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1. The Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas was held at
of the Econamic Camnission for Iatin America and the

headcparters
(ECIAC) in Santiago, Chile, from 23 to 25 September 1987.

2. In response to the request made by the Directors of Statistics
Americas during the Ninth Inter-American Statistical Oonference (CIE)
Rio de Janeiro in September 1986, ECIAC convened the meeting in
mlm&ﬂnmoftmmimlmtimmuﬂermy
identify a set of further activities of mitual interest, and drew up

programmes around them. In this respect, itmspmupoaedtodisamacti
aseociatadvdﬂzﬂumofﬂnl%%,mmarymdﬂnizatim
mmmmmmmmmummmof
introduction of computers, and to review methodologies in fields such
ﬂnrt—ter;iﬁﬂlcatomtogeﬂmwithmicmmﬂmistﬂs
econamic units,

&%ESE; :
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2. Participants */

3. Representatives of the following member countries of ECIAC attended the
meeting: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, cCanada, chile, Colambia, Costa Rica,
Cuha,l:x:nimmnnapzblic,mm ElSalvadcr Guatemala, Haiti Hexico
Panama, Peru, Spain, United States of America, UnqmyarﬂVemzuela

4. FRepresentatives of the following institutions also attended by special
invitation: United Nations statistical Office (UNSO}, International Iabour
Organisatim (II0), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), Board of the

Cartagena Agreement (JUNAC), Organization of American States (OAS), Inter-
American Statistical Institute (IASI) and Inter-American Statistical Training
Centre (CIEMES). The meeting was also attended by technicians taking part in
ﬂnmjmmwmmiteduatiasnwelwmammmﬂe
integral treatment of poverty (RLA/86/004) and strengthening the Mexican
statistical system (MEX/87/001).

*/ See the list of participants in amnex 1.
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3. Appointment of Chajpman

5. ‘The Secretariat of ECIAC suggested that it was desirable for Mexico to be
appointed to chair the meeting as:it chairs the Inter-American Statistical
Conference (CIE). This proposal was approved by the participants.

- Synthesis of the conclusions of the Seminars held in Argentina and
Mextico
- Activities of CEIALE during the 1990 Census Round

- Design of questiomaires in line with sectoral requirements: a
representative example

- The retrieval of census data for smll areas by microcomputer
(REDATAM) and experience of its use

- The experience of the National Institute of Statistics of Chile in
applying REDATAM to the 1982 Fopulation and Housing Census
- Census-data services providing geographically broken-down data for
the public and private sectors

- Management considerations and measures taken in the planning phases
for the 1990 censuses

- Conclusions regarding glcbal aspects of censuses,

surveys
Regional co-operation activities in respect of National Accounts
Repart on the Seminar on Consumer Price Indicators
Report on training

Report on technical co-operation between maltilateral agencies.

= Dissemination of statistics
- Short-term indicators
- Evaluation of the activities of the statistical systems of the

region
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- Bconomic censuses and registers of econamic units
- Household surveys

- Project an the integral treatment of poverty

- Observations with regard to regional co-operation.

5. Inavowral session

7. The Executive Secretary of the Econcmic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean, Mr. Norberto Gonzdlez, inaugurated the meeting by extending a
welcane to the Directors of Statistics of the Americas and the representatives

of the international agencies present.
8. In his address he stated that from its beginnings ECIAC had established a

those related to the strengthening of statistical systems. He further
mentioned that statistics had a major role to play in the organization of
development and that on the other hand it was a vital requirvement for the
asgessment of problems and formilation of policies.

9. After a brief review of the most significant features of the region's
insertion inteo the world economic envirament, he mentioned major areas of

the problem of the high level of extermal indebtedness; forms of externmal
financing; the rate of technological change and employment policies; the
preblems of social development and the inequality thereof, as well as the role
of the State in the various spheres of action. He indicated that in all of
these areas greater knowledge was necessary, either to adopt policies
to correct distortions, or to acquire criteria so as to be able to
an equal terms --at least in respect of information— with the devel

il

10. The Executive Secretary of ECIAC said that the agenda of the meeting of
the Directors of Statistics correspanded to the needs of the region. He
oconsidered that population and housing censuses contimied to be the main

the

(DP) in transferring highly useful camputer systems to the region.

11. Finally, he stated that BCIAC had shown an enthusiastic response to the
request to comvene and organize the meeting, and that within the sphere of
international organizations, and in particular within OAS, CEIADE, CIENES and
ECIAC everything possible was being done to co-ordinate efforts, particularly
in order to pirpoint the possibilities for co-cperation and integration
between the countries of the region and to effectively tackle their grave
econcmic and social problems.



the delegation mentioned that in preparation for the 1990 census round, a

to analyse and evaluate the 1980 population censuses (Buenos Aires,
1985) had been held, organized by the Iatin ZAmerican Demogqraphic Centre
(CEIADE) and the National Institute of Statistics of Argentina (DWEC). In
addition, the Inter-American Workshop on the Evaluation of Population and
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considerabla void regarding the specific methods of initiating the ocensus
programszs and the concrete methodologies in respect of plamning. He -also
mertioned that proposals had been made to organize seminars on the topic, and
that consultations were under way in this respect between his

ECIAC and CEIADE. Healsowﬁimadthatotherlnjortcpicsmﬂncbjmtof
concern on the part of Statistical Offices, such as the processing of cenaus
data and cartography, in respect of which no definitions as yet existad.
Fimlly,headﬁadﬂntminingmduxtadam&nrhighlysigﬁfimrm
of censuses. With regard to this, he menticned that a on plaming
mmfwmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

16. At the begiming of the general debate, the Directer of tha Statistics
and Projections Division of ECIAC recalled that during previous meetings of
the Inter-merican Statistical Conference and of its Permanent Executive
Camnittee (OOM/CIE), goverrments had expressed their interest in the region's
Statistical Offices obtaining oreater access to the resonces of the
internaticnal which provide funding for megional co-operation
activities. He then provided information on the approaches made to the United
Natioms Fund for Population Activities (UNFFA) to cbtain the ocrganization's
support for activities involving regional co-cperation in the field of
statistics in association with the execution of the population and housing

17. He also stated that after having held conversations with the Division for
Latin America of UNFPA, the Secretariat of ECIAC had prepared a draft project
for the inplmmat:l_.m of activ:i.ties involving co-cperation between the

1 would
finance the travel together with a boms in the region of US$l 000 per month
far the technical advisor. ECIAC undertook to submit the contents of the draft

established in respect of the activities., On the basis of this (
the commentaries and cbeervations wade, BECIAC would sukmit a definitive
version of the project and transmit it to UNFPA for consideration.

18. Before taking any decisions as to which activities were to be.considered
of priority, a muber of general observations were made. One delegate
mentioned that the considerable importance attached to the preparation of
censuses made it impossible to devote funds to other activities which were

also important. Consequently, he expressed his view that censuses shauld he
lnﬂcedtotlnnatimalstatisticalqsten in order to draw maximm benefit,

varied range of econamic and social statistics. In this respect a mmber of
participants pointed out that in view of the limitations on resources, it was
necessary to draw up a set of priorities.
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19. In addition, it was cbserved that cansiderable resources were required to
carry out censuses in the coumtries of the region, and that this probably
accounted for it being the only project capable of arousing interest at the
mational level. Consecuently, the Directors were urged to give consideration

mysinmidaﬁ\emmﬂ.dbeofbemﬁt to other activities or
elmttswithintrnstatisticalsyshm

20. Amﬂnrdeleg&timnﬂstadthatanitmbemchﬁadmlaﬂngtothe
evaluation of post-census activities, reflecting its conviction that the
recapitulation of eperiencs was singularly useful in drewing wp criteria,
particularly for the executian of future censuses.

21. Moreover, attention was drawn to the fact that updating the cartography
was ane of the most expensive items in a census. Consequently, and in view of
the strategic role thereof, it was considered necessary to seek means of

ensuring that census cartography was kept wp to date.

22, Stress was laid on the fact that in designing their censuses few
oountries in the region bore in mind that they oonstitute the most suitable
sampling frame for other forme of research, in particular for household
surveys. This was a serious shortcoming, in view of the high cost involved in
censuses, and delegates were consequently encouraged to direct their attention

prov.
particular value during the intercensal period as it would thereby allow a
harmenious sampling to be established.

23, At the comclugion of this general debate there was agreement over the
need to more tightly link cemsus activities with the production of econmmic
and social statistics, However, emphasis was placed on the need to draw wp
priorities so as to ensure ccherence among the relevant cbjectives.,

24. mthsligxtofﬂnmimmdabythemimdﬂmﬁm,ﬁn

25. The list of topics on which it was agreed to organize seminars is given
below, together with the relevant agenda, the country responsible for the
organizatimmﬂﬂmeapprmdmtedateatmdlitwillbeheld



Organization and institutional management of a census.
Altermatives

Institutional 1links between the Natiomal Office. of
Statistics and public and private agencies

Planning and supervision of activities

The National Statistical System and its relationship with
population and housing censuses

Requimd legislation

Comparability over time
Regional and intermational ca:parability

Wmmtofqmmmmwims

Balameheumdemgra;hic,socialarﬂmmicism
Definitions, marmals and tabulation programmes
Eiperiminthemofslwrtmﬂ'm\sines

Advantages and drawbacks.

b) Organizing country: Brazil, with smtfrm Chile, BCIAC and

c) Approximate date: secorsd quarter of 19e8.

i)

iii)
iv)

The potential use of censuses and the consequences of the
methods of gathering data using a single extensive
schedule, or a brief general schedule together with
extensive schedules based on the samples

Sampling for the purposes of validation and quality
control

Sampling in order to cbtain advance census data
Construction of sampling frames
Sampling for other purposes.
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b) Organizing ca.m:ﬁ Argentina, with the collaboration of Chile,
CELADE and the ted Nations statistical Office.

¢) Date: third quarter of 1988.

4. Cartography
a) Agenda

i) Cartographical up~dating

ii) Modern tachnologies and their possible amlimims

iii) The use of complementary indicators to achieve a more
satisfactory worklcad assigrment.

) Organizing country: Costa Rica, with support from Colambia,
Chile, the United States and Panama.

¢) Approximate date: fourth guarter of 1988.

26. The seminars listed below (topics 5 to 8) will for the most part be held
during 1989. The dates thereof will be confirmed at the forthooming meetings
of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIE.

Mneeummplmnd ﬂnfimtofﬂaese,cwganizedbyMco,will
be held in November 1987. The agenda has been put out by the organizing
ocountry. nnsmﬂiswtlhndbalqm.

i} Choice of methcds a:ﬂ

‘Two meetings are plarmed, the first of which, organized by the United
States will be held in February 1988. 'Iheagemahasbemp.lt by the
organizing cauntry. The second is outlined below:

a) Agenda

i) Data reading
ii) Guidelines for data cleaning. Autamatic cleaning and
attrilation
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iii) Creation of data banks
iv) Preparation of tabulations.

b) Organizing country: Panama, with the collaboration of Uruguay
and CEIADE.

c) Date: during 1989.

i) Use of data banks and creation of specific-purpose data

banks
ii) The use of geographically disaggregated data
iii) statistical secrecy and the use of census data. The level

of disaggregation of camputer files
iv) Publication and dissemination.
b) Organized by ECIAC and CEIADE, with the collaboration of Chile.

c) Date: during 1989.

i) Post-census evaluation
il) Use of mater samples
iii) publication of resuits.

b) Organizing country: Colambia, with the collaboration of the
tlniﬁ States, CEIADE and the United Nations Statistical
Oftice.

c) Date: during 1989.

27. Specific chservations were made when each topic was examined
individually, and the Chair was requested to place these on record in the
‘report. Thus, in respect of topic 1. vi) "Runding", a delegation requested
that, in the name of the Directors of Statistics of the region, the United
Nations be consulted as to the possibilities of fimancial support being

for the organization of censuses. FPurthermore, with regard to
topic 2. vi) "Bxperience of the use of short amd extensive schedules.

and drawbacks", another delegation pointed out that it was
essential that this topic be dealt with immediately, since a mmber of
countries were facing the need to take decisions thereupon. He also requested
that CEIADE should as soon as possible issue a publication setting out the
experience vhich exists in this respect in the region. In the same respect,
another delegation requested that this document should be sent well in advance
of the seminar in order to thus allow participants to prepare. In respect of

-
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topic 4, a clarification was requested as to whether item 1 included agpects
linked to the methodology for up-dating cartography; it was recammended that
the country responsible should give consideratiom to this precccupation. With
regard to topics 5 to 8, the remarks made bore upon the incorporation or
change of topics and the respective agendas have been collected.

omgarﬁzhgthesanimrswﬂlmceivefxmoﬂnrcamiesarﬂarganizatims a
mmber of these proposed to present working documents. Thus, CETADE will
present docments on topics 6 and 8; CIENES on topics 3, 6 and 7; the United
States on topic 8; the United Nations Statistical Office on topics 3 and 8 and

Uruguay on topic 6.

29. A mmber of delegations expressed their desire that the Seminar to be

held in the United States on topic 6, "Data processing by ocamputer: choice of
techinologies”, should not duplicate the subjects covered by the other seven

seminars, Itwusalsomqaestedt‘mttmtitleofthasminarbemmgadto
"Plamning for computer processing of census data". In this respect, the United
States delegate stated that every effort would be made to ensure that this was

the case, and, that, in the case of cartography, for example, which is a
subject which will be analysed at the seminar to be held in Costa
(topic 4), he will put forward an amendment to ensure the ccherence of

ve agerdas. He also stated that the respanses sent by the Directors of
Statistics to the School of Applied Statistics amd Computer Techniques
(ESAYLEC) will be taken into acoount.

30. The delegations expressed their wnanimous support for the draft project

presented by ECIAC to UNFFA for preliminary examination. They requested
the Secretariat of ECIAC should submit to the Fund a definitive version of the
project including the preliminary activities and the preliminary timetable
agreed upon at the meeting. It was also agreed that a request should be made
to the Chairman of the Parmanent Exscutive Oomnittee of CIE to inform the
Director of UNFPA of the unanimous support given to the project.

31, ‘Bndehatewim2ofﬂnaguﬂa relating to global features of
porulation and housing censuses requiring decisions at the level of Directors
of Statistics, continued with presentations by CEIATE on its activities in
camectimwiththewsocamxsmmd,asuauasmmleofﬂn
a;plicatimofdatafrmthepcpﬂatimmmedashwtsindrwirgup
policies at the sectoral level, and on the REDATAM system,

£

32. The Director of CEIADE stated that the Centre, mitsc‘apacityas
technical body of BCLAC in the field of population, is linked to statistical
activities in the region through the work it carries ocut with the national
users of statistical data. He highlighted his concern and interest with the
forthcaming 1990 censuses, an area in which CEIADE is prepared to collaborate
with ocountries, in close collaboration with other United Nations agencies.
Finally, he stressed the importance of housing and population censuses which,
albeit not the sole source of data, constitute cne of the most

samcesmtheco\mtriesoftheregim, in view of which they will be
essential for the population studies required in order to formmlate realistic

strategies and implement global, sectoral and regional develomment policies.
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33, A concrete example of the application of data from the population census
as demographic inputs for plamning in the health sector was then presented. It
was emphasized that the census made it possible to identify the population
benefiting fram health services, to locate it geographically, to formilate a
diagnosis (mortality, fertility rates, etc.) and to establish among others,
data such as the level of education ard type of dwelling. It was stressed that
vhile censuses should be simplified, they should not be simplistic, and that
the questions included on the questiomnaire should be of value to other
sectors of national life.

34. The latin American Demographic Centre (CEIADE) provided a demonstration
of the REDATAM system, which stores microdata from population and housing
censuses (or from surveys) in a microcomputer and allows users to cbtain
statistical tables for geographical areas of interest to them, The National
Institute of Statistics of Chile demonstrated the mamer in which this

had been used, in canjunction with the corresponding maps, in order to satisfy
the demand from a mumber of mmicipal councils and other users. In the course
of the presentation stress was laid on the facility with which REDATAM could
be used to define those areas which have to be constituted an the basis of
smaller zones such as blocks. At the same time, a brief review was given of
theusaofthemmusystmincostamca,mymard&jntnnia

35. During the debates mention was made of the need to preserve the
confidentiality of data, and alsc to extend their use. In addition, it was

of the information set at his disposal, since it is plamed to use sampling
techniques in the course of the 1990 censuses, which will clearly alter the
validity of the results. ‘The United States delegate said that his country
possessed a department in which users defined their specific areas of interest
and were given standardized tables. A mmber of delegates expressed their
interest in adopting this system, and the possibility of using it with data
from other sources was raised.

36. The concluding debates on the REDATAM system focused an the implications
of its use for the censuses of the 1990s, and stress was laid on the need to
plan for the provision of disaggregated data services during the preparatory
;tnsescftrncames.aweagajnmasismsplacedmtheimtmmof
possessing the appropriate cartography, if possible in camputerized form, and
camparable up to a determined level with previous censuses. A mmber of

delegates also raised the problems of quality control over data during the
collection phase, since errors have increasingly serious consequences as the
level of disaggregation of data increases.

37. The background information and results of the seminar-workshop on surveys
into household income and experxiture, held in San José, Costa Rica between 10
and 13 March 1987 were presented. The details of this are to be found in
Reference Document No. 12, The presentation underscored the broad
participation on the part of the goverrments of the region together with the
main results achieved, particularly in the field of measuring net income from
agricaltiral units, those produced by the activities of micro-enterprises, as
well as those received in kind and those from production for self-consumption
and self-supply.
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38. It was pointed out that experience in the region had revealed the
for a backp questicnnaire to reconstruct the production account in order
achieve a satisfactory measurement of the net income from agricultural uni
in households. Similar cbeervations were made in respect of the measurement
household income fram activities associated with micro-enterprises, which

of increasing importance in the region.

39. In respect of quantification of expenditure, it was acknowledged that
criterion most comonly adcpted was that of "acquired consusption®,

although campatible with the concept of national accounts, doas ot
information on all expenditure which ocorresponds to the definition of
corsunmption® for categories of graups and subgroups of goods and services.

Bakel

E?Es

= (im m ) bl L

40. 'The Secretariat of ECIAC presented the activities underway in the field
statistical . Particular reference was made to the

of camputerized
inception of the project ™ for the Development of Latin America and
the Caribbean®, Mﬂadbyﬂnmﬂtaﬂﬂaﬁasmvelm&ogmam) A
fairly detailed analysis of the background to this is to be found in the
doammtmtitled"nwtmthemtivitiesofthemterizedstatistiml
System Project™" (Reference Document No. 3), presented by the Secretariat. In
particular, it was mentioned that the project provides for the organization of
mwmmmmwas,umwmmmunmimwmm
in the use of oomuterized statistical systems, and for the
ir:stallatimofﬂaesystaminanmberofmltrisinﬂnregm

41. The Directors expressed their satisfaction at the inception of the
project's activities, and their particular interest that it should undertake
neww tasks in connection with the use of microcomputer gystems. In this
raspact they pointed aut that the rapid development of such equipment and of

the respective systems for statistical processing would campel computer
centres in the statistical institutes to adopt them, for reasons of cost and
to ensure the dissemination of the available statistical data.

42. msecretariatﬂmmtmtohighligtttﬂnmartmwidedbym
for this project, and wdertock to inform the agency of the interest expressed
by countries in the extension of its coverage of microoccsgputer activities. In
this respect, it should be mentionad that the secaxl phase of the project
nStatistical Computing Project" (SCP) in Burope has bequn to work in this
field, and it will oonsequently be possible to draw on the progress made
therein.

43. 1In respect of regiomal co-operation in the field of natiomal accounts,
the Secretariat of ECIAC first of all drewattmtimtotheactimmﬂarway
as part of the programme to review the SNA. He also mentioned the
vhich had either been held or were forthooming, and stressed the
ofﬂnmmriesofﬂnregimattaﬂm;thesmﬂaaimrmtha
topic, which is to be held next November in Santiago, Chile. He stated that
the meeting would provide countries with an opportunity to exgress their
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mmmmmﬁimﬁmmmmmmmmm
years, which will shortly be analysed by the editing comissions of
which will contain the new revised SNA.

44. With regard to this topic, a brief description was given of the main

%
:

mentioned, in particular those under way in Brazil, Guatemala and Venezuela.

45. The Argentine delegation provided a summary of the oconclusions of the
first regional workshop of technicians responsible for drawing up the consumer
price index, which was held in Buencs Aires from 19 to 22 May 1987, and which
was organized in conjunction with the National Institute of Statistics amd
Censuses (INDEC) of Argentina and IIO, with financial support from these
institutions and from WNDP. It was emphasized that 26 countries had
participated, 18 of which were from the region, together with a mmber of
international agencies amd representatives fram Italy, Spain and France.
Details are given in Reference Document No. 11.

46. As far as the conclusions of the regional workshop were concerned, it was
acknowledged that itemization of the CPI depended on the users to which the
comtry gave priority, and that there were differernces among the countries of
the region in respect of definitions of the reference population. A mmber of
suggestions were put foxrward for the treatment of seasonal goods, amd
attention was drawn to the disadvantage of the lack of flexibility of addusted
flows in the case of prices which were not seasonally adjusted. The importance
of weightings for goods and services being as detailed as possible was
acknowledged, and it was pointed out that in order to preserve the specific
nature of those which make up the basic shopping basket, it was desirable to
replace those which cease to be essential. The fundamental iwportance of
expenditure on own or rented housing, to which suitable weightings should be
given in calculating the CPI was stressed.

47. Emphasis was placed aon the utilization of sampling to prepare the index
in oxder to enswre its representativity from one revision to the next.
Finally, it was stated that it was desirable that rates of interest and other
variables which do not constitute the prices of goods and services should not
be taken into accoumt.

48. . The delegate of CIENES provided a description of the training activities
of his institution during the 1988-1989 period, details of which are to be
founrd in Reference Document No. 10. In this respect, he underscored the
importance of statistics for decision-making and for evaluating policies,
programes and projects bearing on the development of countries; it is for
ﬂnsmsmﬂntintenﬁtimalagemmsnmsmmtprogramsformeefforts
mde by the various countries to improve this discipline. He informed
delegates that wmore than eight thousand officials from almost all the
courrtries of the region had taken part in a large mmber of courses, seminars
and workshops organized by CIENES. He then went on to give a detailed review
of the training activities prograymed for the period in question, both at the
inter-American level and in the form of direct technical assistance to wmember

coartries, and also gave details of the financial assistance provided by
CIENES for participants in courses and seminars. Finally, he added that the
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doament submitted included data on the most pressing needs in respect of
statistical training, which had been provided by 18 countries in the region.

50. mimm,ﬂnmmﬁmmmtmmmm
of Statistice (INE) had been carrying permanent progragme of
m—opmtimwiththemmriesofmtinmimshmlws,&mm
anmual corses and two seminars, He also stated that at the baginning of
September 1987 a seminar on external trade statistics had been held in Mexico,
under the co-sponsarship of INE and ECIAC, Part of the funds had been
contributed by the Eurcpean BEconomic Comminity. He went on to provide a brief
review of the various activities in which his country had participated, and
sutadthatasamltofitsamryﬁﬁothanmnmmicmity
(EEC) it was hoped that increased funds would be available for training
activities, from Oammmnity sources. In this respect, he encowraged the
differmtmmriestomtpmssﬂnirmedsinﬂnstatistimlsﬁm,inwder
to facilitate examination of the possibilities of providing this type of
assistance in specific areas.

51. A report on technical co-cperation between intemational agencies in the
sphere of statistics, which had been jointly prepared by QAS and BECIAC, and
vhich appears in detail in Reference Document No. 5, was presented. With
mmmmmwmd&fmmotmmm
system, the Secretariat informed delegates that between 1983 and 1986
miumﬂmwpmhadﬁmasadwn%mﬂﬂatinmeamm
focus assistance on the spheres of demographic and social statistics, data
 processing and national acoount had emerged. It was clearly apparent that
Latin Amsrica and the Caribbean was the region which received the greatest
proportion o frmﬂnthitedﬂaticmsysta,in
capariscn with the assistance provided to other regions of the world.

52, With regard to the assistance provided by the World Bank in the sphere of
statistics, it was emphasized that this was generally part of the-loans
grantadtoq:eciﬁcswtors,arﬂaﬂyrepmsmtedamumtimofthe
total technical assistance assigned to a project. The process began with a
visiting mission, which made recommendations for the approval of a loan which
nightornigatmtﬁnhﬁeanitmforstatisticalassistame deperding on

the opinion formed as to the information existing in the sphere in which the
project was to take place,
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53. For its part, between 1580 and 1986 the Inter-American Development Bank
provided approximately USS$S1l.3 million worth of tedmical assistance
countries of latin Awmerica and the Caribbean in respect of projects
sphere of statistics. Of this amount, 60% corresponded to two
designed to prepare household surveys. The remainder was devoted to

By
hEg

(SIBCA) amd the latin American Integration Association (AIADI).

54, The delegate of QAS provided information on the present state of the
institution's furding for horizontal co~operation activities in support of the
Regicnal Programme for Population and Housing Censuses, in accordance with
resolution CIE/1l of the Inter-American Statistical OConference. He said that
the Ganeral Secretariat had included a specific sum for this purpose in the
1588-1989 Programme-Budget of the Organizatian, which would be administered by
CIENES. He also informed delegates that the Subcomission for the

of the Permanent Executive Comittee of the Inter-American

of the 1988-1989 draft Programme-Budget would take place during the General
Assembly of OAS, which is to be held in the United States at the beginning of
Novenber next. Finally, he said that the Ninth Inter-Awerican
Conference had entrusted the Permanent Executive Comnittee of CIE with
responsibility for orienting the Regional Programme, for defining its specific
activities, establishing priorities and managing complementary funds.

55. The delegate of the Board of the Cartagena Agreement provided a brief
review of the work carried out within the organization in the field of data.
In this respect, she drew particular attention to the form of organization
adopted in respect of the centralization of data of general use which was
shared in the relational data base system, and to the decentralization or
sharirg-mtoftlnpmcessimﬂmaof,tvm-lim access made available to

through personal ocomputers. She emphasized that this type of
o:ganizatimpthdesthedatamilablewithahighdagmeofm,mﬂ
reminded delegates that information originating from five comntries was
irvolved, relating to different fields of econcmic and social activity. she
also stated that redundant data was thereby avoided, as data was centrally
handled, up~dated and managed and made available to users without any danger
of its being lost or altered.

56. With regard to the method of collecting data, she highlighted the work
carried cut as part of the Subregional System of Statistical Information, the
Proqramme to Harmonize National Accounts as well as in the sphere of
doamentary informatics. After mentioning projects designed to reinforce and
improve the national production of statistics on agriculture and food, on
services and conjunctural statistics, which give precedence to methodological
research ard the exchange of experience as part of the programme of horizontal
co-operation, she amnounced the forthcaming initiation of an intra-subregiomal
network of data transmission.
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57. The Argentine delegate stated that his delegation had adopted
fundamental positions at the twenty-fourth session of the United MNations
Statistical Commission: the first of  these was its insistence that the
comtries of Iatin America be allowed to participate more filly in the
activities of the Commission through ECIAC; and the second emphasized the need
to devote constant attentfen to improving the quality of basic data. He also
ephasized that his delegation had proposed

Statistical Office takes the necessary steps to define the criteria which
shauld be taken into account by tlwse comtries which desire to arganize
integral vertical classifications.

58. Mareover, in cormection with the forthcaming meeting of the Working Group
of the Commission, to take place in October 1987, he put forward a

set of

tnpimtouhidanqenti:nattadmdvarrirqpriority, mﬂm.imgaset':ﬁin
as
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Reference Dooument No. 13. In this respect he reqnstedgovmto
mupoasibletheirvia@ommﬂnmim egation in order that
pu:asml:thmatthemeting Anmofdelegat:lmenmssadthair

the
international trade therein. Othetdelagaﬁwreqmmmtﬂntcpicctthe
methodologies necessary to satisfactorily measure econamic variables in
pericds of high inflation be incorporated.

Document No. 2, containing a detailed analysis of the topic. The topic
involved an examination both of the new methods of disseminating statistical
information in the economic and social field and of the changes which these
new methods may involve for the processes of campiling, storing and retrieving
data.

60. Emphasis was placed qn the analysis of three aspects. The first of these

‘concerned the chamnels of distribution, and for the purposes of

wvas grouped into: a) publicetions, microfiches, tapes and diaks; b) disks
ushglasertedmla;y,tﬂc)dimctmsystm,mﬂthapmibﬂityof
setting up "milti-media distribution" systems was suggested. The second aspect
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61. A number of iractmmﬂarscoredﬂnimorbameotthat@ic,arﬂraised
the possibility of drawing up co-ordinated policies at the regional level, in
order to facilitate the tasks of dissemination and achieve greater efficiency
in the use of rescaurces. They attached particular importance to the role which
BECIAC should play in this area, in view of the contacts which the institution
maintains with other agencies and working groups of the Organization which
work in close collaboration with the develcoped countries. The Secretariat of
ECIAC stated that it would as far as possible, a:ﬂinclasemnctimwith

62. It was also considered that nothing relating to the oconstruction amd
administration of data banks should be excluded from the areas of direct
interest of the national directors of statisticg, and it was recommended that
this topic be maintained on the agenda of future meetings in order to ensure
the necessary cantimity.

The topic of short-term indicators (RefemmDoa.mthou)m
mhndwithspacialmsismﬂnincreash-glyumentmadfortimly
statistics in order to respaxi to the considerable demand for information.
Similtanecusly, the delegates of the different countries were requested to
collabarate by answering a questicnnaire designed to draw up an inventory of

8

are subjected, another delegate proposed that means of deal with this
situation be discussed at the seminar. i3

65. The Argentine delegation stated that it was organizing a workshop on the
co~ordination of national statistics, to be held during the second quarter of
1988. In this respect, it stressed the need to consider the co-ordination of
the national statistical system as a permanent activity. He underlined the
need for countries to devote more attention to this aspect, since in recent
years it had become clear that a mmber of preoccapations and restrictions
vhich are of equal concern to the bodies responsible for official statistics

in the countries of the region needed to be analysed jointly in order to draw
the benefits of the exchange of experience.

66. The principal dbjectives of the workshop were to hring about an exchange
of experience between experts in the area of statistical co-ordination amd to
produce a set of recamendations designed to improve the mational statistical
gystem of each country. It was hoped that debates would focus on the following
topics: i) organization of the national statistical system; ii) identification
of the basic tools for statistical co-ordination; iii) use of oonceptual
framewcrks as means of co-ordinating and integrating statistics;
iv) statistical planning; v) intermational statistical co-ordination; and
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67. The representative of the United Nations Statistical oOffice (UNSO)

caveyed a message fram his Director, congratulating the Director Genmerals of
Statistics of the region, and ECIAC, for the regularity with which this type
of meeting had been held. He added that the agreements reached therein would
no doubt contribute to ensuring that the regicn's presence was increasingly
felt in the activities of the Statistical Comission and in the United Nations
statisticaJOfficeitself.mthmtOprwideahriefpresmt&timofﬂn
National Household Survey Capability Programme (NHSCP), and presented a
projected workshop, jointlywmadwithm,detailsotuhid:mgim
in Reference Document No. 25, "Taller de Trabajo schre Exrores No-Muestrales®.

Hastreasedthatthefowsofﬂnprognmemstoemarageﬂniﬂtml
integration of the national statistical system, in order that the programme of
household surveys should be ocamplementary to the other elements of the
statistical system, and, at the same time, constitute a means of harmonizing
canaptsmﬂvariablesfraqmﬂymedinannﬂ:erofsbatistimlimtmmts
(for example, the concepts of dwelling, household, members of household,

etc.). He also highlighted the need for co-ordination among the different
elements which make up the national statistical system, so as to avoid a
aplication of efforts and to utilize --in as far as possible— comon
infrastructure (master samples, sampling frames), above all in view of the
scarcity of rescurces in the region.

68. The representative of the Regional Project for the Integral Treatment of
Poverty (RLA/86/004) of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) gave a
sumnary of a mmber of world economic events which had sparked off the present
crisis, and on which statistical research had consequently focused its
attention. However, he obssrved that, paradoxically, insufficient attention
had been directed towards the collection of those social indicators which
would make it possible to identify the very essence of the crisis, which is
critical poverty. Oonsequently, he stressed that in view of this, the fourth

programing cycle of UNDP had selected, among other areas of priority, that of
critical poverty.

69. The central cbjective of the project, he added, was to foment the design
ofnatianlpmgramestodaalwithpamty a task which recuired a vast
amunt of information. The project is being joimtly carried out by the
Goverments of Argentina, Bolivia, Oolambia, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua,
m,m,mmyaﬁvma Ea:adorisatpmsatdeﬁni:qits
activities, vwhile Cuba and Monduras are in the process of incorporation. ECIAC
is oollaborating in the dafinition of the characteristics of poverty. .

70. He indicated that the creation of an integrated system of statistics and
allied social and econamic indicators of permanent nature constituted a major
proportion of the project's cbjectives. In this respect, he cbserved that
although specific types of social statistics exist, they in general only
provide partial coverage, as well as being oconsiderably out-of-date and
extremely discontimuous, which makes it materially impossible to follow up the
deterioration or improvement of living conditions,

?1 mrirgtlndebateparticipantse:qxessedﬂxejraatisfwtimthat,inits

irst stage, the project had allocated funds for both national agencies
specializadinmﬂmrymﬂderivadstatisticsaswllasfmtmmited
Nations Regional Cammission, with a view to supporting the tasks of preparing
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crisis. The delegates fram the countries also agreed to request the president
of the Permanent Executive Committee of CIE to inform the administrator of

UNDP of these viewpoints.

72. The Unxuayan delegation presented the topic of econamic censuses and
registers of econamic units. The details of their presentation are to be famd
in Reference Document No. 15.

73. The delegation then stated that the areas which had to be considered in a
programme of work were the following: i) the relationship between econamic
cansusas and the system of econcmic statistics; ii) the cbjectives of econcmic

censuses; ili) the scope and coverage of economic censuses; iv) methods and
strategies for gathering information; v) basic information for arganizing and
field work: vi) the phases of econdmic censuses; and

vil) registers of econcmic activities and sampling frames.

74. Since econamic censuses have neither achieved the necessary dissemination
or cantimiity within the region, a fact which has made it impossible to take
full advantage of experience, the delegation proposed a programme of work
which provides for the organization of an evaluation workshop, the
establishment of a Technical Commission and the inclusion of a selected set of
topics in the programmes of work of the internmational technical assistance

-

75. A mmber of delegations expressed their satisfaction with the work
presented, and after adding a mmber of commentaries on the experience of
their respective countries expressed their support for the proposals., For its
part, the Uruguayan delegation offered to organize a Workshop on the
Evaluation of Economic Censuses during the second semester of 1988.

76. Finally, a mmber of glcbal cbservations were made in relation to
horizontal co-operation between the countries of the region. The Canadian
delegate gave a review of the ciraumstances which had led to the organization
of this meeting of Directors of Statistics at ECIAC headquarters. He expressed
his satisfaction with the success of the meeting, which, in his opinion, had
been of a higher level, in both technical and organization terms, than thoee
which had been held during the ten previous years. He expressed his confidence
that, through the collaboration between intermational agencies such as ECIAC,
QaS and IASI, it would be possible to preserve the level achieved, and that
the Cammission would in the future be able to arganize a similar meeting.

77. The Spanish delegation stated that the possibilities for technical

co~operation had expanded with its country's entry into the Burcopean Econamic
Commnity (EEC). It stated that Spain had so far co-cperated with the region
an the basis of its awn resources, and that its new connection with the EEC

would facilitate a broader and deeper co~operation.
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78. He oonsequently invited the Directors present to indicate their interests
and requirements in the field of technical co-operation, first of all in the
broadest sense, in respect of the major areas of action, and later, in respect
of concrete aspects in which collaboration could be provided by European, and

79.macoamtotﬂnparticipatimofﬂme1rstituteformuo—mﬁmn
Co—cperation (ICA) in funding the technical oo-operation prograame, he
indicated that it would be highly advisable for countries to submit requests
MMW&MJOMW«BMWMM
and the Govermment of Spain. This would facilitate a full
iuporbameofﬂ;eirneeds,alﬂpmaofglobalbeneﬁtwiﬂ:mgardtoﬂn
finds devoted to such programmes.

80. The Directors of Statistics of the Americas agreed to place on record
their gratitude to ECIAC for the efficient preparation of dooments and
activities as well as for the organization and secretariat of the meeting, and
expressed their satisfaction with the results of the event. They also thanked
the representatives of the United Nations Statistical oOffice, CEIALE, Qas,
IASI, IO, JUNAC, CIENES and UNDP for their contribution to the meeting's
success,
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