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GENERAL DEBaTE (E/CN.12/304) 
Mr. M A R H N E Z (Argentina) made some general observations 

on the current regions!! trade policy of Argentina, the object 
of which was to develop trading with the Latin American 
countriesj particularly neighbours of Argentina. The 
concentration of purchases of specific products took foremost 
place among the concrete problems raised by trade , since it 
was the aim of his country's policy to seek greater variety 
in trade. With reference to the problem of payments, he 
advocated barter trade as a means of cancelling out balances; 
that would stimulate interest in acquiring the necessary goods 
to balance trade. He pointed out the harmful effects of the 
policy of selected imports, originally applied in the main 
markets and subseouently extended to those of Latin America. 

/The need 
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The need to develop a truly joint commercial policy for the 
Latin America^ countries - was another problem. Such a policy 
might be inconsistart w i t h some of t h e o b l i g a t i o n s c o n t r a c t e d 

by c o u n t r i e s that were members of GATT, Lastly he spoke of 
shipping; a joint policy should be laid down, to ensure a 
larger p a r t i c i p a t i o n by national, merchant marines in intra-
r e g i o n a l trade, 

Mr. R̂ DiilGJ\T (Chile) Said that above all the markets 
for Latin American exports ha-1 to be defended. Effective 
collaboration would necessitate the replacing of the former 
pattern of trade by a comprehansive policy, since the former 
provided no secure markets for finished or sani-finisfced 
manufactured goods. Bilateral payment e agreements should 
gradually become multilateral. In view of the need for 
reconciling the positions of tne two groups of conntries -
members and non-maubers in GATT - he suggested that a standing 
commftbee should be set up. The Secretariat would then be in 
a position to aid in developing a new policy and would, have 
the support of the secretariat of GATT in trying to introduce 
uniformity into the policy of the Latin American countries 
and avoiding isolation. In general, that committee within 
ECLA would seek a better way to overcome the problems of 
intra-Latin American trade and would draw up a comprehensive 
trade policy to stimulate reciprocal trade, 

Mr. B^RBOSA DII OILVA (Brazil) commerisled this study on 
int ra-regional trade submitted by the Executive Secretary; 
similar studies should be undertaken for the remaining 

/countries, with 
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countries. with a thorough analysis of the overall situation 
in each. Indeed, some problems such as that of the Latin 
American payments union would depend on a system of international 
credits aid could not be settled independently, He also 
proposed the carrying out of specific studies, similar to 
that on intra-regional transport, 

Mr, BARRETO (Peru) agreed with the remarks of the 
Brazilian representative; it was desirable to broaden the 
work submitted by initiating an examination of exchange 
restrictions and controls, which were liable to cripple 
intra-regional trade, 

Mr, PaSTORI(Uruguay) stressed the need fo_- eliminating 

unbalanced trade through the fostering of trade and not'by means 
of restrictive mensures;; he mugger ted several solutions. 

The CHAIRMAN, speaking as representative of Paraguay, 
said his country was particularly interested, in frontier 
trade and transport; its trade with Argentina depended on 
two basic products: wheat and timber. Although payments 
problems should be studied by experts in a basis of 
multilateralism^ Paraguay's case, due to its special situation, 
should be considered on a broader basis. The problem of 
transport should also be given special attention, 

Mr. XÍMADÜR (Mexico) observed that several general 
conclusions might be drawn from the analysis, of' trade between 
the southern countries. A study extended to the remaining 
countries would, however, bring them more Into fobu.~-, 

/CONCLUSIONS RELATING 
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CONCLUSIONS RELaTING TO PRODUCTS IN CURRENT TRADE-
The ChL\J?M>>y., after an exchange of views, asked 

the Committee Secretary to give a brief outline of the 
study's main conclusions relating to. foodstuffs and raw 
materials separately * 

Mr. IVOVTQI (Secretary of the Committee) explained 
that an analysis of trade in the principal food products 
showed, in the first place, that the demand for thai grdw 
more rapidly than their production. Thus,, unless each 
country's plans for self-sufficiency were,completely 
successful, there would be a tendency for the supplying 
countries to hold an increasingly stronger position in trade 
'negotiations., another' basic fact .was that countries with a 
food deficit were unable to export to other regions part of 
the production which they normally delivered in payment for 
their imports of food;- that occurred when Argentina's wheat 
exports decreased in 1952. 

On the raw materials exported by c o u n t r i e s with a food 
deficit, only five had increased in relative-importance since 
the pre-war period, while the others showed, a marked decrease, 
chiefly because of payment s and transport difficulties. He 
drew particular attention to the position of "¡iron a.rd steel 
and to the possibilities of an increase in trade which might 
result from special agreements between Chile and ar-gentina.. 
It was to be observed, in the case of. .copper.,- .that while.. 
Latin America was one of the chief exporters;, some. Latin, 
American countries imported copper from other regions or 

/tried to 
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tried to utilize substitutes. Similar payments difficulties 
had prevented greater intra-regional trade in sulphur, 
fertilizers and other commodities, 

Within the limits of the statistics available, there 
could also be noted a progressive decline in the trade in 
manufactured goods, both in the number of products and in 
the value of the transactions. That showed the urgency of 
removing the difficulties caused by trade policies, payments 
structure'and transport so as to avoid 1 isolation of the 
countries in the area, 

Mr, MARTINEZ (ARGENTINA) referred to the comments 
made in the study on the products forming Argentina *s 
traditional exports. The conclusion with regard to the 
lack of parallelism between the graphs of production and 
consumption of wheat might lead to erroneous deductions, 
since the recent Argentine harvest of 1952-1953 bad amounted 
to some 7,800,000 tons. That had made it possible to 
undertake'to export 1,500,000 tons of wheat to one of the 
countries in the area, an amount greater than the total 
imported by the area in 1952. 

While the prices of wheat exported by Argentina to other 
countries in the area were higher than those prevailing in 
the dollar area, the prices of the products which had to be 
bought With the foreign exchange proceeds-from those sales 
were also not' comparable vith those prevailing in other 
regions. That problem had been overcome in the most recent 

/agreement with' 
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agreement with Brazil, whereby parity of prices had been 
established, 

With regard to livestock and meat, he thought the 
figures given in the document for the?---cattle population in . 
1952 were not in accordance with the result s of the 1947 
census (41 million head of cattle). nor with the preliminary 
figures of the still uncompleted cattle census of 1952, which, 
as the President of the Republic had indicated, amounted to 
some 45 million head« Those figures might alter the conclusions 
reached by the document on the relationship between meat 
stocks, slaughtering and productive capacity. He requested 
the Secretary of the Committee to take his information with 
regard to cereals and stock-raising directly from the 
Argentine delegation's statement in the corresponding -
Committee. 

Mr, BARBCS,! Da OILVA (Brazil) confirmed the 

Argentine representative's remarks, but felt they did not 
invalidate the conclusions of the report, since the increase 
in population and improvement in the standard of living 
would continue to increase the dan and for foodstuffs 
beyond the capacity of the importing countries to pay, 
Argentina's own economic development requirements would 
make it explore markets for wheat in other areas in order 
to obtain the supplies it required. 

It was consequently desirable to broaden the studies 
to cover other products which would help to increase the 
paying- capacity of food-importing countri.es. Such an 

/increase might 
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increase might, for example, be possible through increased 
exports of textiles, ceramics and other manufacture;! goods. 
The.-supply of raw materials was also most important for 
eeonomie development and he hoped that more detailed studies 
would be made of the possibilities of a greater trade in 
PO mmoditie s- su ch a s su lphur an d t in, 

The meeting rose at 5-20 Poirt, 


