UNITED NATIONS Distr.

GENERAL
ECONOMIC COMMISSION LC/G.1768
FOR LATIN AMERICA 6 April 1994
AND THE CARIBBEAN - ECLAC TN e . SPANISH

SOCIAL PANORAMA OF LATIN AMERICA

1993 EDITION



iii

CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION . .ottt et ettt ettt i e e
THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION . ... ... .. ittt
1. Thestructureof wagelabour . .............. ...y ,
2. The employment and income status of young people . . ..................
3. The size of low-productivity urbanstrata . . . .. ............... ... .. ..
4, Employment in the publicsector . ........... ... ... i,
INCOME DISTRIBUTION . . .. ..ttt it it ie e eeae e
5. Household income inequality . .......... ... i
6. Income differentials between high- and low-income strata . .. .............
EXTENT AND CHARACTERISTICS OF POVERTY .. ...................
7. The incidence of poverty in Latin America . . . . ......... ... ... ... ..
8. Poverty and social security coverage . ............ . i

9. Economic growth, poverty and redistributive policies . ..................
INEQUALITIES IN EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT AND
OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL MOBILITY .. ........ ...,
10. Trends in the population’s educational capital . .......................
11. Determinants of educational attainment . .. .........................
12. The trend in consensual unions among youngpeople . . . . ................
13. Trends in young people’s incomes and in the percentage

who neither study nor work . .. ... ... . L oo
14. The educational status and incomes of the adult population . . ... ...........
15. Wage discrimination against women . . . ........... .. .. i
16. Rural/urban educational inequalities . .. ... .......... ... ...,
17. Thestatus ofolder adults . ... ....... ... . ...

TABLES . .ttt e e e e e e

11
13
16
19

21
27

33
35
37
38
41
43
58

61
62

67
68

71



INTRODUCTION

This second edition® of the Social panorama of Latin America is an expression of the ECLAC
secretariat’s continuing efforts to incorporate the social dimension into the Commission’s annual
appraisals of regional development.

The present report covers twice as many countries as the first, and the information has been
updated using the most recent figures made available to the secretariat by the countries concerned; in
addition, data for intervening years and for the latter part of the 1980s have been included. In the
aggregate, the information analysed here is sufficient to provide a fairly detailed picture of events during
the 1980s in respect of major social issues. ' :

Although this overview does cover the most salient aspects of the region’s social development
during the 1980s, it does not claim to be a comprehensive report. A number of highly important aspects
of social development —such as health, housing, social expenditure and recent trends in social
stratification— are either not covered at all or are discussed only partially or indirectly. As will be
explained more fully below, the range of information sources has also been quite limited, since most of
the data used in the preparation of this edition of the Social panorama were drawn from household
surveys. It is anticipated that future editions’ subject coverage and spectrum of basic information sources
will be broadened.

The statistical data on which this report is based are the result of the unflagging efforts of statistical
offices and other agencies in Latin America and Caribbean to upgrade, update and give continuity to their
countries’ household surveys. ECLAC processed the original information, which was then incorporated
into the Household Survey Data Bank (BADEHOG) maintained by the Statistics and Economic Projections
Division, so that it might assess the quality of that information and establish an acceptable degree of
standardization. Despite these efforts, there is still a certain amount of lag time between the collection
of the data in the countries and the publication of the Social panorama; the Commission is confident,
however, that this lag will graduaily be reduced as the source information becomes available on an
increasingly timely basis. In any event, this lag does not limit the validity of the findings presented in this
report in any essential way.

A concern for social equity continues to be the central focus of this study. Those of its dimensions
analysed here include employment, income distribution and poverty, as well as progress and setbacks with
regard to equality among socioeconomic strata, between the sexes and between rural and urban areas in
terms of both living conditions and social mobility.

&

* The first edition to appear in English.
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Within the context of these subject areas, a number of new lines of analysis have been incorporated
into the 1993 edition. In regard to employment, for example, changes in income levels and in the
structure of urban wage labour are analysed. The public sector is also examined with a view to detecting
ways in which the crisis and adjustment policies of the 1980s may have affected the profile of workers
in this sector. Looking into another aspect of this subject, links between employment status and poverty
are studied in order to gain a fuller understanding of the structural causes of poverty.

On the subject of income distribution and poverty, this edition includes the most recent estimates
prepared by ECLAC. The information presented here covers a large number of the countries in the region
during the 1980s and early 1990s.

In view of the increasing demographic significance of the older population in some of the region’s
countries, as well as the economic and social problems involved in the maintenance of adequate social
security systems, the changes occurring in some of the traits exhibited by this age group are examined.
Finally, in an effort to provide input for the preparations for the International Year of the Family in 1994
and bearing in mind the responsive chord struck by the Convention on the Rights of the Child, changes
in family structure and their implications for the well-being and development of children in the various
socioeconomic strata are studied in greater depth.

MAIN FINDINGS AND ELEMENTS USEFUL
IN THEIR INTERPRETATION

In the field of employment, the high rates of open unemployment found in the majority of the Latin
American countries during the worst years of the economic crisis are no longer in evidence, and in a
number of cases great strides have been made in this respect. The progress achieved by some countries
in the late 1980s was not substantial enough, however, to make any significant reduction in the percentage
of their populations living in poverty or to diminish existing inequalities in income distribution. In fact,
as of the early 1990s household income distribution in most of the countries exhibited higher levels of
concentration than the already very high indexes registered in the late 1970s. Meanwhile, real wages
clearly moved downward in the 1980s even though, in some countries, the trend in this variable during
the last three years of that decade began to reflect the positive effects of their resumed growth. The
combination of these factors had an adverse effect in terms of the level of poverty in the region, whose
incidence and severity continued to increase during the second half of the 1980s.

The study underscores the fact that the majority of the poor are wage-earners and that a substantial
proportion of the working poor are employed in large and medium-sized firms. These findings point up
the need to link efforts to promote growth and achieve a more equitable distribution of income with an
improvement in the status of large numbers of wage-earners who are living in poverty. At the same time,
however, an examination of the data clearly indicates that in order to impede the mechanisms by which
poverty is perpetuated from generation to generation, policies aimed at raising the incomes of the poor
must be accompanied by policies designed to provide education, housing and support for the
reinforcement of family structures. Indeed, the Social panorama emphasizes that the creation of
conditions conducive to the strengthening of family structures among the urban working class is a crucial
component of any policy that seeks to promote more equitable access to educational opportunities for all
children.
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Among young people, a continued increase is to be observed in what another ECLAC report
referred to as the "frustration factor",! which is generated by the widening gap between their
remunerations and their educational levels. This trend has taken shape despite the stagnation, or even
retrogression, of the level of young people’s educational attainments in recent years in some countries,
probably as a delayed effect of the most severe phase of the crisis and of the drastic economic adjustment
measures adopted in response to that crisis. The decline in social mobility is also probably linked to
another phenomenon which is rapidly spreading among young people in working-class urban strata in
particular. That phenomenon is the formation of consensual unions, and although the significance of such
arrangements needs to be studied in greater depth by research projects designed specifically for that
purpose, the social implications of the definite link found in all socioeconomic strata between parents
joined in consensual unions and children with low levels of educational attainment cannot help but be a
cause of concern.

Women’s participation in economic activity continues to rise; however, it is occurring within an
environment that obliges many households to resort to survival strategies that often involve an increased
burden of housework unaccompanied by parallel advances in the coverage of child-care support services
while, at the same time, marked wage discrimination against women continues to be a problem. These
inequitable situations are a source of stress within the family.

The educational levels of the rural population remain low and considerably below those of the
urban population. In view of the severity of rural areas’ education deficit, innovative and comprehensive
educational policies to upgrade the quality of instruction will have to be implemented if we are to
_rationalize agricultural activity and ensure that those children and young people from rural areas who do
move to the cities are not foredoomed to a marginal existence.

The above-mentioned trends are merely a sample of the contents of this edition of the Social
panorama and should be interpreted within the framework of more general processes taking place in the
countries of the region. In the following discussion, some of the more salient aspects of those phenomena
will be outlined.

The most recent evaluations contained in the Commission’s periodic surveys of the economies of
the region have found signs of a modest yet continuing reactivation of economic activity following the
costly adjustments made by the countries in response to the protracted recession of the 1980s. Some of
the countries have begun to reduce their macroeconomic imbalances, while most have concentrated on
the difficult task of controlling inflation, which is in many cases firmly rooted in the habits and
expectations of both consumers and producers. The findings of the present study indicate that in these
early years of the 1990s the incipient recovery of some of the region’s economies has not yet had an
observable impact on the social situation. Be this as it may, a comparison between the present situation
and that of the 1980s turns up at least two promising facts. One is that the 1990s opened with clear signs
of progress in the areas of human rights and democracy. The other is that the positive growth rates
achieved by some countries during the past two years have been coupled with a decrease in poverty,
thanks in large measure to a decline in open unemployment.

! ECLAC/UNESCO, Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean, Education and Knowledge:
Basic Pillars of Changing Production Patterns with Social Equity (LC/G.1702/Rev.1-P), Santiago, Chile, 1992, p. 28. United
Nations publication, Sales No. E.92.11.G.6.
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Clearly, these are uncertain times for the region. This is evident in many aspects of the social
situation, such as the ways in which households are organized, the increasing difficulty of gaining access
to vehicles of social mobility (a phenomenon that is particularly a problem for young people) and the
mounting complexity of implementing political initiatives to meet the pressing needs of broad sectors of
the population. Consequently, in most of the countries in the region there are now many additional
sources of social and political tension, including the continued existence or expansion of deprived social
sectors that are excluded from mainstream society and an increase in income concentration, even though
the idea is gaining ground in many circles that social integration is essential for the achievement of
economic growth.

As is evidenced by the United Nations’ decision to convene the World Summit for Social
Development in 1995, the issue of social integration is beginning to become a focal point for the political
concerns of the Governments of the region. In Latin America, the phenomenon of social disarticulation
is being fueled by various sources of tension that are linked, either directly or indirectly, to the trends
examined in this edition of the Social panorama. In addition to the progressively thorough-going changes
taking place in such basic social institutions as politics, religion and the family and to the
above-mentioned characteristics of current poverty and income-distribution trends, mention should be
made of some of the other obstacles to social integration: i) the effect on today’s population —a more
educated, better informed population that is more aware of its rights— of the emergence in some countries
of evidence of corruption among the power elites, which has cast doubt upon the very foundations for
the legitimacy of traditional political institutions; ii) the incongruities of an economic situation in which
both poverty and income concentration are on the rise and the differences in the quality of the services
received by the various social strata and in the types of consumption patterns accessible to them are
becoming increasingly obvious; and iii) the widening gap between rising levels of formal education and
declining wage levels, which is clearly observable in the public sector and especially among young
people.

The findings set forth in the 1993 edition of the Social panorama of Latin America provide a
basis for exploring some of these sources of tension and, in some cases, for suggesting courses of action
to neutralize them.



THE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION
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1. The structure of wage labour

The main changes to occur in the structure of
wage labour in the region during the 1980s may
be summed up as follows: i) a slight decline in
the percentage of total employment accounted for
by wage labour; ii) a significant reduction in the
percentage of employment accounted for by the
manufacturing sector and an increase in the
number of wage-earners employed in the tertiary
sector; iii) a less marked decline in the public
sector’s share in total employment; iv) increased
employment in small businesses and
microenterprises at the expense of employment in
larger establishments; and v) a decrease in the
share of total employment accounted for by
domestic work. Along with these changes, real
wages were down sharply and the percentage of
wage-earners classified as poor climbed in all the
countries. All these changes in the employment situation since the late 1970s set up different conditions
for labour policies in the region.

Despite these changes, however, as of the early 1990s wage-based employment continued to
represent a very large proportion of total employment in all the Latin American countries. At present,
in eight out of ten countries containing a majority of the region’s population, 70% or more of the total
employed urban population are wage-earners? (see table 1).

The available data on Argentina (Greater Buenos Aires) indicate that the proportion of wage labour
held steady at around 70%, since a steep drop in employment in the manufacturing and construction
sectors was counterbalanced by an increase in employment in commerce and services. In Brazil, the
decline from 75% to 72% between 1979 and 1990 was also accompanied by a change in sectoral
distribution, as the proportion of employment in manufacturing and in the larger firms decreased while
the percentage of employment in tertiary activities and microenterprises rose. In Colombia, no major
changes were observed during the decade, with wage-earners retaining their share of about 70%. A drop
from 77% to 75% in Costa Rica was largely attributable to a relative decline in public-sector
employment. In Mexico, the percentage of wage-earners fell slightly between 1987 and 1990, but
remained at 75% of total employment in the country’s major urban centres. Panama and Venezuela,
which had not yet seen a resumption of growth as of 1990 and had suffered from sharp increases in
unemployment during the preceding decade, also experienced significant changes in the distribution of
wage labour, especially in manufacturing but also, to a lesser extent, in the public sector. Although these
countries registered the largest decreases in wage labour (nine and five points, respectively), this

? In rural areas, wage labour represents about 40% of the total except in Costa Rica, where it currently accounts for two
thirds of the total. The trends reflected in the data on the rural employment structure in five countries of the region (Brazil,
Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama and Venezuela) are less clear cut, as well as being more difficult to analyse based on the
information on employment in these areas obtained from household surveys (see table 2).
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occupational category’s share still amounts to about 70% of urban employment in each of them. The
changes that took place in Uruguay were quite similar to those seen in Panama and Venezuela, although
the decline witnessed during the decade was less pronounced (from 77% to 73%). Chile, on the other
hand, exhibited an expansion in both absolute and relative terms despite a percentage decrease in
employment in the public sector and in domestic work® (see table 3). This trend began to strengthen in
1985, a year when the pace of economic growth accelerated and unemployment dropped sharply. Between
1986 and 1990 nearly 700,000 jobs were created in urban areas, of which 68% were wage-based
occupations in the private sector and 3% in the public sector. As of the end of 1990, wage-earners in
urban areas represented 72% of the total.

The changes observed in all the countries studied were coupled with steep declines in average
remunerations; these decreases, except in the case of Argentina, were larger than the reductions registered
in per capita gross national income (see tables 4, 5, 6 and 7). Household survey data also show that, in
most of the countries, wage-earners’ incomes were down by significant amounts in the manufacturing
sector, although not by as much as in the tertiary sector; this indicates that industrial workers have greater
bargaining power or a greater capacity to defend their wage levels (see table 7). In Argentina, Brazil,
Costa Rica, Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela, the decreases in real wages during the decade amounted
t026%, 17%, 14%, 5%, 14% and 53%, respectively. In four countries (Argentina, Brazil, Panama and
Venezuela), the largest drops were seen during the second half of the decade. Of all the cases studied,
the trend in average wages during this latter period was positive only in Colombia, Costa Rica and
Guatemala* (see table 7).

As a consequence of this situation, the percentage of wage-earners classified as poor increased. In
urban areas, this was true of persons employed in larger firms and of personnel working in
microenterprises (see table 8). In sectoral terms, the net result was equally negative for employees in
manufacturing, construction, commerce and services. In respect of the manufacturing sector, the situation
in Argentina (the data are for Greater Buenos Aires) was particularly noteworthy, since 23% of
wage-earners in this sector were living in poverty as of the start of the 1990s, whereas persons employed
in the manufacturing sector at the close of the 1970s were virtually assured that their income levels would
keep them above the poverty line. According to the most recent figures available, no less than one half
of poor employed persons in urban areas are wage earners in non-professional, non-technical
occupations in the private sector, and if public-sector employees are taken into account, the figure
rises to 60%. If workers in microenterprises are not included, then the percentage is around 45%

* In the case of Chile, information was not available on income levels and poverty among employed persons in the early
1980s. This is the reason why Chile is not included in the tables on employment structure contained in this report. The data
on Chile come mainly from its 1987 and 1990 National Socioeconomic Surveys (CASEN). The information on the structure
of urban employment presented in section 1 was obtained from employment surveys taken by the National Institute of Statistics
(INE).

4 Variations in wage levels calculated on the basis of household survey data may differ significantly from the figures
yielded by wage indexes computed by the countries themselves. Apart from the differences between the two sources in terms
of their geographic and socioeconomic coverage and the types of flows examined (gross or net salaries, in cash or in kind, for
example), differences also exist in the ways that average remunerations are computed. The usual method is to average the wages
using set weightings, i.c., based on an employment structure (by size and sector) that does not vary over time. However,
calculations of average remunerations based on household survey data take into account not only changes in income levels, but
also changes in the employment structure. This is why the wage declines presented in this study are larger than those shown by
average wage indexes, since the proportion of wage-earners in lower-income strata and sectors rose during the decade. See A.
Mizala and P. Romaguera, Indicadores de salarios y estimaciones de remuneraciones segiin tamaiios: Chile 1982-1990, Nota
técnica, Santiago, Chile, Economic Research Corporation for Latin America (CIEPLAN), December 1992,
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(see table 10). The fact that policies designed to combat poverty —mainly by improving the living
conditions of workers in small manufacturing enterprises— do in fact benefit wage-earners who have very
low incomes should not make us lose sight of the need to direct efforts towards promoting growth and
improving income distribution as a means of boosting wage levels in medium-sized and large firms,
where significant numbers of the working poor are employed.

The sharp increase in poverty among wage-earners in the public and private sectors and, as noted
earlier, among those employed in medium-sized and large firms points up the need to design wage
policies that will cover a wider range of workers. Along these lines, and particularly with regard to
feasible measures for raising labour productivity and income levels, ECLAC® has already suggested some
guidelines for modernizing labour relations. These guidelines, which form part of the Commission’s
proposal for changing production patterns with social equity, underscore the need to link wage hikes to
increases in productivity and to improve working conditions. Other important spheres of action are the
improvement of labour laws (the protection of workers’ rights; expansion of trade-union coverage and
the creation of collective bargaining mechanisms; and improvement of individual labour contracts) and
an increased State inspection and oversight capacity.

It should also be noted that increases in the minimum wage and in the incomes of the non-working
population can be very effective in reducing the percentages of the poor and indigent in the total
population. In Chile, for example, increases in retirement and other pensions and in the real minimum
wage (which recent experience indicates is not incompatible with an expansion of employment), along
with a reduction in open unemployment and a rise in average wages, have played an important role in
the country’s success in bringing down poverty indexes since 1987 and, in particular, since early 1990
(see section 7).

Wage trends between 1990 and 1992 reflect the positive impact of a resumption of growth in some
countries. During the biennium, average wage indexes in Chile, Colombia, Mexico and Uruguay
climbed by 9.6%, 2.9%, 9.1% and 6.4%, respectively.5 This brought wages in Chile and Colombia
to around 15% above their 1980 levels, while in Mexico and Uruguay they were still below (15% and
25%) those levels. In Argentina and Brazil, however, wages in the manufacturing sector slipped by 5.9%
and 6.3% between 1990 and 1992. Argentina constitutes a very special case in the sense that the fall in
wages in its manufacturing sector coincided with a considerable expansion of output. In Peru, average
wages in Lima rose even though per capita income continued on its downward path, but they were still
less than one-half their 1980 level. The trend in the minimum wage in urban areas was less promising.
Except in Argentina and Chile, which saw a substantial upturn in real minimum wages, and in Brazil,
where wages were also up, although less sharply, the countries for which recent data were available
(Colombia, Mexico, Peru and Uruguay) registered decreases of between 4 and 30 percentage points
during the 1991-1992 biennium.’

3 See ECLAC, Social Equity and Changing Production Patterns: An Integrated Approach (LC/G.1701/Rev.1-P),
Santiago, Chile, 1992, and in particular chapter V1. United Nations publication, Sales No. E.92.11.G.S.

¢ See ECLAC, Preliminary overview of the economy of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1992 (LC/G.1751),
Santiago, Chile, 18 December 1992, table 6.

7 Ibid, table 7.
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Although the coverage of this information is not comprehensive,? it does show that the wage
increases achieved in recent years have been registered in countries in which continuing economic growth
and rising employment have been coupled with redistributive efforts. In contrast, wages have fallen in
countries subject to severe political tensions and to recessionary adjustment programmes that have not led
to higher growth and lower inflation. This has not only increased the wage spread, but has also played
a role in keeping urban poverty and indigence levels high.

® This is because: i) the coverage of wage indexes is limited, since they usually refer to wages in the manufacturing sector
and, in some cases, only to those paid by firms located in the country’s largest urban centre; and ii) information on the
percentage of employed persons whose remuncrations are equal to or near the level of the minimum wage for urban areas is
not available.
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2. The employment and income status of young people

As a result of the rapid expansion in the coverage
of secondary and higher education in the region’
—which was reflected in the postponement of
entry into the labour force until a later age—
together with higher open unemployment rates, an
increase in the number of young people who
neither attend school nor work and changes in the
age distribution of the Latin American population,
the share of total employment accounted for by
young people shrank during the past decade.
Nevertheless, as of the early 1990s the percentage of the total economically active population under the
age of 25 was still quite high: around 20% in Chile, Panama and Uruguay and nearly 30% in Brazil,
Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico (see tables 12 and 13).

The available information on six Latin American countries which are quite representative of the
diversity found in the region provides an idea of the considerable rise in the educational levels of
employed youth that took place during the 1980s. The percentage of persons under 25 years of age who
have had 10 or more years of education (a number that can be regarded as the minimum needed to
achieve levels of productivity and income that afford a high probability that a person will be protected
against poverty)'® is a good indicator of that improvement. The countries whose active population
exhibited relatively lower educational levels were the ones that made the most progress between 1980 and
1990, with the rate rising from 16% to 22% in Brazil, from 25% to 39% in Colombia, and from 22%
to 29% in Venezuela. In Uruguay, the increase in the proportion of young people having 10 years or
more of schooling was smaller (from 36% to 39%), while in Costa Rica and Panama the rate held at
about 40% during the decade. Chile, with a rate of 60%, and Guatemala and Honduras, where less than
20% of employed youth have over 10 years of education, are situated at the two extremes of the regional
spectrum. This increase in young people’s educational levels occurred, however, in parallel with steep

® As noted in a recent ECLAC document, "In recent decades, the systems of education, training and scientific and
technological development have registered noteworthy, albeit incomplete, expansion in most of the countries of the region.
However, they still display obvious shortcomings with regard to the quality of their results, their degree of adaptation to the
requirements of the economic and social environment, and the degree of equity in the access of the different strata of society
to them.” See ECLAC/UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Latin America and the Caribbean, Education and
Knowledge: Basic Pillars of Changing Production Patterns with Social Equity (LC/G.1702/Rev.1-P), Santiago, Chile, 1992.
United Nations publication, Sales No. E.92.11.G.6. The same document indicates that the gross enrolment ratio for secondary
education in Latin America and the Caribbean (i.e., total enrolment in the relevant grades divided by the population between
the ages of 12 and 17) rose from 25.5% in 1970 to 57.6% in 1988. The ratio for higher education (referring to the population
between 18 and 23 years of age) climbed from 6.3% to 18.7% during the same period.

1% Table 12 shows that, in all the countries studied, employed youths having at least 10 years of schooling currently earn
incomes equal, on average, to two and one half times the value of the poverty line in per capita terms; in five countries, their
incomes were three times as high. The only exception is Paraguay (Asuncién). This income level is considered to be sufficient
to keep a family of three out of poverty even if only one member of the houschold has an income.
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reductions in their real incomes" in the urban areas of five out of the six countries (Brazil, Costa Rica,

Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela). The exception was Colombia, where young people’s average income
climbed by 5%.

At present, the incomes obtained in the labour market by a great majority of young people —those
with fewer than 10 years of schooling— are less than twice the value of the per capita poverty line, which
is equivalent, on average, to less than US$ 120 per month in urban areas. Furthermore, in almost all the
countries of the region the percentage of employed youth classified as poor is significantly higher than
it was in the late 1970s and, in all cases, the incidence of poverty within this segment of the population
is greater than it is among other employed persons. The figures vary between 15% (Costa Rica) and 85%
(Honduras), with the rates for most of the countries ranging from 30% to 40%.

This deterioration in the situation is particularly worrisome in view of the fundamental role played
by education in the formation of a trained workforce and the achievement of the higher levels of
productivity necessary in order to change production patterns with social equity, as has been proposed
by ECLAC. Nor should we underestimate the impact on young people —especially in terms of thwarted
expectations— of the perception of an increasing lack of correspondence between the effort expended to
obtain an education (by young people who, as a rule, have more years of schooling when they reach
working age than their parents did) and the pay levels offered in the labour market, particularly in urban
areas, where, in addition to the expansion and diversification of higher-income groups’ consumption
patterns, the mass media has come to have a growing influence.

The above situation is compounded by two factors that illustrate the especially difficult
circumstances facing young people in the region today: the high and, in some countries, rising rate of
unemployment, and the large number of young people who neither attend school nor work, particularly
in the lowest-income households. Even in those countries which have managed to resume their economic

' It should be noted that setting the cut-off point at 10 years of schooling —a number which was chosen primarily for
reasons relating to the statistical significance of the household survey data used— obscures the advances made by countries with
higher levels of education. Judging by the increase in gross enrolment rates in higher education, a number of countries probably
saw an increase during the decade in the percentage of employed youth having 12 years or more of education. In Chile, for
example, this group represents nearly 10% of the total employed population. However, 23% belong te poor households and their
average income (50,200 pesos as of November 1990) is less than three times the value of the per capita urban poverty line.
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growth and to reduce the level of open unemployment in recent years, unemployment among young
people remains high. In the urban areas of Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Uruguay, unemployment
among the young population amounted to 18.0%, 20.2%, 12.8% and 22.7%, respectively, in 1990.
Colombia and Chile were the only countries in which the rates had fallen significantly since the
mid-1980s; in Colombia, the decrease totalled five percentage points while in Chile it was six points. In
Argentina, Brazil and Venezuela, where open unemployment continued to rise during the preceding three
years, the rates reached 15.2%, 11.8% and 24.9%, respectively.

The number of young people who neither work nor attend school —a high-risk and highly
vulnerable position occupied primarily by low-income youths— has climbed to between 10% and nearly
25% of the total population aged 25 years or under, while the percentage is one and one half to two times
as high among the young people whose households are within the poorest 25% of the total household
population (see section 16). In brief, the difficulty which a growing percentage of young people has in
finding work, together with the lower incomes they obtain in the labour market today as compared to
what they could have earned a decade ago, has led to a deterioration in living conditions and has
exacerbated the marginalization of young people from poor households. This latter group of young people
are being deprived of access to the usual channels for incorporation into consumer society and to
opportunities for social mobility.

3. The size of low-productivity urban strata

One of the most conspicuous features of the urban
employment structure in the countries of the
region is the high percentage of employed persons
who work in low-productivity sectors of the
economy. These people are non-professional,
non-technical workers employed in
microenterprises and unskilled - independent
workers, and they currently represent between
30% (Uruguay) and somewhat more than 40%
(Brazil) of the total employed population. In
the smaller, poorer countries, the figure rises
to 50%" (see table 14). During the 1980s these
sectors, in which the lower-income population is
concentrated, absorbed a large part of the increase in the urban labour force and thus helped to keep open
unemployment rates during and after the crisis from climbing even higher than they did. It is significant
that the countries which saw the largest increases in employment in these sectors, especially in commerce
and services (Argentina, Panama and Venezuela) were also the countries that witnessed the steepest
decreases in output during the second half of the 1980s, which were accompanied by even higher open
unemployment levels than those registered around 1985. The expansion of these sectors is attributable
not only to the rapid growth of the economically active population in urban areas (at an average annual

> See ECLAC, Latin American poverty profiles for the early 1990s (LC/L.716(Conf.82/6)), Santiago, Chile, November
1992,
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rate of over 3% and, in some countries, 4%), but also to a lower labour absorption rate in medium-sized
and, especially, large firms as well as in the public sector.

Excluding employment in domestic service, which has been steadily declining as a percentage of
total urban employment and which can also be regarded as a typical low-productivity, low-income
activity, total employment in unstructured sectors®® grew in both absolute and relative terms in Brazil,
Mexico, Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela, while its share in total urban employment remained constant
in Argentina and Costa Rica. In most of the countries, low-productivity urban employment also tended
to expand more rapidly in commerce and services than in the manufacturing and construction sectors.

Income trends in low-productivity strata are one of the factors that helps account for the increase
of income inequality seen in most of the countries during the 1980s. First, the striking difference between
the wages paid by microenterprises and by larger production units (between 40% and 60%, on average,
around 1990) did not lessen during the decade in spite of a steep decrease in the wages and salaries paid
by firms in the structured and public sectors. Second, the incomes earned by own-account workers having
low skill levels, especially in commercial and service activities, decreased by a proportionally greater
amount than the average income of employed persons did. The available figures on urban zones indicate
that in five of the six countries where incomes fell, the decline was steeper for the less skilled
independent workers (see table S). The exception was Venezuela, where the declining wages and rising
inflation seen in recent years appear to have had a relatively greater impact on the employees of
microenterprises, although this generated similar regressive effects. As will be seen later on, Argentina,
Brazil, Panama and Venezuela are the Latin American countries in which income distribution worsened
the most (see table 14).

One fact that merits further consideration in view of its implications for poverty-reduction policies
is that, with the exception of Panama, the average incomes of wage-earners having low skill levels who
are employed in microenterprises are substantially lower than the incomes of unskilled independent
workers (see table 15). The available information for the early 1990s also shows that, within the
low-productivity segments of the urban labour market, the largest proportion of the working poor are
employed in small manufacturing enterprises, with the incidence of poverty in this group ranging from
22% in Costa Rica up to 62% in Guatemala. However, this group represents a very small portion of total
employment (less than 5% in all the countries studied except Paraguay), has shrunk in size during the
past decade and accounts for less than 10% of the urban poor. These figures indicate that, while policies
designed to boost the income levels of those employed in microenterprises through credit, training and
technical assistance programmes may be correctly targeted, since they are benefiting the poorest groups
among the employed population, but their effectiveness in reducing the incidence of poverty may be

% In referring to activities conducted by non-professional, non-technical workers (employers and wage-earners) in small
enterprises and by independent workers (own-account workers and unpaid family members) having low skill levels, the term
“unstructured sectors” is used rather than the more usual "informal sector”. The International Labour Office recently proposed
an international definition for the latter term for use in statistical applications based on the traits of the relevant production units
(i.e., size in terms of the number of persons employed and their status as registered or unregistered enterprises). The household
survey data used in preparing this report does not provide information about the characteristics of enterprises. Apart from the
information on production-unit size and social security coverage that can be obtained from a very few surveys, there is no
information is generally available that would allow this segment of the labour market to be defined or described more accurately.
Clearly, the working definition used for this purpose may, in fact, include persons employed in the small yet highly productive
enterprises which are found with increasing frequency in a wide range of activities relating to communications, computer
sciences and, in general, personal and business services.
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limited because only a small number of

people gain access to these programmes and the group of potential
beneficiaries is fairly limited.
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4. Employment in the public sector

The deep cuts made in fiscal spending and the
privatization of public-sector firms (and, in some
cases, of basic health and education services)
undertaken in Latin America as a consequence of
the crisis ‘and subsequent structural adjustment
programmes have hurt public-sector wage-earners’
employment levels less than their income levels.
During the 1980s, the level of employment in the
central-government civil service, in public
services (health, education, social security) and in
State companies declined as a percentage of total
employment in four of the seven countries for
which the most complete information was available: Costa Rica, Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela.
Nevertheless, in the second half of the 1980s the percentage of employment in the civil service expanded
in five countries (see table 16). In all the cases —even those in which the relative magnitude of public-
sector employment was lower in 1990 than in 1980 (Costa Rica, Uruguay and Venezuela)— the number
of public-sector wage-earners increased in absolute terms. ™

During the past decade, the trend in average public-sector wages was similar to that of labour
income;'* remunerations for public employees were down considerably in Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica,
Mexico, Uruguay and Venezuela, with the percentage decreases ranging from 14% (Brazil) and 56%
(Venezuela). The exceptions were Colombia and Panama. The available data lend weight to the
assumption that wage-earners in the decentralized components of the public sector managed to defend
their income levels more effectively than civil servants did, presumably because the persons employed
in State-run companies were in a stronger position to negotiate their wage levels. In Costa Rica, Uruguay
and Venezuela, the decline in income was similar in the two subsectors (see table 16).

As was to be expected, these decreases in wage levels had the effect of raising the percentage of
public employees living in poverty. In a number of countries —especially in Argentina, Brazil and
Venezuela and, to a lesser extent, in Mexico and Paraguay— the increase in the number of public-sector
employees classified as poor was greater, in percentage terms, than it was for the employed population
as a whole. This indicates that wage-earners whose incomes were close to the poverty line saw their
wages decline the most sharply. The exceptions were, once again, Colombia and Panama, where the
incidence of poverty among employed persons climbed by three and six points, respectively, but declined
by similar amounts among public employees.

" In the case of Mexico, information was to be had only on employment in the central-government civil service. These
data indicate that between 1987 and 1990 the percentage of wage-carners in this sector fell from 7.3% to 6.0%, which signifies
a decrease in the number of public employees of 115,000. In Chile, on the other hand, the data from employment surveys
conducted by the National Institute of Statistics indicate that employment in the (centralized and decentralized) public sector
slipped from 12.2% in 1980 to 10.1% in 1990, but the number of employees actually increased by nearly 90,000.

'S In the early 1990s, the average remunerations obtained by public-sector wage-earners in the countries of the region
varied markedly. Expressed in 1992 dollars, the monthly averages in the highest-paying countries (Argentina, Chile and Costa
Rica) were around US$ 390 (6.7 times the per capita poverty line). At the other end of the spectrum, the average was only about
US$ 200 (3.4 times the poverty line) in Guatemala, Paraguay and Venezuela.
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These trends may reflect a major change from the situation as it stood in the late 1970s in many
Latin American countries; at that time, in most cases, a job in the public sector was not only a fairly
stable form of employment that brought with it certain social benefits but also afforded an income that
was sufficiently high to provide public employees with a very good chance of remaining poverty-free.
At least this was the case in the countries of the region where a large-scale public-sector apparatus was
first established. With the exception of some teachers (mainly at the basic-education level) and most of
the less skilled workers, particularly those employed in health services, public servants working in the
central-government civil service and in State-run firms earned incomes far above the national average;
what is more, these occupations enjoyed a certain social status or, at the least, provided an effective
channel for employment-based social mobility. The lower incomes and higher percentage of poverty
found among government employees today limits the possibilities for reforming and modernizing
the public sector.

The information provided by household surveys does, however, bring out one positive fact as well:
in all the countries, the educational level of public-sector wage-earners as a group has risen appreciably;
during the 1980s, their average number of years of schooling climbed at least as fast as that of the active
population (by slightly more than one year) and in all the countries except Uruguay, there was also a
considerable increase in the number of professionals and technicians per 1,000 persons employed in the
public sector, which denotes a higher degree of technical sophistication in the State apparatus (see
table 16).
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5. Household income inequality

The changes that occurred in income distribution
in Latin America during the 1980s took place
within economic environments marked by a very
steep decrease in per capita income and other
structural changes that altered the level of
monetary and non-monetary resources involved in
primary income distribution. The 1991 edition of
this report noted that rising open unemployment,
cuts in public spending and the deteriorating
situation with regard to reductions in real
remunerations —which were made during the
crisis and then became a correlate of many
adjustment policies— were the chief factors that
were depressing income levels and were affecting middle- and low-income households the most severely.

egressive trend in income distribution

_ ed during the first half of the decade
ased off in some of the countries between
d-1980s and the early 1990s

The information available at the time, which covered a limited but significant group of countries,
showed that during the first half of the 1980s there was, predictably, a very considerable deterioration
in household income distribution in all these countries (with the sole exception of Colombia).!® Evidence
regarding factors of a more structural nature that might have played a role in that deterioration was very
scanty, although mention was made of the increasingly sharp sectoral differences in output per worker
and, in particular, the steep drop in average output in the services sector, where nearly one half of the
labour force is employed in most of the countries. It was also stated that government action in the areas
of employment, remunerations and social spending in general had contributed to the worsening situation
in the poorest strata.

In this edition of the Panorama, estimates of household income distribution are presented for a
larger number of countries and, in most cases, data are available for the entire period 1980-1990. This
additional information provides corroboration, on a more solid basis, for the statements that: i) most of
the countries lost a great deal of ground in terms of social equity during the crisis and subsequent
structural adjustment processes, and their income distribution as of the early 1990s is therefore even more
concentrated than it was in the late 1970s; ii) the deterioration in income distribution was due to a sharp
drop in household income in the first two quartiles (income levels below the median) as compared to the
gains (or smaller losses) in income of the richest 5% or even 10% of all households; iii) the largest
income declines were not always sustained by the poorest households (the first quartile) since in some
countries lower middle-income households (the second quartile) were the most severely affected group;
iv) the scarcity of signs of any reduction in income concentration in countries where economic growth
has resumed is indicative of the slow pace at which middle- and low-income households’ income levels
are recovering; and v) if these trends continue, then a small poverty reduction and no significant
improvement in terms of social equity can be expected in the near future.

6 See ECLAC, Panorama social de América Latina, edicién 1991 (LC/G.1688), Santiago, Chile, October 1991,
pp. 11-13.
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Distributive changes'’ are summarized in table 17. The increased income shares of the poorest
25% and 40% of households and the lower Gini coefficients indicate that during the second half of the
1980s inequality was reduced slightly in the urban areas of Chile, Colombia and Costa Rica and, to a
lesser extent, in Brazil and Venezuela; however, in no case were these improvements great enough to
make up for the setbacks experienced during the first half of that decade. In Argentina and Panama, the
deterioration in income distribution continued through the end of the 1980s. According to the latest
figures, urban income distribution in Mexico also worsened a great deal between 1987 and 1990, and,
to a less acute degree, the same thing occurred in Guatemala (1986-1989).

Signs of a slight tempering of distributive inequality were also observed in rural areas. In four of
five countries (Brazil, Costa Rica, Panama and Venezuela), household income distribution either showed
a moderate improvement or stabilized (see figures 1 and 2). The exception was Chile, where a marked
downturn in the level of social equity in rural areas was coupled with a very sharp rise (47%) in average
household income between 1987 and 1990. This increase prevented the poorest households from
sustaining a loss of income in absolute terms; in fact, the average income of the bottom quartile, whose
share of total income shrank from 10.7% to 7.1% during this three-year period, held virtually constant,
while the poorest 40% of households marked up a 9% increase. The richest 10% of households, however,
registered a gain of over 90%, which means that their real income nearly doubled (see tables 18 and 19).

A summarization of the distributive changes that took place during the 1980s in 10 Latin American
countries will provide a clearer picture of the situation as it now stands in the region.' This overview
is based primarily on trends in urban areas, for which more information and more reliable estimates are
available. This limitation notwithstanding, the trends identified in rural areas indicate that the picture
would probably be very much the same if distributive profiles at the national level were used.

It is noteworthy that the changes which gave rise to an increased concentration of income
during the decade did not greatly alter the countries’ rankings in the regional scale of inequality in
household income distribution.’ The marked regressions observed in Argentina and Panama and the
gradual improvement in distribution in Colombia were the only trends that resulted in a change in the
country rankings as compared to the situation before the crisis (see figure 3).

'7 All estimates of income distribution refer to households rather than individuals. Concentration coefficients and the
percentage income shares for the various percentiles in the income distribution scheme were obtained by ranking the households
according to their per capita incomes.

'® The classification of the countries in terms of levels and changes in the degree of distributive inequality was based on
the income shares of the poorest 25% and, especially, 40% of households and on the Gini coefficient of income concentration.
The latter was calculated from the per capita household income distribution by deciles. The scale of relative inequality within
the Latin American context is based on the percentage income share of the first four deciles in the distribution. For the years
around both 1980 and 1990 inequality was classified as "high" in countries where these deciles’ income share was under 12.5%,
as "medium" if the percentage was between 12.5% and 15.5%, and as "low" if the share was greater than 15.5%.

¥ As will be obvious, the fact that a country may be ranked as having a low degree of inequality in this regional scale
does not mean that it compares favourably with countries in other areas of the world. Currently, only Costa Rica and Uruguay
exhibit levels of concentration that might be regarded as low outside the context of Latin America.
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Argentina
Brazil
Colombia
Costa Rica
Chile
Guatemala
Mexico
Panama
Uruguay

Venezuela
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Changes in level
of inequality

Level in 1990

as compared to -

Inequality in the
Latin American context

1980-1986 1986-1990 1980 1980 1990
increase increase higher low medium
increase slight decrease higher high high
decrease decrease lower high medium
increase - slight decrease higher low low
increase same higher medium medium

- increase (higher) (high) high

-- increase (higher) (medium) high
increase increase higher medium high
increase decrease lower low low
increase slight decrease higher low low

The available data on Mexico were not complete enough to confirm the supposition that during the
1980s income distribution shifted from intermediate to high levels of concentration, although this was
probably the case. This analysis does not cover the 1970s, when major distributive changes occurred in
some countries. Thus, for example, the fact that Chile has remained at an intermediate level of inequality
since the early 1980s does not reflect the sharp deterioration in distribution that took place between 1972
and 1978. Much the same is true of Argentina, where an intensification of the regressive trend in income
distribution began to be observed in the mid-1970s.
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6. Income differentials between high- and low-income strata

As a consequence of the region’s heightened
distributive inequality, during the 1980s the
income gap between high- and low-income
households widened. In particular, an increase
was seen in the differential between the poorest
40% of households —whose incomes are not even
half the national average— and the richest 10%,
which receives over four times that average.® In
six of the eight countries studied, this differential
grew, and the income of the richest 10% is
therefore now nearly 10 times as much as that of
the poorest 40% (see table 17). The exceptions in
this case are Colombia and Uruguay, where the
degree of inequality decreased. The circumstances under which this gap widened were different in each
country. The worst situations were those of Argentina and Venezuela, where the poorest 40% of
households sustained losses in terms of both their income share and their average income level, whereas
the incomes of the richest decile held steady or actually rose despite deep recessions in those countries’
economies (see table 4).

A different sort of case is found in Chile, where the reduction in the poorer strata’s share of total
income did not translate into such a sharp decrease in their real income levels during the 1980s. Instead,
the increased income gap in this country is due to the steep rise in the income share and real income
levels of the upper strata. These two different ways of arriving at an expanded income differential
between upper and lower strata differ in that the resulting increase in the degree of inequity may
be more socially disruptive when the upturn in the upper strata’s consumption capacity is
accompanied by a reduction in that of the lower strata, especially if the latter’s incomes were
already insufficient to cover the cost of staple goods. On the other hand, if the poorest groups’
incomes rise, albeit rather slowly, the widening of the gap between them and the upper strata may
be more tolerable.

The sharp rise in the incomes of the uppermost decile in economies that registered steep decreases
in per capita GDP had the effect of increasing the proportion of total income received by the households
in that group. Data for Greater Buenos Aires point to an increase of between 30% and 35% for the
richest 10% of households while the poorest 40% saw their share shrink by nearly two points (from 18%
to 16%) during the period 1980-1986. Preliminary estimates based on the same source suggest that the
gap between the richest 10% and the poorest 40% may have grown even wider between 1986 and 1990,

® The household survey data used in calculating the income distribution figures presented in this report probably
underestimate the incomes of high-income strata more than of other strata, whether due to omission or under-reporting.
Accordingly, a special effort was made to correct and adjust the figures for the various income flows that were obtained from
these surveys by comparing them with data from each country’s national accounts to make sure that the totals for high-income
households’ capital gains and incomes were in keeping with those accounts. It is possible that high-income strata’s incomes may
have nevertheless been underestimated, which would mean that the income differentials between high- and low-income strata
calculated for this study would also be underestimates. For these same reasons, the decision was taken to consider the average
income of the highest decile rather than of the richest 5%.
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since the income share of the top decile climbed to 37% while that of the four lowest deciles appears to
have fallen by around 13%. Substantial increases in the highest decile’s income share (more than three
points) together with an appreciable drop in that of the four lowest deciles were also observed in the
urban areas of Chile, Venezuela and Panama.? ? In Brazil and Costa Rica the increase in the
differential was smaller, while in Colombia the gap narrowed. For its part, Uruguay regained its
traditional degree of relatively equitable income distribution during the second half of the decade. In net
terms, the richest 10% saw its share expand by less than two points (to 33% as of 1989), while the
poorest 40% achieved an increase of over one point in the course of the decade. Thus, with the exception
of Colombia, the differences between the incomes of the poorest quartile of the urban household
population and the richest 5% generally tended to expand even further (see figures 4, 5 and 6).

Changes in Variations in Income gap Variation in
income share average household during the average
1980-1990 income period income of all
1980-1990 households
poorest richest poorest  richest richest 10%/
40% 10% 40% 10% poorest 40%
Argentina - ++ -- + ++ --
Brazil -- + -- + ++ -
Colombia ++ -- ++ + - +
Costa Rica - + -- - + -
Chile -- ++ - ++ ++ +
Panama -- ++ - ++ ++ +
Uruguay + = - - - -
Venezuela -- ++ -- = ++ --

The plus sign (+) signifies an increase and the minus sign (-) a decrease. A doubled sign means
that the change was very marked. The = sign indicates that no change occurred during the period.

2! As noted in the preceding section, a marked re-concentration of income occurred in the rural areas of Chile between
1987 and 1990. The highest decile’s share expanded from 31.2% to 40.6%, while that of the poorest 40% fell by over five
percentage points (from 20% to 14.8%). Even so, the average income of this group grew by 7%.

2 The re-concentration of income distribution and the swift impoverishment of the Venezuela population during the closing
years of the 1980s surely helped to set the scene for the mass disturbance that has come to be known as the caracazo, or
"Caracas coup attempt".
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Figure 4
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): VARIATIONS IN AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD INCOME, URBAN ZONES, 1980-1990
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Figure 4 (concluded)
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Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by the
corresponding countries.
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Figure 5
LATIN AMERICA (5 COUNTRIES): VARIATIONS IN AVERAGE
HOUSEHOLD INCOME, RURAL ZONES, 1980-1990
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Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of housshold surveys conducted by
the corresponding countries.
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EXTENT AND CHARACTERISTICS OF POVERTY
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7. The incidence of poverty in Latin America

The most recent estimates prepared by ECLAC
place the percentage of the population living in
poverty in the region in 1990 at 46%, which was
x Ouhti‘ids';:gTdd_ziy an increase over the 43% level recorded midway
every five ux"b‘ah""‘i‘éSi'dént_'s'_;;_:;ii* through the preceding decade. Between 1980 and
ratio in rural areas is th 1990 the total number of poor people in Latin
ive. Although the majority America rose by 60 million, thereby wiping out
ation lives in urban areas: the progress made in the 1970s. The urban
population was more severely affected than the
inhabitants of rural areas, since 53 million of
those 60 million "new poor" were living in the
cities. Poverty in Latin America thus became an
overwhelmingly urban phenomenon even though its incidence and severity remain greater in rural zones
(see table 20).

These figures bring to light two disturbing facts. One is that during the past decade the number of
people suffering from extreme poverty, i.e., the population whose incomes are below the indigence line,
rose to 95 million, which represented an increase from 19% to 22% of the total population. At present,
one out of every five Latin Americans does not have sufficient monetary resources to ensure a
nutritionally adequate diet. The second fact is that, despite a resumption of growth in some
countries (Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico and Uruguay), poverty continued to increase in the
region. Contributing factors included the sharp economic downturns seen in Argentina, Brazil and
Venezuela and the slowness of the improvement in the income levels of poor households in the
countries that achieved faster rates of economic growth during the second half of the 1980s.

An examination of poverty trends between the mid-1980s and 1990 shows that both poverty and
indigence expanded considerably in Argentina, Brazil, Panama and Venezuela (see table 21). Preliminary
estimates for Greater Buenos Aires based on the 1990 current household survey indicate that the poverty
rate jumped from 12% to 25% while indigence expanded from 3% to 7%. The causes of these increases
were a 15% drop in per capita income and a sharp downturn in average remunerations (-21%) and in the
minimum wage for urban areas (-64%) (see table 4). In the urban areas of Brazil, poverty and indigence
indexes also climbed substantially between 1987 and 1990 (from 34% to 39% and from 13% to 16%,
respectively), although the declines in per capita income and in average and minimum wages were
smaller. In Panama, too, the four-point rise in the poverty rate and the two-point increase in indigence
took place within a severe recessionary setting, with per capita national income plunging 22% between
1986 and 1989.

Venezuela experienced the second sharpest increase in poverty (Argentina’s was the steepest) during
the second half of the 1980s, as poverty climbed from 25% to 33% in urban areas and indigence rose
from 8% to 11% against a backdrop of rising unemployment and accelerating inflation. The adverse
trends in both of these cases were quite pronounced, especially in view of the fact that in the late 1970s
these two countries had some of the highest incomes and lowest poverty rates in the region. In the case
of Mexico, estimates based on a nationwide incomes and expenditures survey indicate that urban poverty
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rose by six percentage points between 1984 and 1989 owing to a steep drop in the minimum wage and
a re-concentration of the urban pattern of income distribution.

In Chile, Uruguay and, to a lesser extent, Colombia and Costa Rica, household poverty indexes
showed an improvement, although, as noted earlier, the rate of that progress was slow in comparison to
the speed at which these indexes had deteriorated up to the mid-1980s. Chile represents a case apart,
since the rapid growth of income, the reduction in open unemployment and the slowing of inflation
achieved between 1987 and 1990 led to no more than a fairly modest decrease in urban poverty (from
37% to 34%), while the indigence rate only dropped from 13% to 11%. These advances were not
accompanied by any major change in household income distribution. The increase in income levels had
a greater relative impact among the rural population, since the poverty rate there fell from 45% to 36%.
However, the very small decline in the percentage of households suffering from extreme poverty (from
16% to 15%) indicates that the rise in income did not benefit the poorest sectors of the population to the
same extent, as is reflected in the increase in income concentration in rural areas.

The countries of the region currently exhibit a greater degree of homogeneity with regard to the
extent of poverty as measured in terms of insufficient household income levels. This fact should not,
however, be allowed to obscure the substantial differences existing among them in terms of social
infrastructure (housing, drinking water, sewerage and electricity), the availability of education and basic
health care, and mechanisms for transferring resources to the poorest sectors of the population, including
the "social safety nets” provided by the State (see table 22). In view of the foregoing, it could be stated
that in Argentina, Chile and Venezuela, where poverty indexes were substantially lower two decades
ago than they are today, significant progress could be achieved in reducing poverty and, in
particular, indigence, through a combination of growth and a moderate degree of income
redistribution. It should be remembered that these countries are very highly urbanized and that wages
are the principal source of income for a predominant share of the households near the poverty line (see
section 9).
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8. Poverty and social security coverage

The aging of the Latin American population,
especially in countries in which the demographic
transition began earlier (Argentina, Chile, Costa
Rica and Uruguay) calls for an examination of the
living conditions of the older population and the
design of policies to benefit that sector.? In this
edition of the Social Panorama of Latin
America, a special effort has been made to
provide information on poverty among older
adults (see section 17). Accordingly, this section
will focus on the significance of the incomes
received by the inactive population (in the form of
retirement and other pensions) as a portion of total household income, especially in the case of poor
households.

The available indicators for the urban areas of 10 countries provide an idea of how large a portion
of the inactive population receives income in the form of retirement and other pensions and of the striking
differences that exist in the region in terms of social security coverage. Economically inactive heads of
household who receive some sort of pension were found to constitute between 12% and 14% of all heads
of household in four countries (Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica and Panama); the figure was between 5% and
7% in another three countries (Colombia, Mexico and Paraguay) and was only 3% in just two countries
(Guatemala and Honduras). At the other extreme, in Uruguay 30% of all heads of household are
economically inactive pension recipients (see table 23). '

The index of pension coverage among heads of household aged 60 or over provides additional
evidence in this respect. According to this indicator, the proportion of the adult population that receives
income in the form of retirement and/or other pensions is less than 20% in the countries having the least
social security coverage and over 50% in those with the fullest coverage (see the fifth column of table
23).

When the poverty rate among heads of household over 60 years of age who receive some sort of
income from the social security system was compared with the rate among the total population of heads
of household in the same age group, it became clear that this form of income is a highly influential factor
in terms of the older population’s living conditions: in the urban areas of eight out of the 10 countries
analysed, the poverty rate was sharply lower —by 10% or more, except in Chile— for households in
which the head of household receives this sort of income (see table 23).

® A recent ECLAC study presented at the Ibero-American Summit of Heads of State and Government reports that, as
a consequence of declining birth rates and increasing life expectancies in Latin America, "...a change has begun to be observed
in the age distribution of the population; the population is tending to grow older [...] As of 1990, it was estimated that in
countries in the early stages of transition, children under 15 years of age accounted for nearly 40% of the population and persons
over 64 years of age made up about 5%, whereas in the countries with older populations, children represented 28% and the

elderly totalled 10%, on average." Sec ECLAC, Nota sobre el desarrollo social en América Latina (LC/G.1665), Santiago,
Chile, June 1991, p. 19.
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Retirement and other pensions constitute a very significant proportion of household income,
especially in the case of the extremely poor or indigent, despite the fact that the purchasing power of
pension payments declined during the past decade because they were not readjusted enough to keep up
with inflation (see the last three columns of table 23). In the countries with the most limited social
security coverage (Colombia, Guatemala, Honduras and Paraguay), retirement and other pensions account
for nearly 10% of urban households’ incomes. In Uruguay, at the other end of the spectrum, they provide
22% of total income. In indigent households, the percentage increases; in fact, in five countries (Bolivia,
Costa Rica, Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela) pensions account for no less than one third and as much
as two fifths of such households’ monetary incomes. The figure is lower among the non-indigent poor,
but in most cases pensions still contribute over 20% of total household income.

A comparison of the index of pension coverage for the various categories of the poor population
shows that among poor and indigent households, the percentage of the population aged 60 or over that
receives retirement benefits, survivorship benefits or other pensions is far lower than among non-poor
households, particularly in countries where social security coverage is very limited (Colombia, Guatemala
and Honduras). These data demonstrate that policies aimed at increasing the real value of pensions
and the creation of special subsidies for older adults not covered by social security can play an
important role in raising the incomes of critically poor households. Examples of such measures
include the "welfare pensions” (PASIS) and "consolidated household subsidies” (SUF) which form part
of the monetary transfers made in Chile. Chile’s experiences of the past few years indicate that these
subsidies are currently its most accurately targeted instruments because they provide a more effective
means of actually reaching the country’s lowest-income households.?

9. Economic growth, poverty and redistributive policies

T ~ _ An analysis of the process by which vast sectors
e Latin American countries with the most of the population became impoverished during the
nized - populations - and highest per:'| 1980s is essential in order to assess the magnitude
comes - can - make considerable | of the challenge facing the region and to gauge
n rogress in - ;.redu_cihg poverty if, in | the potential of policies designed to reduce critical
conjunction with sustained growth, they | income poverty, especially among the urban
moderate redistributive policies that | population.
15 ‘on’productive job creation and a
ution' of ‘wage levels. Flat o When households are ranked on the basis of
G o N | their per capita income levels, expressed as a
multiple of the value of the poverty line, the
results show that, in most countries, urban households having incomes between 0.9 and 1.0 times the
poverty line currently represent about 4% of the total (see table 24). These households would cease to
be poor if their real incomes were to rise at an average annual rate of 3.2% for three years, providing

# Although eligibility requirements for these subsides are well defined in a formal sense, some of these funds do end up
going to non-poor households. Data gathered in the 1990 National Socioeconomic Survey (CASEN) show that about 70% of
the total sum earmarked for welfare pensions went to households whose incomes place them in the first two quintiles. In the case
of the consolidated household subsidy (SUF), the figure rises to 80%. Since around 35% of the country’s households are
classified as poor, it can be concluded that over two thirds of the sum allocated for these two subsidies was received by poor
households.
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that the distribution of income were to remain constant.? The same is true of rural sectors, where
the percentage of households in this income bracket is also around 4%.%

Profiles of the distribution of households by income bracket demonstrate that if the real incomes
of middle- and low-income households were to fall by about 25% —and such reductions were not
infrequent in the course of the adjustment processes made by the Latin American countries— then those
households whose incomes were between 1 and 1.25 times the corresponding poverty line would be
pushed below that critical threshold.?” In the countries studied, the percentages of households in this
income bracket varies between 6% and 14% for urban areas and between 4% and 12% in rural areas.

These indicators of the severity of poverty show that achieving an appreciable reduction in the
incidence of poverty may prove to be a long-range task for many countries, especially those in which
poverty is a mass phenomenon and existing redistributive mechanisms are not equal to the task of dealing
with the problem owing to its structural nature and the severity of the shortfall in such areas as education,
health, housing and basic services (see table 22). On the other hand, in countries where income
distribution became less equitable during the 1980s but in which poverty is not so widespread, the
situation could be considerably improved by a combination of growth and moderate redistributive
measures, especially if such measures are effective in raising wages and the incomes of the inactive
population. The fact should be borne in mind that these are highly urbanized countries in which the main
income sources of most of the households near the poverty line are wages and other monetary income
(chiefly retirement and other pensions).

Two of these countries (Argentina and Venezuela), although still in the category of countries with
the least severe inequalities in Latin America, have experienced sharp increases in urban poverty in recent
years. In Greater Buenos Aires, the increase amounted to 13 points between 1986 and 1990, while in the
urban areas of Venezuela, the rate rose by 8% during the same period. These increases were caused by
recessions that entailed steeper reductions in the incomes of households in the lower strata. Hence, a
recovery of employment and wage levels that proceeded at a pace similar to historical rates, coupled with
an aggressive minimum wage policy, ought to have a strong positive impact in terms of poverty
reduction.®

The two Latin American countries to turn in the best economic performances between 1987 and
1990 —Colombia and Chile— grew at average rates of 2.3% and 4.4%, respectively. Average wages,
however, did not reflect this expansion, falling at an annual rate of 0.9% in Colombia and rising at a pace
of 2.5% in Chile. Minimum wages for urban areas decreased even more sharply (an annual rate of
-1.4%) in Colombia, but rose in Chile at the same rate as per capita GDP, although during the period
1988-1991 their growth rate had been higher (8.1%). These figures suggest that wages and salaries
—which provide nearly 60% of the income of households near the poverty line— have lagged behind

B Chile came close to achieving this goal when its real GDP grew by 9.4% in a single year (1992).

* However, to attain this same objective the income from both wages and salaries and from retirement and other pensions
would have to increase at a rate of no less than 5% per year for three years, since for households whose incomes are near the
poverty line, these two {lows supply, on average, about two thirds of household income.

7 During the crisis, declines in per capita income were sometimes accompanied by a deterioration in income distribution;
in these cases, a reduction in income averaging less than 25% would signify a considerably larger decrease in the incomes of
the more vulnerable households living near the poverty line.

% In Argentina, the minimum wage for urban areas fell by over 50% in real terms between 1986 and 1990. In Venezuela,
the decrease totalled 34% during that period (see table 1).
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GDP growth. Nevertheless, poverty was reduced in both countries: from 37% to 34% in the urban areas
of Chile and from 36% to 35% in those of Colombia. In the latter case, the reduction in extreme poverty
was somewhat larger (from 15% to 12%).



INEQUALITIES IN EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL MOBILITY |
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10. Trends in the population’s educational capital

SR S, In order to analyse how the economic crisis and
'e_nver:i‘if-'-' 'baékdrop of rising | adjustment policies may have affected educational
vels, during the second half of | achievement levels, it is helpful to break down the
"ttéred:'s'i'gns "()'f-'stagnatiqn» or ‘| population into age groups, since each such group
gan 'it'o"&ippea'_r.”i’_l"h'ese_,probhb'ly | was affected differently depending on how many
lect the ﬂéiilyed “effects of : adj'us,tméiit.-.:_' of its members’ school-age years were spent in
due: pital formation. ‘| the socioeconomic context of the 1980s. Thus, the
6 R level of formal education among adults continued
to rise, with few exceptions, in both urban and
rural areas (see table 25). In one of the cases studied (Chile, urban sector, 1990), more than one half of
the total population between the ages of 25 and 59 had more than 10 years of formal schooling.

Progress was made in both urban and rural areas, although low educational levels continue to exist
among a significant proportion of the rural population. An analysis of the rural zones of six countries in
the region in the early 1990s shows that even under the best of circumstances in terms of human
resources, four out of every 10 adults still have completed fewer than six years of primary education.

Much of the headway made by the adult population in the area of education in the 1980s was a
result of the expansion of the educational system’s coverage during the two preceding decades.” The
population that entered the educational system during this growth stage tended to remain in the system
for several years after completing elementary school, thereby generating an upward trend in average
educational levels. These are clearly positive signs, both because they indicate an increase in the skill
levels of the human resources available for production activities and because this trend implies that the
households headed by these more educated adults will be better able to socialize the children being raised
in those households.

Among the youth of the region, the average number of years of schooling completed has continued
to rise in a majority of the countries (see table 26), thus strengthening the trend registered midway
through the decade.® These advances have not been great enough, however, to offset the negative
effects which the economic crisis had on young people during their school years. Its impact is reflected
in the educational profiles of young people in some of the countries in the early 1990s, as is evidenced
by the fact that in the urban areas of Brazil, Chile, Mexico and Paraguay and in rural areas of Venezuela
there are signs of retrogression or stagnation in respect of the educational system’s coverage as well as
in the number of years that young people remain within that system (see table 27).

One particularly disturbing development is that in some countries around 40% —and even more
in some household income brackets— of young people between the ages of 15 and 19 have completed
fewer than six years of primary education. This amount of schooling is clearly incompatible with the
labour market’s current requirements. Thus, a serious problem is posed by the possibility of exclusion
through marginalization at an early age, since the programmes aimed at reintegrating these youths into

# ECLAC, La equidad en el panorama social de América Latina durante los ochenta, edicién 1991 (LC/G.1686),
Santiago, Chile, 31 October 1991, p. 124.
*® Ibid. p. 99.
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the educational system are, unfortunately, beyond the reach of a large proportion of them,* either
because they have forgotten their study habits (if they ever had the chance to acquire them in the first
place) or because the investment in terms of time and effort required to attain a level of training that will
meet the demands of technical progress often exceeds what a majority of these youths can afford to make.

With respect to children, no general trend can be identified from the data on hand. It is encouraging
that, of the countries studied, the ones that had the highest drop-out and repeater rates as of the early
1980s (Brazil and Colombia) made a considerable improvement in terms of the utilization of the
educational potential of their school-age children (see table 28). When the same table is used to examine
the percentages of children in urban areas who had fallen behind in their studies during the second half
of the 1980s, however, the results reveal a stagnation or retrogression in six out of the nine countries.
The fact that Brazil and Colombia were among the few countries in the region that increased their real
per capital expenditure on education during the 1980s suggests that a relationship may exist between
progress in realizing children’s educational potentials and the adoption of important policy decisions
concerning the allocation of government funds.

Generally speaking, the seriousness of any signal of a deterioration in a country’s development of
its human resources should be evaluated on the basis of the urgency of raising the educational levels of
those large segments of the population whose qualifications fall far short of the requirements of technical
progress. In this field, the challenge to be met in the 1990s is that of constituting a critical mass of human
resources equipped with the basic knowledge necessary to fulfil those requirements; this is an implied
condition of any attempt to restructure production in a way that will enable a country to maintain or
expand its share in an increasingly competitive world market.

11. Determinants of educational attainment

a)  Material resources

One of the objectives associated with the
attainment of increased social equity is "to
promote the development of the latent skills
existing in all groups of society, progressively
doing away with legally established privileges and
forms of discrimination, as well as any other
forms of inequality of opportunity, including
those associated with social, ethnic or
geographical origin or gender,"%

The degree of inequality of opportunity
existing during a person’s formative years is one
of the most important parameters for measuring
progress or regression in the area of social equity.

3' ECLAC, La equidad en el panorama..., op. cit.
2 ECLAC, Social Equity and Changing..., op. cit., p. 15.
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From this standpoint, the world of children is a particularly suitable framework for assessing how
equitable or inequitable a society is over time. One indicator of inequality of opportunity among children
is the percentage of children who are behind in their studies (i.e., drop-outs plus repeaters) in the
population aged 7 to 14 years, broken down into low- and high-income households.

At the start of the 1990s, the percentage of children who were behind in their studies was between
10% and 40% higher for low-income households than it was for high-income households (see table 28).
Thus, in the urban areas of Brazil, despite significant progress in reducing repeater and drop-out rates
among lower-income strata, in 1990 one out of every two poor children was still behind in his/her
studies, whereas only one out of every 10 children from the highest-income quartile was in that position
(see figure 7). In Brazil, as well as in Costa Rica, Guatemala and Venezuela, these differences became
greater in the course of the decade, denoting an increase in social inequity; where progress was made,
the higher-income strata advanced more than the rest of the population, and where setbacks occurred, they
were the most marked among the lowest-income groups. In contrast, favourable trends were observed
in the other six countries for which information is available (Chile, Colombia, Honduras, Mexico,
Paraguay and Uruguay).

An analysis of the situation for young people indicates that their situation is similar to that of
children in terms of equality of opportunity; this is reflected in their average educational levels (see table
26) as well as their school attendance rates (see table 27). In fact, both of these indicators consistently
rise in step with per capita household income. In extreme cases, such as the urban areas of Brazil, in
1990 high-income youths had an average of 4.6 more years of formal education and a 28% higher school
attendance rate than low-income youths did.

The trends in these differentials are discouraging, since the gap between rich and poor youths in
terms of educational attainment and attendance rates narrowed in only two countries (Chile and Uruguay).
In all the rest, the gap widened in at least one of these two indicators.

A lower degree of equity was observed in respect of the educational achievements of young people
as opposed to children in a majority of the countries in the region. This contrast is linked to a steady
rise in net primary school attendance rates among poor sectors™ and points to an upward shift in
social inequality thresholds. Whereas the more affluent young people are able to continue their
educations, the poorer ones leave school some time around the end of the basic education cycle. The
widening educational gap between these two groups of young people observed during the 1980s cancels
out a portion of the progress in social equity associated with the increase in educational coverage for the
school-age population.

3 ECLAC/UNESCO, Education and Knowledge..., op. cit., table II.1, p. 39.
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Figure 7
LATIN AMERICA (9 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE
BEHIND IN THIER STUDIES, URBAN ZONES
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Figure 7 (concluded)
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The above statement calls for some qualification. On the one hand, many young people from the
households that were most severely affected by the crisis and adjustment policies of the 1980s were
obliged to enter the labour market, and this had a particularly marked impact on the scholastic
performance of youth from poor households. Within this context, any future upturn in household income
levels could ease the economic pressure on these young people and thus help to reverse the trend towards
increasing inequity as regards the opportunities open to this segment of the population. On the other hand,
however, our assessment of the trend in social equity may become somewhat gloomier when we consider
the fact that the axis of educational stratification is shifting from the quantity (years of schooling) to the
quality of education. It is becoming increasingly clear that the region has hierarchical educational paths
that correspond to the various social groups according to their educational capital and income levels.>
This segmentation is reflected in the differences in the academic performance of graduates from the
educational institutions making up each of those paths.*

3 ECLAC/UNESCO, Education and Knowledge..., op. cit. p. 52.
3 ECLAC, Panorama social de América..., op. cit.
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The foregoing information leads to the conclusion that although the countries have succeeded in
considerably reducing the percentages of lower-income children repeating grades and/or dropping out of
school and of lower-income young people having insufficient educational levels, in most of the countries
the amount of progress made in these respects has been less than it has been in the higher-income sectors,
with the result that the performance gap between the two has widened. In response to this situation, some
of the Governments of the region have begun to design educational policies that will surely help to raise
the degree of social equity significantly during the 1990s; the objective of these policies is to compensate
for the adverse effects which the weak socialization capabilities of many households have on the
performance of children and young people.

b)  The educational environment of the household

T Table 29 illustrates the relationship among
rgn“tg educatnonal levels have a very | scholastic achievement, poverty and the household
rong influence on their children’s potential educational environment.*® The most striking
achievement levels. Therefore, in seeking to- | fact brought out by these figures is that children
resta" the’ perpetuation of poverty across : from indigent households who none the less enjoy
generations, an increase in poor households’: a supportive educational environment attain higher
ncome levels needs to be complemented by /| levels of scholastic performance than children
large increase in investment in education. | Who do not come from poor households but do

S lack a suitable educational environment. In other
words, it may be that reaching a sufficient income

% In this regard, see also figure 2, which shows the differences between the average years of schooling completed by
children from houscholds at the two extrcmes of the income distribution spectrum.
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level to rise above the poverty line may not significantly alter the probability of the following generation
falling below that line unless the necessary stock of educational capital has also been formed. A higher
income level is not enough to make up for a household’s inability to assist the school in its task. The
young population is in a similar situation, as may be seen from table 30. Nearly twice as many young
people from indigent households having a favourable educational environment attend school as do non-
poor youth who reside in households having an inadequate educational environment (in Paraguay, the
attendance rate of the former group is seven times that of the latter’s).

The seeming paradox represented by the fact that the educational achievements of the younger
members of a household are not necessarily directly related to the material resources at the command of
that household can be accounted for, at least in part, in two ways. First, regardless of a household’s
material resources, the quality of its educational environment is a good indicator of that household’s
ability to complement the school’s functions; if it is of a high quality, then the children and young people
living within the household will be encouraged to attend school and steps will be taken to see to it that
their performances meet the school’s requirements; if its quality is insufficient, it will have the opposite
effect (see table 31 and figure 8).

The second reason has to do with the relationship between the educational environment and the
priority assigned by the household to children’s and young people’s scholastic achievement. The influence
of that priority on the allocation of household resources may help to account for the fact that there are
indigent households in which more of the younger members attend school than in poor or even non-poor
households. The decision to keep a child of working age in school means that the household has decided
to forgo a potential source of income that would surely increase that household’s chances of overcoming
its poverty or indigence in a shorter period of time. Conversely, households that opt for immediate relief
from their economic hardship through the entry of their younger members into the labour market do so
at the cost of deferring —sometimes indefinitely— the development of those members’ potential as human
resources.
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Figure 8
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND IN
THEIR STUDIES, BY INCOME QUARTILE AND EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT IN THE
HOME, URBAN ZONES
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Figure 8 (concluded)
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The above analysis suggests that the educational environment within the household is one of the
most effective individual indicators in accounting for differences in children’s and young people’s
educational attainments and, hence, in their opportunities for social mobility. In this connection, one
promising development is that, thanks to the expansion of educational coverage over the past few decades,
an improvement in the household educational environment was seen in a majority of the countries during
the 1980s as well (see table 32), which has undoubtedly strengthened those households’ socialization
capabilities. A more detailed examination of the data (see the last column of table 32), however, reveals
that this progress was proportionally greater among the children of higher-income households and
therefore heightened existing inter-strata differences in relation to one of the main determinants of future
opportunities for upward social mobility.

c) Overcrowded housing

— ) ] Because of their effects on the well-being of the
Children’s- and young peoplé’s educational members of a household, on the quality of their
tainments are not only influenced by their | interpersonal relationships, health, socialization

holds® " incomes . and. educational * | and on children’s academic performance, the
vironments; housing conditions have a | characteristics of a household’s dwelling generally
mng-g'_imp’ac‘t ‘on academic performance as form part of the set of indicators used to measure
[l This is fhéfefore one of the key-areas - the extent to which the household’s basic needs
onsi’déi*"w,l_l_en:designing ’polici&g aimed at | are being met. Accordingly, one dimension of

eﬁl{iﬁg**dowrl_“t’he reproductive cycles of | those characteristics —overcrowding— has been
yerty. - selected for inclusion in this edition of the Social
. panorama; this selection was made on the basis
of this variable’s analytical significance and the
availability of comparable information over time and space (the data were drawn from household
surveys).

The density of a dwelling’s occupancy has extremely important implications for the development
of the children residing within it. Overcrowding entails a failure to satisfy the need for privacy and
independence and, in some cases, may lead to problems of promiscuity. A shortage of space and
unavoidable cohabitation with others makes it particularly difficult to establish and maintain personal
routines, do homework or concentrate on educational games, all of which plays a very important role in
readying children for school. Generally speaking, deficient environmental conditions diminish a
household’s ability to complement the education received by children in school .’

Recent findings have underscored the importance of overcrowding as an explanatory factor for poor
academic performance,® and it now appears to be an important element in the inter-generational
perpetuation of inequality and economic vulnerability as well. As may be seen from table 33, given a

%7 Since there is no generally accepted definition of overcrowding, for the purposes of this report households are regarded
as suffering from overcrowding if they have an average of more than three persons per bedroom or an average of more than
two persons per room in cases where the number of bedrooms cannot be determined. In view of the widespread use of the level
of overcrowding as a component of indexes of basic needs satisfaction and national poverty maps, the correlations observed
between this indicator and children’s educational attainment levels are particularly significant.

% See Central Administrative Council of the National Public Education Administration/ECLAC, Ensefianza primaria
y ciclo bdsico de la educacién media en el Uruguay, Montevideo, Instituto Nacional del Libro, 1990.
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constant socioeconomic level, the percentage of students who have fallen behind in their schooling who
live in overcrowded conditions may be as much as double that of students from households having more
space. Table 33 also shows that there are cases (such as the urban areas of Honduras and Venezuela) in
which the percentage of children who are behind in their studies is greater among children from non-poor
but overcrowded households than among their counterparts in indigent households that are not
overcrowded.

The results of an examination of the trend in the percentage of children subject to overcrowding
is encouraging, since in all the cases analysed except Honduras, the proportion of such children has
decreased both as a percentage of all households and as a percentage of the poorest households.* Even
so, the number of children living in overcrowded conditions is still very large --between 20% and 40%
in urban centres and between 40% and 90% in rural areas; huge differences also exist between one
income stratum and another in terms of the frequency of overcrowding.

These findings have important implications for the design of programmes aimed at improving
human resources development, since they demonstrate that, in order to be effective, such initiatives must
be adequately linked with educational and housing policies or must be accompanied by the adoption of
measures to help compensate for the effects of overcrowding on educational achievement by, for example,
extending school hours for children from overcrowded homes or setting up community facilities where
such children may study or do their homework in a supervised environment.

d) Household structure

"Altering a trend in social organization by means

of h"vfactors that ‘influences a child’s | of an educational system that acts almost entirely
demic performance is the structure of the | upon children rather than on their household and

1d’s home. social environment demands a high degree of
S T ‘ policy coordination oriented towards positive
discrimination, i.e., towards intentionally
providing better educatlonal opportunities within the institutional structure to people from materlally and
culturally impoverished households. If an institution attempts to offer an equal quality of services [to all],
it will actually be consolidating inequality in respect of those children who are less well prepared in
cultural and normative terms and have more difficulties —because what they are actually doing is
undergoing a process of "acculturation"— in apprehending the institutional assets being made available
to them by the schools."*

Regardless of a household’s income level, its structure (which in this case is defined on the basis
of the mother’s marital status) has major implications in terms of a child’s expectations and goals. In
analysing this correlation, only three categories of nuclear families were considered:*! households headed

% This finding is important not only because of its implications for the well-being of children, but also because it points
to the advisability of re-examining the empirical basis for a very widely-held belief in the region, namely that the crisis led to
a greater concentration of households under a single roof as part of those households’ cost-cutting strategies.

® ECLAC, Qué aprenden y quiénes aprenden en las escuelas del Uruguay, Montevideo, ECLAC office in Montevideo,
1991, p. 176.

4 Nuclear families may be composed of: i) a head of household and spouse, without children; ii) a head of household and
spouse, with children; and iii) a head of household without a spouse but with children.
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by single women; households formed by couples joined in consensual unions; and households established
by legally-wedded couples. According to an estimate based on an unweighted index of the percentages
of children in each of these types of households who become repeaters or drop-outs, children living in
consensual-union households are twice as likely to repeat a grade or drop out of school as their
counterparts in households where the founding couple is legally married; in turn, the probability of
repeating a grade or dropping out is 50% greater for children from households headed by a single woman
(see table 34 and figure 9).

With some slight variations, the relationship between family structure and educational achievement
is repeated in each income stratum and cannot, therefore, be attributed to the higher concentration of
consensual unions and single women heads of household in lower-income sectors. It is notable, however,
that in upper-income sectors, the scholastic performance of children from households headed by single
women approaches or exceeds that of children from households formed by legally-wed couples. Thus,
the fact that a woman may be the sole guardian of her children does not appear to affect their academic
performance provided that the household has sufficient resources at its command. On the other hand, even
when sufficient resources are available, if the union is a consensual one only, the percentage of children
who fall behind in their studies tends to be twice as high as among children from legally-sanctioned
marriages.

With the sole exception of Paraguay, during the 1980s the percentage of children belonging to
households formed by consensual unions increased in all the countries studied and in all strata. As a
result, at the start of the 1990s, such children represented between 10% and 25% of all children living
in nuclear families in lower-income strata and between 5% and 10% in high-income sectors (see
table 35).

Accounting for the relationship between family structure and scholastic performance is no easy task.
Its complexity may lie in the fact that the controversy surrounding the advantages and disadvantages of
a greater diversity of family structures has a great deal to do with value systems,*?

In any event, research findings in this field indicate that a larger proportion of "undivided"
households are to be found in the category of "legally-sanctioned unions" than in the other two categories
and that the children from these households generally have a series of advantages over the rest: greater
certainty as to the stability of the relationship between the adults in the household and, hence, as to their
presence; more attention and care devoted to the child; and a more permanent, solid household authority
structure. All these elements would appear to be reflected in academic performance.

One of the underlying reasons for the growing interest in identifying the changes taking place in
family structure and in ascertaining how those changes affect the way in which it functions has to do with
the convergence of two factors: the first is a recognition of the fact that the pivotal element in changing
production patterns and in the effort to achieve an equitable form of development in the region is,
increasingly, the development of human resources; the second is the growing amount of evidence that the
various family structures differ in terms of their capacity to develop that potential in children and young
people.

“2 Many people associate a diversity of family structures with the idea of progress because they feel, on the one hand,
that it provides greater freedom of choice for the members of a couple and, on the other, that it permits more autonomous
decision-making in regard to what form the relationship should take and when and on what grounds it may be dissolved.
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Figure 9
LATIN AMERICA (8 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND IN
THEIR STUDIES, BY NUCLEAR-FAMILY INCOME QUARTILE BASED ON MARITAL
STATUS OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD
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Figure 9 (concluded)
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12. The trend in consensual unions among young people

Table 36 (see also figure 10) illustrates the sharp
increase in consensual unions among young
people, which in some cases are twice as
frequent, in percentage terms, as they were at the
start of the 1980s. The magnitude of this
phenomenon among young people varies in
inverse proportion to the level of education they
have attained; in many countries of the region, it
characterizes more than half of all the young
people in the less educated strata.

Three facts serve to focus attention on trends
in the formation of consensual unions among
young people. Undoubtedly, the most important
one has to do with the adverse consequences, as discussed earlier, of consensual unions in terms of their
children’s success in taking advantage of educational opportunities (see table 34). The second factor is
the rising percentage of children between the ages of 0 and 14 who are socialized in those households (see
table 35). The third is the widening gap between the percentages of young people at the two extremes
of the educational spectrum who have formed consensual unions (see the final column of table 36). In
some cases, as in Greater Buenos Aires in 1986, among young people having a low level of education,
one out of every two unions were of the consensual type whereas among young people with over 10 years
of schooling, the ratio was only 1 out of every 25 youths.

The above findings indicate that the concept of "consensual union”, as such, needs to be analysed.

This term does not have just one, clearly defined meaning, but instead encompasses at least three types
of situations, each one of which arises out of phenomena having different causes and different
consequences. The first situation corresponds to the pattern by which couples are formed in the more
traditional rural areas. As may be seen from table 36, this pattern was not observed in the countries
analysed here, since no significant difference was found to exist between the proportion of consensual
unions in urban and rural areas. The second type of situation is very frequent in developed countries and
is deeply rooted in today’s demographic, economic, technological and cultural changes. In this situation,
a consensual union is a rational behaviour and is established for a limited period as a way of testing how
compatible the partners are in terms of their personalities and life agendas. In this context, matrimony
is seen as a rite that reaffirms an established conjugal relationship rather than as a rite of initiation into
married life. One of the traits of this phenomenon in developed countries is that it correlates positively
with the educational levels of the partners.”® As shown in table 36, the situation is the opposite in the
countries of the region, where young people with lower educational levels are overrepresented in the
population of those who have formed consensual unions.

® Sec Wilfred Dumon, The situation of families in Western Europe (IYF/PM.2.3), a paper presented at the
United Nations Europe and North America Preparatory Meeting for the International Year of the Family, Valetta, Malta, 26-30
April 1993.



59

Figure 10
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CONSENSUAL UNIONS AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE AGED
15 TO 24 YEARS WHO HAVE A PARTNER, BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL, URBAN ZONES
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Figure 10 (concluded)
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A third interpretation of the consensual union which fits in better with the traits of the phenomenon
currently being observed in the region has to do with the increasing marginalization and even anomie
characterizing young people today. The marginality of the poorest and least educated young men may be
prompting them to evade or defer any undertaking that might tend to confirm them in their role as the
main person responsible for a household’s economic upkeep. It is also probable that the consensual union
manifests a search for affective gratification in compensation for a prolonged experience of deprivation.

The evidence suggests that, in any of these three situations, given the form the phenomenon has
taken in the countries of the region, consensual unions provide a fairly weak foundation for the
establishment of family structures equipped with an adequate socialization capacity. The reason for this
weakness may have to do with two characteristics that have been observed repeatedly in the Latin
American countries as well as other regions of the world. The first is the greater instability of consensual
unions as compared to legally-sanctioned marriages.* The second is that matrimony continues to be the
model of reference for the majority of poor women. These factors suggest that a significant conflict of
expectations may exist among the members of consensual unions in lower-income strata which may inhibit
a family from formulating a viable collective agenda.

In summary, the increasing frequency of consensual unions, particularly among the poorest couples,
warrants close attention because it constitutes a social phenomenon which, owing to its adverse effects
on a household’s socialization capacity, may be contributing to the inter-generational perpetuation of
inequalities. In interpreting this phenomenon, researchers should avoid. indiscriminate transpositions of
schemes that have arisen out of radically different contexts, such as those influencing the behaviour of .
young people in more developed countries.

13. Trends in young people’s incomes and in the
percentage who neither study nor work

The percentage of young people who neither
attend school nor work is a risk indicator and sign
of vulnerability which refers primarily to poorer
youths. Around 1990, in the bottom income
quartile for urban areas,” one out of every five
young men were in this situation in Argentina,
Brazil and Uruguay; one out of every four in
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica and Honduras; and
nearly one out of every three young men in
Mexico, Panama, Paraguay and Venezuela, as may be seen from table 37. This table also shows that the
situation was much better in the other household income quartiles and particularly so among the youths

“ Josefina Rossetti (consultant), Hacia un perfil de la familia actual en Latinoamérica y el Caribe
(LC/R.1208;LC/DEM/R.153), Santiago, Chile, ECLAC, November 1992. See also Norma Ojeda (consultant), Tendencias de
la formacién y la disolucién marital frente a la crisis econdmica en México (LC/R.1081;LC/DEM/R.145), Santiago, Chile,
ECLAC, May 1992,

* Only urban areas have been considered here because the scasonal nature of rural work, which is a particularly influential
factor in the case of young people, could skew the data and their interpretation.
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in the highest income quartile. In the five countries for which comparable information for the early and
late 1980s is available (Brazil, Colombia, Panama, Uruguay and Venezuela), an increase was observed
in the percentage of young men who neither studied nor worked. A more detailed analysis reveals that
during the second half of the 1980s (possibly as a consequence of the economic troubles affecting the
countries of the region during this period), the employment or educational status of young people
improved in six countries and worsened in three. Overall, the differential between the percentages of
urban youths from households at the two extremes of the income-distribution spectrum who neither
studied nor worked widened in 7 of the 12 countries analysed.

The information concerning young people’s income patterns is not conclusive, since their monthly
income capacity equivalents (CEMITs) rose in some of the countries (especially during the second half
of the decade) and fell in others. In those cases where the status of young people improved, the more
educated youths experienced the greatest improvement, and income differentials by level of education
were therefore heightened. In the other countries, just the opposite occurred: the general decline in
remunerations was sharpest among the more educated youths (see table 38). This would seem to indicate
that although the more educated youths’ incomes suffer the most during times of widespread declines in
salaries and wages, they are also the ones that stand to benefit the most during an economic reactivation.

In sum, the growing marginalization in terms of the labour market suffered by youths who are from
poor households or have fewer than six years of schooling —and in many countries, this also holds true
for those having fewer than 10 years of formal education— seems to point to an incipient trend towards
a more polarized system of social stratification involving sharper inequalities with regard to job quality
and productivity. As will be seen in the following section, however, this polarization was not apparent
during the 1980s, when the economic crisis and subsequent adjustment policies were reflected in the
downward mobility of middle-income strata.

14. The educational status and incomes of the adult population

The figures presented in table 39 show, first of
all, that, except in Guatemala and the rural areas
» ] of Panama, labour income declined during the
of income level.: .| 1980s. Second, the differences between the
’ . incomes of more highly educated and less
educated adults also narrowed in almost all the
countries. Third, the narrowing of this gap was primarily due to a decline in the more educated adults’
remunerations rather than of any increase in the less educated adults’ earnings. These trends indicate that
educational achievement became a less effective wage-protection mechanism during the 1980s, as well
as corroborating a finding underscored in the preceding edition of this study, namely that adjustment
policies —and in some cases incipient changes in production patterns— have had a strong impact on the
middle class.

Education is considered to be an important vehicle of social mobility because each successive
educational level affords relative advantages in terms of access to the labour market, as well as
determining a person’s probable income bracket during their working years. In the preceding section it
was noted that during the second half of the 1980s some countries registered a iarger relative increase
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in more highly educated youths’ incomes than in the earnings of less educated young people, which
augmented the former group’s relative advantage in securing entry-level jobs following a weakening of
their position in this respect during the first half of the decade. The same did not hold true, however, in
regard to the benefits associated with professional careers. Table 40 shows that the higher a person’s
educational level is, the greater their salary range will be in the course of the person’s working life. It
also shows, however, that while wage levels tended to move downward during the 1980s, the decrease
was larger for more highly educated groups than for less well educated ones.

The possibility remains that, due to the limitations inherent in the household survey data used, these
results may be skewed in at least two directions. First, the ongoing increase in the educational levels of
the population may have shifted the breakpoints of the educational stratification upward, and a more
detailed classification of educational levels would therefore be needed in order to determine whether the
trends in the incomes of the more highly skilled workers have been more favourable. Second, it is
apparent that qualitative differences in education have a growing influence on the occupational prospects
of young people in the various social strata, and the information on years of schooling tells us nothing
about such differences.

Be this as it may, assuming that the observed trends are accurate, they are probably the reflection
of a transitional stage. Within the context of this transition, it is not that the educational system is
becoming ineffective as a vehicle for social mobility, but rather that certain educational orientations and
contents —precisely because they are geared to production patterns that have already reached a crisis
point— no longer meet the demands generated by the changes taking place in those production patterns.
If this is the case, i.e., if the narrowing gap between the incomes of more and less educated persons is
in part a reflection of a lag between the supply of skills and the demands created by incipient processes
of economic reorganization, then it may be anticipated that in those countries which manage to change
their production patterns and galvanize their economies, the firms in the vanguard of this process will
open up new channels of social mobility for the more highly educated members of the population. Even
under these circumstances, however, formidable obstacles will have to be surmounted in order to shift
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skilled manpower into the most productive sectors. The countries will have to overcome the inertia of
the educational system and of students’ preferences, which will in part depend on how clear the market’s
signals regarding new job opportunities are. In addition, effective retraining programmes will have to be
designed and implemented.

15. Wage discrimination against women

A growing number of households depend upon
the income provided by women members. This is
due not only to the larger number of households
headed by women, but also to a long-term upward
trend, which was further heightened by the crisis,
in the number of jobs which do not pay well
enough to support a family and thus put pressure
on women to enter the labour market in order to
supplement the household’s income. This increase
in the number of working women has not,
however, brought with it a corresponding change in the general perception of the burden of domestic
duties shouldered by women; nor has the increasing equality of men and women with regard to the
economic upkeep of the household been taken into due consideration in the determination of wage levels.

The available information on wage differentials between men and women clearly proves the
existence of widespread wage discrimination against women (see figure 11). No country in the region
pays equal wages to men and women with similar skills. The incomes earned by women, whether they
are young or older adults, are habitually lower than men’s at all educational levels (see table 41). Table
42 illustrates the fact that such discrimination occurs consistently in all occupational categories; this
finding is in agreement with the results of other studies conducted by ECLAC.*

Although the severity of the phenomenon differs from country to country, wage discrimination is
generally more marked among the less educated groups than among their more highly educated
counterparts (see table 41). In the case of women, the completion of more years of schooling therefore
not only improves their incomes but also helps to diminish the discrimination to which they are subjected
in the labour market, although in no case does this entirely eliminate the differential between their income
levels and those of men. Adult women’s relative disadvantage yis-3-vis men in terms of hourly wages is
equivalent to roughly four years of formal education.”” This may be part of the reason for the sharp rise
in female enrolment rates and the relatively high educational levels being reached by women. In view of
the discrimination to which they are subject, women’s greater achievements in this area may be regarded
as the result of a rational effort to deal with an employment situation that demands higher levels of formal
training on their part if they are to obtain benefits similar to those available to their male counterparts
in the market.

% See ECLAC, Women, work and crisis (LC/L.458(CRM.4/6)), Santiago, Chile, August 1538.
# This reference to hourly wages takes into account the construction of the index of monthly labour income equivalents.
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Figure 11

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CEMIT FOR WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE OF THE
CEMIT FOR MEN IN THE POPULATION OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED PERSONS AGED 25
TO 59 YEARS WORKING OVER 20 HOURS PER WEEK, BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL,
URBAN ZONES
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 Figure 11 (concluded)
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As a result of the crisis, the hourly labour incomes of men and women have declined in all the
countries considered. Perhaps because they are closer to the base of the income pyramid, women’s
earnings decreased less than men’s; by the same token, the reduction in the incomes of less educated
women was smaller than in the case of more educated women. Consequently, in 10 of the 14 cases
examined, the male/female labour-income gap narrowed.

The underlying ethical basis for the need to do away with gender-based discrimination in the sphere
of labour income is the principle that there should be equal pay for equal effort and ability; a
consideration of the implications in terms of the reproduction of existing social conditions is equally
important. Under existing circumstances in the Latin American and Caribbean countries, discrimination
against women in the areas of employment and wages has an increasingly high cost for society; this is
because, as the numbers of households headed by women, of consensual unions and of babies born to
single women rise, the responsibility of caring for and socializing coming generations increasingly falls
into the hands of those people who have the least access to productive jobs and adequate remunerations,
i.e., women.

16. Rural/urban educational inequalities

Even though all the countries studied have
succeeded in raising the educational levels of their
rural populations, the indicators in these areas are
still far below those of urban areas (see tables 1,
2 and 4). The findings of various studies on the
subject make it possible to determine just how
important a role education plays in agricultural
productivity. According to these studies, farmworkers cannot meet the demands involved in using new
technologies unless they are capable of handling the types of basic operations that generally begin to be
taught in the fourth year of elementary school and are further developed from the sixth year on; these
capabilities are further increased when that knowledge is reinforced through contacts with outreach
services.* This is the level at which a definite increase in the capability to use new technologies, adapt
them to on-site conditions and raise the overall efficiency of input use begins to be seen.* In 1990,
however, in four of the six countries analysed, the average educational levels of young people living in
rural areas were equivalent to less than six years of formal schooling and remained far below those of
their urban counterparts. It should be noted that in those countries, agricultural products account for a
major portion of total exports, which makes the absorption of technological progress an essential element
in giving exporters a chance to compete successfully in the international market for these products.

“ Adolfo Figueroa, Productividad y educacién en la agricultura campesina de América Latina, Rio de Janeiro, Joint
Program on Latin American Economic Integration (ECIEL), 1986.

* Daniel Cotlear, "The effects of education on farm productivity”, Journal of Development Planning, No. 19
(ST/ESA/209), New York, United Nations, 1989; M.E. Lockheed, D.T. Jamison and L.J. Lau, “Farmer education and farm
efficiency: a survey”, Economic Development and Cultural Change, vol. 29, No. 1, The University of Chicago Press, 1980;
Joseph M. Phillips, "A comment on farmer education and farm efficiency: a survey”, Economic Development and Cultural
Change, vol. 35, No. 3, The University of Chicago Press, April 1987.
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The level of investment in human capital determines the current and future well-being of the rural
population. It should be remembered, however, that it also influences the degree and form of rural areas’
integration into the national community, as well as that of the people who move from rural zones to the
cities. Unskilled rural migrants’ inability to compete successfully in urban labour markets may discourage
workers in rural areas from moving to the cities or, once they are there, may lock them into a permanent
marginal status. As may be seen from table 26, the education differential separating rural and urban
youths ranges, depending on the country, from two to four years of formal education. It is encouraging
to note, however, that during the 1980s this differential tended to diminish in the majority of the cases
studied (see table 26).

There are many factors that play a role in keeping the rural population behind in terms of
education: the difficulty of gaining access to educational services, the low level of qualifications that has
traditionally been required in the agricultural labour market, and the overall depressed state of the
educational environment in rural homes. As noted earlier, this has a strong influence on the academic
achievements of children and young people (see table 31) and sustains a cycle that perpetuates the
under-qualification of the rural population. Since enhancing the educational environment in rural homes
is a task that will require a sustained effort over the span of a number of generations, improving the skill
level of rural youths will probably call for radical programmes which, based on an explicit
acknowledgement of the majority of rural homes” inability to complement the work of the schools, will
focus on investments in education in those areas in order to reinforce the schools’ infrastructure, upgrade
the quality of teaching staff and, in particular, extend the amount of time spent in school and provide
increased supervision of schoolwork.

17. The status of older adults

N . Increased life expectancy and progressive aging of
The failure to provide for the older | the population have prompted a growing interest
population “is another phénomenon of | in the status of the elderly. In particular, the
increasing importance  in. the social Governments have evidenced increasing concern
panorama “of Latin ‘America’s societies. about the need to identify social mechanisms for
Many older adults receive no income at all ensuring the support of older people, to determine
such a small one that they must rely on their degree of access to services and to ascertain
their families to maintain an adequate living the origin and quality of the material resources at
tandard. Fortunately, despite the crisis, an their disposal, especially in view of the fact that
increase in the percentage of older people during the 1980s the inability of many national
ho ‘“are ‘covered by social security was social security systems to perform these functions
bserved = during the past decade in a | became even more marked.

jority of the countries.

At the start of the 1990s, in the countries
studied here, around one half of the older
population in urban areas and one third of those in rural zones were in a position typically associated with
retirement, i.e., they were not gainfully employed but did receive some type of income. These average
figures conceal marked cross-country difterences, however. For example, the percentage of such persons
in urban areas ranged from 18% in Mexico to 72% in Chile (see table 43); hence, in some countries of
the region a very large number of older people still do not receive social security benefits.
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Some of the older adults who lack social security coverage —between 10% and 60%, depending
on the country— receive no income whatsoever. Between 2% and 12% of this group is composed of men,
with the majority being women who, perhaps, were not gainfully employed when they were of working
age and relied on their husbands to support them (see table 43). There is also an undetermined percentage
of older men and women who are not covered by any social security system and who, despite their age,
continue to perform some type of paid work; the number of such people is probably even higher in rural
areas (see the first two columns of table 43).

One encouraging fact that emerges from the analysis of the countries examined here is that in all
of them except Chile and Paraguay, the social insurance coverage of the population aged 65 and over
expanded during the second half of the decade.

In regard to the economic aspects of the older population’s living conditions, it should be noted
that, except in Brazil, those lacking social security coverage are mainly members of lower-income
households (see table 44). This is due partly to the fact that poverty is associated with the performance
of activities for which no social security contributions are made and partly to the fact that the presence
within a household of older members who do not contribute to its economic upkeep increases the
likelihood that the household’s income will not rise above the poverty line. Indeed, between 22% and
40% of older adults in urban areas live in households that are below the poverty line, and the percentage
is slightly higher in rural zones. In all the countries, the largest percentage of older people was
concentrated in poor rural households.

When the economic status of older people was compared with that of the general population, the
results showed that in nine countries of the region, apart from Costa Rica, the incidence of poverty was
lower among the older population.® The fact that the older population is relatively better off than the
rest of the population may be attributed to a number of factors. First, the more affluent older adults live
longer, and the percentage of the older population which is relatively well off therefore increases with
age. Second, some of the conditions associated with old age involve changes in consumption patterns:
people’s habits change and there is less need to replenish fixed assets. Finally, in old age the economic
burden associated with child-rearing is reduced.

The support of older adults entails a great deal of effort on the part of their families, since most
of them —between 40% and 80%, depending on the country— live with other relatives, in addition to
their spouse (see table 45).>' As is to be expected, the countries with the highest percentages of older
people who live alone or with their spouses are also the ones that have the highest levels of social security
coverage, as in the cases of Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay. In these four countries, the percentage
of older people who have no income and live with their families is below 10%; in the other countries,
the figure varies between 20% and 40%, with the highest levels being in such countries as Guatemala,
Mexico and Colombia, whose social security systems have very limited coverage (see table 43).
Nevertheless, contrary to what might be expected in view of the social security crisis, the percentage of
people aged 65 or over living alone or with their spouse continued to climb in a majority of the countries.

% This conclusion is drawn from a comparison of the data presented in table 44 with estimates of the percentage of
households below the poverty line which were prepared by the Statistics and Economic Projections Division of ECLAC based
on household survey data.

5! In evaluating these figures, the reader should bear in mind that the information sources used do not cover collective
housing arrangements, and there appears to have been a significant increase in retirement and rest homes in recent years.
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Table 1
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): DISTRIBUTION OF THE EMPLOYED ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION,
BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY, 1980-1990
(Percentages)

URBAN ZONES

534 9.9 11.2 15.8 245 229

100.0 4.6 76.7 237 53.0 20.7 14.7 8.0 18.7 171 o
100.0 5.7 733 215 518 16.8 142 8.5 21.0 18.8
100.0 6.0 75.0 248 50.2 17.3 17.1 77 -18.0 184
100.0 75 7.2 217 49.6 174 16.9 6.6 213 20.6
100.0 7.5 70.0 22,5 475 14.4 16.9 6.5 225 21.5

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the bass of special tabulations prepared by the corresponding countries.

&/ Includes wage-eamers in the agricultural, forestry, hunting and fisheries sectors together with wage-eamers in professional and
technical occupations. For Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, also includes public-sector wage-eamers.

b/ Does not include professionals or technicians.

¢/ Brazil's National Household Survey (PNAD) does not provide information on the size of business establishments. Accordingly, the figure
given for Brazil in the column for establishments employing over 5 persons corresponds to the percentage of workers who have employments
contracts ("carteira"), while the column for establishments employing 5 or fewer workers shows the percentage of workers who do not

have such contracts.
d/ Includes persons employed in the Panama Canal Zone.
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Table 2

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): DISTRIBUTION OF EMPLOYED ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION,
BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY, 1980 - 1990
(Percentages)

RURAL ZONES

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations prepared by the corresponding countries.

&/ Includes wage-eamers in all sectors of activity. For Brazil also includes pubiic-sector wage-eamers.
b/ Does not include wage-eamers in professional or technical occupations.

¢ Brazil's National Household Survey (PNAD) does not provide information on the size of business establishments. Accordingly,
the figure given for Brazil in the column for establishments employing over 5 persons corresponds to the percentage of workers

who have employment contracts ("carteira"), while the column for establishments employing 5 or fewer workers shows the percentage
of workers who do not have such contracts.

o/ Includes persons employed in the Panama Canal Zone.
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Table 4

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): BASIC ECONOMIC INDICATORS 1980-1990

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of official ﬁgures supplied by the countries.
a/ Refers to real per capita gross national income.
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Table 5
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): AVERAGE INCOMES OF THE EMPLOYED ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION,
BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY, 1980-1990 a/
(Percentages)

URBAN ZONES

3.1 8.2 26 33 24 27 3.5 17 2.6 22
34 10.2 24 3.4 22 28 29 18 3.8 3.6
6.0 23.6 4.3 5.0 4.0 43 4.7 3.0 77 71
5.1 20.2 3.7 4.1 3.5 3.9 42 26 6.0 55
7.6 1.5 7.8 8.8 7.3 7.5 77 5.0 52 5.0
57 11.9 53 59 5.0 5.5 5.6 3.5 44 42
45 12.0 3.7 3.9 3.6 4.1 3.9 2.5 4.5 4.3

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations prepared by the corresponding countries.

&/ Incornes are expressed in terms of per capita poverty lines.

b/ Inchudes wage-samers in the agricultural, forastry, hunting and fisheries sectors together with wage-eamers in professional and technicai
occuipations. For Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, also includes public-sector wage-earners.

«/ Does not include professionals or technicians.

d/ Brazil's National Household Survey (PNAD) does not provide information on the size of business establishrents. Accordingly, the figure given
for Brazil in the column for establishments employing over 5 persons corresponds to the percentage of workers who have employment contracts

(“carteiras™), while the column for establishments employing 5 or fewer workers shows the percentage of workers whc do not have such contracts.
e/ Includes persons employed in the Panama Canal Zone.
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Table 6

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): AVERAGE INCOMES OF THE EMPLOYED ECONOMICALLY
ACTIVE POPULATION, BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY, 1980-1990 a/
(Percentages)

RURAL ZONES

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of information from household surveys, conducted by
the corresponding countries.
a/ Incomes are expressed in terms of per capita poverty lines.
b/ Includes wage-eamers in all sectors of activity. For Brazil, also includes public-sector wage-earners.
¢/ Does not include wage-eamers in professional or technical activities.
d/ Brazil's National Household Survey (PNAD) does not provide information on the size of business establishments. Accordingly,
the figure given for Brazil in the column for establishments employing over 5 persons corresponds to the percentage of
workers who have employment contracts ("carteira”), while the column for establishments employing 5 or fewer workers shows the
percentage of workers who do not have such contracts.
¢/ Includes persons employed in the Panama Canal Zone.
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Table 7

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): VARIATIONS IN AVERAGE INCOMES OF THE EMPLOYED
ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY, 1980-1990
(Percentages)

URBAN ZONES

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations prepared by the corresponding countries.

a/ Includes wage-eamers in the agricultural, forestry, hunting and fisheries sectors together with wage-eamers in professional and technical
occupations. For Argentina, Brazil and Mexico, also includes public-sector wage-eamers.

b/ Does not include professionals or technicians.

¢/ Brazi's National Household Survey (PNAD) does not provide information on the size of business establishments. Accordingly, the figure
given for Brazil in the column for establishments employing over 5 persons corresponds to the percentage of workers who have employment
contracts (‘carteira"), while the column for establishments employing 5 or fewer workers shows the percentage of workers who do not have
such contracts.

o/ Includes persons employed in the Panama Canal Zone.
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Table 8
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): INCIDENCE OF POVERTY IN SELECTED OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES a/

URBAN ZONES

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of data from household surveys.

a/ Refers to the percentage of employed persons in each category residing in houseniolds situated below the poverty line.
b/ The figures given in the columns for establishments employing more than 5 and up to 5 persons correspond to
wage-eamers with and without employment contracts ("carteira"), respectively.
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Table 9

LATIN AMERICA (5 COUNTRIES): INCIDENCE OF POVERTY IN SELECTED OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES a/

RURAL ZONES

Sdurce: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of data from household surveys.

& Refers to the percentage of employed persons in each category residing in households situated below the poverty line.

b/ The figures given in the columns for establishments employing more than 5 and up to 5 persons correspond to wage-eamers with and without
employment contracts ("carteira"), respectively.
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Table 10
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL POOR POPULATION, BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY

URBAN ZONES

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of data from household surveys.

a/ The totals are less than 100% owing to the exclusion of employers, professionals and technicians, and public-sector wage-eamers.
b/ The figures given in the columns for establishments employing more than 5 and up to 5 persons correspond to wage-eamers with
and without employment contracts (“carteira"), respectively.
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Table 11
LATIN AMERICA (5 COUNTRIES): DISTRIBUTION OF TOTAL POOR POPULATION, BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY

RURAL ZONES

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of data from household surveys.

& The totals are less than 100% owing to the exclusion of employers, professionals and technicians, and public-sector wage-eamers.
b/ The figures given in the columns for establishments employing more than 5 and up to 5 persons correspond to wage-eamers with
and without employment contracts ("carteira”), respectively.
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Table 12 (concl.)

Up to 5 years of schooling
6-9 years of schooling
10 or more years of schooling

age

Up to 5 years of schooling
6-9 years of schooling
10 or more years of schooling

Up to 5 years of schooling
6-9 years of schooling
10 or more years of schooling

2.6
15.9
10.6

48
16.6
18.8

10.9
12.2
7.6

5.0
6.1
11.7

30
22
13

45
35
13

28
25
12

2.6
11.2
8.6

3.6
13.7
17.1

7.5
23.8
11.8

09
1.4
2.0

2.1
2.8
4.5

2.4
3.6
7.0

62
42
18

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of data from

household surveys.

a/ Refers to average incomes expressed in terms of per capita poverty lines.
b/ Number of poor people (including indigents) as a percentage of total number of employed persons in each category.

¢/ Calculations based on a preliminary estimate of a 30% urban poverty rate at the household level.
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Table 13 (concl.)

Jer

Up to 5 years of schooling
6-9 years of schooling
10 or more years of schooling

Up to 5 years of schooling
6-9 years of schooling
10 or more years of schooling

Up to 5 years of schooling
6-9 years of schooling
10 or more years of schooling

10.4
17.7
10.7

226
8.6
54

2.6
1.9
32

40
30
17

46
36
17

30
24
12

91

0.9
1.5
3.8

77
57
14

78
52
15

21.9
7.1
1.5

0.6
0.9
35

1.7
2.7
54

89
67
24

w® &K

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of data from household surveys.

a/ Refers to average incomes expressed in terms of per capita poverty lines.

b/ Number of poor people (including indigents) as a percentage of total number of employed persons in each category.
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Table 14

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): URBAN POPULATION EMPLOYED IN LOW-PRODUCTIVITY SECTORS OF
THE LABOUR MARKET, 1980-1990

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of household survey data.

a/ Refers to establishments employing up to 5 persons (up to 4 persons in the cases of Panama and Venezuela).
b/ Values for samples that are not statistically significant.

¢/ Includes persons employed in the agricultural, forestry, hunting and fisheries sectors.

o/ Refers to own-account and unpaid family workers engaged in non-professional, non-technical occupations.

&/ Wage-eamers lacking an employment contract are included under the heading "Microenterprise".
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Table 15

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): AVERAGE INCOMES OF URBAN POPULATION EMPLOYED IN LOW-PRODUCTIVITY
SECTORS OF THE LABOUR MARKET, 1980-1990 a/

I\C, Siatistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of household survey data.

Source:

af Incomes are expressed in terms of per capita poverty lines.

b/ Refers to establishrments employing up to 5 persons (up to 4 persons in the cases of Panama and Venezueia).
¢/ Values for samples that are not statistically significant.

o Includes persons employed in the agricultural, forestry, hunting and fisheries sectors.

e/ Refers to own-account and unpaid family workers engaged in non-professional, non-technical occupations.

t/ Wage-eamers facking an employment contract are included under the heading "Microenterprise”.
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Table 16
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): AVERAGE INCOMES, YEARS OF SCHOOLING AND

INCIDENCE OF POVERTY AMONG PUBLIC-SECTOR WAGE-EARNERS,

29.9 8.9 4.8 13.5 375 7.0 8.5 5.9
26.8 6.8 6.7 - . 77 6.1 5.2
25.0 73 6.3 14.3 388 6.1 7.1 7.0
13.8 46 214 - 413 49 4.1 27.9
14.7 4.8 20.2 13.1 401 52 4.0 32.1

- - - - - 7.3 4.1 271

- - - - - 6.0 35 27.8
3141 6.0 15.4 14.1 305 9.3 57 18.8
278 7.1 9.7 - - 84 6.2 115
20.3 7.4 97 15.2 334 76 5.9 11.3
12.6 3.3 22.0 - 294 6.5 38 28.0
12.9 3.4 227 14.2 326 6.8 32 295
23.7 5.0 5.5 13.3 228 12.2 5.3 6.9
215 41 8.3 14.0 228 14.2 4.2 10.1
24.8 8.8 6.7 8.9 328 , 7.8 8.4 8.6
21.7 59 11.8 - - 7.1 5.6 14.3
25 3.9 19.9 10.7 413 6.9 37 23.0

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of special tabulations of household survey data.

& Includes employees in government service, employees of public services (health, education, social security, etc.) and wage-
eamers employed in State enterprises.

b/ Average income is expressed in terms of the per capita poverty line.

¢/ Number of employed persons residing in poor households as a percentage of the total number of employed persons in each
category.
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Table 18
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): VARIATIONS IN AVERAGE INCOMES OF
URBAN HOUSEHOLDS, BY PERCENTILE HOUSEHOLD GROUPS

(Percentages)
-6 -11 -15 -15 -13 2 9
7 -16 -11 -6 -2 14 21
-8 -5 -9 -11 -3 -9 -13
-2 -20 -19 -17 -6 4 5
15 35 36 43 36 3 -2
10 25 16 7 4 11 9
26 69 57 53 42 14 7
-13 -23 -21 -18 -16 -7 4
-0 -2 3 7 8 -6 -11
-13 -25 -18 -12 -10 -12 -8
9 -10 -5 0 1 18 21
22 15 18 13 23 24 27
11 -0.3 14 3 -1 19 29
11 -0.2 0.7 3 4 16 18
24 -0.5 2.0 "6 3 39 53
9 -3 -0.1 3 5 14 24
-1 -4 -8 -9 -11 6 9
-7 -8 -6 -6 21 34
6 25 21 18 14 -3 -4
-13 -17 -17 -16 -13 -12 -10
6 24 18 8 4 3 2
-8 3 -2 -10 -10 -9 -8
-13 -30 -30 -25 -21 1 16
-14 -12 -11 -12 -13 -15 -15
-25 -38 -37 -34 -31 -14 2

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of information
from household surveys conducted by the countries. The data regarding Chile are
estimates based on household budget surveys taken in 1978 and 1988.
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Table 19

LATIN AMERICA (5 COUNTRIES): VARIATIONS IN AVERAGE INCOMES
OF RURAL HOUSEHOLDS, BY PERCENTILE HOUSEHOLD GROUPS
(Percentages)

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division, on the basis of information

from household surveys conducted by the countries. The data regarding Chile are
estimates based on household budget surveys taken in 1978 and 1988.
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Table 20

LATIN AMERICA: CHANGES IN THE EXTENT OF POVERTY,
1970 - 1990

Poverty a/ Extreme poverty b/
Years

TOTAL | URBAN TOTAL | URBAN

1970 45 29 67 24 13 40
1980 41 30 60 19 11 33
1986 43 36 60 21 14 36
1990 c/ 46 39 61 22 15 37

1970 119800 44200 75600 | 63700 19900 43800
1980 135900 62900 73000 [ 62400 22500 39900
1986 170200 94400 75800 [ 81400 35800 45600

1990 ¢/ | 195900 115500 80400 | 93500 44900 48600

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division.

a/ Persons having incomes below the poverty line (about US$ 60 per month
per person). Includes that portion of the population living in extreme poverty.

b/ Persons having incomes below the indigence line (about US$ 30 per month per
person).

¢/ Preliminary estimates for 19 countries in the region.
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Table 21
LATIN AMERICA (14 COUNTRIES): DISTRIBUTION OF POOR AND INDIGENT HOUSEHOLDS, BY URBAN
AND RURAL AREAS
Percentage |Percentage of households classified as  [[Structure of poverty and indigence
of urban poor or indigent
Countries population Urban Rural Poverty Indigence
Poor Indigent |Poor Indigent |[Urban Rural | Urban | Rural
ARGENTINA .
(Greater Bs. Aires
1980 7 2 16 4 68 32 69 31
1986 12 3 17 6 80 20 75 25
1990 a/i 25 7 - - - . - -
BOLIVIA '
1989 50 22 - - - - - -
BRAZIL .
1979 30 10 62 35 53 47 39 61
1987 34 13 60 34 64 36 55 45
1990 39 16 56 31 69 31 63 37
COLOMBIA
1980 36 13 45 22 64 36 58 42
1986 36 15 42 22 67 33 62 38
1990 KE] 12 - - - - - -
COSTA RICA
1981 16 5 28 8 36 64 42 58
1988 21 6 28 10 39 61 32 68
1990 22 7 25 12 43 57 33 67
CHILE :
1987 37 13 45 16 79 21 79 21
1990 34 11 36 15 80 20 76 24
GUATEMALA
1980 41 13 79 44 22 78 14 86
1986 54 28 75 53 30 70 23 77
1989 48 23 72 45 29 71 24 76
HONDURAS
1988 53 28 81 64 26 74 19 81
1990 65 38 84 66 38 62 31 69
MEXICO
1984 28 7 45 20 53 47 39 61
1989 34 9 49 23 62 38 62 38
PANAMA
1979 31 14 45 27 49 51 41 59
1986 30 13 43 22 60 40 36 64
1989 34 15 48 25 62 38 58 42
PARAGUAY
(Asuncién)
1986 46 16 - - - - - -
1989 34 10 - - - - - -
1990 37 10 - - - - - -
PERU
1980 35 10 65 38 49 51 32 68
1986 45 16 64 39 53 47 40 60
URUGUAY
1981 9 2 21 7 77 23 71 29
1986 14 3 23 8 83 17 72 28
1989 10 2 23 8 . - - -
VENEZUELA
1981 18 5 35 15 62 38 53 47
1986 25 8 34 14 75 25 70 30
1990 33 11 38 17 82 18 78 22

Source: ECLAC, Statistics and Economic Projections Division.

a/ Preliminary estimates based on the Permanent Household Survey of October 1990.
b/ Preliminary estimates based on the National Urban Employment Survey conducted in the third quarter of 1990.
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Table 25
LATIN AMERICA (12 COUNTRIES): POPULATION BETWEEN 25 AND
59 YEARS OF AGE, BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
(Percentages)

288 48.9 22.2 n/d n/d n/d
16.8 519 31.3 n/d n/d n/d
124 516 35.8 n/d n/d n/d
70.2 12,7 17.14 96.7 1.9 14
53.3 18.2 28.5 86.9 73 58
55.5 174 275 89.2 6.3 4.5
52.4 223 25.3 n/d n/d n/d
42,9 23.0 34.2 n/d n/d n/d
37.4 234 39.2 n/d n/d n/d

27.2 41.5 3 58.1 33.5 8.4
18.2 39.8 42.0 43.6 43.9 125
16.9 40.9 423 40.3 45,2 14.5

18.7 296 517 50.7 35.5 138
18.7 29.5 54.7 43.8 37.5 18.8

52.8 263 210 92.8 59 13
51.8 26.6 219 90.7 7.3 1.9

40.1 30.8 296 83.2 13.2 3.7
42.7 31.0 26.2 81.4 15.9 2.7

26.0 423 317 n/d n/d n/d
23.4 42.8 33.8 n/d n/d n/d

18.2 47.8 34.0 574 366 6.0
18.2 42,5 39.3 49.8 373 129
145 42.0 43.5 40.4 42.7 16.9

216 375 40.9 n/d n/d n/d
16.9 40.5 427 n/d n/d n/d
266 46.4 27.0 n/d n/d n/d
176 47.5 34.9 n/d n/d n/d

30.0 49.4 20.6 735 22.8 3.8
23.6 48.8 273 66.0 28.5 5.5
194 48.3 323 61.0 324 6.6

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household
surveys conducted by the corresponding countries.
a/ The categories of educational levels used here were elementary school
uncompleted, elementary school completed/secondary school uncompleted,
and second school completed and over, rather than 0-5, 6-9
and 10 and over. The survey data refer to Greater Buenos Aires only.
n.d. = no data available.
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Table 26
LATIN AMERICA (11 COUNTRIES): AVERAGE YEARS OF SCHOOLING
COMPLETED BY NON-INDEPENDENT YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 15TO 24,
BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE

. 4.6 29 19 46 27
7.0 5.1 9.3 4.2 4.1 31 55 24
6.6 4.7 94 47 37 27 54 27

7.9 66  10.1 35 n/d nd n/d n/d
84 72 103 3.1 n/d nd n/d n/d
8.8 72 108 3.6 n/d n/d nd n/d

8.9 76 103 27 6.8 64 74 1.0
8.7 73 107 3.4 6.6 58 76 18

10.0 87 112 25 74 69 84 1.5
10.2 9.1 1.4 23 7.9 74 88 1.4

7.0 5.0 9.6 4.6 28 20 441 21
7.1 5.5 9.2 37 3.1 22 47 25

76 6.4 9.7 3.3 4.1 33 57 24
70 5.8 8.6 28 4.1 35 52 1.7

9.4 88 102 14 n/d nd nd nid
9.4 9.0 102 1.2 n/d nd n/d n/d

9.5 80 116 3.6 74 64 8.9 25
9.6 8.1 11.4 3.3 7.6 65 9.2 2.7

9.1 82 105 23 n/d n/d nd n/d
9.6 88 1.0 22 n/d n/d n/d n/d

9.0 74 102 28 n/d n/d n/d n/d
9.0 8.1 10.5 24 n/d n/d n/d n/d

8.1 74 9.4 2.0 53 49 6.0 1.1
83 7.6 9.8 22 5.8 53 6.8 15
8.5 78 _ 100 2.2 5.7 53 _6.7 14

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of househoid surveys
conducted by the corresponding countries.
n.d. = no data available.
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Table 27
LATIN AMERICA (12 COUNTRIES): NON-INDEPENDENT YOUNG PEOPLE AGED
15 TO 24 WHO ATTEND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, BY
HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE

418 384 519 135 nd nd nd nid
53.3 507 676 16.9 nd nd nd nd
50.7 427 700 273 238 260 264 04
446 395 603 208 228 271 247 -24
448 365 64.7 282 240 252 286 34
545 493 716 223 nd nd nd nd
513 46.0 625 165 nd nd nd nd
§3.1 457 711 254 nd nd nd nd
477 4.2 586 174 208 227 234 07
514 444 671 230 214 208 268 6.0
492 460 59.1 13.1 233 27.1 207 64
503 50.0 60.1 10.1 254 268 262 -06
305 221 448 227 80 73 119 46
294 269 367 938 7.7 50 130 80
478 406 694 288 143 107 207 10.0
421 344 595 25.1 121 111 156 45
434 508 418 -9.0 nd nd nd nd
444 526 440 -86 nd nd nd nd
462 479 385 -94 301 273 297 24
485 378 606 228 283 263 369 106
432 374 522 1438 262 209 344 135
341 324 380 56 nd nd nd nd
262 237 417 180 nd nd nd nd
391 268 537 269 nd nd nd nd
468 393 605 21.2 nd nd nd nd
485 523 532 09 290 359 232 -12.7
455 472 532 6.0 249 252 263 1.1
482 479 575 96 241 285 240 -45

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys
conducted by the corresponding countries.

a/ This information refers to Greater Buenos Aires only.

b/ Includes young people who study but who said that work was their principal activity.

n.d. = no data available.
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Table 28
LATIN AMERICA (16 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND
IN THEIR STUDIES, BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE

(Percentages)

426 532 198 334 623 658 463 195
349 481 122 359 564 642 362 280
315 451 941 36.0 522 594 325 269

451 540 220 320 nd nd nd n/d
322 402 173 229 nd nd n/d wd
243 325 11.3 212 nd nd nd n/d

234 337 103 234 465 534 306 228
193 286 76 210 363 411 254 157
214 314 79 235 365 454 198 256

119 18,0 47 13.3 243 287 153 134
136 19.0 7.2 118 234 263 157 106

344 487 152 335 757 820 573 247
363 504 136 368 753 831 584 247

192 276 58 21.8 387 457 223 234
23 211 74 20.0 432 503 322 181

209 230 15.6 74 nd nd nd n/d
213 235 16.2 73 nd nd nd n/d

203 241 113 128 nd nd nd n/d
131 185 98 8.7 nd n/d n/d wd

155 235 55 18.0 nd nd nd n/d
149 206 3.6 17.0 nd nd nd n/d

189 238 85 15.3 455 522 325 197
173 232 6.6 16.6 412 465 256 209

226 303 97 20.6 506 565 338 227

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys
conducted by the corresponding countries.

a/ Includes children aged 12 to 14 in 1981 only.

b/ Includes children aged 10 to 14.

¢/ Includes children aged 12 to 14.

d/ Includes children aged 10 to 14. Due to the fact that the school-entry age was lowered
to 6 years of age in 1986, the calculation of repeater rates in 1990 was based on
that entry age and corrections were later made to adjust for the cohorts
aged 11, 12, 13 and 14 who began school at age 7.

n.d. = no data available.
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Table 29
LATIN AMERICA (9 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND IN THEIR STUDIES,
BY POVERTY LEVEL AND HOUSEHOLD EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
(Percentages, most recent year available)

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by
the corresponding countries.

a/ Includes children aged 10 to 14.

b/ Includes children aged 12 to 14.

n.d. = no data available. '

-~ = available information is not statistically significant.
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Table 30
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): NON-INDEPENDENT YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 15 TO 24 WHO ATTEND
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS, BY POVERTY LEVEL AND HOUSEHOLD EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
(Percentages, most recent year available)

e ndige gent dig
37.3 35.1 344 40.0 226 24.1 21.2 222
58.1 51.7 51.6 59.8 48.4 48.2
74.8 75.2
425 38.9 427 43.6 n/d n/d n/d n/d
53.9 54.3 56.8 53.0 n/d n/d n/d n/d
73.7 80.9 64.2 74.4 n/d nd n/d n/d

27.8 293 26.2 28.2 15.5 17.6 17.1 149
53.8 71.2 55.6 524 32.6 27.3 48.5 315
79.0 70.2 825 79.1 60.1 -- - 60.8

36.9 37.6 39.9 34.0 19.6 18.4 25.2 175
474 52.9 52.9 433 35.7 459 38.8 327
64.0 55.8 65.8 64.4 52.3 62.8 63.8 49.5

22.0 221 19.2 241 7.0 6.2 5.9 9.8
40.8 44.0 44.0 39.5 314 - -- 313
53.8 - - 514 48.5 -- -- 52.8

29.7 275 320 321 10.6 9.8 123 133
49.7 45.5 440 57.2 35.8 337 34.3 38.8
79.2 77.2 76.7 79.7 51.8 -- - 44.0

28.1 21.7 34.7 28.3 18.8 16.7 17.8 221

44.0 47.7 435 43.3 34.2 36.2 41.9 30.9
54.2 45.0 48.0 55.1 55.0 - -- 534

11.9 19.9 13.5 6.4 n/d n/d n/d wd
23.8 29.9 17.9 275 n/d n/d n/d n/d
45.9 49.1 38.7 47.0 n/d n/d n/d n/d
29.5 246 275 31.0 wd n/d n/d n/d
46.3 31.3 42,6 47.6 n/d n/d n/d n/d
23.2 10.1 206 235 n/d n/d n/d n/d

34.0 413 3441 314 204 29.2 23.3 16.7
50.9 60.7 55.8 47.8 425 35.3 51.8 41.9
743 83.0 77.5 73.3 57.5 - 54.8 57.2

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted
by the corresponding countries.

n.d. = no data available.

-.- = available information is not statistically significant.
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Table 31

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND IN THEIR STUDIES,
BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE AND EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
(Percentages, most recent year available)

47.9
19.2 282 139 143 203 -~ 187 0.0
6.2 -~ 47 0.0 - - - 0.0

368 390 296 9.4 nd nd nid n/d
208 249 153 9.6 nd nd nd n/d
101 137 9.0 4.7 nd nd nd n/d

416 428 287 14.1 479 512 389 123
211 245 128 1.7 241 305 17.3 13.2
6.4 59 6.2 -0.3 7.8 337 441 296

278 302 16.1 14.1 340 362 369 0.7
147 176 94 8.2 138 137 129 0.8
6.3 84 65 1.9 5.6 34 47 -1.3

495 559 29.0 26.9 77.7 838 645 19.3
172 240 138 10.2 169 180 167 1.3
57 154 35 11.9 194 -- 202 0.0

312 325 178 14.7 449 509 360 149
129 11.7 75 4.2 219 185 197 -1.2
47 73 42 3.1 44 -~ 1.3 0.0

375 334 418 -8.4 nd nd nid n/d
174 195 155 4.0 nd nd n/d n/d
64 66 6.0 0.6 nd nd nd nd

302 340 -- 0.0 nd nd nd n/d
108 100 153 -5.3 nd nd nd n/d
49 00 57 -5.7 nd nd nid n/d

20.0 309 235 7.4 nd nd nd n/d
133 170 34 13.6 nd nd nd n/d
24 29 16 13 nd nd nd n/d

393 427 314 113 573 60.1 475 12.6
166 205 103 10.2 258 346 172 174
6.1 86 53 3.3 84 280 63 21.7

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted
by the corresponding countries.
a/ Includes children aged 10 to 14.
b/ Includes children aged 12 to 14.
¢/ Includes children aged 10 to 14. The figures for 1990 have been corrected to adjust for
the reduction of the school-entry age from 7 to 6 years of age.
n.d. = no data available.
-~ = available information is not statistically significant.
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Table 32

LATIN AMERICA (11 COUNTRIES): AVERAGE EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT IN HOUSEHOLDS
CONTAINING CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 14 YEARS, BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE

5.0 34 84 5.0 28 23 441 1.7
5.9 34 99 6.5 26 1.5 47 33
6.1 3.7 105 6.8 2.8 1.7 5.0 34
6.2 48 9.2 44 n/d nd n/d n/d
71 57 10.0 44 n/d nd n/d n/d
7.9 59 11.8 6.0 n/d nd n/d n/d
8.9 68 117 4.9 6.1 48 84 3.6
85 66 117 5.1 5.8 47 76 29
85 63 1241 5.9 6.0 47 80 33
9.2 74 127 5.4 5.9 52 85 34
9.3 78 125 4.7 6.4 56 93 3.6
48 28 85 5.7 1.6 11 26 1.5
5.4 33 94 6.1 1.8 12 32 2.1
6.7 44 109 6.4 2.8 21 47 27
6.2 43 102 5.9 29 22 44 22
79 66 98 3.2 n/d nd n/d n/d
8.2 68 103 3.5 n/d n/d n/d n/d
8.1 65 1.3 4.9 4.9 39 78 4.0
8.7 64 131 6.7 5.6 42 9.1 48
9.1 7.0 134 6.1 6.2 44 98 5.3
8.7 64 124 6.0 n/d nd n/d n/d
9.0 71 114 43 nd n/d n/id n/d
74 62 1041 3.9 n/d nd n/id n/d
8.1 66 107 41 n/d nd n/d n/d
85 7.7 106 29 7.5 70 80 141
8.9 78 110 3.2 7.0 67 86 1.9
7.9 62 110 4.9 4.2 34 641 .26

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys
conducted by the corresponding countries.
n.d. = no data available.
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Table 33
LATIN AMERICA (8 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND IN THEIR
STUDIES, BY POVERTY LEVEL AND DEGREE OF OVERCROWDING IN THE HOME
(Percentages, most recent year available)

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys
conducted by the corresponding countries.

a/ Includes children aged 10 to 14.

b/ Number of persons per total number of rooms.

n.d. = no data available.
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Table 34
LATIN AMERICA (9 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 7 TO 14 WHO ARE BEHIND IN THEIR STUDIES,
BY INCOME QUARTILE AND HOUSEHOLD STRUCTURE BASED ON MEDICAL. STATUS
OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD
(Percentages, most recent year available)

225 29.5 308 18.2 36.7 n/d nd nd n/d n/d
31.0 37.6 36.8 257 48.5 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
10.1 15.5 131 9.3 14.3 n/d n/d nfd n/d n/d
209 221 23.7 164 34.2 n/d nd nd n/d n/d

19.7 26.6 39.7 15.0 253 3441 439 503 289 43.8
30.8 39.1 46.8 244 318 43.7 48.3 56.5 374 51.7

7.2 0.0 232 6.8 5.5 20.4 10.6 348 1838 16.5
23.6 39.1 236 176 26.3 23.3 38.7 217 186 35.2

121 20.8 17.7 106 146 210 2.2 233 208 26.7
171 24.3 207 154 20.6 25.1 216 239 255 285
7.0 1.3 22 6.9 6.2 101 - - 10.5 24.8
10.1 13.0 185 85 14.4 15.0 21.6 239 150 37

36.7 337 426 349 35.1 74.7 79.1 794 T 78.1
51.7 47.0 56.5 506 47.0 81.5 84.8 840 789 88.4
10.7 5.4 114 120 19.9 56.9 65.0 666 513 61.9
41.0 416 454 3886 271 246 198 174 276 26.5

20.7 26.2 25.1 139 247 424 39.6 464 385 444
24.7 26.9 281 171 30.5 49.2 51.3 532 441 52.1

6.1 6.0 1687 A1 73 30.3 34.0 366 246 32.1
18.6 20.9 124 130 232 18.9 173 166 195 20.0

18.8 312 331 164 283 n/d nd nd n/d nd

215 347 357 186 29.0 n/d n/d n/d nd n/d
14.2 17.8 272 133 215 n/d nd n/d n/d n/d
73 16.8 8.5 5.3 1.5 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
27.4 30.4 47.4 247 40.4 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
39.2 - - 333 463 n/d nd n/d nd n/d
17.4 - . 186 26.5 n/d nd n/d nd n/d
21.8 0.0 0.0 147 16.8 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
14.0 22.0 257 115 16.4 n/d n/d n/d n/d nd
203 26.2 303 174 210 n/d nd nd n/d n/d
28 - 43 26 8.6 n/d n/d n/d n/d wd
17.5 26.2 26.0 148 124 n/d n/d nd n/d n/d

214 26.8 314 140 24.0 49.4 53.3 548 422 51.4
30.2 323 402 207 30.6 55.9 52.9 61.7 49.7 571

83 134 195 57 115 29.8 68.9 372 159 35.6
219 18.9 207 150 198.1 26.1 -16.0 245 338 215

Source: ECLAC, Soclal Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by the corresponding countries.
a/ Calculations of repeater rates refers to children aged 10 to 14.

b/ Includes children aged 12 to 14.

¢/ Single woman head of household.

n.d. = no data available.

-~ = available information is not statistically significant.
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Table 35

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CHILDREN AGED 0 TO 14 YEARS RESIDING IN NUCLEAR
FAMILIES IN WHICH THE HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD PARTICIPATES IN A CONSENSUAL
UNION, BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE
(Percentages)

6.9 112 43 30 32 n/d nd nd nd n/d
8.5 126 57 33 41 n/d nd nd nd nid
120 | 161 111 68 24 n/d nd nd nd nid

9.5 128 88 84 3.0 n/d nd nd nd nid
150 | 196 152 116 65 n/d nd nd nd nd
179 | 256 165 109 741 n/d nd nd nd n/d

9.6 156 74 54 5.2 138 | 160 149 118 9.1
106 | 147 104 64 65 151 | 201 133 114 109

3.9 63 32 16 15 4.6 565 45 35 24
6.2 92 55 43 20 5.6 66 60 48 09

183 | 216 234 122 106| 259 | 266 252 281 23.1
175 | 193 203 167 94 238 | 247 229 257 213

242 | 296 289 203 87 31.5 | 318 350 334 215
256 | 265 309 270 10.8) 332 | 337 36.0 33.0 266

5.5 69 46 48 39 n/d nd nwd nd nd
6.9 79 70 57 55 n/d nd nd nd nd

9.8 128 93 88 5.0 n/d nd nd nd nid
8.1 118 82 53 26 n/d nd nd nd nid

5.8 103 21 15 1.1 n/d nd nd nd n/d
7.6 101 54 32 35 n/d nd nd nd nd

150 | 19.7 160 111 53 27.7 | 273 318 273 178
170 | 224 172 127 8.2 284 | 316 303 253 18.0
173 | 21.2 178 126 9.8 300 | 33.0 315 229 249

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by
the corresponding countries.

al/ Income figures have been corrected but have not been adjusted for under-reporting.

b/ This information refers to Greater Buenos Aires only.

¢/ Figures for Guatemala include children aged 10 to 14 only.

n.d. = no data available.
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Table 36
LATIN AMERICA {10 COUNTRIES): CONSENSUAL UNIONS AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE AGED
15 TO 24 YEARS WHO HAVE A PARTNER, BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
(Percentages)

174 364 185 0.0 36.4 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
249 518 26.0 45 47.3 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
32.1 59.7 36.0 73 52.4 n/d n/d n/d n/d wd

28.8 450 246 6.6 384 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
43.6 579 459 228 | 35.1 n/d n/d n/d nw/d n/d
49.7 723 517 263 | 460 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d

213 521 259 7.0 45.1 30.9 500 286 174 | 326
31.6 683 367 117 | 566 33.8 529 317 183 | 346

125 243 200 7.0 17.3 125 163 124 7.9 8.4
16.5 409 238 8.9 32.0 17.7 279 172 9.7 18.2

419 498 421 175 | 323 50.4 51.5 421 318 | 197
427 517 399 201 | 316 45.6 468 398 307 | 16.1

64.2 816 66.1 31.1 | 505 66.0 676 636 386 | 29.0
67.8 861 706 208 | 653 71.5 745 665 505 | 240

16.2 334 178 4.6 28.8 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
175 362 172 104 | 258 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d

443 731 506 218 | 513 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d
413 722 508 151 | 5741 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d

10.7 306 114 4.3 26.3 n/d n/d n/d n/d nd
238 66.7 26.7 9.0 57.7 n/d n/d n/d n/d n/d

33.9 581 334 140 | 441 53.5 62.1 465 267 | 354
39.1 614 410 182 432 58.3 680 525 327 | 353
42.7 69.2 469 216 | 476 59.8 69.0 56.8 36.1 32.9

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by

the corresponding countries.

a/ The categories of educational levels used here were elementary school uncompleted, elementary school
completed/secondary school uncompleted, and second school completed and over, rather than 0-5, 6-9
and 10 and over. The survey data refer to Greater Buenos Aires only.

n.d. = no data available.
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Table 37
LATIN AMERICA (12 COUNTRIES): NON-INDEPENDENT MEN AGED 15 TO 24 WHO
NEITHER WORK NOR ATTEND SCHOOL, BY HOUSEHOLD INCOME QUARTILE
{Percentages)

10.7 | 171 58 113 n/d nd n/d n/d
9.3 183 20 173 n/d nd n/d n/d

106 | 198 43 15.5 43 53 3.0 23
110 | 21.7 53 16.4 5.1 66 35 3.1
114 | 213 44 16.9 5.4 7.7 39 3.8

121 | 204 47 15.7 n/d nd n/d n/d
167 | 271 6.8 20.3 n/d nd n/d n/d
16.0 | 27.7 83 19.4 n/d nd n/d n/d

113 | 258 58 20.0 125 | 245 47 19.8
110 | 269 3.8 23.1 111 | 23.7 27 21.0

182 | 275 100 175 211 | 326 95 231
165 | 264 74 19.0 162 | 28.0 8.1 19.9

115 | 179 80 9.9 6.4 134 49 8.5
94 | 126 59 6.7 5.1 85 35 5.0

171 | 29.0 64 226 8.4 71 113 -4.2
146 | 268 79 18.9 7.9 51 95 -4.4

305 | 465 21.2 253 n/d nd n/d n/d
259 | 384 19.0 19.4 n/d nd n/d n/d

239 | 39.7 109 28.8 10.0 26 91 0.5
17.2 | 233 5.7 17.6 14.1 182 97 85
241 | 318 10.1 21.7 142 | 11.8 129 -1.1

164 | 241 3.2 209 n/d n/d n/d n/d
219 | 333 118 21.5 n/d nd n/d n/d

120 | 21.1 441 17.0 n/d nd n/d n/d
132 | 206 45 16.1 n/d nd nid n/d

15.0 | 238 83 155 109 | 119 85| 34
209 | 31.0 119 19.1 140 | 162 96 6.6
206 | 31.7 105 21.2 143 | 193 102 9.1

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys
conducted by the corresponding countries.

&/ This information refers to Greater Buenos Aires only.

b/ Includes young people who study but who said that work was their principal activity.

n.d. = no data available.
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Table 38

LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CEMIT OF YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 15 TO 24

YEARS WHO WORK OVER 20 HOURS PER WEEK AND DO NOT ATTEND SCHOOL,

BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL a/

46 46 6.4
31 38 5.4

23 4.0 8.1
20 3.2 6.2
18 28 47

16 20 438
1.6 24 3.6
1.7 20 45

24 36 43
28 34 4.8

18 19 44
18 27 5.3

A 3.2
4 33
27 6.9
16 22 10.3
1.9 4.1

08 09 20
08 1.1 25

31 37 46
28 29 4.1

42 56 9.3

23 31 43

58
4.3
29
3.2
2.8

1.9
20

26
3.6

23
23

53
22

12
17

15
13

5.0
20

n/d
n/d

33
43
3.4
n/d
n/d

5.2
4.7

2.8
27

1.0
43

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted

by the corresponding countries.

a/ The CEMIT (monthly income capacity equivalents) represent monthiy income calculated on

the basis of value per working hour and is expressed in terms of the poverty line.

b/ The categories of educational levels used here were elementary school uncompleted,
elementary school completed/secondary school uncompleted, and second school completed

and over, rather than 0-5, 6-9 and 10 and over. The survey data refer to Greater Buenos

Aires only.
n.d. = no data available.




TO 59 YEARS WHO WORK OVER 20 HOURS PER WEEK, BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

9.2
6.3

76
8.0
6.6

5.5
53
4.9

8.0
6.2
57

3.9
438

3.8
34

7.9
6.9
6.7

3.9
3.9

6.2
53

8.5
6.8
54

5.5
3.7

45
42
33

25
3.1
25

5.2
3.8
3.2

22
27

1.7
1.6

3.9
31
34

1.6
21

44
3.6

6.0
43
39
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Table 39
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CEMIT OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED PERSONS AGED 25

7.2
49

7.9
6.2
5.1

42
40
33

6.2
44
4.0

35
4.2

26
25

54
4.7
44

24
2.8

54
44

7.9
5.6
4.6

13.7
9.4

16.8
14.8
126

14
8.1
7.6

115
8.3
7.7

7.7
8.9

6.9
6.7

1.9
10.0
8.9

6.0
54

8.8
7.0

124
10.1
7.0

8.2
5.7

123
10.6
9.3

89
5.0
5.1

6.3
45
4.5

5.5
6.2

5.2
5.1

8.0
6.9
5.5

4.4
33

4.5
34

6.4
5.8
3.1

n/d
n/d

38
5.6
3.8

n/d
n/d
n/d

8.1
6.2
58

3.1
35

23
23

4.8
54
6.0

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

74
5.7
5.1

n/d
n/d

3.2
4.9
3.2

n/d
n/d
n/d

7.1
5.5
4.8

2.7
3.1

19
1.9

34
3.5
34

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

6.1
47
44

n/d
n/d

6.0
8.0
6.0

n/d
n/d
n/d

7.6
5.9
53

5.8
49

26
3.4

53
5.2
47

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

9.2
6.1
5.8

n/d
n/d

10.9
11.8
10.9

n/d
n/d
nd

14.4
8.8
8.9

13.0
11.6

73
75

13
1.0
9.8

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

16.3
13.4
73

n/d
nd

7.7
6.9
7.7

nd
n/d
n/d

7.3
33
4.1

10.3
8.5

5.4
5.6

7.9
7.5
6.4

n/d
nd

n/d
n/d

10.2
8.7
29

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by the
corresponding countries.
a/ The categories of educational levels used here were elementary school uncompleted, elementary

school completed/secondary school uncompleted, and second school completed and over,
rather than 0-5, 6-9 and 10 and over. The survey data refer to Greater Buenos

Aires only.
n.d. = no data available.
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Table 41
LATIN AMERICA (10 COUNTRIES): CEMIT FOR WOMEN AS A PERCENTAGE OF CEMIT FOR MEN

IN THE POPULATION OF GAINFULLY EMPLOYED PERSONS AGED 25 TO 59 YEARS WHO
WORK OVER 20 HOURS PER WEEK, BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

80
83

47
51
51

59
68
67

50
79
65

73
71

65
53

61
86
75

70
67

53
64

60
65
66

74
74

51
52
54

76
72
75

66
66
72

86
95
53
62
72
68

62
57

60

72

69
70

72
71

45
52
61

58
68
69

89
79
80

73
81

64
70

74
79
80

63
63
67
92

74
70

8.0
12.2

2.0
-1.0
-10.0

1.0
0.0
-2.0

-39.0
0.0
-15.0

0.0
-10.0

1.0
-17.0

-13.0
7.0
-5.0

7.0
3.0

-10.0
-3.0

-32.0
-9.0
-4.0

n/d
n/d

57
55
62

n/d
n/d
n/d

78
80
90

78
91

104
89

119
134
110

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

85

84

n/d
n/d

52
45
54

nd
n/d
n/d

50
58
61

76
84

68
60

84
82
79

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

78

n/d
n/d

47
52

n/d
n/d
n/d

68
61
66

67

107
66

80
79
76

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

72
74
72

n/d
n/d

49

53

nwd
n/d
n/d

98
94
102

63
85

85
119

84
102
104

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

123
93
89

nd
n/d

3.0
-3.0
1.0

n/d
n/d
n/d

-48.0
-36.0
-41.0

13.0
-1.0

-17.0
-59.0

0.0
-20.0
-25.0

n/d
n/d

n/d
n/d

-59.0
-16.0
-11.0

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by the

corresponding countries.

a/ The categories of educational levels used here were elementary school uncompleted, elementary
school completed/secondary school uncompleted, and second school completed and over, rather
than 0-5, 6-9 and 10 and over. The survey data refer to Greater Buenos Aires only.

n.d. = no data available.
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Tabie 42

LATIN AMERICA (8 COUNTRIES): PERCENTAGE OF WOMEN IN MOST COMMON
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES AND RATIO BETWEEN THE CEMITs
FOR MEN AND WOMEN

16.4
428
32.2
5§3.0
525
274
38.1
173
84.3
20.8
42.0
57.4
97.8

15.7
52.3
1541
44.5
43.0
45.4
15.0
3.0
16.9
33.6
57.4
n.d.

283
41.6
27.1
41.0
53.3
62.7
51.5
371
44.7
16.5
21.2
63.9
28.3

(Urban areas only)

27.2
47.7
39.9
50.0
56.9
34.2
44.8
235
46.4
21.9
43.6
35.7
98.8

14.7
52.1
239
45.0
59.6
25.4
33.0
24.0
1.7
24.9
279
27.4
100.0

32.1
45.2
35.8
49.5
52.3
56.6
44.8
39.9
4186
16.2
20.7
84.9
97.5

77.4
50.8
87.1
81.7
113.6
53.2
€6.5
64.7
353
83.1
89.9
86.9
84.6

57.0
90.9
86.1
95.6
83.0
83.1
60.4
113.2
56.0
83.5
54.3
n.d.

53.1
103.6
61.8
107.4
77.0
68.2
63.4
62.0
58.4
82.8
98.4
€9.2
139.9

66.8
79.7
63.2
95.9
$6.4
78.9
78.8
114.8
39.0
83.7
81.6
91.2
105.4

69.3
71.14
86.3
101.8
93.7
€4.5
65.7
80.3
133.5
79.9
88.8
74.2

63.7
111.2
67.6
99.2
122.4
517
48.0
58.9
53.5
76.8
107.3
52.1
105.9

0.86
1.57
0.94
1.17
0.85
1.48
1.19
1.77
1.10
1.01
0.91
1.056
1.25

1.22
0.78
1.00
1.06
113
0.79
1.33
1.18
1.43
1.08
137

1.20
1.07
1.10
0.92
1.59
0.84
0.7¢
0.95
0.92
0.93
1.0¢
0.75
0.76




Tabis 42 (cont.)

1441
54.9
34.4
62.2
63.1
84.3
47.6
47.6
12.7
44.7
12.0
253
100.0

18.1
52.9
29.1
70.6
59.3
25.3
38.2

5.0
18.3
16.8
36.3
60.0
n.d.

26.8
53.8
258
43.6
518
€5.0
327
47.3
13.3
73.7
18.8
24.0
96.9

123

22.2
55.5
34.1
64.7
60.1
58.1
40.2
43.2
1.8
53.8
214
30.4
97.3

16.5
51.6
34.1
72.7
89.7
39.3
38.8

8.5
19.7
17.85
283
53.7
82.2

25.2
46.2
46.1
46.6
43.6
61.4
35.1
41.4
12.8
52.5
2.8
32.0
100.0

876
€69.0
60.0
934
88.2
579
67.7
53.7
833
€6.8
107.2
603
n.a.

59.9
74.2
59.1
75.7
8318
58.2
B51.4
651
73.9
728
45.2
338
n.d.

78.2
59.7
8.5
96.8
66.1
51.8
46.8
52.8
90.3
118
54.8
80.3
1199

32.2
84.2
69.5
89.0
933
43.9
69.9
51.3
71.9
37.9
85.6
58.3
32.6

40.3
77.0
89.0
92.3
131.9
98.1
69.3
98.9
75.0
86.0
76.6
§2.4
54.8

59.8
61.1
87.8
86.0
91.4
58.8
83.4
86.8
904
46.1
34.5
80.7
n.a.

0.37
1.22
1.16
0.98
1.06
0.76
1.03
0.96
0.86
0.57
0.79
0.97

0.67
1.04
1.51
1.22
1.58
1.63
1.35
1.652
1.01
119
1.68
1.61

0.7¢
1.02
0.99
0.89
1.38
114
1.78
1.68
1.00
.65
.63
1.01
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Table 42 (concl.)

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted

by the corresponding countries.
a/ Female/male CEMIT ratio.
b/ Refers to the beginning and ond of the period examined in each country.
n.d. = no data avallable.
.- = available information is not statistically significant.
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Table 44
LATIN AMERICA (8 COUNTRIES): PERSONS AGED 65 YEARS OR OVER, BY INCOME STATUS
IN INDIGENT AND NON-INDIGENT POOR HOUSEHOLDS
{Percentages, most recent year available)

Source: ECLAC, Social Development Division, on the basis of household surveys conducted by the

corresponding countries.
n.d. = no data available.



127

*salunod buipuodsaii02 ayy Aq pajonpuos skaains ployesnoy JO siseq ay) uo

“Jueoyiubis Ajfeonsnels 10U S| UOCKRWIONU| S|GRHBAR = -

P
pu

pu
P

009
£9S

P
P

SvL

[3:4:]
veL

1oL
902

pu
Pu
pu

(4]
6’85
029
P

P
P

LSt
v'st

P
pu

9¢}

(543
oel

(448
cel

pu
pu
Pu

264
Tlie
€02

pp

P
P

pu
P

pr
pp

ozt
6El
P
pu

€9

oL
[¥:]
P

pu
P

pu
pp

pps
pu

oLe
902

ppt
P

<

1'é

892
§'ie

P
pu
P

zL
gL
zel
pr

P
pu

P
P

ppu
P

Ty
2 4
pru
pu
58
02
L
£9
pru
P
pu
6

£9

P
pu

P
pru

2o

o
00

Vi
ve

P
pu
P

o
t4}
o

P
P

%>

0'6S

o427
1'6g

P
ppu
P

698
KIS
g6y
P

P
pu

P
ppu

ppu
Pr

ShH
il

el
601

6L
0L

pu
P
pu

651
g9l
(144

PN

ppu
P

P
pu

P
pu

£L
£El
eel
P
pr

8'6E
v'sy

599
1’69

29
628
Lve

599
€89

-2 74
8cL

619
259

8's9
189

oLL
06l
98L

0L
v'es
v'8s
vie
£ov
I 44

(4.
L9z
€01
Lyl
Pyl
o3+19

1341

(344

O'kL
(4
gL
[:3 43
Vel
vyl
26

6’8

961
l'ie
6702
F've
e
oce

il
3 23

5’6
8L

87ct
9EL
43
L6
88
L
Vs

JA: S

'8
SL

TS
s

szl
143
68
9oLl
0'si
et

9T
Py
v'ae
82
002
g'le

8'6¢

vey

v'8e
r'ee

(433
88
€6

o€l

9¢
e
e
2]

00
00
00
00

SNLVLS IWOONI ANV JHNLONYLS JLLSINOA AD
‘YANO HO 59 03BV SNOSHA 40 FOVINIOHId (STHINNOD 0L) VOIHIWY NLLYT

Sy alqel

cle
W

[ ¥: 1
o 4
vey
ot
Lrve

9

voe

98¢
oie
e

it

b9

6

(344
313

Vi
LSt
43

‘ajqe|ieAR. Bjep Ou = "pru

‘uojsiag wewdolenaq 1e190s ‘OY103 :edinog



