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Mcntevideo, Uruguay, 5 June 1950

Opening Address : :
This 1s & Session of an orgen of the United Nations and will
therefore be opened by the Chairman, who will call upon the

reypresentative or representatives of the Uruguayan Government to
deliver the address or addresses. of welcome to the Commissions.
This will be followed by addresses by the Chairman, the

repréesentative of the Secretary-General, and the Executive .

. Secretary.

Election of Officers

"The rules of procedure provide for the election of a Chairman,
two Vice=-Chairmen and a Rapporteur. Upon his election, the
Cheirmén will at once take over the conduct of the Session and upon
completion of his remarks the First Meeting will probably be
adJourneds The election of the Vice-Chairmen and Rapporteur would

then be the first order of business at the Second Meeting.

Adoption of the Provisicnal igenda (Document I/CN.12/163)

The Agenda has been prepared by the Exccubive Secretary in
consﬁltation)with The Chairman; During the discuseion on the
adoption of the Agendé the Chairman may wish to submit his

report on credentials.

Economic Situation and Basic Economic Development Problems in Iatin

America

* This document has been reproduced in New York from the original lssued at

Bantiago. JEcenamic Suwwve
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Econcmic Survey of Iatin America 1949 (Document E/CN.12/16k)

The Survey has been rrepared by the ECLA Reeearch Centre and

is crganized around the centrel idsa of economic deovelopment. It
Iresents an analysils of the general prcblem of cconomic develomment
of Iatin America and an attenpt is made to give a theoretical
interpretation of the process cof development. In additiou, a study
le presented of the long-term tr@ndu and woplems of economic
develoment in a limited number ©f countries, as a part of a ressarch
programme covering the twenty latin fmerican Republics. The rate of
developnent in verious branches of industry, mining and ag riculture
is analyzed in relation to populetiocn growth, the capacity to oxport
and import, the rate of investment, and the nesd for capital
investment,

The Survey 1s.divided into three perts: rart I will deal with
the current economic situwation, with perticwlexr refercnce to the
balance of payments position of Letin Amsrican countrics as effected
by recent trends in prices, This part will not be mresented until
the opening meeting of the Third Sessilcn in order that 1t mey contain

the latest available information. Part II rrecents &n anslysis of the

genex ral problem of develomment for the latin %merican countriesas, A

decreqsing rate of exports (in relation to population growti),
accoxr&nied by an increasing rate of industriel development and
increasing pressurc cn imports are exaunined as a factor of persistent
disequilibrium, The conclugicng end findings are Pased upon cate
collected and analyzed by the Secretariat. Yart III consists of a
series of studies of development in individuel countries during the
rast twenty-five yeare., There arc chavtsrs on Ar;entind, Drazil,
Chile, Cuba, Mexico and Urugugy. Tate are iwosented for each of
the countries showing: the long-term tronds in sgriculture, industry
and trade;

The Economdc Survey also has a number of annexes which are
speclal detailed studies of agriculture end industry in the

above-menticned countries, a study of mining in Iatin /merica, and

L.'., /e study on
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a study on public finance in selected countries of Latin Americ

United Nations Technical agsistance Programme

This paper gives a brief account of the present United Nations
technicel esgistance Irogramme for economic development and
discusses the prcblem in relation to en cxzpended programme ior

technical assistance.

Foreign Trade Frchblems

Report of the Sscretariat on Trade Trends and Policies in Latin
Americe. (Docunent E/CN.12/165)

Executive Secretary's Note on Trade Studies and Mectings of
Trade Experts., (Document E/CN.12/168)

In addition to the Hooaomic Survey in which the role of trade
in econcmic developwent ls analyzed, the Secreteriat nas mrepered
a short report on trade trends &pd pelicles in Iatin America. The
first part of this peper deseribes brlelly the significant changes
that heve taken plece during 1948 end 1949 in the velus and volume
of imports and exports end in the geographic dlstribution of trade
for the Iatin imerican countries. The data presented in the '
gtatistlcal tables show imports and exports and the distrivution
of trade for the yoars 1928, 1938, 1940 end 194%9. The second part
of the report gives a brief account of treands in coumercial policies
in several Iatin imerican countries in relation the problem of
persistent disequilibrivm which is enalyzed in the Economic Swrvaye
The secticn con trade policies thus attempts to define some of the
asic policy issues which are facling the letin Amcricen countries
ag a consequence of world trade discguilibriuvzm and of their cown
inability to increass lmportes at a rate comensurate with the

increase of nationel inccue,

onditions r..tiwtin‘g Forelen Investments in Iatin America

Economic and Legal Status of Foreign Investuments in Selected
Latin American Countries - Report by the Secretariat. (Documents
E/CN.12/166, E/CN.12/166/4dd.1 te &/CN.12/166/544.10)

/Beckground docunents
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‘Backorotnd documents grepared by the Unltéd Neticns ‘Secretariat:
g+ International Capital Mo 'emunts durinc the Inter-ver feriod,
1949 (United Nations Publ ications ._x,.les 1Co. 1949, IT.D e)

bBs © Methsods of Financing Econcmic Developuent of Under-developed

: Countries., (Docvment E/161k4/Rev,l1) _

The Secreteriat has prepered a sories of studies on the eccnomlc
end legal status of foreign investments for the following countrice:
Argentire, Brezil, Chile, Coluzbia, Cube, Guaterals, Mexico, Urugwey,
end Venezuela, nech of the studies ;gr~s«,rtb & briei hlsmx,y' of the
kinds, amounts and uses of foreign inveptwents ; their reletivs |
importance and econcmic siemnic&nca with particuldr referencs to
oconcuic development; government ppl ¢y and lezal ox'ovis,hu 5; Sorelen
investuents in partlculer industrics; and recent develommente
affecting foreim livestmonts,. |
Re;port cf the ECLA-FAC C_ggp rative unit on fywdcultvral Credlt dr
Central /mericen Countries. (Ducwuenis m/bu.l“/lo?, L/U\I 12/107/“4 1 to
E/\,Iu.le/l [/44d.5)

This xepurt is based upon a fleld survey of existing agricultural

credit institutions and the needs and rrovlems of agricultural credit
in the Central American countries., 3 e

Réport of the Secx"etariat“on Situation and Prospects of Irmnigration

 in Selected Latin Lmerican Countries (Document E/CR._12/169]

This report is also based on a fleld study of immigration ‘

"I_'Q:'rbblems in'Brazil Chile and Venezuela. Iach of the countiy

studien presents a brief introductory chapter on econamic pI‘Oble‘mb
ai‘fectinb Irmigratlon; govermment peliciles; crraunizaetion ‘and; se b-up
for carrying out such policles; recent dmmi raticn experlen,co; plans
for future limigration; and the needs of the countries for |
immigrents, —' | | i
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