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REPORT OF THE HIGH LEVEL FOLLOW -UP M EETING TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEM BLY 60th SESSION 2005 W ORLD SUMMIT

STRENGTHENING SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: THE WAY FORWARD FOR CARIBBEAN SIDS

Introduction

The Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Subregional 
Headquarters for the Caribbean, secretariat of the Caribbean Development and Cooperation 
Committee (CDCC), convened a High Level Follow-up Meeting to the United Nations General 
Assembly 60th Session 2005 World Summit-Strengthening Social Development: The Way 
Forward for Caribbean SIDS, in Port of Spain, Trinidad, on 13 October 2005.

The meeting sought to provide an opportunity for experts in the field of social 
development in the Caribbean subregion to consider strategic actions that could be recommended 
to advance the intentions of the Summit at the subregional and national levels. This was in 
keeping with the mandate given to ECLAC by the 2005 World Summit Outcome (A/60/L.1) as 
stated in paragraph 155:

“a) to Promote global dialogue and partnership on global policies and trends in the 
economic, social, environmental and humanitarian fields. For this purpose the Council 
should serve as a quality platform for high-level engagement among member States and 
with the international financial institutions, the private sector and civil society on 
emerging global trends, policies and action and develop its ability to respond better and 
more rapidly to development in the international economic, environmental and social 
fields”;

and in

“c) to ensure follow-up of the outcomes of the major United Nations conferences and 
summits, including the internationally agreed development goals, and hold annual 
ministerial-level substantive reviews to assess progress, drawing on its functional and 
regional commissions and other international institutions, in accordance with their 
respective mandates.”

Thirty participants from six CDCC member countries were present, namely: Antigua and 
Barbuda, Barbados, Jamaica, St. Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago, and Suriname. In 
attendance at the meeting were a number of ministers with responsiblity for social development, 
ambassadors and representatives of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), Caribbean 
Development Bank (CDB) and United Nations agencies. The list of participants of the meeting 
is attached as Annex I.

The meeting followed the agenda as detailed below:

1. Welcome and opening remarks
2. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
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3. Review of the outcome document of the United Nations General Assembly 60th 
Session 2005 World Summit, September 2005

4. Recommendations for subregional and/or national level strategies
5. Closure
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Mr. Neil Pierre, Director of the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean, 
welcomed the participants to the meeting. He reminded all present of the full participation of 
world leaders at the 2005 World Summit, held in New York on 14-15 September 2005, and the 
Caribbean governments’ contribution to the Outcome Document. He suggested that the Summit 
was an opportunity for governments to reaffirm the vital role played by conferences and summits 
in shaping a broad development vision for the world.

He indicated that although such a meeting was included as part of the work programme 
of ECLAC, its timing was selected so as to build on the momentum generated by the recently 
concluded Summit. Mr. Pierre thanked the ministers, ambassadors, heads of United Nations 
agencies, and other experts present for demonstrating their commitment by their presence, to the 
task of advancing the social and sustainable development goals of Caribbean (SIDS) in keeping 
with the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Participants were assured by Mr. Pierre that 
the output of the meeting: the framework for advancing the social and sustainable development 
goals of Caribbean SIDS - in keeping with the MDGs, would be brought before the CDCC 
meeting scheduled for January 2006 for consideration and action.

Ambassador Byron Blake, in his capacity of lead negotiator on behalf of the Government 
of Jamaica, which was Chair of the Group of 77, was invited to deliver special opening remarks. 
He reminded participants that the results of the High level Summit had to be moved to the 
implementation stage and he congratulated ECLAC for convening this meeting which should act 
as a catalyst to that process. He highlighted a number of the outcomes of the Summit which he 
viewed as important for the Caribbean.

Significant among them was the recognition that developing countries required ‘policy 
space’ to be able to achieve the MDGs as each developing country had differing challenges and, 
as such, the policies to address these challenges would need to be different. He, therefore, 
expressed pleasure in the agreement by the Summit that the programme of Action for the 
sustainable development of SIDS ought to be implemented. Ambassador Blake asserted that in 
pursuing the development agenda, developing countries should adopt two strategies:

(a) A defensive strategy -  to ensure that development was kept on track and that there 
was no roll-back with respect to goals already achieved; and

(b) An offensive strategy -  to push forward so as to meet new objectives.

He urged all countries to establish and implement comprehensive strategies for achieving 
the MDGs by 2006, and suggested that there needed to be a subregional framework for 
implementation for the Caribbean, since each country, by itself would not be able to achieve the 
goals of the MDGs.

He reminded participants that the issue of financial resources had dogged all the summits. 
However, it was anticipated that Official Development Assistance (ODA) would be doubled by

Agenda item 1:
Welcome and opening remarks
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2010, since the developed countries, with little exception, had agreed to contribute 7 per cent of 
their national income to ODA.

He concluded that there must be comprehensive treatment of debt, not only for the 
highly indebted poor countries (HIPCs), but also for the low-income and middle-income 
countries; and that the Caribbean was in a peculiar situation, since some of the countries were 
too rich to receive aid, and too small to attract private investment. It was therefore important, he 
reiterated, for the Caribbean to develop its comprehensive strategy for the implementation of the 
MDGs urgently.

Agenda item 2: 
Adoption of agenda and organization of work

The meeting adopted the agenda as presented and agreed to open the floor for a 
roundtable discussion following presentations on the outcome document of the UNGASS 2005 
World Summit. In order to meet the task of agenda item five, it was agreed that three working 
groups would be formed to deliberate on recommendations for strategic interventions.

Agenda Item 3:
Review of the outcome document of the United Nations General Assembly 

60th Session 2005 W orld Summit, September 2005

ECLAC presented an overview of the outcome document of the 2005 World Summit, 
“Strengthening Social Development: The Way Forward for Caribbean SIDS” . The presentation 
sought to focus attention on those aspects of the outcome document dealing directly with the 
issues of poverty reduction and sustainable development. The presentation highlighted specific 
issues for consideration that could form the basis for strategic interventions to advance the 
achievement of the development goals at the subregional or national level.

In regard to the recommendation that governments take quick impact initiatives, the 
presentation highlighted the possibility of the expansion of school feeding programmes using 
home-grown foods, where possible, and the elimination of user fees for primary education and 
for health-care services, if  those still applied, as possible actions for consideration.

Where rural and agricultural development was concerned the issue of food security was 
highlighted. This was advanced based on data pointing to food scarcity issues following the 
devastation caused by Hurricane Ivan to Grenada’s agricultural production and more particularly 
its food production capacity for domestic consumption.

As an approach to addressing poverty eradication, the recommendations regarding 
employment creation particularly to make the goals of full and productive employment and 
decent work for all, including for women and young people, a central objective of national 
policies were highlighted. This, particularly in light of research which indicated that the 
unemployment problem in the Caribbean was predominantly a youth phenomenon and the 
unemployment rate for young females was higher than that of their male counterparts for most 
countries in the subregion.
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In regard to issues of sustainable development, paragraph 55 (c) was highlighted in which 
the global community committed to taking further action to ‘assist countries to improve their 
resilience and integrate adaptation goals into their sustainable development strategies’. It was 
suggested that for Caribbean SIDS, this matter was not of little significance in light of their 
vulnerability to natural disasters. It was further indicated that in paragraph 66 countries agreed to 
take ‘concrete action to address the special needs and vulnerabilities of SIDS through the full and 
effective implementation of the Mauritius Strategy adopted by the International Meeting’.

In regard to gender equality and the empowerment of women, focus was given to the 
recommendation for the achievement of universal access to reproductive health by 2015 and the 
elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against women and the girl child.

The representative of the CARICOM Secretariat was invited to address the Summit 
outcomes. She spoke to the “Brief for CARICOM Delegations attending the United Nations 
High Level Plenary Meeting (the World Summit)” and posited that the establishment of the 
Caribbean Single Market and Economy (CSME) was critical to the region’s achievement of its 
commitment to sustainable development. The briefing document identified three key issues that 
were the platform for CARICOM’s intervention in the High Level Plenary and, therefore, were 
recommended for consideration to the experts in attendance at the meeting. These were to:

(a) Ensure access to adequate levels of ODA during the 2005-2009 MDG schedule to 
finance strategic infrastructural requirements to ensure sustainable development and 
competitiveness;

(b) Re-enforce the importance of appropriate development-oriented trading arrangements 
that allowed CARICOM States to build capacity and secure access to markets for goods and 
services produced within the Community;

(c) Support gender equality and sexual and reproductive rights both of which were 
integral to poverty reduction strategies and would complement the existing and proposed new 
initiatives of the social sector.

The representative of CARICOM identified a number of the critical social issues and 
challenges facing the region. These included the role of education in poverty alleviation; the 
concerns of gender stereotyping in the school curriculum; violence in schools; and male 
underachievement. In regard to the rights of children, it was suggested that special regard 
ought to be paid to issues such as children at risk to physical and sexual abuse; substance abuse; 
infant mortality; child maintenance; trafficking in children; and the early sexual initiation of 
young persons, particularly in light of the Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired 
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (HIV/AIDS) pandemic. Where youth were concerned, the 
creation of productive employment was an issue, since the evidence suggested that youth were 
facing an era of jobless growth.
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She concluded by reminding participants that although much had been accomplished in 
the subregion where improved social statistics were concerned, there was still room for the 
building of capacities in data systems to better monitor the achievement of the MDGs.

The Director of the ECLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean invited 
participants to take part in a roundtable discussion and opened the discussion by appraising the 
meeting of the outcome of the recently concluded Caribbean Regional Meeting as follow-up to 
Implementation of the Mauritius Strategy, held in St. Kitts and Nevis, on 5-7 October 2005. He 
presented outcomes of the meeting which he considered to be relevant to the discussions 
underway and reported that the meeting had agreed to explore the possibility of developing a 
knowledge management system for the Caribbean, which would include the Caribbean Diaspora 
and which would seek to develop a science and technology policy framework for the Caribbean. 
The meeting also concluded that efforts would be made to mainstream sustainable development 
into development planning and most importantly would seek to develop a coordination 
mechanism at two levels: (a) political or policy level; and (b) technical level.

He stated that efforts would be made to institute a core group comprising selected 
representatives from regional institutions, the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS) 
member States, the Non-Independent Caribbean Countries (NICCS), and the continent-based 
Caribbean countries: Guyana and Suriname. This core group would have responsibility for the 
development of an implementation plan for the region. He reported that the meeting had agreed 
that the CDCC would be the best placed institution to oversee this political role. At the 
upcoming CDCC meeting scheduled for January 2005, endorsement of this proposal would be 
considered.

The representative of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) was 
invited to speak to the report of the Task Force on Gender and Poverty, entitled “Gender and the 
Millennium Development Goals: More specific Targets and Indicators for the Caribbean”. She 
identified a number of issues which required attention if the goal of gender equality was to be 
achieved. She brought to the meeting’s attention selected recommendations made by the Task 
Force. Key among them was a call to provide teachers with the necessary skills that would 
enable them to develop methodologies that would address the learning differences between boys 
and girls. Understanding the construction of masculinity, the Task Force recommended, could 
enable better design of programmes that could reduce the drop-out rates of boys and encourage 
fathers to participate in the education of their children. Finally she suggested that from a 
subregional perspective, there was need for assistance to be provided to Haiti, to enable that 
country to meet the MDGs with particular relevance to the universal access to education.

Arising out of the presentation made by ECLAC and CARICOM and taking cognizance 
of the issues raised by the Director of ECLAC a number of issues were then raised. Among 
them was the recognition that a regional approach to social development was essential. There 
were calls to ensure that the benefits derived from the adoption of the CSME were felt in the 
social arena and it was suggested that this could be achieved through the harmonization of 
legislation and other social protection measures across the subregion.
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Another area which received widespread support among participants, was the importance 
of strengthening the communication processes to ensure that persons at all levels throughout the 
region were sensitized to the MDGs and provided with opportunities to give and receive 
feedback about their concerns. One expert suggested that those responsible might not be 
communicating effectively with the people to whom development really mattered. It was 
suggested that, increasingly, globalization processes caused some groups of people to be left 
behind and therefore the Caribbean would be wise to increase and make meaningful its 
interactions with the Non Governmental Organizations and members of civil society. It was also 
felt that intragovernmental communication was not as good as it could be, thus not reaping the 
benefits which could redound from high levels of coherence in social programme design and 
delivery.

Education was an area of widespread concern. Although access to primary and secondary 
schools were not considered as unmet needs, the view was expressed that enhancing the quality 
of the education being received was an essential component of Caribbean development. It was 
agreed that taking cognizance of the gender differences within the education system brought 
about by socialization could reduce the drop-out rates of boys and improve their performance in 
the school system. Further, provision of access to tertiary education, coupled with the creation of 
opportunities in areas such as research and development, was proferred as interventions which 
could serve to reduce the brain drain.

The issue of the conduct and management of data collection, processing and analysis was 
viewed as important if  proper monitoring of the MDGs was to occur. Strengthening skills in 
evidence based planning and programming in the social sector was viewed as a requirement by 
the experts in attendance. As well, it was agreed that the requisite resources, human, technical 
and financial, needed to be allocated to build capacity for data collection and analysis and for 
successful implementation of the MDGs.

In the area of gender equity the meeting was reminded that the needs of the girl child still 
required addressing, particularly in regard to reducing early initiation into sexual activity; the 
right to return to school after pregnancy so as to enable the breaking of the cycle of poverty; and 
the inadequacy of child care services which caused girl children to be kept at home to provide 
child care to younger siblings. The meeting was reminded not to alienate boys as attempts were 
made to treat with the problems of girls. In that regard, one expert shared an initiative that was 
aimed at strengthening the skills of men to accept the role of mentor to younger men and young 
fathers in particular. It was also agreed that social protection was required to support families in 
crisis.

It was drawn to the meeting’s attention that despite the fact that many of the countries in 
the Caribbean subregion were classified as middle income countries, there were persistent 
pockets of poverty, severe hunger and malnutrition. In light of these concerns, the issue of food 
security was identified as one which the region had to address. Participants noted that without 
proper nutrition the learning capacities of children could be reduced, thus hindering or delaying 
the regions efforts at improving its human resource base. Because the region was constantly 
threatened by natural disasters, food security issues needed also to be placed higher on the 
agenda, to reduce the negative effects following a disaster.
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The roundtable discussion concluded that implementation of the MDGs was a critical 
challenge which the subregion had to face. The meeting was advised by Ambassador Blake that 
success in developing a strategic plan for implementation of the MDGs could result in attracting 
resources.

Agenda Item 4:
Recommendations for subregional and/or national level strategies

The participants were divided into three working groups to consider Conference Paper 1 
“Scaling up the Caribbean’s response to social development goals -  Challenges identified from 
selected speeches of Heads of State in attendance at the 60th UNGASS 14 - 15 September 2005” 
and Conference Paper 2 , “Social Development Matrix -  Framework (5 year) for advancing the 
Social and Sustainable Development Goals of Caribbean SIDS in keeping with the MDGs” and 
to make recommendations on strategic interventions that could take place at the subregional or 
national level to advance the agreements which were made at the 2005 World Summit. 
Conference papers are attached in Annex II.

Following their deliberations, participants reconvened in plenary. The reports of the 
working groups identified a number of strategic interventions.

Among the issues identified for addressing at the subregional level were: the informal 
sector, vulnerability of small States, science and technology policies and transnational crime. In 
regard to the informal sector, additional research was recommended which could result in 
recommended policy for improved market access, better social protection and strategies for 
enhanced micro financing. Strategies that could support access to new development resources 
and strengthen the empirical evidence around the economic, social and environmental 
vulnerability of SIDS, thus increasing their capacity to address the building of resilience, were 
considered to be of an urgent nature and warranted continued investigation at the subregional 
level. Interventions which promoted a culture of innovation and research and supported 
advances in science and technology targeted at the productive sector were considered essential 
for development and, in order to achieve the benefits of economies of scale, should be addressed 
at the subregional level. The meeting also expressed the view that addressing the threats to 
social cohesion caused by transnational crime and fuelled by the illicit drug trade required 
intervention at the subregional level. Identified among such strategies were increased research on 
the causes and consequences of crime, including its financial cost, improved data collection on 
crime and the strengthening of the judicial system.

At the national level, recommendations were made concerning the need for the 
development of localized hazard mitigation and disaster plans; scaled up response to the 
HIV/AIDS crisis involving prevention, treatment and care; deepened response to strengthening 
the human resource base through improved early childhood education; sharing of best practices 
in improving computer literacy at the community level; and strengthening statistical capacities to 
monitor the MDGs.
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The meeting received a proposal for the convening of a subregional meeting in the first 
quarter of 2006, which was warmly received. Such a meeting, it was suggested, could focus its 
attention on issues such as the social aspects of meeting the CSME; the harmonization of social 
protection initiatives for the Caribbean; and the impact of debt servicing on Caribbean SIDS on 
their actions to achieve the MDGs.

Agenda item 5: 
Closure

The meeting agreed on the following:

1. That a completed Social Development Matrix would be available for 
consideration early in the new year;

2. That the Social Development Matrix may act as a guide for countries in 
fulfilling their resolve at the 2005 Summit , to adopt, by 2006, and implement, 
comprehensive national development strategies to achieve the internationally 
agreed development goals and objectives, including the Millennium Development 
Goals;

3. That the matrix would be presented to governments at the next scheduled CDCC 
meeting to be held in January 2006;

4. That ECLAC would work with development partners in the subregion to make the 
recommended meeting of ministers with responsibility for social transformation 
and social development a reality.

The Director of ECLAC, in bringing the meeting to a close, thanked the participants for 
their attendance and valuable contributions.

The meeting formally closed with participants exchanging the usual courtesies.
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The Honourable Hilson Baptiste, Minister of Housing, Culture and Social Transformation, 
Ministry of Housing, Culture and Social Transformation, Dickenson Bay Street and Popeshead 
Street, St. John’s, Antigua and Barbuda. Tel: 268-562-5147; Fax: 268-562-5389; E-mail: 
Hilson.Baptiste@ab.gov.ag

Sandra Baptiste Caruth, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 3A Chancery Lane, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-623-7056; Fax: 868-623-1658 ; E-Mail:
sandra.baptiste.caruth@undp.org.tt

Claire Bernard, Director, Sustainable Development and Regional Planning Division, Planning 
Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ), 10-16 Grenada Way, P. O. Box 634, Kingston 5, Jamaica. Tel:876- 
906-4464 Ext. 4306 ; Fax: 876-906-4651; E-mail: Claire Bernard@pioj.gov.jm

Ruth Blackman, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Transformation, Nicholas 
House, Parry Street, Bridgetown, Barbados. Tel: 246-228-5975; Fax: 246-228-5979; E-mail: 
ps-mst@caribsurf.com

His Excellency, Ambassador Byron Blake, Permanent Mission of Jamaica to the United Nations, 
767 Third Avenue, 48th Street, 9th Floor, Manhattan, New York 10017, USA. Tel: 212-935­
7509; cell: 646-269-5693; Fax: 212-935-7607; E-Mail: cdrblake@yahoo.co.uk

Hyacinth Blake, Policy Development Officer II, Ministry of Social Development, Ansa Mcal 
Building, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-625-9221; Fax: 868-627-9879; E-Mail: 
blakeh@msd.gov.tt

Joy Brathwaite, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 3A Chancery Lane, Port of 
Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-623-7056; Fax: 868-623-1658 ; E-Mail:
joy.brathwaite@undp.org.tt

Roberta Clarke, Regional Programme Director, UNIFEM, UN House, Hastings, Christ Church, 
Barbados. Tel: 246-467-6126; Email: Roberta.Clarke@undp.org

Inyang Ebong-Harstrup, Resident Representative, United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), 3A Chancery Lane, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-623-7056; Fax: 
868-623-1658 ; E-Mail: inyang.ebong.harstrup@undp.org.tt

Margaret Farray, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Development, Ansa Mcal Building, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-625-9227; Fax: 868-627-9879; E-Mail:
psf@msd.gov.tt

Janil Greenaway, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Antigua and Barbuda to the United Nations, 
610 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10020, USA. Tel: 212-541-4117; Fax: 212-757-1607; E­
Mail: igreenaway@un.int
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Her Excellency Rosalyn E. Hazelle, Ambassador Plenipotentiary, Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce, Government of St. Kitts and Nevis, P.O Box 186; Church Street, Basseterre, St. 
Kitts. Tel: 869-466-4106; Fax: 869-465-1778; E-mail: rhazelle@yahoo.com

Lynette Joseph-Brown, Social Research Consultant, 23 Warner Street, St. Augustine, Trinidad 
and Tobago. Tel: 868-645-3876 ; Fax:: 868-663-0639 ; E-Mail:
lynette.josephbrown@gmail.com

Halima-Sa'adia Kassim, Deputy Programme Manager, Caribbean Community Development, 
Gender Affairs, CARICOM Secretariat, Turkey en, Greater Georgetown, Guyana. Tel: 592­
.222-0001 Ext. 2710; Fax: 592-222-0171; E-Mail: hkassim@caricom.org

The Honourable Hamilton Lashley, Minister of Social Transformation, Ministry of Social 
Transformation, Nicholas House, Parry Street, Bridgetown, Barbados. Tel: 246-431-0617 ; Fax: 
246-228-5979; E-mail: socialtransformation@caribsurf.com

Deodat Maharaj, Chief, Caribbean Surf, Caribbean Sub-Regional Resource Facility, #3 Chancery 
Lane, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-623-7056; Fax: 623-5940; E-mail:
dmaharaj@surf.undp.org.tt

Juliet Melville, Chief Research Economist, Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), Wildey, St. 
Michael, Barbados. Tel: 246- 431-1915; Fax: 246-228-6144; E-Mail: melvilj@caribank.org.

Arlene Mc Comie, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Social Development, Duke and St. Vincent 
Streets, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-627-4894 ; Fax:: 868-623-3717; E-Mail: 
amccomie@ssd.gov.tt

Mary B. Read, Deputy Director, Officer-in-Charge, ILO, 6 Stanmore Avenue, Port of Spain, 
Trinidad. Tel: 868-623-7704 or 7178; Fax: 868-627-8978; Email: read@ilo.org or
read@ilocarib.org.tt

Ms. Maria Ribeiro, Representative, UNICEF Guyana, P.O. Box 10960, 72 Brickdam,
Georgetown, Guyana. Tel: ; Fax: 592-226-5894 ; E-Mail : mribeiro@unicef.org

Iselé Robinson, Research Specialist, Ministry of Social Development, 45A-A St. Vincent Street, 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-627-6723 ; Cell: 868-789-7874; Fax: 868-625­
5515 ; E-Mail: irobinson@ssd.gov.tt

Nancy Robinson, UNICEF, Senior Policy Advisor for the Caribbean, United Nations House, 3 
Chancery Lane, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext. 261; Fax: 623­
1658; E-Mail: nancy.robinson@undp.org.tt

His Excellency, The Honourable Hendrik Secrat Setrowidjojo, Minister of Social Affairs and 
Public Housing, Ministry of Social Affairs and Public Housing, Waterkant No. 30-32, 
Paramaribo, Suriname. Tel: 597-472-340 ; Fax: 597-470-516 ; E-Mail: soza@sr.net

Godfrey St. Bernard, Fellow, Sir Arthur Lewis Institute for Social and Economic Studies
(SALISES), University of the West Indies, St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868­
662-2002 Ext. 2148, Fax: 868-645-6329; E-Mail: gstbiser@tstt.net.tt
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Neil Pierre, Director, 1 Chancery Lane, Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. Tel: 868-623­
5595; Fax: 868-623-8485; E-Mail: Neil.PIERRE@eclac.org

Rudolf Buitelaar, Senior Economist. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext 2316; Fax: 868-623-8485; E-Mail: 
Rudolf.BUITELAAR@eclac.org

Sandra John, Chief, Knowledge Management Centre. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext 2102; Fax: 868­
623-8485; E-Mail: Sandra.JOHN@eclac.org

Asha Kambon, Social Affairs Officer. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext 2221; Fax: 868-623-8485; E­
Mail: Asha.KAMBON@eclac.org

Gaietry Pargass, Social Affairs Officer. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext. 2222; Fax: 868-623-8485; E­
Mail: Gaietry.PARGASS@eclac.org

Karoline Schmid, Population Affairs Officer. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext 2223; Fax: 868-623­
8485; E-Mail: Karoline.SCHMID@eclac.org

Sheila Stuart, Social Affairs Officer. Tel: 868-623-5595 Ext. 2217; Fax: 868-623-8485; E­
Mail: Sheila.STUART@eclac.org

ECLAC
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Annex II
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U N IT E D  N A T IO N S  G E N E R A L  A SSEM BLY  60T H  S E S SIO N  2005 W O R LD  S U M M IT  
S T R E N G T H E N IN G  S O C IA L  D E V E L O P M E N T :T H E  W A Y  FO R W A R D  F O R  C A R IB B E A N  S ID S
PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 13 OCTOBER 2005

E C L H C

SO C /2005/1 
12 October 2005 
ORIGINAL: EN GLISH

SCALING UP THE CARIBBEAN’S RESPONSE TO SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT GOALS - 
CHALLENGES IDENTIFIED FROM SELECTED SPEECHES OF HEADS OF STATE 

IN ATTENDANCE AT THE 60th UNGASS, 14-15 SEPTEMBER 2005
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CHALLENGES D O C U M E N T / SPEECH PROPOSED STRATEGIC 
R ESPO N SE/A C TIO N

Threat to Social cohesion from trans-national crime; illicit 
drugs and H IV /A ID S

Transnational threats such as narco-trafficking, arms 
smuggling, money laundering and terrorism

Socio Econom ic threat from H IV /A ID S

H on Ram Goolam, President o f  Mauritius, on 
behalf o f  SIDS

H on Baldwin Spencer, Prime Minister o f  Antigua 
and Barbuda

H on Baldwin Spencer, Prime Minister o f  Antigua 
and Barbuda

Susceptibility to natural disasters; weak risk management 
planning; lack o f  building codes; access to insurance;

Vulnerability o f  coastal regions to natural disasters 

Vulnerability to natural Disasters

Vulnerability to natural disaster

H on Ram Goolam, President o f  Mauritius, on 
behalf o f  SIDS

H on O wen Arthur, Prime Minister o f  Barbados

H on Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister o f  St. Kitts and 
Nevis on behalf o f  CARICOM

H on Baldwin Spencer
Prime minister o f  Antigua and Barbuda

Stop poor people from being poor H on Owen Arthur, Prime Minister o f  Barbados

Address the equity gap

Address the human development gap

Safeguard social progress already achieved

H on Owen Arthur, Prime Minister o f  Barbados

H on Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister o f  St. Kitts and 
Nevis on behalf o f  CARICOM

H on Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister o f  St. Kitts and 
Nevis on behalf o f  CARICOM
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C H A L L E N G E S D O C U M E N T /S P E E C H P R O P O S E D  STR A TE G IC  
R E S P O N S E /A C T IO N

Strengthen the Hum an Resource base

Capacity building in information and communications 
technology

H on Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister o f  St. Kitts and 
Nevis on behalf o f  CARICOM

H on Baldwin Spencer
Prime Minister o f  Antigua and Barbuda

Supporting our neighbours in time o f  distress H on Baldwin Spencer, Prime Minister o f  Antigua and 
Barbuda
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Annex III

H IG H  L E V E L  F O L L O W -U P  M E E T IN G  T O  T H E
U N IT E D  N A T IO N S  G E N E R A L  A SSEM BLY  60T H  S E S SIO N  2005 W O R LD  S U M M IT  
S T R E N G T H E N IN G S O C IA L  D E V E L O P M E N T T H E  W A Y  FO R W A R D  F O R  C A R IB B E A N  S ID S
PORT OF PORT OF SPAIN, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 13 OCTOBER 2005

E C L R C

SO C /2005/2  
12 October 2005 
ORIGINAL: EN GLISH

S o c ia l  D e v e lo p m e n t  M a tr ix  
F r a m e w o r k  ( 5 y e a r )  fo r  a d v a n c in g  th e  S o c ia l  a n d  S u s ta in a b le  D e v e lo p m e n t  G o a ls  o f

C a rib b ea n  S I D S  in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  M D G s
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G U ID E

ISSUE RECOMMENDATION NATIONAL LEVEL 
RESPONSE

SUBREGIONAL
RESPONSE

RECOMMENDED AGENCY PERIOD FOR ACTION
SHORT
TERM
(1-2)

MEDIUM
TERM
(3-5)

People working in the 
Informal Sector

Research to better understand the 
informal sector in Caribbean so 
that better policies can be 
formulated to address the situation 
of persons working in those 
sectors

Begin collection of data on 
the informal economy

Selected country study ECLAC in collaboration with 
ILO

X

Children in poverty Utilise information arising out of 
the mics surveys for policy 
initiatives

Selected countries are 
embarking on the mics 
surveys

Disseminate information UNICEF
ECLAC

Tracking of MDGs Support the strengthening of 
NSOs

Govt support NSOs Provide Technical 
Assistance

CARICOM
UNDP
ECLAC

x x

Youth at risk Undertake qualitative and 
quantitative research to better 
understand the causes and 
dimensions of youth 
marginalization

ECLAC
UWI
UNICEF

Social Issues arising from 
CSME

Monitoring social trends in light of 
CSME

Government support the 
collection of data

Technical assistance CARICOM
ECLAC

X

Tracking Poverty Reduction Increase support for NSOs Government continued 
committtment

Harmonisation of tools CARICOM
CDB
ECLAC
UWI

Reducing risk to Natural 
disaster

Identify those most vulnerable to 
ND and provide social provisioning 
for such

National level risk 
reduction planning and 
vulnerability assessments

TA CDERA
CARICOM, ECLAC, CDB

X X

Reducing Urban Poverty Address squatter regularisation in 
urban centres; improve access to 
social services

Develop and implement 
land use and Building 
codes

HIV/AIDS Ensure access to health services 
and and treatment and cure: 
Examine links between HIV/AIDS 
and poverty

Promoting partnerships for 
MDG achievement


