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UNITED NATIONS BUILDING AT SANTIAGO, CHI (B/CN.12/675,
E/CN.12/676)

Mr. VITERL DE LA HUZRTA (S:crctariat) said that at theo

end of 1959, when thc Gencral AsScmbly‘had acceptad the oifer
of the Gowernment of Chile to provide a site for a United
Nations building in Santiago, a budget of approximately 1.5
million dollars had bozn approved A competition had resulted
in the contract being awsrded to the Chilcan architect Emilio
Duhart and the final plans had becn drawn up in 1961, In the
meantime expansion of the activitics of ECLA and the other
agencies concerncd, and the decentralization of cconomic and
gocial activities, cspecially technical .assistence, had made
it necegsary to adjust the plans. When bids for the
construction of the building were opencd towards the ond of
1962 it became c¢vident that the total cost of building would
exceed the approved budget by some 500,000 dollars,,bacause
of the increascsin construction costs as well as the sxpansion
of the facilities,

Phe Chilcan Government, in 1ad1t10n to prov1d1n¢ the
site, had offercd to makc an cxtraordinary c ontrlbutlon of
465,000 egscudos, then representing about 200,000 dollars
winich would considerably rcduce the deficit. The General
Assembly had dccided at the ¢nd or 1962 that the building
should procced on the basis of the adjusted plf‘s; in the
hope that the deficit could be totally absorbed by @ programme
of gifts in kind and in cash, The Ad Hoc 'Comzittce on the
Gift Programme cstablished by the Committe oi tho Whole at
sEs o %hﬂlSySSlOH had accordingly ask:d mcmb;r Governments

/of |
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of ECLA to indicatc what gifites theéy would be able fto make,
with a vigw to discussing the quostion at the presont sessio
and a sub-committce had boon cgtablished which in March 1963
nad visitcd a numbosr of eountrics to discuss giits. The results
of thosc cnguirigce were given in decument E/CN.12/676.

Work on tho building had begun on 18 January 1963, and
was procecding satisfactorily, although certain tcechnical
problems, ri:liating %o uni;rground waturs, had nade slight
modifications noccssary,., Dcspite the gensrous gifit by tha
Govermment oxX Chile, the prescnt defieit stood at over
250,000 dollaras. It was hopcd that momber Goveramcents would
be able to'ﬁaku giftts in kind or in cash that would make it
possible to complcete the construction adcquately,

Mr. CISTERNAS (Chile) ssid that in Jovemboer 1962 Chile

had announcced its decision to sot ceide in its budget for
1964 thc sum of 465,000 eéscuucs ce 2 spocial contribution to
the building. That ﬂuny %)guthgf with what had alrcady beon
spent on access romds, gte., would bring Chilc's total
contribution to about thrcce-guarters of a million dollars.

Mr. TRECA (France) said that his Government would study
ways oi making =2 contribution, in duc¢ coursc, to th. building.

r. CALDSRON (Mcxico) said thut his Governmont had

roceived an cncouraging roesponsc from private industry for
gifts in kind, 2nd would discuss the mattor with the ECLA
sceretariat and the architect of the building.

Mr. ‘INCHAUSTAGUL (Cuba) said that Cuba would make a

contribution the¢ valuc of which would be commmunicated to the
seorchariat.

/lr, FREIN
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Nr. PEIN (Kingdom of tho Nouthorlunds) said that his
Governmont would make 2 contribution Iin kind to the value
of 15,000 dollars. The contribution of Surinaom and tho
Netherlands Antilles would roeproesont about 2,500 dollas
cach, 2ad th. Notherlands contribution, representing about
10,000 dollars, would be¢ 2 parqucet floor Tor a large hall
or confsrcencce roem, madoof high-grade wood from Surinam,
to the valuc of approximatoly 5,060 dollars inecluding freight,
plus other functional gifts e be deecid.d on in consultation
with the scecrctariat.

Mr, EIR TLLEGAS (Ven:zucla) said that he hoped that

2ll nenber countricg would help to mecet the aerlcit. The
Venczuclan Government would contribute ccment for the
building, and possibly othur donations in kind, aftor
consultation with the sccrotoriat and with the firﬁs éoncorned
in Venczucla.

Mir. BARBOSA 15 OLIVAIRA (Brazil) szid thot his country

had deecided to include o spceceial appropriation in its 1964
budget 0 cover its giidt, and that th. anount would be
comrmunic@ted to thu sceerctoriat later.

Mr. VITERI DE L4 HUSRTA (Scerctariat) oxplained, in

reply to a quostion Irom the ropresentative of PWf“guqy, that
gifts in kind would hulp to rc¢ducc the defiecit by g duclng
the amount that would have to be spent in buying naterials,
ctc. The functional gifts now rcecquected would be uscd in the
construction oi the building, wund in thu llQloﬂ work, but at

a later Stage ducorative gifts could by ace optud.

/¥r. GOMEZ


http:pr0s,mt�J.ti

,_x/\ﬂlolQ/n.C )O/S'"L-_.

Page 7

Mr. GOMEZ (Colombia) s2id that tho Colombian Government
was cndeavouring to onlist the co-opceration of private industry
as rpgards'ths gift programmo, and would inform the scerotariat
oxX the roesults achioved,

Miss JESTER (United States of Americsz) said that although

no finoneitl approprittion was aveilable to her, Governnent at
the moment to pormit 4 cagh contribution towards mceting the
deficit, it was hopced that contaets with private organizations
would imakce possiblce gifts e¢ither in cash or, morce probably, in

kind.

Mr. MARCHAN (Zcuador) was coniident that his country would

soon forward its contribution towards the gift progranme, since
the mattoy was one 6T intaRest #0 all Latin AnorieSn courrirics

Mr. VITERI DE LA HULRTA (Sccratgriat) gaid that a

communication had beon reeeived from the Dominican Republic
stating that it would make =2 contribution to the value of 5,000
dollars.

Mr. S4NTA CRUZ (Duputy BExccutive Scerctary of the Commission)

thankcd the Governments on bochalf of the Scerctary-Gencral, for

1

their intercst in the building, and in particular for the

contributions that had beon ocnnounced at the present mecting.

8
ACTIVINILE IN WHZ FIZLD OF TECHNICAL ASBISTAICE (gontinucd)

lir. HOO (Unitcd Nations Commissioncr for Tochnical
Assistance), speaking on the question of decoentralization, said
that in thce coursc oi the past two yuars apprecidble progroess
ad been made in the tranafcr of substontive and administrative
authority from Unitcd Netions Hiadgquartcers to thoe BECLA scerctariat
with respect to the prograumning and exccution of rogional projects.

/The Executive
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The Exccutive Scerctary of ECLA and Hoadquarters staff
wore co-operating in thoe adoption of the nceasurcs reguirced to

~

give practical cffect to the po.icy of decentralization, subjcct
to the rcguletions and procedurcs governing technical assistance
administration in gecneral. The arrang;ménts were aimed a
cnsuring a sufficicnt ncasurc of flcoxibility lcading to more
rapid cxecution of projccts rclating te the dolegation of
authority in tho mattor of travil, the granting of fellowships
and thce holding of mcectings of experts and scninars, Mcasures
werc also being adopted to delugate to the Exccutive Scerctary
broader authority with respect to technical assistance cxperts
and the administration of funds zllocated to regional projects,

vsubject o financial supcrvision by o ccntral authority and

«

taking into account the ducisions of the relevant United Nations
organs. Thus, arrangoments werc being made to authorizce the
Bxocutive Dircctor to tronsficr funds within a specific project,
in accordance with the requircacnts arising from the exccution
of thc¢ projoct. However, decisions on transfer of funds fron

onc¢ projcct to another would remain the responsibility of a
central authority.

Apart from the ncasurcs being taken with respcet to
doecentralized projcects, it was to be hoped that the ECLA
gceretariat would play an incrceasing part in activitics
rclating to the programming of tochnical co-opceration on a
nation&l scalo, particularly in the matter of development
progromming, in which it had broad cxpericnce. That night

- reduce the number and scope of projcets which Headquartors

was ot present better cquipped to administer,

/In vicw
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In vicw of the growth, both in number and inportancce, of
United Notions respongibility in the £icld of tcechnical
co~-operation, it was cncouraging to notc tiot the incroasing
participation of the¢ ECLA gccrotarint was contributing to the
norc offective use in ILatin Ancricz of thoe linitcd funds at

the Scervtary-Genoeral's disposal.

Mr. FEIN (Kingdom of the Nethorlands) said that his
country wos a Deniber both 0f the Technical Assistzncchommittee
and of the¢ Governing Council of the Unitcd Nxtions Speeial Fund,
It contributcd both funds 2and s.rvices to thoe tochnical
assistance programmss, providing cxpoerts ind rocciving United
Nations rcllowship holders in the Noethorlands. Morcover young
Nethoerlands graductes in various ficlds were ninds available
t0 the swnecizliged agoneied o essociate «xports, at thc cxpense
of th¢ Noetherlands, at the rite of thirty-Tive a ycar. In
addition young voluntccers providcod various forms of assistance
to dcveloping countrics, and bilateral programncs were being
cstablished. In terus of Iinznce, the Notherlands contribution
to the Expanded Progromic in 1963 represcnted an incrcase of
20 per cont, from 1.5 millfon %6 1.8 million dollars, and the
contribution to the¢ Spceeinl ifund 50 per cent, amounting to
noarly 4 million dollars, The Zorcgoing ~pplicd to the European
part of the Kingdom of the Nothoerlands, whilce it was hoped that
the Netherlonds Antilles and Surinan would roceive continucd
attention from the United Nations ond the specialized agoencies
in the promotion of c¢conomic and social dovelopment. He roeferred
to documcnt E/CN.12/635, and noted with approval the sobsolute

increasc in technical assistonce to the ECLA region, and the

/caphasis on
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oriphasis on closcr co-opcration botwoen the regional cconomic
comraigsions =nd the Technical Assistance Board,

Mr;_TAYLOR (United Kingdom) soid that his country was

taking @an incrocasing intcrcest in the provigion of tcchnical
assistance in Latin Ancricz, a2lthough its participztion had

not begun until the cend ox 1962, A tropical ogriculturc nission
hzd alrcady been scnt to Bolivia, and arrangenents were being
rnade to provide techniecal nsais ttncb to Argentina, Brozil and
Venczucels during 1963, In 1964 Chils, Colonbia, Mexico, Panans,
Poru and Uruguoy would be added to ‘the list. Plans were in

hand to co-operate with OAS in providing troining in the United
Kingdon in ccertain fields, and th: first trainces were cxpected
t0 arrive in 1963, |

Mr. GOMEZ (Colombiz) thonked tho M\crpt ariat for
inplenenting the recomnendation Qdoptéa :t thc ninth session
of the Cormxesion with respuct to the cstablishnmont of an ECLA
Office at Bogota, a rocommendation sub8cqucntly ratified by the
Economie and Social Council and the Gone rml Aquvmbly.

He was confident that 28 soon as the éonvvrs tlons butwben
the ECLA sccer:@tariat and the Governocnt of Colombia on the
signing of a basic agrecncnt were concludca, the Office @buld
be cstablishcd immediately, since ths 2dvice it would provide
in th. ficld of developrient planning to the countrics within

its purview was of najor importance.

/APPROVAL OF
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APPROVAL OF DRAFT ROSOLUTIONS

Decentralization of the ceconcmic and socinl activitics of the

Unitcd Nations and strengthening of the rogional csconomic

commigsions (Conforence Roon Paper No, 12/Rcv.l)

The CHAIRMAN -invited the Committec to consider the draft

resolution on docontralization,

Mr, TAYLOR (United Kingdom) proposcd that the words
"expert technical assistance staff" in the penuliinate
paregraph of the preamble and in operative paragraph 3 should
be emendesd to read "technidcil assistance oxperts”.

LT Weg 80 aglrgecc.

ir. GONZALEZ OVISDO (Paraguay), whosc delegation was a

co-sponecor of the drait resolution, observsed that in the French

)

and Spanigh versions the final clause of operative paragraph
should be sransferred to the end of operative paragraph 3. The
English text was not affectad.

It was so0 agreed.

The CHATRMAN pointed out that the word "r rgional" at the
end of operatlive paragraph 2, &= ancndedg had becn omitsaed from
the French an’ Spanish texts. It would therefore be insorted.

Mr, GONZAIRZ OVIZDO (Paraguay) said that he hed no

objections o any oI the drafting changces nadc.

Mr. PITTALUGA (Urusguay) proposcd the deletion of the

words "cspcceinlly as regards the planning of cconomic and

social development" at the ¢nd of opurative paragraph 4. It

-

was not intcended that tochnical assistoance requirencnts in
respect of the planning ef cconomic and social development

ghould receive priority, as is would appear from the present

e,
/M. BIRIS-VILLJGAS
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Mr. BIRIS-VILLEGAS (Venezucla) supported the proposal.

At the some time he proposcd the deletion of the words "del

Dircctor Principal a cargo" at thc beginning of the sane

operative paragraph, Tho English text was not affected.

The proposals were accepted.

The paragraphs or the preamblce, as amcended, were adopted

unanimonusly.

Operative paragraph 1 was adoptcd unaninously.

Operative paragraph 2, as apcnded, was adopted unanimously.

Operativc paragraph 3, os amcnded, was adopted unanimously.

Opcerative paragraph 4, as anended, was adopted unaninously.

Operative paragraph 5 was adopted unaninously.

The draft resolution as a whole, as amcndced, was adopted

unaninously.

Democgraphy (Confcorince Room Paper No. 13)

The CHAIRMAN said that no ancndncents had becen introduced

to the draft resolution on demography.

The draft resolution was adopted by 18 votes to none, with

one abstention.

Mr, Alfonso SANTA CRUZ (Deputy Executive Secretary of the

Commissgion) thankcd the Committee for the resolution adopted on
the question « ° deccntralization, which he considered an expression
of confidence in the ECLA secretariat.

At the same¢ time, he oxpressed the scerctariat's appreciation
of the statement madec by the reproéentative of Colombia, and of
the support rcccecived from the Netherlands in the field of
technical assistance, as described by the Netherlands

represcntative. The facilitics offcered by the Netherlands were

/being availed
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being availed of both at ECLA Headquart:rs and by the Mexico

Sffice.

OTHER QULSTIONS

Mr. TRECA (France) thenkcd the scerctariat for the eifort
it had madc to providc Frunch translations of the documents
produccd at the scssion. Howcver, nany of the documents
distributed beiorc the scasion had not been made available in
French.

Mr. Alfonso SaNTA CRUZ (Deputy Exccutive Scerctary of the

Commission) said that in gpite of the sccrctariat's ciforts
funds had not been made available For the sctting up of a French
language unit in BECLA's cditorial scrvices, which at presont
consistcd of an English and o Spanish scction only. 1If the
necessary funds werce Torthecoming, a French unit could be sot

up and all docunmcnts could thenm be made available in French,

The meotin® ro@e at 12.15 p.n.
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