
1038, 'The Secretariat noted that the United Nations Voluntary Fund had already
allocated someé funding ‘to assist in initiating this programme. - It also expressed:
gratitude for the useful and constructive cemments received so far from some

countries through their woments buredus.

116, Co-ordindtion and support activities also formed an important part of the
work programme which provided a linkage with the United Nations organizations.
Those activities had been facilitated through attendance at United Nations meetings

and conferences.

111, The Secretarlat proposed +hat the CDCC delegateq meet one day prior to the

Reglonal ECLA Meetlng preparatory to the WorLd Conference. The Reglonal.Meetlng
is scheduled to be held in Cuba from 19-22 November 1984, ' )
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112, The Committee expressed satisfaction that the post of Social Affairs Officer
(Women.in_Development) had been filled and sought from the Secretariat assyrance.
of continuity in the future. . The'meeting expressed its concern that it had been
found necessary to encumber an existing post. The Secretarlat 1nd1cated that a
new post would be requested For the blennlum 1985-1987 ' "

113. The Committee urged that countrles should indicate prlorlty areas in view
of llmlted flnanclal resources. Tt nevertheless placed empha51s on projects
relat:.ng to Women 1n Development Plannlng. Ass:.stance in the preparatlon and

promotlon of 1ncome-generat1ng act1v1t1es was also cons;dered as’ a prlorlty
subject, ‘

i1u.‘ Consensus was expressed on the dates (19- 22 November 1984) for the Reglonal
Intergovernmental Meetlng 1n preparatlon for the World Conference to Rev1ew and
Appralse the Achlevements of the Unlted Natlons Decade for Fomen. It was also
agreed that one day prlor to the meetlng in Cuba, delegatlons from the CDCC member

countries would meet to seek’ agreement on- issues to be raised at the meeting. :

115, Great 1mportance was glven to the support of act1v1t1es carrled out at

national 1evel and to the need to enhance co-operatlon in thls respect.

116, In dlscusslons related to the problem of teenage pregnancy, it was noted
that the exchange of experiences among CDCC member countries could assist-in

developing adequate projects-and programmes,

'D; TranSport and communlcatlons

117. In 1ntrodu01ng thls 1tem the Secretarlat reported on the act1v1t1es carrled
out SJnce the seventh sessxon. Partlcular reference was made to the fact that thc
recently completed work on the Carlbbean Draft Marltlme Search and Rescue Plan was

P

the first produced in the developlng world.

118, An up-to-date report was glven on the Carlbbean Alrports Malntenance and
0peratlons Study (CAMOS). The Secretarlat eontlnued to functlon as the focal
peint for transport activities under the Carlbbean Group for Co-operatlon m 7
Economic Development (QGCED), and the implementation of CAMOS was expected to

have a duvation of five years. - An ICAO'executed UNDP-financed project-was beiag'.
formulatedszr'technical‘aSSistaneeJtraining in ¢ivil aviation and the Secretariat

was expected to serve as the regional co-operating agency.
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119, The concept of a Floatlng factory operatlon was explalned, and it was noted
that technlcal assistance had been provided to the Bahamas and Haiti on urban

transport and the establlshment of ship-breaking enterprlses respectively. -

120, No progress had been made on the establlshment of the Carlbbean Postal Union

nor on the proPOSed 301nt CDCC/ITU Programme in Telecommunlcatlon.

121, Member states were asked to accede to the IMO Convention on Marltume Search
and Rescue; to. con51der the 1mmed1ate establishment of the Carlbbean Postal Union,
to support the study of floating factories, and to 1nd1cate 1nterest 1n pursulng

the evaluation of transshipment opportunities.

122, The Commlttee reafflrmed its support for this prlorlty programme and stressed
the 1mportance of transportatlon for the economic development of the subregion.
Interest was expressed for the concept of a Caribbean maritime trafflc model,

The Secretariat agreed to c1rculate this proposal for comments by governmente.

123, The Jamaican delegation stated that while Jamaica was still in favour of the
Caribbean Postal Union, regretfully, it had to withdraw its offer to provide the
host country facilities. The observer from UPU stressed the 1mportanoe of the
Caribbean Postal Union as a mechanlsm for prOV1d1ng much needed technical
assistance to Caribbean postal administrations and suggested that the Committee
endorse the continuation of UNDP Technical Co-operatioh projects RLA/75/051
entitled "Organization and Development of Postal Services in the English-speaking
Countries of the Caribbean" and RLA/77/011 entitled "Improvement, Development and
Integration of Postal Services in Latin Amerioa"" The Secretariat noted the
Jdmalcan statement and undertook to hold further dlSCUSSlODS w1th the CARICOM
Secretarlat and potentlal host governments in order to initiate act1v1t4es on the

CPU as soon as p0551ble.

124, The ITU observer indicated that the Govermment of Italy was prepared to
ftnance a fea51b111ty study of a Caribbean satelllte communlcatlons svstem. The
Committee agreed thet the details of the project should be c1roulated to _"

governments for their comments.,

125, Several delegations requested the Secretariat to provide assistance in urban
transport planning. It was pointed out that this requirement had been foreseen an«
it was proposed that a working group of transport planners should study this - /

J
problem during 1985, /
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Internatlonal trade and flnance

126. The Secretariat ‘in its presentatlon reported on the progress of act1V1t1es
which related tot

The Ad Hoe Exoert Group Neetlng on Trade Procedures,

The draft project on trade fa0111tatlon, spec1f1cally on the ratlonallvat10f

of trade procedures 1nclud1ng trade documentatlon9

Trade Information System,

Inventory of Exportable Goodsy

Compilation of Trade Statistics.

127. The Committee supported the Tecommendations of the Ad Hoc Expert éroup'oh
Trade Procedures which was held in Havana, Cuba from 24-27 October 1983 on the
publication of the Caribbean Trade Procedures Guldes and a programme of action on
trade facilitation in the Caribbean. - - '

128, Planned activities for the period up to the end of the 1986 1987 blennlum
1nclude followeup to the 1982-1983 work programme relevant to 1nformatlon networks
product profiles, market studies, trade promotxon mechanlsms ‘and to studies on
tariff gtructures, extermal trade of CDCC_countr;es, and payment mechanlsns for
intra~-Caribbean trade. S I ‘

129. The Commlttee expressed its approval for the work accompllshed in .
International Trade and Finance and empha31zed that the work programme should have
a high priority in the regular budget of the Secretariat and should not be largely
dependent on extra-budgetary resources. It was requested that Secretariat, persomne:
should be.clearly identified to carry out activities in this.vital area.in the
19841985 work programmes as well as for the next biemnium. The desirability of
establishing links between the. Programme of Work on Transport and Communication

and that of Trade was pointed out.

130, It was also agreed that duplication of work should be avoided and -efforts
should be made to execute the work programme in collaboration with institutions

in the region involved in the areas of commodity profiles and market studies.
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F. Energv and natural resources

[

131, The Secretariat intrbduced thls component of the work programme pointing out
that only limited activities had been undertakeﬁ during the period, The acfivities
to be pursued in the next biennium were outlined and approved. The meeting observed
the need for greater co-ordination between the CDCC Secretariat and OLADE.-

Other activities of the ECLA Subregional
Headquarters for the Caribbean

Economic survey

132, The programme of work related to the economic gurvey was outlined and
identified as being a regular annual ECLA exercise. The number of countrles for
which notes had to be prepared had increased to fifteen thus making greater demand

on the llmltEd resources of the folce.

133. The Secretariat had agreed in principle to reduce the burden on national‘
information agencies-by agreeing on a set of pro forma tables, dividing the request
for data'ig broad areas, and pooling and sharing the information.gathered; The

- Secretariat noted that there were practical problems of scheduling activities in
order to satisfy the deadlines of the various regional and international

organizations involved in data gathering exercises.

134, The Secretariat had recently participated in a joint mission with the ECLA

Mexico subregional headquarters in conducting a survey of the Dominican Republic.

Demographic ahaiysis

135, The Secretariat reported on activities in this area and referred to four main
sectors of the work being carried out in demographic analysis. In addition to the
activities outlined. in the implementation document, draft reports on the 1980
census of St, Lucia, St. Christopher/Nevis, Hontserrat and the British Virgin
Islands had been completed. Draft reports for St, Vincent and the Grenadines,
Grenada, the Turks and Caicos Islands, Belize and Guyana were in the process of

being completed,

136, A study of the relationships between fertility patterns in St, Lucia and
Dominica was being conducted by a sociclogist/demograpber assigned for six months

to the Port of Spain Office under the auspices of CELADE.
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137. Data collected at the intensive training course 27 June -5 August 1983, Port
of Spain, Trinidad had been lodged in the data bases of CELADE, the Institute for

Social and Economic Research in Trinidad and the CDCC Statistical bata Bank.

138, The UNFPA representative noted that limited attentioﬁ was beinéhgiven to
population activities in the CDCC work programme. He outlined the involvement of
UNFPA in the activities of CELADE being undertaken in CDCC member states and
mentioned the UNFPA decision to allocate USS 100 000 for a project in the Caribbean.

139. The CARICOM Secretariat presented the report of the CARICOM Population
Awareness Conference, . The Committee agreed that this report will be presented to
the seventeenth session of the Committee of the Whole of ECLA, on 28 June 1984,
and will.be subsequently transmitted to the Intermational Conference on Population

in Mexico.

140, The need to develop mechanisms for the equitable allocation to- the Caribbean
of the funds which UNFPA provided to CELADE was registered., It was proposed that
CELADE should implement a programme of work for the Caribbean subregion on a

continuing basis.

141, The meeting eﬁphasizéd_thg need for incféased support f?om.CELADE for
population activities in the'Céribbeén and éxpreséed apﬁreciation to UNEPA fbr
the senéitivity to Caribbéén needé and its fapid response in allocating reéources,
following the twentieth session of BCLA and the Population Awareness Conference In
St. Lucia, | ' .

142, The Haitian delegation requested technical assistance to study different
aspects of migration, notably the status of emigrants and their social economic

environment. -

Caribbean/Latin American relations

143, The Secretariat reported that since the seventh session a draft programme of
work on Caribbean/Latin American Co-operation had been completed which was noted

with satisfaction by the twentieth sesSion‘of ECLA.
i4y, The Committee asked the CDCC Secretariat tplprgpare, in gonsulfation with
CDCC member countries and the Caribbean'intebfgovernmgntal_institutionslpesponsible

for promoting co-operation and integration, spécificlprojeéfs in those areas which
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offer concrete possibilities for co-operation between the Caribbean countries and
the ‘rgst-of the Latin American region. Specific referencde was made to trade,
tourism, transport, science and technology and education and culture and other
services., JThemSecretariat was also asked to present these project proposals to

the tenth session of the CDCC,

145, It was further proposed that tourism projects should be: elaborated with the
assistance of SELA and the CTRC, - & e

ECLA support to OECS countries

146, The Secretarlat reported on actlon taken to 1mplement the resolutlon adopted
at the s;xth ‘session for increased support by ECLA to the OECS. Empha51s was

placed ‘on’ progress made since the seventh session. |

147, The meeting expressed appreciation for the support being giVen to the OECS
countries and requested that the Secretariat take the necessary actlon to 1ncrease

the present level of support.'

Endorsement of the 1986 1987 work programme

148, The Commlttee endorsed the 1986-1987 wnrk programme as outllned in document
E/CEPAL/CDCC/G 109 and Corr. 1 and 2 takmng 1nto account the modlficatlons . "n.o;
1ntroduced and the prlOFltleS establlshed durlng the course of the present session.

. Agenda Items 6 and 7 - Actlon taken on GDCC resolutions adopted at-

the sixth and seventh sessions and ECLA resclutions
with implications for the CDCC

149, The Secretariat introduced these items referring to documents E/CEPAL/CDCC/
G,116 and E/CEPAL/CDCC/G 117, Each of the CDCC resolutiohs was summarlzed in

turn and actions reported on, namely resolutions 9 (VI); 10 (VI}; 11 (VI); 12 (VID);
and 13 (VII), Each of the ECLA resolutions with implications for CDCC was dealt

wlth in a 31mllar manner.

150 The representatlve of the United Nations Headquarters Budget Division then
gave a brief introduction to budgetary procedures with reference to the 1986/1987
budget from its formulatlon through to General Assemb) ly approval. He stated that
there was a polloy of max1mum restralnt which neceSSLtated the poollng of resources,

the ellm1nat1on of marglnal and obsolete programmes, and greater efflclency and
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effectiveness in programme implementation. In response to a query concerning the
relative position of ECLA vis & vis other'fegional economic cﬁmmissioné; it was
noted that the United Nations system as a whole was facing a polity of maximum
budgetary restraint. Nevertheless this did not imply that specific programme
activities might not have an increase in real resources. This policy was not a
decision of the United Nations Secretariat but of the General Assenmbly acting on
the advice of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
(ACABQ).

151, Several delegations expressed concem over the long time frame required for

the United Nations system to be able to staff professional positioms,

152, It was generally agreed that as a matter of principle, regular budget posts
should not remain vacant, and their use for temporary assigmments should be
minimized. As the subregion had a number of unrepresented or underrepresented

countries, staffing action should be completed more expeditiously.

153, The Committee indicated that it was particularly difficult'to understand why
the staffing action for the post of the Head of the Documentation Centre had not -
been completed, bearing in mind the satisfactory performance of the responsible
staff officer in setting up and running the Centre and the priority given to that
activity by the Committee.

154, It was explained that recruitment of a professional staff member took about
nine months to complete and if programme managers did not utilize the resocurces by
making temporary appointments, those resources would be lost. It was anticipated
that staffing action for the post of Head of the Documentation Centre would be
concluded shortly. | | ' |

155, The Cuban delegation expressed concern that with. reference to resolution 12
(VII), the Secretariat had only received replies from four govermments and received
the required“informatidn’from only two, Attention was drawn to an:éifor in
document E/CEPAL/CDCC/G.116, which stated that Cuba had offered to co-ordinate .’
these technical co-Speération activities. Responsibility for this co-ordination
rested with the Secretariat which should accord it a high priority. It was felt
that this resolution was the cornerstone of CDCC activities and the delegation

stressed the importance of assisting the Secretariat in carrying out its mandate.
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156, The Guyana delegation expressed concern about the work .of the Monitoring
Committee mentloned in resolution 13 (VII) which had falled to live up to
expectations, While the difficulties were understood, 1t was suggested that this
work cou;d“betteribetcaprled out by the Permanent Representatives of CDCC member
countries to the United Nations in New York and regular contact between them.énd

the CDCC Secretariat yﬁs_to be encouraged. It wés suggested that-an initial meeting
might be held in September i984 with quarterly meetings thereafter. -

157, The Committee took note of the seﬁen ECLA resolutions with implications for
CDCC contained in dogument_E/CEPAL/CDCC/G.iI?; The Committee noted that the
recommendation to change the name of the Commission was to be submitted to the
Economic and Soc1al Counc1l (ECOSOC) and that the British Vlrgln Islands and the
United States Vlrg;n Islands had been admitted as assoc1ate members of ECLA._

158, The Commlttee further noted that resolutlons deallng with Carlbbean/Latln
American relations and the ILPES work programme had been discussed substantively

at the approprlate part of the work programme .,

159., The remaining resolutlons related to the CDCC work programme. It was noted
‘that this would be the main item for the forthcoming meeting of the Committee of
the Whole of ECLA to be held in New York on 28 June 198k,

Agenda Item 9 - Other matters

160. A number of délegations made general remarks on the state of the international
economic situation and its impact upon CDCC counthies and adopted resolution 17 (VIII;
(VIII) included in Part 1V, | = o
161. A resolution on poﬁﬁiétioh and develbpﬁent époﬁ ored by‘St.'Lucia, St. Vihéeﬂt
and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago was approved unanlmously by ‘the meetlng.

The tekt of the resoliition’ appears in Part IV, - %

_gpnda Item 10 - Slte and aate of the nlnth sess1on of CDCC '

162, The Committee: agreed o ‘hold its nlnth session durlng the second half of
May 1985 and requested the Secretariat, together with the.Cheirpan to undertake

appropriate consultdtion to determine the venue,
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PART IV

RESOLUTIONS ADCPTED BY THE COHMITTEE AT ITS
EIGHTH SESSION

14(VIII) ADMISSION OF THE UNITED STATES”VIRGIN'ISLANDS AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER
OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE

The Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee

Considering the desirability that the ecomomic and cultural relations among
all peoples in the Caribbean area should be strengthened,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 566(VI), 647(VII), 744(VIII), and
1539(XV) which recommended the direct participation of non-self-governing
territories in the work of the United Nations and the increase of their

participation in the work of its  technical organs and regional commissions and
committees,

Bearing in mind resolutions 38/48 of the General Assembly which noted with
satisfaction the recommendation of the Virgin Islands Status Commission that the
Territory apply for associate membership in the CDCC,

Calling upon the Administrative Power, taking into account the ffeely

expressed wishes of the people of the United States Virgin Islands, to.take all

necessary steps to expedite the process of decolonization in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaratioam,

as well as all other relevant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly,

Noting that by letter of & April 1884, the Government of the United States
Virgin Islands requested that the CDCC consider the application of the Territory
for associate mewbership,

1. Welcomes the aforementloned appllcatlon of the Government of

the United States Virgin Islands and

2. Decides to admit the United States Vlrgin Islands as an associate
member of CDCC, and welcomes its participation in the work of the
Committee.
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15(VIII) ADMISSION OF THE BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS AS AN ASSOCIATE MEMBER QF THE
CARIBEBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND CO—OPERATION COhNITTEE

The Carlbbean Development and Co»operatlon Commlttee

Con51der1n5 the desxrablllty that the econdmic and cultural relatlons ameng -
all peoples in the Caribbean area should be strengthened,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 566(VI), 647(VII), 7u4#{VIII) and
1539(XV)'whieh.reeommeﬁ@ed.the direct participation of non-self-governing
territories in the work of the United Nations and the increase of their participation

in the work of 1ts technlcal organs and reglonal comm1831ons and comm;ttees,

Calllng uporn’ the:aumlnlsterlng power,. 1n consultation with the; freely elected
authorities of the territorial government,. to  take.all necessary steps to ensure
the full and speedy attainment of the objectives of decolonization set out in
the Charter and the Declaration and ali other relevant resolutions of the.

United Vatlons, and

etlng that by letter of 8 Aprll 1984 the Government of “the Brltlsh Vlrgln
Islands requested that the CDCC consider the application of the terrltory for.

ausoclate membershlp,

A Welcomes the aforementloned appllcatlon of the Government of

‘the British Vlrgln Islands, and
. ,.,.,.r L. i H ot
2. Decides to adm;t the Brltlsh Virgin Islands as an associate member of .
© ¢DeC and welcomes its part1C1patlon in the work of the Commlttee.

16(VIII) POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT

T

The Caribbean Development and Co-operaticon Committee

Bearing in mind the niene'Exﬁfeeeedjin this eighth_Cﬁﬁtfeeseiop:concerning

the insufficient attention being paid to theﬁdeve;opment‘of_pepulation projects in

the vegion, g i ..;_h.“ ..‘_ - .... , ,
Mindful also-of the fact that the demand and need for population assistance

far exceeds the resources available to CDCC member countries thus placing those

countries at a disadvantage in the formulation and implementation of their populatio:

and development projects,
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calling that at the sessional committee on population during the twentieth
session of ECLA in Lima, Peru, Caribbean country aelegatlons obtanned recognition
for their special needs in development a351stance, espe01ally regardlng the
redefinition of UNFPA's priority system, in order to ensure a more equltable

flow of resources to the region,

i. Recommends that the Caribbean‘countries,‘although being an'integral and
harmonious component of the ECLA System, should be considered as a special
subregional unit, within the Latin American and Caribbean region for programming
purposes and as. such should receive special attention from CELADE in accordance
with its needs and deserves a larger and more equitable proportion of available
resources provided by UNFPA and other funding agencies,

Eggresses its appreéiation for the timeiy and efFicient:manner in which
UNFPA has made resourses available for an ad hoc alIOCatlon of US$ 100 000, over

and above the established financial ceilings, to permlt the 1mplementatlon of a

training seminar on population and development during 1984,

3. Requests the Executive Director of UNFPA to make available additional N
resources to the CDCC Secretariat for population activities in view of the needs’
of the CDCC countries. ‘

17(VIII) IMPACT OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS ON CDCC MEMBER COUNTRIES

The Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee

Desirous of etrengthening the unity and co-operation between the member
countries on the basis of the principles of equality, sovereignty and independence
to promote joint actions in the areas of trade, agrlculture, energy, transport,

industry and technology,

Aware of the'need to develop and strengthen cultural ties between member

countries and to promote new initiatives to enrich the common cultural heritage,
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. Bearing in mind the Quito Declaration: both in its principles and in .relation

to the need:-for. increased co-operation between countries in the region to face
international ‘economic: crisis .and to make: optimdl use of the resources of the
region to achieve collective self«sufficiency, B '

1. Expresses the deep concern of its governments for the serious consequences,
purtlcularly 1n the 3001a1 area of the economic crlSlS affecting the reglon and the
negative effect on the process of socloeconomlc development of 1ts respectlve

countries;

2, -Emphasizes the adverse effects of the persistent. drop in commodlty prices

and the resulting continuous decrease in export earnings;,

3. Expresses its profound concern for thé recent iﬁereese of interest rates
on the major international financial markets.and their direct pegative iﬁplieations
on both the repayment of the external debt and. capital transfers, as well as the :
trading difficulties being experienced by the region, . T

4, Underlines its further concern with respect to'iHCreesing diffieulties
experienced by many Caribbean countries to meet their debt service obligations
and ‘support action to arrive at an agreement with creditors to arrive’at repayment
conditions for the external debt taking into account the real development needs
of countries of the reglon, and the level of exports of the countrles w1th1n

the reglon.

5. Expresses its concern that the objectives set by publlc development
ageﬁ01es in donor countries, within the framework of the 1nternat10nal development
strategy have . not' been aehzeved, -and requests donor countries to make ‘their -
contrlbutxons effective and take into account the need for spec1al approprlate

measures for less developed countries,

6. Urges the International Monetary Fund to take 1ncre331ngly inte acéount
in their policies the social objectivés of developing countries,
7. Reiterates its commitment to the deepening of the co-operation process
on the basis of their common interests.
8. Expresses its wish that the Secretariat of CDCC be reinforced in order

to intensify its actions to serve the legitimate aspirations of member countries

towards progress and development.
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