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I .  OmGlÑ Of THE STUVV

D u p i n g  i t s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  t h e  l U S S P ' s  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  o n  t h e  T e a c h i n g  o f  D e -
1/ .m o g r a p h y  —  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  e f f o r t s  o n  s u b s t a n t i v e  a s p e c t s r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  a n d  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s  l e a v i n g  d e l i b e r a t e l y  a s i d e  . i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  c o v e r e d  s o  f a r  b y  s e v e r a l  m e e t i n g s  a n d  s t u d i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  c a r r i e d  o u t  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o  b y  t h e  U n i o n ’ s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h i s  s a m e  s u b j e c t .  —  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  G r o u p  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  a n  i n - d e p t h  s t u d y  o n  a s p e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t s  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  w a s  n e e d e d .  I n  f a c t ,  i t  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  e f f o r t s  h a d  b e e n  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t e a c h i n g  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  c o n t e n t s .  I t  w a s  t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n .

T h e  G r o u p  a l s o  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  g e t  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  p r e c i s e  b o u n d a r i e s  f o r  w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  d e m o g r a p h y  o r  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s ;  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  p a i d  i n s t e a d  t o  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  w i t h o u t  a d o p t i n g  a  p r i o r i  p o s i t i o n s .
F o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  i t  w a s  a g r e e d  u p o n  t h a t  i f  a t t e n t i o n  w a s  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  a n d  o n  t h e  p e r s o n s  t o  w h o m  t h i s  t e a c h i n g  w a s  a d d r e s s e d ,  i t  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f o u r  m a i n  c a t e g o r i e s :

a )  T r a i n i n g  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e m o g r a p h e r s  o r  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ;
T h i s  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  w a s  s e t  u p  b y  t h e  U n i o n ' s  C o u n c i l  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 8  a n d  i s  i n t e g r a t e d  b y  M e s s r s .  R o l a n d  F t e s s a t  ( F r a n c e ) ,  P e t e r  M e  D o n a l d  ( A u s t r a l i a ) ,  G u i l l a u m e  W u n s c h  ( B e l g i u m ) ,  L o u i s  L o h l e - T a r t  ( U n i o n ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t )  a n d  G u i l l e r m o  M a c c i o  a s  C h a i r m a n .  I t s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 7 9  w h e r e  a  w o r k  p r o g r a m m e  w a s  a d o p t e d  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  M a n i l a  G e n e r a l  C o n f e r e n c e .A  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  i n  e a r l y  J u n e  1 9 8 0  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s u r v e y  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e  G r o u p .  O n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G r o u p  w e r e  a s s i g n e d  d i f f e r e n t  t a s k s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  G r o u p  h a s  s i n c e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t ,  b y  p o s t ,  t h e  w o r k  i t  w a s  e n t r u s t e d ,  c e n t e r i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  U n i o n ' s  H e a d q u a t e r s .C o m m i t t e e  o n  t h e  T e a c h i n g  o f  D e m o g r a p h y  ( 1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 4 )



b) Teaching of demography, as a subject, in the training of professionals 
in other disciplines;

c) Population education and information, and other related activities;

d) Teaching of demography at the high school level

Category (a) includes those programmes, whatever their leyel, offered at uni'- 
versities, academic centres, training centres or other national or international 
institutions, aimed at training persons qualified to conduct specialized work in 
the field of population studies and that are recognized as ccirpetent in the labour 
market. Within this category, two sub-categories can be easily identified: formal 
acadmic teaching and training of technicians.

These sub-categories, on their turn, can also be divided following other cri
teria, such as level, duration and errphasis placed on teaching.

Category (b) is related to demography as an independent subject vdiich is con
ducted on a regular and systematic basis in training centres -mainly universities- 
as part of the curricula for the training of specialists in several disciplines 
(i.e. Eoouujtàcs, Docxology, oeuyrapiiy, neuxcxne,. c l c .j .

The third category (c) includes a wide range of situations regardless of the 
institutions offering the training, which have the aim to transmit, disseminate or 
promote knowledge, research findings or values and even to motivate action in the 
field of population. All these efforts have a common feature, they are not intend
ed to provide professional training in any specific discipline.

The fourth category (d), teaching of demography at the high school level, is 
easily identified taking into account the nature and place in which it takes place. 
Although exairples of this type of training are scarce, it does exist and is charac
terized by providing basic knowledge of a non-professional character.

In order to accampiish its tw3-year prograiraie, the Working Group agreed to 
concentrate on the first two categories. This for very simple reasons: the differ
ent degree of interest they present, motivation and capacity of the members of the 
Group and the usual time and budget limitation.
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The survey, which pi?ovided the raw material for the analysis that follows, 
was preceded by a consultation (sometimes called the first inquiry) carried out 
among all the members of the Union, which had the aim to ask them to provide det
ailed information on persons in their respective countries ^idiether Union members 
or not- actively involved in teaching activities related to category (a) defined 
above. The inquiry included questions such as name of the institution or institu
tions where respondents delivered classes, subject and level of the courses, and 
the language used in training.

The results of this inquiry were organized in a file according to country of 
residence and name of teacher. Said file permitted to avoid duplications and pre
pare a list by country. This universe set the bases for a second survey \drich was 
carried out among each of the professors previously identified during the first in-- 
quiry. This mechanism was aimed at ensuring the participation and opinion of all 
Union members and at counting upon the opinion of persons actively involved in teach 
ing, thus enabling the Gi?oup to obtain a fresh and in-depth view on the matter.

II. THE WQUIRV

2.1. Objectives
The first and main objective of the inquiry is very sinple and precise: to

obtain updated and direct informtion on specific matters related to the teaching 
of demography and population studies aimed at training professionals in these 
fields.

The contents of the questionnaire were deliberately conceived so that the 
data collected would serve the following purposes:

- To obtain a clear view of the teaching of demography in a large section 
of the world -to say the world might sound too pretentious- with special 
attention on four or five aspects vdiich have been identified as key 
issues.
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T o  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  o p i n i o n  o n  s u b s t a n t i v e  m a t t e r s  o f  p e r s o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  ; i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h o s e  d i r e c t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s .
T o  i n d u c e  o r  s t i m u l a t e  t h o u g h t  a n d  c r i t i c a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o n  a s p e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  a n d  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t o  p r o m o t e  a n  i n - d e p t h  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  u p  t o  n o w  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n .
T o  e n h a n c e  s o m e  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  a r e  c o m m o n  t o  t e a c h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  - w h a t e v e r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  a d o p t e d -  a n d  t r y  t o  f i n d  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s ,
T o  g a t h e r  a n d  c l a s s i f y  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s ’ s u g g e s t i o n s  o n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  U n i o n  m i g h t  m a k e  a  m o r e  d i r e c t  a n d  b e t t e r  f o c u s e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t e a c h i n g .

2 . 2  A d d r e s s e e s
T h e  i n q u i r y  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  a t  a l l  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  t o  t h e  U n i o n  m e m b e r s ,  a s  " a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  d e m o g r a p h y  o r  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s " .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  n o  m e n t i o n  w a s  m a d e  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  n o  p a t t e r n  w a s  g i v e n  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  w h a t  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  b y  " a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d " ,  a  m a t t e r  t h a t  w a s  l e f t  t o  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  c r i t e r i o n  ( a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m :  " a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  a p p r e c i a t i o n " ) .
T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  s o m e  b i a s  a s  i t  l e f t  t i r e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t ' s  p e r s o n a l  j u d g e m e n t  w i t h o u t  a n y  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  " p r o f e s s o r "  o r  b e i n g  " a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d "  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  r i g o r o u s l y  a p p l i e d  i n  s e m e  c a s e s  t h a t  i n  o t h e r s .  T o  a p p l y  a  g e n e r o u s  a n d  b r o a d  c r i t e r i o n  w o u l d  a p p a r e n t l y  b r i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  A  r e s t r i c t e d  c r i t e r i o n  c o u l d  i n s t e a d  h a v e  e x c l u d e d  s o m e  n a m e s  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  r e d u c e d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s o m e  c o u n t r i e s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  e f f e c t i v e  p r o c e d u r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p r o b a b l e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  e v e n t u a l  d i s t o r t i o n .
A s  i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  a n s w e r s  w a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  t h e  U n i o n ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t .  A  f i l e  w a s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  p r o f e s s o r ' s  c o u n t r y  o f  r e s i d e n c e  a n d
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naiiie. This classification and cleaning \AADrk ensured, ainong other things, that 
each identified professor was sent only one questionnaire, even though he would 
have been mentioned by several respondents as it actually occurred.

Finally, between November 1979 and January 1980 the questionnaire wast sent 
to 850 addressees.

2.3. Geographic coverage

Mention has already been made of the fact that the identification of pro
fessors was carried out through the members of the Union. This of course iirplies 
a bias since ahnost by definition countries v\iiere Union members did not reside were 
not included. On the other hand, it could be argued that if there are no Union mem
bers it is precisely because scientific activities around population studies are too 
weak and hardly developed. This may perhaps be true for a good number of cases but 
not for all of them. Some examples can easily be provided. Another important bias 
is that derived from the high concentration of imembers -within the countries- in a
reduced iiuuu-ABJT Oj- SIIQ j_ii um-vcu.oJ-L-j_c::D kjj. i.n a certain way.
then, the geographic coverage of this study reflects the situation of the Union's 
membership.

Moreover, the fact that most respondents do not work alone but rather in groups 
or institutions brings about another bias, leading to a sort of general consensus on 
the subjects included in the inguiry. The dialogue among colleagues "collectivizes" 
the answers. It would be interesting to inquire about the effect of this condition 
paying at the same time particular attention to the cases of "isolated" investigators 
who work alone either by lack of an adequate professional environment or simply 
because of geographical reasons. By the way, "isolation" as a problem has been men
tioned amnng those subjects to which the Union could devote greater attention.

For analysis purposes, the answers vvere grouped in seven geographical regions, 
as indicated in the following table:
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T a b l e  # 1
G e o g r a p h i c  d i s - t r i b u t i o n  o f  a d d r e s s e e s  a n d  a n s w e r s

R e g i o n A d d r e s s e e sm e m b e r s  n o n - m a u b e r s T o t a l V a l i d a n s w e r s R a t i oA / S
A b s . % A b s . % A b s . A b s . %1 .  A f r i c a 5 1 1 2 . 2 4 1 9 . 5 9 2 3 4 1 0 . 4 0 . 3 7 02 .  A s i a 6 2 1 4 . 8 n o 2 5 . 5 1 7 2 5 5 1 3 . 3 0 . 3 2 03 .  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e 1 8 4 . 3 1 8 4 . 2 3 6 1 5 4 . 6 0 . 4 1 74 .  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e 1 1 6 2 7 . 7 1 2 9 3 0 . 0 2 4 5 9 0 2 7 . 9 0 . 3 6 75 .  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 5 1 1 2 . 2 5 7 1 3 . 2 1 0 8 4 0 1 7 . 3 0 . 3 7 06 .  O c e a n i a 1 9 4 . 5 1 1 2 . 5 3 0 1 5 4 . 6 0 . 5 0 07 .  U S A  a n d  C a n a d a 1 0 2 2 4 . 3 6 5 1 5 . 1 1 6 7 6 9 2 1 . 9 0 . 4 1 3

T o t a l 4 1 9 1 0 0 4 3 1 1 0 0 8 5 0 3 1 8 1 0 0 0 . 3 7 4
A n  e x c l u s i v e l y  g e o g r a p h i c  c r i t e r i o n  w a s  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  t a b l e .  A n  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g r o u p s  o f  c o u n t r i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  " s c h o o l s "  o r  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  m t t e r  o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t r a i n i n g .  I t  i s  a  w e l l  k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  t y p e  i s  n o t  s i m p l e  b e c a u s e  c a s e s  o f  c l e a r  a f f i l i a t i o n  t o  a  t e n -  t e n c y  - a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d -  a r e  v e r y  s c a r c e .  I n  d e m o g r a p h y  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  m o s t  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s , h e t e r o g e n e o u s , e c l e c t i c  a n d  h y b r i d  s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  p r e d c m i n a n t .
O n e  c o u l d  w o n d e r  w h y  E u r o p e  h a s  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t w o  s u b - g r o u p s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  s o  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  b e e n  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  b o t h  g r o u p s  h a v e  t h e i r  r e p e r c u s s i o n ,  i n  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r ,  o n  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t e a c h i n g .  P a r t i  c x i l a r  m e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  h e r e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o  g r o u p  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  t o g e t h e r  c o u l d  b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  i n n a p p r o p r i a t e .  T h e  s o l e  r e a s o n  t o  t r e a t  t h e m  a s  a  u n i t  i s  t h e  v e r y  r e d u c e d  n u m b e r  o f  c a s e s  d e t e c t e d  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n .
T h e  G r o u p  a l s o  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m a k d n g  a d d i t i o n a l  s u b - d i v i s i o n s  b u t  i t  c o n c u r r e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  u s e f u l n e s s  c o u l d  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  r e d u c e d  n u m b e r  o f  p ^ s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t e a c h i n g .  I f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  s u r v i v e s  a m o n g  t h o s e  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  f u t u r e  U n i o



T a b l e  # 1 s h o w s  s o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t s .  T h u s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  a d d r e s s e e s  a r e  U n i o n  m e m b e r s  o r  n o t , m a k e s  e v i d e n t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  A s i a  w h e r e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  n o n -  m e n a b e r s  a l m o s t  d o u b l e  t h a t  o f  U n i o n  m e m b e r s .  W i t h  t h e  s o l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  U . S . A .  a n d  C a n a d a  g r o u p ,  a l l  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  g r o u p s  h a v e  a  s i m i l a r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  i n q u i r e d  p r o f e s s o r s  w e r e  n o n - U n i o n  m e m b e r s ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t  w h i c h  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  d e s e r v e  a  m o r e  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  r e l a t i o n  " v a l i d  a n s w e r s / f o r m s  s u b m i t t e d "  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  l a s t  c o l u m n .  T h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  r e g i o n s ,  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  a r e  s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y .
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Councils there will certainly be an opportunity to make a more tuned and in-depth
analysis. Then, a specific study by geographic regions will have more meaning.

2 . H .  Q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  ( V a l i d a t i o n )
O f  t h e  8 5 0  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  o r i g i n a l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  3 2 8  o f  t h e m  h a d  b e e n  r e t u r n e d  d u l y  f i l l e d  b y  e a r l y  J u n e  1 9 8 0 .  T h e  a n s w e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  5 9  c o u n t r i e s .  I t  i s  w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g  t h a t  a s  a  m a t t e r  c f  p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  n n c  d e c i d e d  f r e m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  n o t  t o  s e n d  a n y  f u r t h e r  r e m i n d e r  o r  w a r n i n g  t o  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  a n s w e r s .  T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w a s  s e n t  w i t h  a n  i n t r o d u c t o r y  l e t t e r  a n d  t h a t  w a s  a l l .  I t  w a s  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  t h a t  b e i n g  i t  a  s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t ,  s t r o n g l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s e e s ,  a n y  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  w a s  u n n e c e s s a r y .  U n d e r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a l l  t h e  l e t t e r s  r e a c h e d  t h e  a d d o e e s s e e s  a n d  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  l i s t  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s , t h e  r e s p o n s e  r a t e  w a s  a r o u n d  0 . 3 7 .
T e n  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  w e r e  e x c l u d e d  a f t e r  a  t h o r o u g h  e x a m i n a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  G r o u p  s i n c e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  c o n t a i n e d  w a s  f r a g m e n t a r y  a n d  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  e l e m e n t s  V 7 e r e  l a c k i n g .  3 1 8  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  r e m a i n e d  a f t e r  t h i s  f i r s t  v a l i d a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  ( J u n e  1 9 8 0 )  a l l  v a l i d  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  e x a m i n e d  b y  t h e  w h o l e  G r o u p .
I t  s h o u l d  b e  b o r n e  i n  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  i n q u i r y  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  a t  a c t i v e  p r o f e s s o r s  w o r k i n g  i n  p r o g r a m m e s  a i m e d  a t  q u a l i f y i n g  d e m o g r a p h e r s  o r  s p > e c i a l i s t s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  f r o n t  o f  e a c h  q u e s t i o m a i r e , t h e  f o l l o w i n g
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q u e s t i o n  a r i s e d ;  I s  t h i s  p e r s o n  ( t h e  r e s p o n d e n t )  a c t u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  a t  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l e v e l  o r  n o t ? .
T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e s e  p u r p o s e s  w a s  f o r e s e e n  u n d e r  i t e mI I . U  ( p a g e  2  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e )  w h e r e  e v e r y  r e s p o n d e n t  i s  a s k e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  ( y e s / n o )  w h e t h e r  t h e  c o u r s e  h e / s h e  i s  t e a c h i n g  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  p a r t  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m m e  i n  d e m o g r a p h y  o r  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s .  T a b l e  # 2  s h o w s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  e x e r c i s e .

T a b l e  #  2
T h e  C o u r s e  i s  p a r t  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m m e ?
R e g i o n Y e s N o T o t a l
1 .  A f r i c a 2 1 1 4 3 52  * A s i ^ o n o c 5 63 .  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e 5 1 0 1 5U . W e s t e r n  E u r o p e 3 7 5 9 9 65 .  L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 2 5 1 5 4 0
6 .  O c e a n i a 9 5 1 47 .  U . S . A  a n d  C a n a d a 4 6 2 6 7 2

T o t a l 1 7 3 1 5 5 3 2 8
T h i s  s i m p l e  e x a m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  s e r v e d  a s  a  f i l t e r ,  e v i d e n c e d  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  m o d a l i t i e s ;  f o r  a l l  t h e  r e g i o n s ,  e x c e p t  E u r o p e ,  a  c l e a r  p r e d o m i n a n c e  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  i s  o b s e r v e d  w h o s e  t e a c h i n g  i s  i n s e r t e d  i n  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m m e s ,  a i m e d  a t  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o f e s s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  E u r o p e ,  w h e t h e r  E a s t e r n  o r  W e s t e r n ,  s a i d  p r o f e s s o r s  a r e  a  m i n o r i t y  a s  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  t e a c h  t h e  s u b j e c t s  n o t  a s  p a r t  o f  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p r o g r a m m e .  W h y  s h o u l d  t h i s  o c c u r ? .  N o  a n s w e r  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  I t  c o u l d  b e  t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  l o n g  E u r o p e a n  t r a d i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  - a s  a  s u b j e c t -  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .



2 . 5 .  T h e  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e

I . -  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n
1 )  N a m e2 )  A d d r e s s3 )  I n s t i t u t i o n4 )  S e x5 )  Y e a r  o f  b i r t h

The questionnaire is composed of five parts, each containing questions
related to personal teaching experience. It can be suirmarized as follows:

I I .  -  P e r s o n a l  t e a c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e
1 )  F i e l d  o f  t r a i n i n g2 )  P e r i o d  o f  f o r m a t i o n  i n  d e m o g r a p h y3 )  Y e a r  i n  w h i c h  r e s p o n d e n t  b e g a n  t o  t e a c h4 )  C o u r s e s  b e i n g  t a u g h tb ;  c o n t e n t s  a n d  a i m s  o r  t n e  c o u r s e s6 )  T i m e  d e v o t e d  t o  t e a c h i n g  a n d  r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s7 )  E v a l u a t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s8 )  A c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s9 )  S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s

I I I .  -  O r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g
1 )  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  p > a r t i c u l a r  f u n c t i o n2 )  O p i n i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g3 )  O p i n i o n  a b o u t  f u n d a m e n t a l  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t

I V .  -  B a c k , g r o u n d  o f  s t u d e n t s
1 )  P r i n c i p a l  w e a k n e s s e s  i n  t h e  a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s2 )  O p i n i o n  a b o u t  b e s t  a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d

V .  -  S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l U S S P
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A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  u s u a l  q u e s t i o n s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  a n y  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  a i m e d  a t  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r a s t i o n  o n  t h e  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  i n q u i r e d  ( p a r t s  I  a n d  I I ) ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  o f  q u e s t i o n s  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  i n c l u d e d .
T h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  a i m e d  a t  s t i m u l a t i n g  t h o u g h t ,  s a n e t i n e s  i n t r o s p e c t i v e ,  o n  s u b j e c t s  w h i c h  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  h a p p e n i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d e m o g r a p h y .  I t  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  k n o w  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s ,  t h e i r  c o n t e n t s  a n d  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s ,  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n  t o  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l  a n d  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  t a h e  p l a c e .  T e a c h i n g  i s  a  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  h a s  t w o  p r o t a g o n i s t s :  t h o s e  w h o  t e a c h  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  b e i n g  t a u g h t .  U n t i l  n o w  v e r y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a n d  t h e o r e t i c a l  t h o u g h t s  o n  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  a f f e c t  e i t h e r  o n e  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  F u r t h e r r n o r e , i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  a  g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  d e v o t e d  l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  t h o r o u g h l y  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e i r  t a s k s ,  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  s e m e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  f a c e  i n  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  a n d  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s  o r  h a n d i c a p s .
A n  a t t a n p t ,  h o w e v e r  m o d e s t ,  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h j ' . s  i n q u i r y  i n  o i x l e r  t o  c a s t  s e m e  l i g h t  u p o n  c e r t a i n  s u b j e c t s  a s  t h o s e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  i n  S e c t i o n s  I I I ,  I V  a n d  V  h a v e  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e .  F o r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  p u r p o s e s ,  a  f a c s i m i l e  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  A n n e x .  F Y a n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  v e r s i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e m i t t a n c e  t o  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i . s h  s p e a k i n g  a d d r e s s e e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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m .  R E S U L T S

S e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  a n d  e x a m i n e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  r a i s e d  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a  s u r v e y  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  d a t a  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t e a c h i n g .  T h e r e  w a s  p r o m p t  a g r e e m e n t  u p o n  t h e  n e e d  - c e n t e r i n g  o n  p r e c i s e  a n d  n o t  s p e c u l a t i v e  i s s u e s -  t o  c o u n t  u p o n  a n s w e r s  t o  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  q u e s t i o n s :
-  R e l a t e d  t o  t h o s e  w h o  t e a c h-  R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  t a u g h t-  A i m e d  a t  i m p r o v i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  U n i o n ’ s  e v e n t u a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h i s  f i e l d
T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  w h i c h  w a s  c o m m e n t e d  u p o n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n ,  w a s  p r e p a r e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  i s s u e s .
A  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  i s  h e r e i n a f t e r  p r e s e n t e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ’ s  s e q u e n c e .  M e n t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  g a t h e r e d  i s  f a r  f r o m  h a v i n g  b e e n  t o t a l l y  e x p l o i t e d .
T h e r e  i s  s t i l l  r o o m  f o r  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  c r o s s e d  t a b u l a t i o n s  a n d  n e w  g r o u p i n g s  u s i n g  c r i t e r i a  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o n e s  a p p l i e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .

3 . 1  W h o  a n d  h o w  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  t e a c h ?
Their sex and age

D u e  p e r h a p s  t o  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b i a s  n o n e  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G r o u p  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  i n q u i r i n g  a b o u t  t h e s e  t w o  a t t r i b u t e s .  S o m e o n e  m i g h t  r i g h t l y  i n q u i r e  a b o u t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  u s e  o f  b o t h  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y .  I n  s p i t e  o f  n o t  h a v i n g  i t  d e c l a r e d  a  p r i o r i , i t  w a s  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s ’
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s e x  a n d  a g e  m i g h t  i d e n t i f y  s o m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t e a c h i n g  i t s e l f .  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  m u c h  l e s s  w a s  e x p e c t e d  o f  t h e m  w h e n  t h e  i d e a  o f  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e d .  V e r y  l i t t l e  t h o u g h t  w a s  a c t u a l l y  g i v e n  t o  t h e  m a t t e r .
C c m p o s i t i o n  b y  s e x  s h o w s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  m e n .  E i g h t y  t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  m e n .
T h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  n o t  u n i f o r m  a m o n g  t h e  r e g i o n s .  T i i e  l o w e s t  a n d  h i g h e s t  v a l u e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e  w h e r e  n o  f e m a l e  r e s p o n s e s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d  a n d  t o  L a t i n  A n e r i c a  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  w h e r e  t h e y  r e a c h  4 2  p e r  c e n t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  c a n  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  g a i n e d  s o  f a r  b y  w o m e n  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  t e a c h i n g  w i t h i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  a c a d e m i c  c e n t r e s  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n .  I t  w o u l d  b e  w o r t h w h i l e  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e t h e r  t h i s  i s  a n  e x c l u s i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  o r  i f  s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  i n  o t h e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s . I t  c a n  b e  s t a t e d  t h o u g h  t h a t  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  w c m e n  i n  L a t i n  A n e r i c a  c h o o s e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  t a s k  i s  c c m p a r a t i v e l y  l e s s  r e m u n e r a t e d  i n  a c a d e m i c  c e n t r e s  a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I t  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  s e c o n d  e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  t h u s  b e i n g  l e s s  d e c i s i v e  a n d  v i h a t  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  p r o v i d i n g  p r e s t i g e  w h i t h o u t  i t  b e i n g  a  h e a v y  b u r d e n .
T h e  a g e  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n q u i r e d ,  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  w h e n  t h e  s u r v e y  w a s  c l o s e d  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  w a s  c a l c u l a t e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  y e a r  o f  b i r t h .  T a b l e  N °  3  s h o w s  t h e  m a i n  r e s u l t s .
T w e n t y  o n e  p e r  c e n t  f r o m  t h e  t o t a l  i s  f o u n d  i n  a g e s  b e t w e e n  2 5 - 3 4 ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  g r o u p  3 5 - 4 4  r e p r e s e n t s  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  4 5  p e r  c e n t .  O n e  f i f t h  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  g r o u p  4 5 - 5 4  a n d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 3  p e r  c e n t  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  a g e s  5 5  a n d  o v e r .
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T a b l e  # 3
D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  b y  s e x  a n d  a g e  ( p e r c e n t a g e )

R e g i o n S e x T o t a l A g eM F 2 5 - 3 4 3 5 - 4 4 4 5 - 5 4 5 5  a n d  o v e rT o t a l 8 3 1 7 1 0 0 2 1 . 1 4 5 . 3 2 0 . 4 1 3 . 2
I .  A f r i c a 9 1 9 1 0 0 2 6 . 5 5 2 . 9 2 0 . 6 -I I .  A s i a 8 0 2 0 1 0 0 2 7 . 3 3 8 . 2 2 1 . 8 1 2 . 7I I I . E a s t e r n  E u r o p e 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 3 . 3 2 6 . 7 4 0 . 0 2 0 . 0I V . W e s t e r n  E u r o p e 8 9 1 1 1 0 0 2 0 . 0 4 6 . 6 1 5 . 6 1 7 . 8V . L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a n d  t h e  C a r i b b e a n 5 8 4 2 1 0 0 2 2 . 5 5 2 . 5 2 0 . 0 5 . 0

V I .  O c e a n i a 8 0 2 0 1 0 0 2 6 . 7 6 0 . 0 1 3 . 3 -V I I .  U S A  a n d  C a n a d a 8 6 1 4 1 0 0 1 4 . 5 4 2 . 0 2 3 . 2 2 0 . 3
N =  3 2 8

D i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s e v e n  r e g i o n s  a r e  a g a i n  r e n a r i k a b l e .  S t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g  w e  c a n n o t  r e f e r  t o  c o i n m o n  p a t t e r n s  s i n c e  e a c h  r e g i o n  p r e s e n t s  i t s  o w n .  I t  i s  c l e a r  h o w e v e r  t h a t  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  i s  p r e s e n t l y  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d ,  a n d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  d u r a t i o n  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  j o b s ,  a f f e c t  i n  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  t h e  p r o f e s s o r ’ s  s e x  a n d  a g e  c c m p o s i t i o n .  T h e  s a m e  c a n  b e  s a i d  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  t o  r e c r u i t  a n d  r e n e w  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t i e s .  I t  i s  a  w e l l  k n o w n  f a c t  t h a t  i n  s e m e  c a s e s  u n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t i e s  b e c o m e  l a s t i n g  f o r  l i f e  j o b s  w h i l e  i n  o t h e r s  t h e i r  i n s t a b i l i t y  i s  a s  h i g h  a s  i n  a n y  o t h e r  j o b  o r  e v e n  w o r s e .
H o w e v e r ,  s o m e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  w o r t h w h i l e  m e n t i o n i n g .  W i t h  t h e  s o l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  t h e  a g e  g r o u p  3 5 - 4 4  c o n c e n t r a t e s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r x ) p o r t i o n  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  a l t h o u g h  m a r k e d  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  f o u n d  w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  n e w  o f  c o u r s e  a n d  i t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  e a s i l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  i f  o n e  a c c e p t s  t h a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p n e n t  r e a c h e s  i t s  p e a k  d u r i n g  t h a t  i n t e r v a l .



M o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i s  t o  n o t e  t h e  w e i g h t  t h a t  p r o f e s s o r s  o v e r  4 5  h a v e  i n  b o t h  E u r o p e s ,  U S A  a n d  C a n a d a .  N o t e w o r t h y  w i t h i n  t h e s e  g r o u p s  i s  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e  w i t h  6 0  p e r c e n t  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  o v e r  4 5 .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  o f  m o r e  s t a b l e  a n d  l a s t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e n e w i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  i s  s l o w l y  d e v e l o p e d .
A l s o  n o t e w o r d : h y ,  a l t h o u g h  l e s s  s u r p r i s i n g ,  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o r  s c a r c i t y  o f  w h a t  w e  c o u l d  c a l l  " o l d "  p r o f e s s o r s  i n  A f r i c a ,  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a n d  O c e a n i a .  T h i s  m a y  w e l l  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  t l i a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g  o f  d e m o g r a p h y  a s  c o n c e i v e d  i n  t l i i s  r e p o r t  i s  q u i t e  n e w  i n  t h o s e  r e g i o n s .
A s i a  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  s p e c i a l  c a s e  s i n c e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  f o u r  a g e  g r o u p s  i s  m u c h  m o r e  u n i f o r m ,  t l i a n  i n  t h e  o t h e r  r e g i o n s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  e a s y  t o  e x p l a i n  a n d  t h e  s u r v e y  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  j u d g e m e n t  e l e m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t l d s  i s  a  s u b j e c t  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  s t u d i e d  m o r e  i n - d e p t h  i n  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s e s .
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T r a i n i n g  f i e l d s
T h e  r o a d  l e a d i n g  t o  d e m o g r a p h y  a n d  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  s t u d i e s  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  a  s t r a i g h t  t r a j e c t o r y .  W i t h  s e m e  e x c e p t i o n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  m o t i v a t i o n  t o w a r d s  d e m o g r a p h y  i s  a  m a t t e r  w L i i c h  a p p e a r s  p r o v i d e d  t l a t  a  p r e v i o u s  a c a d e m i c  t a c k g r o u n d  i n  a  b r o a d e r  s c i e n t i f i c  c o n t e x t  i s  a l r e a d y  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e s e  p r e v i o u s  t r a i n i n g  f i e l d s  s e r v e  a s  a  s p r i n g b o a r d  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  p r o j e c t e d  t o w a r d s  o u r  a r e a  o f  c o n c e r n .I t  w a s  d e e m e d  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  o f  t r a i n i n g  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  e m p h a s i s  a n d  e v e n  c o n c e r n  f o r  w h a t  i s  b e i n g  t a u g h t  i s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  p r o f e s s o r s '  p r e v i o u s  a c a d e m i c  b a c k g r o u n d .
T h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n c l u d e s  s e v e n  n o n - e x c l u s i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  o p e n  c a t e g o r y :  D e m o g r a p h y ;  S o c i o l o g y ,  A n t h r o p o l o g y ,  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e s ;  M a t h e m a t i c s ,  S t a t i s t i c s  a n d  A c t u a r i a l  S c i e n c e s ;  E c o n o m i c s ,  M e d i c i n e ,  H i s t o r y ,  G e o g r a p h y .
T h e  f i e l d s  m o r e  f r e q u e n t l y  m e n t i o n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  o p e n  c a t e g o r y  w e r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t , R i b l i c  H e a l t h ,  P l a n n i n g  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  M e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  R e s e a r c h ,  R e g i o n a l  P l a n n i n g .



-  E x c l u s i v e l y  i n  d e m o g r a p h y-  I n  c c m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e ( s )-  W i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  i n  d e m o g r a p h y  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  c o n d u c t i n g  a  c o u r s e  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t
O n c e  t h i s  f i l t e r  h a d  b e e n  a p p l i e d ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  f o r  e a c h  r e g i o n  w e r e  e x a m i n e d  s e p a r a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  a  p a t t e r n  w h i c h  w o u l d  p e r m i t  c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e m  f r o m  t h a t  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  S u c h  e x e r c i s e  p r o v i d e d  t h e  b a s i s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c h e m e ;
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Due to the ccmplexity of the responses they were first grouped in three
categories according to the way they had received their training.

T r a i n i n g  f i e l d s  o f t h e  s c h o l a r s
R r e d a r i i n a n t  p a t t e r n s ( * )

I .  A f r i c a D e m o g L o - p h y( 6 0 ) - U i  Xw.'w/i u  i G C t i O a  iw i t h
M a t h e m a t i c s , S t a t i s t i c s  a n d  A c t u a r i a l  S c i e n c eG e o g r a p h y - S o c i o l o g y

I I .  A s i a D e m o g r a p h y( 3 0 ) I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h M a t h e m a t i c s , S t a t i s t i c sS o c i o l o g y
D e m o g r a p h y( 1 5 )

I I I .  E a s t e r n  E u r o p e D e m o g r a p h y( 4 2 ) I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h S t a t i s t i c s
S o c i o l o g y

I V .  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e D e m o g r a p h y I n  c o n n e c t i o n E c o n o m i c s
( 2 3 ) w i t h S o c i o l o g y

H i s t o r y
(lU)

( * )  F i g u r e s  i n  b r a c k e t s  r e p r e s e n t  p e r c e n t a g e s  f o r  t h e  p a t t e r n  w i t h i n  e a c h  r e g i o n  ( 1 0 0 )
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V. Latin America and 
the Caribbean Demography

(4 6 )
In  connection 

w ith

Mathematics, S ta tis 
tic s  and Actuaria l 
Science

Econcmics-Sociology

Demography
(1 5 )

Sociology
(7 )

V I. Oceania Due to  the reduced number o f cases 
there is  no clear pattern.

V II. USA and Canada Demography
(3 8 )

Sociology
(9 )

Economics
(6)

In  connection 
w ith

{ Sociology

The preceding scheme and d ire ct handling o f the questionnaires enabled us 

to  ccsnment more in  d e ta il the characteristics o f some geographic areas. USA and 

Canada are ce rta in ly in teresting cases. A very reduced percentage o f professors 

w ith exclusive tra in in g  in  demography is  to  be found here. The great m ajority de

clared having been trained in  two or three fie ld s . The most frequent combination 

is  Sociology and Demography which proves once again that w ith in  th is  context the 

la tte r is  considered to  be part o f the former. Noteworthy also is  the number o f 

persons a c tive ly  involved in  teaching without having sp ecific  tra in in g  in  demogra

phy.

The proportion o f persons inquired in  Western Europe who have received 

exclusive ly demographic tra in in g  is  almost non-existent. Although i t  is  not the 

one w ith the highest re la tive  weight, the d is tin c tive  characteristic is  provided 

by the category o f those w ith non-demographic tra in in g  or not including demography. 

This category groups a number o f professionals where post-graduate studies in  H isto

ry  are predominant. The most fr̂ equent m ultiple tra in in g  is  Demography-Economics and
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Demography-Sociology, in  the same order. In  Eastern Europe professors w ith ex

clusive demogmphic tra in in g  are also very scarce and douhle tra in in g  is  mainly 

concentrated in  the f ir s t  place on Demography-Statistics and secondly in  Demography- 

Sociology .

In  order to  complete the characterization by fie ld  o f tra in in g , in  Table # 4 

responses are presented according to th is  c rite ria . Only 1 7 3  responses from profes

sors who declared having developed classes w ith in  a comprehensive programme were 

retained fo r th is  purpose (see para. 2 . 4 ).

Given the reduced number o f cases,conclusions derived from the above men

tioned table should ce rta in ly not be regarded as conclusive. Thus fo r example, 

absolute cases o f professors w ith four or more tra in in g  fie ld s  never exceed three 

w ith in a region (Eastern Europe and A sia ). Likewise, i t  can be observed that those 

who declared only one fie ld  are indeed the m inority. Independent o f the regions, 

the common dencminator is  to  have a tra in in g  in  two d isc ip lin e s. The fact is  con

firmed once again that the orientation  o f the tra in in g  and the contents o f the pro-

gC'dmmeS cue stlwnguy uSSOClcLLeu wuLJi cut: i-Ype ux lcw.uji_ui  ̂ t>xaxx preVcLxling in a

given region.

Period o f tra in in g

The chapter related to the informers characteristics ends w ith a question on 

the quinquennial period in  which the main tra in in g  in  demography was obtained. For 

the in te rva l between 1 9 5 0 - 1 9 7 9  data were gathered by quinquennia. An open group 

p rio r to  1 9 5 0  was also considered.

At the moment o f examining the responses, i t  was decided to  regroup them in  

three periods, as shown in  the second part o f Table # 4 .

In  general, nearly h a lf o f the informers declared having received th e ir main 

tra in in g  betv;een 1 9 6 0  and 1 9 6 9  whereas 4 0  per cent had done so during the 7 0 's .

This is  coherent w ith what was observed in  connection w ith age. The re la tio n  bet

ween the respondent's age and th e ir tra in in g  period is  most c le a r, although the 

defering period is  not always the same.
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( in  percentage)

Ta b le  # 4 

T ra in in g  f ie ld s

Region Total
Number o f fie ld s

1 2 3 4  and more

Total 1 0 0 22 5 3 1 9 6

I .  A frica 1 0 0 5 80 1 5 —

I I .  Asia 1 0 0 32 42 16 1 0

I I I . Eastern Europe 1 0 0 - 4 3 1 4 4 3

IV . Western Europe 1 0 0 28 4 9 1 8 5

V. Latin America and 
the Caribbean

1 0 0 23 58 1 2 7

V I. Oceania 1 0 0 1 0 50 40 -

VIJ-. USai cuid CcuicLLxa. _L U U L. _L 0_L L. U 2

N = 1 7 3

T ra in in g p e rio d

(in  percentage)

Region Tota l
Period

before 1 9 6 0 1 9 6 0 - 1 9 6 9 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 9

Total 1 0 0 1 8 4 4 38

I .  A frica 1 0 0 6 35 59

I I . Asia 1 0 0 21 42 37

I I I .  Eastern Europe 1 0 0 4 4 28 28

IV . Western Europe 1 0 0 20 4 8 32

V. Latin America and 
the Caribbean

1 0 0 6 4 6 48

V I. Oceania 1 0 0 1 4 4 5 4 1

V II. USA and Canada 1 0 0 2 4 4 9 27



Differences appeal'’ once again among the regions which confirm what was 

stated when carmenting age. The m ajority o f the teaching s ta ff from A fric a , 

Latin America and the Cai’ibbean and Oceania were trained during the la s t de

cade, which is  a clear sign that we are facing new prograirmes and a growing 

concern fo r the subject. In  regions w ith a long standing tra d itio n , d is -tr i- 

bution by periods is  more monotonous. Eastern Europe shows us once again its  

characteristic pattern showing a high concentration o f professors trained 

before 1 9 6 0 .
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Other quantitative characteristics

The survey also included questions on the year in  which the respondent 

started teaching on a regular basis, about the number o f hours devoted to teach

ing and on to  the supervision o f thesis as w e ll as the annual average number 

o f theses supervised.

Coi I'̂ emxi 1̂  ̂ L-i lo 1 ir s t  I lOi 1 5 1-1 ivc U'Lju- 11 t i i 1 For age and

period of -training is  confirmed again. E ighty four per cent started teaching 

less than 1 5  years ago (1 9 6 5 ). Again drastic differences between the regions 

are found. By way o f example, in  Eastern Europe those who started teaching 

more than 1 5  years ago represent 4 5  per cent o f the cases. The remaining re 

gions, though w ith important differences between them, fo llow  the general be

haviour .

Conclusions derived from the inform ation on the time devoted to teaching 

and to  thesis supervision a2:e less clear. I t  is  evident that the number o f s i

tuations exceed by fa r what we could reasonably imagine. The analysis encounters 

two key d iffic u ltie s :

-  To be professor in  demography or to  teach th is  d isc ip lin e  does not 

mean the same everywhere

-  R esponsib ility in  tra in in g  a c tiv itie s  including thesis supervision 

are not exclusive. On the contrary, in  most cases i t  is  considered 

a complementary a c tiv ity  among others.



The tables elaborated w ith these data are in su ffic ie n t to advance in  the 

analysis o f th is  sp ecific  top ic. New crosses and a more careful exainination w ill 

probably enable to id e n tify  and define some typ ic  situations. However, th is  

should be done at a la te r stage.
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3 . 2  What is  being taught and to whom is  i t  addressed?

The studies and reports on the teaching o f demography besides being scarce, 

concentrate, in  general, on numerical descriptions o f some characteristics o f the 

courses and o f the students. Very l it t le  is  known, however about the more ccmplex 

aspects related to the teaching s ta ff’s perception o f th e ir own task, the ro le  i t  

plays in  the tra in in g  o f professionals, the most frequent d iffic u ltie s  they face, 

how to overcome them, etc. In  short, there is  a great gap in  connection w ith pe

dagogic subjects and i t  appears that very few professors question themselves on 

what they are doing and the way in  which they are accomplishing i t .

With these concerns in  mind, the Working Group included in  the Question

naire a few questions w ith the purpose o f learning more about th is  almost unknown 

aspect o f the question.' The re su lts , although modest, o f th is  attempt are sum

marized below:

P articu la r function o f the teaching

The question "What is  the p a rticu la r function o f your teaching in  the 

tra in in g  o f the demography students fo r whom you are responsible?", was intended 

to learn more about the perception which the teachers themselves have o f th e ir 

re sp o n s ib ility . I t  was addressed in  any case at stim ulating conprehensive under

standing placing the teacher w ith in  a tra in in g  process which is  complicated in  

its e lf  and which obviously surpasses the lim its  o f its  sp ecific  re sp o n s ib ility . 

When examining the responses i t  was clear that the Working Group had underestimat

ed the com plexity o f the subject when thinking that only one question could c la 

r if y  the p icture . The f ir s t  point is  that th is  is  a much more complex matter than 

i t  was thought a t f ir s t  sigh t and that i t  might w ell be the subject o f a specific 

study.



Nevertheless5 some issues have beccme cleared. In  f ir s t  place, that the 

perception o f the addressees is  most heterogeneous and sometimes not very accu

ra te , although only 1 7 3  va lid  responses were taken in to  consideration (see para. 

2 . 4 ).

In  some instances the importance o f the subject is  mistaken fo r that o f 

the study considered as a whole. Despite th is  heterogeneity o f situa tions, i t  

was re la tiv e ly  easy to id e n tify  fiv e  categories o f p a rticu la r functions:

( i)  Introduce students to demography and population studies

( i i )  Provide the tools and quantitative analysis techniques, allow ing 

the d iffe re n tia tio n  o f two sub-groups:

-  S ta tis tic a l and mathematical methods

-  Demographic analysis techniques proper

( i i i )  Arouse in te re st fo r population subjects

(iv ) Contribute to create awareness o f the importance o f the 

in te rre la tio n  between population and economic and socia l

ormpTr)-

(v) In itia te  students in  th inking and in  rigorous and s c ie n tific  work
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As regards the four regions out o f seven which have been considered (Asia , 

Western Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, USA and Canada) the p a rticu la r 

nain function is  related to  the teaching o f demographic analysis techniques. Un

expectedly the second place corresponds to  category ( i)  o f the introductory type.

A .p a rticu la r situation  is  detected in  the responses corresponding to ca

tegory (iv ) where i t  is  w idely referred to  "contribute to  create awareness o f the 

in te rre la tio n s". Those cases where professors c le a rly  state whether they teach, 

handle, study or explain in te rre la tio n s are scarce. This is  interpreted as a 

troublesome ind ication  o f the ye t undeveloped state o f the teaching o f the subject. 

Likewise, when speaking o f population and development i t  appears in va ria b ly linked 

to "developing countries", as i f  i t  were a matter which affected them exclusive ly. 

Teaching has also been plagued by stereotypes and cliches which would ce rta in ly 

not re s is t a careful examination.



Noteworthy also is  the fa ct that a fte r filte r in g  the responses category

( i i i )  continues to show a certa in  weight. VJe must bear in  mind that since we 

are dealing w ith the teaching of demography aimed at q u a lifyin g  nrofessionals, 

m otivation at th is  stage appears to  be unnecessary.

F in a lly , a m inority stated that th e ir subject was important since i t  

was addressed at teaching students both how to th ink in  a systematic way and to 

work w ith a certa in  degree o f s c ie n tific  rig o u r. This find ing should not sur

prise us: danography continues to  be a d isc ip lin e  whose main function is  in s

trumental rather than re fle x ive .
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Negative factors

Through th is  in qu iry we wanted to  learn more about the ro le  of the teach

ing in  charge o f the addressees. For that reason -tak ing fo r granted that the 

tra in in g  o f demographers encounters several d iff ic u ltie s - the fo llow ing question 

was included which is  complementary to  the previous one: " I f  you fe e l that the

function o f your teaching as defined above is  not being adequately fu lfille d ,w h a t 

are the d iffic u ltie s  which have led to  th is  situa tion?".

The responses gathered, unlike the other questions, were very enlightening 

and precise. I t  seems that professors have a clear percention o f the d iffic u ltie s  

encountered in  th e ir tra in in g  task.

I t  was re la tiv e ly  easy to  establish three types o f problems which can be 

summarized as fo llow s:

I .  D iffic u ltie s  derived from the tra in in g  o f students which lead 

to the fo llow ing three predcminant situations:

1.1. D eficient previous tra in in g , regardless o f the profession.

1 . 2 . Heterogeneity in  tra in in g . This makes i f  d iff ic u lt  to find  a 

common way to  meet a ll aspirations. Eclecticism  and scmetimes 

ambiguity arise as a consequence o f having in  the same room 

students who have diverse backgrounds and d iffe re n t in te rests.
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1 . 3 . Lack o f ccmmand o f English. This type o f d iff ic u lty  is  men

tioned rather frequently in  the responses from Asia and from 

Arab countries in  A frica .

This seems a w idely spread d iff ic u lty , thus being id e n tifie d  

a t times as a main issue.

I I .  Contingency d iffic u ltie s , which include:

11.1 . In su ffic ie n t fin a n cia l sunport. Several u n ivers itie s and 

seme academic centres in  developing countries o ffe r tra in in g  

programmes under rather precarious conditions from the finan

c ia l point o f view. Three are the most clear nanifestations 

o f th is  situa tion  which appears to  becone increasingly worse 

and might even endanger the su rviva l o f some o f them:

-  Progressive decrease o f teaching s ta ff

-  Uncertain future o f sane programme's continu ity

_ c:r̂Tn,9 » 1 ost o f p rcstigc and withdrawal o f a

number o f students who would rather fin d  th e ir way through 

other s c ie n tific  areas.

11.2 . D iffic u ltie s  regarding access to  computers.

The great progress made in  th is  fie ld  and the benefits obtained 

by population studies need not be emphasized. Nevertheless, i t  

happens that nany centres and u n ive rs itie s do not have an easy 

access to  said fa c ilit ie s  which brings fo rth  some problems and 

fru stra tio n s.

I I I .  D iffic u ltie s  derived from the organization o f teaching. Under th is  

heading the fo llow ing should be mentioned:

111.1. Time devoted to  certa in  subjects is  in s u ffic ie n t. This seems 

to be a shortage which affects several regions, p a rtic u la rly  

la tin  America, Asia , A frica  and Oceania.

111.2 . Scarcity o f texts in  general and in  lo ca l language. Mention 

o f th is  matter is  made in  the responses from Eastern Europe, 

Asia and A frica  (p a rtic u la rly  Arab countries).



I I I . 3 . Scarcity o f teaching s ta ff. People who teach seem to be

few; however, those who do i t  devote much time to  i t ,  which 

causes an overloading o f tasks.

III.U  I t  might seem somewhat surprising but seme professors complain 

against pressure re su ltin g  frem the acceptance or promotion o f 

students that they would not lik e  to  have in  th e ir courses.

Seme cases are also mentioned which state as a d iff ic u lty  the 

pressure or conditioning about the orientation  that they should 

give to  th e ir programmes.
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Weaknesesses and the ideal background

Two questions were included w ith the purpose o f learning more about the 

addressees' experience in  connection w ith th e ir students. One o f them is  related 

to  the more serious deficiencies to  be found in  basic form ation. The other is  re 

lated to  which V70uld be the best background in  order to  undergo specia lization  in  

demography or in  population studies.

In  connection w ith the f ir s t  question, there is  consensus, whatever the 

geographical regions, that the weakest point is  the lack o f an adequate background 

in  mathematics or s ta tis tic s . This deficiency also applies to  those programmes 

w ith a strong sociologie orientation  and in  which the quantitative cemponent and 

use o f numerical tools is  less intensive than in  others.

I t  can also be ve rifie d  that clear weaknesses in  formation in  socia l 

sciences, especia lly economics, sociology and h is to ry , appear when dealing w ith 

specia lties which la y emphasis on the in d e rd isc ip lin a ry approach.

In  the lig h t o f some responses, a fa lse  dichotemy seems s t i l l  to  persist 

in  some regions: on one side are those who must know quantitative techniques.

They are in  charge o f obtaining as refined rates as possible, constructing lif e ,  

f e r t ilit y  and n u p tia lity  tab les, demographic models, preparing population projec

tions and so on. In  other words, they are responsible fo r the so called demogra

phic inputs. On the other hand, there are those responsible fo r "in te rp re tin g"
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demographic dynamics and its  ro le  in  the developing process. Among these,there 

s t i l l  seems to  pe rsist a s lig h t contempt towards quantitativeness. A fa lse  dicho

tomy, fo r ce rta in , which in  seme cases is  only a shield to  hide th e ir weaknesses.

This question poses again the in su ffic ie n t command o f English in  one or 

two regions. No doubt th is  is  a problem which is  not inherent to  our profession 

but to  high school or pre-graduate school. However, one cannot escape the temp

ta tio n  o f thinking that in  these cases there is  a serious handicap since the main 

d iffic u lty  lie s  in  a communication problem which is  previous to  d iffic u ltie s  in 

herent to  demography as such.

Opinions are divided as to  which would be the best academic takground and 

i t  could not be otherwise. Preferences as regards the aptest fie ld s  are four: 

Sociology, S ta tis tic s , Economics and Mathematics in  the same order.

Secondly, i t  was observed that th is  preference was focused mainly on the 

convenience o f counting upon several combinations. Thus, fo r example, the b ino-

,iw l:ics Sociology appear often recemmended.

Preferences fo r a sp ecific  tra in in g  proved to  be'very d iffe re n t accord

ing to  regions. In  A fric a , Asia and Latin America the experience provided by 

economics, s ta tis tic s , mathematics and sociology in  rather s im ila r proportions 

was deemed convenient. In  USA and Canada, on the other hand, preferences fo r a 

previous tra in in g  lie  mainly on Sociology o r socia l sciences in  general. Mention 

is  also made o f an ideal tra in in g  provided by the cembination o f a socia l science 

(sociology, economics or h is to ry) and a science which provides an appropriate 

quantitative to o l. S im ilar positions are to  be found in  Europe and Oceania.

Another stream o f opinion states on the contrary that there is  no ideal 

previous tra in ing,. To dream o f th is  is  no use since i t  would take many years to 

"add" d iffe re n t aptitutes or q u a lifica tio n s. This tenderx:y states that i t  is  

necessary to re c ru it students w ith a so lid  tra in in g  in  at least one d isc ip lin e , 

w ith habits o f study and w ith a sp ecific  vocation.
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I(/. FUTURE ACT!OMS OF THE LIM70M

An e ffo rt as the one previously analyzed would have a lim ited  repercussion 

i f  i t  only stayed in  the diagnosis o f the present s itu a tion . For th is  reason, the 

idea o f the Union to  in itia te  or reassume a more permanent ro le  in  the fie ld  o f 

teaching was always present w ith in  the Working Group.

Consequently, the la s t question o f the questionnaire circu lated to teachers 

o f demography sought th e ir views on possible future actions fo r the Union in  the 

area o f the professional tra in in g  o f demographers. The answers to  th is  question 

can be summarized under seven headings:

1 . F a c ilita te  exchange o f inform ation among teachers, includ ing:

( i')  circuHatnon o f a. newsletter fo r teachers

( i i )  meetings o f teachers, perhaps on a regional basis

( i i i )  sessions on teaching a t lUSSP Congresses

(iv ) establishment o f a co-ordinating centre or mechanism fo r

exchange o f inform ation on teaching, fo r example, a committee 

o f the Union fo r teaching.

2 . Commission the w ritin g  o f texts o r books o f readings, including :

( i)  a te xt fo r incomplete data methodology

( i i )  a te xt fo r econcmic demography

( i i i )  a te xt on data co llectio n

(iv )  a te xt on socia l demography

(v ) a te xt on mathemathics, s ta tis tic s  and computer analysis 

fo r demographers.

Many respondents mentioned the need fo r texts to be adapted to  loca l 

conditions and culture and to be available in  lo ca l languages.

3 . Publication o f cu rricu la  presently being used including reading lis ts , 

commission the design o f basic or model curricu la  fo r a range o f courses.
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•4 . F a c ilita te  s ta ff exchanges or the secondment o f s ta ff to  new programmes 

in  developing countries.

5 . Propaganda, including:

( i)  arguments fo r the need to teach courses in  demography a t the 

u n ive rs ity le ve l,

( i i )  arguments fo r the need to  teach demography at the high school 

le ve l,

( i i i )  arguments directed towards governments on the importance and 

usefulness o f demography.

6 . Assistance to  new programmes in  developing areas.

tbny respondents mentioned especia lly the development o f population 

lib ra ry  fa c ilit ie s  besides broader fin a n cia l assistance.

7 . Advice on model programmes in  demography, including courses to be

-(-Uo n,-F pvv^-Fessioual teachers required, o f

students.

Numerous answers re flected  a general lack o f available inform ation on teach

ing. Many persons fe lt  that they were "working alone" and t ia t  there was a strong 

need fo r communication among teachera o f s im ila r courses. Many also apparently 

fe lt  pressure from th e ir adm inistrations to  ju s tify  the teaching o f demography and 

considered that the Union could a ssist in  th is  area. Some mentioned that interna

tio n a l associations in  other d isc ip lin e s , such as sociology and geography, had 

taken very p ositive  steps in  p ra ctica l assistance to  teachers o f the d isc ip lin e .
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I/. SUMMARV' REFLECTÎOWS

The matex’ia l used to  prepare th is  document is  fa r from being exhausted.

Seme tables and tabulations remain s t i l l  to  be prepared. But, most o f a ll,  

there is  re fle ctio n  to be done about the d iffe re n t aspects related to teaching 

which up to now have deserved l it t le  attention.

However, i t  seems opportune to draw some conclusions on the most out

standing points and findings o f th is  study.

1 . To teach demography or population studies has not the same meaning 

everywhere. Therefore a more or less profound study o r discussion 

on the subject requires as a p re -requ isite  to  be in  agreement upon 

the m atter. In  some way also what is  included w ith in  the d iffe re n t 

meanings is  a clear re fle c tio n  o f h is to ric a l, cu ltu ra l and ideologica l 

sp ecific  situations.

2 . Regardless o f the geographic regions, the theoretica l and c r it ic a l 

re fle ctio n  about the teaching task does not seem to  be a usual prac

tic e  among professors. On the other .hand, clear evidence is  found as 

regards concern fo r immediate conjunction or circum stantial problems 

among which those related to  programmes s ta b ility  or to  fin a n c ia l as

pects are included.

3 . A fee ling o f nostalgia is  detected among those responsible fo r teaching; 

i t  appears as i f  the a c tiv itie s  they are accomplishing did not receive 

enough support. A t tim es, a sensation o f iso la tio n , which is  not geo

graphic exc lu s ive ly, may add to  th is  nostalgia.
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U. The Union is  facing a very important task and perhaps a key ro le  as 

regards support to  teaching a c tiv itie s . Probably Union members expect 

from i t  more than can possibly be provided. Hawever, the subject is  

most conplex and rather than attempting at an encyclopedic e ffo rt i t  

would be better to  s ta rt l it t le  by l it t le  and sustain th is  in it ia tiv e . 

Trad ition  needs to  be C3?eated. Sporadic concerns do not allow  capita

liz a tio n  o f e ffo rts  which due to lack o f continu ity may vanish and 

hence cause less impact.

5 . The d ive rs ity  o f situations detected makes i t  advisable to engage in  

sp ecific  actions according to  geographic areas or teaching m odalities 

rather than to adopt general strategies. In  other words, and aiming 

at sp ecific  re su lts , the next steps to be followed should be addressed 

at focusing on c le a rly  defined goals.

6 . The co-operation o f the Union members proved to be a decisive factor 

in  re la tio n  to  the success c f th is  study. I t  irught be ssnvsi'sLsist ts 

pay fu rther attention to th is  form o f comraunication. This is  an e f

fic ie n t way in  order to  obtain first-h a n d  infonration  about what is  

a ctu a lly happening and also an appropriate mechanism to  gather more 

members around the s c ie n tific  a c tiv itie s  o f the Union.
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in t e r n a t io :î.\l  u nion  fo r  the s c i e n t i f i c  study  of po pu la tio n

5 rue Forgour, AOOO Liège, Belgium 
Tel.: 32.58.15 - Cable: Popunion-Liege

WQRKINO GROUP ON THE TEACHING OF DEMOGRAPHY 

INQUIRY I NTO THE PRESENT STATE OF TEACHING IN DEMOGRAPHY

I .  IDENTIFICATION

1, Name :
2. Address:

3. Institution:

4. Sex: Q  Male Female.
5. Year of Birth: 19 | | |~ [

I I .  PERSONAL TEACHING EXPERIENCE

1. Please indicate your field(s) 2. During what period did you obtain
of training your training or formation in

demography?
r~l Demography
|~~[ Sociology, Anthropology, [ [ Before 1950

Political Science □  1950-1959
1 ) Mathematics, Statistics,

Actuarial Science □  1960-1964
] [ Economics □  1965-1969
1 1 Medicine
1 [ History □  1970-1974
1 [ Geography □  1975-1979
] I Other (specify)



3. In vliich year did you becin to teach demography or population studies 
on a regular basis?

i s n n

4. What are the names of the courses that you are presently teaching 
in the field of population studies? Please indicate for each 
course, the name of the faculty, department or school in vhich the 
course is conducted and whether the course is part of a comprehensive 
programme in population studies?

Name of Course Faculty, Department, Part of Comprehensive
etc. Programme in Demography

A. □  yes Q  no
B. □  yes Q  no
c. □  nn *̂ 0

D. □  yes □  no

5. Can you give a brief description of the content and aims of each 
course that you teach? For each course, would you also indicate 
the name of one text which you feel most closely relates to the 
content of the course?
A. Content and Aims of Course

Text:

B. Content and Aims of Course

Text:

C. Content and Aims of Course
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Text:

D. Content and Aims of Course

Text:

NOTE: For the remainder of this questionnaire, please restrict
your answers only to training given as part of a comprehensive 
training programme in demography or population studies.

6. Please indicate the total number of hours per year which you spend 
in classwork and thesis supervision.

Class hours
Thesis supervision 
hours

L 1.. J

Average annual number 
of post-graduate theses- 
supervised | |

7. Are your teaching activities periodically evaluated or coordinated 
with other courses through any mechanism,-formal or informaT, in 
your institution?-’

Ko □

Yes □ Is this evaluation process effective 
or not? Please comment.

CEI..ADE -  SISTEMA DOCP./'^L
D O C U M E N T A C I O N

SOB.'̂ e POBLACION l N 

■ AMERICA LATINA
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8 . Do you liave  e a s y  a c c e s s  l o  i n f  oj na 1. i on o r  new clevc ] oj'Mcnt. s in  
your  s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  o f  t e a c h i n g ?

Yes □
No . ■+ What are the reasons for the lack of

easy access?
9. Do you have any suggestions which might lead to an improvement 

in your access to information or new developments in your 
specific field?

I I I .  ORIENTATION OF YOUR TEACHING

]. What is the particular function of your teaching in the training 
of the demography students for whom you are responsible?

2. If you feel that the function of your teaching as defined above is 
not being adequately fulfilled, what are the difficulties which 
have led to this situation?
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3. V.Tiat do you feel arc the fundaincntal mcl.hodolo;;ical, conceptual 
or philosophical issues in the teaching of your subject? Vould 
you like to express your views on these issues?

rV. BACKGROUND OF STUDENTS

• 1. What are the principal weaknesses in the academic background of 
the students taking your course?
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In tlic of your < r.ju r i once, wlinL is l.he best, academic
background for sLudcnts visbing to specialize in demography?

V . SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE ACTIONS OF THE lU SSF

Taking into account the problems that you have indicated in previous 
questions, would you please make concrete suggestions regarding 
possible future actions of the Union in the teaching of demography?


