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This Paper gives in outline form some of the difficulties, issues and
problems experienced by Caribbean countries at the present time and
indicates some of the areas that could be considered in formulating

a possible strategy for the 1980's.

A more detailed discussion of

these points is contained in the documents circulated,
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SUMMARY OF ISSUES AND PROBLEMS IN THE CARIBBEAN
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Present Framework

physical characteristics: small size, resource base;

geographical situation: strategic location, external

involvement;
legacy of'colonialism;

differences in constitutional, political, economic,

linguistic and cultural situation;

absence of significant inter-country linkares

but presence of metropolitan linkages;
weak institutional structure in society;

inadequate infrastructural facilities to support

development efforts;
high degree of import/export dependence;
undiversified economic structures;

content and orientation of education system.
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Issues and Problens

maintenance of social and political stability;

diseconomies of small scale in administration,

production, services;
weakly integrated economy;
better mobilisation of domestic resources:

devising and enforcing prices' and incomes' policy,
I policy

industrial discipline, productivity;

concentrated economic development on selective basis -

// 1

vs, mass limited improvement;
diagnosing and tackling root problem of poverty;
education and integration of women in development;
migration policy: brain drain, optimum use of remittances:
gap between administration and general public;
communal responsibility especifally for communal services;
closed economy vs., open economy;

endogenous development of social sciences to enable each

soclety to elucidate its own problems; N

structural changes in the economy to cbviate dependence

of external capital flows for development;
national economic management;

new and renewable sources of energy.






IITI Sub-regional Approach

suitability of integration mechanism, political/functional;

1

planning on a sub-regional basis;

sub-regional projects: design and implementation;

role of United Nations bodies.

IV Intermational Considérations

- stable and remunerative prices for commodities:

- access for semi-manufactures and manufactures in developed

countries;
- greater volume of official development assistance;
- economic and technical co-operation among developing countries:
- role of transnational corporations;
— external debt servicing;

- reform of the international monetary system.






