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PRELIMINARY NOTE EY THE SECRETARIAT 

The Secretariat presents the following draft programme of work 
and priorities for 1900, as approved by the Commission at i t s eighth 
session for the two-year period 1959-60 with a few minor changes,-, 
It is subject to the decisions adopted by the Committee of the 
Whole at i ts present session,. 

/PROGRAMME 
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PROGRAMME OF \\OHK AND PRIORITIES. 1959-1960 

BASIC DIRECTIVES 

As in the past, in preparing the programme of work and. priorities, 
the subsidiary bodies of the Commission and the Executive Secretary 
have continued to follow the basic directives and decisions of the 
Economic and. Social Council and of the General Assembly, as well as 
the recommendation? of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions regarding programmes and priorities in the economic 
and. social fields, concentration and co-ordination of efforts and 
resources, control and limitation of documentation, the pattern of 
conferences and related questions. Particular attention has been given 
to the recommendations contained in Economic and Social Council 
resolutions 324 (XI), 362 B (III), 402 3 (XII!), 451 A (XIV), 497 C (XVI), 
553 (XV.I.II), 557 (XVIII), 590 (XX), 597 (XXI), 604 (XXI), 630 (XXII), 
664 (XXIV), 693 (XXVI), 694 (XXVI), 709 (XXVII), 710 B (XXVII), 
724 A (XXVIII), 731 B (XXVIII) and 742 (XXVIII)„ 

CONCENTRATION AND CO-ORDINATION 

The Economic and Social Council at its twenlysixth session noted 
with satisfaction, in resolution 693 (XXVI), the extent to which the 
principles of concentration and co-ordination have been applied in the 
review of programmes by the regional economic commissions and their 
secretariats and the progress that has been made in this connexions 
Moreover, the Council endorsed the suggestion that the Secretary-General 
and the Council's subsidiary bodies bear in mind that certain activities 
might better be undertaken by such bodies as universities, national, 
private or public institutions, or non-governmental organizations, in 
order to permit the Secretariat to make the most effective use of its 
own resources* The Council expressed the hope that regional 
commissions would give consideration to the use of this procedure, 
wherever practicable,. During the past year, a number of projects 
were carried out according to the above-mentioned policy, which permitted 
the Secretariat to make the most effective use of its own resources» 

/These projects 
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These projects include the following: 
Project 3 (i) . rfork is proceeding on the study on the economic develop-

ment of Honduras in close collaboration with a national working 
group. 
With regard to Costa Rica, the University in that country is 
preparing a Costa Ricari economic development study in which the 
Secretariat has co-operated. 

Project 3 (v). The advisory groups assigned to Cuba and Colombia are 
working in direct contact with the planning and development 
institutions of these countries which are co-operating with them. 

Project 4 (viii). The Advanced School of Public Administration for 
Central America is preparing a seminar on the administration of 
industrial development legislation and has scheduled a seminar on 
customs administration for next November. The Secretariat is 
co-operating closely in these activities. 

Project 12. Work on the coffee study in Brazil has been facilitated 
by the Brazilian Ministry of Agriculture, which has provided 
technicians to assist in the field work, and by the Brazilian Coffee 
Institute (Instituto Brasileiro do Café) which has provided both 
technicians and financial resources. 

Project 18. Preliminary work on the inventory and analysis of Latin 
American industry is proceeding with the co-operation of many 
Government and private institutions. 

Project 19. The Chilean Development Corporation (Corporación de 
Fomento de la Producción - CORFO) has provided personnel to assist, 
in the preparation of the pilot study of chemical industries. 
Similarly, the Venezuelan Development Corporation (Corporación 
Venezolana de Fomento) has afforded its co-operation in Venezuela. 
In other Latin American countries similar research is proceeding with 
the assistance of various governmental and private organizations. 

Project 20. The ECLA/FA0/TA0 Pulp and Paper Advisory Group has been 
given invaluable assistance in all its missions by local industrialists 
or by corresponding development corporations. 

/Project 21. 
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Project 21, After co-operating in the formation of the Latin American 
Steel Institute (Instituto Latinoamericano del Acero), the . 
Secretariat has continued and will continue to collaborate with 
this organization. 

Project 24. The ECLA/TAO/WMO.Water Resources Survey Group has been 
assisted in its work in Venezuela by the Venezuelan Development 
Corporation (Corporación Venezolana de Fomento) and other national 
and local institutions and services. 

PATTERN OF CONFERENCES 

In accordance with resolution 693 (XXVI) and bearing in mind General 
Assembly resolution 1202 (XII), the Executive Secretary has kept under 
constant review the aim of reducing, wherever possible, the number and 
length of the meetings of the Commission's subsidiary bodies and ad hoc 
working parties. 

REGIONAL PROJECTS IN CO-OPERATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS 
.. BUREAU OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OPERATIONS (TAO) 

As in the past, it is expected that. TAO and the ECLA Secretariat 
will continue to co-operate in implementing various projects. Most 
of these projects, such as those concerning the training of economists, 
establishment of advisory groups, seminars and the convening, of working 
groups of experts, will be put into effect in conformity with-the 
procedures and regulations laid down for similar cases. v 

CHANGES IN THE WORK PROGRAMME FOR 1959-60 

The Commission decided to make the following changes in the 
work programme: • " 

New projects 

Project 4 (vii). Incorporation of Panama in the Central American 
Programme - resolution SO (CCE) 

Project 10 ( i ) . Education and economic development - resolution 150 (VII) 

/Project 31 
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Project 31 (ix). Studies bearing on the Latin American Free-Trade 
Association - requested by the Governments in the Montevideo 
Treaty (article 44 and appended Protocol N°3) - resolutions 6 (II) 
of the Trade Committee and 168 (VIII) of the Commission* 

Projects eliminated 

. . . . The Committee of the Whole did not eliminate any of the projects 
established at the eighth session of the Commission; the changes 
introduced in some parts of the Programme relate to presentation only, 
and are dictated by the need to bring the revieî  of the Secretariat's 
activities up to date. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORK PROGRAMME 

With respect to the work projects, the Commission had, on.previous 
occasions authorized the Executive Secretary to use available resources 
to hold such conferences, expert working groups and meetings or panels 
of specialists as he might deem necessary, provided that prior approval 
had been obtained from the Governments concerned and consultations with 
the appropriate specialized agencies had taken place. The Commission 
wished the Executive Secretary to continue to follow this procedure. 

Although it is desirable to have as stable a programme as possible, 
unforeseen factors may make it necessary to abandon certain projects or 
to establish different priorities. For this reason, the Commission, 
as in the past, left it to the discretion of the Executive Secretary to 
modify or defer projects or alter the order of priority within the 
approved programme, should such unforeseen developments make it 
necessary to do so. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The programme of work is divided into five broad sections, namely: 
Section I: Current economic situation 
Section II: Economic growth and technique of programming 
Section HI: Economic problems of agriculture (projects undertaken 

with the collaboration of FAO) 
Section IV: Industry, mining and energy 
Section V: International trade 

/The last 
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The last project ("Co-operation in the technical assistance 
programme") covers various fields of activity and is therefore included 
at the end of the programme, separately from the larger sections. 

It has not beeen found practicable or useful to attempt to e«+•.' 
priorities as between these larger sections. 

Projects are listed within each section in accordance with Economic 
and Social Council resolution 402 B (XIII) as follows: 
Group 1: Continuing projects and activities of high priority 

This group consists of projects and activities in which the 
responsibility of the Commission and its Secretariat, pursuant to the 
Commission's terms of reference and resolutions, is continuing. The 
studies and reports contemplated are to be presented periodically. Each 
study may differ from and supplement the others in scope (country coverage) 
substance (different aspects of major problems), and time (developments 
during a given period). 

Group 2: High priority ad hoc projects 

This group consists of non-recurrent projects, for which an 
approximate duration can be estimated. It includes projects outside 
the broad scope of the continuing projects (Group 1) as well as occasional 
topics within the scope of such continuing projects. 

Group-3: Other projects. 

This group consists of projects which, in view of staff and budget 
limitations, will have to be deferred for the present and probably cannot 
be undertaken in I960. 

The criteria used in proposing the classification of projects 
according to the above groups include, among other factors, an estimate 
of the basic importance of each project concerned, as well as an estimate 
®f the most effective way of utilizing available resources. No relative 
priorities are assigned to projects within groups 1 and 2 or between 
these tw® groups. 

/ANNOTATED LIST 
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«NNOT«TED LIST OF PROJECTS 

Projects are numbered consecutively -with arabic numerals. For 
specific aspects of major projects roman numerals in parentheses 
f(i), ( i i ) , ( i i i ) , etc.j are used. The notes on the projects are 
intended to identify them, but the resolutions of the Commission or its 
subsidary bodies are the official guide to their real scope. 

The resolutions of the Economic Commission for Latin America re 
identified by an arabic numeral indicating the serial number, followed 
by a roman numeral, in parentheses, indicating the session at which they 
were adopted. / 

The resolutions of the Committee of the Whole are identified by an 
arabic numeral indicating the serial number, followed by the appropriate 
committee symbol, in parentheses. 

The resolutions of the Central American Economic Cooperation Committee ' 
are identified by an arabic numeral followed by the symbol "CCE" in 
parentheses. 

The resolutions of the Trade Committee are shown by arabic numerals 
followed by a roman numeral in parentheses indicating the session at 
which they were adopted. 

/SECTION I: 
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SECTION I: CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION 

Group 1; Continuing projects and high priority activities 

1. Economic Survey of Latin America - resolutions 44 (V) and 79 (VI) -
published annually. 

2. Economic Bulletin for Latin America - resolutions 32 (V) and 
79 (VI) - published twice yearly. 

SECTION lis ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TECHN3&UE OF PROGRAMING 

Group 1; Continuing projects and activities of high priority 

3. General problems of economic development and technique of 
programming - resolutions 48 (V), 81 (VII), 132 (VII), 137 (VII), 
147 (VIII), 148 (VIII) and 155 (VIII) 

(i) Analysis and projections of economic growth in individual 
countries - resolution 48 (V) 

At the moment the secretariat is not working on any new country studies 
except in Central America. The studies on Argentina (E/CN.12/429/Rev.l., 
3 vols.), El Salvador (E/CN.12/495), Panama (E/CN.12/494) and Peru 
(E/CN.12/493) have already been published. A similar study on Costa Rica is 
being prepared by the University of that country. The secretariat has 
collaborated in various parts of this study. Work is proceeding on the 
analysis and projections of economic development in Honduras, and plans are 
being made to undertake similar studies for Guatemala and Nicaragua, to 
be followed by one for Central America as a whole. 

A full explanation of the methods used in the projections and analyses 
of the above-mentioned study on Argentina published in the Economic Bulletin 
(vol. V, N°l). 

(ii) Analyses and projections of economic growth for the region as 
a whole, taking into account the possibilities of complementary 
development - resolution 81 (VI) 

In connexion with the work on the common market, a preliminary study 
has been prepared on the prospects of economic growth in Latin iimerica 
(E/CN.12/C.1/13). This study and others on the same topic have been 

/published in 
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published in the volume The Latin American Common Market (E/CN.12/ 531). 
The Secretariat hopes to publish in its Economic Survey a study on growth 
trends in Latin America as a whole during the past few years. 

( i i i ) Study of monetary and fiscal policies for economic development -
resolutions 81 (VI) and 148 (VIII) 

An account of inflationary trends in various countries is usually 
presented each year in the Economic Survey. The Secretariat is preparing 
an analysis of inflation in relation to the economic growth of Latin America 
in which it will endeavour to explain the process and causes of this 
economic phenomenon, taking into account its effect on development. The 
relevant report will appear in the Economic Survey of Latin America, 1959. 

The Secretariat has been unable to proceed with its studies on 
fiscal problems and policies in relation to economic development except 
in regard to the work now being done by the 'advisory groups. 

The Secretariat co-sponsored with the Bureau of Technical Assistance 
Operations, the Fiscal and Financial Branch of the Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs, and the Office of Public Administration, a Budget 
Work-shop held at ECLA's headquarters from 26 May to 6 June 1959. The 
report is published in document ST/TAO/SER.C/39-E/CN »12/538. 

In accordance with resolution 148 (VIII) the Secretariat will 
endeavour to assist Governments in adapting the best available budgetary 
methods to the conditions of Latin America and explore the possibilities of 
providing Government employees with training courses in budget operation. 

(iv) Study of social factors affecting economic development -
resolutions 82 (VI) and 124 (VII) 

In resolutions 82 (VI) and 124 (VII) the Commission requested the 
continuation of the work on the. social aspects of economic development 
and also that the Secretariat should provide Governments with assistance 
in the preparation of guiding principles on outlines for research in this 
field. During the past two years, resources have been insufficient to 
continue this work. Nevertheless, the Secretariat, together with UNESCO 
and the United Nations Bureau of Social Affairs, co-sponsored a seminar on 
urbanization, held at Santiago from 6 to 18 July 1959. The full report 

f 
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of the meeting is contained in document S/CN.12/U,tiB/26/Rev.l -
UNESCO/SS/UBB/L.-x/26/Rev.1. The secretariat took part in a meeting on the 
social aspects of economic development held under UNESCO auspices in Paris 
in December 1959. Its purpose was to arrange a seminar on these questions 
to be held at a future date. A second preparatory meeting will be held 
in Mexico City towards the end of i960. 

(v)- Advice and assistance to Governments in the programming of 
economic development - resolutions 137 (VII) and 155 (VIII) 

A statement describing the purpose and method for carrying out this 
project is contained in document E/CN.12/518. The Secretariat is 
collaborating with the United Nations Bureau of Technical Assistance 
Operations in assisting the Governments of Bolivia, Colombia and Cuba, 
at their request, in compliance with the terms of resolution 137 (VII) 

The Secretariat is studying the organization, objectives and methods 
of programming bodies and, upon request, will assist in establishing effective 
liaison, co-operation and co-ordination among the organs of different 
countries. 
4. Economic integration in Central America - resolutions 24 (IV), 55 (V), 

84 (VI), 27 (CCE), 123 (VII), 140 (A.40) and 152 (VIII). 
The activities of the Central American Economic Co-operation Committee 

and of its subsidiary organs will be continued in accordance with the 
resolutions adopted by the said Committee and by the Commission. Still 
greater impetus was given to these activities by the signature, at San José, 
during the Committee's sixth session of the Central American Agreement on 
the Equalization of Import Duties and Charges and of the Protocol thereto, 
whereby the countries of the area grant one another a 20-per-cent tariff 
reduction on the natural products of their territories and goods manufactured 
therein. 

The seventh regular session of the Committee will be held during the 
last quarter of i960. The Trade, Transport, Statistical, Housing and 
Agricultural Development Sub-Committees will also meet in the course of this 
year, as well as working groups on industries, in addition to which other 
meetings will be convened in connexion with such commodities as cotton, meat 
and grain. 

/ ( i ) Central 
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(i) Central American trade - resolutions 9 (AC.17), 18 (AC.17), 
19 UC.17), 4 (CCE), 7 (CCE), 11 (CCE), 22 (CCE), 24 (CCE), 
37 (CCE), 56 (CCE), 58 (CCE), 81 (CCE), 82 (CCE) and 83 (CCE) • 

On the basis of the resolutions adopted by the Committee at its sixth 
session, further steps will be taken towards enabling the Central American 
Trade Sub-Committee to extend the application of the Central American 
Agreement on the Equalization of Import Duties and Charges to a larger 
number of products. To this end, a permanent session of the Sub-Committee 
has been inaugurated to negotiate the common import tariff for the five 
countries. A TAO expert is collaborating in this work, 

(ii) Industrial development - resolutions 2 ( A C . 1 7 ) , 2 (CCE), 8 (CCE), 

25 (CCE), 26 (CCE), 27 (CCE), 3 8 (CCE), 3 9 (CCE), 40 (CCE), 

• 41 (CCE), 57 (CCE), 59 (CCE), 60 (CCE), 70 (CCE), 71 (CCE), 
75 (CCE), 84 (CCE), 85 (CCE) and 88 (CCE) 

In compliance with resolution 84 (CCE), and ad hoc working group will 
be set up in April i960 to study problems relating to the application of 
the Régime for Central American Integration Industries; to formulate 
measures conducive to this; and to consider the various possible integration 
projects with a view to gradually determining the sectors of industrial 
activity which seem suitable for incorporation into the Régime, as well as 
to encourage and collaborate in the formulation of projects, especially in 
countries where less progress has been made in this field. • The Secretariat 
will prepare the requisite documents and studies and will co-operate in 
the organization and holding of this meeting. 

Also in April, a meeting of Central American technical experts and 
officials will be held to study the possible formulation of draft standard 
legislation on fiscal incentives to industrial development, on the basis 
of the relevant report prepared by a United Nations expert. This meeting 
will be convened under the terns of resolution 85 (CCE), and will be held 
at the same time as that mentioned in the preceding paragraph. 

A project for the establishment of a Central American financing and 
economic development institution will be prepared with the assistance of a 
TAO expert and in consultation with the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development, the Inter-American Development Bank, and the central banks 
and financial institutes of the countries of the.area. 

/Future inputs 
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Future inputs of raw materials will be estimated on the assumption that 
industries of interest in connexion with the Integration Programme will be 
installed and the Central American supply of such raw materials will be 

J 

projected. 
(i i i) Agricultural development - resolutions 1 (CCE), 14 (CCE), 20 (COri 

48 (CCE), 49 (CCE), 62 (CCE), 63 (CCE), 76 (CCE), 89 (CCE), 
90 (CCE) and 91 (CCE) 

Work will proceed on the requisite studies to prepare the ground for 
the activities of the Agricultural Development Sub-Committee which was set 
up during the Committee's sixth session and which is to meet for the first 
time in the course of I960. These studies are being carried out in 
collaboration with FAO, and will help the Sub-Committee to determine its 
work programme for the next few years. The topics covered include 
agricultural resources in the Central American countries, the structure of 
consumption of agricultural commodities, import substitution and organization 
of inter-Central American trade in the commodities for which there is most 
demand, such as grains, milk and milk products, and meat. 

Other activities in connexion with this Sub-Committee relate to the 
preparation of draft agreement for the establishment of an association of 
organizations for the development of production; to co-operation with 
Governments in connexion with the application of the systems of grain 
classification and exchange of information approved by the Committee; to 
the possibilities of co-ordinating the Central American countries' cotton 
export policies; and to the compilation and analysis of the material 
necessary for a first attempt, in 1961, at the joint programming of grain 
production development policy. Here too the work will be carried out in 
close co-operation with FAO. \ 

(iv) Transport - resolutions 4 (AC.17), 21 (AC.17), 18 (CCE), 19 (CCE), 
42 (CCE), 43 (CCE), 44 (CCE), 45 (CCE), 46 (CCE), 64 (CCE), 
65 (CCE), 67 (CCE) and 92 (CCE) 

Further economic studies of transport problems in Central America will 
be undertaken, beginning with an analysis of costs and conditions in existing 
motor transport services in the area as a whole and in the individual 
countries. Groups have been set up in each country to study the draft 
Central American standard maritime code, and their comments, which have 

/already been 
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already been received, will serve as a basis for the consideration of the 
draft by the Transport Sub-Committee, with a view to the formulation of the 
final text to be submitted to the Committee at its seventh session. 

In co-operation with a TAO expert, a Central American highway programme 
will be drawn up, together with the corresponding draft agreement. This 
programme will be considered by the Transport Sub-Committee during the 
third quarter of i960, at its second session of the year, along with the 
draft port regulations which have been prepared by. another TAO expert. 
Another report will discuss the need for each country to lay down the 
jurisdiction of a central authority to deal with transport problems. 

(v) Statistics - resolutions 20 (AC.17), 3 (CCE), 21 (CCE), 47 (CCE), 
and 69 (CCE) 

The fifth session of the Statistical Co-ordination Sub-Committee will 
be held during the first half of i960, and the relevant background documents 
are in course of preparation. They relate to co-ordination in agricultural, 
industrial and transport statistics, as well as that required for the 
greater success of the population, agricultural and housing censuses to be 
taken in the current year. In collaboration with the Statistical 
Department of Guatemala, steps will be taken to draw up a supplement to 
the Central American Statistical Compendium. 

(vi) Socio-economic problems - resolutions 27 (CCE), 51 (CCE), 
73 (CCE), 93 (CCE) and 94 (CCE) 

In co-operation with the ILO, FAO, the Central American Higher 
University Council, the Latin American Centre for Research in the Social 
Sciences at Rio de Janeiro and the United Nations Bureau of Technical 
Assistance Operations, a beginning will be made on the preparation of a 
comprehensive study of the structure of land tenure and of agricultural 
labour conditions in Central America, together with the inter-relationships 
between these and the' Economic Integration Programme. Other studies in 
the socio-economic field include reports on the labour force, the middle 
class, integration of housing programmes and socio-economic aspects of 
income distribution, in some of which TAO experts will collaborate. 

/vii) Incorporation 
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(vii) Incorporation of Panama jn the Central American Brogramme -resolution 80(OGE) 
A f irst approach will be made to the ways in which the full 

incorporation of Panama into the Economic Integration Programme would 
affect: (a) the Panamanian economy; (b) the Central American economy; 
and (c) the machinery and institutions of the Programme itself . 

(vi i i ) Research and training institutes - resolutions 6 (ii.C.17), 
23 (AC.17), 5(CCE), 6 (CCE), 31 (CCE), 52 (CCS), 53 (CCE), 
78 (CCE), 95 (CCE) and 98 (CCE) 

Close contact will be maintained with the Central American Advanced 
School of Public Administration (ESAPAC) and the Central American Research 
Institute for Industry in those aspects of their activities which have a 
bearing on the Central American Economic Integration Programme. A seminar 
on administration of industrial development legislation will be held under 
the auspices of E S A F A C , with a view to training officials in the various 
countries in methods of solving the problems involved in the application 
of laws of this type. In November, the School will also sponsor a seminar 
on customs administration, to train customs off ic ials in the different 
countries in the application of the customs legislation adopted in 
compliance with the juridical statutes of the integration programme in the 
field of inter-Central American trade. 

5. Joint ECLA/TAO economic development training programme - resolutions 
4 (IV), 48 (V), 85 (VI), 153 (VIII) and 157 (VIII) 

During 1959, in addition to the regular training programme held in 
Santiago from 6 July 1959 to 27 February I960, and attended by eighteen 
participants, four course were held in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and 
Cuba. In I960 the regular course at Santiago has been suspended for 
the purpose of recasting the programme and attending to the many intensive 
courses to be held this year. The Santiago programme will be resumed on 
a more extensive basis in 1961. The intensive courses for i960 will 
be held in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico and Uruguay. 

/6 . Study of 
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6. Study of transport problems - resolutions 38'(AC.16) 68 (V) and 
120 iVIl). . . . 
Work in the field has been centred chiefly in the ECLA/TAO advisory 

groups, particularly in Colombia. Among other subjects, a general, study 
on civil aviation is being prepared in that country. 

Work on transport has been proceeding actively under the Central 
American Economic Integration Programme (see it on 4 ( iv) ) , A special study 
on transport in Argentina (E/CN.12/491) has been completed. A summary is 
contained in volume III of the study on the economic development of 
Argentina. (United Nations Publication, Sales N°: 59.II.G.3). 

In connexion with the work on the common market, the Secretariat has 
prepared a short paper on current transport problems in the region 
(E/CN.12/C.1/14) indicating the type of studies that might be undertaken. 
Moreover, specific research has been undertaken in connexion with the 
consultations on trade policy between Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela. 
The Secretariat was represented at a meeting held in Panama to study the 
establishment of a new Latin American international airline. 

The Secretariat hopes to do more work on transport in relation to the 
activities arising out of the recent establishment of the Latin American 
Free-Trade Association. 

7. Preparation of a minimum programme of statistical data - resolution 
154 (VIII). 
The study of Latin American statistical questions will be begun in 

I960. With the collaboration of the United Nations Statistical Office, of 
the Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI) and of other interested 
specialized agencies, the Secretariat will organize a working group 
composed of experts on industrial statistics from the various countries, 
to study in detail the steps to be taken for levying industrial censuses and 
other similar surveys and to pool their experience. Other working groups 
on statistical matters of importance for economic development will be 
organized as resources become available and need arises. 

/Group 3? 
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Group 3: Other projects 

8. Studies of demographic groxv'th and manpower requirements in relation 
to economic development - resolutions 83 (VI) and 149 (VIII). 
The Secretariat in.co-operating with the Latin American Demographic 

Centre, particularly with regard to certain proposals on research which 
might be of use of it in its economic analyses. 

Pursuant to resolution 149 (VIII) the Secretariat participated in 
the meetings held in Geneva by the working group composed of representatives 
of ILO, UNESCO, OAS, and ILEM, for the purpose of preparing a joint 
programme for the evaluation of the need for skilled manpower and of the 
available training facilities. The working group vail meet shortly in 
Santiago to decide on the activities in this field to be undertaken in 
1960-61, 
9. Meeting of experts on problems of economic growth and the technique of 

programming resolution 48 (V), 
The purpose of this meeting is to bring together Latin American 

economists to discuss the principal problems of economic growth and 
to explore the possibilities of improving and programming economic 
development methods and making them known. The experts would not represent 
their Governments, but rather act in a personal capacity. 

10. Studies on education, technological research and technical training 
in Latin America - resolutions 13 (IV), 53 (V), and 150 (VIII). 
( i ) Education and economic development - resolution 150 (VIII) 
The Secretariat has been invited by UNESCO to participate in a 

conference on the role of education in relation to economic and social 
development in Latin America, It considers that a high priority shoultl 
be given to this project in view of the need to improve and expand 
education in all its aspects as a necessary condition for promoting a 
well-balanced economic and social progress. The Secretariat will assist 
in the preparation of a conference particularly with respect to analyzing the 
relationship between economic structures and educational factors in Latin 
America, 

( i i ) Technological research and technical training in Latin America -
resolutions 13 (IV) and 53 (V). 

Lack of funds has prevented the Secretariat from starting work on 
this project. /SECTION III 
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SECTION III: ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF AGRICULTURE 
(Projects undertaken with the collaboration of FAO) 

Group'1: Continuing projects and activities of high priority 

11. Agricultural development, programming in individual countries and 
technique of agricultural programming - resolutions 63(V), 39(VI) 
and 158(VIII) • 

This is one of the most important of the continuing projects under 
the Joint ECLA/FAO Programme. Some of the work will be of use in the 
preparation of the "Economic Survey of Latin America" and the FAO 
publication "The State of Food and Agriculture", both of which are issued 
annually. FAO is participating in the work of the ECLA/FAO advisory 
groups. Work on the manual on agricultural programming will be intensified 
during the year. During I960 studies will be undertaken on the institutional 
factors which retard or accelerate agricultural development and on the 
prospects for an expansion of Latin America's supply of foodstuffs and 
agricultural raw materials. 

12. Study of productivity and cost of coffee production in relation to 
economic development - resolutions 63(V), 90(VI) and 136(VII) 

For several years coffee studies have absorbed a considerable 
proportion of the resources of the Joint ECLA/FAO Programme. The studies 
on coffee in Colombia and El Salvador (E/CN.12/490) have been published 
and another relating to the State of Sao Paulo, Brazil, will be completed 
during the second half of i960. 

13»• Study of factors affecting the development of livestock production 
in Latin America - resolution 91(VI) 
The first stage of the research is presented as one of the chapters 

of the study on the role of agricultural commodities in the proposed 
Latin American common market (E/CN. 12/499). This preliminary work has 
been followed by a second phase of which the object is to identify those 
factors which impede or further the development of the livestock industry 
in Latin America and the prospects of expanding livestock production. 

/The research 
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The research on Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela has been completed 
and the chapters relating thereto have been provisionally drafted. Field 
work in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay will be undertaken during 
the year. The final report will be published during the f irst half of 
1961. 

14. Role of agricultural commodities in the proposed Latin American common 
market - resolution 158(VIII) 

A general note was presented at the eighth session, together with 
studies on three groups of commodities, i . e . , wheat and flour, milk 
products and oi ls and fats (E/CN,12/499). The research on cotton, f r u i t , 
meat and wool has been concluded. 

The recent.establishment of the Free-Trade Area provides a new focal 
point for this part of the programme. During i960 preparatory work will 
begin on the studies relating to the seasonal and geographical' availability 
of new or traditional commodities in inter-Latin American trade. These 
studies might provide a basis for future negotiations. Special analytical 
research on quality, packaging and processing, and marketing will be 
undertaken in connexion with these studies. 

Group 2: Ad hoc projects of high priority 

15. Study,of Latin American timber production'and consumption trends 
and prospects - resolutions 133(VII) and 159(VIII) 

This study implies a general survey of timber resources, and the 
economic possibilities of their development, with particular reference 
to the provision of raw materials for the wood industries. Work on this 
project has begun and the study i s expected to be Completed by the end 
of 1961. 

Group 3:• Other projects 

16. Study of the possibilities of increasing agricultural'investment 
- resolution 92(VI) 

Despite the great importance of this project, the ECLA and FAO 
Secretariats have not yet been able to begin work on i t for want of funds. 

/17. Study 



E/CN.12 /AC.45 /9 
Page 13 

17. Study on the productivity of labour and capital in agricultural 
production - resolutions 87(VI) and 134(VII) 

Work on this programme may possibly begin towards the end of I960, 
on the completion of the coffee studies, 

SECTION IV: INDUSTRY, MINING AND ENERGY 

Group 1: Continuing projects and activities of high priority 

18. Inventory and analysis of existing industry and plans for its 
development - Trade Committee resolutions 2(1) and ll6(VIl) 

Previous work in this field consisted chiefly of import tabulations and 
the compilation of company card-indexes containing essential data. This 
research work is now being extended by a programme providing for direct 
contacts with manufacturers, distributors and consumers of manufactured 
goods likely to be used in inter-Latin American-trade. 

19. Study of chemical industries - resolutions 59(V), 97(VI) and 162(VIII) 

Work has been undertaken, in conjunction with the Chilean Development 
Corporation (Corporación de Fomento de la Producción - CORFO) on a pilot 
study of the chemical industry, paying special attention to Chile. A 
progress report as prepared for the eighth session (E/CN.12/525). A 
working group of experts on the subject was subsequently formed. It 
continued the research work and will supplement this shortly by field work 
in several Latin American countries. A preliminary text of the study will 
be published early in 1961 and may be submitted for consideration at a 
special meeting of experts. 

2 0 . Joint ECLA/FAO/TAA Pulp and Paper Advisory Group to assist countries 
in the development of the pulp and paper industries - resolutions 58(V), 
98(VI), 128(VII) and 163(VIII) 

Tha Advisory Group has completed the studies on Ecuador, Mexico,! Peru 
and Venezuela. Studies on Colombia and .Surinam were carried out later 
and the basic research on Cuba has gone forward. The Group will now 
engage in research on the possibility of expanding trade in those products 
within the Free-Trade Area, 

/21. . Iron 



E/CN.12 /AC,45 /9 • 
Page 14 

21. Iron and steel industry - resolutions 10(1?), 57(V), 96(VI), 127(VII) 
and 162(VIII) 

Acting under the above resolutions and resolution 116(VII), on the 
establishment of a common market in Latin America, the S ecretariat has made 
a series of studies on the iron and steel industry. A study on the demand 
for steel products has been published in a recent issue of the Economic 
Bulletin for Latin America. The Secretariat has eo-perated actively in 
the establishment of the Latin American Steel Institute and will continue 
to co-perate with the Institute in its work. 

22. Metal-transforming industries - resolutions 57(V), 96(VI), 127(VII) 
and 161(VIII) 

The Secretariat has been engaged in a study of the possibility of 
developing the motor vehicle industry in Latin America. However, the study 
has been interrupted for lack of funds. In addition the Secretariat has 
• studied the possibility of industrial complementation in railway'equipment 
is being investigated. In that connexion, a report on the First Meeting 
on Railway Equipment, held at Cordoba (Argentina) in March 1959 (E/CN.12/508), 
was submitted at the eighth session. 

23. Development of energy resources - resolutions 99(VI), 100(VI), 130(VII), 
I64(VIII) and 165(VIII) 

During the second half of 1959 arrangements were made for the seminar 
on electric energy in Latin America which will receive data bringing up to 
date the section on electricity of the report published in 1957 - namely, 
"Energy in Latin AMErica11 (E/CN.12/384/Rev.1). 

In accordance with resolution 130(VII), the Secretariat has co-operated 
with the United Nations Department of Economic- and Social Affairs and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

24. Preliminary examination, based on existing information, of multiple 
water resources utilization in Latin America - resolutions 99(VI) and 
166(VIII) 

Under the terms of the f irst resolution, a Joint ECLA/TM/WMO Water 
Resources Survey Group was set up. This group has completed studies on 

/Chile, Ecuador, 



E / C N . 1 2 / A C . 4 5 / 9 
Page 15 

Chile, Ecuador, and North Patagonia (Argentina). The study on Chile will 
be printed in I960. During 1959, the Group began a similar survey in 
Venezuela • Work on Bolivia is expected to begin in I960. 

Group 2: Ad hoc projects of high priority 

25. Meeting of experts on problems of electric energy development 
_ resolution 99(VI) 

The preparatory work was begun in 1959 with a preliminary meeting held 
at United Nations Headquarters, attended by three Latin American experts, 
delegations representing the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development and the International Atomic Energy Agency, and members of the 
Secretariat. A provisional agenda was prepared and views were exchanged 
on arrangements for the meeting and on the nature and scope of the 
documentation. The meeting is expected to be held in 1961. 

Group 3; Other projects 

26. Special meeting on the mining industry - resolution 129(VII) 

Lack of resources has prevented any advance being made with this 
project. 

27. Study of the institutional factors which affect industrial development 
- resolution 160(VIII) 

Because of a shortage of funds, no further work could be done on this 
project. 

28. Latin American centre for hydroelectric planning and utilization 

- resolution 166(VIII) 

For lack of funds this project could not be started. 

29. Utilization of international rivers and lakes - resolution 13l(VII). 
A short study on the legal aspects of the utilization of international 

rivers and lakes was submitted at the eighth session (E/CN.12/511). It 
has not been possible to do anything more for the time being. 

30. Textile industry - resolution 11(IV) 

The Secretariat continues to follow developments in this industry in 
connexion with i ts country studies and for publication in the annual 
"Economic Survey". 

/Section V: 
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SECTION V: INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

Group 1: Continuing projects and activities of high priority 

31. Common market and payments - resolutions 69 (V), 101 (VI), 115 (VII) 
to 122 (VII), 168 (VIII) and 1 (I) to 4 (I) and 6 (II) to 10 (II) 
of the Trade Committee ' 

(i) Meeting of a group of experts. 
The experts will be appointed by the Governments for the 
purpose of preparing a draft agreement on the establish-
ment of the Latin American common market. After consulting 
the Governmentsj it was decided to defer the meeting, 

(ii) Study of customs systems and duties. 
The Secretariat is engaged in the following studies and 
activities: 
(a) Detailed analysis by countries of the incidence (item 

by item) of customs duties according to categories of 
products, as they are grouped in the report of the 
working group (E/CN.12 C.l/9); 

(b) Preparation of basic principles and procedures for 
transforming the quantitative and administrative restric-
tions into standard customs duties; 

(c) Study of tariff systems and customs administration; 
(d) Preparation of basic principles and procedures for the 

adoption of a standard customs nomenclature; 
(e) Seminars or meetings of experts on tariff problems, 

(ii i) Comparative study of exchange controls and other quantitative 
and administrative restrictions, with special reference to 
their effects on the establishment and operation of a common 
market.. 
This study cannot be made for the time being. 

(iv) Comparative study of the incentives for new investment, 
both foreign and national, particularly in the industrial 
sector, and the disparities which may exist and lead to 

/distortions in 
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distortions in the common market. As the study must take 
into account the special conditions and the industrial 
policies of each country, i t should be carried out -with 
the active co-operation of the Governments and private 
industrial associations. 
Substantial progress has been made in this study in 
co-operation with the IA-ECOSOL and the report may be 
published in August I960, 

(v) Factors affecting productivity and their repercussions on 
the competitive position of the different countries and 
industries. 
This work could not be started, 

(vi) Study of all aspects of transport in relation to the establish-
ment of a common market. 
Preliminary work on this project is under way. 

(v i i ) Meetings of Government experts on trade policy from 
different groups of Latin American countries. 
Consultations have been and are being maintained in many 
countries. The special studies required for this purpose 
are being prepared, 

( v i i i ) Dissemination of information on the benefits to be obtained 
from the expansion of trade and on the reasons for establishing 
a common market. 
The Latin American Common Market (E/CN.12/531) has been 
published and provides documentation on this item, lectures 
have been given and numerous press releases distributed. 

( ix) Work related to the Latin American Free Trade Association. 
The Secretariat's arrangements for the two meetings of the 
Inter-Governmental Conference on the establishment of a 
Free-Trade Area among Latin American countries facilitated 
the conclusion of the Montevideo Treaty. As a result of the 
request made to the secretariat in the Treaty, the following 
activities will be undertaken: 

\ 

/ (a ) Technical 
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(a) Technical advice to the Latin American Free-Trade 
Association; 

(b) Organization of informal meetings of government experts 
of the Central Banks of the Contracting Parties and 
technical advice and assistance at these meetings. 

(x) Preparatory work for the third session of the Central Banks 
Working Group. 

(xi) Preparatory work for the third session of the Trade Committee. 

32. Trade in traditional products - resolution 119 (VII) and Trade 
Committee resolution 4 ( l ) 

Work on this subject is part of the secretariat's regular programme 
and in published periodically in the Economic Survey or in the Economic 
Bullet in. 

33. Trade between Latin America and the rest of the world - resolutions 
45 (V), 102 (VI) and 121 (VII) 

(I ) Possibility of expanding production of Latin American export 
commodity - resolution 45 (V) 

(II) Studies of. future trends of demand for products exported 
by Latin America - resolutions 102 (VI) and 121 (VII). 

Those two topics are discussed periodically in the annual 
Economic Survey and the Economic Bulletin. 

34. Study of changes in the composition of Latin American imports from 
industrialized countries - resolution 45 (V). 

This subject been dealt with in the first part of the"Economic 
Survey for Latin America, 1958" (E/CN.12/498) which was recently published. 

35. Studies of the terms of trade and their influence on the rate of 
economic development - resolution 46 (V) 

This topic is periodically discussed in the'Economic Survey." 

/36. Co-operation 
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36. Co-operation in the technical assistance programme - resolutions 
921 (X) of the General Assembly and 110 (AC.34) of the Committee 
of the Whole. 

The secretariat is continuing its co-operation with the Technical 
Assistance Programme on specific projects mentioned in various parts 
of this programme 


