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SUMMARY

The ré&iew-of the official documents of the United Nations, studies by ECLAC

‘and results of research in the Region has enabled us to assess what progress
has been made in the knowledge of rural women in these 10 years, which subjects
seem to be sufficiently covered and which not, and what new situations are
arising 1n the world of women as a result of the changes that have occurred in
the global settlng and in the agrlcultural sector in particular. As observations
of a general nature it may be remarked that: 1) in the official documents on
rural women a qualitative change has occurred in the ‘assignment of roles, and
instead of being the "preparer, storer and marketer of food", which was her
initial characterization (1975), the woman is now recognized as playing a
notable part in the production of food; 2) the eéffects of the modernization of
agriculture have besen viewed through global indicators: changes in the composition
of the labbur fofcé,'participation in agriculture, urbanization of the population
and others, or through processes observed from a masculine angle, such as loss

of land, proletarianization and sale of labouf, coupled with the rural exodus,
withouf'cohsidering that these have an equal effect:on women; 3) the subjects
treated in the researches have a strong economist bias, in a desire to validate
the productive woman, "the economic woman"; ) there are few results (in terms

of publlcatlon) of the researches conducted with new . methodologies referring

to rural women as 1ntegra1 persons: action-type researchi participative research;
personal histories; workshops for training and reflection, ete.

The results obtained have been divided into five chapters: 1) the
background and contexts of the decade for women; 2) rural women in Latin America;
3) the rural family; 4) women's demands and organizations; and §) some-policy
recémmendafions. The treatment of these subjects is unequal, the aim being to
emphasize the most important aspects of the material ‘reviewed.

1. An obvious but nonetheless important finding has been the variety and.
hence the types of rural women that can be distinguished. A first attempt at
classification, going from the general to the particular, has be¢n made around
the most characteristic areas of economy in the Region: the areas .of traditional
economy, modernization and settlement. They have received unequal treatment,
the greatest attention having been given to the peasant economies; because of

/their varied
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their varied significance in terms of food production and target population,
since they represent the sector of the rural poor, apart from other considerations.
A second type of wlassification has céintred on the position occupied by women. . .
within the peasant strata and on their predominant activities as craftswomen,
traders or "indigenous vendors", etc. . -.. ‘ _ : : -
2. With regard to the subject of "Rural Women" the attempts at typlficatlon
are noted: the women of the peasant units are visualized through their multiple
roles: housework, reproductive work, and "own-account activities"; Mage-earniﬁg_
women and the amount and allocation of their income. ,

Tt can be claimed that at “the time of writing several aspects have been
sufficiently studied and clarified,-Buch as: a) the domestic role or that of
the daily and ‘generational reproduction of the labour force; b) the generic
(or sexual) division of labour; c) the use of methodologies of "Time Budgeting"
or currently, of "Pattern of Activitidés"; d) the role ofsagricultural-ppoduction
and the variations according to social insertion; e) the ”other"factivities,_:
performed by women in pursuance of income; f) the measurement .of the EAP
propounded basically as a methodological.problem;:g) their participation in- the
survival strategies of the peasant groups;-h) the occurrence of the vital cycle
as a conditicner of the volume and type of women's activities.

‘Some aspects have only recently been included in the studies, such as:
a) the destination women assign to their earnings, which are very spec;al"and_
important for their .family group; -b) the social and cultural role they perform
in the communities and areas of smallholdings; c) the proletardanization of
women and their condition.as wage-earners.

This last point, despite its 1mportance, has not yet had the treatment
it deserves. There are no measurements of. the incorporation of female labour
into the modern sector of agriculture,.which is partly due to the seasonélity
of employment, Nor do we know much about the chamges this implies in the
organization of housework, in consumption, in family relations.and roles and in
cultural patterns in general. \ . s .
3. The effects of the modernization of agriculture have begnjgoﬁsideredrwith
special reference:. to the rural family: the situations of female-heads;gf ,
households ‘through the emigration or desertion of the head of the: family.(or
-=fthro§gh£the
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through the non-formation of families, as in the case of the English-speaking
Caribbean); the aspects of sale of labour; the decomposition aud changes in the
family structure (the increasing prevalence of one-person famllles, 1ncomplete
families, the non=-constitution of families, the predominance of nuclear over
extended families), the deferment of the age of marriage and the marked fall |
in fertility rates., Differences can be seen in family types acco;dlng to'
pPeasant strata and regions in the same country: the nuclear family seems to
occur when there is greater paucity of agricultural resources and hence less
need for labour; the extended family, for its part, is linked with a greater
area of farmland and greater demands for labour. Similarly, a change. from 1abour-
intensive crops to others of low manpower requirements affects the types of
families and the forms of hiring labour. It has.also been suggested that the
extended family should be ‘regarded as a phase in the famlly cycle.
b, "Respecting women's demands and women's organlzatlons, 1nformatlon is scarce
and that which is available approaches the subject from the standpo;nt of other
problems. Nonetheless, some apparently contradictory impressions have emerged.
One is that of the silent woman,:who does not express herself, who does not maker
public demands, who is ashamed of her lack of education and feels "Stultlfled r
by maternity"; while others see her as capable of taking dec151ons 1n ther owWn
home, and: having opinions which. are transmitted by her husband to the communlty.
In other words, she is .a "homebody" projected by the man into the out31de world.
As regards participation in organizations, here there is a manlfest '
prejudice in favour of "keeping women out of productive affairs”. Indeed, at
first sight, women do appear to be excluded fromuerganizations. But they are
only excluded from organizations which regulate the use of physical productive
resources (Irrigation Boards, Association of Canal Owners, Management of
Pastures) and from productive organizations in general (small farmers'
co-operatives, Agrarian Reform co-operatives, ete.). On the other hand, they
are active participants in all those organizations_or.act1v1t1es‘wh1ch are
concerned: with the general welfare, the‘Pro-Commit{eee, religious festivals and

activities, community services, reciprocity of laboyr and barter of goods.

/It is



It is suggested that thelr part1c1pat1on has not been recognlzed ow1ng to a .
problem of v;ewpolnt sznce attentlon has been focused on. what seems- more .
1mportant 1n the eyes. of an external agent- part1c1patlon in productlve, 51nd1cal
“and polltlcal orgnlzatlons. o ,

5. Regardlng recommendatlons andpclicles the bas1c aspects have been covered,
including some 1n detall.i (A good example 1s the document of the Round Table N'ﬂ
on Surv;val Strategles and the Role of wOmen, Bogotd, 1983.) . What, seems to be
needed 1s- flrst to flnd out in each s1tuat10n (areas of economy, types of

women ) what 1t is that characterlzes poor rural women in comparlson Wlth poor
rural men or chlldren, second to harmonlze ob}ectlves.' In the case of peasant
WOmen , thls refers to 1ncreased food productlon, household tasks, "other -
activities", tralnlng, partlczpatlon in meet;ngs. In the case of the female -
agricultural wage-earner, 1t refers to her dally labour, ‘plus the house work.
plus partlclpatlon xn syndlcates or other organlzatlons, th1rd to rev1ew the"-
dlStlnCthD made hy pollc;es between the publlc and prlvate spheres.f Further
dlscus31on on thls WOuld contrmbute to the satlsfaction of the "human needs“ '
ofwmmn. | o | l o '_ '

- The recommendatlons relate to the need to create mechanlsms whlch Wlll o
enable women to be "heard", 80 that the pOllCles wmll respond to needs that are,"
felt and the beneflclarles in thelr turn w111 feel that the pollc1es are. thelr -
own, It 1s con31dered that no actlon can prosper w1thout the active support, of .
the presumptlve benef1c1ar1es. _ _ o

“There is a further proposal for packets of szmple technologlcal optlons, g
both in the produotlve and the domestlcqfleld« Whlch must be Of low cost in .
view of the Reglon s laok of resources.‘_ . ‘ '

- There is a presss;ng need to assess the numerous actlon pro]ects carrledrr
out by non—governmental agenc;es, in order to ass1m11ate experlences, and ;
either ampllfy or reject them. The assessment should go beyond an appralsal _ h
of the speczflc act;v:ty, 1n a conceptual context of 1ntegral development.;a o

-~ It is essentlal to 1earn the results and support, if recommendable, the
new methodolog1es of soc1al lnvestlgatlon wlth reference to. Part1c1pat1ve Research

and Popular Education.

/I. BACKGROUND



1. BACKGROUND AND CONTEXTS OF THE DECADE FOR WOMEN

- -1, The background to concern for women and the
areas of emphasis

The world concern for women in general, and more particularly for urban and rural
‘women; is subsequent to the Second World War. The emergence of feminist movements
in the developed countries, whose sopkeswomen were urban residents of medium- and
high-income strata, ¢reated an awareness that something was happening with regard
to women. ,

But it was certain situations that arcse in the decades of the 1960s and
19705 and created a framework of world concern that brought women to the fore as
a subject worthy of attention and concern. : ,

The succession of certain natural and prolonged catastrophies -the. droughts
that brought famine to Bangladesh and Sahel; the nutritional difficulties detected
by FAO in 1962 and .reaffirmed at the meeting of 1974; the controversies on the
Green Revolution, which latzr was to be expanded into the "medernization" of ..
agriculture as a whole, including the failure, apparent or real, of most of the
Agrarian Reform experiments; the stagnation of what had been for 23 years an
ever-increasing cereal production; and, finally, the oil crisis that took on the
appearance of a major upheaval- diminished the optimism that had persisted up to
the decade of the 1970s. ‘

This sequence of events brought women and their situation into prominence
as a matter of world concern, a distinction that was later to be transferred to.
rural women. Beginning with the recognition that women constitute half the
population and that as such they had been a presumably inadequately used resource,
it was thought that their participation might help to solve some of the problems
that plague underdeveloped societies, via "incorporation for development". Once
before their comnscious collaboration had been needed when society as a whole was
faced with the problem of "demographic explosion", and they were made the main
target of the birth-control programmes directed particularly to the urban and
rural low-income groups, and above all to the latter, which had the highest

indexes of fertility.

/In this



In this context the first World Confererice on the Equallty of Women and

their Contribution to Development and Peace was held in Mexico in 1975, at which
was declared the Internat10na1 Women s Year, later to be proclaimed the Decade
. for Women. : R N R

At the Mexico Conference the main cons:derations on women related to the
dzecrlmlnatlon and 1nequa11t1es they had suffered in the past and ‘thedir- marglnatlon
from actlve life both economlc ‘and eoclal. Reference was made to "the loss jmplied
in the underutlllzatlon of the possiballtles of approxlmately 50% of the. world
adult populatlon"; in view of whlch it was recommended that measures should be
intensified to ensure the full integration of women 1nto the global effort in
favour of development ‘and that support should be glven to prouects de31gned
"ty wtilizé the masimum potential and cevelop the self-rellance of women o
throughout the world" 1/ e o “

Respectlng rural women. it was recognlzed that in many countries they form
a large part of the " agrlcultural labour foree, and play an importént role 1n
the preparat1on, proce851ng and marketlng of food, s0 that “they constltute a
substantlal economic resource“. It was also acknowledged that their e;tuatlon
was "doubly dlsadvantaged through ‘the rural worker's lack of equlpment, ARt
education and technlcal tralnlng" 2/ At the 'same time it would seem to have
been’ agreed that 1ndustrlal development ‘had not been sufflclently dynamiéito -
absorb this mlgrant labour force.

In the Reglonal Plan of Actlon of 1977 the con31deratlons recomrendations
and general resolutions adopted at the fMéxico Conference were made precise. As
regards rural women the few element was the concern to seek ways of 1mprov;ng -
their 51tuat10n,.so as to restrain”their’ emlgratlon to ‘the c1t1es with its
resultant aggravation of urban problems 3/ In other words, the problems caused
by rural-urban mlgratlon canme o ‘be of great concern. ' B

ThlS was the background to the plan for deallng with’ the SpéClal problems
of rural women. A ' '

In 1977 & workshop was held in Hexzco Clty on the Impact on-Women of the
Modernlzatlon of Agrlculture. ' ' '

The workshop was based on' the resolutions of the Regional Plan of Action
(RPA) and of the United Nations Assenbly {especially resolution 31/133) which™ -

gave priority to the situation of impoverished rural women, and those of FAQ

Jat its



at its XIX Conference, which vrecommended that attention should be given to the
question of how to achieve "the full participation of women in the adoption of
‘decisions and the planhing and execution of the Agrarian Reform and rural
development". It was prepared and organized with-two aims in view. The first
was to see how the modernization of agriculture had affected the situatidn of
poor rural women in the different contexts of family and local circumstaﬁces;'

The second, after_ascertaining and assegsing the basic needs and §roblems
of women in rural families with meagre incomes, was to identify the lines of
action which would incorporate women into devel opment."As an instrument, an
attempt was made to distinguish different productive situations that affected
women: & traditional peasant subsistence sector; a traﬁsitional sector under the
impact of modernization policies; and the Agrarian Reform experiments. Similarly
a classification of families was attempted according té whether the head of the
family migrated owing to his belng hlred as a wage—earnlng worker. |

The second World Conference on Women in Copenhagen (1980) ‘revealed great
progress in the knowledge of rural problems, partlcularly those of women,

Among the questlons to which a reply was attempted in the document
preparatory tc the COnferenc§ the following éeemed particﬁlarlf importaht: What
is the situation of women in vural soéiety and what new factors'and circumstances
tend to accentuate their special disadvantages? The answers were on the following
lines: a) two-thirds of the women in developing countries live in rural areas;

b) rural development has been neglecteéjin'terms of low capital investment and
few employment opportunities; investhent in agriculture has been aimed at export
and not at fobd'production; there is little access to health, education and
information; there is an obvious adverse effect of agricultural technology and
an increase of peasanté‘without land owing to its unequal distribution and the
increasing pressure on the land; ¢) poverty and the "slow and unequal development
of rural areas are factors which aggravate the particular disadvantages of women;
d) poverty aintl rural ﬁnderdevelopme_n‘t ‘have a further negative effect in that they-
reinforce male domination, since in these circumstances what is.involved is the
unequal burden of poverty as between women and men. It is concluded that what

is needed is a strategy that deals with the special problems of women inserted

in the wider problems of rural poverty, which are the underaevelopment and apathy
caused by the lack of political power. '

/The resolutions



The resolutions of:tne Conenheéen‘Conference took up the contents of the
preparatory document. The importance of wonen in food'produotion"Wés?reeognize&:
and at the same time empnasis‘wae leidnon the need to increase food production’
at family level., | . S B f'" IR

Hence ‘it was recommended that women should be prov;ded w1th ‘thé: resourdes
required for them to increase. their product1v1ty and thus ensure the supply’ of
food for the family and oommunlty. From this same standpo;nt it was recommended
that women should have access to other resources, such as 1nstructlon in '
appropriate technology, 1n marketlng practloes, food process:ng, access to credit
and to financial mechanisms.on an equel footing with men, and that they should be
encouraged to take part in nnrel'communityiorganizetions, oo4operatives etc.

At the Conference held 1n Mexlco in August 1983 u/ organized with a view
to the forthcoming World Conference to assess . the Decade for Women, persistent
reference was made to the V1olence prevalllng in the reglon and the threat it
represented to peace, as well as to the economlc crlsls which the Latin American
countries were experiencing and how this was affectlng women, malnly thirough -
unemployment. It was propobed that the 31tuatlon of women should be examined
in this context, since 1ts 1mprovement was closely related to the overcomlng of

I

the existing recession. . )
2. The Latin American context. The processes of the
last three decades

b

It will be useful to take a backward look at the situation‘of,the region.end %ne :
most outstandlng events of the last thirty years. ) .. - o

Industrialization, as a response to the policy of import substltutlon, was
one of the most important processes 1n1t1ated in the 1950$, The fact of the E
growth ‘of the manufacturlng industry, whose share in the GDP ranged from 18 to-
u%, is eloquent likewise the increase and variation of exports: in 1950 95% of
these represented primary products; in 1960, only 200.5/

After this stage there was another of 1nten51f1cation of trade prlces whlch
lasted unt11 1974 in which the Region raised its ;mports\ow1ng to the extraor— .
dinary fac;lltles for external. indebtedness, which led torthe present 31tuat10n of_

decrédsed production and serious external-strangulation (ECLAC/FAO 1983).

fMeanwhile‘the



Meanwhile the population has grown from 158 million to 352 million between
1850 and 1980, at a rate of 2.7% per year, one of the highest in the world..
_Coupled with this growth there are the phenomena khowWwnh as urbanization and
metropolitanization -and the change from rival predominance, 57% in 1950, to
lrban predominance in 1980, with 63% of the population living in urban areas.

In 1950 only four countries were predominantly urban (Argentina, Chile, Uruguay
and Venezuela); now this applies to 11 countries.6/

This urbanization is reflected in the loecalization of labour, with a major
transfer from agricultural to non-agricultural activities. The agricultural EAP.
has decreased from 54% of the total EAP in 1950 to 30%, according to estimates,
in 1980, Since 1960 industry has not had the capacity to absorb rural migration,
which explains the dimension of urban poverty. The labour force has become
concentrated in informal activities of low productivity. Thus there is a
manifest narrowing of the gap between the less skilled urban activities and
agricultural wages, which might be termed "a slow but sustained transfer of rural
poverty to the urban habltat“ 7/ : |

Another of the changes that has caused important transformations in Latin -
American agriculture is the progressive physical or spatlal integration. This
greater 1ntegratlon, resultzng from the construction of a highway network,
has permltted the llnkage of territories previously 1solated or with communication
difficulties,

To the positiﬁe results of the industrial stage must be added the advances
in basic services: electricity, gas, water, sanitation services and: transport.

In 1982 the weight of the total services had risen to close on 57% of the gross
domestic product. The changes that have occurred in society as a whole, including
metroﬁolitanization and urbaniiation, industrialization, transnationalization,

the development of the financial markets and the expansion of the market economy
and the consumer society, present a very different’ plcture in the rural aveas

and the agrarian structures. '

The modernization of agriculture is part of the process of import
substitution and its role was to provide cheap food and, as it were, subsidize
industrial growth. 8/ The effects of this transformation are felt at multiple
levels. One of the most COHSPICUOUS is the disappgarance of the binomium

latifundium-minifundium, the former being replaced by more modern enterprises.

/In order



In order to be more productlve and efficient, and in othér cases in faoe of . the
threat 1mp11c1t in thelr “fidde of productlon in contrast to the Agrarian.Reforms, -
‘the ha01endaa made changes, 1nvolv1ng the expulsion of the resident labour force
and its replacement by temporary ‘manpower living outside. 'On the .other hand, the;
pressure on 'the land the fall in price of peasant products and :the lack of
permanent employment ‘created an incredse in the poverty of the peasantry and a
grow;ng 1ncapac;ty to maintain the family on the basisé of the farm produce of the
famlly umlt. Solutlons were sought in two ways,: throtgh emigration or the sale
of temporary labour. o R e .
Bearlng in mlnd that the aim is to know how:these-changes affect the rural
units and especzally the women, 'various attempts have been made to typify
agrlcultural producer families. The mwost: "interesting of these: have been those of

the Mex;co workshop (1977) thoae of Borsotti (1982) and that of. Arrlagada (1982).

‘ 3 Predomlnant types of agrlcultural economles

It would seem more profitable for the present, as a more general way of tackllng f
the problem, to distinguish: between areas of economy and then to try to
distipguish types of families within these.

Broadly speaking, one can distinguish for the PEglon and the aforesald
purpose three economic areas: the traditional, . the modern,.and that of colonlzatlon.
This categorization follows that proposed at the FAO Meeting in Bogoté in l;
November 1983.9/ « - o
a) The area of traditional economy

Despite the fact that, as a_result.of‘the';rapsforﬁation in‘fhe agricuiturai
sector, there have now arisen other nuclei of minifundistas, semi—proletarianiaed
peasants or families of migrant peasants, we refer under this heading,to:ﬁhe'?
traditional minifundia and indigenous communities, Here one‘fiaos the different
peasant strata, the internal processes of_differantiation and the peasant |
economies. | |

In the first place, the focusing of concern on the peasant unlts is not
new. In 1962 Thorner officially proposed the use of "the concepf "peasant
economies", which was formalized in Latin Amerlca at a Congress on Soczology

in Costa Rica.

/The adoption



The adeption of this concept, validated in particular by Chayanov, was in
response to a new approach to that which in a less comprehensive term was
- commonly known as family units. Under this concept more meaning is given to
their functioning and rationality, but it especially underscores their existing
vitality as égainst'thé currents of thought that considered the peasantry to
be in process of extinction as an inevitable law of rural capitalism.

Without embarking on the polemic of their future fate, it can be assumed
that the peasants will continue to exist for a long time still, under other
forms, and sssuredly in the guise of rural semi-proletarians. At all events,
and in terms of'rural’pOVerty and the concern for rural women and families,
they continue to be a focal point of concern in: policies.

There exists, then, a revaluation of what is implied by peasant economies,
particularly because of their ample presence in respect of: number of units,
food production, commercial production for the domestic and external market;.
employed labour force and volume of population involved as landholders.

It has been established that more than half the rural population (55%)
in the decade of the 1970s was composed of peasant families, that is, betweeh
60 and 65 million persons. Sixty-two per cent of rural households were poor .
households; 4.9 million families had units of under two hectares, Even so
their production supplied two-fifths of the domestic market of the region and
ocne~third of the export market and they received 35% of the total agricultural
revenue of the Region.

For purposes of comparison it should be menticned that the medium-sized
farmers represented 28% of the agricultural population and obtained 43% of the
agricultural income. The large landowners represented 2% of the rural population
and received 22% of the income of the sector. According to PREALC data 35% of
the regional labour force was employed by entrepreneurial agriculture and 65%
by that of the peasant économiés.10/

Nevertheless, this peasant sector is developing in conditions of increasing
poverty. Standardized estimates have been obtained for 12 countries around 1980, .
which distinguish between rural households in conditions of indigence and poverty.
In two countries poverty extends to almost the whole of the rural population
(Bolivia and Haiti), in another five (Brazil, Colombia, Honduras, Paraguay and

Venezuela) it affects'around two-thirds of rural households, in four it extends

/to close



to close on half the families in the rural area (Chile, Ecuador, Jamaica and

Panama) ‘and in only one (Grenada); to a quarter of the population. ;Tﬁe :
conditionskof:indigéhéé'afélmére serious in Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia and

" Panama: than in the pest of the countries. 11/ _

' Poverty has induced the families to devise what ‘BOME call survival - .
strategles and ‘others, reproduct;bn strategies (FAO:" Round Table for the first,
Magaly Pineda fdf"fﬁ;.ééCOhd) This expr9351on indicates the way in which the
family organlzes and mobilizes its resoubces to satisfy its basic needs and : ‘
ensure the’ reproductlon of its conditiofis of 1life. In pursuibg this objective .
the peasant'unlt forms'ltSelf ‘around ‘the famlly ‘as é—unit‘of}production‘and';ﬂ~
reproductlon and in this the woman plays 4 central role. All the members of.
the famlly are involved and the activities of one are related ‘to:those of the
rest. Its 1nternal functlonzng has been conceptualized and it has been shown -
how it acqulres a ratlonallty in Face of the exterrial chahiges. It is affirmed
that in order to accompllsh “their aims the peasant units apply certain

reproduct1va patterns (age of the unlbns,-number-and'spa01ng of the children, -

etc.)s they develop norms on the handling of the income; they distribute the
daily time among the members, they develop norms as to who, how and why in the
disposal of the famaly“lncome, ete. 7
"It is'explained how the peasant unit functions on the basis of a generic
division (or sexual, as it Has been called hitherto) of. labour. :The examples
of a working day and itS'geﬁéric division are numerous and many researchers
have used them for their areas of study. , : |
- Prominence has been given to the role of the peasant economies in food .
productioﬁ and fhehﬁéft blayed‘by this production in the proportion of:cheap
foods which" have made possmble urban and rural growthi Nohétheless,'the .
deterloratlon caused by the imbalance in the. interchange of resources has
'provoked an economic crisis and the dlsintegratlon ‘of the peasant economies. 12/_
“This same deterloratlon has compelled the various members of the family
unlt “to link themselves 1ncrea51ngly ‘with the' Taboir: market as seml—proletarlans
and proletarlans, whlch implies on the one hand a suBsidy to the costs of
reproductlon of the manpower employed by the capltallst gector both- ag$1cu1tural
- /and’industrial: .

o
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and industrial and, ‘on the other hand, the weakening of the negotiating power
of this sector in face of the demands made on the State by other sectors of
the population'. ' | : -

This very fact would explain in‘part the persistence of the peasant
economies because they are functional to the productive logic of the capltallst h
enterprises. This form of functioning has been extensively analysed in
diffevent cases of agrarian structures in the Region. The following statement
gives an example of what happens in seml-proletarlanlzatlon. "In social terms,'
this phenomenon leads to the establishment of peasant seml-proletarlanlzatlon
as the specific mode adopted by labour exploitation for this stage of capitalist
agrarian development. ' S | -

"The capifalists and large landowners do not want the final de-peas-
antization of their potential manpewef;”both for economic and political
reasons".iS/ N v

'This has also enabled Margulis (1979) to affirm that "the peasant ig§ not
in a state of transition nor is he marginated from the system".

Emphasis has been laid on the importance of land for the traditional
peasant economies; "hence the increasing‘trends towards the reconcentration
of farms into great latifundia and in contrast towards the atomization of
the parcelas, imply the destruction of the fraditiohal peasant way of life,
with the disintegration of the forms of reciprocity in production and in
comminity social organlzatlon" 14/

It is 11KEWlSE necessary to consider the particular stage at which the
peasant economies find themselves within the dynamic processes of change,
since it is this that determines the way in which they are articulated into -
the market. ‘ -

The'articﬁlatioﬁ of the peasant economies into commercial export
agriculture has worsened the situation‘ef the'f6od-producing'peasant woman
and has attracted young female labour of peasdnt origin into the agre'iﬁdusfriei
modern sector and into contracts of working conditions and social insurance
which are generally unfavourable. The mechanization of agrlculture has
reduced the requirements for manpower in general and for male labour in
particular, but has also reduced the émﬁloyment opportunities of women in some
situations.

/The pressure
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The pressure on the land, the exhaustion of productive resources, and the
lack of employment opportunities, 1ocal or reglonal force the populatlon to
migrate either temporarlly or permanently The young women are the flrst to
" migrate; the cohorts of 15 to 19 and 20 to 24 years of age predonlnate among
the age groups. Their departure is in line Wlth family strategles 1n Wthh
the first.to leave is the eldest daughter, who sends home contrlbutlons to the
upkeep of the. younger children untll it becomes necassary for a second or thlrd‘
child to leave. This: - process has been studled by Arlzpe (1980), in a study
which has become a classic in Latin Amerlca 15/ The hlgher proportlon of female |
migration is shown by the figures of 100 women to every 85 men observed in the
rural-urban emlgratzon 1n the reglon durlng the past three decades 16/ The .
intensity of the rural exodus, provoked by the lack of p&ld and permanent )
labour, the violence in the countryside and the lack or 1nsuffic1ency of ba31c
services, has detached the young peasant women from their commun1t1es without
offering them adequate conditions of social and economic 1ntegrat10n especlally
in the,large cities. T _ _ o

The growth of poverty in1juatraditional peasant econonies hes preVented
the families from continuing to ma1nta1n female members, for example, elderly
women, widows, and single or separated women. This 31tuatlon is acknowledged
in all the countries where poverty exists, in.an ILO‘document of 1981 thls fact
is pointed out in similar terms. ‘ : i : . N

"The stereotyped concept of famlly solldarlty 13 another dangerous myth
Poverty increasingly compels large families to abandon women in dlfflcultles
(widowed or separated, and .women w1th ohlldren) who have to seek employment -
outside the home",17/ or be reduced to begglng.

b) The areas of modern economy

In Latin America the deVelopment‘of capitalist‘egriculture is concentrated‘
in the productive. branches associated Wlth the export markets or the domestic
markets favoured in general by State actlon.‘ )

-i). The most outstanding features of modernlzatlon

The transformation of the hacienda 1nto a modernlzed egrlcultural enterprlse
brusquely expelled, the: peasant units from access to the land, breaklng the

traditional tles, uprooting them and castlng them 1nto an 1mperfect labourl

P

e
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market. The social cost of this process has been expressed in phenomena of
violence, disintegration and migration. '

Generally speaking, capitalist agriéulture is specialized, highly
capitalized, and operates with éomplefe technical packets aimed at raising
labour productivity. In this type of agriculture, in addition to private
investment, the benefits of public investment are concentrated.18/

Capitalist agriculture éenerates little permanent employment, this hévihg
been replaced by temporary labour. This demand is confined to special periods
of the year and generates employment for short periods, the rest of the year
being "dead time" as regards the demand for labour.

The modern sector employs a packet of machinery and very high levels of
industrial inputé, whereby'the technological gaps between these and the peasant
economies widen, producing very marked differences between both the yields and the
incomes of the two typés of economic organization. Further, the technological
pattern followed has increased exterﬁal‘aepéndence in respect'of agricultural
machinery and inputs. | | -

ii) The rural villages, new aveas of localization of agricultural mampower

The modernization of agriculture has produced as a side effec¢t, but one
which makes its mark in space, the emergence of small human groups of a A
precarious nature, whether in the beds of rivers, at the side of roads, in'
small naturally sheltered piaces or "nooks" inm valleys, at the side of gullies,
on the slopes of hills, ete, They comprise on the ome hand the population
contingents expelled from the haciendas or latifundia by the processes of
agricultural modernization'whereby the "inquilinos", "huasipungueros’, "eolonos”
and ofhers are banished. Also included in these groups are the poor of the = =
countryside; the landless peasants, recently uprooted from areas of the long-
standing minifundium. ' - ' ‘ ) '

This type of habitat includes the communities of forest women, who
constitute a very particular human group in areas of timber exploitation or
forestry plantations. Since the places of employment are very distant the women
and clhiildren are preferably kept in places near communicating roads or rural and
urban'céﬁtreé,'éince the men remain away for several months. Tﬁese same landless

peasants or recent proletarians are also settling on the periphery of villages

/and towns
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and towns wﬁéfé thérekis a demand for agricultural manpower, generally in agro-
induystrial establishments. This is where the most unstable ségment of the
agricultural_lébour force has established itself, i.e., the "boias frias” of .
Brazil, aslﬁéll'éé the manpower of Chile, Colombia, Ecuador:and other nations.
At times, the Andean towns have come to serve as bedroom communiﬁies,fqr.the
labour force.. R ' '

c) The areas of expansion oh the agrlcultural frontier -

It has been established that some countries are still contznuang w1th the
policies ‘of agrlcultural frontier expansion, whether in thegform of diprected

settlement or spontaneous. It is & system that has been useéd as a‘means’ of _
dlmnnlshlng pressure on land in specific areas, and in others as a form of capitalist
expan51on 1n rural areas through concessions to national or transnatlonal enter-
prises. The most notable examples of current colonization are found in Brazil
(Amazonia), Paraguay, the east of Bolivia, mountain-slopes in Peru and the coast
in Ecuador, and also in Central America (Guatemala).-'Colonizétionlas a form of
modernization with strong seasonal incentives is the usuzl type found in
Brazil, partlcularly in the zone .of Amazonia, ' This area has w1tnessed a growing
penetratlon of large transnational and natlonal conglomerates and access to land
is controlled by a minority. Colonization has sharpened the contrasts.where
"exploitation and progress, semi-slavery and large-scale capital, violence and
economic growth do not separate like water and oil, but blend together to make
possible the 'cleaning-up' of the frontier".19/ _

In condltlons of this ‘type, when there are no major towns since the area
involved is one of penetration, special forms of hiring labour are employed.
On the one hand, there are systems of a "settler" type used in other epochs, for
example, on the coffee plantations (in the middle of the nineteenth century)
in Colombia, where as a means of attaching the workers to the land they are
granted a plece of land for their subsistence. . In this way 'the poor smallholder
produces hlS OWTL sustenance, enabllng the enterprise to use his labour at.a very .
reduced cost. o . .

In other situations, the workers are hired as seasonal labour. The hiring_
is donelby'iﬁtermediaries'suéh’as”"gatoes"'or contractors who include the.wholgll_

family'wobk'fdfce in fhe'deals,'including women and children. Data from the. .

fagricultural and
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}
agricultural and livestock census of the year 1970 in Brazil showed that there
were 2 900 000 children under 14 working in the agricultural establishments and
representing 30% of the population aged between 10 and 14 yeafs.ggj |
' On the othef hand, the[mass gsettlement of Amazonia, which almost tripled
its population in three decades (from 1940 to 1970), this rising from 1 400 000'
to 3 600 000 1nhab1tants, makes one thlnk of the numerous problems raised at
family level ranglng from the cultural change in relation to technologles used
type of environment, type of crop, responsibilities and type of work to the‘
situation hoth inside and out51de the family unit. _

In the spontaneOus settlements the peasants occupy ‘the land on thelr own
account, which produces a type of settlement with the haphazard features of a
nacent "community".

"As regards the peasant sub81stence strate21es in the1r relatlon to
domestic tasks, conmon patterns were found in the peasant economies ex1st1ng
in both types of colonization in respect of the time spent by women on these
tasks,:whiéh is highly'sigﬁificant_(care.of the household, prepération of
food, etc();"gif - |

The different types of colonization creéte different forms of peasant
economies: "the spontaneous settlements tend to genératé_traditionalrpéasant"
economies which are highly precarious and of a sﬁbsisténce type; in the '
directed settlements, the peasant economy ié of a less précarious structure
and is more dynémic in dévelopment". - A

As regar&s productive tasks there are noticeable differences. ;In the areas
of dipected colonization; there is a tendency for the women to take a greatef '
part in the productive labour because of the pfesence of more profitable cropé
which demand intensive use of family labour and consequently of female labour.
This will depend on the technology used. In the spontaneous settlements it is
manual, in the directed, machinery iz used.

The factors that influence female labour have to do with the physical

conditions of the area of ssttlement. For example, if it is wooded, they have to

/reclaim the
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reclaim the land and use the system of "clear, prune and burn", which is
strongly labour-lnten81ve, and there the women play a very 1mportant part

in the productive tasks. '

' Owlng to the’ fact that the colonles generally consist of young marrled p
or consensual couples the women haVe a greater part to play in the pvoductlve
work. This arduous situatlon contlnues untll the moment when the chlldren |
begin to assumé part of the burden. . o ' '

The 1nseour1ty accompanylng ‘the" process of 1nstallat10n of spontaneous
settlements glves rlse in some cases to dlsorganlzed famlly unlts (1ncomp1ete o
famllles) In thls type of 51tuat10n the productlve work of the women 1s very
intense. ' o T

A greater supply of background data on the Subject of colonlzatzon ‘would -
be needed to indicate the most Outstandlng problems For the Future. It 1s
undoubtedly a very 1mportant aspect on whlch there is 1nsuff101ent 1nformat10n,
and systematlzatlon is called for in connectlon w1th varlous aspects. condltlons‘
of work and contracts; the problems and types of famllles that occur, the
reproductive patterns, the manpower requlrements and the effects on labOur of
the tendency to turn exten51ve areas over to llvestock the effects in some
zones (in Paraguay, for example) of a rapld subd1v151on of the plots in projects
which attempted to form a sector of medlum-szzed farmers the depredatzon of
agm.oultural resources w:x.th ‘the appllcatn.on of systems of oropp:.ng whlch Pequlr-e
great experlence and care such as the system "clear, prune and burn" which is
generally practleed as e form of 1t1nerant cultlvatlon to permlt the regeneratlon
of the s01l the effects of mass deforestatlon, espec1ally in Amazonla, which

is the ”green lung" of the world N

/II. RURAL
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II. RURAL WOMEN IN LATIN AMERICA

. 1., Some generalities on the knowledge acquired

The review of official documents: World and Reglonal Conferences, Meetings,
Workshops and Round Tables (which in their turn aré based on the colléction ‘and
interpretation of secondary data, governmeht documents, researches and studies
conducted by the Women's Unit, official and otherwise),ggj along with the review
of results of researches carried out in the region, of the debates and conclusions
of symposia and seminars on specific aspects of Rural Women, give us a broad view
of the road travelled in the study of this subject, and alsc of the gaps and errors
that still persist in this field of knowledge, ' '

It can be affirmed that at the time of writing several aspects have been
sufficiently studied and clarified: a) the domestic role, or the role of women id
the daily and generational reproduction of the labour force, which can be |
chardcterized, evaludted, etc.; b) the generic (or sexual) difference in work;
¢) the use of ‘imethodologies of "Time Allotment" or, currently, of "Pattern of
Activities"; d) the agricultural productive role and the variations acdbrding to
their social insertion; e) the "other" activities carried out by women in the |
earning of income; F)the measurement of the EAP, basically propounded as a
methodological problemy g) the sale of labour; h) the role of women in the survival
étrategies of the peasant groups; i) within the determinants of the volume and type
of women's activities, stress is laid on the moment of the vital cycle "3) the role
they play in the socio-cultural aspects of their communities,

The knowledge accumulated prompts certain observations of a general nature:
1) women have been conceptualized as a "group of individuals defined by their class
situation and by the social roles assigned to them, based on the biological fact
of sex"; 2) the unit of ana1y31s at present in use 13 the family unit, which
implies a conceptual clarltj and p091t10n-tak1ng after a variety of attempt- 3) lt
has become necessary at thls stage to dlsaggregate the members of the peasant unlts
according to gender,*/ p031t10n ‘and age in the famlly nucleus, in order to under-

stand their specific contrlbutlpns, needs and problems; 4) the topics develpped‘up '

*/ It is now customary to speak of d;fférence of gender rather than of sex.
The first has a social 31gn1f1cance, the second, biological.

/to the
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to the present in the researches show a strong economic bias., They conform to the
need to validate the productlve woman “the economic woman", and represent the
stage of demonstratlng the part1c1pat10n of women, 31nce 1t'was assumed in several
docunents that they were marglnated, 5) there has been a qual1tat1ve change 1n f!
the 1nterpretat10n of the roles asslgned to rural women in recent years from belng
the "preparer, storer and seller of food", which was the characterizatlon of 1975
she has become recognlzed as plav1ng a most 1nportant role in food productlon.

Desp;te the economic emphaszs and having treated women separately, there has,_i
not heen sufflclent stress on the effects produced on the woman and the famlly of .
the. phenomena extenslvely studled at the producer level, such as that of male L
proletarlanlzatlon and the migratory process. It has not been shown how the .
proletarlanlzatlon cf the men generally leads to that of the women and that the “
emigration of the husband or father produces serlous effects on the wlfe and famlly
such as: a female head of household- famlly dlglntegratlon, the 1ncrease cf nuclear
families. and the decllne of extens;ve famllles- the 1ncrease of one-persan L
households the decrease 1n the fertlllty 1ndeAes, the deferment of the age of o
union or marriage, the fallure to form famllles._ w' o ‘ ’.

There is another type of research, dlstlnct frcm the tradltlonal ohe analysed
which comprlses workshops for promotlng awareness, the use of case hlstorles, or ‘!
of testlmonles and part1c1pant-research. whlch conduce to g knowledge of woman as T?
a Person: her confllcts, her perceptlon of herself of her roles, of her env1ronment,
of society; her needs and asp;ratlons, etc. ThereAare only a few results whlch

will be analysed in due course , but it seems an 1nterest1ng 11ne to pursue and

complements the flndlngs of the famlllar or “tradltlonal" type of research.ub

2. Attempts.to typlfy rural women - -

The researches on rurel women are greatly concerned to study them in Speclflc
s1tuat10ns,'ow1ng to the fact that these are deflned in’ the Fipst place by the’

head’ of the famlly, whether husband, father or brother, These attempts at =
typlflcatlon have been observed since 1978, and contlnue in the studies up to 1983,
The flrst attempts date from the Modernization Worxshop, Mex1co, 1978, already
cited. There attentlon is drawn to the different situations in famllles_“,
characterlzed by° Subslstence status, temporary mlgration wage-earnlng w1fe and

female heads of households through the mlgratlon of the husband

/In 19739
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In 1970 ggf‘evidenCe is. presented on how poor rural women are affected by
agricultural modernization in different cases (structural, productive, and others),
An account is given of women in the following situations: in closed peasant
commnities and open mestizo commmities (both in Central America); in contexts
linked with export production; in cases of urban—rural migration; in capitalist
agriculture; in agrarian reform; in a capitalist framework and in a socialist
framework (Cuba).

In 1982 and 1983 various studies appeared on the same subject revealing more
systematic attempts to. differentiate peasant strata, In one from the year 1982
the behaviour of different material indicators is analysed, i.e., on education and
health, migratory patterns, family activity and composition.by age groups and strata
or classes. Three classes of women are established: the wives of agricultural
wage-earners; those of small agricultural producers and those of medium-gized
agricultural producers., Similafiy an atfempt'is made to penetrate the cultural
patterns through family- relationshipsi- those of the couple and of mother and child
(Borsottl, 1982) 24/ '

In a study of the same year, a 31mllar attempt at typlflcatlon is made at
family level (both rural and urban). Not only is the situation of class ldentlfled
but alsec that der1V1ng from dlfferenf locatlons. Thus a distinction is made
between rural families, those of small agrlcultural producers those of seasonal
wage—earners in the plantation sector, and those of the 3011V1an Altlplano and
the Carlbbean (BOPSOttl, ECLAC 1982). . :

There is also another cla551f1catlon de31gned for use on the basis of censual
datd to typify poor women through the crOSS1ng of the residence variable (urban |
or rural) with that of 1nsertlon in the labour market accordlng to the economic
sector (not ;ncorporated,_egr;cultural, secondary and tert;ary). Eight cetegorles
arve distinguished among rﬁrel and urban wemen. The fural women are classified
as peasant housewife, farm worker and two of rural origin but urban employment:
the indigenous vendor and the domestic servant (Arrlagada, 1977)o_

To these might be added' the women of the areas of settlement, spontaneous or
directed, who embark on family enterprises or install themselves as labour for the
large haciendas,of commercial uﬁits; tﬁe forest ﬁomeh,_the indigenous vendors, the
artisans and others not yet sufficiently deﬁermined. In otﬁer'words, the women

are distinguished according to predominant types of economy, eysteme of croﬁ

/ecultivation, activitiss,
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cu1t1vatlon, activ1t1es, and also wmthln the great geogranhlcal dlfferences of the
countrles such as the women of the Altzplano, those of the Slerra and of the. Coast
in the Andean countrles, those of the razn-fsd and 1rr1aated sectors 1n Chlle, and
those of the Coastal Cord;llera and the Central Valley. ‘

What' has become clear 1s that there is not one type of rural woman, and that
it 1s necessary to know the dlfferent types 1n the concrete 31tuatlons of countrles "
and zeglons. ' I : . .

The cla331f1catlonsthatw1ll be followed are: 1) those corresoondlng to womon ‘
of peasant economles, oon51der1ng the internal soolal stratlflcatlon, ii) those '
categorlzed accordlng to thelr predomlnant act1v1t1es such as artlsans, vendors -
and others, and the agrlcultural wage-earners as a spaolal case. To these must

be added thosn who are 1n partlcular smtuatlons in each country

- 3. Women 1n peasant units -

a)  The role of women in the peasant economies: the veproduction of the
labour force - : .

.Of the multiple roles performed by women the most obvious is that of,household

Eggkg, or the dally and generational reproduction of the labour force.

Progress has been made both in the conceptualization of thls and in its iﬁ
descrlptlon. It has been underilned in. the first place that the famlly or family
unit is not only "the generatlng and transmlttlng nugleus of the values, norms and
attltudes that orient. the 1nd1v1dual and . polleotlve conduct of the. members of a
soclety" and the “"mediating institution, between the individual and the soclal
group“ 25/ but that as partlcular units they have the. responsmblllty of the dally
and generational reproductlon of theip members. In. other words, this means nelther
more nor less than that the reprpductlon Qf the global populatlon ig the _
responsibility of the fam;ly unlt and.of the women through thelr dally domestlc
work. ; , e e :
It hag also been pointed out that'housework is a social fact -and that as
such it is a oontradlctlon that on the one hand. 1t is undervalued, and on, the other,
not socialized in any of .its aspects. ' . -

It.is ev1dent that, according to. olass, dlfférent strategles are b“ought into
play w1thﬁd1fferent‘aspects in th85§1V1810n of labour by sex and age and in the:
participafion of thalmambsrs in paid economic activity, In the lowest strata this

/is expressed
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is expressed in seasonal or permanent migration and in the early 1ncorporatlon of
the children into remunerated work, '

It has been said that female labour is a dynamic process with humerous tasks
carpied out durlng the day, some overlapplng others, which explains why sometimes
the daily work lasts for as long as 16 to 18 hours. The jobs are dome in difficult
material conditions, often without plped water or electricity and in complex
topog?aph;cal localities. The varlety of work done by women is not appreciated
owing to the uﬁdervaluing of occupations which do not bring in income. - This is
corroboréted by the woman herself who, when asked if she works, invariably replies
in the negative, ' ‘ ' . H

Boﬁsqtti draws attention {op. cit., 1982) to the fact that "society assigns
to domestic units the responsibility of producing, reproducing and maintaining the
life of the population and to the women the responsibility of operating these unitsg
while at the same time belittling their social importance", “ -

It has also been stated that the work of the peasant women is indivisible'
since it is considered that "the total family income is the prodﬁct_of the work of
all the famlly members, and this includes the productive and reproductlve sphere.
Hence work should be regarded as productlve even though it does not directly
generate income but enables the unlt to reproduce itself".26/

b) The problem of the measurement of female labour

It is now recognized thau the participation of women is very 1mportant in
agrlcultural production, but it is difficult to evaluate ite FAO (1983) indicates
that, accordlng to the most conservative statistics taken from the agricultural
censuses, 19% of women participate in the agrlcultural labour force in Latin America
and S4% in the Carlbbean. Both figures give the method by whlch the data were
taken. In the Carlbbean, the statistics refer to a perlod of from one year to six
months, while in the rest of the region they usually refer to the week before,

Censual and survey 1nformation

The problem of the underestimafion of female participation was detected as
long ago as 1958 by Gertrud Bancroft. The étudy by C. Wainerman and Recchini de
Lattes (1981) sets out to evaluate the quality of the censual 1nformat10n. -

The causes of the underestimation are various: there are difficulties in the
form of asking the questions, the stimulus given”by the inquiref and the stereotypes

concerning work that he possesses, But the most important problem is the period to

/which the
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which the 1nqu1ry refers. Frequently the question relates to the week before the
census whleh does not 1nclude the seasonallty of agrlcultural work.' The period
should be that of 12 months. Some countrles use 1onger perlods, e.g., Halti uses'
six mOnthe; Trlnldad and Tobago, Jamaica and Barbadcs one yeer. ' ' '
Another problem ls the mlnlmum tlme con51dered for regardlng a person as
active or 1nact1ve.' Badh country adopts dlfferent crlterla concernlng the minimm
time, T O S o ; Ly R
" There'are tuo:ctﬁer“ty§63'of’surreys7 ﬁcuseﬁol&7enﬂ“demOgrephiC; made on the
baszs of populatlon 5amples whlch give better and more precise information on the
number of women belonglng to the EAP, ThlS is because the aims are different;
they Seek greater preclslon ‘shd’ the 1rqu1rers are’ spec1ally trained. = Comparisons
made between the results ‘of the census measurements and the household surveys . show
the’ follew1ng. in Panama the ecnceptual ‘definitiohs ‘of the EAP are the same but -
the census 1nqu1red only once about the alternatlves of economic activity and -
collected 1nfbrmatlon for a single’ day. ' The houséhold survey made’ repeated
inguiries ebout the actlvltles through the course ‘of the year, The difference found
between the rates of female pertlclpatlcn ‘exceeds 10% and even reaches 40%. ' In-
Sao Paulo the household survey shows that the census underenumerated women by'
between 1l and 33%, and the men by between 2 and 6%, In Bolivia the survey found
between 33 and 48% more act;ve wcmen than the census. “For rural women aged between -
20 and 39, these percentaees exceeded 50% (Walnerman and Recchini, OB, ¢ Clt ¥.

o The ‘more exact measurements are needed in the first placé to visualize the
part1c1pat10n of women correctly. IF thelr present productive role is not
adequately assessed they may suffer, for example “serious dzsadvantages in the
agrlcultural programmes. Clearly, with the technolcgles both domestic and
agricultural at their dlsposal, it would be 1mp0331ble for women to produce more,
as they are fully occupled by their share in the household:tasks and in the farming,
plus the other act1v;t1es to whzch reference will be" made further on. Hence we
join Marshall Wolfe 1n afflrmlng that "in this coutext, the exhortatlons to play
a greater part in the labour fobce border on the ironical'.27/ -

c) The contrlbutlon of women to agrlcultural_productlve work

_ It is now kncwn that women take part 1n ‘most of the agricultiival’ tasks of
the peasant unlt, preferably ¥Hose which are ‘done manually oy which réquire only

small tools.' They work mainly in clearance or weeding and in the harvests: they

/["break" maize,
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"bresk!" maize, they "cut" peas and beans, they "dig" potatoes, they "reap™ corn.
They also sow, plant nurseries; transplant and water ..., "It is evident that women-
are not excluded from any type of cultivation for reasons of a cultural nature ,..
and their collaboration is determined by the real need that exists on the farm. .
for their labour",28/

Women are marginated from the use of machinery and the larger tools, In this
there are cultural factors reinforced by government and international agencies who
regard agricultural projects as directed solely to men. They are also excluded
from the use of modern aids such as insecticides and fertilizers, They are also
ignorant of specific farming techniques such as pruning, grafting and others,

i) Participation in cultivation according to headsh;p of household and
Egasant stratification

It 1s evzdent that when women are heads of household -15% on average in
Latin Amerlca, 20% in Central Amerlca with great variations Wlthln and between
the countrles, €.8.5 37% in a settlement area in Paraguay (03op01) This condition
increases the we1’ht of the agrlcultural work they have to do, which is dedicated
mainly to subsistence crops. In Colombia women are generally in charge of the coffee
plantationé of less than one hectare, since the men emigrate in search of
employment and the women do all the work; in the plantations of between 1 and 5 ha,
the women take part in the selection,aﬁd hérvest. . In the plantations of over 5 ha
belbnging to "rich" peasanté, fhg housewife,doeé not work'onithe coffee crop since
labour is hired to do it.29/

In the Peruvian North Slerra (Cajamarca) Carmen Deere cbserved the following:
" Table 1

* PARTICIPATION OF THE FAMILY LABOUR FORCE BY SEX AND SIZE-OF-LAND STRATUM
ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF WORKING DAYS IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION

Type of peasants Pz;centige | Manpower (%) ' " roral
unl Female - Male

-OQ 25 ha

Landless peasants 0.3 35.0 65.0 100

Small holders (0.25 to .

3.50 ha) 71.3 - 26,9 73.1 ' 100

Medium-sized (3.51 to o ; : : :

30,0 and more ha) 18,5_ 20.8B T9.2 . 100 -

Source: In C.D, Deere (1978}, p. 9.
/In the
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In the low strata Campaﬁa (1981) fbund that 843,3% of theggpmeanorked
dlrectly on the land. _Deere links volume of work with types\e%cbrops”and ugé of-
'tools., The greater the _poverty the.greater the part1c1patlon in tasks which
require the hoe (71. 0%) and in the growing of potatoes (63%), while in the higher
strata only 506 of the women farmers use the hoe and 39% grow potatoes. In Mexico
'(Oaxaca) Kate Young notes. that, in a currently coffee commmity, there exists at
present a marked dxfference between the work done-by the poor women (up to 1 ha), -
those of the medlum strata (less than 5 ha) and the vich (more than 5 ha). The - -
poor women work on the famlly farm and sell their labour, often to pay ‘debts for
food bought on cvedlt 1n the fam:.ne perlods, Wthh the men obta:.ned in exchange
for a promlse of the ‘wife! s work 1n'£ﬂe.eoffee harvest at the tlme -of peak demand.
In the case of the medium-sized peasdnts, coffee” growers, thelr w1ves eonstltute
"unpald family labour", in the harvesting of thé’ coffee- they also work on the'
farms of relatives in systems of "exchange" Of labour. “The women "of ‘the rlch
strata. do not do: farm. work., At harvest<time they organlze the 1abouv and work in
- small family businesses (shop, milly restaurant and others). S

Durlng ‘the harvest which lasts three months, the medxum»51zed peasant women'
work up to 17 hours a day, gathering cofféee for 8- hours, do:mg the” housework and
helping to wash, depulp, dry and classify the grains. ' I B

_ In Chile (Aranda; 1982; Lago and Olavarrfa, and Campaﬂa and Lago, 1982), 11: '
is also noted that their participation in farming act1v1t1es increases in the"
higher strata, through a greater diversification of crops and tasks and the larger:
$izé of the surface. In the livestock area work also increases because the number
of poultry is greater and the cows have to be mllked _

CIn the medlum and h;gher strata they-also play a part in the preparatlon of
meals when they have wage workers, family workers Qr those. repaying labour or
dozng overtlme or other forms of reciprocity.’ Carmen D. Deere noted that kitchen °
work raises women's share in the total number of days worked 1n agrlcultural L
actlvltles by 38%. At all events, the tlme of peak demand for women in all the .
strata is the harvest time, whether because they work in the famlly unlt or because
they sell their labour. _ o I

ii) Participafion in stock-raising

In stock-raiszng the women are generally excluded from tbe care .of the

lapget "eattle, the Shlftlng of these anlmals, the brandlng, castratlng, 1nOCulat1ng,

ete., tasks which are the preserve of men.
/In stock-raising,
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In stock-raising, the women have the care of the smaller animals {poultry,
pigs, sheep, goats), The type of animal varies according te the region and the -
economic strata. In Chile, for example, the poor sectors of the north and centre
of the country raise goats in the gouth, the Mapuche communities breed sheep.

In Central Chile, the peasant women raise pigs and poultry, and the higher strata,
cows. In the Andean regions of Chile, Peru and Belivia the women herd sheep and
llamas, It ig their job to feed or pasture the animals, and in the case of goats,
to milk them and make cheeses; in the case of sheep and llamas, to spin and weave;
and in the case of cows, to milk them and make cheese and butter.

d)  Other activities '

In order to supplement the family income the women engage in a large number
of activities in addition to their household and farming tasks, The chief of
these are trade, handicrafts and sale of services.

Women usually perforimn two '6r three different activities, and this has been
termed "female multi-employment",:

i) The female traders

‘Female trading has many forms and includes many lines. The most usual type
is that of street selling, although they may also have fixed posts: in street and
other markets, It is so common in the Andean vegion, Mexico and some countries
of Central America that it has been proposed as a special category of poor rural
women (Arriagada, 1982), The products sold are: small surpluses of the farm
production, geherally garden produce or harvest surpluses; prepared meals, chicha,
eggs, poultry, meat, clothing, handicrafts, etc. 61,4% of the women devote
themselves to trade in the Central Sierra of Peru (Campafia, 1981). Villalobos,30/
finds that the main activity varies in four regions studied in Peru: in one part
of the Sierra trade is the main activity of u4% of the women; in another part of
the Sierra it rises to 84,5%, They attribute surprisingly little value to household
tasks which they declare to be the second or third activity in importance. These
are cases where the men ave temporary emigrants, which would indicate that for the
women houseéwork can easily give way to another activity according to their needs
and family structure. '

ii) The female artisans

Ih the gfeater part of the rural sectors. of Mexico and Central America and-

in the Andean countries, handicrafts play a large part in supplémenting family

/incoma, It
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income, [Tt has beeén said that in ‘Mexico, in pbactically all.thé ruraltewns of
less than 10000 inhabitants, three gquarters of the population work:in handicrafts:
the making of ‘¢otton cloth, the weaving of fibre hammocks, thesembroidering of -
blougses ‘and suits and thé making of baskets are- the ma1n~crafts practised by the -
women i Mexico, Central America, Colombia and’ Ecuador. In the Andean region of
Perty-and:Bolivia the most usual crafts are the spinning of wool, the weaving of
clothing, blankets and rigs, and the making of hats and other articles, ‘In the
Southern Cone -and Atlantic’coast of Latin Amevica handicrafts are less important:
the woolen textiles of the Mapuches and crochet work in Central Chile; textiles
in Uruguay ("Hands of Uruguay"), embr01dery in Paraguay, embr01dery and éroéhet work
in Brazil are the best known.'* ‘ ' e A

There have been opposite developments in the ‘¢dse of handidrafts. = On the
one hand it is said that the need to produce for the 'market: ¥as fiade traditional
crdaft work disappear in some cases (in Peruj mentioned by“Villalobds, op.’cit.).
On the other hand, the introduction of some modern elements has given the ‘women
more time, which they have devoted to handicrafts (for example, with the’ introductio
of grain mills for maize)., In the maize-growing region of Yucatin around 70% of the
women and -children devote ‘themselves to ‘these c¢rafts,

“'In many casea, through the use of a system of intermediaries for their -
marketing, the production of handicrafts has become ‘a home -industry which is paid
by piece work. The earnings are minimal, Tt has been calculated that a craftswoman
recéives for the work of a week the samé as a day's pay for a man working cutside
the town. "It should alsc be noted that the incorporation of women and children:
into the work of earning a money income has increased the dependericé of the
domestic economy on the market.: ' R

‘The intervention of the State in various products in order to aveid .~ . -
intermediatién and to ‘improve prices has failéd "through lack of financial and
commercial capacdity for reguldting the supply of finished products and acquiring:

a significant proportion 6f the produét in the IScality" (Warman, 2983). ~

There are two practices in velation to the origin and marketing of hHandicrafts:
traditional craftwork carried on as a supplement to the family . incomie and performed
along with other domestic tasks; and modern craftwork, whose production becomes the
primary activity and which is $61d to intermediaries'who convert it into'a home
industry paid by piece work, with the disadvantagés pointéd.out by Warman,

/An experiment
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An experlment that is being conducted in Chile (Aranda, 1983) suggests that
the most recommendable procedure 1s the follow1ng. that the craftswoman should
work in her genu;nely free periods and continue to regard handicrafts as a
secondary activity; that ahj orojecf of the State or non-governmental agehcies
should include handicrafts in integral projects relating to womenj and that‘fhe-
procblenm of marketing should be taken over by external agents., Conceived in this
way they may become projects of "growth" for women which enable them to incorporate
a different type of knowledge and training (from accounting to health)., They
enable the women at the same time to form their own organizations, to have different
spatial areas, and to link themselves with the exterior through exhlbltlons and
markets, to refer only to a few aspects. ‘

e) Determinants of partlolpatlon by women

The participation and intensity of women's work in each of the activities” ‘
mentioned is conditioned by a series of factors that have already been extensively
described (e.g., FAO, 1983), These are access to land and .the size of the unit
(whichrﬁes seen to some extent in the crope)ﬁ the stage of the family cycle, which
is mainly influenced by the nﬁmber, sex and age of the children; the composition
of the family,'which refers to thosé who are most involved in the family; the .
technology used and the cultural condltloners, which have to do with what the woman

"ean" or "should“ do.

4, The proletarlanlzatlcn of rural women :

The modernization of agriculture with.the expu151on of peasants from old-establlshed
hac1endas, “tha changes in some sectors to less labour—intensive. crops, the
decomposition of the peasantry in 'areas of small holdings and/or commmities, have
had two basic effects: emigration and proletarianization. Formerly this had been

a more visible process in the case of men, but now it is recognized that it has
an equal effect o women in the loway peasant strata and on femele‘agricultural ,L
labourers. _ 7 .

In general, women's labour has always been present in the different forms
adopted by capital to attach labour: "inquilinaje" in Chile, "concertaje" or
"compafifa" in Colombia, "colonato" in Brazil, "huasipungaje" in Ecuador, etc., as
also in the share-cropping contracts or in labour by agreement. . The man is hired,
but it is assumed that he will include his wife and children,31/ especially in
the crops that require a high seasonal intensity of labour such as coffee, tobacco,

tea and cotton.
/Reference had
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Reference haﬁ‘aiéeaay been ‘made in the FAO ‘document. of 1983 to the.effects.
on women of the emlgratldh “andjor potential sale of the labour of the'men. Speclal
emphasis was placed on the situations ‘that ¢an arisg if the woman-is semi-.. v
proletarlanized in her home ‘("the other activities")s 1f she sells her labour
1ocally, as in “the case of agr01ndustr1es' if she becomes proletarianlzed and ,
emlgrates, ‘and if it is the men who become seml-proletarlanazed proletarlanlzed,»
and emlgrate. Attentlon was dlrected to the effects of the double worklng day,
the greater partlclpatlon in agrlculture the headshlp of the- household and the
possibility of female emigration, ' }_ _ |

In this paper we wish to refer to the ways in which women can- vecelve a wage
in agrlculture, which are as follows: through the 'sale of occa51onal labour in the
country51de.and in tradltional or commerc;al crops’ or 1n agro;ndustry‘ 1n ad hoc
establlshments.i“"' R
a) Seml-proletarlanlzatzon ‘at Farm level .

Labour can be hired for ¢rops that beloig to the higher strata of the peasant
sector and thls generally takee placé in ambiguous circumstances in which the wage-
{lower than the legal) is combined with family relationships, '.The WOmen are .
accompanled by their childven or whole family groups are involved. The condztien

of rural wage-earner is one of the most difficult for women to accept ow1ng to the,,
negative connotation 1n-wh1ch she finds herself involved in an assumed environment
of . peers or equals, Equallty is implied by the eondltlon of peasant.

b) - ?roletarlanxzatlon in the commer01al crqps and packlng gtations -

The 1ncorporatlon of women into agrolndustvlal employnent depends not only’
on the internmal factors of the famlly economy but also ofi the capacity of the . -
system to create jobs and absorh the oversupply of rural labour.. Male labour has
frequently been replaced by female labour 1n times of crisis or as seasonal- labour
because women accept less pay for equal work, since both society. and women have
always considered women' 's wages as complementary to those of the man,

In commercial agrlcultures male labour is replaced by female. In the long
run, however, . there is still a decllne in employment for both sexes. -The greatey
eapltallzatlon and technlflcatlon of agrlculture causes a reductlon in manpower,
and in. such cases. male partaclpatlon takes preeedence over female.. Nonetheless, in

certain activities preference 1S glven to female labour, and here ‘there is

/undoubtedly_a
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undoubtedly a genuine sexual division of labour. This generally occurs in the
handling of fruit -selection, packaging, binding, trimming -and other jobs- together
with work with flowers and vegetables for export,

. It is of interest to make some practical comments on the female wage-earners
with regard to: the places of vesidence, in which are found on the one hand the
semi-proletarians with rural residence, and the purely agricultural proletarians
with urban residence, on the periphery of towns, etc. It is also of interest to
note their marital status and whether or not they are mothers, and finally or
conjointly, the differences between the work in ‘the countryside and that in packing
and processing plants. )

Sale of labour in crop cultivation

. Genevrally, there is a demand for female- labour to work with export crops.
The women hired are very young, between 14 and 24 years of age, or of middle age,
over 35 years, €.g.,, in the flower industry in Colombia, fruit-growing in Chile,
and ‘the vegetable crops in Mexico. . The mothers join the wage-earning labour when
they have at least one child old enough-to take care of the rest. The criteria
as to the ages when children are capable of fulfillingathisﬁfhnction are variable:
they range from 6 years (Colombia) to 12 (Chile), o .

Farm work i -hard but the women dislike it mainly because of .the problem of
image; to be a farm labourer constitutes the lowest grade in the peasant scale,
only surpassed by the condition of domestic servant,

The various jobs range in duration from 2 to % months, In Chile the tasks
of fruit cultivation take uwp little time, from 20 days to slightly more than a .
month a year. Several jobs are given to the same person to increase the periods,
so that an average of three months and five days is obtained. - Coffee gathering
can last from one to two months. If it is a sun wvariety the period can be still
shorter., In other cases such as the harvesting of industrial crops in Paraguay
and Brazil, the whole famlly may relocate to the farms for several months.
Generally the jobs are done by plecewwork by tasks, which makes it a time of
exhausting work. ' ' '

The most complete example of a female agricultural wage-worker is that of
the "volantes" in Brazil, near to Sao Paulo. They are urban residents, and live
" on the periphery of the small towns in the interior of 'Sao Paulo. 32/ Seventy-five

per cent of them are familiar with rural life and their first eéxperience of work

/was in
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was in the unpaid laboup force in agricultures genevally in coffea=growing.. More'
than half .(60%) began to work at the age of 12, They move from place ‘to-place in
response to labour requ;rements. -In the periods when there is no agriciiltural work
they - ‘hire themseélves ‘out as domestic servants in the ¢ity.  In ‘other words, they
combife ‘agriculturdl and uvban work to give continuity to their‘wagé throughout
the year, ' Attother type of femalevagiicultural wage-worker is the "moradora". -
These are still peasant women . living on haciendas, and more than Half entered the
labour force at the age of 11 as an unpaid family worker on a coffee plantation,
‘In 'the Yast 30 years the use of contractors to mobilize ldbour has becotie -
general, The existence of these intermediaries weakens the employment link with
the employer, exempting him from social contributions, Moreover,  the labour force
becomes very sensitive t6 wage variations; in the city it comes to form part of
the urban labdur markeét and Its wages have to absorb the cost of survivaliin cities,
which is higher than that of mital résidents, '-At the present time children-‘are
also hired, but with a minimum ageée 1imit of IN yedrs: - R CE

The various connotations of the ages 6f the women hived’

" The enterprisés hire ‘women who are very young or of matiure age. :In the latter
case, it is assumed that the reproductive cycle has énded, with the idea of reducing
the costs ‘that would havé to be Paid for the social benéfits of maternity.
Similarly, they prefer to hire womén who either Havé no children or who say they
have none, so as to avoid having to pay for "family dependents". :

‘This would therefore appear to combine two ‘strategies: that of the -
enterprises, which prefer women without risk of maternity and apparently without
children, and that of the mothers, who wait for one of their children to be old-
enough to enable them.to be left alone, R : '

c)  Relation between incorporation :in wage-earnlng work and reductien in the

. number of children . ' .

It has.been postulated that the number of chlldren and llkewlse thelr ages .
created incompatibilities between the role of mother and that of worker, this being
reflected in the reduced number of children. In the FAO document of 1983 (Round
Table, p. 52), .although this affirmation is not denied, it is suggested that there

are activities compatible with the role. of mother, o o
. In.the study conducted in Chile (Aranda, 1982}, an attempt was made to observe
how thls theory. functioned,..To verify it a separate analysis was made of the

/situation of
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situation of mothers and that of women without children, . The data obtained show
that neither.of these two variables affects the incorporat1on of the mothers into
the labour market. Some 75, 1% of the mothers are between 21 and 40. years of age; .
they have an average of three chlldren with ages ranging from 2 to 15 5 yeavrs,
These households show high levels of fertility with 4.9 children_ﬂorn_alive'and a
high percentage. of permanence in their homes: 89%, ,. | |

The data show that these households are not affected because the mother may
work outside,.in terms of a diminution in the blrth of chlldren or in the chlldren
finding themselves obliged to migrate at an early age. On the contrary, all the
valves indicated are higher than those of peasant households.

In Suesca, Colombia, 1n one of the flower 1ndustr1es that preférentlally
hire women, 70% of the women were middle aged (an average age of 33 years) and had
an average of five children., In Brazil, in the study made in the region of Sao
Paulo, the average size of the families of the "volantes" and "moradoras" was 6.5
persons. | | | | —

d) Oplnlons on work

The opinions are varied and depend on who expresses them. First there'are
the opinions of the wage~earning women fhemselves, among which one must distinguish
those of childless women from those of mothers; then there are the views of women
who have studied the subject and analysed. the ingerfion,of women into wage-earhing
work under conditions of marked inequality. In the case of Colombia (Silva, 1982;
Medrano, 1982), the wage-ecarning women'in the agroindustry of flowers écknowledge,
in their new condition, the advantages of a job with fixed hours (in certain taéks);
they have a wage equal to that which a man would earn in the reglon' they are not
subjeet to the orders of a housewife; they are thelr own mistress and can return
home in the evening. These are the opinions of former dqmestlc servants who are
now agricultural wage-earners. In the fruit-growing region (Chile) mothers of
families do not like to work outside the home; they work because they must, to buy
groceries for the winter and school equipment for the children, and to do sbme 
vepairs in the house, Some 66,7% prefer to work at home; otherwise they feel that
they are abandoning the home, running about all day, neglectlng the children, etc.

. Young single women without children, on the other hand view their work

situation as positive; they do not mind working in the packing stations, espeglally

/because there
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because there they sée and meet pecple, earn money to buy clothes ‘and to help in -
the home and with the’ schooling ‘of their brothers and sistérs, but they dc not
like to be "ordered about™; they 1like "clean" jobs' under cover, and not dut 6n
the farms, " The ideal for all of" them is to work as secretarles (Arenda, 19823
Lago and Olavarria, 1981). C R ' S

The specific disadvantages of wage work for women are the double working
day, the failure to obsefve labour legislation, and the non-paymeht of the '
agricultural minimm wage on traditional farms: In the large eﬁterﬁbﬁsee;ktﬁé
disadvantages dre gelectivity by age and non-acceptance of pregnant women;' lack
of nurseries for children; minimal sanitary services; wage discrimination; = °
discrimination’'in “the ESsighmeﬁticf'tasks involving responsibility; and the failure
to acknowledge the manual dexterlty for whicl they are contracted as a spec1allzed
skill., K o o N B o

- The unfavourable conditions common to mén'and women on farms and in agro- =
industry relate to problems of environmental health and medical care on the job.
Examples are the heavy use of insecticides on the farms and in the packing etatidns;
and the high level of noise which accompanies'their work (such as in the packing
stations through the use of pressure hamiérs’and staplers and other instruments).
Then there is the excess of heat in medium-sized plants due to'the cémstriction -
materials used, such as zinc_roofs, and the lack of ventilation systems; the
changes of temperatﬁre between the packing sheds and the refrigeration areas; the
long work periocds that often last' for 16 hours Whlch, although they are paid as
 over~time, are exee831vely long. r ' s ) o

It is mainly M, Rolddn (1982) 33/ who discusses the 51gn1f1cance of wage work
for women. She discusses the conceptlon of capltallsm that it is through work
that women are 1ncorporated into development, and the view of feminism, that work
is a llberatlng forte, ' Shé bases her arguments on an example in the Northeast of
Mexico, in a vegetable-exportlng plant with fore than 90 000 women as temporany
wage—earners. ‘ B '

The enterprlses take adVantage of the intuitive generic subordination of
women to maintain the‘margInS'of differentidl earning, through giving them lower
paid work, The posts occupled by women are those characterized by less stablllty,
little qualification, 1ack of legal protecfion and lack ‘of opportunltles of

/promotion. "In
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promotion. "In other words, they are the meanest positions within the hierarchical
structure of capitalist labour-" The reasons for this situation are based on
qualitative differences which have already been mentioned: women are more caveful,
more punctual, more delicate, more submissive, more efficient, more accustomed to
comply and obey: all of which is the result of a sccial process of generic
construction, an "invisible training". The supervisory. tasks are performed by men,
thus transferring the division of labour in the home and society to the. area of
employment, Women are thus proletarianized by incorporating the burden of pre-
existent generic subordination into their class situation and reinforcing it.

Nonetheless, the incorporation of women into the labour market implies a
break with traditional norms; the receipt of an independent income helps to create
a position of strength, both in the case of daughters in relation to their parents
and .wives in relation to their husbands.

S. Income: amount,édministration and destination

Although the estimates of FAO 34/ 1nd1cate that women's earnings contrlbute 50%
or more of family income, the importance of their contribution is no less
qualitative than quantitative, ‘ L .

On the one hand it has been recogniéed that with these earnings and those of
other members of the family (children and others), indigenéé has been avoided in
between 9 and 15% of cases, Equally, between 35 and 20% of these earnings have
saved rural households from falling below the critical povefty lipe,‘thus showing
that the values are underestimated, , | . ‘

The most 1mportant aspect is the destination glven by the women to thlS
money, since they give priority to food: “The feeding of the chlldren is nuch
more closely linked with an increase 1n the mother 8 earnings than 1n that of the
family total".35/

a)  Income generated in the peasant unit

The most complete report on the use and destlnatlon of earnlngs has been .
made for Peru. It is known that after the harvest the husband and wife divide
the production into three. portions, one fbr seeds, another for sale and a third
for family consumption. The last two are administered by the wife. It is also _
said that in some cases the total earnings of fhe men are entrusted‘to‘their wives;

in other cases the amount appears to be about half (Campafia, 1981; Rubin, 1982;

/Young, 18823
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Yonng, 1982° Barria, 1983). * What ia clear is that the women play a large part

e Fo

both in the management of the harvest ‘and - in the earnlngs.\
hey famlly group, vhich fmplles ensuring the dally meals, 'and to this she ‘dedicates
ail her energy. NOt'ODlY‘lS she a great organizev of her daily and weekly tine,
which enables her té ‘carry out the muitiple tasks of her amplified'domestic =
'roﬁtine; but she gods out, in the case of the women traders, to sell small
quantltles of produce "Eor hep aji (chili sauce) and her salt". The other
activities mentloned aboVe such as handicrafts, preparation of meals, igale of -
servuces, aneé destlned o the ‘same end. leewise with the ‘sales’ ‘made - in_situ -

of - eggs, poultry, bread, mllk cheese, all is destined to provide and énsure’
sub31stence, which explalns the multlpllclty of her activities. Although among |
the myths of the peasantry this woman is spoken OF as submissive, in’the batkground,
marginated, it must be remembered that, w1th1n her famlly, it is she who has the
greatest respon31b111t1es.> i )

Women s earnings in the peasant unlts are typlcally stable and dally. Those
of the men occur once a year at harvest-time. or once or tw1ce more if cattle 13 '
sold, If the husband is a temporary worker or a mlgrant the money w1ll arrlve a
W1th hlm, or he w1ll send remlttances for the chlldren s school equ;pnent once
a year and for rellglous festlvals. ‘ ' ‘ o

. When the man is at home he can.manage the money (that From the harvests and
sales of anlmals), but the zncome derlved from the w1fe s act1v1t1es ls for her
excluszve use. In addltlon to a531gn1ng it to food, she allocates it to clothing
for the ehlldren and to thelr edueatlon. which 1ncludes enrolment fees, parents'
contrlbutlons equlpment daily transport etc,

b) Income derived from wagenearnlng labour .

A

These earnings are derived from seasonal work at the tzme of harvests and
product-proce531ng, they usually represent substantial amounts by peasant standards
since they arve equivalent to industrial wages ana'are often supplemented by over-
time pay. In some reglons and . countrles they can be equal or even super1or to
those earned by the men, when the work necessarlly 1nvolves over~t1me labour. The
work in 1ndustr1al plants is generally allotted 1n tasks based on a mlnlmum yleld,
,and ‘work 1n excess of thls also receives addltlonal payment.f These sums can be as

hlgh as, US$ 180 per month. _The marrled woman use thlS money, as 1n the prev1ous .

/case, to
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case, to ensure sub31stence for the rest of the year, espec1ally during winter in
"the blue months" or the. months of "John Thln", when thlnge are very difficult
economically, since there 1s‘no.demand for the labour of either men or women.,
With this money she buys non-perishable goode such ass flour, sugar, tea, spaghetti,
and some preserves. She also allots a certaln amount to ensure the educatlon and
clothing of her chlldren. She hardly ever - buys anything for herselfa

Enquiry has revealed the noteworthy fact that the money earnmed by the single
women is reserved for the same purposes as that of the mother. In some cases
-very few— they hand over all thelr money to the mother, 1n others they retain a
portion for their own expenses and the rest they a331gn to the home and to ensurlng
the education of their younger brothers and sisters. In the case of Mex1co (Kate
Young, 1962) the slngle women speak of a "pool" to which all contrlbute without
the mother's having an exact idea of what proportlon is contrlhuted by eaeh member
of the famllv. It is agreed that thlS "pool“ is admlnzstered by the mother, as in
the case of data recelved an Peru and in most of the cases studied in Chile. There |

is no detailed informaiion on the rest of the countries.
IiI. THE RURAL FAMILY

Several studies have referred, specificaily or'indirectly, to the rural family.
This information taken together shows that the rural famliy is belng affected
by a mult1p11c1ty of phenomena Whlch makes it necessary to ‘bring up to date our
former knowledge on the subject. The exzstlng stereotypes, such as the prevalence
of extended famllles, w1th early marrzages, large size, hlgh levels of fertlllty
and permanence of their members under the authorlty of the paterfamlllas, must
be revised. The situation today would appear to be: a trend tcwards the 1ncrease
of nuclear fammlles, low 1nc1dence of extended famllles, 1ncrease of one-person
and 1ncomplete families; dlmlnutlon and deferment of marrlages, a notable decllne
in the blrth-rate, a female head of nousehold, the proletarlanlzatlon of the women,

absent fathers; emigration,

/i, Nuclear
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”‘ia Hiclear versus extended and incomplete families

In the flrst place and in relatlon tc the predominant types of families (nuclear'g
extended compos;te and lncomplete), it seems ev1dent that the nuclear’ famlly ig:
predomznant and the trend is fcr thls to increase. o
There are also statements foumd in documents of a reglonal “nature on the
fallacy of the 1dea of the prevalence of extended famllles (Adrlenne Germalne,
A.C.E,. Po, 1982 Doc. FAO 1983 Rcund Table...). This fact has been observed
smmultaneously 1n Chlle Argentlna, Peru, Bollvaa, Colombla “and- Bra211, in the
,studles analysed. Thls trend behaves 1n dlfferent ways accordzng to spat1a1
trata and reglon; o o RS
It has been observed that relatlonshlps exist among the type of famlly,
glven p01nts of time Wlthln the famlly cycle, the economlc standlng of the provader
and reglonal dlfferences. | o R ' o
In a comparlaon of the Chllean famllles of Greater Santiago with thoae of
four rural localities in the central reglon, it was found that extended famllles
were more numerous in the urban than in the rural areas. o
It has been suggested (C. Ds Deere 1978) that rural families linked with the
labour market become nuclear, whereas those that produce value in kind absorb
labour, eepeclally famlly, and glve rise to comD051te or extended families, What
1s observed 1s that to the extent that the iand resource becomes scarce in the
small proPertles and the large no longer malntaln reszdent populatlon and only
contract temporary workere, “the young populatlon tends to emigrate. If a'son
marrxes he will form his nuciear famlly apart from the truncal famaly. 1f he
becomes a proletarlan the effect 13 clearer since ‘he can then move neab to the’
sources of labcur.36/ In the medlum and upper strata, where stable manpower is .
requlred men are 1ncorporated and the famllles then become extended cr com9051teq
_ In many cases it has become dlfflcult to separate thé" nuclear famlly from
the extended and 1t has been argued that they cannot be seén out51de the family
cycle.37/ The new famllj would cften form 1teelf within the paternal family after
which at around the age of 30 the son leaves with his own famlly and constitutes
a new nuclear family.
High proportions of extended families are found in the commmnity context.
They have been observed in Mexico and Peru., Repayment of labour, work in the

house of relatives, preparation of common meals, all weaken the boundaries between

/nuclear and
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nuclear and extended family. Noordam {1981) veports that in Belivia brothers,

on inheriting land, build thelr houses on the same plot and with communlcatlng
TOOmS, They have their meals together and share the care of the children and the
work, so that it can be said that "the famlly relations are of the extended family
type although the homes are nuclear", :

The nuclear family predomlnates in the Andean region of Colombla (59% of the
total)., Here, besides, the women between the ages of 25 and 40 are in the majority
because of the high emigration of men, Some 13% of nuclear hdﬁéebélds are directed
by women (Ordofiez, 1983).

In Paraguay, in two areas of State éblonizatiOn studied,'khere the aim was-
to establish an agriculture of medium-sized farmer-owners, the pléts of land came
to be subdivided through inheritandé. New families have beén‘formed on the same
farms, but in respect of work they have contlnued to act in conjunctlon with the
original famlly under relations of exchange of labour llke ‘the “mlnga" and other
forms of solldarlty. When the men who form new families find themselves obllged
to emigrate in order to surv1ve, it 1s customary to send the grandchlldren to be
cared for by the grandparents, thereby convertlng the orlglnal families into ' 7
extended families.38/ A third of the famllzes of these settlements are of thlS
type (FAO, 1983).

a) Regional variations

Returning to regional variations in relation to types, it has been noted
that Bolivia‘also shows marked differénces. The huclear_families are found above
all in the rural areas of the Altiplano, with very low percentages of composite
households, Whatrqccufs is an‘expulsioh of mémberslof'the family, explained by
the extreme subdiviéion of the land which conVefts "the redistribution of poﬁerty
into a re-establishment of the young people in the monetarized labour market"
(Noordam, 1980), In the tropical plains, where there is commergial agriculture,
with zoues of colonization, there is a low percentage of nuclear hoﬁsehdlds and
a larger one of comp051te households, these reflectlng a greater capacity of
labour absorption and the formation of Labour communltles.

In Peru, Campafia (1981) also_observed that the poor families are structured

around nuclear families,

/Orddtiez (1983)
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Ordétiez (1983) observed the same predomlnanoe of the nuclear famlly 1n _
Colombia but" also found marked reglonal varlatlons. The lowest percentage 1s _
found on the Atlantic coast, ‘this is die to the type of land occupation based on
an “itinérant’ agrlculture which entails long absences for the men and thereby
creatés wistable relatlonshlps. Stablllty is supplled by the women; they eStabllsh
the famllles whloh come from free unions, and are supported by the soolal mechanlsmo
‘based ‘on the communlty, whlch is often confused with the extended famllyo ' o

‘Extended families constltute a thlrd of the famllles of the country but are
aiso unequally distributed reglonally. ‘ '

b) - Types of families and peasant strata

Ir almost all known cases, dlfferences were seen w1th1n reglons or areas. _
Two examples will suffice, In’ Chlle (Aranda 1982) a predomlnance of ~old, nuclear
families was found in one valley whlch was studled. In the peasant strata, :
however, a dlfferent behav10ur was observed. In the group of rural seml- a
proletarlans, Group I nuclear famllles were.as prevalent as 1ncomplete famllles,
but ‘as’ regards age there was an absolute predomxance (82 9%) of young famllles.
Among the poor peasants or Group II 1noomp1ete famllles predomlnate and in
contrast ‘to what is seen’ 1n the prev1ous group, they are mainly old famil 1es._“i
In Group III of peasants young nuclear families oredomlnate followed by extended
and composite famllles. In Group IV nuclear families are most frequent followed
by incomplete fanllles, w1th a predomlnance of old families. '7"”“

“In another Colomblan reglon (El Esplnal),.a clear correlatlon is found )
between peasant strata ‘and type of family. In the lowest strata, I and II, the
nuclear famlly predomxnates, followed by the extended famlly. In stratum I1I
the extended famlly predomlnates and in TV half the famllles are nuclear, follored
by the’ ampllfled famlly which 1noludes in addltlon to other relatlves_the domestic
servants. Lo e L | B

Generally speaklng, ‘the nuclear family would predomlnate 1n areas of '
subproletarlanlzatlon and proletarlanlzatlon. '

c) The other factor observed in connection w1th famlly types is the frequency

of 1ncomplete famllles thls belng understoad as famllles which are not based on

couples.: These famllies con31st of single brothers and s;sters who llve together }
ov unmarried adult children who live with one or another of their Wldowed parents,

generally the mother, The unmarried status was related to the size of the unit

Jand it



- 37 -

and it was fpund_that.41.7% of the single men were owners of surfaces of under
2.5 ha,-that is, they belonged to thefproletarian strata and pobr peasants, It
would seem, then, that the explanation of the non-formation of a new f@mily'lies
mainly in the economic condition of the persons interviewed, (These observations
were made in Chile by Aranda, 1982.)

d) Another fact worthy of note is that of one-~person famllles whlch has been

detected in some countries. The source quoted above, which compares Santiago, Chile,
with four rural areas of the country (Ferndndez, 1968), found on the ohe_hand

“that the percentage of homes of one-person families is twice as high. in-the rural
communltles as in Greater Santiago, and that the number of persons who do not form
famllles is hlgher,ln rural‘famll;eso. This was also observed in Chlle, Peru and
Bolivia. In the latter case, 17% of the families were unipersonal.

e) The non-formation of families

There is also evidence of the existence of young coﬁéles who have been
together for a long time but who continue to live separately in the homes of their
parents. In many cases one or two children have been born of these relationships
but not even this eévent induces them to live tqgether under the same.roof.
£) Double residence

In the Sierra of the Andean countries {Peru, Campafia, 1981, and Bolivia,

Noordam) theve is evidence of the double residence of husbands coming from.

agricultural communities, where for reascns of work outside the region they leave
their home and family in the community and live in a second home near their Place
of wofk. The children generally go there for school purposes and the wife remains
behind in charge of the sustenance of the smallest children and herself,

g)  The deferment of the age of unions and marriages

Generally speaking, there appears to be a tendency in all the countries-to
defer the age at which both men and women form unions. The deferment of unions
has been tied in with the Chanfln" expectations of agricultural wage~earners and
with hipher educational levels (Brazil, Mexico, Chlle, Colombia). Widespread
1mpoverlshment is another factor, in that it becomes necesgary to have a steady .
income, or two seasonal wage sources, in order to form a family when the younger

people cannot install themselves in the parents' house.

/2, Headship
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As regards the foreégoing casés; emphasis must beé 1did on: the fact of female
headship of households, which was viewed formerly ih dnother eontext 'and.which .
preeénfe'variEtions'iﬁ direct relation with the departure of the husband in'search
of work outside the village or community. The departures tend to bé more prolonged
than‘‘the Hiring for seasonal ‘agricultural jobs, since these men are employed as
miﬁers, builders, labourers on public works, in manufacturing, ete, In these '
cases the wife assumes this function de facto, with the materidl and effective =
resbonsibiliéiee that it implies towards her children, and also towards herself,’
in 7iew of her husband's absence, There is another type of female household .
headship which Gecurs in the free, consensual unions or in unistable Sexual relation:
{Colombia, Paraghay, Brazil, Jamdica' and Central ‘Amepica in general). At times
various unions occur which leave several children who-are the ‘sole vesponsibility
of the woman, * In these cases the woman genebally becomes proletarianized, carries

out a varlety of act1v1t1es durlng “the year and has a larger number of chzldreno S

' 3.‘ The decllne in the blrth-rate

In consonance with the facts noted above ~the loss of land, the difficuity of
findipg work, the jobs that. imply emigration~ on the one hand, aﬁd‘fhe'deférment

of unions, the non-foxmation of couples or femllles, and the. knowledge of methods
of. contraception, on the other, have caubed a, notable decline in the fertlllty
indexes in all the countries.. At the same time & shortenzng of the reproductlve
period to more or less 16,5 years in allzls‘obsepvable,ln”somelcasee (0;1ve;ra,r
1978) .39/ . o L oL

The decline in fertlllty at country level can be seen 1n table 2, The

totals for Latin America and the Carlbbedn show a marked decrease hetween 1960-1965
and 1975-1980 for the total and for each‘of,the<ceuntn1es_of the-reglop mxtheLt
exception, . There are striking differences in.fertility rates between the countries
of the Southern Cone and the others, whether Andean countries or. Central Amerloanu
In Central America there is a surprising decrease in Costa Rica and Cuba. In the
Andean countries there is a significant decline in. +he rates in Colambia and
Venezuela, In the North Atlantic sector, there is a notable decrease 1n BPale
and to a lesser extent in Paraguay, It is believed that large families were

customary. in historical periods when certain crops which were highly labour-intensiv

/Table 2
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Table 2

GLOBAL FERTILITY RATES EXPRESSED IN NUMBER OF CHILDREN -

1960~ 1965~ 1970- 1975

1965 1870 1975 . 1980.

Southern Cone countries
Chile 5.0 4,1 3.3 3.1
Argentina 3.1 3.0 3.0 2,9
Uruguay . 2.9 2.9 3.0 2.9
Andean countries
Peru 6.9 6,6 5.8 5.5
Bolivia - 6.6 6.6 6,5 6.4
Ecuador 7.0 6.8 6.5 6.3
Colombia 8,7 6,0 4,8 4.3
Venezuela _ 6,7 6.0 5,2 h,7
North Atlantic
Brazil 6,2 5.7 5.1 4.5
Parag‘uay Bgs 5.1" 5:7 5:2
Central America and Mexico , e ,
Mexico . : ‘ ) . 6.8 6.7 6.2 ! ,sbq‘ :
Guatemala - 6.9 Bl 6.2 5.7
Honduras T4 Tl Tl Ta1
El Salvador 6.9 6.6 6.3 6.0
Nicaragua 7.3 7.1 6.9 6.6
Costa Rica 7.0 5.8 4,3 3.6
Panama 5.7 5.4 4,8 Tyt
Cuba Y 4,3 - 3.5 2,2
Dominican Republic 7.5 7.1 6.2 - 5.0 .

Total ' 6.0 5.6 5.1 4,6

|
|
|
|

Source: Statistical Yearbook for Latin America, 1981, ECLAC.

{coffee, péanuts, and others) needed large contingenfs and numerous families., In
settlement areas in Bfazil, for example, families with more than five members were
rewarded and had all their installation costs paid by"the,"Stat'e° At present, in
circumst;nées in which the families have little or no land, they tend to be smaller,
This has been generally obServéd-in the Bolivian‘Altiplaﬁo and the Peruvian Sierra;

in the former the rural families are smaller than the urban (Noordam), whereas in

/areas of
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areas of longstanding minifundia the non-constitution of families, and one-person
families, have been noted. This means that, apart from emlgratlon all these new
features of the rural famlly represent an 1nternal control or a strategy for
contending with poverty whlch cocurs prec1sely at thls level and w1th thése
nechanlsms (see table 2). o _ ' )

" Data from some researches give examples of these facts:

'~ There is a very evident difference in the number of childreh‘ﬁetﬁeen women
of 35 to 40 years of age and those over 40 in Srazil. In the first gtoup tﬁééé'ié
a very.considerable decline in the number of children compared with the secohd :
group (desplte the fact that the former are Stlll at a child-bearing age they would
not be expected to 1ncrease much" more the number of children): o

' Women between 35 and 40 yeape: number of ch}ldren 4,1, with 3.7 surviving;

Vomen of over 40 years: number of children. 9.8, with 7.8 surviving,

(Data: Study made by ECLAC/Unlver31ty of Sao Paulo.)
In Colombia, in face of the changes in the structure of coffee-growing, and through
excess of population, the closmng_ef the territorial coffee frontier and the proeese
of proletarianization, the concept-of the large family is being abandoned., To'this
end, the Federation of Coffee-Growers is providing programmes of birth control. 40/
In Garcia Rovira {Colombia), information is available on the rejection of large
famllles, the stratum which shows the smallest number of children is No. I, that of
the poorest families (4.3u4 children; on average).-

-'In Brazil the residents: (rural) have 3.7 children born alive, the "volantes"
3.3, 'They have the last child at around the age of 36 or 37, so that the reproduc-
tive period is appreximately 16,5 years, They make the breast-feeding period-laet
up to-five years in order not to bacome pregnant {Coletta, F.A. de Oliveira, g.c1t.)

=.In Chile (Aranda, 1984) the women of over 40 years of age have on average

7.0 chlldren, those of under 40 have on average 1 8 chlldren 41/ N _ ‘
- For some researchers (Ordﬁﬁez, 1983) the decllne in fértlllty among agrlcul-
tural wage-earners 1s .ot so clear. Observatlons 1n Colombla Jed . h1m to afflrm
that the. peasantry . haa a hlgher average fertility than ‘the rural proletarlat because
of the lower average age of the wage-earuers, thelr seml-unban re81dence, thelr 7
'labour 1nstab111ty, etcs There are contnadlctory data, as observed 1n Chlle where
prcletarzan famllles w1th urban resxdence have a larger number of chlldren than '

/semiéprolétarian”'
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that enables us to establish the trend,

At present there is no evidence

. = In contrast, a very..clear relatlonshlp 1s observable between educational

level and number of chlldren, operatlng in the sense: of the more education, the

fewer children.

statement, The follow;qg table .clearly illustrates the.SLtuatlon in Mexico,

Tabié 3

AVERAGE OF CHILDREN BORN ALIVE TO MARRIED AND 'CONSENSUAL WOMEN
ACCORDING TO THEIR RURAL OR SEMI-URBAN RBSIDENCE AND

There are many examples in varlous countries that support this

e . .THEIR LEVEL OF SCHOOLING a/

. RURAL WITHOUT.URBAN INEFUENCE

SECTOR I
Age T11iterate. i1st, ?nd? rd uth end 5th . §th;ﬂ;g Secondary Total
groups . primary ~ primary primary and over _
15-29 3.3 5.4 2.5 2.2 - 2.2
(181) -(239) ,3(57) (20) (5) - (512)
(301) (254) (49) (10) (5) (619)
TOTAL 6,0 5.5 u.7 4,1 3¢5 5.6
(482) {493) (116) (30) {10) (1 131)
Total E/
Standardized 5.6 5.6 5.3 5.3 2.5 5.5
RURAL WITH URBAN INFLUENCE
SECTOR I
Age . 1st, 2nd, 3rd 4th and 5th 6th Secondary
groups Illiterate primavy primary primary and over Total
15"‘29 200 3.2 3.1 1.”‘ - 206
(25) (59) (21) (15) (7) (127)
3049 8.1 6.7 7.5 -~ - TJU
(63) (60) (16) (3) (3) (145)
TOTAL .4 5.0 5.0 2.4 i,6 5.2
(88) {119) (37) {18) (10) (272)
Total b/
Standardized 5.3 5.1 5.5 4,6 2.2 5.2

/Table 3 {concl.)
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Table 3 (conecl.)

....l..,_-.;.. .‘_ S oo i SECTORIII PR

Age Illltemate 1st, 2nd, 3rd uth and 5th 6th -

: Secondany 7
groups prlmary  “primary - prlmary and oven: TOtal Total~

v R e

15-26 3.0 2.1 77 a8 a9
(68) (95) (1) (42)

30-49 7.1 7.0 BT 5.2

(49 08) G (9)

4% 2 B9
(26) (278) (915}

4,3 6.8 7.3
(21) (326)(1 090)

. f

TOTAL 5.6 - 5,00 80 78,2
(183) (203)" . (e7) T E71)

2, 8. "4 4,9 5.3
(47} (602)(2 005)

—— _ ‘ .
Standavdized 5.2 o077 1 T kg TR T

3.1 4,9

SOurce° PECFAL~R ‘Hexico, 1969«1970.’f' T T e e

a/ Excludlng the “NO RESPONSE".

b/ The standardization-permits. the ellmanathn.of the dlfferent age StPUCtUTe that
may exist between the sectors, thus, making poss;ble comparison between them.

- Fewer than 10 cases, T r1

Catalina Gougaln "Influencias de la escolaridad sabre la fecundldad en los

medlos rural y' semlunbano de México, in La Fecundidad Rural en Méx;co, 1983.
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IV. WOMEN'S DEMANDS AND ORGANIZATIONS: SOME REFLECTIONS

Desplte the fact that in almost all the offlclal documents reference 1s made to
the need for women's part1c1patlon in the dlscu331on of local, reglonal and ‘
national affairsy to the need for them to make proposals and manlfest their
demandg, along with the urgency for this to he: channelled through their own
organizations, there has been very llttle progress and/or there is very llttle “
information on the subject. _ ‘

There are several points to be emphas;zed in thls connectlon. 1) It bears -
repeating that women are great organlzers of their time, as is evidenced by their
performance of thelr ampllfled household tasks and their independent actav;ttes,l
2} women do not express themselves verbally, but their opinion is 1mportant and _;
can be cbtained through thelr husbands, 3) vwomen fulfil a serles of soc1al and o
cultural roles which are posslbly not apprec1aaed by or known to the external h
agents; 4) women take part 1n organlzatlons, but they are dlfferent from the
known ones,

A numbey of observatlons concerning the flrst po;nt hdve already been made.
Regardlng the second, it has been shown in the conclu51ons of the Seminar on
Andean Research and in varlous stud1es that: women are responseble for 1mportant
decisions, the more .80 the poorer the stratum to which they belong. The aforesaid
Seminar concludes: that it is a myth that women "are marglnated fron decisions
both inside the family and in the communlty” 42/ It is true, however, that
women do not know how to express themselves, and are often unable to conceptuallzé
their feellngs{, It 15 true that women are 1nart1culate and therefore cannot
exprese-their demands. This is the reésult of oultural patterns; the one who
speaks in public is the man, Moreover;-women do not feel preoared they feel
they are uneducated and. are ashamed of their lack of preparatlon for publlc _
participation. They also feel "stult;fled“ by child-bearing. In _experiments
in Chile with Personal Development Workshops women have asked'to be taught how
to speak (Pemci, 1984), Women must be trained nthrouch workshops, women's groups,
special meetings, or other methods— to formulate their aspirations and demands.

Regardzng the third p01nt that of the social and cultural roles performed
by rural women as descrlbed in the FAO—document, 1983, attentlon 15 drawn’ to

the large number of activities carrled out by women to malntaln and further the

/communication, fellowship
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communication, felloweﬂip‘andraympathy that makefsoeial 1ifé*possibie.‘ In the
peasant communities th1° duty falls almost excluslvely on the women and ranges
from organizing ceremon;es (baptlsms, weddlngs, etc.} ‘and promotlng co=opération:
and good wall among. relat;ves or the fam111es of the nezghbourhood to organizing
services, reclprocal exchanges of work and barter arrangements. Not only does
the amount of time that women devote to these act1V1t1es 20 unrecognlzed, but -
there is alsc a fallure to take it into account in calculatlng how much -time is
to be assigned to varlous tasks. The extent to whlch women must perform‘SUch
activities can affect the time. avallable for other productlve tasks, So too, if
they fail to carry out these act1v1t1es as a result of thelr increased -
part1c1patlon in. elther unpald or, pazd agrlcultural work fhere will be a-
deterioration in the relatlons of solldarlty and 1n general o 3001al fellowship
in the:commpunity,u43/ . o PR e

Respecting . the fourth p01nt membershlp 1n organlzatlons, it must 41so be
said that women take part in a’ great number of act1v1t1es, which are sometimes
very different from those of the men. In general, women are excluded from the =
traditional productlve (male) organlzatlons, such as the assoc1atlons of
1rr1gat10n, of the mountaln slopes opr common pastures, or the COmoperatlves of
production. They have also been’ excluded from agrarlan reform organizations
and processes;, they have not been regarded as members, nor have they been
incorporated into them. This is in line with the stereotype.wwomen to be
excluded from matters concerning productlon. ‘ '

Nevertheless they: are active partlclpants in everythlng that concerns the-
direct well-belng of their famlly, i.e., in everythlng seen as useful and
necessary. And it is there that you will find them, on all the "Pro Comm1ttees*
Pro-water supply, electrlc 1zght, polycllnlc, mlnl-market, school, road,
improvement in the bus serv1ce, ete. They participate actively and in their own-
way: arranging raffles, prepar;ng meals and sweets to sell at football matches, -
organizing dances, etc.uul They are alse dlsc1pllned and co-operative assistants
at the centres of parents and guard;ans, but even there they do not express . -
their views, - t "Tk”‘ B - .

' - Women -also play an 1mportant part 1n rellglous feSthltleS’ through the
"cofradias', or dance groupsy in the celebratlon of the day of the patron of the
town or community; as "godmother", etc, This is also true Sf ‘church activities

" such as catechism, missions, etc,
o C - /The Mothers'
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The Mothers' ‘Centres in Chiié are a s?ecial type of ‘organizaticn. These
centres were formed by the State 20 years ago, and there are 350 of them in the .
central valley region alone, with more than 10 000 members. Experience has
shown that when péaéan% women organize themselves they do not look for a
relationship with pﬁblic iife'at the national level, but seek a space of their-:
own, ''to go out" to "learn to speak“ to combine the daily round with a .
handicraft whlch as far as p0331ble will produce earnlngs.usl

A large number_of_pro:ects for women are supported by the Church with
external aid, They a:e-of two fypes,‘pﬁoduétiye and training. Almost all favour
the formation of smeli'groﬁps'of around 15 persons; ' There is some information .. .-
on educetipngl_pfpjecte as well as training and discussion groups; housewives'
clubs;_heélth cenffee and mbnitor'tfaining centres; small productive projects;
and otﬁers. 'Thé aeéé'are ffagmentary; however, and haveé not been assessed, At
the tlme of writing there 1s only one evaluatlon, referring to-Chile, which is.
still unpubllshed 46/

With respect to the euestiens of free time and organization, rural women
lack leisure time and opportunities for recreation. This is the result of
several factors: the fact that women are considered as *housewives" and '"home-
bodies"; that they actually have so many tasks and responsibilities; that they
themselves, as well as others, do not recognize that they have a right to rest
and rec}eafion' and the'fact that it has never occurred to them that. the
possibility eXlSLS of having their own space to share with other women in.clubsy.
social groups, centres, etc. '

. These p01nts explazn ln part women's reluctance to take part in meetings .-
or activities whlch are not fully 3ust1fled in their own and others' eyes,
especially those of thelr husbands. The feeling is that they cannot waste .
time, must always be busy and must not be seen in the sireet, in order te. fl*-;:.
the accepted image of women.

The 1mage of male peasants ~and’ here there are marked contrasts with
women= is that of the "publlc" man, Men are seen as belonging in the street,. -
as establlshlng tne ‘bonds with the outside world. During the week theéy have -
the street, the corner where they meet and chat with friends, as well as the .
community grbups such as the irrigation board, co-operative, union and shops. .

On Sundays and holidays, they congregate at the soccér games,. bars and bazaars.

/Kate Young
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'Kate Young observed something simpilar in the case of Mexico. "There is
another: area im which the rights:of men and .women are markedly different: the
men can, -and.do,:spend the product. of their work (and that of their wives)“gn‘éﬂl
a series of activities .of personal. consumption such as smoking, drinking, .
maintaining: two: families, among others. . Indeed, on any feast day or market day
the men will be found drinking in the bars with their male relatives and frlenQS_
while their wives are busy in the market, ox -in household activities.' e

The. intention is to stress the need for changing these images. Vomen
should have ‘free -time,-:should be able to leave.the house -as they do now in order
to shop- should have their «wn space, should be.able to gather in public wiyh e
other women to talk about themselves.or the community, and should be able to
express their needsj in order for this to come-about, they must be trained and .
must organize themselves. - Progress must be made-in_this_direqt;oa;if wpmenAargw
to become participants in sogiety-and. in the economy.. , e

These aspirations are not alien to them; they are present in the continued
existence of. the Mothers' Centres, in women's requests to.speak out, to have

access to mére-education: and to-have social centres.i7?/

£t 0¥, . RECOMMENDATIONS -AND- POLICIES

In the 1983:FAO document, "Round:Table on Survival Strategies of the Peasant,
Units", a social policy:design for women is given.on the, basis of all the .
available data, which we fully endorse and support, Some comments are., called
for, however.: - -« o o Lt s e el I

1. Two areas of concern. in regard,to:rural. women:clearly; stapd . out in. the :
recommendations contained:in official documents.  One.focuseg on women @ .
agricultural -and, particularly, food- producers, while the other relates to ., .
the integral development of women and their retention in.pura;.apéas,a The .
situation is complicated by.the faet that,peasant. wemen Tulfil -twg
different roles: housewife and fermer.. . Peasant women in the process of _
preletarianization alsco play-a dual‘rola:}housewifeaandlagricultupgl;wage7earner,
The issue :then becomes how. to implement. policies.which, will reconcile both
concerns-and both roles without -adding: further to.the burden;of responsibilities
and work-already borne-by women. '~ iy Loz ¥?vffiiﬁz‘;,ﬁ

;e /2., In
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.2, In the policies there has been a de facto division between the public
and -private’spherés. Women, since they are fundamentally "private" persons,
are generally excluded from policy métters, which are public.‘ ThlS means that .
there are no’ studies on relatlons within the family: relations between the couple,
socialization, subordination, the real existence of a patr;archy and how it is
manifested, relations with the outside world, etc. There_is,_mpreoyer!;aﬁ
erroneocus conception of what is public and whaf_is‘private. 1hefe.is nothing
more private than conception and yet it has been the objeét of'pubiic policies
for'over 20 years. - Private matters relate to that other area of wpmeﬁfs needs |
or rights to which reference was made; they are outside the sphere of productibf
and economic considerations, and enter fully into the area of "human needs", |

3. It has become clear that peasant women's'situations‘are ektpemely
changeabie,“contrary to what had previously been thought.. They are constantly
undergoing two simultaneous processes: peasant stratification, and the family
cycle, An additional factor in this regard is the type of agricultural econcmy
in which they are invelved. :This is brought up in order to bring out the
dynamics and the complexity of the situations which policies must take into
dccount, - IR R LR A ! e : |
4, Another highly advisable course of action is to ask the follow:ng _

-question in regard to each situation, case and countrys:. What dlstlngu;shes é
poor rural woman from a poor rural man or a poor rura;vch;ld2_dThe purpose of
this question is to prevent policies from unnecessarily excluding other“ﬁ§g3gfs

of the family group.

el

" S« It has been proposed that, within the context of the economlc crlsls
“affecting the.region and in view of the increase in rural poverty, some of the
solutions should be sought at the local level, where the organlzatlon of women.
should play a leading role both in the artlculatlon of their demands and 1n
the search for solutions based on thelr QuWn resources. It is important that
the techn;cal and financial axd supplied should constitute a support for the ::
mass of accumulated knowledge that peasant women possess (household orgdnlzatlon,
cultivation techniques, popular medicine, handicrafts, etc. ...) and_relnforgg
~their self-reliance in a different model of ruyral development. -
:6;-Ragarding‘compatibilities;and the need to lighten rural women's

current and future workload, a package of simple technologies or simple solutions

/should be
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should be sought that would tend fo- llghten ‘the ‘tasks that demand‘excessive
energy and tlme and to 1mprove ‘the conditions 1n whlch “Fhe family lives, eig.,‘-
.fetchlng water, fetchlng flrewOOd maklng ‘breéad,” washlng ‘ci¥thes,” Foprsthiss it
wwould be’ necessary to construct 31mp1e household elements‘ +d use élean’ and-

cheap forms of‘energy, to 1ncrease the use of solar energy to prov:de hot sater;

S T -
B A f

to prcv1de sanltary serv;ces, etc.
Further, a package of' alternatlve technologles should be sought whiehw

would 1ncrease and enrich the varlety of food products: e.g., the pacovery: of:.

lost or forgotten vegetable ‘spedies’ of hlgh nutritive value' such as the "quinca";

the 1ntroductlon of organlc vegetable gardens, and’ technlques for preserving

. [N
R .

the new food products.
7 There are few studies dealing with the effect of the communlcatlon
medla on rural women, but it is weéll known ‘that these generally ‘transwit 33"?ﬂ”f
messages forelgn to their s1tuat10n, ‘so that they do not help to devie 18P their
awareness and encourage them to modlfy ‘their situdtion.” An 1nterest1ng e
contribufion by women's organizatlons would be to ‘foster horizéfital 7 v
communication medla, that is, to develop “alferhative comidnicst #6n media that -

would help to glve value to their own culture and resources, thereby ineregdsing

i nvne o Fa

thelr self-rellance as an agent of’ changé.
—8;
and proletarlan women. The ‘Former have been sﬁff1c1ently gtudied “ini the "

.7,.._“:

There 1s an unequal emphaS1s in“'the researches as between ‘peasant ‘vonien
situation of peasant economles, but not in ¥RE “sitdation of rural !l
proletarlanlzatlon. Tor instance the women in the forest villorios apré’
proletarlanlzed but have no work, agrlcultural & btherW1se, and- it is not
known how they are inserted into the urban markd¥." Ri1“the stidies o .date have
been polar;zed between women ‘of the ‘pural area, ‘with 411 the dlfferences that
are Found there, and women of the' urban ated,” ' Thé“situation' of ‘women’ in the
process of becomlng proletarlanlzea who are ‘ot yet ‘inserted into-the towns but
1nstead livé on 'the’ perlphery or who apé”et¥abiished 1n ‘the villages,’ VlllOPlOS,

"rural communities" or unstable settlements, Eas not' yet been included- in any

L B R D

study, however.
9., Thus far;"the?stﬁdies'carriea out have nét madeé Specific vecommendations
for pol;czes or have only done’ so° 1n regar& o partlcular problem ‘situations.

”Moreover, the official brganizatiofis and non~governmentil ageficies’ accept ' the

S O R
BEIS A S G

/diagnoses supplied
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diagnoses supplied by technicians and research findings.which, although very
important, usually represent outsi&elviews. This fact shows up the need to
supplement this knowledge with information supplied by rural women themselves.

10, This increases the need to support different forms of research whleh
will complement the traditional methods. From this standpo:nt ‘it is important
to ‘collect and analyse the experiments done along the lines of participative.
feseareh and popular education, as a way of going beyond the knowledge of the
situation of rural women; that is, to now this reality in order to transform
*it§ In this sense an importent task can be performed in compiling and
systematizing the numerous experiments that are being carried out by various
groups iﬁ_Latin America 48/ and which includes techriques such as:'groub
discussions, case studies, personel'testimohy,.Hramatizations, etc., The present
challenge is to give to these.new,methodologies-a character of research.
Arpiaga3(1981)‘points out thet the chief faulfe of these methodologies can be
summarized in the difficulties in establish'ing genuine criteria, in
characterlzlng the” pre—ex1stent noticns of the ‘pesearcher and in formulating
pronouncements of a general nature, o

11. The different rural women and the changes. “they are experlenCLng "should
be ranked and cla351f1ed from-the most general to the most. partlcular cases,
in such a way as to present an objectlve view of Latln Amerlcan rural Women.
ThlS classlflcatlon should functlon as a matrix of data by eubreglons which
would embrace the main results of researches, documents and theory on women
produced in the region, The situation cf the different. women will make it
~ possible to understand and dlfferentlate them, it will enabie policies to be
‘sketched out on a concrete basis and, through the data provided, will feed
back the knowledge to the women themselves, ' _

Something similar has been proposed by Campafia, 1980, respectlng the
ccmpllatlon and organlzatlon of 1nformat10n on wWomen, in what has been termed
"a basic model of information”. ' -

12. It would be adv1sable to make an assessment of the numerous act*on
prOJects generally financed by non—governmental agencies. There are a‘great
number of these devoted to women, but thebe has been no appraisal of their
effects on women and their environment, on the integration with family and

locality, the possibility of extending them to other places, their capacity
for self-support, and other equally important factors.

/Notes
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1/ ECLAC/FAO Expert Consultation,: og. cit.
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(1977) Macuto, Venezuela {1879); Mexico (1983); Workshops on the Impact of
- Agricultural ‘Modernization on the Participation of Wemen (Mexico, 1978); Round
Table on the Survival Strategies in Peasant [Economies: The Role of Women, Bogotd
19833 Expert Consultation on the Function of Women in Food Production {1983);
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.+ 234 Cyntia Hewit -de ‘Alefintara, Modernlzatlon and the changlng llfe chances
of women in low-income rural families, ECLAC, May 1979, .

247 Carlos Borsotti, "América Latina: Andlisis de Problemas Soclales
Relativos: & la Mujer. en Diversos Sectores", ECLAC; May 1982, :

25/ Regional Plan of Action, op; ¢it., paragraph 35. :

26/ Borsotti, ECLAC, "Am@rica Latina: Anilisis de Problemas 8001ales
Relativos a .la.Mujer en Diversos Sectores”, 1982, p»

27/ Marshall Wolfe, La Participacifn de la Mu}eﬂ en Amérlca Latlna, p. 21
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28/ Ximena Aranda, op. cit., 1982.

29/ Magdalena Ledn de Leal, Mujer y Capitalismo Agrario, 1980.

30/ Gabriela Villalobos, La Mujer Campesina: Su Aporte a la Economia
FPamiliar y su Participaci®n Social, First Mexican/Central American Symposium
on Researches on Women, November 1977,

31/ This is clearly stated in the Manual del Hacendade Chileno of 1875,
by Manuel Jos& Balmaceda.

32/ Maria Coletta de Oliveira, Clase Social, Familia y Fecundidad, PISPAL,

1978.

33/ Marta Rolddn, "Subordinacifn Genérica y Proletarizacidén Rural: Un
Estudio de Caso en el Noroeste Mexicano. Lag Trabajadoras del Agro', ACEP,
Vol, I1II, 1882,

34/ FAD, 1883, op. cit.
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36/ C.D. Deere, La divisifn por sexo del trabajo agricola: Un estudio de
la Sierra Norte del Perfi, 1978, Quoted by Noordam, in La familia y la situacién
de la mujer en distintos contextos en Bolivia, ECLAC, VII, 1980,

37/ Observations by Noordam, 1980; Durston and Crivelli, 1983, Ordofiez.
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41/ X. Aranda (1984), "Efectos de la pobreza y la proletarizacifn en las
mujeres de las familias rurales", paper presented at the Seminar on Family,
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74 Cbngress on ‘Research on Women in the Andean Region, Lima, Peru, 1982.
- §3/ FAO document, 1983, Round Table ew. .
44/ This has been studled in detail in Aranda, 1982, °E° c:t., for ghlle=
‘and CIPDA Bma Rubin de¢ Celis, for Peru. ,
" 45/ Verdniea Oxman, La part;c;pac16n de 1la muyer campe51na en organlza—
ciones, , GIA, 1983, "It is noted that, in the case.in question,.the ‘women were
provided w1th 70000 sewing- mach;nes and ‘that:50% of the loan was: recovered.
Mobile shops were thus created.: e SR eahs - kD) _
46/ GIA, Cecilia Diaz, Organlzac1enes para Mujeres Rurales. Unpubllshed.
draft, S: Santlago, Chile, July 198h4¢. v o :
o 47/ In one action project involving: the mdentlflcat;on of,thase needs
which were felt most strongly, the highest prierity- wasrgiven go a, social
centre; today there are four. Aranda, 1983, .Project-for, the Qpganization. of .
Rural Women for Proéductive Activities, unpublmsheﬁ repqﬁts £JAF, . Arademlq de
Humanismo Cristianc), . - S e et o
48/ In:Chile there are some. 1nterest1ng experlmgnt$ conducted Dy non-
governmental organizations such as.-the:Programme of _Studies-apd:Training for
Peasant and Indigenous Women, the Centre for Educaclonal Research and Development
and other institutfons linked with the Cithdliec-fhuvchs. . For the rest of-latin
America, although we know that there are numerous: agenc1es worklng along these
11nes, it was not 90331ble o galn access-to- them. Sl : .
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