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INTRODUCTION

The secretariat of ECLAC presents the followmg draft programme of work for the perrod 1996 1997 to
the States members of the Commission for their consrderatlon

The programme of work has been prepared with special attention to the s1tuatlon of the region’s
economies so far this decade, characterized by a continuing expansion of economic activity with relative
price stability, some relief from the debt burden and a huge inflow of external capital, despite the
continuing slugglshness and uncertainty of the international economy as reflected in the limited growth
of the region’s sales to the rest of the world.

/The turbulence and traumatic adjustments of the 1980s are apparently ‘being left behind as the
region’s economies consolidate new ways of functioning based on trade liberalization, export promotion,
fiscal austerity, prudent monetary policy and reduced government regulation of markets. However, a new
kind of external vulnerablllty has emerged and there is a rlsk that adjustment may become endemic.

Serious social problems also persnst aggravated by the crisis and by adjustment processes, awaltmg
the moment when economic recovery eventually remedies the situation of the most seriously affected
social strata and growth creates the condmons for public policies that can tackle the structural causes of
poverty and inequity.

If the region is to overcome poverty and me?]uny —and this is bound to be a long and difficult
process— it must confront'a multitude of challenges the main ones being to achieve sustained economic
growth, to' transform production structures, to increase productivity and to ensure greater social equity,
and it must do so in a way that is democratic and envnronmentally sustainable. ‘

The complexity and scope of the tasks which these challenges involve for the countries of the
region require-that greater efforts be devoted to practical problem- -solving. To this end, the secretariat .
of ECLAC has attempted in this programming exercise to envisage actlvmes that will allow it to
cooperate with the member countrles in this common endeavour.

This draft is the last biennial programme under the medrum-term plan for the - period 1992-1997,
adopted in 1990 by the United Natxons General Assembly at its forty-fifth sessron

The document begins with a table entltled "Indicative distribution of human resources"; these

resources are grouped by subprogrammes, glvmg comparative data for the bienniums 1994- 1995 and
1996- 1997 ‘ : :

Subprogramme narratlves are then presented Each begins w1th a brlef introductory note, followed
- by a description of the subject areas covered by the subprogramme and a detailed outline of the activities
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to be carried out and the results to be achieved. In some cases, after the description of the subject area,
activities whose execution is subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources are identified. This
is essential for operational activities, which can be carried out only with such resources.

This programme of work differs in structure from those presented at previous sessions of the
Commission, in that tasks related to regional integration and cooperation carried out by the International
Trade, Finance and Transport Division have been grouped into a specific subprogramme. In view of their
importance, activities related to the integration of women in development are likewise described in a
separate section. : :

This presentation follows the néw instructions issued by United Nations Headquarters, especially -
with respect to the classification and description cf activities, such as recurrent and non-recurrent
publications, technical materials, information materials and services, intergovernmental and expert
‘meetings, operational activities ,(including advisory services and group training) and intermediate
activities." o ‘ ' :

- Lastly, it/is important to note that any ECLAC initiative involving new activities not included in
the draft programme of work could have financial implications that the secretariat will have to analyse
~and that the implementation of any such activities will be contingent upon obtaining the necessary
additional resources. Apart from this, it should be borne in mind that the only way that existing technical
resources could be used for new activities would be if they were reallocated, and that this would affect
implementation of the activities to which they were originally assigned. Such reallocation would also be
subject to the limitation represented by the actual feasibility of shifting personnel with different
specializations between different areas of the programme of work.

‘A description of the different kinds of activities is presented in the annex.
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INDICATIVE DISTRIBUTION OF HUMAN. RESOURCES

Professional work-months

Subprogramme 1994-1995 | 1996-1997
" RB® XB® Total % RB* 4 XB® Total %
}
1. Food and agriculture 72 ‘42 114 3 72 48 120 3
2. Economic development 504. 162 666 16 504 168 672 15
3.. Economic and social . ! .
planning - 120 204 324 8 120 204 - 324 7
4. Industrial, scientific and R ) ) :
technological development 144 78 222 5 144 144 288 6
5. International trade and .
development finance ) 210 72 282 7 210 ~ 72 282 6
6. Natural\resourges and energy 192 /8 276 7 264° 84 348 8
7. Environment and human . :
settlements : 144 120 264 6 144 120 264 [
8. ‘Population ) 144 120 . 264 6 144 120 264 [
9. social development 192 I 48 240 , 6 192 48 240 5
.Unit for the integration of ‘
Women in Development 48 24 72 2 48 48 96 2
10. Statistics and economic E
projections 264 12 276 7 264 36 300 7
11. Transport 96 6. - 102 2 96 24 120 3
12. Subregional activities in ‘ i , !
Mexico and Central America 504 42 . 546 13 504 72 576 13
13. Subregional activities in
- the Caribbean ‘ 312 48 360 -9 312 . 72 . 384 9
14. Regional integration and. . |
cooperation 54 24 78 2 54 24 78 2
.Joint ECLAC/CET Unit on T ‘ . ‘
Transnational Corporations « 24 66 90 2 264 72 96 2
Total subprogrammes 302 1152 4 176 - 100 309° 1356 4 452 100

Percentage 72, 28 100 70 30 100

Regular budget,

Extrabudgetary resources. ’

In the context of the United Nations decentralization programme, the allocation of three additional posts
(two in Energy and one in Water resources) is under consideration.
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SUBPROGRAMME NARRATIVES

1996-1997



7.
SUBPROGRAMME 1: FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Presentation

This subprogramme, to be carried out by the Agricultural Development Unit of the Division of
~ Production, Productivity and Management, is designed mainly to: assist countries in directing their
economic and social development policies towards promoting a better balance between rural and urban
areas; help governments of the region give preferential treatment to small farmers and peasants in such
areas as expansion, technology transfer and incentive and investment policies; and cooperate/ with
governments 'in order to increase export earnings, giving priority to agrlcultural exports in which
_countries could be competitive over time. ,

In the light of these objectives, the activities planned for the biennium 1994-1995 will be directed
towards research and analysis in two subject areas of particular concern to the countries of Latin America
and the Caribbean: i) the impact of economic restructuring on agricultural industries, with emphasis on
identifying the new roles of the pubhc and private sectors; and ii) the development of the forestry sector
and its lmkages into international markets.

The intense economic restructurmg undertaken in most countries of the regxon since the mid-1980s
has brought about important changes in the functioning and orientation of ‘agricultural development and
in the roles and functions performed by the public and private sectors in the agricultural sector.

- In this context, the purpose of the first subject area is to contribute to a discussion of the effects,
both positive and negative, of adjustment policies, external openness and international participation on
the various production activities and social groups in rural areas, and of possible action to support the
aspects that are more conducive to an appropriaté agricultural development and to correct the
unsatisfactory ones. To this end, two studies will be carried out, the second of them designed specifically
to analyse the demands which dynamic, competitive participation by the agricultural sector in mternatxonal
markets create ‘for determlmng the respective roles of the public and prtvate sectors.

The second subject area will support efforts to promote rationalization and sustainable development
of the forestry sector, which has great productive potential in the region and whose participation in
external markets is growing. The studies planned in this field will seek to increase knowledge of the
sector and propose.policies for the development and utilization of forestry resources, with special
emphasis on action that will reinforce the sector’s linkages with international markets

1. Activities

Subject area 1.1:  Economic restructurmg and agnculture the new roles of the public and private
sectors

a) Organization and substgntive servicing of meetings of experts

Meetmg of experts to analyse the new roles of the State and the private sector in promotmg
dynamic, competitive part1c1pat10n by the agricultural sector in the global economy.



b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A study on the direct and indirect effects of adjustment policies, external openness- and
iinproveq linkages with international markets on the region’s agricultural industries.

ii) A study on the new roles of the State and the private sector in promoting dynamic,
competitive participation by the agricultural sector in the global economy.

bj rea 1.2:  Development of the forastry sector and participation in international markets

a) OQrganization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of expertsto review the 'reéults of the study on development of forestry resources and
improvement of the sector’s linkages with international markets.

b) Non:recurrent publications

A study on policies for the appropfiate development of the region’s forestry resources and

improvement of the sector’s linkages with international markets.

¢) Intermediate activities

Two case-studies in countries’ to be determined, on the potential of the fOresfty and its
development through long-term planning, resource development policies and improvement of the sector’s
linkages with international markets.. P

A project on forestry developmept is planned during the biennium.

Execution of the activity mentioned under a) will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. - - : ~

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities under this subprogramme will be carried out within the ECLAC system, in consultation
with various of its substantive divisions according to the relevant subject area, ahd in close cooperation
with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).

The study on the effects of,adjustmeni policies, external openness and improved international
linkages will be carried out in cooperation with the Economic. Development Division and the International
Trade, Finance and Transport Division, with the support of the Statistics and' Economic Projections
Division, while work on the new roles of the State and th‘e‘privl,ate sector will be done in close
cooperation with ILPES, the Joint ECLAC/UNCTAD Unit on Transnational Corporations and the Joint
ECLAC/UNIDO Industrial and Technological Development Unit. A

: : . ¥

\

N
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For the activities on development of the forestry industry, information and experience will be
exchanged with the Natural Resources ‘and Energy Division, the Environment and Human Settlements
Division and the International Trade, Finance and Transport Division, as well as with FAO and other
bodies linked to forest}y deveIOpment ;

3. iy anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the subprogramme’s outputs will be government authorities and officials of
countries of the region in charge of formulatmg, -executing and managing agricultural strategles and
policies. , ‘

A number of public and private institutions, such as universities, academic and research centres,
various technical bodies, and non-governmental organizations connected w1th rural and agricultural '
development will also use the subprogramme’s outputs.

Users will be reached through the dxsmbutxon of publlcatxons and through participation in
intergovernmental and expert meetmgs
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SUBPROGRAMME 2: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Y

Presentation

After the huge disequilibria and severe adjustments of the 1980s, most of the region’s economies
are moving towards growth patterns characterized by more open and competitive participation in the
international economy, with expanding economic activity, relative price stability, relief from the debt
burden and abundant inflows of external capital. The economies of Latin America and the Caribbean have
consolidated new ways of functioning, basec on trade liberalization, export promotion, fiscal austerity, -
prudent management of monetary policy and reduced government regulation of markets. However, this
has also left less room for manoeuvre in economic policy. Moreover, it is clear that some of the region’s
economies have made more progress than others in consolidating their structural reforms and are in a
better position to continue with processes of sustained growth. :

However, these processes of change are in a particularly vulnerable phase and various factors could
undermine the progress that has cost such efforts. Some of these factors are: the recession in the
industrialized countries; the effects of protectionist pressures; the persistence or reappearance of problems
of over-indebtedness; the volatility of capital flows, which in recent years have made a decisive -
contribution to recovery; and, lastly, sudden disturbances in the region’s external markets, as a result of
an uncertain international economic situation, which make it unlikely that demand will recover or that
commodity prices in general will pick up. ) :

The level of economic recovery also remains moderate, while macroeconomic stability is still weak
and investment levels are still insufficient, not having recovered from the severe contraction of the
previous decade. Serious social problems persist, with increasingly uneven income distribution and
declining job security. ’ ;

This new external vulnerability, which is affecting countries’ ongoing growth efforts, makes it even
more imperative to improve international linkages through dynamic exports —the counterpart of changing
production patterns with social equity. It will be necessary to continue a policy of openness to
international trade and to promote greater access to technology, while strengthening control over
macroeconomic equilibria and maintaining efficient management of the public-sector debt. However, it
will be increasingly difficult to formulate and execute policies, since the constraints mentioned above will
limit the range of options. Timely, extensive and systematic information will be needed on national,
regional and global trends and on structural changes, so that policy-makers can predict where changes
will take place and what new problems and opportunities will arise. As in previous bienniums, analyses
based on changing production structures, reform of the State and improved income distribution, in a
framework of social equity directed towards the overall development of countries of the region, will

continue to be made. x

Activities under this subprogramme for the biennium 1996-1997 in the field of economic
development —which was given top priority in the medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997—
comprise two subject areas linked to the above-mentioned ‘objectives, with special emphasis on the
relationship between short-term processes and the goals of medium- and long-term development. The
- Economic Development Division will be in charge of these activities and will receive the usual support
from the ECLAC subregional headquarters and national offices located in various countries of the region.
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The main objective of the ﬁrst subject area, Analysis gf the economies of Lgtm America and the

Caribbean, is to provide tlmely, systematic information on national and regional economic trends and to
' analyse structural changes, so that national authorities can have ready access to information and up-to-date
studies to guide their formulation and execution of pollcles

_ These goals will continue to be pursued through thepublication of three basic annual reports: i) the
Economic Panorama of Latin America, published during the third quarter of each year; ii) the Preliminary
Overview of the Economy of Latin America and the Caribbean, published at the end of each year; and

iii) the Economic Survey of Latin America and the Caribbean.

The extraordinary demand for the first two pubhcatlons shows that they are especlally useful to
member countries’ authorities and government officials, international agencies, banks, academic
researchers and prlvate agents, because of the timeliness, scope and quality of their information. The

Economic Survey of Latin America and the Garibbean, for its part, is valued by national authorities and
international bodies which appreciate the objectivity of its analyses and the comprehensiveness and
comparability of its data, making it partlcularly useful for conducting comparative analyses that help
distinguish between problems specific to_a given country and those of a more general nature.

The up-to-date kn0wledge needed to prepare these ‘publications also helps keep the secretariat fully
abreast of the reglonal situation and gives it insights that enable it to ant1c1pate the issues and situations
that will arise in the reglon :

The second subject area, analysis of development strategies, will concentrate on economic policies
designed to encourage savings.and investment and policies permitting a flexible response to external
shocks arising from the terms of trade and financial flows. Macroeconomic and fiscal policies aimed at
restoring or consolidating macroeconomic stability will also be studied and emphasis will be placed on
analysing the distributive effects of changing pr‘oduction pattetns and external and domestic adjustments.

With a view to enhancing the effectlveness of State action in Latin America and the Caribbean,
operatlonal activities w1ll continue in the areas of fiscal policy and public sector decentrallzatlon

This subprogramme also-includes the activities of the Latin American Centre for Economic and
Social Documentation (CLADES), which are grouped under subject area 2.3 on mfoxmatnon management

- for development The overall purpose of these activities is‘to analyse different information resources and

ways of maximizing their transfer, circulation and use in the areas of research policy-making and
decision-making on economic and social development

The activities planned by CLADES for the 1996-1997 blenmum will focus on_ information
management for development in the context of new advances in the data-processmg industry, and
competition and cooper\‘atlon between the public and private components of that industry. CLADES will
-also continue its activities on the systematization and dissemination of publications on economic and social
development, for which it will test and/or use new technologies such as optical disks, hypertexts,
multimedia and electromc mail for database utlllzatlon
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1. Activities

bjectarea 2.1:  Analysis of the economies of Latin America and the Caribbean
Recurrent publiéﬂions | ,

a) Economic Survey of Latin America and the (Zaribbgan, 1995
b) Economic Survey of Latin Americ:_and the Caribbean, 1996

This is an annual publication in basically two parts. The first part provides an overview of recent
trends in Latin America and the Caribbean and analyses changes in the region in the context of the
international economy, as well as macroeconomic policy and inflation, structural problems affecting the
various types of economies, trends in public finances, employment and wages, and the external sector,
devoting a separate chapter to the Caribbean economies. The second part contains individual reports on
most countries of the region, each comprising a systematic analysis of economic trends accompanied by
a set of tables with statistics on growth, employment, foreign trade, the balance of payments, external.
indebtedness, prices, wages, and monetary and fiscal accounts. The survey usually includes a third part
which either analyses a specific economic issue of current importance to the region or deals in greater
depth with the economy of a particular country. In April of each year, a short preliminary report on
economic trends in the region during the preceding year is prepared (primarily for presentation to the -
Economic and Social Council), which serves as a preview of the Economic Survey.

¢) Economic Panorama of Latin America, 1996
d) Economic Panorama of Latin America, 1997

This report, which is published in September of each year, contains a brief but systematic analysis
of the region’s economic performance and current policies, as well as a set of key statistical tables on
trends in economic growth, unemployment, the external sector, inflation, wages and salaries and other
significant economic variables during the first half of the year in the nine or 10 largest economies of the
region.

e) Preliminary Overview of the Economy of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1996

f) Preliminarv‘ko‘verview of the Economy of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1997

The Preliminary Overview is published at the end of each year and describes and assesses the
region’s economic performance. It presents the latest detailed information on comparative trends in the
macroeconomic variables of the region as a whole and of most countries in it. The publication is
presented at an annul press conference held by the Executive Secretary of ECLAC at the end of
December.
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bje 2.2:  Analysis of development strategies and economic and social policies in Latin
America and the Caribbean

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

" i) Meeting of experts to analyse the findings of the study on policies to encourage savings,
investment and increases in productive capacity :

ii) Meeting of experts to review the ﬁndmgs of the study on export—based development strategies
and policies for responding flexibles to external shocks.

b) Non-recurrent publications ’ /

) i) A study on economic policies to encourage savings, investment and increases in productive

capacity and on strategies for changing production patterns with social equity in a context of
environmental sustainability; special emphasis will be placed on analysing delays in the consolidation of -
investment processes, the insufficient level of domestlc savings and the impact of the volatlhty of external
resource flows.

ii) A study on export-based development strategies and policies for responding flexibly to
external shocks arising from the terms of trade and financial flows. The analysis will focus on the
growing structural vulnerability of the region’s economies as a result of their increasing integration in
a fluctuating, uncertain international environment. This vulnerability is reflected in huge external gaps
that are becoming permanent and are being financed with capital flows motivated partly by short-term
factors, and in lack of room to manoeuvre in applying economic policy.

iii) A study on macroeconomic and fiscal policies designed to restore or consolidate
macroeconomic stability. This only will analyse the severe fiscal adjustments of recent years, which
substantially reduced public sector disequilibria, the structural sustamabxl:ty of those adjustments and the
degree of flexibility of budget management ;

iv) A study on the distributive effects of changing production patterns and external and domestic
adjustments, focusing mainly on the question of whether the current recovery of growth will create
conditions for implementing public policies that can tackle the structural causes of poverty and inequity
and meet the needs of the most dlsadvantaged social strata.

c) Techmcal materials

Organizati’onl development and maintenance of a data bank on different subject areas related
to economic development.

d) Operational activities

Advisory seivices | 3 . h

i) Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in
connection with the 1dent1ﬁcat10n of policy options for encouraging savmgs investment and increases in
productnve capacity.
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ii) Projects on fiscal policy, the reform of public policies and fiscal decentralization are expected
to be implemented during the biennium. - ’ ‘

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ‘ :

Subject area 2.3:  Information management for development

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

\ Meeting of experts to analyse experiences in information management for development, in the
context of new advances in the data-processing industry.

b) Recurrent publications

Two issues of the annual Temas especiales de desarrollo will be published during the biennium.

¢) Non-recurrent publications

Two studies on information for development. ‘ ' /

d) Operational activities

i) Advisory services

‘ ‘ - Provision of technical cooperation services, to’ cou,ntr‘\ies of the region that request them,
in the area of information management. : h

- Preparation and- delivery, to countries of the région that request it, of development
information processed by CLADES, through Compact Disk Read Only Memory (CD/ROM).

ii) Group training
Two courses or seminars on information management. r p

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. '

)

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities under this subprogramme will be carried out in cooperation with the substantive units
of ECLAC. Contacts will also be maintained with other United Nations bodies and specialized agencies
and with governmental institutions in the region.
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In particular, the preparation of the Economic Survey, the Economic Panorama and the Preliminary ‘
Overview will be carried out in cooperation with the subregional headquarters and national offices of the
Commission and with the ECLAC Statistics and Economic Projections Division.

‘These three publications will in turn Serve as inputs for the work of the United Nations Department
for Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA), especially the World Economic

Sgrvey .

Lastly, CLADES activities will be carried out in cooperation with various ECLAC divisions and
in contact with other United Nations bodies and regional institutions, such as the Advisory Committee
for the Coordination of Information Systems (ACCIS), the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO), the Latin American Economic System (SELA) and the Latin American Centre for
Development Admlmstratlon (CLAD).

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the subprogramme’s outputs will be ministries of economic affairs and finance,
economic and social planning offices, universities and other academic institutions, libraries, researchers
and scholars working on economi¢ and social development i issues, international economic and financial
agencies and other interested orgamzatlons

The Economlc Panorama and the Preliminary Qverview are in constant use, both within and out31de
the region. The main users include government authorities and ofﬁcxals international agencies, banks and
other private sector bodies, economic research institutes and centres and, in general, institutions,
decision-makers: and researchers who need to have ready access to information and indicators and to
analyses of such mformatxon in order to monitor economic trends in the countries of the region on a
permanent basis.

The Economic Survey will also be used by universities and other academic institutions, whnch
usually include it<in their course bibliographies.

‘The three studies will be distributed very widely on the basis of an up-to-date list of institutions
and individuals. National and international news media are important recipients, because they help
increase the circulation and enhance the xmpact of these publications, which will also be on sale to the
general public. ‘

Finally, the outputs of CLADES activities will be used mairily by government agencies, public and
private research institutes, documentation centres and libraries, researchers and scholars:
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SUBPROGRAMME 3: ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PLANNING

Presentation

Activities under this subprogramme are designed to meet the priorities set for the Latin American
and Caribbean Institute for Economic and Social Planning (ILPES) by member governments of the
Regional Council for Planning. These priorities, which are endorsed by ECLAC, relate to the planning
and coordination of economic and social policies. Accordingly, the Institute will continue to meet the
demand for services in its technical and functional areas through advisory, training and applied research
activities, the latter complementing the activities being carried out by other subprogrammes of the
ECLAC system. . | :

The programme of work for the biennium 1996-1997 covers five subject areas. In the public-sector
programming area, the focus of activities for the biennium will be State-restructuring policies and their
implications for strategic management of the allocation of public resources. Particular attention will be
paid to the development and application of models and methodologies for evaluating the medium-term
macroeconomic and social impact of fiscal policy and to the monitoring of current reforms in the planning
and oversight of budget implementation, in the framework of integrated financial management systems.
As regards economic reforms, priority will be given to analysing two key aspects of the restructuring of
- State corporations: the definition and institutional organization of a regulatory framework for privatized
utilities, and the business organization and institutional arrangements necessary for the efficient
management of public corporations. \ ‘ ' L .

In the area of social policies and projects, emphasis will be placed on the various aspects involved
in the decentralization of social services, focusing particularly on capacity for government, governability,
and decentralization and local government. The first of these topics will cover the coordination of local
social policy with intermediate and national decision-making. Deregulation in social policy and the -
different roles that private social agents are currently required to play will also be considered. Under
governability, the relative weight of the different political and social forces in seeking alliances, consensus
and broad agreements will be examined, together with institutional, political, administrative and legal
reforms for modernizing the management of the State. Under decentralization and local government, the-
focus will be on two activities: the consolidation of a Latin American network of municipal training

“experiments which, as a cooperation mechanism, will concentrate on distance training and educational
television; and exchanges of experience, in response to the new challenges of municipal government in
Latin America, in such areas as business management, provision of social services, participation methods

~and mechanisms, and intersectoral policies. :

In the area of regional planning and policies, work will continue on the preparation of various
methodologies and instruments for supporting development management on the cground. Particular
attention will be paid to increasing regions’ participation in international trade through the export of
high-tech products or products with a high added value, in a context of growing social equity and
participation. Renewed attention will be paid to coordination between regions and municipalities in order
to ensure that public-spending programmes are implemented more efficiently. Work will also be done on
the development and dissemination of a modern concept of "virtual regions”, examining in this context
structural complexity, flexibility and loss of importance of geographical frictions.
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In the subject area of investment projects and planning, work will continue in two complementary
fields: i) microeconomic aspects of the investment project life cycle; and ii) analysis and systematization
of the macroeconomic aspects of public- -investment planning and management and their links with budget
programming. Using an operational, functional approach, systems and methodologies will be designed
that help enhance the quality of public investment and the efficiency of fiscal-resource allocation.

In each of the subject areas mentioned, training activities, which have had an important place in
the Institute’s work, will be carried out at the national, subregional and regional levels, and technical
meetings and seminars will be held on specific issues of priority for the countries of the region. Advisory
services will also continue to be provided, to countrles that request them, in the subject areas on which
ILPES activities are focused.

; The fifth and last subject area‘ covers activities related to cooperation among Latin Ameri¢an and

Caribbean plannmg bodies. In this area, current issues of national, subregional or regional interest in the
sphere of public-policy planning and coordination will be discussed at periodic meetings of the Regional
Council for Planning and of its Presiding Officers. ILPES will also continue to support the promotion
of reciprocal cooperation activities and exchanges of experience in the framework of the System of

Cooperation and Coordination among Planning Bodies of Latin America and the Caribbean
(SCCOPALC). - e ;

1. Activities

Subject ateg 3.1:  Public-sector programming /\
a) ‘nghnical meetingg
i) A technical seminar on gtrategic management of the State and public budgets.
ii) A technical seminar on ecortomic reform experiences iu the countries of the kregion. )
b) Non-recunrent publications |
i) A study on multiannual programnting of budget po)icy. /

ii) A document on experiences in establlshmg regulatory frameworks for the prlvate provision
of publlc services.

- ¢) Operational activities

i) Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperatlon services, to countries of the region that request them,
on issues related to public- sector programming.-
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ii) Qroup‘ training

) . Three 6-week intemational or national courses on economic reforms and strategic public
management, each for approximately 30 participants.

The execution of these activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 3.2:  Social ‘policies and projeéts
a) Techﬁical rﬁeetings
| 1) Two technicai seminars on capacity for goVérnment.
ii) Two technical séminars on deéentraﬁzation and l‘6caly government,

b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A study, in selected countries of the region, on the determinants of capacity for government.

ii) Two documents on governability (one in each year of the biennium).

iii) Two studies on specific aspects of municipal management.

¢) Operational activities
i) Advisory services

N

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries-that request them, on coordination
of local social policies with national decision-making; State restructuring and decision-making processes
based on broad social consensus; and decentralization and local government.

ii) Group training o
Two national and international courses on municipal management.

The execution of these activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 3.3: Regional planning and policies

a) Technical meetings

i) A technical meeting on regional development bodies.

- ii) A technical seminar on management of regiohal development.
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b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A study on regions’ international competitiveness as a factor in attracting investment and
technology.

ii) A document on the concept of “virtual regions" in the development of open regions.

iii) A comparative étudy of regional management models in selected countries of the region.

| ¢) Operational activities
| i) Ad‘vi;sorvy,rservices \
Provision of technical cooperation serviceé, fo ‘countries that request them, on regional
planning and policies. s ‘
ii) Qrg‘ up training‘

) Three S-week international or national courses under the Integrated Laboratory on the
Design of Regional Strategies (LIDER) project, each for approximately 30 participants.

The execution of these activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

ubject area 3.4: Investment projeéts and planning
a) Jnghnical meetings
i) A regional technical meeting on alternative approaches to the social evaluation of projects.

ii) A technical meeting on project banks and investment planning.

b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A handbook on methodologies for identifying, preparing and evaluating social projects, with
special reference to their implementation using microcomputers.

ii) A methodological guide for analysing the macroeconomic impact of public investment.

¢) Operational activities

-

i) Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries that request them, on national
systems of investment planning; methodologies for project preparation, evaluation, follow-up and
monitoring; and training programmes in the relevant areas.
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ii) Group training
Three regional or national courses on investment planning and project evaluation.

The execution of these activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 3.5: Cooperation among Latin American and Caribbean planning bodies

a) Intergovernmental meetings

Organizatitfn and\ servicing of rnéetings of representatives of national plainning bodies: nineteenth
and twentieth meetings of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Council for Planning.

b) Non-recurrent publications .

' ]
Two studies on current issues in the area of economic and social planning.

¢ ‘ ) .
The execution of these activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities under this subprogramme will be carried out in close cooperation with Latin American
and Caribbean national planning bodies, with ECLAC, the Latin, American Demographic Centre
(CELADE), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Department for
Development Support and Management Services, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the
World Bank, and with universities and research centres, private bodies and non-governmental
organizations connected with the planning and coordination of public policy. . :

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users will be government authorities and officials of the countries of the region, -
particularly those working in economic and social policy planning and coordination bodies at the national,
regional, state and local levels and those engaged in planning, programming and management activities

in other bodies and public corporations. -

The subprbgramm‘e’\s outputs will also be used by some public and private institutions such as

universities, academic centres, technical and professional associations, business and labour organizations
and other non-governmental organizations.

Users will be reached through the distribution of publications, training activities, technical meetings
and seminars, technical cooperation and participation in intergovernmental and expert meetings.
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SUBPROGRAMME 4: INDUSTRIAL, SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT

Presentation

After a costly process of adjustment, stabilization and restructurmg, it is predicted that by the
mid-1990s, most countries in the region will be developing new forms of access to the international
economy and resuming a course of strong economic growth. In fact, past experience suggests that one
of the advantages of late development is that once the process begins, a country can grow at far higher
rates than a developed economy, skipping intermediate stages of technological development and rapidly
approachmg the production frontier. ‘

Although  high growth rates are possible, they are not automatic; they require sustained
macroeconomic balances, key prices that reflect real needs and growing participation, on favourable
. terms, in the mternatlonal economy. Moreover, skipping certain stages of development involves acquiring
technology intelligently, adaptating it te local conditions, dlssemmatmg it rapidly within the country and
developing it subsequently. Doing so calls not only for a great deal of entrepreneurial effort and
dynamism, but also for clear and sustained government support for technological modernization, a public
asset that cannot be appropriated by any smgle company but must benefit the entire nation. At this stage,
when the technological frontier is still a long way off, collaboration among firms, research centres and
fgovernments in the region is v1tally important for acquiring, transferring, adaptmg and eventually
improving the technology that -is available internationally; this, in turn, mvolves strengthening the
absorptive capacity of the national innovation system

This absorptive capacity refers not only to the introduction of "hard" technologies —i.e., those
incorporated into machinery and equipment— but also, and primarily, to "soft" technologies, Wthh
require little physical investment and relate mainly, in production processes, to the reorganization of
working methods, quality control, "just-in-time" production techniques and the demands made of
suppliers. In marketing, they relate to the constant monitoring of market trends and to clear 1dent1ﬁcatlon
of the niche or segment m which the firm has or can acquire a comparatlve advantage

Furthermore, the reglon s chances of embarking on a process of rapid economic growth will depend
on how quickly it develops a second more complex, export-phase in which dynamism comes from the
growing added value of output, from using the advantages of agglomeration by forming production
complexes that incorporate more backward and forward linkages, and from the penetration of new,
dynamic markets where. earmngs are: higher and quality requirements are increasingly rigorous.

The overall objectlve of this subprogramme, which will be implemented, w1th the help of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), by the Joint ECLAC/UNIDO Industrial
and Technological Development Unit of the Division of Production, Productivity and Management, is
to support the region’s governments in formulating policies for developmg their countries’ capacity to
acquire, adapt and disseminate the best available technologies and practices, thereby gaining and
consolidating competitive advantages based on thelr own growing process of mnovatlon

The specnﬁc activities of the subprogramme for the biennium 1996-1997 are grouped into five
subject areas which, though important individually, are closely interrelated. The Unit will make an
ongoing, systematic analysis of trends in industrial, scientific and technologlcal activity in the region;
support countries in designing mdustnal development strategles for acqumng and consolidating
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international competitiveness; design and promote policies for acquiring, disseminating and effecting
innovations in technology; analyse and formulate policies for strengthening sectoral linkages and linkages
between large firms and small and medium-sized firms and between the production system and
technological infrastructure; and provide advice and training on industrial and technological development
strategies. ,

Lastly, efforts under this subprogramme will be multiplied by incorporating the Unit into a regional
network linking the main national research and policy.centres on restructuring and competitiveness. The
resulting exchanges of experience will not only keep ECLAC abreast of progress in this area in the
region, but will also allow it to focus on conducting comparative and overall studies. At the same time,
it will enhance the capacity of governments and of the various centres in the network to draw on the
experience of the rest of the region in designing industrial and technological development strategies and
policies. : ;

1. Activities

Subject area 4.1:  Analysis of industrial, scientific and technological trends in Latin America and the
Caribbean o r

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to analyse trends in industrialization, technological progress and international
competitiveness in Latin America and the Caribbean.

b) Non-recurrent publications
A study on industrialization patterns in Latin America and the Caribbean.

¢) Operational activities

Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services to countries that request them, on industrial,
scientific and technological development. f

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. -

‘Subject area 4.2: Industrial policy strategies for consolidating international coxﬁpetitiveness

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to analyse the factors that account for the successful development of new,
non-traditional exports and to study policy proposals for accelerating that process.
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b) Non-recurrent publicatioris :

i) Three studies in countries to be determined, on the experiences of firms that have successfully
developed non-traditional exports, contrasting them with experiences that did not achieve that objective.

ii) A compdrative arralyéis of the most widely replicable asbects .of the studies on firms’
successful experiences in developing non-traditional exports.

iif) A study on criteria for the design of strategies and policies to consolidate. mternatronal
competitiveness, based on an analysis of the factors that account for the success of certain experiences
in developing non-traditional exports. Special emphasis will be placed on aspects related to scales of
production, technology transfer and prior development aimed at the domestic market.

¢) Operatignal activities

. Advisory services o

'
1

- Provision of technical cooperation services to countries that request them, on industrial policy
-strategies aimed at consolidating international competitiveness. . :

d) Intermediate activities ' o \

\
\

Formulatlon ofa regional pro;ect on industrial policy strategles for consolidating mternatlonal
competrtrveness o

The execution of the activity descrrbed in b) i), like that of operatlonal actlvmes will be partially
subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources. : ; \
Subject area 4.3: Policies for acquiring, disseminating and effecting innovationsin technology

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to examine and evaluate progress in the application of policies for acquiring,
disseminating and effecting innovations in technology in the countries of the region.

b) Non-recurrent publications

¢ i) A study on the acquisition and transfer of technology from abroad with emphasis on the need
to accelerate the learning process and reduce the costs of technology transfer.

ii) A study on the design of policies aimed at rapidly dlssemmatmg better orgamzatlonal and
productlon ‘technologies and practlces within the reglon v
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) Opérati‘ohal activities
- Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation sé‘rvices, to countries of the region that request them, on the
design of policies for acquiring, disseminating and effecting innovations in technology.

5

d) Intermediate activity

Formulation of a regional project aimed at pmmoting policies for acquiring, disseminating and
effecting innovations in technology. :

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. :

Subject area 4.4: Strengthening of sectoral linkéfges and linkages between largye firms and small and
medium-sized firms and between technologicalx‘infrastructure and the production
system ‘ ;

a) Non-recurrent publications

i) A study of sectoral lihkage’ policies that envisage wider dissemination of technology or
strengthen links with foreign markets through better product design and stricter quality standards.

Il

ii) A study on policies to support linkages between technological infrastructure and the
production system. ' ‘

iii) A study on strengthening the linkages between large firms and small and medium-sized firms
in countries of the region:

b) Operational activities

Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services to countries that request them, on the aforementioned
topics. o o

The execution of operational activities and of the activity described in a) iii) will be subject to the
availability of extrabudgetary resources. . S :

4
S

ject area 4.5:  Training in industrial and technological dévelopment strategies
a) Recurrent publications ’ ‘ /
Biannual report, entitled Industrializacién y_desarrollo tecnolégico, which will emphasize

analysis of the processes of technological innovation and international competitiveness.
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b) Non-recurrent publications
~Two annual reports containing summaries of the main studies conducted by researchers in the -
region on industrial restructuring and competitiveness.

¢) Operational activities
Qrggp training

Provision of training services on ‘industrial and technological development in the form of
specialized courses for government professionals and technicians or collaboration with universities, to
countries of the region that request them. : , g

d) Interm diate a 'tivi

Strengthenmg of a network of research centres in the region, in the area of industrial
restructuring and competitiveness.

The execution of operational actlvmes and of ‘the actlvnty described in b) wnll be subject to the
avallabnllty of extrabudgetary resources.

2. Inter-agency cooperation and ligison

‘Activities under this subprogramme will be carried out in close cooperation with the ECLAC
system, especially the divisions most directly concerned with the issue of changing production patterns,
namely: Economic Development; International Trade, Finance and Transport; Social Development;
Natural Resources and Energy; Environment and Human Settlements and Statistics and Economic
Projections. -

Constant contact will be maintained with international agencies' and academic institutions, both
within and outside the region, particularly the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),
the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the International Development
Research Centre (IDRC) and the regional economlc commissions of the United Natlons

~ Relations will also be strengthened and consolldated with the’ dlrect agents of the industrialization
~process in the countries of the region, such as government bodies, business, labour, technical and,
professional associations and academic centres. In particular, activities under this subprogramme are
expected to provide a channel for the provision of services to the network of national research centres
on industrial restructuring and competitiveness. k

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the subprogramme’s outpnts will be government authorities and officials
responsible for formulating and executing industrial and technolog1cal development strategles policies
and programmes in the countries of the region. -
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'International, regional and subregional bodies wnll also use the subprogramme s outputs, as will
other public and private institutions, such as universities, academic and research centres, technical and
professional associations and business and labour organizations, concerned with the issue.

Users will be reached through the distribution of documents and publications, technical cooperation,
training activities and participation in intergovernmental and expert meetings.



27
SUBPROGRAMME 5: INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT FINANCING,

Presentation

The economic and social development of Latin America and the Caribbean is directly and closely
linked to the evolution and prospects of the region’s international trade and the external ﬁnancmg it is
- able to obtain.

The overall objectives of this subprogramme are to assist the member countries in designing
~ policies and actions to expand trade flows and obtain effective access to extrarégional markets; to provide
them with analytical information and policy recommendations on options for diversifying trade and
financial relations; to support them in formulating concerted reglonal positions in the different multilateral
negotiating forums in which they participate; and, in the field of development financing, to contribute to
the preparation and design of policies for strengthening the capacity to generate domestic saving and
- efficiently channel it to investment, and of. proposals for improving the conditions and terms of the
- external debt. ~.

The programme of work for the biennium 1996-1997 comprises three clusters of subject areas. The
first of these, consisting of subject areas 5.1 to 5.3, deals with trends in the region’s external sector and
the analysis of trade policy options. In order to provide the countries of the region with up-to-date
information and analyses for timely decision-making, an'annual report will be prepared on trends in the
international economic relations of Latin America and the Caribbean, emphasizing the recent behaviour
of trade and financial flows and the most important developments in b1]atera1 and multilateral trade policy
_with economies outside the region and in intraregional integration policy. The report will also selectively
analyse those aspects of the global economic situation that are clearly important for the performance of
the Latin American economy.

This first cluster of subject areas also includes the implementation of various activities in the field
of commercial and foreign trade policies, focusing on various issues of particular interest to the region.
One study will examine the successes and limitations of trade policy reforms- in the countries of the
region, with a view to identifying the best options for promoting changing production patterns with social
equity. Another will focus on the detailed analysis of specific ways of promoting exports, in the light of
the new requirements resulting from the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT). A third study will analyse key aspects of the relationship between trends in'the regions foreign
: trade and changing productlon patterns with social; equity.

The second cluster, consisting of subject areas 5.4 and 5.5, comprises the preparation of a number
of systematic studies of the economic relations of Latin America and the Caribbean with the main
countries in the major trading blocs: the United States and Canada the European Economic Community
(ECC) and neighbouring economies, and Japan and the countries of East and South-East Asia. The studies
will investigate the nature of the problems inherent in these relations, analyse recent economic events
linked with these trading blocs and formulate proposals which could be the subject of bilateral or
multilateral negotiations. The studies will focus not only on the individual countries or groups of
developed market-economy countries with which there have traditionally been greater trade and financial
flows, but also on the developing countries with which there is greater potennal for expanding economic
relations, for instance, those of East and South-East Asia. ~
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Lastly, the third cluster, comprising subject areas 5.6 to 5 .8, covers activities in three substantive
areas of development financing, namely: policies and instruments to strengthen savings and capital
formation; monetary and financial policies for development; and financial aspects of social policies.
Specific issues related to topics analysed in previous bienniums will 'be dealt with in each of these areas.
The first area will focus on analysing policies for attracting and regulating foreign capital in the form of
portfolio investments; the second will review experiences in applying stabilization and adjustment policies
to achieve single-digit inflation; and the third will study the financial aspects of providing social services,
focusing on one specific area of social policy.

It should also be mentioned that, as in previous bienniums, technical cooperation will continue to
be provided, to countries that request it in the fields indicated in the various subject areas.

1. Activities .

ject area A Evolution and prospects of the external sector of Latin America and the Caribbean

Non-recurrent publications

Two annual reports on the evolution of the external sector of Latin America and the Caribbean,
including an evaluation of predicted trends. : :

Subject area 5.2: = Latin American and Caribbean trade policies: analysis and options

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to examine the region’s trade policies and identify and analyse suggestions
for action. : :

b) Non-recurrent publications

1) A document on the successes and limitations of trade policy reforms in Latin America and
the Caribbean. : /

ii) A study on new ways of promoting exports in the countries of the region.

~

¢) Qperational activities

Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in the
area of trade policy. o
| .
The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. : ‘ :
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Subject area 5.3: Specific issues related to foreign trade in Latin America and the Caribbean
a) Non-recurrent publications

A study on the relationship between trends in the region’s foreign trade and changing production
patterns with social equity.

b) Operational activities
Advisory servi

. Provision of technical cooperatron services, to countries of the region that request them, in the
area of foreign trade.

The execution of operational actlvrtres will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources.
rea 5.4: Economic“'\relatyions' with developed market-economy countries
a) Non-recurrent publications
i) Two documents updating and expanding on specific aspects of international economic
relations and cooperation between Latin America and the Caribbean and the developed market-economy
countries: the United States, ECC member countries, or Japan.
if) Two annual studies on the United States economy (English only).
iii) Two annual studies on the Canadian economy (Eﬁg]ish only).

b) Information materials and services

i) CEPAL News (24 issues), a monthly publication, in Englrsh only, prepared by the ECLAC
- office in Washington, D C. (1996—1997)

ii) Dissemination of ECLAC documents through the ECLAC office in Washington, D.C.
(1996-1997). -

¢) Operational activities

Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in the
~ area of economic cooperation with developed market-economy countries.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ‘
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Subject area 5.5: - Economic relations with developing countries

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts on economic and‘finan,cial cooperation with the countries of East and
South-East Asia. ‘ . : ’

b) Non-recurrent publications

A document analysing the economic relations of Latin Ainerica\and the Caribbean with the
developing countries of Asia and proposing courses of action at the national, bilateral and multilateral
~ level to expand those relations. - \ :

¢) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in the
‘area of economic cooperation with the Asian countries. ‘

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ' ' ‘

Subject area 5.6: Savings and capital formation

Meeting of experts on policies for attracting and regulating foreign capital flows in the form
of portfolio investments. : ‘

b) Non-recurrent publications

A study on policies for attracting and regulating foréign Capital flows in the form of portfolio
investments. * »

¢) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in
connection with policies for attracting and regulating foreign capital flows in the form of portfolio
investments. | ~ ’ :

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ' |
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Subject area 5.7 Monetary and financial policies for development

a) Qrganization and subs;an;ive servicing of meetin‘\gs of experts

\
7/ y

Meeting of experts to review experiences in applymg stablhzatlon and adjustment policies to
achieve smgle-dlglt mﬂatlon in counmes of Latin Amerlca and the Carlbbean

A

b) Non—recgrrent pgbllcatlogs ‘
A document on stabilization and adjustment policies for achieving single-digit inflation.
¢) Operational activities

Advi‘sory sgrvice

y

Provision of technical cooperatlon services, to countnes of the region that request them, in the
area of stabilization and adjustment policies. ’

The execution of operatlonal actlvmes will be subject to the avallabnhty of extrabudgetary
resources. U

ubject .8:  Financial asfoects of social policies
a) Ngn-reggrreng p_ub‘licationg

A study on the financial - aspects of social pohcnes focusmg on one specnﬁc area to' be-
determmed

b) Operational activities
visory servi

Provnsnon of techmcal cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in
connectlon with financial aspects of social pohcnes

'W "
B

The execution of operational act1v1t1es wnll be subject to the avallablhty of extrabudgetary
resources. A : ‘ : \

2.  Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities under this subprogramme w1ll be carried out primarily by means of exchanges of
information and technical consultations with the subreglonal headquarters and offices of ECLAC in a
number of countries. For most of these activities, similar relations will also be mamtamed with the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the Latin Amerlcan Economlc System
(SELA) and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
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Depending on the subject area and the nature of the corresponding activities, periodic consultations
will also be held with other international, regional and subregional bodies. Thus, for the implementation
of activities related to export promotion, periodic consultations' will be held with the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB), the Latin American Association of ‘Development Financing Institutions
(ALIDE), the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), the Latin American Bank for Exports (BLADEX),
the Andean Development Cérporatiop (ADC), the Latin American Integration Association (LAIA), and
the Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI).

In the area of economic relations with developed market-ecdnomy countries, periodic consultations
will be held with the persons in charge of the corresponding UNCTAD and SELA activities and with the
groups of Latin American and Caribbean countries (GRULACS) in New York, Geneva and Brussels.

In the area of commercial and . financial links with Asian - developing countries, periodic

consultations will be held with the corres'pqhding United Nations regional economic commission, the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). r

Lastly activities related to financial policy will be implemented mainly within the framework of the
joint ECLAC/UNDP regional project in this field, in contact with the subregional headquarters and
offices of ECLAC in a number of countries and with the relevant international agencies.

3. Users and anticipatéd uses of outputs

The main users of this subprogramme’s outputs will be government authorities and officials of the
countries of the region, particularly those involved in the design, execution and management of strategies
and policies in the areas of foreign trade, international trade negotiations and development financing, and
some private-sector institutions, such as.producers’ and exporters’ associations, chambers of commerce
and other development bodies concerned with the issues addressed by this subprogramme. Other users
will include regional and subregional agencies, academic institutions, research centres and other bodies
concerned with economic cooperation. - . : : :

Users will be reached through the distribution of documents and publications, the provision of
information materials and services, technical cooperation, periodic consultations and ‘contacts, and
participation in intergovernmental and expert meetings. :
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SUBPROGRAM‘ME 6: NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY

Pre sentation , \ . AN

Natural resources ‘and energy are essential to the process of changing production patterns in the
countries of Latin America and the Caribbean, and therefore play a strategic role by virtue both of their
economic value and of their usefulness for human development. In view of this fact and of the urgent
need to conserve resources and avoid damaging the environment, the countries of the region must learn
more about thelr available resource potentlal and improve their resource management practices.

It is hoped that, by the mid-1990s, the natural resource management policies undertaken by the
countries of the region will be consistent with the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development and with the relevant aspects of Agenda 21, not only in the areas directly considered in this
subprogramme but also in other related and relevant areas, such as.biodiversity, blotechnology, the
atmosphere, health, and hazardous products and wastes ‘

The activities to be carried out under this subprogramme during the biennium 1996- 1997 will cover
three subject areas: the management, sustainable use and economlcs of natural resources and energy.

In the first subject area, a number of studies will be conducted on the management of natural
resources and energy. Particular attention will be paid to analysing policies for integrated water resources
management, based on case-studies in various countries of the region.- A comparatlve study will also be
made of amendments to mining legislation, and research wrll be conducted on-changes in energy policy
and strategies for protecting biodiversity. : /

In the second subject area, several studies will be made of natural resource and energy use. An
analysis will be made of the effects of environmental legislation on mining investments, progress in
implementing -the recommendations of Agenda 21 concerning the protection and quality of water
resources, the operation of existing cooperation mechanisms in relation to straddling stocks and hlghly
migratory species and efficiency of energy consumptlon in mdustry and mining.

Lastly, in the third subject area, attention will focus on various aspects of the economics of natural
resources. Studies will be made of specific issues such as the use of prices in water resources
management, the economic and financial participation of the countries of the region in the administration
of the international seabed area, and the design of methodologies for assessmg the economic value of
natural resources. /

‘In ‘addition to these specific activities, backstopping will be provided to countries with a view to
improving the region’s bargaining position in international forums concerned with the development of the
region’s natural resources, and to 1dentlfymg and promoting horizontal cooperation activities among the
relevant organizations. -

Work will also continue on the periodic evaluation and statistical analysis of selected natural
resources, particularly water, minerals and energy sources: These activities are of an ongoing nature and
lend both continuity and support to the work being done by the Natural Resources and Energy Division,
which is in charge of the execution of this subprogramme. ‘ ‘
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It should be noted that the Natural Resources and Energy Division coordinated the region’s focal
points for monitoring the implementation of relevant aspects of Agenda 21 and of the recommendations
of the Committee on Natural Resources and the Commission on Sustainable Development, and support
for the Latin American Mining Organization (OLAMI), the Network for Cooperation in Integrated Water
Resources Management for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean and the Latin
American Energy Organization (OLADE). These functions, and others related to the environmentally
sustainable management of natural resources, will continue to figure among subprogramme activities.

1. Activities

Subject area 6.1: Natural resource and energy management for development

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

i) Meeting of experts on integrated water management of the national hydrographic basins of
countries of the region. ~

if) Meeting of experts to review the findings of the comparative study on amendments to the
mining legislation of the producer countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A document analysing policies for the integrated water management of hydrographic basins
in certain countries of the region.’ : , N

ii) A comparative study of amendments to the mining legislation of the main producer countries
of Latin America and the Caribbean. ‘ : ‘

iii) A study on energy policy reforms in selected countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

iv) A study on strategies for protect‘ing biodiversity in the region.
~ © Operational activities ‘\
i)  Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them,
with a view to improving their capacity for integrated natural resources management.
S )

if) Group training

Organization of two annual 5-day courses and preparation of teaching materials on natural
resources management procedures for sustainable development.
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d) Intermediat activ'ties

i) Four case-studies, in countrles to be determined, on mtegrated water management policies
for hydrographlc basins. ‘ :

ii) Support for the activities of the Network for Cooperatlon in Integrated Water Resources
Management for Sustainable Development in Latin America and \the Caribbean.

iii) Support for subreglonal or regional initiatives concerning; specnfic aspects of chapter 17 of
Agenda 21, on protection of the oceans, all kinds of seas, including enclosed and semi-enclosed seas, and
coastal areas and the protection, ratlonal use and development of their hvmg resources.

iv) Support in the area of mining development for the Latin Amerlcan Integration Association -
(LAIA), the Board of the Cartagena Agreement, OLAMI and the Latin American Economic System
(SELA).

v) Support in the area of energy development for the Latin Amencan State Petroleum
Enterprises Mutual Aid Association (ARPEL) and OLADE
~The execution of operatlonal activmes will be subJect to the avallablllty of extrabudgetary
resources. :

Subject area 6.2:  Utilization of natural resources and energy

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meetmg of experts to review the ﬁndmgs of the study on the efficiency of energy consumptxon
in industry and mining. \ | : N

b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A document on the progress made by the countrles of the reglon in 1mplementmg the various
recommendations of chapter 18 of Agenda 21, including those on the protection of the quality of water
resources and the application of integrated approaches to-their development, management and use.

ii) A study analysmg the effects of environmental leglslatlon on mining mvestments

iii) A document on the functioning of the cooperatlon mechamsms adopted by the Umted
Nations Conference on Straddlmg Fish Stocks and nghly Migratory Fish Stocks as regards the reglon s
coastal countries. , ‘

iv) A study on the efficiency of energy consumption in industry and mining.

/
/
e ’
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¢) Intermediate activities

Support for the work of international agencies, public bodies and non-governmental
organizations in implementing the agreements contained in Agenda 21,

The execution of the activity mentioned in a) will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resourees. :

Subject area 6.3: Economics of natural resources

a) Non-recgrréqt publications

i) A study on the use of prices in water resources management.

ii) A study on the alternatives for economic and financial participation by the countries of the
region in the administration of the international seabed area, in accordance with the relevant negotiations
related to the United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea.

iii) A study on methodologies for assessing the economic value of natural resources.

The execution of the activity mentioned in a) iii) will be subjéct to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. :

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities under this subprogramme will be E:arried out in consultation with various programmes
and units of the United Nations system and with other international, regional and subregional bodies,
according to subject area. ‘ ‘

In the work on mining resources, periodic consultations will be held with the Joint ECLAC/UNIDO
Industrial and Technological Development Unit —within the ECLAC system— and with OLAMI, LAIA,
the Board of the Cartagena Agreement and SELA. - «

The activities related to water resources will be executed in consultation with the Commission on
Sustainable Development, the Subcommittee on Water Resources of the United Nations Administrative
Committee on Coordination (ACC), and other international agencies such as the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Organization of American States (OAS), the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the Inter-American
Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank. : S

In the area of ocean resources, there will be a permanent system of consultation with the Office
for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the United Nations Secretariat, the UNEP Regional Seas
Programme Activity Centre, the UNESCO Regional Office for Science and Technology for Latin America
and the Caribbean (UNESCO/ROSTLAC), the Association for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions
(IOCARIBE) of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (I0C), FAO, the presidency of the

{
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-

Latin American Group in the Preparatory Commission for the International Seabed Authority and the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, and various institutionalized fisheries forums and
intergovernmental bodies such as the Permanent Commission for the South Pacific and other bodies
belonging to different subregions. ‘

For the execution of the activities related to energy, periodic consultations will be held with
OLADE, the ECLAC Statistics and Economic Projections Division and the Umted Nations Commission
on Sustainable Development.

‘3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

- The main users of the subprogrammé’s outputs will be countries’ governmental and private bodies
and agencies in charge of various activities related to the planning, coordination, management, design,
formulation and execution of projects in specific areas related to natural resources and energy.

/

Other users will include international, regional and subregional bodies working in ,relat’é)d fields.

The publications provided for in this subprogramme could be used as reference documents in
intergovernmental, inter-agency and inter-company negotiations and for the formulation of development
plans and policies in the above-mentioned fields. They will also serve as information documents for
governments, business associations and chambers, academlc mstntutxons and research and training centres
in Latin America and the Caribbean. -

Users will be reached through the distribution of pubhcatlons parucxpatnon in governmental and
expert meetings and the provision of technical cooperation services.
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’SUBPROGRAMME 7: ENV\IRONMEN'I; AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS:

Presentation

In recent years, regional and ‘international public opinion has manifested a growing concern about
the situation of the environment and human settlements. The Latin American and Caribbean countries’
active participation in the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development the sxgmng
of the Rio Declaration by all of their Governments and the launching of the activities recommended in
Agenda 21 reveal a recognition of the close relatlonshlp between development and the environment, while
at the same time reaffirming the region’s commitment to meetlng the challenges of seeking sustainable,
equitable development. :

This recognition of the link between environment and development refers both to the lmportance
of the natural resource base and environmental services for ensuring sustainable development and
changing production patterns and to the demands that urban population growth makes on the man-made
environment and the latter’s shortcomings in provndmg housing of a standard compatible with the idea
of sustainable development.

In this context, the programme of work for the blenmum 1996 1997, which comprlses six closely
interrelated subject areas, is des1gned prlmarnly to support the design of progranfmes and policies in the
areas mentioned and to enhance the countries’ capacity to manage mstruments with which they can meet
their established goals.

The first subject area will deal with the implementation of integrated systems of environmental
information for human settlements, specifically in order to-improve decision-making processes aimed at
strengthening environmentally sound urban management at the national and local levels. The activities
planned comprise the design of operational methodologies for generating environmental information on
urban areas that is compatible with the information existing in the economic and social fields; the
convening of a meetmg of experts to study substantive aspects of environmental information systems in
the countries of the region and to evaluate the possibility of integrating them into a reglonal network; and
the provision to countries of technical cooperation services in this area.

The activities to be carried out in the second subject area will focus specifically on momtormg the
region’s implementation of Agenda 21. Special emphasis will be placed on analysing the economic,
institutional and legal obstacles to the 1mp1ementatxon of the priority actions recommended in Agenda 21
and on studying the efﬁclency of the financial mechanisms established to support those actions.

The third subject area will consist of activities aimed at contmumg and intensifying analyses and
studies of the relationship between changing production patterns and sustainable development. In
particular, two topics that are likely to have a significant influence on the region’s development will be
addressed: the repercussions of environmental policies on international trade, and the growing economic
importance of conserving biodiversity. With regard to the first topic, the potential effects of ecological
restrictions on patterns of international trade will be analysed, with special reference to the application
of principles of eco-quality to the production, marketing and export of the region’s products and to the
possible use of environmental -issues to erect unjustified trade barriers. With regard to biodiversity,
special emphasis will be placed on analysing the economic effects of negotiations related to biodiversity
regulations, management and conservation, a tOplC that will be examined at a meeting of experts;
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consideration will also.be given to the fact that although the region’s\many biomes rich in biological
diversity can have high added value in the international market, the countries possessmg such biomes
often do not reap their economic benefits. : , ‘ C

The fourth subject area will focus on activities aimed specifically at analysing the progress made
by the countries of the region in the areas of environmentally sustainable agriculture and sound waste
control and management, with special emphasis/on the issue of hazardous wastes. Two studies and a
meeting ‘of experts on these topics are planned and techmcal cooperation services in this area will be
provnded to the member States.

The fifth subject area concerns the management of human settlements. The housing and urban
infrastructure construction sector will be analysed further, with special emphasis on its: links to the
process of changing production patterns with social equity and on the formulation of proposals for its
modernization and standardization. Moreover, action will be taken to put- into. practice the measures
agreed upon at the Regional Meeting of Ministers ‘and High-level Authorities of the Housing and Urban
Development Sector in Latin America and the Carlbbean for which ECLAC acts as technical secretariat.
As such, ECLAC will continue to support the activities of this body during the blenmum, mainly by
preparing studies and documents; consolidating a technical cooperation network among the countries of
the region, to function as a forum for ongoing consultation and exchanges of knowledge and technical
instruments; and providing technical cooperation to the member States for - implementing the
- recommendations of the ministerial meetings. A regional technical cooperanon prOJect will also be
~ executed in support of these activities. = ,

Lastly, the sixth subject area comprises activities designed to strengthen the management capacity
of local governments through the formulation of instruments and methodologles for environmentally
sustainable urban administration. In this field, special attention w1ll be given to the application of
innovative mechanisms for more efficient allocation and use of available resources at the local level in
order to broaden the coverage of urban mfrastructure especlally as regards basic samtatxon health and
the environment:

. N ) <
hY i
. N /

1.  Activities
MLJ_ Integrated environmental information syStems for urban areas

a) Qrganization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

~Meeting of experts ‘to study the comp\étibility among countries’ existing environmental |
information systems and to evaluate the possibility of setting up regional networks.

b) Non-recurrent publications

A study on methodologies for generating envnronmental data for urban areas that are compatible
- with estabhshed information systems in the economic and socm] ﬁelds

N

N
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¢) Operational activities
Advisory services

i) Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries that request them, on systems and
methods for evaluating the economic and social costs of environmentally unsound urban management.

ii) Provision of . technical cooperation - services, to countries that request them, for the
implementation and operation of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and remote sensing systems.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ‘ - :

* Subject area 7.2: Monitoring of the implementation(of Agenda 21 in the region

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to -analyse the operation and efficiency of the economic and financial
mechanisms to be used to implement Agenda 21 in the countries of the region.
’ ‘ : ’ b . ‘~

b) Non-recurrent publications

. A study on the economic, institutional and legal obstacles to the implementation of the priority
actions for the region recommended in Agenda 21. '

¢y Intermediate activities - ¢

Preparation of yearly régional reports analysing the implementation of the main agreements
adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, for submission to the
Commission on Sustainable Development (General Assembly resolution 47/191).

The execution of the activity described in a) will be subject to the ‘ayailability of extrabudgetary
resources. :

;Sgbieg; area 7.3: The‘rélationship between changing production patterns and sustainable development

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to examine the economic effects of negotiations concerning biodi{/ersity
regulations, management and conservation in the countries of the region, ‘

b) Non-recurrent publications

\ .
i) A study of the effects of restrictions based on environmental issues on the region’s patterns

of international trade. .

1
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ii) A document on the reglonal repercussions of bilateral or multilateral free trade agreements,
taking into account the evolutlon of international and regional environmental pohcnes
iii) A study on the evolution of the process of technology transfer for sustainable development.
Subject area 7.4: EnvirOnmentally sustainable development ‘management in the agricultural and
* industrial sectors; pohcles for household and industrial waste management and
control

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to analyse the progress made in environmentally sound waste management
in the countries of the region, with special emphasis on the issue of hazardous wastes.

b) Non—recurrent publications

i)A study on the progress made i in envnronmentally sound waste management in Latin’ Amerlca
.and the Caribbean,

ii) A study/on the progress made in developing env1ronmentally sustamable agrnculture in Latm
America and the Carlbbean

¢) Operational activities | L
visory services

i) Provision of technical cooperatnon services, to countrles that request them on waste
management and control.

ii) Provision of technical cooperatlon services, to countries that request them on sustainable
agricultural development

The execution of all the activities m this subject area will be subject to the availability of
extrabudgetary resources

Subject area 7.5: Management of human settlements

a) Provision of documentation services for intgrgovernmental meeting‘s'

Regxonal Meeting of Ministers and ngh -level  Authorities of the Housmg and Urban
Development Sector in Latin America and the Caribbean, held every two years.

b) Organizati'gn and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to analyse and evaluate the progress made in modernizing and standardizing
construction systems for housing and urban infrastructure in Latin America and the Caribbean.
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¢) Non-recurrent publications

A study on changing production patterns in the housing and urban mfrastructure construction
sector m the countries of the region, and proposals for its modernization.

d) Operational activities
A'dvisory services

i) Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries that request them, on the
management of human settlements, with special reference to the modernization and standardization ‘of
construction systems for housing and urban infrastructure, -

ii) Provision of technical cooperatlon serwces to countries that request them, for implementing
the recommendations of the mlmsterlal meetings.

e) Intermediate activities ;

Support for actlvmes and preparatlon\of documents for the Reglonal Meeting of Ministers and
High-level Authormes of the Housmg and Urban Development Sector in Latin America and the
Caribbean.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the avallablhty of extrabudgetary
resources.

Subject area 7.6:  Urban management and local governments
a) anization and substantiv rvicing of meetings of experts -

Meeting of experts to evaluate progress in the area of urban management in medium-sized cities
of Latin America. ; Sy :

b) Non-recurrent publications

A study on strengthening the urban management capacity of local governments, in countries of
the region to be determined.

¢) Operational activities

J
Advisor rvice

'
J

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries that request them, in the areas of urban
management

The execution of all the activities in this subject area will be subject to the avallablhty of
extrabudgetary resources /
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2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison
. /

Activities under this subprogramme will be carried out in close coopération with other divisions
and entities of the ECLAC system, especially. the Natural Resources and Energy Division and the
Division of Production, Productivity and Management for work related to sustainable development and
the Latin American Demographic Centre (CELADE), the Latin American Centre for. Economic and Social
Documentation (CLADES) and the Statistics and Economic PrOJectlons Division for the implementation
of integrated economic-environmental information systems.

According to their nature and subject area, activities will also be carried out in cooperation with
programmes and units of the United Nations system, especially the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (U NCHS/HABITAT).

<
!

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the outputs generated by these activities will be government authorities and
officials of the countries of the region, especially those connected with national development planning,
economic agencies and institutions dealing with problems of the environment and human settlements and
municipal and local entities responsible for managing, formulating and .implementing pol|c1es

programmes and projects on urban environmental management : 2

Other 1mportant users of the subprogramme’s outputs will be public and private institutions such
as universities and academic and applied research centres, technical, professional and business associations
connected with development, environmental protectlon and housing constructlon and fmance and related
non—governmental orgamzatlons ' ‘ /

Users will be reached through the distribution of documents and publications, technical cooperatlon
training activities and participation in intergovernmental and expert meetings.
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SUBPROGRAMME 8: POPULATION

Presentation .

For the countries of the region, overcoming poverty is one of the main challenges for éffectively
achieving social equity. Poverty is expected to decline in the biennium 1996-1997, since most of the costs
of economic restructuring in the region will have alréady been absorbed.

The search for social equity will take place under more favourable demographic conditions than
in the past. Lower fertility rates will relieve pressure on job creation and the demand for social services,
thereby freeing resources for improving the quality of education and maternal and child health and
nutrition. The latter variables are intimately involved in the reproduction of poverty and are the two most
important components of investment in human capital. ‘

Even though fertility has declined noticeably, the decline has not been uniform either within or
between countries. The less developed countries still have high fertility rates and therefore lag far behind
in the area of demographic equity. The decline has also been uneven among social groups. Among the
poorest strata, peasants, landless rural workers and ethnic minorities, women still have a greater average
number of children, thereby continuing the intergenerational reproduction of poverty.

It is hoped that by the end of 1995, most countries of the region will have completed the initial
processing of data from their 1990 population and housing censuses. The decentralization of planning and
decision-making will lead to greater democratization in the area of data processing. The use of census
databases with spatial references through the programme designed by the Latin American Demographic
Centre (CELADE) for the retrieval of data for small areas by microcomputer (REDATAM-Plus), in
conjunction with some kind of geographical data system, will become routine among regional, provincial
and municipal authorities and will contribute to wider dissemination and use of population census data
than in the past. ; ' : - :

All of this will undoubtedly present huge challenges for CELADE during the biennium, since there
will be a greater need for up-to-date knowledge of demographic trends and their determinants and
consequences, especially for use in public policies, regional and local planning and the design of activities
targeting priority population groups. Training of national personnel will have to be strengthened in the
areas of population studies and the incorporation of demographic factors into development programmes
and policies, with special emphasis on the adoption of technological innovations in population data and
analysis and their use in local decision-making. ‘ ‘ \

With a view to meeting these requirements, during the biennium 1996-1997 CELADE, the
institution in charge of this subprogramme within the ECLAC system, will concentrate its efforts on
increasing countries self—Sufﬁciency with respect to demographic studies and analyses, promoting their
interdependence in this field and providing them with more efficient services at the regional level. The
population subprogramme will cover eight subject areas and involve the provision of technical
cooperation, applied research, training, information and technology transfer, taking a multidisciplinary
approach to population and development.
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The activities provided for in the programme of work will be aimed mainly to support countries
in such areas as up-to-date knowledge of demographic trends and their determinants and consequences;
incorporation of population variables into social policies and programmes and into socio-economic
investment projects; analysis and design of policies and actions on trends in the growth and spatial
distribution of population and of specific priority. groups; strengthening of the capacity of national
~ institutions to use multidisciplinary population information and facilitate data transmission and exchanges
and access to the corresponding technology; and training of national personnel in the areas of population
studies and the incorporation of demographic factors into development programmes and policies.

1. Activities

Subject a@ 8.1: Analysis of the demographic situation and demographic inputs for development
- plans and programmes | ”

a) Recurrent publications

Four issues of the twice- yearly publlcatlon Boletin Demograﬁc

b) Non- recurrent publications ’

Four publlcatrons on populatlon estimates and prOJectlons, in coordmatlon with mstrtutrons of
countries to be determined.

Y

¢) Operational activities

. -~ .
Advisory servrces

, i) Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, with
respect to demographlc analyses for use in development plans and programmes. L

u) Provrsron of technical cooperatron services, to countrres of the region that request them for:
the preparation of populatron estimates and prOJectrons for the country as a whole or for specific sectors,
using the latest available information. -~ . - L ,

The execution of operatlonal actrvrtres will be- subject to the avarlabrllty of extrabudgetary
resources. ,

Subject area 8.2:  Interrelationship between population and health
a) Non-recurrent publieatigns Y . ‘ /
i) A study on the monitoring of trends in infant mortality.

ii) A study on demographic inputs for health programming activities.

\
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b) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, for
conducting population and health studies. ‘ : '

The execution of operational activities and of the activity described in a) ii) will be subject to the
availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 8.3:  Instrumental programmes for using population knowledge and techniques in
economic and social development policies and programmes

a) Non-recurrent publig‘ation§

i) A study on the consequences of demographic trends for urban policies, with special reference
to the major cities of Latin America. \

i) A study on experiences in incorporating demographic variables into socio-economic
investment projects. ~

b) Technical materials

Organization of a data bank 6n demographic trends and urban policies in Latin America.
- ¢) Operational activities | \
i) Advisory sewices
Provision of technicalbcobpération /services,‘ to countriés of the region that re;quest them,
for the design, follow-up and ’evaluation of p,rogram‘mesy designed to bring about changes - in

socio-demographic trends.

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them,
in the incorporation of demographic variables into social policies and programmes.

ii) Group training

, In-service training of government officials in the use of methodologies that help enhance
the use of data sources to facilitate the design and implementation of population policies.

d) Intermediate activities

i) Four case-studies on the consequences of demographic trends for urban policies, in countries
of the region to be determined. /
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11) Preparation of teachmg materlals on the operational mcorporation of demographic variables
into sectoral policies and programmes for education and housing, and on experiences in incorporating -
such variables into socio-economic mvestment pI'Q]BCtS -

The execution of all the actlvmes in this subject area will be subject to the availability of
extraibudgetary resources.

' Subject area 8.4: Policies and actions on trends in the growth and ispatial distribution of population
' and of priority groups

a) Non-recurrent pub ligg,tjgns

i) A study on trends in the spatial distrlbution of population and urbamzation in Latif America
and the Caribbean. |

i) A study on trends in teenage pregnancy and its repercussxons for the s1tuation of women, in
selected countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

iii) A studyon the situation and needs of the elderly in selected countries of the region.
b) Q‘peia;ional activities |
i) Advisory services
Provns:on of technical cooperation services, to conntries of the region that request them,

for the design, follow-up and evaluation of programmes targeting vulnerable population groups especnally .
adolescents and the elderly. - . o )

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them

for conducting applied research on internal and international migration, using the latest available -
information.

ii) Group trgining
" In-service tralmng of government officials in the use of methodologies that help enhance

the use of data sources on spatial distribution of the population urbamzation and mternal and international
migration.

c) In;e_[megiage gg;ivigigs, ,

* Preparation of teaching notes on the topics of the studies fmentioned in a).

AN

The execution of operational activities and of the activities described m a) u) and a) iii) will be
subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources
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Subject area 8.5:  Use of multidisciplinary information on population and associated Ltechnology,
taking into account spatial distribution, for, changing production patterns with social
equity at the national and local levels /

7 '

-a) Recurrent publications
Two issues of REDATAM Informa (in Spanish‘ only). '

b) Non-recurrent publications

A document on computer software applications in the popul'afion field which are of relevance
for analysing changing production patterns with social equity at the local and national level, and the
corresponding technology transfer.

A

¢) Technical materials

Development of software applications that facilitate the use of multidisciplinary information on
population, with special reference to spatial distribution, through the combined use of the system for the
retrieval of data for small areas by microcomputer and Géographic Information Systems
(REDATAM-Plus/GIS). ‘ S

d) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, in the
use of REDATAM-Plus/GIS software applications to incorporate demographic data into national, regional
and local planning or to support the extended use of census and other demographic data in small areas.

¢

The execution of activities in this subject area, with the exception of the activity described in a),
will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources. o

Subject area 8.6:  Exchanges of 'demographic information among countries of the: region through the
use of low-cost communications and mass distribution technologies

Annual publication of the CELADE/Latin American Population Docvumentation’ System
(DOCPAL) and Latin American and Caribbean Population Information Network (IPALCA) national
population databases on Compact Disks/Read Only Memory (CD/ROM), to replace the publication

DOCPAL: Latin American population abstracts, -
- b) "I‘-’eghniggl:mg; erials "

Regular updatihg of the CELADE/DOCPAL population database.

v
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¢) Operational activities
Group training

Orgamzatlon of a workshop for training national instructors in order to increase exchanges of,
1nf0rmat10n and the use of population. databases at the national level. »

The executlon of operatlonal activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources.

Subject area 8.7: Training of human resources in population and development’
Qperational activities

Group training
. i
a) Postgraduate courses in population and development lastmg nine months, under the Global
Programme of Training in Population and Development, for apprdx1mately 25 professionals per course
(one course in each year of the blenmum)

b) National, subregional or regldnal courses on demographlc analysis for sectoral or regxonal
development, lasting two to four months, for approxnmately 25 professionals per course (two courses are
planned during the biennium). : :

¢) Cooperatlon with universities and non-governmental orgamzatlons of countries of the region
that request it for the programming and incorporation of courses on populatxon studies, including the
preparation of training materials. :
- The executjon of activities in thlS subject area, all of which are operatlonal activities, will be
subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 8.8: Group training on selected topics

/

Operational activities
Group training
. Three workshops or seminars, lastmg one to three weeks, to analyse the linkages between
demographic factors and specific sectoral and spatial development issues, for government authorities and

officials and institutional leaders involved in the decnslon -making process.

The executlon of activities in this subject area, all of which are operatlonal acuvmes will be
~ subject to the avallablllty of extrabudgetary resources.
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2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities under this subprogramme will be carried out in coordination with other units of ECLAC,
especially the Economic Development Division, the Social Development Division and the Statistics and
Econpmic Projections Division, ECLAC subregional headquarters and, national offices and ILPES. In
some subject areas, specific activities will be coordinated with other substantive divisions of ECLAC,
particularly the Environment and Human Settlements Division.

CELADE will also work jointly with other programmes and units of the United Nations system,
especially the United Nations Population Fund (U NFPA), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),
the United Nations Department for Development Support and Management Services, the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Population Division, the United Nations Statistical
Division and the United Nations Population Information Network (POPIN), and with specialized agencies
such as the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Pan American Health
Organization (PAHO/WHO), the Regional Employment Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean
(PREALC), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM). ’

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the subprogramme’s outputs will be national, regional and local offices involved
in economic and social development, ministries of‘health, education and housing, national statistical
offices and other public and private agencies and bodies in charge of the formulation, execution and
management of plans, policies and projects dealing with various aspects of population.

The subprogramme’s outputs will also be disseminated to universities, academic and research
centres and other population-related institutions.

Users will be reached thrOugh the distribution of publications and reports, contact with the relevant
institutions through technical cooperation missions, the organization of courses, workshops and meetings,
and in-service training of national officials. R ‘
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SUBPROGRAMME 9: SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Prgsgntation

Despite the progress made in recent years alarge percentage of the region’s population continues
to live in poverty. The poor have changed: they are mcreasmgly heterogeneous and more predominant
in urban areas than in the past. Rural poverty, however, remams more acute.

_ The economic recovery of many countries in the region that have carried out structural adjustment

programmes and have managed to adapt to changes in the international economy is creating especially
favourable conditions for making great strides in overcoming poverty, through job creation and the
increase in State tax revenues resulting from greater economic activity.

Overcoming poverty, however requires a radical change in all the social policies currently applied
by most countries of the region. These policies basically suffer from three defects: inefficiency,
ineffectiveness, and inequity. To combat inefficiency, more effort must be made to improve the way in
which public resources available for social programmes are used rather than to increase them. To combat .
ineffectiveness it is necessary to find out whether social programmes are actually reaching their target
population and, if so, whether they are doing what they set out to do. Lastly, to correct inequity, social
policies must serve the most needy rather than the first in line.

" These llmrtatlons will be overcome only by redesrgmng public policies and recogmzmg that
Governments on their own cannot make their social policies more efficient, effective and -equitable.
Opportunities must therefore be created for civil society to participate, in different ways, in both financing
and executing social programmes, through various social actors such as non-governmental organizations,
community organizations, local authorities and even private enterprise.

In this context, the main subject areas of the programme of work for the biennium 1996-1997 are
tthe preparation of statistical data and social indicators for analysing the Social situation and, basically,
for designing and executing anti-poverty programmies; the preparation of methodologles for assessing the
impact of social programmes; and the analysis of experiences in improving the management of public and
private social programmes. It-also includes research and analysis aimed at facilitating efforts to combat
drug abuse. '

Activities in the first subject area will be aimed at preparmg statistical data and generating social
indicators as a basis for the actual analyses needed to produce a survey of the social situation,
emphasizing the identification of situations of poverty. This will enable social policy design to be adapted

“more closely to the specific characteristics of the different target groups in countries of the region. These
activities will culmmate in the publication of the Panoram socral e América Latina.

\Efforts in the second subject area will be devoted to analysing social policies, with special reference
to the preparation of methodologles for improving their design and execution. Some of the studies planned
in'this area will focus on analysing institutional and organizational aspects of the social policies applied
in the countries of the region and will be designed to ldentlfy the differences between them and the
innovations made. Two other studies will analyse methodologies for assessing cost-effectiveness in
specific areas; one will deal with education, while the other will make a comparative analysis of how
these methodologles have been apphed to various nutrition projects implemented in countries of the
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region, in order to make recommendations for the design of similar programmes. The overall purpose
of these activities is to facilitate the evaluation of social programmes and projects carried out by
Governments, especially through social investment funds and programmes financed by international
funding agencies. : B

- Several studies in the third subject area will analyse experiences in managing social policies,
programmes and projects. These studies will compare methods of programme and project management
at the local level, identify successful experience in managing social policies and examine problems related
‘to social services management in the countries of the region. A manual will also be prepared on social
services management and two expert meeting ; will be held one to examine advances in social programme
management methodologies and the other. to analyse State reform designed to improve social services
management. « h '

Lastly, the fourth subject area comprises activities planned in the area of efforts to combat drug
abuse. These activities will be directed mainly towards analysing the progress made in various national
programmes for preventing drug production, transport, trafficking'and use; and methods and procedures
for preventing drug abuse. An expert méeting is also planned to review changes in the situation in the
region in this regard. '

1. . Activities

Subject area 9.1:  Analysis of social trends in the region, with emphasis on identifying situations of
poverty . T

- a) Non-recurrent publications

Panorama social de América Lating, two issues (one in each year of the biennium).

The Panorama social de América Latina is produced jointly by the Social Development Division
and the Statistics and Economic Projections Division, with the collaboration of the Economic
Development Division. It analyses key topics such as employment, income distribution, poverty and social
spending, as well as advances and reverses in achieving equality among socio-economic strata, by gender
and geographical location (rural and urban), as regards living conditions and opportunities for social
mobility. It also includes a broad analysis of the social agenda, i.e., of all the major social issues debated
publicly, and especially politically, in the various countries of the region. This helps highlight the
differences that exist with respect to the main problems and'how they are perceived, and is also important
for selecting the Division’s areas of research, so that it can better respond to Governments’ demands for~
technical cooperation. /

The 1996 and 1997 editions will expand the number of countries covered, will update information -
with the latest available figures and cover the most important aspects of the region’s social development,
basically those related to social macro-policies (education, health, social security and housing), as well
as the trends observed in social stratification. With respect to basic sources of statistical information, that
generated by household surveys will be updated and used on a continuing basis, and attempts will be '
made to incorporate other information available in the region. Each edition will deal in depth with a
specific issue. : :

N
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b) / Operational activities

Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region thdt request them, with
respect to methodologies for gathering and analysing statlstlcal information for the preparation and
updating of the survey of the social situation.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. | ‘

Subject area 9.2: Soc1al policies: methodologles for 1mprovmg thelr design and implementation

a) Non-regurrgnt publications . : . .

i) A comparative study of the institutional and organizational aspects of social ’macro-policies
in a selection of countries of the region that is representative of different organizational subtypes.

if) Two studies on institutional aspects of social policies, to be published in the Polfticas sociales
series. ‘ ‘ ' ; : *

iii) A document on methodologies for assessing cost-effectiveness in the area of education.
iv)-A document comparing the application of cost-effectiveness\ evaluation methodologies to
various nutrition projects carried out in countries of the region, making it possible to draw conclusions

and make recommendations for the future design of similar programmes.

~b) Operational activities

i) Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, to member countries that request them, for
establishing suitable mechanisms for evaluating and monitoring social programmes and projects either
under way or to be lmplemented in the future.

if)  Group trammg

- Organization of a regional course at ECLAC headquarters, for a selected group of
government technicians and university lecturers in the area of social projects, designed to strengthen the '
process of training instructors.

- Organization of national training courses for government technical personnel on
methodologies for formulating and evaluating social programmes and projects (four courses are planned
for the biennium).

The execution of operatlonal activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources.
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bject area 9.3: Analysis of experiences in managing social policies, programmes and projects

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

i) Meeting of experts to review the progress made in social _programme management
methodologies in the region. ‘ - '
) i /

i) Meeting of experts on S\tate reform desigred to improve social services manag’errient.
b) Non-recurrent publications

i)A comparétive study of methods of social programme and project management at the local
level. ‘ x ; b , ‘

ii) A study identifying successful experiences in social policy management in selected countries
of the region. F ' ‘

iii) Two studies on problems related to social services management in selected countries of the
region, to be published in the Polfticas sociales series. o :

iv) Preparation of a manual on social services management.
The execution of the activities described in b) iii) and b) iv) will be subject to the availability of

* extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 9.4: Activities in the area of efforts to combat drug abuse

a) Qrganization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to review changes in the region as regards the prevention of drug
* production, transport, trafficking and use. \ : a

b) Non-recurrent publications \ -

i) A comparative study of the progress made in various national programmes for preventing
drug production, transport, trafficking and use. * -
ii) Two studies on methods and procedures for prevenﬁng drug abuse.

The execution of the activities described in b) ii) will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetaty
. Tesources. ;o
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L2, Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Within the ECLAC system and in accordance with the relevant subject areas, activities under this
subprogramme will be carried out in close contact with the Economic Development Division, the Statistics
and Economic Projections Division, the Division of Production, Productivity and Management, the Latin
American and Caribbean Institute for Economic and Social Planning (ILPES), the Latin American
Demographic Centre (CELADE) and the subregional headquarters.

Depending on its specific field, each of the activities mentioned will be carried out in permanent
contact with other programmes and: units of the United Nations system and other international and
regional agencies, such as the United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs,
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the Pan-American  Health Organization’ (PAHO), the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the International Labour Organisation (ILO) and the Organization of
American States (OAS), as well as various universities and non-governmental organizations interested in
- social policy issues. »

Lastly, activities in the area’ of efforts to combat drug abuse will be implemented w1th1n the
framework of the Global Programme of Action on international cooperation against illicit production,
supply, demand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and in contact
with the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). Constant contact will also be
maintained with regional, subregional and government agencies in Latm Amerlca and the Caribbean
whlch deal with the drug problem. :

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the outputs of this subprogramme will be the government authorities and officials
of the countries of the region responsible for designing and implementing social policies, programmes
and projects in each of the subject areas. :

, Publications will also be distributed to universities, academic institutions and research centres
dealing with social development and socnal policy issues, and to other agencies and non-governmental
organizations concerned with these 1ssues '

g The users of outputs in the area of efforts to combat drug abuse will be the authorities and officials
of agencies responsible for. the correspondmg national programmes and other related activities in the
countries of the region. ;

Users will be reached through the dlstrlbutxon of pubhcatlons partmpauon in governmenta] and
expert meetings and the provision of technical cooperation services.
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UNIT FOR THE INTEGRATION OF WOMEN IN DE\{ELOPMEN

|

Presentation

The main purpose of the Commission’s activities in relation to women is to strengthen, in the
context of the proposal on changing production patterns with social equity, the ‘position of women in the
region in areas that are essential for their achievement of equality with men, their effective integration
into economic and social development and their full participation at all levels of decision-making. Since
almost all the Latin American and Caribbe: n countries have ratified United Nations instruments and
mechanisms to promote women’s self-realization, the basic task now is to ensure that these ‘egalitarian
principles are reflected in practice. : ‘ '

" The situation of women in the region has changed significantly in recent years, especially in terms
of employment, education and health. Women’s growing participation in the workforce is a structural
trend that will undoubtedly gather momentum, even though there remain enormous differences in the
contexts in which women play their productive and reproductive roles. In the field of education, women’s
university enrolment rates in the region are still rising fast, with a trend towards parity between the sexes,
while the distribution of women by area of study has changed very little. However, wage discrimination
persists and is reflected by the fact that, in order to attain levels of remuneration equivalent to those of
men, women need an average of four more years of formal education. Despite these changes, most
textbooks still perpetuate images that discourage more equal participation of men and women.

One of the greatest changes in women’s lives in recent decades has been the significant decrease :
in the average number of children they bear, which fell from 5.9 in the first half of the 1950s to 3.4 in
the second half of the 1980s. The subject of reproduction is currently taking on a new dimension, related
to personal freedom of choice and manifested by a conscious separation between sexuality and
‘reproduction and by the search for more effective methods of controlling fertility. The main problems
that persist in this area for most women arise from their effective lack of access to such methods for
reasons related to education, information and cost. ‘

The work programme for the 1996-1997 biennium will specifically take into account these changes
and the fact that the trends implicit in the region’s development styles are opening up new opportunities
for women in areas such as education, gainful employment, establishment of shared codes of
communication and, in general, the spread of alternative and more diversified models of women’s role
in society. At the same time, the work programme will be aimed at ensuring that the development of
those trends will forge new linkages between the public and private spheres and will foster more equitable
interpersonal relations, especially between men and women.

The scheduled activities will include the analysis of, and proposed measures to improve, both the
situation of specific, highly vulnerable groups of women and the integration into society of women in
general, regardless of their socio-economic situation. In the first area, special attention will be given, inter
alia, to women in the informal sector, women heads of household and women living in extreme poverty;
the second area will cover topics concerning women’s relation to various issues of particular importance
for their social integration, such as politics, public life, decision-making and domestic violence.
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Moreover, the Unit will continue the actlvmes carried out since the beginning of the United Nations
Decade for Women, in which the regional commissions were given a central role, primarily in three
areas: coordination of national actions and support for them in the form of studies, diagnoses and
recommendations; coordination of their activities with those of the other agencies of the United Nations
system; and implementation of concrete activities through projects, technical cooperation and the
generation and dissemination of new knowledge. In the 1996-1997 biennium, these regular tasks will have
to be supplemented by others, mainly in response to the recommendations of the Fourth World
Conference on Women in 1995, which will adopt a new Platform for Action. In addition, there is a need
to put into practice the regional programme of action for the women of Latin America and the Caribbean,
which will be adopted by the Governments in 1994 at the sixth session of the Regional Conference on
the Integration of Women into the Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the
Caribbean, and will be widely disseminated in 1995. In relation to this last area, two expert meetings will
be held to consider priority topics related to the regional programme of action.

Lastly, the seventh session of the Regional Conference on the Integration of Women into the
Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean, to be held in 1997, and the
various meetings of its Presiding Officers during the biennium will constitute important forums for
analysing and implementing the activities and recommendations emanating from the above-mentioned
events, and will also provide approprlate opportunities for evaluating the progress made in promoting
women’s advancement in the region.

1. Activities

Subject area 1: Integration of women into Latin American and Caribbean deVelopment

a) Substantive servicing of intergovernmental meetings

i) Three meetings of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on the Integration of
Women into the Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean, one of them
at the session of the Regional Conference.

i) Seventh session of the Regional Conference on the Integration of Women into the Economic
and Social Development of Latin America and the Canbbean in the second half of 1997.

iii) Meetmgs of the’ Commlttee of ngh -level Government Experts on the topic of women, prior
~ to the seventh session of the Regional Conference.

x

b) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Two meetings of experts to consider priority topics deriving from the regional programme of
action for the women of Latin America and the Carlbbean

¢) Substantive servicing of inter-agency meetings

-Two inter-agency meetings with organizations and specialized agencies of the United Nations
system.
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d) Non-recurrent publications

i) Reports of activities of the secretariat (substantive documentatlon for the meetings of the
Presiding Officers and the seventh session of the Regional Conference) \

ii) Four publications in the Mujer y: desarrollo serles covering the topics of education and
employment, and women living in poverty.

”

m) Edited summaries of documents on topics relatmg to women’s mtegratlon in development
to be published in book form. The topics wil mclude women’s participation in society and human rights
- and violence.

e) Operational activities

Advisory services

Provision of techmcal cooperation services to the countries, at thelr request in connectlon with
women’s mtegratlon in development. ~

roup trainin
\

Support to the countrles at their request, for the tramlng actlvmes of government agencies, non-
- governmental organizations, umversmes and academic centres in the field of gender and development.

f) Intermediate gctlvmes

i) Documents and reports of the meetmgs of the Pres1dmg Officers and of the seventh session
of the Regional Conference !

it) Reports for submission to inter-agency meetings of the United Nations system.

m) Studles on specific topics to help strengthen the link between the toplc of women and the
rest of the ECLAC system’s work.

The 1mplementatlon of these operational activities and the activity mentioned in d) ii) above is
contingent upon the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

2. Intgr-ggency cooperation and liaison

These activities will be carried out in close cooperation with the divisions and subregional
headquarters of ECLAC; in particular, the momtormg of the latter’s substantive dctivities will be
coordinated in order to ensure consideration of the gender variable and to integrate their contributions
to the topic of women into the secretariat’s work. .

L
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Collaboration will continue with various agencies of the United Nations system, especially the
Division for the Advancement of Women of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs,
the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the International Research and
Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW)..

Close ties of‘coéperation will be maintained with the specialized agencies of the United Nations
within the region, mainly through coordination of activities related to the topic of women.

3.  Users and: anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the outputs of these activities will be government authorities and officials
responsible for formulating and implementing policies, programmes and projects related to women’s
integration in economic and social development in the countries of the region. Moreover, the outputs will
" be particularly useful for supporting the activities of various non-governmental organizations, academic

centres and research and advocacy institutes active in this field. ‘

Users will be reached thrbugh the distribution of publications, participation in intergovernmental
meetings and meetings of experts and provision of technical cooperation and training services.
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SUBPROGRAMME 10: STATISTICS AND ECONOMIC PROJECTIONS

Presentation

- The national statistical systems of most countries of the region have recently undergone major
changes, incorporating available technological advances, especially in data processing. In addition to
supporting that process, ECLAC has been accumulating valuable experience in this field and developing -
new working methods by organizing large-scale data banks integrated into a standardized access system.

The activities to be carried out under this subprogramme by the Statistics and Economic Projections
Division during the biennium 1996-1997 generally seek to broaden and develop substantive aspects in the
following fields: i) maintenance and development: of a regional framework of statistical information
designed to support studies and projects carried out by ECLAC, provide specialized information to
member States, international organizations and research institutions, and meet the growing demand from
the private sector; ii) development of specific theoretical and practical aspects of statistics and quantitative
analysis, for use in studies on the region’s economic and social development; iii) regional cooperation
and dissemination and transfer of computer technologies for statistical work in the countries of the region;
iv) medium- and long-term forward-working studies on the economic and social development of Latin
America and the Caribbean; and v) substantive servicing of intergovernmental and expert meetings,
seminars and training courses and provision of advisory services to Governments.

Activities related to the development of a regional framework of statistical information will centre
on organizing and expanding databases on different subjects and facilitating user access. On the latter
point, a standardized system for accessing the databases will be established in order to provide direct
services to the ECLAC computer network and to those of the United Nations economic and social
information system. It is also hoped to instal a remote computer connection system with the national
statistical offices of the countries of the region, in order to be able to exchange statistical information
instantaneously. o

Regional statistics and indicators. will continue to be prepared and published annually in the

Statistical Yearbook for Latin America and the Caribbean and in the Preliminary Qverview of the

Economy of Latin America and the Caribbean. In conjunction with the Social Development Division,
studies will also be prepared for the Panorama social de América Latina, which is to be published on an

annual basis.

In the field of statistical development and quantitative analysis, priority will continue to be given,
through the preparation and provision of technical documents, to the application of the main international
statistical classifications, such as the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC, . Rev.3), the
International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC, Rev.3), the Harmonized
Commodity Description and Coding System (HS) and the Classification by Broad Economic Categories
(CBEC). Special attention will be given to aspects related to the installation of the new System of
National Accounts (SNA, Rev.4), which is presenting considerable difficulties in the countries of the
region. To that end, studies will be carried out on national experiences and a meeting of experts will be
held to examine the progress made in installing the system in the region. \

The programme of work also includes activities to improve methods for estimating income
distribution, situations of poverty, employment, the labour force and other social indicators. Special
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 attention will be paid to designing and applying an mtegrated method for measuring poverty that includes
indicators of various aspects of human development, and to establishing a set of social indicators, based
on statistics and estimates, that follow the principles of standardization governing data banks.

In the area of techmcal cooperation with the member States, mamly with their national statistical
offices, the Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas for the biennium will be organized. In
addition, two other meetings of experts will be held, one to analyse studies of social indicators and the -
other to examine the methodological and substantive aspects Qf forward-looking studies.

Cooperation in the organization and holding of workshops or seminars on specialized statistical
techniques, mostly in relation to the application of the latest recommendations of the United Nations
Statistical Commission, will also continue. Training will be provided in the use of social indicators to
disseminate methodologies in the region that make it possible to: i) identify the most disadvantaged social
groups and determine their characteristics with respect to age, gender, kind of work, education and
geographical location; i) determine situations for the formulation of alternative policies designed to
alleviate poverty and improve living conditions; and iii) describe the demographic, economic and social
attributes of the different population groups to be targeted by specific policies for increasing social equity.

The main objective with regard to economic projections will be to analyse economic and social
development process of the countries of the region, from a medium- and long-term perspective, with a
view to detecting the most serious problems and formulating alternative strategies for solvmg them.
Meeting this objective requires the preparation of economic and social projections, using the latest
techniques in this field, to serve as a quantltatxve framework for analytical country-level and, for spec1ﬁc
areas, regional-level studies.

Given the growing interdependence of the global economy and-the major influence of external
factors on the economies of countries of the region, emphasis in this subject area will continue to be
placed on the systematization and analysis of forward-looking studies made by international agencies and
public and private institutions. ‘This material w1ll serve as a basis for studying the prospects of individual
countries and of the region as a whole for establishing linkages with the global economy.

Lastly, the preparatxon of projections to serve as a.quantitative basis for forward-looking studies
and to support other programmes of the ECLAC secretariat will continue to be a permanent activity. In
this regard, it will be necessary periodically to revise and update numerous statistical series and
systematically to improve the econometric models in use, as computer facilities grow, new methodologlcal
instruments are developed, and the possibility arises of incorporating other subject areas in which
quantltatwe data are expanded satisfactorily.

1. Activities

Subject area 10.1:  Economic and social statistical data bank for Latin America and the Caribbean

Technical material

Data banks on various subject areas will be organized and developed and then integrated into a
standardized access system directly connected to the ECLAC computer network and the economic and

N
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social information system of the United Natlons It is hoped to establish a remote computér connection

with the national statlstncal offices of the reglon in order to be able to exchange statistical data
instantaneously. -

Subject area 10.2: Regional statistics and indicators
a) Recurrent publications g

i) Statistical Yearbook for Latih A nericund the Caribbean (two issues).

u) A statlstlcal summary andestimate of th° annual preliminary overview of the economy of
Latin America and the Caribbean (two publications in the biennium, mcluded in the rehmmgrx Qvgrwgw

of the Economy of Latin Amenca and the Caribbean):
b) L\]on-rgcurren; publications
Panorama social de América Latina (two publlcatlons in the blenmum in conjunctlon w1th the
Social Development Dwnsnon) : :

Subject area 10.3:  Statistical support for ECLAC studies apd projects

Intermediate activities

1

Statistical support for ECLAC studies é}nd projects.

Subject area 10.4: Social statistics
a) Organization and substagtive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to analyse studies on income dlstnbutlon situations of poverty, employment,
the labour force and other social indicators. ‘

b) Non-recurrent publications

Five documents on estimates of income dlsmbutlon situations of poverty, employment, the
labour force and other social indicators.

Subject area 10.5: National accouhts and indicators of economic development

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts
; /

Meeting of experts to analyse the progress made in implementihg the new System of National
Accounts. \ ‘ ‘ ‘
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b) Recurren lications

Cuadernos estadfsticos de 1a CEPAL, two issues in the biennium: one on foreign trade statistics

in a specialized area and the other on external debt statistics and external financing indicators.

¢) Non-recu rreng publications

i) Two documents concernmg national experlences in implementing the new System of National
Accounts (SNA), Rev.4.

ii) One document on foreign trade statistics in a specific subject area to be determined.

m) One document on foreign trade statistics accordmg to the Harmonized Commodity
Descrlptlon and Coding System (HS), by groups of countries.

Subject area 10.6:  Technical cooperation with member States and with regional statistical bodies

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts
Meéting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas, held every t“;o years.
b) Operational aotiv,itigs ‘ o |
Advisory service
Provision of tachpical cooperation sefvices, to coontries of the region that request them, with
respect to household surveys, statistical organization, economic statistics and national accounts, the

transfer of computer-related techniques in the field of statistics, -the des1gn of econometric models and
- economic projection techniques.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ‘ ‘ : '

.

Subject area 10.7:  Workshops, seminars and training courses
Operational activities

J i
a) Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services to the countnes of the region, through cooperation
with member States and regional institutions, With respect to:

i) the organization and holding of workshops or seminars dealmg mainly with the application
of the latest recommendatlons of the United Nations Statistical Commission;

i) specialized statistical techniques, including computer applications.



b) Group training

Training will be given in the estimation and use of social indicators, such as those related to
income distribution, the measurement of poverty situations and employment characteristics, for different
social groups. \ /

The execution of activities in this subject area, all of which are operational activities, will be
subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources. : »

ject area 10.8:  Evaluation and forward-looking analysis of the development process in the Latin
- American and Caribbean countries :

- a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts to examine the methodological and substantive aspects of forwaird-looking
studies and to review progress in establishing a system of indicators.

b) Non-recurrent publications

i) Two reports on the medium- and long-terlh prospects for the economic and social
development of the Latin American and Caribbean countries.

ii) Two studies on the prospects for the international economy, emphasizing the economies of
the developed countries with greater trade potential and the external linkages of the region.

iif) Two documents combining medium- and long-term projections on macroeconomic and
sectoral topics; these projections are made for most countries of the region and serve as a basis for
carrying out forward-looking studies. ) ‘

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Activities in the field of statistics will be carried out in coordination and close collaboration with
the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSTAT), the regional economic commissions of the United
Nations and the secretariats of regional integration bodies. In its external relations, ECLAC will maintain
cooperation and liaison mainly with the national statistical offices of the member States; within the
ECLAC system, such links will be maintained mainly with the Economic Development Division, the
International Trade, Finance and Transport Division, the Joint ECLAC/UNIDO Industrial and
Technological Development Unit and the Social Development Division and with the subregional
headquarters.

/ These activities will be linked and coordinated with those carried out by other international,
regional and subregional bodies, according to their nature and subject area. Specifically, activities dealing
with economic statistics, national accounts and economic development indicators will be coordinated with
those of the World Bank, the Inter-American Developmenthank (IDB), the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Statistical Office of the European Communities
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(EUROSTAT) and the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), while
activities in the area of social statistics will be linked with those carried out by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Regional Employment
Programme for Latin America and the Caribbean (PREALC), the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) and the United Nations Statistical Division (UNSTAT), through its National Household Survey
Capability Programme (NHSCP). ;

Technical cooperation and training activities will be closely coordinated with UNDP, UNSTAT,
particularly the National Accounts Section and NHSCP, the regional offices of specialized agencies of
the United Nations system and the EEC European Training Centre for Economic Statisticians of
Developing Countries (CESD - Madrid). Some of these activities will also be carried out in collaboration
with the Centre for Latin American Monetary Studies (CEMLA), the Orgamzatlon of American States
(OAS) and UNCTAD.

Activities in the area of economic projections will be carried out in close communication with the
substantive divisions of ECLAC, with the Development Policy and Analysis Division of the Department
for Economic and Social Information and Policy Analysis (DESIPA) of the United Nations and with the

Project LINK research centre. Regular contact will also be maintained with other centres and specialized
agencies of the United Nations system, and with government institutions of the countries of the region.

3. Users and anticipated use of outputs

The main users of the outputs of this subprogramme will be the government institutions of member
States, in' particular, national statistical offices, central banks, economic ministries and the agencies in
charge of formulating and implementing economic and social policies. The outputs will also be used by
regional integration bodies and international organizations that require an overview of Latin America and
the Caribbean and regional statistics that are comparable with those of other regions of the world. Such
users include experts from UNDP and other United Nations bodies responsible for preparing reports and
technical cooperation projects. Umversmes research institutes and other private sector bodies are also-
frequent users.

The professional staff of the ECLAC system will continue to be important users of the economic
and social statistical data bank. The public and private bodies mentioned in the previous paragraph will
also continue to have direct access to information through remote computer connection, computer aids
or print-outs. Technical publications and specialized reports will be generated from these databases.

The main users of the outputs in the area of economic projections will be the Governments of Latin
America and the Caribbean, specialized United Nations agencies and regional organizations. The reports
and studies based on economic projections will be used as reference documents for formulating national
development plans, designing strategies and evaluating policies for the economic and social development
of the region. They will also be used to support studies of regional cooperatlon agreements and in
intergovernmental meetmgs concerned thh development policies.



SUBPROGRAMME 11: TRANSPORT

Presentation

The ECLAC programme of activities in the field of transport reflects the need for the Latin
American and Caribbean countries to consolidate the process of restructuring and modernization which
many of them have been implementing in this sector for the past decade. The growth of the large
economic blocs of the northern hemisphere will make it increasingly imperative to maximize the
contribution of transport systems to the co npetitiveness of regional trade in a context of economic
globalization. - S

, The subprogramme’s general aim is to support the countries of the region in their efforts to enhance
the efficiency of infrastructure administration and maintenance and to improve the management of
transport services by strengthening the relevant public and private entities.

The activities planned for the biennium 1996-1997 will focus on three main areas: i) management
of the transport sector in general, including the facilitation of operations and services in the physical chain
of distribution related to international trade; ii) land and urban transport, including road and rail transport;
and iii) maritime and multimodal transport, including ports. | o

The facilitation of transport is a topic of ongoing interest; it is intended to reduce formalities and.
various other institutional obstacles to the rapid and expeditious movemient of goods in both national and
international trade. One particularly effective way of not only achieving this result but also taking
advantage of modern management techniques is to use electronic data interchange (EDI) to transmit all
information related to those movements. The activities to be carried out in the first subject area will
include an analysis of the progress made in the use of electronic data interchange in the countries of the
region, and continued publication of the bimonthly FAL Bulletin on the facilitation of trade and transport
in Latin America and the Caribbean. - : -

In recent years, there has been a persistent trend towards further economic and social integration
of the region. Land transport plays a vital role in this process, since railways and roads are the primary
routes linking these countries, even though significant obstacles still prevent the region from achieving
the desired degree of unity. Urban transport stands out among the various types of land transport because
problems of congestion and pollution, largely attributable to automobile transport, often‘take on extreme
proportions in large metropolitan areas.

To help the countries find-appropriate solutions to these problems, various aspects of a number of
possible options for managing demand for the use of transport infrastructure will be studied in the second
subject area, and the impact of the reorientation of economic policy on the different modes of passenger
transport will be analysed and evaluated. Moreover, support will continue to be provided for the activities
of various regional and subregional intergovernmental agencies to improve infrastructure and operational
procedures for land transport, with special emphasis on those that seek to strengthen integration among
the countries of the region. Lastly, in the field of urban transport, cooperation among Latin American
and Caribbean cities, based mainly on the analysis of their respective experiences, will continue to be
supported. ‘



67

Maritime and multimodal transport are the chief modes of transport used for foreign trade, meaning
that the constant enhancement of their efficiency through technological and institutional modernization
is essential for the competitiveness of the region’s exports. In this context, ports play a central role as
an interface between the national and international environments. Therefore, the third subject area will
focus on analysing the factors that affect changes in maritime and multimodal transport, and on
identifying actions designed to initiate or consolidate the restructurmg of ports, with a view to expediting
overseas trade and supporting regional integration.

1. Activities

Subject area 11.1: Management of the transport sector

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Reglonal meeting of experts to examme the progress made in using electronic data interchange
to facilitate national and international trade and transport in the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean, and to propose actions for broadening its scope in countries that are just begmnmg to use this
‘technique.

b) Rgcurreg;/ publications

FAL Bulletin, a bimonthly publlcatlon on the facilitation of tfade and transport in Latin America
and the Caribbean: :

¢) Non-recurrent publications

s

A study on the progress made in using electronic data interchange to facilitate national and
international trade and transport in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean.

d) ntegmediate activities

Support for the Latm American Integratlon Assoc:at)on (LAIA) and the Meetmg of National
Customs Directors of Latin America, Spain and Portugal concerning customs matters.

The execution of the activity mentioned in c) is subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. :
Subject area 11‘.2: Land and urban transport

-a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Regional meeting of experts to consider the options available for managing demand for the use
of transport infrastructure. C
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b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A comparative study of rates and non-monetary quantitative measures as options for managing

demand for the use of transport infrastructure.

ii) An analysis and evaluation of the impact of the current liberalization of economic policy on
different modes of passenger transport in various Latin American and Caribbean ‘countries.

¢) Intermediate activities

Support for the Latin American Integration Association (LAIA), the Latin American Railways
Association, the Board of the Cartagena Agreement, the Southern Common Market (MERCOSUR) and
the Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on Central American Economic Integration (SIECA), as
well as the South American Conference of Ministers of Transport, Communications and Public Works,
concerning land transport. ‘

* The execution of the activity mentioned in b) ii) is subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. ; ' - '

Subject area 11.3: Maritime and multimodal transport

a). Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts on the current situation and prospects for change in multimodal transport
in Latin America and the Caribbean. :

b) Non-recurrent publications L
i) A study of factors likely to effect changes in maritime transport in the long terrp.
ii) A study on the role of multifnodai fransport in regional integration. |

‘c) Intermediate activities

Support for LAIA, the Central American Commission of Port Authorities, the Board of the
Cartagena Agreement, MERCOSUR and the Latin American Economic System (SELA), as well as the
South American Conference of Ministers of Transport, Communications and Public Works, concerning
maritime and multimodal transport. ‘ :

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Close cooperation will be maintained with LAIA, the Latin American Railways Association, the
Central American Commission of Port Authorities, the Board of the Cartagena Agreement, MERCOSUR,
SIECA and SELA; with the South American Conference of Ministers of Transport, Communications and
Public Works and the Meeting of National Customs Directors'of Latin America, Spain and Portugal; and
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¢

with the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). In each case, cooperation will
be established in accordance with the relevant subject areas.

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs

The main users of the outputs of this subprogramme will be the public and private institutions of
the countries of the reglon which deal with the areas mentioned, particularly ministries of public works
and transport; maritime, port, customs and municipal authorities; and business associations and other
_ private-sector organizations.

Users will be reached through the dlstrxbutlon of: publlcatlons support for public- and private-sector
projects and agencies and partxclpatlon in mtergovemmental meetmgs and meetings of experts.
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SUBPROGRAMME 12: SUBREGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA

-Presentation

This subprogramme comprises all the activities of the ECLAC subregional headquarters in Mexico,
whose sphere of action covers the Central American countries, Cuba, Haiti, Mexico and the Dominican
Republic. In designing these activities, special conside.ation was given to the specific needs of each of
the countries within the sphere of action of the subregional headquarters, ,

In the early 1990s, the results of stabilization policies were consolidated and government measures
were implemented to make structural changes in the subregion’s economies, with the specific aim of
improving their linkages with the international economy, reactivating existing integration processes and
forming new free trade areas. However, the subregion still faces great challenges, such as its widening
trade deficit, shortcomings in the area of global competitiveness, dramatic poverty levels and severe
labour market imbalances. : . '

In this context, the activities to be carried out during the biennium 1996-1997 will be concerned
mainly with consolidating the process of sustainable development, based on rising levels of productivity
and social equity. Continued support will also be given to efforts to consolidate integration among the
Central American countries and to strengthen their trade relations and cooperation with other Latin
American and Caribbean countries, especially the Group of Three (Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela),
and with the United States market. - \ S

» This subprogramme comprises two major subject areas. The first covers a number of general
activities related to economic development, social development, international trade and economic
integration, all of which form a complementary, integrated whole. The second subject area covers
activities that are particularly important to the subregion’s goal of changing production patterns, inter alia,
in the food and agriculture, industrial development and energy sectors. ‘

In the field of economic development, the subprogramme will continue its systematic evaluation
of economic trends in the 10 countries of the subregion, analysing the consolidation of national and
regional bases for development and researching issues of particular relevance to the coordination of
macroeconomic policies. Special emphasis will be placed on analysing the interrelationship among the
following topics: i) production and investment, especially aspects, such as flexibility of the model for
accessing external markets, efficient absorption of new technologies and increasing factor productivity;
ii) employment, considering the net creation of gainful employment in proportion to the growth of the
economically active population, with emphasis on policies for training human capital; and iii) promoting
domestic savings and better use of ‘external savings. In this area, the expansion of domestic financial -
markets and the encouragement of popular saving (pension funds), the mobilization of family remittances,
tax reform and the attraction of foreign investment will be analysed, with a view to strengthening the
bases for an integrated, region-wide production system. '

Activities concerned with social development will focus on analysing the decentralization resulting,
from the redefinition of the State’s role; the privatization process and the efforts of civil society to attain
greater levels of social well-being. Moreover, special importance will be attached to the issue of women,
the dynamic of social spending and the process of elaborating social indicators.
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Activities concermng integration and international trade will focus on strengthening the external
linkages of the countries covered by the subregional headquarters. In particular, efforts will be made to
improve the countries’ position in their subregional integration processes and in the conduct of trade
negotiations with their main trading partners. Further studies will be carried out to evaluate the Central
American integration process and the progress of economic complementation between that subregion and
Mexico. The ‘work of the forums in charge of implementing presidential decisions and of the Central
American integration bodies in the area of external trade pohcy will be considered. Support will continue
to be provided for the work of the Inter-Agency Commission on Implementatlon of the Decisions of the
Central American Economic C00perat10n Commrttee »

Three lines of action are env1saged in the area of agricultural development: i) evaluation of the
impact of trade liberalization on selected countries in the subregion; ii) study of the activities of
associations of small-scale producers and iii) analysis of the sustamablhty of agriculture in some
Carlbbean countries. - /

During the biennium 1996-1997, the subregional headquarters will continue to analyse the
manufacturing industry in the countries of the subregion; in particular, it will evaluate the effects of
economic integration processes on production, as well as the policies and institutions needed to change
productlon structures in order to enhance efﬁcrency and competmveness

Lastly, the activities regarding energy are aimed at furthermg the integration of the Central
American energy sector. Support for regxonal interconnection’ projects and advisory services for the
restructuring of the electricity subsector will continue to be provided. The analysis of possibilities for
improving the supply of hydrocarbons will remain a high priority, and active participation in the various
Central American forums dealing with the energy sector will continue. Activities aimed at strengthening
trade in energy between the Group of Three and the Central American countries will also be emphasized.

1. Activities

Subject area 12.1: Global aspects of economic and social development and of external relatxons in the
countries of the subregion -

. 1. Economic development

|

rganization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts
i) Meeting of experts on the promotion of savings for national development and social welfare:
the experience of some countries in the subregion.

if) Meeting of experts on macroeconomic equilibrium and the coordination of sectoral and social

policies.
3
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b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A study on macroeconomic equilibrium and the coordination of sectoral and social policies
at the national and regional levels in the countries of the subregion.

i) A study on domestic saving and the development of national financial markets in conditions
of financial liberalization in Mexico, Central America and the Dominican Republic.

¢) Technical material
i) Notes on economic trends in the countries of the subregion in 1995 (10 documents).
ii) Notes on econOmic trends in the countries of the subregion in 1996 (10 documents).

iii) Contribution to the Preliminary Qverview of the Economy of L in_America and the

Caribbean, 1996.

iv) Contribution to the Preliminary Overview of the Economy of Latin America_and the
Caribbean, 1997. ‘ - :

v) Economic Panorama of Mexico and Central America, 1996.

- vi) Economic Panorama of Mexico and Central America, 1997.

vii) Updating and expansion of the database of economic and social sfatistics, and preparation
and updating of short-term economic and development indicators. : :

d) Operational activities
Advisory services ; ‘ K

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the subregion that request them, for
designing global economic policies and monitoring and evaluating development policies and programmes.

e) Intermediate activities
i) Substantive support for intergovernmental meetings between Mexico and Central America.
ii) Technical support for the Meetings of Ministers Responsible for Central American Economic
Integration and Regional Development and the meetings of the Inter-Agency Commission on
Implementation of the Decisions of the Central American Economic Cooperation Committee.

iii) Substantive support for the meetings of the Regional Advisory Group for Central America.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. “



73
2. Social development
AN
a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts on 'bublic‘participation in the developrnent and decentralization of social -
policy. \ § ~ ’

b) NQk n-recurrent pgblicaigns
i) A study on the participation of civil society in secial development measures.
ii) A study on the decentraliZation of social pol‘\icy measures.
iii) A study on women and society in selected countries of the subregion.
¢) Technical material ‘\~
Annual elaboration of basic social indicators for the countries covered by the ‘subregional

headquarters.

3. International trade
a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

i) Meeting of experts on Central American competitiveness and economic complementation with
selected Latin American markets.

if) Meeting of experts on the development of subregional free trade agreements.

b) Non-recurrent pnblications

i) A study on regional competitiveness and economic complementation with selected Latin
American and Caribbean markets.

ii) A study on progress in formmg free trade areas based on subregional and reglonal
" agreements.

iii) An annual study on the evolution of Central American economic integration and regional
trade. i

¢) Technical material

Updating of the data bank on Central Amerrcan trade and trade in the Caribbean countries ‘
'covered by the subregional headquarters
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d) Operational activities

Advisory services

trade policies, trade negotiations and economic integration.
e) Intermediate activities

Substantive support for the Meeting; of Ministers Responsible for Central American Economic
Integration and Regional Development, on aspects related to international trade. \

Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries that request them, concerning external

The execution of operational activities will be Subject ‘,t,o the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. » :

Subject area 12.2:  Sectoral aspects ‘of economic and social. development in the countries of the
subregion

N ‘ 1. Food and agriculture

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

1) Meeting of experts on the ithpact of trade liberalization on agriculture in selected countries
of the subregion. . ’

ii) Meeting of experts on the activities of associations of small-scale producers in Central
America. ‘

'b) Non-recurrent publications

i) A study on the impact of liberalizing trade in agricultural products in selected countries of
the subregion. N

ii) A study on the activities of production associations with a view to agricultural restructuring,
with emphasis on small-scale producers in Central America.

iii) A study on the sustainability of agriculture in selected Caribbean countries covered by the
subregional headquarters. : ~

) Operational activities

\

Advisory services

~ Provision of technical cooperation services, to countries of the region that request them, on
agricultural development and policies. ‘
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d) Intermediate activities
Compilation and processing of information for the elaboration of the studies mentioned in b).

The execution of operational activities w111 be subject to the avallablllty of extrabudgetary
resources. ~ :

. , ‘,\2. '!nd;us;rial development
a) Organization and substantive servicing g\f' meetings of experts
Meeting of experts on the impact ef ‘ecnnomic infegration prdcesses on production,
b) Non-regufrent pnblications

i) A study ‘on the impact of economic integration processes on producnon in the countries of
the subregion.

ii) A study on the progress made in changing productlon patterns in Central America’s
manufacturing sector.

¢) Technical material

Maintenance of a data bank on manufactures productlon and trade in the countries of the
subregion. ,

, 3. Energy
a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

i) Meeting of directors and managers of Central American electric power compames to consider
the progress of integration projects in the electncxty subsector.

i) Meeting of d1rectors~general of State secretarlats and directors of public enterprises in the
hydrocarbon subsector in Central America, to consxder the study on the supply of hydrocarbons.

b) an—recurren\t publications

i) A study on the supply of h);drocarbons in the snbregidn.

ii) A study on the integratiqn of the electrieity'subsector7\in Central America.‘
c) Technical material

' Updating of databases on energy.
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“d) Operational activities
Advisory services

Monitoring of the regional electric-power integration projects of the Interconnection System of
the Countries of Central America, and those of the Group of Three (Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela)
with Central America. E "

Group trainin

Two seminars: one on technical questions related to the supply of hydrocarbons, and one on
changes in the supply of hydrocarbons to Central America. -

e) Intermediate activities

i) Technical support for periodic meetings of the Central American Electrification Council and
the Central American Regional Electrical Interconnection Group.

ii) Technical support for periodic meetings of the Central American Committee for Cooperation
on Hydrocarbons. ’

The execution of operational activities and of the actjvities mentioned in a) ii) and e)‘ii) will be
subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison )

‘The activities of this subprogramme, which relate to economic trends in the countries served ‘by
ECLAC subregional headquarters in Mexico, will be carried out in close collaboration with the ECLAC
Economic Development Division; some of the above-mentioned outputs will be used in the Division’s
systematic analyses of economic trends in the region. In carrying out the activities related to social
development, international trade and integration, close contact and collaboration will be 'maintained with
ECLAC divisions, particularly the Social Development Division, the International Trade, Finance and
Transport Division, and the Statistics and Economic Projections Division, and with the Latin American
Demographic Centre (CELADE). Joint studies will be conducted with ECLAC subregional headquarters
for the Caribbean. ' “’

Regular consultations will also be held and actions coordinated or carried out jointly, in each of
the fields mentioned, with other United Nations bodies and with international, regional and subregional
institutions, such as the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on Central
American Economic Integration (SIECA),  the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Central
American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI) and the secretariat of the Central American Monetary
Council. ' -

The activities dealing with sectoral aspects 1wkill be carried out in close contact with the respective
ECLAC divisions, and regular relations will be maintained and actions coordinated, in each of the specific
fields, with other international, regional and subregional bodies.
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The activities concerning food and agrlculture will be implemented in coordination with the ECLAC
Agricultural Development Unit and with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO). Consultations will be held with CABEI, SIECA and the Regional Agricultural Cooperation
Council (CORECA).

The activities related to industrial development will be carried out in constant coordination with
the Joint ECLAC/UNIDO Industrial and Technological Development Unit. Periodic consultations will
be initiated with subregional institutions such as CABEI, SIECA and the Central American Research
Institute for Industry (ICAITI), as well as with projects of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) and other cooperation agenc1es workmg in the subregion.

~ Activities in the field of energy wxll be 1mplemented in coordination with the ECLAC Natural
Resources and Energy Division. Consultations will be held on a regular basis and actions will be
coordinated with regional and subreglonal institutions such as IDB, the Latin American Energy
Organization (OLADE), the Central Amencan Electrification Council, CABEI and SIECA, as well as
with UNDP and the World Bank. ‘

3. Users gnd anticipated uses of ongpu ts

!

The main users of the outputs of this subprogramme will be govemment authorities and officials
responsible for economic and social affairs and for formulating and implementing policies, programmes
- and projects in the subject areas mentioned, as well as international, regional and subregional technical
and financial cooperatlon agencnes :

It is expected that the aforementioned users will draw on the subprogramme s outputs as references
in/ performing their functions in their respective areas of respons1b1hty, and that the outputs will be of
value for decision-making.

The outputs will be widely disseminated and may also be used by other institutions, particularly
in the private sector, such as academic and research centres, non-governmental organizations for the
promotion of development, business labour, technical and professional associations, and the press.”

Users will be reached through the distribution of documents, technical cooperation and participation
in intergovernmental meetings and meetings of experts.
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SUBPROGRAMME 13: SUBREGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE CARIBBEAN

|
" Presentation

ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean will continue to analyse issues of special
relevance to the economic and social development of the countries members of the Caribbean
Development and Cooperation Committee (CDCC) and to make recommendations thereon, with a view
to providing'technical cooperation and advisory services geared to those countries’ specific needs. It
intends to continue the practice, introduced under the work programme for the 1994-1995 biennium, of
more explicitly taking into account the needs and priorities of the countries covered, as articulated by
their representatives at the sessions of CDCC and the meetings of its Monitoring Committee. The work
programme largely reflects the outcome of recent discussions on the role and functions of CDCC and the
intention to_continue the process of revitalizing it, which began at the thirteenth session of CDCC and
continued at the fourteenth

The work programme for 1996-1 97 assigns high priority to promoting cooperation in functional
and sectoral areas, both among the Caribbean member countries and between them and the Latin
American countries. ECLAC subregional headquarters for the Caribbean will work with ECLAC
headquarters and with other public and private organizations in pursuing greater cooperation with Latin
America within the framework already established. As part of the effort to promote cooperation among
CDCC members, the work programme reflects the high priority accorded by member countries to the
development of a programme to reduce the language barriers that hinder such cooperation. With the same
goal in mind, the subregional headquarters will consider the special circumstances and needs of the
non-independent Caribbean countries within the framework of the Unlted Nations system, and: will
convene a workshop of CDCC focal points to promote awareness of the functions and aims of CDCC and
provide a firmer foundation for collaboration among the member countries. The proposed workshop will
be based On the excellent results of the first such workshop, held at Port of Spain in July 1992,

The issue of island developing countries, which was given the status of a separate subject area in
1994-1995 in direct response to repeated requests from CDCC that this topic be accorded higher priority,
will again be addressed. The work in this area will take into account the results of the Global Conference
on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. Research will be conducted on the
development circumstances of small island developing countries and on their relations with the
international community. ‘

In the context of the structural adjustment measures adopted by a number of countries in recent
years, social aspects of development will be explored, bearing in mind the role of non-governmental
organizations in the development process. The conclusions of the 1995 World Summit for Social
Development will be duly considered.

Emphasis will continue to be placed on issues affectmg women in Caribbean development,
including assistance to member countries in following up the 1995 World Conference on Women. In
general, under this subject area, special attention will be given to issues related to gender equality in the -
Caribbean. ‘ ‘

With respect to the environment, the subregional headquarters will update its database of
" environmental statistics and continue its study of the environmental implications of development in the
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Caribbean. The work in this subject area will take due account of the conclusions of the 1994 Global
Conference on the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States. It is expected that the
permanent secretariat of the Caribbean Council for Science and Technology (CCST) will be in charge
of activities relating to science and technology for the 1994-1995 biennium. It is also expected that
population and development activities will continue under the work programme and will be funded by
the regular budget of the subregional headquarters; this topic was. included in the last biennium in
- response to the mandates of the member countries. The work in this area will reﬂect the results of the
1994 International Conference on Population and Development. /

The subregional headquarters for the Caribbean will continue to prepare annual summaries of the
economic performance of the countries of the subregion. It plans to organize and provide substantive
servicing for a meeting on issues related to national economic management and planning. The implications
for member countries of global and regional economic development will be reviewed, and studies will
be carried out on economic. integration and on the financial aspects of Caribbean development. A
newsletter on international economlc developments will continue to be published for the benefit of the
smaller CDCC members countries in particular. With regard to the industrial sector, further studies will
be conducted on industrial pollcy in the countries of the subregion; and the Economic and Social
Council’s mandate to address issues related to tourism will also be taken into account.

The subregional headquarters for the Caribbean will continue to service the Caribbean Information
System in accordance with its own work programme and with the needs of member countries. It will also
continue to provide statistical support for the execution of its approved work programme and, more
generally, will help member countries to 1mprove their statistical capabllltles

With respect to the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), a study will be elaborated
on the integration process within this group of CDCC member countries, and technical support will be
provided in priority areas of development cooperatlon

Pursuant to the mandates recelved from the Governments of the member countries, every effort will

be made to work in close collaboration with other ECLAC offices, other agencnes of the United Natlons
system and regional orgamzatlons in the Caribbean.

1. Activities

Subject area 13.1: Promotion of cooperation among the members of CDCC and between the Caribbean
-and Latin Amenca

a) Qrg_anization and sub‘stantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meetmg of experts to analyse issues related to development cooperation that affect the members
of CDCC.

b) Non-recurrent publicatiOns

i) Study of possxblhtles for increased cooperation in economic and non-economic areas between
the Caribbean and Latin America.
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ii) Study of possibilities for enhancing economlc and other relationships among the members
of CDCC.

iii) A document on topics of particular interest to the non-independent members of CDCC.
¢) Information mat rial nd services

Publication of an information bulletin on the removal of language barriers among the members
of CDCC.

d) Operational activities
visory servi

Provision of technical assnstance services for the removal of language barriers to increased
~ cooperat:on among the members of CDCC.

e) In;grmgig;g activities

i) Report on action taken on the decisions and rec0mmendat|ons of CDCC and other United
Nations bodies. :

ii) Report on the participation of member countries in the work of CDCC.
The implementation of these operational actlvmes and the act1v1ty mentioned in c) is contingent

upon the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 13.2:  Island developing countries E

a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts on development issues affecting the subregion’s island countries.

1

b) Non-recurrent publications

A study on development problems that relate to the subregion’s island countries.

) Qp; erational activities

Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperatlon services, upon request, to members of CDCC with a view
to ensuring effective follow-up of the outcome of the Global Conference on the Sustainable Development
of Small Island Developing States.

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.
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Subject area 3,3 Women and development |
a) Organi ds sanlv ervicing of meetings of experts
Meeting of experts on problems of gender equality in the Caribbean.
b) Non—recurrent publications |
‘i) A document on issues of gender equality in the Caribbean.

n) A document on cons1derat|ons regardmg the 1995 ‘World Conference on Women, from the
Caribbean perspective. :

¢) Technical material

Updating and publication of the computerized bibliographical database on women and
development (WINDEV)

d) Operational activities
Advisory services
Provision of technical cooperation services, upon request, to member countries in implementing

activities under the ECLAC and CDCC programme on women and development.

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 13.4:  Economic and social development ‘

"a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Expert meetmg to study relevant aspects of economic management and planning in the
Caribbean countries. ‘

" b) Non-recurrent publications
i) Two annual summaries of the economic performance of the members of CDCC.
ii) A study on social aspects of development in the Caribbean countries.

iii) A study on the trade policies of the members of CDCC during 1994-1995, with special
emphasis on analysmg prospects and proposals for action.

iv) A study on the performance of financial institutions, with emphasns on policy proposals
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' ¢) Operational activities
Advisory services

i) Provision of technical cooperation services, upon request, to the member countries and
national and regional institutions in analysing and planning economic and social development.

ii) Collaboration with non-governmental organizations in promoting economic and social
development in the Caribbean. |

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

i

Subject area 13.5: International trade and finance
a) Noh-récgrrgt_mt publications |
i) A document on specific aspects of economic integration in the Caribbean.
if) A document on financial development in the Caribbean.

iii) A document on global and regional developments and their impact on the countries of the
subregion. o ' ‘ :

" b) Information materials and services

Newsletter on international trade developments.
¢) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services, upon request, to member countries and subregional
institutions in conducting activities under the ECLAC programme on international trade and finance.

i

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 13.6: Tourism and industry

a) Non-recurrent publications

i) Two studies on relevant aspects of industrial poli/cy in the countries of the subregion.
i) A study on the performfmce and prospects of tourism in Caribbean countries.
. \ ./ E

e
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b) . Operational activities
Advisory s rvi S

Provision of technical cooperatron services, upon request, to member countrigs in connection
with the development of industry and tourism.

The execution of operation actiVities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 13.7: Environment and development'
a) Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meeting of experts on the use of economic and financial instruments to promote the objectives
of sustainable development. ¢

b) Non-recurrent publications
i) Updated environmental statistics on Caribbean countries.

ii) A study on the. envrronmental and economxc implications of sustainable development in the
countries of the Caribbean subregion.

¢) Technical material

Updating of a computerized environmental database which will provide the members of CDCC
with on-line access to this information. .

d) Operational activities
Advisory ser_g‘ ices ‘ P

1) Provision of advisory services, at the request of Governments in the area of environment and
development

ii) Provision of technical cooperation services, upon request, to member countries in the
implementation of the decisions and recommendations of the 1994 Global Conference on the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developmg States

iii) Active collaboration with other United Nations bodles and interested orgamzatrons in the
area of statistics on sustainable development

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.
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ubject area 13.8:  Science and technology

a) Servicing of intergovernmental meétings

i) Substantive servicing of two plenary sessions and four meetings of the Executive Committee
of the Caribbean Council for Science and Technology (CCST). ;

i) Two special meetings of experts from the technological extension service.

iii) A special meeting of éxperts from the core grouﬁ of the project on the history of science
and technology. ‘

i

b) Non-recurrent ‘pul_)ligatigns

‘A report on the current organization and management of science and technology in the
subregion. C -

c) Technical material

- Organization and development of a database on science and technology for the use of small- and
medium-scale industry. :

d) Operational activities
Projects on science and technology are expected to be under way during the biennium.
e) Intermediate activities

, Formulation of cooperation projects aimed at promoting science and technology in the
~ Caribbean subregion. . ‘ \ "

The implementation of these operational activities and the activities mentioned in a) ii) and a) iii)

'

is contingent upon the availability of extrabudgetary resources. ’

Subject area 13.9:  Information, documehtation and statistical services

\

Caribbean Information System‘
a) Rgcur"_r_‘ ent publications |
Four issues of CARISPLAN Abstracts (English only).
b) Information materials ahg servicés | i

i) Collection, organizatibn and dissemination of documents in support of the work programme
of the secretariat of the subregional headquarters for the Caribbean.
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ii) Twenty issues of Current (Awareness Bulletin (English only).
) Technical material

Maintenance and storage of bibliographic and full-text databases‘f'or remote access.

Statistical services |
a) Non-recurrent p ublications

Two publications on the main economic indicators for the Caribbean countries (one for each
year of the biennium).

b) Technical material

i) Incorporation into the database of statistics on intra-CDCC trade and selected statistical
indicators for the Caribbean countries.

ii) Improvement of the design of the database to facilitate remote access and the dissemination
of statistics relating to the economic and soaal situation of the Caribbean countries.

¢) Operational actwmes

Provision of training and advnsory services, upon request to the members of CDCC to
modernize their statistical services'and organize natlonal databases

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

/ Patent information and documentatiort
a) Organization and\ substantive servicing of meetings
Meetings of the Advisory Committee of the Caribbean Information System on Patents.
b) Ndh-recurrent publication

Report df the meetings of the Advisory Committee of the Caribbean Information System on
Patents. ' “ ’ '

The implementation of the above-mentioned activities is contingent upon the avallablllty of
extrabudgetary resources.
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Subject area 13.10: Technical support for the Organi?ation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS)
a) ’Ngn-rggurtent publications

A study on specific aspects. of development cooperation among the countries members of the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS). ‘

b) Operational activities
Agvigory services

,Provision of advisory services to the States members of OECS, through its secretariat, in
priority areas of development cooperation among these countries.

BN

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

Subject area 13.11: \Population and developmént
a) Non-recurrent publications |
| i) A digest of socio-economic Statistics. |
ii) A study on the relationship among population, devclopmeht and poverty.
iii) A study on teenage fertility anti socio-econt)mic relations in the Caribbean subregion.

iv) A document on demographic projections for the period 1990-2010 for the Caribbean
subregion. : ' ‘

b) Technical material

i

iy Updating and expansion of the socio-demographic database.
if) Expansion of computerized data systems on vital statistics.
¢) Operational activities

i) Provision of training and advisory services, upon request, to countries members of CDCC
in the fields of population policy implementation and evaluation, integration of population information
into development planning, demographic analysis techniques and evaluation and analysis of census data
and vital statistics. " ‘

ii) Launching of activities to follow up the International Conference on Population and

Development (September 1994) and, in particular, the Regional Plan of Action for Latin America and
- the Caribbean.

The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources. -
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413712+ Substantive servicing of CDEC meetings.*

’I‘wo sessmns ‘of the': Caribbear Development and Cooperanon Commxﬁtee (CDCC) a‘nd two
meetings of its Monitoring Committee.

2. Inter-ggency coopergtlon and halso \

S e e

The actlvmes of th’ ’sdbprogramme willibe camed out” elose cotlaboratxow wnh ECLAC
headquarters; and regutar rconsultations’ will: be held -anid activities coordinated, in-gach of the areas
mentioned, with various United Nations bodies, such as the United Nations Confstence on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the United Nations Environment ‘Programime’ (UNEP) iand' the United-Nations Populatlon
- Fund (UNFPA), as well as with other mtemamnal ireglonal andbsubreglonal organizations: yuuil

sl Forthe 1mp}ementatren of actlvmee rélated:to’ tite’economic Behaviour and’international frade of
the couritries served by 'the subtegional headquarterss penods}c consultations will be:held :with different
divigions:of the ECLAC §ystem; particularly ‘the Ecohomic Developent. Division; thel International
Trade, Finance and Transport Division and the Joint ECLAC/UNIDO Industrial and Technological
Development Unit, and with ECLAC subregional headquarters in Mexico, concerning inputs related to
Cuba, 'Haiti ‘and’ thie' Dominiican’ Republic:':Consultations will: alsorbe held with-UNCTAD:the Latin
AmgricanEconomic' Systent (SELA); thiei Catibbean: Community (CARICOM)  and: the Origamzation of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), and with the central banks of the membei” ¢counteies,: etsncemmg
specialized information for annual studies.

The activities dealing with social issues, partlcularly the integration of women into development,
will be carried out in close contact with the ECLAC Social Development Division and the Unit for the
Integration of Women in Development, while regular consultations will be maintained and actions
coordinated in each specific field with other international, regional and subregional agencies, such as the
secretariat of CARICOM, the Caribbean branch of Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era
- (DAWN/MUDAR), the Women’s Studies Department of the University of the West Indies (UWI) and
some United Nations bodies, including the Centre for Social Develobment and Humanitarian Affairs
(CSDHA), International Labour Organisation (ILO), International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

The activities in the areas of mdustrlal development and tourism will be carried out in close
collaboration with the Joint ECLAC/UNIDO Industrial and Technological Development Unit. Regular
consultations will also be maintained and activities coordinated with the Caribbean Association of Industry
‘and Commerce (CAIC), Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO) and other national and regional public
and private organizations related to this subject area.

The activities regarding natural resources ‘énd the environment will be carried out in coordination .
with the ECLAC Natural Resources and Energy‘ Division and the Environment and Human Settlements
Division. Coordination will also be maintained with UNEP, UNESCO and other United Nations agencies,
and. will include joint activities and consultations. Collaboration will also continue with subregional
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institutions such as CARICOM, OECS, the Caribbean Development Bank (CDB) and the Caribbean
Conservation Association (CCA).

Population activities will be carried out primarily in collaboration with the Latin American .
Demographic Centre (CELADE) of ECLAC and the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).

3. Sers an icipated uses of outputs
™
The main users of the outputs of this subprogramme will be government authorities and officials
responsible for economic and social affairs and for formulating and implementing policies, programmes
and projects in the subject areas mentioned, as well as international, regional and subregional technical
and financial cooperation agencies.

It is envisaged that the above-mentioned users will utilize these outputs as reference elements in
fulfilling their functions in their respective areas of responsibility. =

The outputs will be widely disseminated and may also be used by other institutions, particularly
in the private sector, such as academic and research centres, non-governmental organizations for the
promotion of development, entrepreneurial, labour and technico-professional associations and by the
press. ’ :

Users will be reached through the distribution of documents, dissemination through the Caribbean
Documentation Centre (CDC), technical cooperation and their participation in intergovernmental meetings
and meetings of experts. ’
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SUBPROGRAMME 14: REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND COOPERATION

Presentation

‘ This subprogramme focuses on momtormg and evaluating economic integration and reglonal
cooperation and providing technical support to the countries of the region in those areas, with a view to
promoting the full use of existing mechanisms and developing them further. .

Since the late 1980s'and the early 1990s, the topic of economic integration and cooperation in Latin
America and the Caribbean has taken on renewed relevance as a result of the fast growth of intraregional
trade and the launching of multiple initiatives for the conclusion of free trade agreements at both the
regional and the hemispheric levels. This process is reflected iin the emergence of new subregional
integration arrangements and in the reactivation of other, older arrangements, with the explicit aim of
arriving, in the near future, at the creatlon of free trade areas, customs unions and, in the longer term,
common markets..

These processes are also taking place in a context of reorientation of the reglon § economies
towards improving their competitiveness in world markets; the emerging integration models in Latin
Amerlca and the Caribbean support this outward- -looking orientation of the regional economy

Agamst this backdrop, the programme of work for the bxenmum 1996-1997 comprises activities
in three closely 1nterrelated subject areas of particular interest to the region.

The purpose of the activities in the first subject area is to analyse recent developments in economic
integration processes, through fulﬁlment of the agreements reached and the growth of economic flows
which reveal the nature and extent of the progress made; the most up-to-date, direct information will be
used in these analyses. In addition, the prospects and problems of the different integration schemes and
subgroups will be studied, and proposals will be formulated as to the dlrectxon they should take in the
future. < ‘

Activities in the second subject area will focus on analysing the reciprocal impact of the
commitments made under integration agreements and the general content and instruments of the economic
and social policy implemented by the countries of the region; the aim will be to evaluate the degree of
compatibility between the two processes and to suggest action to facilitate their necessary convergence.

The third subject area is devoted mainly to cooperation and advisory services in specific areas of
economic integration and cooperation, with emphasis on the institutional aspects of the integration
processes under way in Latin America and the Caribbean, which are relevant both to the performance
and evolution. of the different arrangements currently in force and to their prOJectlon towards more
ambitious forms of integration among all the countries of the region. /

Lastly, the programme of work includes techmcal cooperation activities benefiting countries of the
region and subregional integration bodies, some of which have already concluded cooperation agreements,
in fields related to the different subject areas under consideration. At the same time, efforts will be made
to establish institutional ties with the new centres of integration and cooperation that are emerging in the
region.
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1. Activities

Subject area 14.1:  Analysis, monitoring and evaluation of regional integration and cooperation
processes :

a) Non-recurrent publications
i) Report on recent developments in the integration proCess in Latin America and the Caribbean.

ii) A study on the prospects and problems of the various integration schemes and subgroups
with proposals for their future direction.

b) Operational activities

Advisory services

, i) Provision of technical cooperation services to the secretariats of subregional integration
bodies. ' SR

N
i

n) Provision of technical cooperatlon services to countrxes of Latin Amerlca and the Caribbean
‘that request them, partlcularly the relatlvely less developed ones, in the area of regional integration.

The execution of operatronal act1v1ties w1ll be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources. )

N

Subject area 14.2: Evaluation of integration agreements in the context of economic and social policies

a) Organization and substantive servicing of \meetings of experts

Meeting of experts on the problems mherent in the establlshment of a common external tariff
and other related agreements \ :

b) Non-recurrent pubhcgtions ~ | | N

~ A study on the social aspects of the integration process.

¢) Operational activities

J

Advisog{ services

Prov1s1on of technical cooperation services to the secretariats of subregnonal integration bodies
~ and to countries that request them, in the area of the evaluation of mtegratlon pohcnes

The executlon of operatlonal activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources.
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Subject area 14.3:  Cooperation and advisory services in specific areas of economic integration and
cooperation

a) Non-recurrent publications

A document on the institutional aspects of the various integration processes taking place in the
region. o .

b) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services to the secretariats of subregional integration bodies
and to countries that request them, in specific areas of economic integration and cooperation.

The execution of operational activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary
resources.

2. Intgr-ggency‘coopgration and liaison

Actlvmes under this subprogramme will be carried out mainly through the exchange of mformatlon
and the holding of technical consultations with the subregional headquarters and the offices of ECLAC
in various countries, as well as with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD), the Latin American Economic System (SELA) and the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT). \‘ \ ) ; ’

Close contact will also be maintained with the secretariats of some integration bodies, including
the Latin American Integration Association (LAIA), the Central American Common Market (CACM),
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the Andean Group and the Southern Common Market
(MERCOSUR). The subprogramme will also involve collaboration with some cooperation bodies, such
as the Association of Latin American Industrialists (AILA), the Latin American Iron and Steel Institute
(ILAFA) and the Latm American Association of Development Fmancmg Institutions (ALIDE).

3. Users and anticipated uses of eutputs

The main users of the outputs of this subprogramme will be' government authorities and officials
of the countries of the region, particularly those connected with regional integration and. cooperation.

Other users of these outputs will include regional and subregional integration and cooperation
bodies, academic institutions, research centres.and various private-sector organizations, such as producers’
associations, chambers of commerce and professional and technical bodies related to the toplcs dealt with
in the subprogramme.

Users will be reached through the distributionof documents and publications, technical cooperation,
~ periodic consultations and participation in intergovernmental meetings and meetings of experts.
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JOINT ECLAC/UNCTAD UNIT ON TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS

Presentation

The Joint ECLAC/UNCTAD Unit on Transnational Corporations is the coordination centre for
United Nations activities in this field in Latin America and the Caribbean. Its primary responsibility is
to study and analyse the economic, social and institutional effects of the operations of transnational
corporations in the region, in order to provide Governments with reference material that will enable them
to adopt policies and measures to take full advantage of the contribution of foreign investment to their
- countries’ development

The Unit’s work 'programme must reflect both the guidelines elaborated by the Commission on
Transnational Corporations and the mandates of the States members of ECLAC. These guidelines and
mandates originate in the sessions of both commissions. :

As the world economy’s globalization process gathers momentum, the leading role played by
transnational corporations, basically as a result of their mastery of modern technology, is becoming
increasingly evident. The economic and institutional reforms which most countries in the region have
introduced have resulted, in the current decade, in the recovery of flows of foreign direct investment,
which had declined during the 1980s. However, clear trends towards the sectoral specialization of such
flows and their concentration in a few countries have also emerged. -

The countries of the region have significantly reoriented their development, strategy to emphasize
‘better integration into the international economy and a consequent increase in the competitiveness of
domestic and forelgn firms, based on technical progress. As a result, production patterns are being
changed and modernized at the national level, and this involves new investments and the restructuring
of the industrial system inherited from the past. Transnational corporations undoubtedly can play a

complementary and key role in those processes, since they control large segments of international trade,
research and development and the consequent transfer of technology, as well as capital formation in the
world economy.

Comparative studies conducted under the work programmes of previous bienniums show that, in
general, capital and foreign technology have not played as dynamic a role in Latin America as they have
in the developing countries of Asia. In the latter, and particularly in the newly industrializing economies,
capital and foreign technology were vital factors in their growing incorporation into the new international
industrial order, based on the dynamism of their manufactures exports which stemmed from to their level
of technological sophistication.

Regional comparisons also highlight differences both in development strategies and policies and in
the forms taken by foreign investment and the ensuring participation of transnational corporations in the
recipient economies’ development. These differences, together with a series of structural and
macroeconomic factors, condition the capacity of foreign investment and transnational corporations to
promote a virtuous circle in which a technological learning process paves the way for a subsequent phase
of innovation in the countries of the region.
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- In order to deepen the-analysis of the above-mentioned processes and’ contribute to-the efforts of
the countries of the region to design strategies and policies to take advantage of foreign investment flows
and the participation of transnational corporations, the work programme for the 1996-1997 biennium
cons1sts of six closely mterrelated subject areas. o \

The activities scheduled in the ﬁrst four subject areas will consist of analysmg relevant aspects of
the potential contribution of transnational corporations to the development of local economies, such as
their role in industrial restructuring, their impact on the foreign trade of the countries of the region, their
participation in the transfer of technology and their consequent impact on the‘modernization of productxon
processes, and their relation to regional and subregional economic integration. In view of the growing
importance of this last area in recent years, specral attention will be given to the intérnationalization of
Latm Amerlcan ﬁrms w1thm and 0uts1de the regron o

A specnal chapter of the work programme concerns the analysrs of relevant pohcres to increase and
improve the share of foreign investment and transnational corporations in Latin American and Caribbean
development, s0-as to- intensify- the participation of the-countriés of the region in the new international
industrial order. To support the research and technical cooperation activities, updated information will
continue to be gathered on foreign investment in its various forms and on the activities of transnational
corporations in the countries of the region. Studies on these tOpICS comprise:the:two:remainitig subject
areas.

SRreLTEL T

Operational activities will also be carried out, including technical cooperation tissiofs to'¢ountries
requesting them, as well as meetings and round tables, which will help to disseminate the work of the
Unit and to'give the countries of the tegion'a better understanding of transnational corporations.

1: Activities™ oo e

Subject area 1: Transnational corporations and changing and modernizing of production patterns

Meetmg of experts to analyse the conclusrons of the studres on the role of transnatlonal
corporations in 1ndustr1al restructuring. : S v

\

b) Non-recurrent publications

* A document on transnational corporations and industrial restructuring. ‘-

) Intermediate activities

Two case studies on the role of transnatlonal corporanons m 1ndustnal restructurmg, and
updating of two previous studies'on the Same- subject DT L g TRty e Ty

CRRRCIEY 7,

/
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mmm_z_ Transnational corporations and the foreign trade of the countrie’s\‘ of the region

Non-recurrent publications -

A case study on transnational corporatlons and thelr 1mpact on foreign trade in selected sectors and
countrles ,

Subject area 3: - Transnational corporations and transfer of technology
Non-recurrent publications
Two case studies on transnational corporations and their impact on/technological modernization.

ject area 4:  © Transnational corporations and economic integration in Latin America and the
Caribbean

Non-recurrent publications

a) Report on the contrlbutlon of transnational corporatlons to economlc mtegratlon processes in
Latin America and the Canbbean \

i |
\

b) Report on the internationalization of Latin American firms within and outside the region.

Subject area 5: Pollcy alternatives for maxxmxzmg the contribution of transnational corporations to
’ development :

a) Non-recurrent publications

A study on the new conditioning factors and policy criteria for maximizing the contribution of
transnational corporations to the development of the recipient economies.

b) Operational activities . ' N
Advisory §grvices ‘

Provision of technical cooperation services to. the countnes at their request, in the area of
policies to maximize the contribution of transnational corporations to development ~

) Intermedlg_te activities

Updating of the analysns of economlc ‘and mstltutlonal reforms and relevant polmes in the
countries of the region.
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The execution of operation activities will be subject to the availability of extrabudgetary resources.

- Subject area 6: Information system on foreign investment
a) Non-recurrent publications
i) Two statistical yearbooks on foreign investment in Latin America and the Caribbean.

ii) Four publications containing summaries of the research under way and selected articles on
transnational corporations in Latin America and the Caribbean.

b) Technical material

Updating of the database on the legal framework for, and statistical information on, foreign
investment in Latin America and the Caribbean.

¢) Operational activities
Advisory services

Provision of technical cooperation services to the countries, at their request, in the area of
national information systems on foreign investment.

d) Intermediate activities . )

Preparation of annual reports on foreign investment in Latin America and the Caribbean. 4
The implementation of all the activities in this area is contingent upon the ‘availability of
extrabudgetary resources.

2. Inter-agency cooperation and liaison

Mutual cooperatlon will continue with various mtematlonal organizations, such as the World Bank,
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Latin American Economic System (SELA) and other/
United Nations bodies. In addition, official consultations on regional experiences in this field will be held
regularly with various government and non-govemmental organizations, in an attempt to form a network
of institutions related to this topic in the region and to promote cooperation among them.

3. Users and anticipated uses of outputs
The main users will be public and private entities responsible for taking decisions on matters related
to foreign investment and transnational corporations. The publications envisaged will also be made
available to regional or subreglonal development, integration or policy coordination bodies, academic and
‘research centres and business, labour, and technical and professional associations interested in this field.
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Users will be reached through the distribution of documents and partnc:patlon in regional,
subregional or natlonal seminars and round tables.

The documents produced are expected to serve as reference elements for the Governments of
member States for formulating and implementing policies aimed at maximizing the contribution of
transnational corporations to the development of the countries of the region.
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Annex

TYPES OF ACTIVITIES

1.1 Organization and substantive servicing of intergovernmental meetings

Organization of\»meeting‘s of representatives of governmental institutions of the member
countries to consider a specific topic relating to the functions performed by these institutions. In most
cases, ECLAC will prepare a report or substantive document on the topic in question.

1.2 Organization and substantive servicing of meetings of experts

Meetings of experts frfom outside the United Nations syStem, to provide advisory assistance
to the Executive Secretary of ECLAC on a specific topic. The Commission normally prepares a report
or substantive document on the topic to serve as a basis for the debates at these meetings.

2. Documents and publications
2.1 Recurrent publications D L
Studies and/or bulletins published by ECLAC with ai‘périodicity‘previously established in the

secretariat’s programme of publications, such as the Economic Survey of Latin America and the

Caribbean and the Demographic Bulletin.

2.2 Non-recurrent publications

Studies published by ECLAC, in accordance with its programme of publications, which do
not appear regularly. :

2.3 nghnical material

Information containeg in databases, computer software, inter alia, which does not fit into the
category of final outputs. ' : -

3. Inférmation materials and services

‘Includes all outputs whosekpurpose is to disseminate the activities of ECLAC, such as pamphlets,
informative notes and press releases, exhibitions and other visual materials, filmed and videotaped
documentaries, materials for radio broadcasts, guided tours and special events, among others.
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4, Operational activities

4.1 Advisory services

Technical advisory assistance to member countries at their request.

4.2 Group training

Specialized training seminars and courses pfganiZed and offered by ECLAC for the benefit
of member countries. ‘ o

5. Intermediate activities

All ongoing activities whose results could be used in the preparation of final outputs.



