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.THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA,

~-. HAVING CONSIDERED the section.of the Economic Survey of
Latin. America 1950 (E/CN,12/217) dealing with agrieultureg
| CONSIDERING that during the agricultural year 1949-1950. .
the per capita quantum of production of the region's principal
crops was only 87 per cent of the pre-war levels and that no
progress is to be reported in the majority of countries in the
ratio between the total area harvested and the population;

CONSIDERING that although some progress in agricultural

production over tbe pre-war periocd can be noted, this progress
is still very slow as a result of the fact, whiech is still to be
observed, that greater attention was pald during the war to
other sectors of the economy;
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‘ CONSIDERING that it 1s impOrtant that: the agricultural
development of the region shoeuld be- stimulated by devoting the
’wgreatest possible attention to it and oy making available to it
modern technical skills in order to obviate any lack of balance
with the growing industrialization to be observed in Latin America.

CONSIDERING that industrial development tends to increase the
urban population which;:%ince it earns more, increases the pressure
of demand, and . that~,his demand ; A4FCitis not satisfied by greater
production, not only causes a rise in prices -=- as has uc~urred
in many countries -—*but also cneaees an atmcsphere in which social
disturbances might be engenc:red~

CONSIDERING that standards for general application-cannot‘be

recommended because the factors af ‘ecting agricultural'andvstock

raising development are multiple c,ﬂnd vary from one country to
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another, in accordance with thei“ specific«regional characteristics;

CONSIDERING that it is a primary. and immediately essential
obligation to supply the people with food; and

CONSIDERING that the Governments.of Member .States shquld pay
more attention to agricu ural nrohlems and -to .all those factors.
which exercise a direct and decisive influence upon the- improvement
of agriculture°

1. TAKES NOTE of the section of the Economic Survey of Latin
America 1950 (E/CN 12/217) dealing with agriculture; |

2. RECOMMENDS to the Meiber Governmemts to take in the
technical field the following measures, inter alia:

N



a)

b)

cf

d)

e)
£)

g)
h)

1)

£/CN.12/4C.12/10 - -
Page 3

To perfect the methods of profeééional training of

agronomists, who are responsible for applying technlcal

knowledge to farmingj;

To make a soll suirvey of the zountry in order to obtain

}-a

full kncwledge of its sci

s arnd thus to be in a position

93}

to decide wnat they

o)

re it for in accordance with
their dominant characteristics, without which,
programmes cf improvement, studies of production
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targets and similar subjects beccme meaninglessy

-

To co-cparate with existing or prcjected experimental

staticns:

To expand and imprcye‘State agricuitural extension
services: |

To create soil and water conservation services;

To expand entémglogical ahd botanicsl plant %Lreatment
services andlénéct plant heaith legislation to make
them function effectively, and drastically, if
necessary, in inz gencral interests of the cbuntry;
To encourage farm mechanizaticn; |
To spread kihowiedge of tae c¢arrect use of fertilizers
and to study the best methcds of their rapid
transportation within the country at reduced freight
rates, so tnat the farmer may be able to oEtain them
as chezrly as possitle.

To enact legislaticn to provsect the farmer by ensuring

/that fertilizers
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that fertilizers or preparations he aequires‘in fact
contain the guaranteed minimum content4of.nutritive
elements and that their price ié in confe:ﬁity with the
acdepted values of plant foods;

3) To stimulate irrigation and communications; aﬁd

k) To give technical and economic assistance to stock raising
generally.

3; RECOMMENDS to the Governments of Member S ates that they
'should"study the serious problem of tenancy, wethva view to obtaining
'a better utilization of land, bearing in mind resolution 401 (V) of

the Generel 'ssembly. ‘v “

4, URGES the Governments of Member States &o fegulate trading
in products of agriculture and stock raising, and their distribution,
in order to eliminate intermediaries who serve no social purpcse
other than that of increasing the price of those prodﬁctw.

5. REQUESTS the Secretary-General of the,Unitea‘Nations and
the Director-General of the FA0 to grant. to Gove*hhents of Hamhao
States adeguate technical assistance. for the 1ntegraued development
of agriculture in the fulfilment of the relevant portlons of the

| foreg01ng resolutlons. NP _n_‘

6. RECOMMENDS to the International Bénk_fo:_Reconstruction and

Development thae it should pay effective and timeiy attention to

agricultural development projects.,
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