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£, RULes GOVERFING CONSULT-TIVE AR ANGELNENTS

Provisions in the Rules of Procedure of the Commissicn

S The terms nf reference of the Commission include a provision on
. . 1 . . 7 3. .
relations with non-gevernmental organizations (paragrach 7 (b)), which
reads:
"The Commission shall make arrangements fer consultation
with non-gevernmental organizations which have been granted
consultative status by the Economic and Social Council, in
accordance with the principles approved by the Ccuncil for
this purpcse."
In accordance with this provision the Comuission includes in its
Rules of Procedure which were adopted at its first session in fulfilment

of paragraoh eleven of its terms of refersnce, rules on relations with

non-governmental organizations which followed the principles established

the Council,

"Rule 7

The provisional sesgion shall be drawn up by the
"Executive-Secretary in consultation with the Chairmen and shall be
"communicated to ths members of the Comrission ... to the non-governmental
"organizations in Category . and to the appropriazte non-governmental .

"organizations in Categoriss B and C, together with the notice convening

"the Commission,

"Rule 8

The provisiocnal y shall include:

(g) items propos:zd by non-gevernmentzl orsanizations in Category Ay
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"Rule 9
Befeore the IExecutive-Sceretary places an item proposed by . . . .
"a non-governm.ntal organization¥in Catcgery 4 on the provisionel agenda,

"he shall carry out with the ...... organization concerned such preliminary

"consultations as may be necsssary.

"Hule 47 A

As soon as possible the text of all reports, resolutionse
"recommendations, and other formal decisions made by the Commission, its
"sub-commissions or othzr subsidisry bedies and its committess shall be
"communicated to the lembers of the Commission, to Associzate lembers if and
when admitted, to éll other Members of the United Hations, to the

"gpecialized agencies, to the Inter-imerican meonomic and Social Ceuncil,

uq

"to non-governmental organizations in Catzgory 4, and to the appropriate

"non-governmental organizations in Catcsories B and C.

'Rule 49

Non-governmental organizations in Categories £, B and C may designate
"authorized reprcsentativoes to sit as observers at public meetings of the
"Commission. Non-governmental corganizations in Category o may circulate
ﬂto the manbers of the Comission written statements and suggestions on
"mattors within their compctanc;i Hon-governmental organizetions in

"Catsgories B and C may submit such statements cstions te the

"Execwt ive~-Secrstary. The Executive-3Sceratary will prepare and
"distribute at each session of ths Commission 2 list of such communications
Ureceived, briefly indicating the substance of each of them. On the
cques any Menb ¢ f the Comuissio e Executive-Sccretary wi
"reguest of any bor of the ission th tive-Sccretary will

"reproduce in full and distribute 2any such communication.
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The Commission may at its discration consult with non-governmental
"organizations in Categories 4, B and C on matters in which the Ceommission
"regnrds these organizations as having special competence or knowledge.
"Such consultations may be arranged on :he invitation of the Ceommission
"or on the request of the crganization. In the case of non-governmental

"or.aoniz ztions in Categories B and C consultzations might be eflected

"either direcctly or through ad hoc Committecus."

Council's kevicw of Consultative iarrangencnts

3. In February 1949, the Council instructed its Committce on

Hon-Govermnental Orzaniz-tions to revi.w the consultative arrangements
1/

with these organizations. in Februrry 1950, the Committee presented

its report (E/1619 and /dd.l and 2 and Corr. 1 and 2) which transmitted

to the tenth session of th: Council a revised statute concerning

consultative arrangements. This report and the revised statute were

adopted by the Council in itesolution 228 (£). The reviscd statute
provided two codes of consultztion with non-geovernmental bedics, one
for the Council itsclf ond onc for its functional commissions (See
innex II to this document).

The revised statute abolish.d category C, but made provision for
the cstablishment ef 2 register, to te kept by the Secrstary-General,

of crganizations in censultative status for whom status o or B was not

1/ hesolution 214 (VII)E of 16 Februsry 1949.
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appropriate.

L. Paragraph 17 of the ryport to the Council L/1619) stated:

"The proposals which thz committee makes do not cover
consultations with ths Regional FGconomic Comridissions, which wer

empowzred by the Council to =dopt thzir own rules of Droc=durv...
They have developed procedures and practices for consultation

which differ somcwhat both comparcd with thosc of the Council

and 2s emong themsslves. The Cormittize considers that this matter
should bs rovicwed in 1951 as part of the gensral review of the

place then.!

Regionel Kconomic Coummissions dus to take

i

e} J,‘)

Although its rules regarding consultation with NGO's now differ from
he two scts of rovised rules adopted by the Council, as stated in the

paragraph quoted above, the Comnission has mede no change in its

consultative arrsongements.,

1/ This arva
consultotive r

ment wes designad to cover cases whers full continuous
letionship was not aporo url 1ite, but where ad hoe

corisultation might be desirable fTQL time to time, It was intended to
apply particularly to organizstions which are hizhly specialized in a

narrow ficld. The register contains (1) organizations recommended for

inclusion by the Council or its Cormittes on Hon-Govermiental Organisations;

(2) international organiz-tions in consultative status or similar
relationship with a spccialized agency which have nobt besn granted
consultetive status in categories . or By and (3) otth 1ntqrn;tlonﬁl
organizstions which apply to th= Scerctary-General for inelusion and
which, in his opinion, have a significant contribution to make to the
work of the Council or its Sucaldl'ry bodics. »
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B, CONSULTLTIVEZ RELATIONS

sttendance by Non-Governmental Orgonizations at MNeastings
of the Comnission

Sic The Sessions of the Commission were attended by representatives
and observers of the following non-governmental organizations having

S

consultative status with the Economic and Social Council:

First Session

World Federation of United Nntions lissociations (Catggory'“)
Inter-smerican Council of Coimerce and Production (Category B)

Sccond Session

American Federation of Labour (Catugory 4)

orld Federation of Trade Unions (Category )
World Federation of United Netions Lssociations
National .ssociaticn of Manufncturers (USi) (Categ

o

Catugory :.)

to
ry B)

3

Third Session

International Chamber of Comasrcs (Catezory .)

International Confederation of Frec Trade Unions (Category «)
World Federation of Unitcd Hrticns issocirtions (Category «)
Inter-imerican Council of Conrwrce and Production (Category B)
International Orgmnizati-n for Standardization (Category B)
International Transport Workar's Federation (Category B)
National .issoci~tion of Manufacturcrs (USi) (Category B)

6. The non-governmental orzanizations represcented at the meeting of
ECLa have followed the work of the Commission with intercst. On
nwacrous occasions they have availed themselves of the facilities

accorded to them by the Commission to subnit statements and participate

in the debates, as has beon recorded in the Commidssion procecdings,
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Ixchonge of Docurients and Information

T Official ECL. documents are ragularly sent to the following

nen—-governnental orzanizations:

Ly

Organizations in Catopory .. consultative status
World Federation of Trade Unisns (WFTU)
Internatisonal C:-operative .lliance (ICH)

Intern=ztional Confederstion of Free Trade Unicns (ICFTU)

{I0C)

Cu .

International Chamber of Crommsre
Intcrnational Foderation of Agricultural Produccrs (IFaP)
International Federatisn of Christian Trade Unions (IFCTU)
Intor-Parliamentary Union (IPU)

International Organizetion »f Employers (IOE)

World Fedcration »f United Netions Asscciations (WFUNa)

Orpenizations in eategeory B consultative status

S Sl Ao

1

Intur-americen Council of Curmisrce and Produeticn (I14CCP)
Internetional Institute of ;dministrative Scicness
Internoti-nal Statistical Institutce (ISI)

¥
{
N

National lssociation of lianufecturers (ILN)

Organizati-ns on the Kegister of the Scerstary General

m

The Economebric Socicty

International Union of Producers and Distributors of Electrie
Do
rower.
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C. 1651 ReVIEW aND FUTURE Ak ANGEMaNTS

e The Commission's present arrangements for consultatiocn with
non-governmental or gzanizati-ns, while being based on the rules and
practices »f the Economic and Social Council which were in force
betwoen 1947 and 1649, differ from the provisions adoptéd by the
Council early in 1950 in Resclution 288 (X); these provisisns include

one sct of rules for the Council itself and one for the functional

comrdssions, ECL.'s present arrangements alsoc differ in some respects
from those of ECE and TLCLFE,

9. The Commission may wish to consider the revision >f the rules
rslating t» consultative relati-ns with NGO's to conform with the
provisions of Resslutin 288 (X) and in perticular to decide whether

the arrangements of the C-uncil or th-se¢ adopted by the C.unecil for

functisnal commissions should be applied.

10. A eomperison of the ncew arrangements of the Council and the
functional commission, which arc given in full in /Jnnex II to this report,
sugzaests that the latter are simpler and m-re gensral than thosce of the
Council and would make for grester flexibility in reletisn with
Non-Governmental Organizations, For this reas.n, 1t might appear

that the arrangemconts of the functional c;rﬂissi“n wauld be more

appropriate as a basis f2r any new rules governing the relations of

ECL:.: with Hon-Governmental Orgzanizoticns.

11. As indicated abavg, the Economic and Sseisl Council hes approved

the recommendation -n HNon-Governmental Organisations
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that consultative arrengements of the regismsl ceanomie conmissions
should be reviewsd in 1951 as & part of the gencral revisw of ths
comnidssi ms, now being underteken by the Aid hock Committee <n the

rganizaticns and cperatiosn of the Council and its Comnissions.

s Ponding any further action which may be taken by the Couneil in

this respect, the Commissicn mey wish to deeide thot it will apply

the provisions ~f Rus lutisn 288 (4) and in psrticular those provisions
which pcrtain to arrangencents for consultatin between Non-Governmental
Orzenizations and functi-nal comdssions, 2nd further, that any provision
in the existing rules of procedure ~»f the Comndssion which is incensistent

with Resoluti n 288 (X) shell be supcrseded.



