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«DDRESS BY PRESIDENT OF BRaZIL

His .xcellency wr, Getulliu VairG.3, Presicent »f the
Republic of Brazil, welcuned the representatives to the
Fifth session of the Commission. .

The Econumic Commission for Latiﬁ america wes a living
example of the new spirit of international organiszation,
with the objective of helping to leay the foundaticns of an
organiged internationcl comnunity. Since its inception in

]

L\J

1948, the Commission had gone from strength teo strength
an instrument for bringing about zreater co-operaticn among’
the Latin—americaﬁ States with a view to accelerating their
rate of economic development. The economic studigs which
it had prepared were proving of the utiost value to
Governments in the framing of their policies and‘fhe
original methods advocated for toackling the complex basié
prcblens of the continent were designed to snsure the
achievement of objectives withiia the bounds of potenticlities.
The Brazilian Government appreciated in particular the
Commission's efforts tc formulate theory of economic d
developmeﬁt'as'&fbasis for Latin american écunumic policies
and the measures recommended were of greatjpractical
significance. Furthermore, its value, as,an iaparticl
consultative body was becoming ever more widely recognized,
and it was deing fine work in the field of technical

assistonce., The Commission's excellent work towards

/intcrnaticnal go-operation
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international co=cperation should be gontinued, in keeping
with the original plonand with no change in its structure
or orginization. o .
The broad cgends awaiting consideration by the ¢
Comnissiun contained many iteas of vutstaacln, interest to
all Latineimericon Governments and reflected matters of
constant concern to the Brazilian Goverament. Bragilien .
policy on land reform, for exmaple, was being determinod
in the light of internstional studies and rdsearch, and the
encouragement of basiec industrics, exvansiou of the food
industry, increuse of expurts, {inoncing of clectric power,
transport and storage enterprises, aechanization of ¢ -
agriculture znd the re-equipmtent of ports were other salient
features in the work prugramac of the brazilian Governument.
» BCLA could make a considerable contribution towards the
“success cof that economic development policy.
" The Bragzilian Government, honourcd tc zet ©s host to
the Commission, hoped that the proceediﬁgs of the fif;h;
sessiun wald be crowned with complete success,

COPENiNG OF SESSICN

Mro dnRTINZZ BalZ, {(dexice), {Chdairian of
Y- the Fourtn GSession of 1CLa), expressed the hope that much
“iwould be.achieved by the Conference which was being opencd
++under the excellent auspices of the work done since ECLi's

Fourth Session,

Pep e an ety /The representotives
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The repfosentativesrof the governments. and organizatiomns
interested in the development of the Latin american economy
were meeting in a country whi¢h provided a valuzble example
of the co-craination of & vigorous industrial programme with
the cvatinuation of the traditicnal agricultural economy,
viexico was also an example of o similar attempt to ¢ =l
co~ordinate agricultural and incustrial developnent. His
Government's finaneial and industricl poliey was in complete
accordance with the prineciples, aims and methods of private
industry.
He quoted from the inaugural address delivered by
ir. iluiz Cortines, the head of the llexican Government, in
December, 1952, emphasizing the necessity for an increase
in and on equituble distributicn of the national wealth.
Like all countries in the process of economic development,
Hexice had found itself short of investment capital and had
been ¢ompelled to adopt a compromise solution, channelling
its rescurces to the most essential fields »f eccnomic
activity. It had alsn attempted to strike a balance @ ..
.between agriculture and industry, to prevent the movement
of‘manpower eway Irom tne lend and into industry, .and to
sfx;;sllgth'en the nationil ecunomy by cowordinated fisgul and
mqﬁetarf.pglicies. That economic programme was in keeping

with the resoluticns and recommendatiuns adopted-by ECLi.

/The standard
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The stendard U living of éach country depended on its
economyy and peaée”and WGlfﬁre could not be ensurcd by‘ |
atomic boubs or mllitqry victories but only by 1ncreased
productivity ond improved letrlbutlun.'

. His'delegaticn was -sure that the Conference would
achieve excellent thectetical and practic«l resulﬁs:'uu
R Mr, iLaRTONZS (Chile), SUbdKldé on hehalf
of 211l delegations, thanked the Government of Brazil for

acting as host to the -Comnission.

Commenting on the developanent of ECLQfs work,-he:said
‘thot the studies produced since the Commission's inaugﬁrétion
in 1948 had been of grent voalus, and thenked the Seeretoriat

..for the results it had achieved,

The Foreign ilinister of Chile had expressed President
Ibanez' desire tu scek the coeuperaticn of all other
Wnderndeveloped countries ana particulurly ﬁf thouse in the
Latin=americun hemisphere, I1u accordiance with that policy,
efforts had been made tu negotiate agreements with Lolivia,
Peru and nrwentlnu, cnd the conmerciﬂl treaties 51gned with
many Lotin nmerlcan cuuntrles enphasized Caile's d951re fur
fraternal collaboratl;n. The V151ts recently paid tu Chlle
by the Foreign dinister . f BullVl‘ and the Pr931dent i
nrgentlnu hud been merely the initial step id the pr:mutlun

of such CU“UpcrhtlUHQ

- /In accordance



E/CN,12/SR 43(V)
rage 8

In aceordunce with his countryts traditional policy of
frisndly co=-cperation, it shcould be possible to extenc
trade first between the seven southern countries of Latin
ammerica nnd subsequently threughout the whule continent.,
The first step in that policy would be the expansion of
commercial relutions with .rgentina.

He hoped that 4CLi's fiftﬁ session would be a success,.

#ir. BLOUGH {Principal Virector, United MHations
Department of Zeununmic nffairq) conveyed the Secretiry-
General's good wishes and thuse of the ..ssistant Secretary-
_Genercl for the Departments of weonumic and Soerirl affairs
for the suecess of the Cummissica's fifth scssion. He
wished to express their decp appreciation to the President,
the Guvernient and the people of Brazil for thne huspitality
extended t» the Cummission.

Althiough now in its cighth year, the United Nati ns
wes still at the threshold Hf its work., Therc were grea
cpportunities ahead in aﬁtempting to meet sxisting world
problems. In its elforts to promote the great objacﬁives
lzid down in the Charter, the United Nations brought
together fur common purpwses‘ngt‘a fow zreat Powers or tho
nations <f o single reéi:n, but sixiy astions from all norts
Jf the_world.' The wmembers of the Seéretgrigt, assenbled
from meny cuuntries; Joined dn a coisacn Sdeavear as truly

internaticnal civil servonts.,

/It was
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It wis vbvicusly essential for the United Nations to
be world-wide in séope if it was tu gropple succeséfglly
with world-wide problens, and moreover many resional
problems dep&ndéd for iheir'églution sn internaticnal or
global actiun. The wicespread ramificati ns of the United
Hations made it pussible to atpuék region 1 prublems with
hopes Jf success, The World déunumic rieport for 1951-52
singled'but three continuing economic problems of both
world-wide and regionel concern:  the maintonance ané
promotion of econcnice stebility, the disuﬁuilibrium éf
trade and payments ameng n:tishs, «nd the eéonomic
development «f the underhdevélmped countrizs. No  wisf o
satisfactory solution had o8 yeb beea fﬁund for thcse
problens but cne approach, supgested by the provisions of
tlhe Charter, was eoviplementary inte.nctional and aatiovnal
action In ecuch case, tie need £ internationsl actiun
had been recugnized by the Beinomic ond boclial CQuncil and
tae General Asseibly. But interaational action wloenc eould
not provide a final splution. The iavestuent of domestic
capital and the inflow of capital from cbrecd, for instonge,
were often depeadent on internal fuctiurs of a politieal,
sucicl or ecouocnic chéracter.-

It was clear, however, that hany cSuntrias could not

develep rapidly through investament based un internal

-

/res . urces alune
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resources aloviae onc in that - - he drew attention to

the provisi.ns :f Ganorcl asseubly resolution 622(VII),
cwncsrning the establisiment vf #n interaational finance.
corpir.tion and a specinl United Nations fund for ec.nomic
develepment threugh grants-ine~zid nd low-interest leans,

The implementntin of those financing measurss was still

in «n early stoze and tangible results.might be slow in
materinlizing, yet their influence on thie future econumic
develipuent of nony werts of the wurld mipght be cunsiderable..

In adaitivn, General ~sseably resclutiva 623(ViII) was
of spoeial interust G, the Cuuwmaission for it deslt with
equitable internationel price relations; it was os yet tuo
early t. know what conerste results woald flow from the
actiun decided upun.

Thuse were illustrztions of the fact that in the
coatinuing werld-wice ecoununic problens (f the prasent day
there was place bitn for duncstic nnég for interndti mal
acticn, and the United Nations technical agssistance
prograsuie was the kind of internstiocnal action that o
facilitrted and stimulated dunestic action,

The regional econoule cumaissing were imp.ortont
insﬁruments i dealinz with p?ublems that had an inmpact far
bgyond the reorranhienl beundaries of the repion., Zeonomic
development had t: be t~ackled in spseific regins, and an
understaading of thu «bstaeles wnd of the best iethods of
cvelcoming thum required first-hand kaowledse of the countries
concerncd. The meetings of tue Commdssica »rovided the

/Secret iriat with



. E/ON.12/SR 43(V)
"7 Page 11
. Secrctarist wite un opportunity.te.find sut what were ro. .
reparded &8s the specinl prublems-of the regicn, what matters
were deemed must vital to its welfare and what methods were
frivoured for advancing that welfare..

The Cuommissicon's achievements had been recognized both
by thes Eownomic and Sacizl Ciuncil, in its deeision to
centinue the Comalssion on a perminent basis, and by the
Genercl assembly, in its resolution comaending various
agpects of LCLa's work, including its initictive in inviting
the Guvernments of the Central. american nepublics tu embark
on a joint progriamme directod tuwards the econvmic integration
of Centrcl smerica. Such broad comaendztion emphasized that,
during the five years ~f its existence, therc had beun a
steady and signifiecnnt increrse in BCL.A's stnture and b
importance, 2nd he felt it would not be inapprepriate to
pay a tribute tu the work of the Commissisn's Sceretarint,
The reports issued had cuntributed substantinlly teo the
understinding of Latin america's ccounomic problems both
witain md beyond the region.

In the wrk undertaken in the past tw. ycars, two
developments appeared t.o be particularly significant: the
estnblishment f a stnnding ECLa Ciamittee .n Zernonie
Integsration in Centrel america and the framing f o deothiled
plan .f technicusl assistarice te be ¢arried out under the-
United Nati:uns Programme, and the eoafercnce Wf eoxperts o
the iron and stecl industry, which had, awong other things,

laonn e L

o /indicated the
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indicated the pussibilities I & muturlly valunble interchange
cf technical information with Bur.pe und asia s well &8s with
North america., That, 2nd the stinuletion .f trade hetween
Latin wimerict and Zurspe, were examples .f the kind of
inter«regional co-tperntion so ardently desired by the
Bernomie and Soeinl Councll.

The success £ many - the »nrijects undertnken
required close cou=-operati-n with the United Nations
Technic~l ..ssistance administration aﬁd the specinlized
acgencies, with .11 -f which, ns well as with uther inter-
governmental agencies, [CL. had est.blishod increasingly
elose werking relatiuns, .

The significant progress achieved in the field o8
technicnl assistaince services provided by the United Nations
and the specialized ageneies wes encouraging. The stage
hrd new been reached where roquests for services considercbly
excoaded available flnancial rescurces. Tt night praperly
be regardsd as a measure f the success of the Prograane
as woll s & challenge tou the government,

The prubleuns of developing the economies. of the Latine
americen countries were s. vost and the meins for tackling
them relatively so amnll that every constructive form of
| initintive wns to be weleomed. Yz expressed the hope thrt
the fifth sessizn f the C.amissiocn woeuld make a signifieont

c.atribution to the task.

/The meeting
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The mecting was suspended

2t 5130 p,m. nd resumed at
6120 n.m,

SLECTICN OF OFFICIuS

Blecti n Jf Chioiracn

iire GuRUIDO {Dowinicrn Hepublic) numincted
wre Lofer (Brazil),

pir. LnFJﬁ_(Brazill'tnankéd tae ropresentative of
the Dominican idepublic, but fegretted th-t he\wﬁuld'be'
unable to attend meetin:s Wf.the Conference »ften en.ugh to
act s Chairacn. He sugrestod the nominati-n of Mr. Lodi,
ancther member :f the Brazilian celesation. N

Hp, GoiiIN0 (Doainiesa hepublic) nominated
Hr. Lodi (Brazil).

Mr. B.iwiTO (Pern), ilr. SC0HEX (Uruzuay) and’

mry L.dD. (Cubz) supported .., Lici's noaination,

Mr, L.di (Brezil) wes eloctud dhwidrmen by acelaucti.on,

fir. Lodt (Brozil) teo .k the Chair,

The CHAIILLN thonked the Commission for thus
honsuring his country, Fe was confident thit the sessicn

would be a suecess.

Llecti n I Pirst Vice«Chairmon

Hre &LVas, DO {(Honduras) nomincted or. Lande {Cuba).
Mr. Cab.ad BRICBNO (Venszuela) suppurted Jr. Lenc.'s

noainatiocn,.

Mr. Landa (Cuba) was clected First Vice-Chairincn by

acclamation,

. -

/ilr, Lenda
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Mr. LalDi {Cubs) thenked the Commission,

Blecticon of Seeond Vice-Chairrman .

Mr, (L.ATON3S (Chile) nominated ilr. Cevnllos Tovar
{B-livia).

ilr. CRuSFO ORDORZL (Hew. dor) supported ths
numinati un.,

vy, Cevallos Tuver {golivia) was elected Seeund

Vice=Chairmcn by accloamati .,

Mr, .LC.Zad (Bolivia), in iir. Cevallus T.ovar's
absence, thanked the Commission for the hon:ur done to his
countey.

Election 2f Rapportour

Hr, CoNT.R8R0 (wic.ragua) numincted ilr. Lecher
(Uruguay).

Mr. LaFZR (Br..zil), Ur. G.aRIDO (Duminican
Republice). and Hr. BLRRETO {Peru} suppnorted the n.omination.

Mr. Becher (Ururuny) wigs zlected Rapporteur by

acclamation.

[y, BCCHER (Uruguay) thanked the Commission.,

Wr. NORIEC.. 1T0R.LES (Cunteanla) movaed a vote of
thanks to sr, vartinez Bacsz, the retiring Chalrmaen,

The CE.LIL.JiH associzted himself with the vote of
thanks to Mr, Martines Baez, $hinnked the Secretarizt oF
#CLa, in particular ir, Prebisch, {.r its excellent w.rk,

and expressed hepe for the success f the sessi:n,

/idr. B.ARETO
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1lre BaRlITO (Peru) said he was sure he was
speaking f.r all delegetions in thanking the President
2f Brazil fur his addrcss,

The meeting rose at 7:50 p.id.




