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DISOUSSION OF CHAPPER IV OF TEB FOONOMIC SURVEY (B/CN.12/62)

Mr. MENCCAL Y BARRERAS (Cuba) poinbed out that the
data in chapter IV relating tc the economies of the Caribbeon
countries and particularlr to their agriculturai development
wes not bomplete ore fﬁljy repreaentative. Conzequently, the
conclusion drawn therefrom might leed {o errcneocus
interpretations. While the Survey waz an excellient piéce of
work, it could not be considersé comelusive es regerds the
portions dealing with the role of agriculture in the
economic life of the Caribhesn countrises.

The reprssentatives of GUATIMATA, IONDURAS and the
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC fully supnerted tho representative of .
Cuba in that view. | |

The CHAJRMAN emnhasized that the gars in the Survey
were due to the lack of official information and the limited
sources of data. He hoped that in the future Governmenta
would co-operate fully in furniching data to the Secretariat.
He would welcome all suggestions desiguned o improve the
guality and comprshensiveness cf besic documents. As the
representative of Ecwedor; he praised the excelileunce of the
Eecretariat's work vhich he ccasldered a good basis for
dlstcuasion.

Mr; PAZ AGUIPEE {Uruguay) 2ls0 noted that a superficisl
study of Chapter IV of the Survey might gzive rise to
erroneous inverpretations. In oprdsr to corxrsct certzin
impressions regexrding cattle and wheal producticn in
Uruguay, he stated that while tnere hiad beén.a general
decrecse in.caﬁﬁle population as compered with the pre-war

level, the muubers of certain types of cattle had incressed

/eroportionally
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preportionally durling recent rears. In the same way,
after a brief period during which Urvguay had been
forced %o import wheat, it had beccme a wheat-producing -
country with an exportable surplus. The innreaée in the
producticn of> ollseeds had also vlaced it .in the category
. of erporting countries,

The CHAIRMAN invited the mewbers of the Committee to
meke further comments which would be taken into sccount in
formulating the final recomméndatisns.

‘Mr. SCHIAKE VERGARA (Chile)} seid thet whaile certain
data wes admittedly lacking in the Survey, it could be used
&8 guridance in évaluating the concréte recompendations
conteined in the Joint ECIA-FAO Report (E/CILiQ/Bjj)-
Delegations ghould make every effort to.supplgmsnﬁ the data
for their respective countries in ordsr to obtain a more
accurate and comprehensive picture of the agricultural
development of the Iatin‘Americen economlies.

He reviewed the baslc facts astated in the Svrvsy and
outlined the measures which had to be taken to incresse
food mroduction in Latin fmerica. He emphasized the urgent
need to increase the asreas undsr cultivation and to hring
into use potentially arable land by improving tranaportation
facilities, providing adecucte storage werehouses and
lntroducing modern mechanized equipment. A% the same time,
farmers should be educated to use good, inspected seed,
fertilizers and pesticides. The flow of agricultural
workers 4o the wrban centres could be stoﬁped cnly if
conditions on the lanq were improved 5o thet it beczme

advantagecus to remain in faprring. That cculd be dons

/By technical
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by technical training wkich wonld reise the froductivity
of the agricultural worker and increase his pay to compare
Tavourably with that ol inpdustrial workers, The'resulting
~ increased purchasing power would creaﬁe higher demend for
farm products. Adequate credlt facilities on reasonable
terms would furtlher ettyract workers and land-holders tb
rem=2in on the land. Governmente could contribute by
fTavuurable 1egialation and plawed prograumes of
egricultural develotment. Awncve 31l, prices of farm
produchs aad to be stabilized nad protected from the
drastic fluetvations of the world par¥et.

Agricultural development in Xalin America required a
striggle againgt nature. Irrigation wes costly, and
aubatantial funds were recuired to clear.the land for
cultivation. In the pest, privebe capitzl had underialken
thoze tasks; only in recent years had Governments begun
to assist in that werk. On the other hard, private cepital
haed found it more advantageouz to invest in industry aﬁd
sgriculture had suifsred. The férmsrs had heen forced to
take losses and accordingly lowered their production.

- Government subsidies and increased focd importe had created
further fuctvations in prices. In vhe abeence of any
ssswrance of steady prices, farmers had altered the

gtrvcture of thelr crop production, given up the cultivation
of imporizsnt food products and thus reduced their overall
productivity. Stabilized prices of food products were sn
indispensaﬁle prerequisite for gound zgriculturald developument.

Finally, Mr. Schnake suggected that the criteria he

had exmurerated should be weighed end debated so as to serve

/a8 8 besis
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as a basis for the study of the concrebe conclusions put
forth by the Joint Working Farty.

Mr. ROMEU (E1 Salvador) described the four basic
problems jmpeding the agricultural developrent of'his
country. Most imnortant was the pressure cf the population
on the land. El Salvador wes a very small céuntry; food
production had to increase yroportionately with the growth
of the population, The land hed been impoverished by
continued cultivation without the benefit of technical
and scientific metheds and oving to the absence of the
necessary fertilizers. The systews of cultivation of
pagsic foodstuifs were antlguated and rudimentary. They
would gain‘much by the introduction of modern techniques.
As a result of those conditions, roductivity remained
at a low level, the prices of basic food products were
lov and the purchasing power of the agricultural population

remained necessarily linited.

(The full text of Mr. Romeu's romarks an be found
in document E/CH.12/109). :

Mr. MEIOCAL Y BAKRZRAS (Cuba) emphasiéed the need
to atudy the agriculturzl sitvation in each country and to
arrive at definite solutions of permanent lcng-range
problems. Among those he enumerated irrigation and soil_
conservation, use of forest resources and reforeétation,
transportation and communicatlons, rural education and

mechanization of agricultures He laid particular stress on

{

the need for permanent financing of all projects intended
to raise agricultural productivity and to obtain the
highest possible pricee for food prodﬁcts. Toward that

end, there was an immediate requirement of adequate

Jeredit
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cradit facilities and extended industrializotion. Only thus
could the purchasing power of farﬁ populations be increased
and the markets for their production expanded.

" Mr. CASTAREDA PAGARINI (Guatemala) agreed with the
representalive of Cuba.

Guatemala had special clligatic and demographic preblems.
To imwrove ite egriculbural developwsnt it required
technical assistance, an expénqion of rural education,
credit and direct financiel aid aud the Institution of modern
wethods for combating pests and ensuring satisfactory health
conditions for the pecple om tle lend.

¥r. de SEYNES {Trange) swugzested that the Committes
ghould disowss the consrete recommendations of the Joimt
Working Party ome by one. That discussion would not preclude
general comments on any of the zapecta of thre sgricvliural
dovelopment of the countrles rvepresented. However, it was
on the basls of the Joint Working Perty'ls proposal that the
finél recoprendations of ECLA 5o the Economisc and Social
Council and to meuber Governments should ve formulsted.

bir. SCHNAXE VERGARA (Chile} supported tnat procedure
and proposed thet the report of the Joint Working Party
should be discusszed chapter by chapter together with the
correaponiing conclusiona,

Mr. JOBIM (Brazil) noted that +lLe procedurs suggested
would fail to take intc account the subject of industrislization
which was closely linked to agricultural development.
Menufacturing had to be dealt with in any discussion of
agriculture in ILetin Americas

The CHATRMAN amnounced thet the report of the Joint

Jiorking Party
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Working Ferty (E/CN.12/33) would be considered'éhapter
by chapuer, reference being made to the relevant parts
of the Survey (B/0N.12/82), and that the sub,j;act of
lindustrializatioﬂ would be added to the mattirs for

Alscussion.

The meeting roge at 12 noon.



