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INTEGRATION OF WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT

Through the efforts of its Women in Development (WID) Unit, 
the secretariat collected data on traders in the informal sector, 
specifically in Trinidad and Tobago, Dominica, Grenada, Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Barbados, the Leeward Islands, Haiti 
and Curacao, within the context of the project entitled "The 
Establishment of a Database on Selected Areas of Women’s 
Participation in Social and Economic Development" (HOL/89/S49) . 
This involved:

(a) A regional socio-economic survey among 250 suitcase 
traders travelling to Curacao to purchase commodities and 218 
agricultural traders exporting produce and travelling to Trinidad 
and' Tobago, Barbados and St Martin. The suitcase-traders 
questioned in Curacao originated in Jamaica (82), the Dominican 
Republic (58), Haiti (28), Trinidad and Tobago (25), Venezuela 
(29), Suriname (11), Guyana (6), St Martin (6) and other countries 
(5). The traders in agricultural produce were from Dominica (53), 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (60), Grenada (59), Saint Lucia 
(23) and Saint Vincent or Grenada1 but resident legally or illegally 
in Trinidad and Tobago (23).

(b) Collection of statistical data on trends in the inter­
island trade in fresh agricultural produce in Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Grenada and Dominica. In-house databases were 
developed for 1987, 1988 and 1989 on the number of traders by name, 
sex and frequency of travel ; quantities of produce exported in EC 
dollars and kilograms, by commodity, name of the boat, port of 
departure and arrival; and residence, age of the trader, membership 
in a trader's association, possession of a licence and address and 
name of farmer/supplier (if available).

(c) Computerization of the statistical data on the trade in 
fresh agricultural produce and the data on the socio-economic 
survey. A computer programme enabling easy data retrieval through 
a computer running MS DOS was developed to facilitate the 
collection of data and enable in-depth analysis of changes 
'occurring in the trade, with emphasis on the situation of female 
traders. Diskettes with the programme and a relevant manual were 
sent to the countries involved in the project.

(d) A regional survey of export processing industries in 
March 1989 in Antigua, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Jamaica, Saint Lucia and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 
and the participation of women in this sector. A questionnaire was 
sent to government industry and commerce focal points and to

1 When it became clear that quite a large group of these 
traders had decided to stay in Trinidad in order to reduce overhead 
costs a special questionnaire was designed for this group and they 
were added to the survey.
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n a t io n a l i n s t i t u t io n s  engaged in  a c t i v i t i e s  re la te d  to  in d u s t r ia l  
d evelopm en t, fo llo w e d  by c o n s u lta n t  m iss io n s  to  th e  c o u n trie s  
in v o lv e d .

O th e r a c t i v i t i e s

C o n s id e ra b le  work was perform ed on th e  p r o je c t ,  " B ib lio g ra p h y  
on Women" (RLA/87/W 03). From th e  c o l le c t io n s  o f l i b r a r i e s  in  the 
C a rib b e a n  In fo rm a tio n  System f o r  Economic and S o c ia l P la n n in g  
(CAR ISP LA N ), 868 re fe re n c e s  on Women in  Developm ent were a b s tra c te d  
and l i s t e d .  In c lu d e d  were a r t i c l e s  from s e r i a l  p u b lic a t io n s , 
monographs and le s s  w id e ly  d is t r ib u t e d  docum ents, such as te c h n ic a l 
re p p rts  and co n fe re n ce  p a p e rs .

A f a c t - f i n d in g  m is s io n  was undertaken to  Curacao from 18 to  
23 December 1988 to  o b ta in  s p e c if ic  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  s u itc a s e  
t ra d e r s  o p e ra tin g  in  th e  Fre e  Zone in  Curacao and to  p re p a re  the 
s o c io -e c o n o m ic  s u rv e y  p lanned f o r  March 1989.

On re q u e s t, in -h o u s e  searches from th e  databases on the 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t ra d e rs  o f D om inica, S a in t  V in c e n t and th e  Grenadines 
and Grenada were conducted and com puter p r in t -o u t s  were p ro v id e d .

The s e c r e t a r ia t  was re p re se n te d  a t  th e  R e g io n a l E v a lu a tio n  
M eeting  on th e  CAFRA re g io n a l p r o je c t ,  "Women in  A g r ic u lt u r e " ,  
1989.

A le c t u r e  was d e liv e r e d  on "C a rib b e a n  Women in  Developm ent and 
Change" a t  th e  N a tio n a l Sem inar on Management f o r  E f f e c t in g  Change, 
T r in id a d  and Tobago, 1989.

The Governments o f  A n tig u a , A ru b a , Guyana, th e  N e th e rla n d s  
A n t i l l e s ,  S a in t  V in c e n t and th e  G re n a d in e s, Surinam e and T r in id a d  
and Tobago were p ro v id e d  w ith  a d v ic e / te c h n ic a l a s s is ta n c e  and 
t r a i n i n g ,  where a p p lic a b le , on s p e c if ic  aspects o f th e  range of 
is s u e s  c o n c e rn in g  women covered by th e  WID U n i t .

»
W ith  a v ie w  to  p ro m o tin g  th e  developm ent o f  s k i l l s  f o r  women 

th ro u g h  d is s e m in a tio n  o f in fo rm a tio n , th e  WID U n it  a s s is te d  in  the 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and s e le c t io n  o f ca n d id a te s  from  th e  Caribbean to  
a tte n d  v a r io u s  re le v a n t  courses and c o n fe re n ce s .

T r a in in g

A tw o -d a y  t r a i n i n g  sem inar on methods and te ch n iq u e s  of 
re s e a rc h  was o rg a n ize d  in  T r in id a d  and Tobago on 9 and 10 Fe b ru a ry  
1989, f o r  th e  so cio -e co n o m ic  s u rv e y  team o f T r in id a d  and Tobago.

A one-week t r a i n i n g  sem inar on methods and te ch n iq u e s  o f 
re s e a rc h  on v io le n c e  a g a in s t  women was o rg a n ize d  in  S a in t  V in c e n t 
and th e  G ren adines in  December 1988, in  c o l la b o r a t io n  w ith  the 
Women's Desk in  th a t  c o u n try .



Publications

(a ) "C o m p a ra tive  S ta tu s  o f Women in  S e le c te d  C aribbean 
C o u n tr ie s  as in d ic a te d  by S e le c te d  S o c ia l ,  Econom ic, Demographic 
and Le g a l Param eters" (LC/CAR /G.2 7 3 ). T h is  is  an update on the  
f in d in g s  o f th e  n a t io n a l s tu d ie s  on women as r e c ip ie n t s  o f s e rv ic e s  
from  re s o u rc e s  a llo c a te d  in  th e  n a t io n a l b u d g e t, in  th e  p e rio d  
1984-1988, conducted w it h in  th e  fram ework o f a s u b re g io n a l p r o je c t ,  
"Women in  Developm ent and P la n n in g " ;

(b ) " In fo rm a l Tra d e  in  th e  Leeward Is la n d s "  (LC/CAR /G .2 7 5 ),
in  w h ich  an o v e rv ie w  is  p ro v id e d  o f th e  i n t e r - i s l a n d  tra d e  in  the  
in fo rm a l s e c to r  in  th e  Leeward Is la n d s  and p o s s ib le  sources f o r  
f u r t h e r  d a ta  c o l le c t io n  a re  id e n t if ie d ?

(c ) "E x p o rt  P ro c e s s in g  Zones and Women in  th e  C a rib b e a n ". 
T h is  r e p o r t  p re s e n ts  and a n a lyse s  data d e r iv e d  from the  su rv e y  o f 
e x p o rt p ro c e s s in g  in d u s t r ie s  unde rta ke n  in  1989 in  e ig h t  CDCC 
c o u n t r ie s , p la c e d  in  th e  c o n te x t o f in t e r n a t io n a l  p ro d u c tio n  and 
e a r ly  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  in  th e  Caribbean?

(d ) "Th e  In fo rm a l S e c to r  and Women in  th e  C a rib b e a n : Notes
f o r  R e f le c t io n " ,  a d is c u s s io n  paper p re se n te d  a t  th e  C o n s u lta tio n  
on C u rr ic u lu m  Developm ent in  Women's S tu d ie s , h e ld  a t th e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Guyana, 19-23 Jun e  1989?

(e ) "A s p e cts  o f Law r e l a t i n g  to  th e  S ta tu s  o f Women in  the 
C a rib b e a n , w ith  p a r t ic u l a r  re fe re n c e  to  s e le c te d  CDCC c o u n trie s "?

( f )  "Th e  In t e r n a t io n a l  T ra d e rs  o f H a i t i :  The Madam S a ra ", 
a d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  c o n d it io n s  under w hich  H a it ia n  t ra d e rs  la b o u r 
and th e  c o n s tr a in t s  th e y  fa ce  in  an atte m p t to  earn a l i v i n g ,  in  
th e  H a it ia n  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  co n te xt?  and

(g ) "Th e  H u ck ste rs  o f  D o m in ic a ", an o ve rv ie w  o f th e  i n t e r ­
is la n d  tra d e  in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  produce based on th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  data 
c o l le c t i o n  and th e  s u rv e y  d a ta  m entioned above? and

(h ) " P a r t ic i p a t io n  in  Form al and In fo rm a l S e c to rs  o f the
Economy: A re  Women E n tre p re n e u rs ? " , a d is c u s s io n  paper pre se n te d
a t  th e  A nnual C onference o f th e  C a rib b e a n  S tu d ie s  A s s o c ia tio n ,, 
Barbados, 1 0 -1 1  May 1989.

C o -o p e ra t io n  w ith  o th e r  agen cies

The WID U n it  c o lla b o ra te d  w ith  th e  FAO O f f ic e  in  P o r t -o f -S p a in  
to  d e ve lo p  th e  in -h o u s e  s t a t i s t i c a l  databases on t ra d e rs  in  fre s h  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p ro d u ce .

The following documents were prepared for publication:
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I LO and UNIDO a s s is te d  in  im plem enting th e  s u rv e y  on e x p o rt - 
o r ie n te d  in d u s t r ie s .

In  im plem enting  th e  s o cio -e co n o m ic  s u rv e y , th e  WID U n it  gained 
th e  c o l la b o r a t io n  o f C u ra ca o 1s Departm ents o f In t e r n a t io n a l  
R e la tio n s  and La b o u r, r e s p e c t iv e ly ;  the  Departm ent o f S o c io lo g y  o f 
th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  th e  West In d ie s ,  T r in id a d  and Tobago, th e  E x t r a -  
M u ra l Departm ent (WAND) and th e  C a ribbean Developm ent C e n te r in  S t 
M aarten.

The WID U n it  c o lla b o ra te d  w ith  th e  PAHO O f f ic e  in  T r in id a d  and 
Tobago in  th e  p la n n in g  o f th e  l a t t e r 's  upcoming n a t io n a l m eeting 
o f n o n -g o ve rn m e n ta l o rg a n iz a t io n s  on h e a lth .

4


