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RULES OF FROCEDURE

(adopted at the First.Session and amended at the Secon Session)
CHAPTER I - SESSIONS

Rule l
Ses51ons of the Commission shall be: held
(a)' on dates flxed by the Comm1531on “after consultation
w1th the Executive- Secretary, at previous meetlngs,
(b) withln forty-flve days of the communication to the
Executlve Secretary of a request to that effect by the
Economlc and Social Council, ‘
(c) at the request of the maJorlty of the members of the
Comm1851on, after consultatlon with the Executive Secretary,
fd) on such other occasions as the Chairman, in consultatio
Hwith the V1ce Chalrman and the Executlve -Secretary deems
:vnecessary. o ‘ - |
Rule 2
The Commlssion shall at each se351on w1th the concurrence

\ Za

”ﬂﬁ of the Secretary-General decide upon the place of meetlng for
( # This document has been reproduced in New York from the original issued

at Montevideos
A /its next session
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its next session; with dueAcdnsideratioh for the principle that
the countries of Latin Americé be chosen in rotation.
Rule 3 ‘ | N

The Exebutive-Secretary shall, at least thirty days before
the commencement Qf a session, distribute a notice'of the opéning
date of the sessioﬂ, together with‘a copy of the provisional
agenda and the working documents. :
Rule 4

The Commission shall invite any Mémber of the United Napions
ﬁot a member of the Commiséion_to_participéte_in a consultative
capacity in its consideration of any matter‘of particular eoncern
to that Member,
Rule 5 |

The Commission shall invite representatives bf.specialized
: égencies to attend its meetings and to participate,'without vote,
in its deliberations with respect to items on its agenda relating
t§ matters within. the scope of their activities; and may invite
observers from such other inter-governmental organizations as it
. may consider desirable in aécordancevwith the practices of thé.
Council.
Rule 6 |

The Commission shall invite the Inter—AmeriéanlEconomic
and Social Council'tb nominate a representative to attend

meetings of the Commission in a consultative capacity.

/CHAPTER II - AGENDA
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CHAPTER II - AGENDA

Rule 7

The provisional'agenda for each session shall be drawn up
by the‘Eiecutiye-Sécretary in consultation with the Cbéirman and
shall be communicated to the members of the Cohmission, to the
specialized agenciés,‘to the Inter-American Economic and Social
Council, to the non-goVernmentél organizations in Category A and
to the appropriate non-governmental organizations in Categories
B and C, together with the hotice convenihg ﬁhe Commission.

Rule 8 |

The provisional agenda for any session shall include:‘

(a) considerétioﬁ.of the Repbrﬁ of the Executive Secretary

referred to in Rule 2?; |

(bf items arising from previou§‘sessioﬂs of the Commission;

(c) items préposed by the Economié and Social Council;

(d) items proﬁosedvby ény member of the Commission;

(e) ‘itéms proposed by a specialized agency in-acpordanqe

~‘with the agreements of relationship coﬁclﬁded betweeh the

United Nations and such agencies; ‘

(f) items proposed by the Inter-American Economic and

Social Coﬁncil; |

(g) items prbposed by non-governmental organizations in

Category A; and |

(h) any other itéms which the Chairmaﬁ or the Executive-

Secretary deems fit to include.

/Rule 9
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Rule 9

Before the Executive-Secretary places‘an_item proposed by a
specialized agency, or éy the Inter-American Eéonomic and Social
Council, or a non-governmental_organization_in Category A on the
A provisional agenda, he shall céfry out with the agehcy or |
organization concerned such preliminéry consultations as may be
necessary. |
Rule 10

After the agenda has béen‘adopted the Commission may amend

it at any time.

CHAPTER III - REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS
Rule 11 | |

Each member shall be represeﬁted on the Commission by an
accredited representative. v |
Rﬁle 12

A fepresentative méy be accompanied to the séSsioés of the
‘Commission by altérnate repreéentétives and advisers and, when
' absenf, he may be replaced by an alternate representative.

Rule 13 . | -

The credentialé of each representative appointed to the
'Commission, together with a designation of alternate representaties,
shall be submitted to the‘ExeéutiVe-Secretary without delay.

Rule 1k | | |
' The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman shall examine the

credentials and report upon them to the Commission.

JCHAPTER IV
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: CHAPTER IV - OFFICERS 
Rule 15 | .

o | The Commissxon shall at the commencement of each session, -

.elect from among the representatlves ‘a Chalrman, two Vice-
Chalrmen and a Rapporteur who shall hold office untll their
successors are elected. They shall be el1g1ble for re- -election,
Rule 16 |

' . If the Chairman does not attend a meeting, or absents him-
self from a meeting, one of the Vice-Chairmen shall preside., If,
at a following meeting, the Chairman should agéin be absent, the
other Vice-Chairman shall pfeside, the succession alternating in
Spanish élphabetical order. The provisions of this Rule apply

.only to a-single meeting or to a part'tﬁereof.

Rule 17 ‘

If the Chairman ceases to represent a member of the _
Commission or is so incapacitated that he can no longer hold
office, one of the Vice-Chairmen shall ﬁe elected as Chairman

| for the unexpired portion of the term. The other Vice-Chairman
shall continue to act inlthe capacity prescribed in the Rules of
Procedure,
Rule 18

The V1ce-Cha1rman acting as Chairman shall have the same

powers and duties of the Chairman.

/Rule 19
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Rule 19

The Chairman or the %ice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall
participate in the meetings of the Commission és such and not as
“the repreéentative of the member by whom he was accredited. The
Commission shall admit an alternate representétive.td represent
that member-in the meeﬁings of the Commission and to exercise:its

-right to vote.

_CHAPTER V - SECRETARIAT

Rule 20 | _

The Execuﬁive48ec}etary shall act in that capacity at all
- meetings of the Commission and of its subsidiary bodies, He may
appoint another member of the staff to take his place at any
ﬁeeting}
Rule 21

The Exécutive?Seéretary or his representative may at any
meeting make either oral or written statements concerning any
question under consideration.
Rule 22 | |

The Executive-Secretary shall direct the staff‘provided by
the Secretary-General and required by the Commission and any

subsidiary bodies thereof.

/Rule 23
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Rule 23

The Executive-éecretary shall be responsible for.the
necessary arrangements Being made for meetings. |

At the beginning of the Session he shall present a report
on the work programmes of the Secretariat during the period betwen
the previous and current sessions;

In the period between sessioné, the Executive-Secretary shall
see that, in-so-far as possible, the member governments are
informed of the reéulps of the work in progress ahd of tﬁe
opinions eipressed by the member governmenté regarding such
fesults.‘ | :

Rule 24
The Exécutive-Secretary in carrying out his functibns shall

act on behalf of the Secretary-General.
. \

CHAPTER VI - CONDUCT OF BUSINESS -

Ruie.2§ |

A majority of the members of the Commission shall constitute
a quorum. o | ‘
Rule 26

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him .
elsewhere by these rules, the Chairman éhall declare the opening
and closing of each meetiﬁg of fhe Commission, shall direct the
discussion, ensure the observance bf these rules, and shall
accord the right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce

/decisions.
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decisions. The Chairman ma& also call a speaker to order if his
remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion;‘
Rule 27

~ During the discussion of any matter a representative may
raise a point of order. In this case the Chairman shall
immediately étate his ruling;' If it is challenged, fhe
Chairman shall forthwith submit his ruling to the Commission
for decision and it shall stand unless overruled. |
Rule 28 “ "

During the discussion of any matter a representative may
move the adjournment of the debate; Any such motion shall have
priority. In addition to the proposér of the motion, one"
representative shall be allowed to speék in favour of and one
representative against the motion.

Rule 29

A representative may at any time move the closure of the
_debate whether or not any other representative has signified
his wish to speak. Not more than two representatives may be
granted permiscion to speak against the closure,

Rule 30 |

The Chairman shall take the sense of the Commission on a
motion for elosure. If the Commission is in favour of the
closure, the Chairman shall declare the debate closed.

Rule 31
The Commission may limit the time allowed to eadh speaker.

/Rule 32



Rule 32

Upon a request of any m
thereto;médé bj‘any'SpéakérF:
wfiting'and'shall be read by
called upon and aISO'immedéa*
motion or amendment; Thé.Cha
amendment bé circulated to tl
taken. |

This rule shall not‘éppi



The Commission may, at 1
decide to put a motion or re:
this is done, the text resul

be put to the vote as a whol

. CHAPTER VII -
Rule 37 |

Each member of the Comm:

Rule 38

Decisions of the Commis:
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CHAPTER VIII - LANGUAGES
Ruie 42
The final text of the Commission's Report to the Economic
and Social Council and of its Resolutions shall be prepared in
Spanish, Ffench, English and Portuguese. The fifst three
languages mentioned shall be the official and working languages
of the Commission.™ o
Rule h3-
Speéches made in any of the working languagés sha;l be

interpreted into the other working languages.

| CHAPTER IX - RECORDS
Rule 44

- Summary records of the mestings of the Commission shall be
kept by the Secretariat. They shall be sent as soon as posSible
to the representatives of members and to the repfesentatives of
any 6ther government agency or organization which participated
in the meeting concerned. Such representatives'shall inform the
' Secretariat not later than seventy-two hours after the
circulation of any summary records of any changes they wish to
have made. | |
~Rule 45

. The corrected version of the sﬁmmary records of publici

meetings shall be distributed as soon as possible in accordance

with the usual practice of the United Nations, This shall

~

Xppprovéd by the Economic and Social Council in the Resolution
145 (VII) of 23.8.49.
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include distribution to Associate Mecmbers if and when admitted,

to the Inter-American Economié and Social Council, and on
appropriate occasions to governments admitted in a consultative
éapaciiy.

Rule 46

The corrected version of the summary records of private.
meetings shall be'distributed as Spon\as possible to the Members
of the Cbmmission,.to Associate Members if and when admitted, to
any government participating in a consultative capacity in the
meeting concerned, to the specialized agencies,land to the
Inter-American Economic and Social Council, " They shall be
distributed to all the Members of the United Nations if and when
the Commission so decides. |
Rule 47 _

As soon as possible the text of‘all reporﬁs, resolutions,
recommendations, and other formal decisions made by tﬁe
Commission, its sub-commis$ions or other éubsidiary’bodies and
its committees shall be communicéteq to the Members‘of the
Commission, to Associate.Members_if and when admitted, to-all
other Members of the United Nations, to the specialized agencies,
to the Inter-American Economic and Social Council to non-
governmental organizaﬁions in Category 4, and to the

appropriste nan.aasravamant~? - wesanioationa in Categories B and C.

JCHAPTER X
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CHAPTER X - PUBLICITY OF MEETINGS
Rule 48
The meetings of the Commission shall ordinarily be held in
public. The Commission may decide‘that a particular meeting or

meetings shall be held in private.

CHAPTER XI - RELATIONS WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN CATEGORIES A, B ANﬁ C |
Rule 49
Non-governmgntal organizations iﬂ Categories A,-B‘and c
may désignate autﬁorized representatives to sit as observers
- at public meetings of the Commission. Non-governmentai
organizations in Category A may-circulate to the members of the
Commission written statements and suggestions-on matters within
their éompetence; 'Non-gOQernmental oféanizations in Categories
B and C may submit such stafementé and suggestions to the
Executive-Secretary. The Executive-Secretary will prepare and
distribute at each session of the Commissioh a‘list of such
communications received; briefly indicatiﬁg the substénce of
each of them. On the requést of any Member of the Commi§sion
the Executive-Secretary will repfoéucé in full and distribute

any such communication.

/Rule 50
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Rule 50 |

The. Commission may'at its dispretion_consult with non-
governmental organizations ‘in Qétegories A, B and C on matters in
_ which the Commission regards thesg organizations és‘having
special competencé or knowledge. Such consultations may be
arranged on the invitation of the Commission or on the request
. of the organization. In the case of non-governmental organiza-

tions in Categories B and C consultations might be effected

either directly or through ad hoc Committees.

CHAPTER XiI - SUB-COMMISSIONS, OTHER SUBSIDIARY
' | BODIES AND COMMITTEES
Rule 51 |
The Commission,mév after discussion with any spegialiied
agenéyfconcerned and with the approval ‘?'fhéEconcmié and
Social Council, establish such'continually acting sub-
commissions or other subsidiary bodies as.it deems appropriate
for facilitating the_carry%ng outfof its responsibilities and
' shall define the powers and compositién of each of them. Such
autonomy as may be necessary for the_effegtive‘discﬁarge of the
: technical responsibilities laid upon them may be delegated to

them.,

/Rule 52
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Rule 52 |
The Commissioﬁ may establish such committees and sub-

committees as it deems necessary to assist it in carrying out

its tasks.
Rule 53

_Sub-Commissions or other subsidiary bodies shall adopt
their own rules of procedure unless othierwise decided by the

Commission,

CHAPTER XIII - REPORTS
Rule 54
The Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social
Cduncil once a year a full report on its activities and plans,
including those of any subsidiary bodies, and shall make interim

reports at each regular session of the Council.

, CHAPTER XIV
AMENDMENTS AND SUSPENSIONS
Rule 55
Any of thése Rules of Procedure may be amended or suspended
by the Commission provided that the.proposed qmendments or
suspensions do not attempt to set aside the terms of reference

laid down by the Economic and Social Council.



