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AIIJNOTATE D PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

1. Ope12ing2.j.dre s ~ 

This is a se ssion of an organ of the Unite d Nations and ,ull, 

the r efore , bo opened by the Chairman, v.lho will call upon the 

the r epre s entative or r e pre s entative s of tho Nexic<:!n Goverrunent to 

delive r the addr e ss or addre sses of welc0Qe to the COillITassion. 

This will be followed by e.ddresGes by the Chairman and the 

r epre senta tive of t he Se cretary- Gimer 2.1. 

2. El e ction of Offic e rs 

The rul es of pr ocedure provi de for trIG e l e ction of a Chairman, 

two Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur. Upon his el e ction, the Chairmen 

will, at once , take ov(:; r the conduct of the Se ssion, and he may ",i sh 

t o make some r ema rks. Upon the e lection of t he Vic e- Chairl:J.en and 

Rapporteur, the First Hee ting will probably be ad journe d . 

3. Adoption of t he Ag~Eda 

The fir s t busine ss of the Second l"ieo ting i<Jill be a sta t ement by 

the Exe cutivG Se cre t ary. The Commission will the n a dopt the Age nda 

on the ba sis of t he provision al one pre pa red, according to the rule s 

of pr ocedure , by the Exe cutive Se cre t a ry in consultati on i".Ji th the 

Chairm,.e n . 

4. Re cent De ve l opr;v:n t s and Tr end s in t he Econ o!!1X of La tin America 

The Economic ourvey of Latin i:'me rica 1950 pre pa r ed for this 

se ssion is a study on r e cent trcmd s aIld de vc lopmentsin the r egion; 

it rovers the period from the tmd of the Well' to 1950 ancl, to the 

/8xt ent tnat 
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extent th~t it wa s found possible, comparison is m~de \dth war and 

prewar years. 

The Survey is divided in three parts: part one is an 

Introduction in which an attG~pt is made to de scribe and analyze 

the most i mportant economic happenings of the postwar years in 

Latin j~merica ; in doing so it goe s into the fields of agriculture, 

industry, mining, inflation, the bah.nce of p~YJl'.ents illld foreign 

exchange . 

Part two analyzes recent trends and developments on a country 

by country ba sis, including studio s on :"rgentina, Brazil, Chile, 

Colombb., Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala., i'iexico, Uruguay and 

Venezuela . 

Part three consists of a series of studies on certain basic 

r aw mat erials, limted for this yec.r to some minerals of prinary 

inport:mce. 

It should be exple.ined that even if the e:llphasis of this study 

is on rec ent events, the econo!:uc probl Gtls of the region are 

considered through,)ut the study in the light of the basic structure 

of the econ0r.d.e s of the Latin American countries and :lr6 

interreb t ed generally ..Iith the studies on economic developnent 

prepared by the Secretariat. 

The study of IIEffects of the United StQte s Def-ense Progrlr:une 

on Latin Ancric311 countrie s ll analyzes the effect of this programme 

on Latin American trade, with spe cial emphf:l. sis on the availability 

of capital and other essential goods for the ec on omic development 

of the Latin Ame rican countries. 

5. EconolT'dc Devel')pment Problems 

The Secretariat ha s pre p"l.red f or the conside ration of the 

Com'TIission several studies related to the most important problems 

of Ec ,)nor.'.ic Development. The prepo.Y'C'.tion of a series of stUdies 

on Economic [Jovelopnent in latin j Derican co;mtries which was 

started in the past ye",rs has be em continued, covering for this 

S(" SSi_ '''l1~ B,) _'·vi <q~ CurD. and Gup.t emala. Last year's studie s 
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included rlrgentina, Brazil, Chile and fiIexico. 

The studie s on Economic a.nd Legal Status of Foreign Investments 

are also a continuation of those presented at the Third Session. The 

studies submitted l e. st year included, the following countrie s: 

. /l.rg.:;r!tina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Uruguay, Guatemala, 

Hexico &nd Venezuelo.. The studies for this session cover Bolivia, 

Co sta itic2-, Honduras, Peru and Paraguay. 

IIThe oretic al~\nd Practical Problems of Econornic Growthll is a 

study in ",!hich special consideration is given to the problems of 

prograrJInes f or economic development. 

The study on Productivity of the Cotton Textile Industry in 

Selected Latin i\merican countrie s ld2,S undert :::.ken ,is a special 

project in cm3ffort to e stablish thd facts and EJ.n3.1yze the f actors 

affecting productivity in uncle r- uev81oped c )untri8s. 

The report on tho Technical Assistance Progro.mme describes the 

progress made in the field ;)1' Teclmic21Assisttmcein -Latin America 

e.nd has been prepared at the spe cial request of the Com.mssion at 

its Third Se ssion. 

The Commission at its Third Sc;ssion also requested tho 

Executive Secreto.ry, in coopsr::::.tirJni,:ith the International Labour 

Organiz ation a..'1d other specialized agencies concc; rned, to s et up a 

kJorking Com,uttee at the 3ecrJt2.::L"ir,t Leve l to study the r e1 2,tion 

between economic dev':3lopment of te.tin AmeriCa end IIIJn1ig r a tion and 

to assist the L?tin IJ;1erican countric: s, a t their r equest, in the " 

promoti on of economic deve l opment thrcmgh irruT!igration •. 

6. .E2.EGi~n Trade ProblGGs 

The Study of Latin American-European Trade was undertaken a t 

the r equest of the Co!':",missLm at its Third Session in a r e solution 

a sking for (;" study on W3YS and m02.ns t o expand tr3de between Latin 

hmerica and E,urope , ,)l1 ba.ses which are pr.:,ctical and equitable to 

the int~ re sts of both groups of countrie s. This. study analyzes the 

f !:'tctors tha t ha ve affected l ong-te rn deve loplnents of Europe an':' Latin 

Arnerican trade and present problec: s of po.yr::ents. It also 2n'ilyzes. 

triangula r trade relations between Latin hmerica, Europe and the 

/United State s. 
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United States. The Survey will present a series of commodity 

studies t::J shoH the va.ri':.tions in the sh2.re of Europecln supplies 

coming fr 'om L3.tin America. 

The report on United St2.tes co.pacity of abs,orbing American 

Products is an attempt to c:nalyze the influence of economic 

n.ctivity in the United States on imports from Latin America. 

7. 	 ECLA-FAO Joint Hark Pr~)gr2mme 

EeL.A and FAO have continued cooperating in the field of L")od 

and agriculture in Latin America and in November 1950 a new and 

comprehensive agreGElent w[-',s signed by the Executive Secretary of 

ECLA and the Director Genen.l ..)f FAO. A note by the EX8cutive 

Secretary gives an accourlt of the new agreenent and of the common 

activities in tr.e region. 

8. 	 Measures to increase the C1.:::::.:a.~lob.ility of supplies of educational...!, 

scientific and . cultur2J D.2-.!:.'~ials 

The C")E'lYllission at its Third Session passed a resc.)lution 

requesting the Executive Secretary L ) collaborn.te with the Director 

General ;jf UNE SCO in the study of measures to increase the 

availability of supplies of educational, scientific and cultural 

materials. A note by the Exacutive Secretary reports on the action 

taken on this matter. 

9. 	 Heasures in relation to intern2.ti,:mal 2.ction L)r c~)nservatLjn and 

utilization of ncm-agTicultur,'ll re sources 

The Economic e.nd Social CJli..l1cil Elt its twelfth sessi..)n passed 

a resoluti on ,on "I1easures in relati,)n to international action for 

conservation and utilization of non-agricultural resource~11 in 

which, inter ali,:::., a request is D;-,dc) t·) the regi,)nal cOlTLrnissions 

t,) consider this matte r imd make such recorrrrr,endations as they deem 

would be useful. The Executive Sccrctary has prepared a note on 

this subject. 

10 .. S,)uth A:neric:m P,)trJleLL'1l Institute 

The EC.iI1);:u.c and SOCLll C-.J uncil decided at its tenth sessLm 

t,j place the South j:j-:lcrican PetrJlcum Institute on the register of 

/Non-Governmental 
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Non-Gove rmnenta l Or ganizati:m s, and has a sked the Ec :m omic 


C.jrnmi:ssion f or Latin Ame rica t o advise the Council ,In the 

./' 

applic ation of the S,)uth Ar.leric2.11 Petroleurn Instit ute for 

consultative st 2.tus in cat egory B. By an Ad.;:linistra tive 

ove rsight this que stiml wa s n ~}t put to the consideration uf the 

CormJissi on a t its Third Se s.sion and, ther ef or e , the Cornmission 

will have t o c onside r this matter and t ake a de cision during 

this s e ssion. 

11. Coor din"ti,)n between the E~on.;;mic COQrnission fJr Latin ArJe rica 

and .the Inter- AD.e ri.can Ec on omic and Socia l Council 

I n a cc·Jrdance with paragra ph 9 of its terms of refe r enc e the 

C::mllnissi ,:m has CJ ope r ated and t aken · the necessa r y m0a sures t o 

coor dinate its activities with. the Inte r-iu::e ric an Ec onomic and 

S)ci a l Cc'unci1. i\S in previous years the se arrangements will be 

'reviewed by ,the' C ,)rnEri.s'si6n~'-· 

12. Rel 2. tLms with Non-Goverm:J.ents.l Or gi.'.nizatLms 

At its t enth se ssion' the .Econ 0rhic and S:)cia l Council revised 

the statute f or c onsulta tive arr[mgenents with non- g,we rnmental 

or ganiz 3.tions , an e. ndoptect two systeLs of rule s, one f or the Council 

itself and an ,')the r ,0qe f or'itsfuncti'Jne.l cormnissions. 

In a ccor do.nce with pa ragr aph 7 (b) of the COr.b;)issLm's ·te r ms 

of r eferenc e thisactLm by the Econ:Jmic and Social C,)uncil calls 

f or the r evisi on of the rule S ofprpcedure of the Commission dealing 

with r e l a tLms with n ,Jn- gove rnmenta l )r ganizati .,:ms. The COIllfi'.ission 

will need, subj e ct t o the npprova l ;)f the Council, . t o adopt one or 

e t he r of the new pr0ceclure s. : The.E:xecutive· Se cre t a ry is suggef:ltil',lg 

t o the COiT"-lission that the rule s adopted J or the functi0nal 

c om,'Jis3i ons be appli8d by the Commis si on, because they a r c simpler 

and nc r e . gener21 then those. of the Council itself and would appear 

the r ef or e ;:loresu~,t nblG . · 

The C·) l:!L.isSl ::Il may 1,2.1;h t ,) c ')n'sic:e r the work progr anrne of the 

, S-."'c,·~ t[l.rip. t fc)r ; 1951~1952 in the light of the Prvgr e ss · Report of 

/ the Executive 
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the Executive Secretary and his statement for the Ad-Hoc Committee 


of the Council, as well as in the light of the reconunendations to 


be adopted at the Fourth Session. It is suggested that this item 


be considered during the latter part of the Session. 


The Executive Secretary intends to present in the course of 

the session a statement which will include continuous projects, 

projects already started and new projects contemplated. In 

accordance with the decisions of the General Assembly and the 

Economic and Social Council, he will indicate what are the 

financb.l imPlications of the COll'unission I s decisions, in order 

to facilitate the considerations of the \\Iork Prograrrune of the 

Commission from the point of view of the most economic use of 

available resources and of priorities attached to various projects. 

14. 	Review of Hegional Economic Commissions by: the Economic and S.ocial 

Council 

It should be recalled that the Economic and Social Council 


included in the Comnlission 1s terms of reference the following 


paragraph: 


IINot later than 1951 the Council shall make a special review 


of the work of the Commission with a view to deterrrlining whether 


,the Commission should be terminated or continued, and if continued 


what modification if any should be made in its terms of reference ll • 


The Gener?l Assembly at its Fifth Session adopted resolution 


409 (V) which reads: 

liThe General AssGmbly 

Takes note with satisfaction the Econorrlic and Social Counci.l1s 

decision to undertake in the near future a complete review of its 

organization and operation and that of its Commissions; and 

Expresses the opinion that the Regional Economic Commissions 


should be rnainte.ined, e.lthough their organization and terms of 


reference may h~ve to be revised in the light of the experience 


acquired since their e stablishrnent. " 


The 	Economic and Social Council at its eleventh session 

/decided to 
\ 
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decided t o r eview the work of the Regional Economic Commissions at 

its Thi r t eenth Sess,ion t o be held in July 1951 and appointed an 

Ad-Hoc Committee to r eport to the Council on the organization and 

oper ation of the Council and its Commissions. Document E/AC.34/6 

contains a statement prepar ed by the Exe cutive Secretary of ECLA 

i mplementing a suegestion made by the Assistant Secretary-General 

in charge of Economic Af f airs at the f irst mee ting of the Ad-Hoc 

Committee,which the Committee approved . This st a.t ement had to be 

pre sented to the Ad~Hoc Committee of the Council prior to the 

Commissionls Fourth Session. 

The C.')JIl.r:Uss i on may wish t o r eview the Executive Se cretaryl s 

stat ement cmd supplerr,e nt or modif y it, and present fully its views 

and r ecoml1l8ndations in conm;xi on with the Council l s r eview of the 

r egional c,)mmissions. It is expected that these views and 

r ecommendations would be incorpor ated in the annual r eport of the 

Conunission t o th~, C)uncil. 

The Cormnission mCJ.y wish t o c,)Ds i dcr i t e:ns 13 and 14 of the 

Agenda t ogethe r. 


