
yo23 S5200063 E 

¿/C i:. 12/296/Annegc C 
¿'rovisonally issued as 
£/C iL 12/AC • 17/24 
26 August 1952 

ANNfclX C 

Note: T;ils document'^as prepared for the Coronitteo of ;iinisters of 
Economy on ¿iconnmic Co-operation in Central Anerica, as 
document E/CN. 12/AC . 17/24 

HiiPORT 01'' Tfiij FIRST SLSS10N OF THIS COMMITTEE 

OK 'i'iii fcliO-STii© Of ECOMDilY ON ECONOMIC 

., . . CO-OFiRATION IN Chi-TRAL AtaKICA 

TABLE OF COflTEMTS 

Page 

I KIRODb CTIO N 

PMT 1 - S;:0RT SUiiASY OF. Tilz, 3ACK0ECDM) OF TH£ 
C0i.'iiTTi2i AlvD Of iHi ¿OClikilvIS PoS-J-iiD 

. ' .BY 'ilia ¿XifiCLlIlV'x». SaCiliiTAfiX. . . 
1* Background 4 

2. . Docunonts, presented by .the Executive Secretary • • 5 

PART II - SUI.u^Y OF 'i'tlli. RlOC3Si)ihUS. O? TIS COKLITTiSE 
or ¿coior.ic CO-OQIATIOW 

1« Inaugural Session 8 
2. Lenbership anu Attendance • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 

5* Organisation o£ the vork of the Conmittee « • « • 10 

4. Agenda of the First Session • • • • • • • • • • • 11 

/S, Proceedings and 



5. ¿rocccciingo and Resolutions 11* 

a) Uencral principles for a policy of economic 
intonation and reciprocity in Central ¿insrica • • 11 

b) jc'oraulation öf concrete projects in 
connexion v/it h such integration • 13 

i) Productive. activities directed toward 
integration + , * » , • * * • « • * * « « * • « 13 

it) Electric Poorer 14 

iii) Transport • 14 
iv) financing of economic development 14 

c) Co-operation in oho field of technology 
and training • • • • • • > • « • 15 

d) Custoraa Tariff Nomenclature » • • • « » « • • • • • 17 

e) Technical assistance 18 

f) Functions of the Conirittee 18 

g) Invitation extended to the Republic or Panama • • • • 19 

h) Place and iiatu of the lfc::t Ixetir^ 19 

1) Officers of the Conrittce 20 

j) ¿impressions of Appreciation • • • • « . » * • « » • 20 

AMjXOSS 

;A# Resolution adopted • 

B. Rules of the Coraaittoe • • • • 43 

/ IhTaODiiCTIOU 



E/C¿v .12/236/Annox C 
(E/GN.12/AC.17/24) 
Page 3 

INTRODUCTION 

This Report cavers the proceedings of the First Session of the 
Committee of the Ministers of Economy on Econrmic Co-operation in 
Central America, held at Tegucigalpa D.C. Honduras, from August 23 
to 28 inclusive, 1952» 

The Report is divided into two main sections: 
Part I contains a summary of the background of the aforesaid 

Committee and of the documents submitted to it by the Executive 
Secretary cf the Economic Commission for Latin America. 

Part II comprises the summary of the proceedings of the Committee 
of the Ministers of Economy on Economic Co-operation in Central Amarica, 
including a brief Reference to the discussions -which took place and the 
text of the resolutive approved, arising from the agenda of the meeting. 

The present Report, redacted by the Rapporteur of this First 
Session, Dr. Jcrgo Sol Castellanos, Minister of Economy of El Salvador, 
was unanimously approved at the Closing Session, held on August 2,8, 
1952. 

The sixteen (16) resolutions adopted by the Committee are attached 
hereto in the fnm of an annex, together with tho Rules which tfee 
Committee established fc*r itself, in accordance with the powers granted 
to it in article 53 of the Rules of the Economic Ccmmiflsion for Latin 
America. 

/ PART I -

V 
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FART I - SHORT SU^Aii* OF THA BACKGROUND OF THS 
COiiaa'Tiî  aKD OF. Tiki DOCUî Ki'S RiESiNTiSD 
BY Trio UCiGUTiwj; &£CR2Uai 

1« Background 

Durin;.; the Fourth Session of .the 'il'conoisic Commission for Latin America, 
held iti Mexico in ¿a7 ana June 1951, a "resolution Yfas adopted concerning 

- . < 

"the Economic Development of Central AnericaM /resolution 9 (IV), document 
ii/2C2ljr, uhe draft of vrhich had been jointly presented to the neeting by 
the Delegations of Costa Rica, 31 Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. 
The resolution was baseu on a sirilar proposal approved during the Third 
Session of the Commission on 20 June 19 bO, in vdiioh it vas recor^ended that 
the Latin American G;ovorni;ients, in foroulatinn pro armies ana adopting 
measles for ecoiiomc development, should "take into account the possibility 
of expanding demand through reciprocal trade in order to achieve a bettor 
integration of.their economies and higher levels of productivity and real, 
income". (See dccurent E/1762.) 

Keeping in mind the principles of that resolution, the abovo-nentibned 
delegations expressed "the interest of their = ; overrents in the development 
of agricultural and industrial production ara of transport systems in their 
respective countries, so as to promote the integration of their economies 
and the expansion of .markets by tae excntUî a of their products, 'the 
co-ordination of their development prodromes and the establishment of 
enterprises in vrhich all or some of these countries have an interest1*, and 
indicated 'their desire that "the Executive Secretary" co-operate with the 
governments concerned in the study ana development of those plans". 

The Eiexico resolution, r, fter stating the r-rinoiplcs referred to in 
docur.ont 2/2021 and recognizing that "the aspirations of the Central A-nericm 
countries will aanke a positive contribution to the fjeononde development of 
Latin America and are corruptible Y.lth tiic objectives of the C omission", 
reads as follows: 

/ "(a) TAKES 
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»(a) TAKES NOTE with satisfaction of the declared objectives 
of the Central American Governments with reference to 
the integration of tfieir national economies; 

• (b) REQUESTS the Executive Secretary to study the means or 
plans for the progressive attainment of those objectives; 
and 

(c) INVITES the governments of the Isthmus of Central America, 
whenever they deem it appropriate, to form a committee on 
economic co-operation, composed of Ministers of Economic 
Affairs or persons appointed by them, to act as a 
co-ordinating body for activities relating to the above-
mentioned questions, and as a consultative organ of the 
Executive Secretary cf ECLA, both to direct the studies 
mentioned above and to examine the conclusions reached 
therein. M 

In view of the fore-going, the Executive Secretariat began its work 
on this report during the latter months of 1951. In March, 1952, having 
collected the preliminary data required for a study of Central America's 
economy, the Executive Secretary accompanied by members of the Commission's 
Office in Mexico, travelled through the countries of the Central American 
Isthmus with a view to making personal contact with the economic and 
financial authorities and representatives of private enterprise and 
labour sectors in that area, and to discussing in detail problems of 
economic integration and development. At a later date, closer association 
with the governments was reached and, by mutual agreement, the provisional 
agenda was established for the first meeting of the Committee on Economic 
Co-operation, to be held, at the invitation of the Government of Honduras, 
in the city of Tegucigalpa on August 23rd, 1952. 

2. Documents presented by the Executive Secretary 
The Secretariat of the Economic Commission.for Latin America 

submitted the following documents for the consideration of the Committee 
on Economic Co-operation: 

a) A Preliminary Report on Economic Integration and Reciprocity in 
Central America (Document E/CN.12/AC.17/3This report contains a 
general study of the favourable factors for a policy of integration in 
Central America, going on to analyse the principles and scope of such a 

1/ See Annex. A* 
/policy ana 
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policy and the essential requisites for its fulfilment» The possibility 
of limited and gradual integration is-then examined in relation to the. 
present phase of Central American economy, taking into account the 
reciprocity of advantages as between the different countries. Subsequently, 
certain basic requirements for the adoption and success of an economic 
policy founded on such principles are studied, including trade and 
Customs policies, measures designed to ensure technical progress, the 
development cf transport systems, electric power and financial 
co-operation, from the standpoint of a community of aims and means. 
Certain* industries were also surveyed* with a view both to the possibility 
and advisability of formulating projects compatible with a plan of economic 
integration, but subject to prior analyses, the objects of which should 
be determined in each individual case. 

Is) A Note on Economic Integration and Technological Co-operation 
1 / * 

(Document E/CN, 12/AC. 1 7 / 4 w h i c h the need to premote industrial and 
agricultural research is considered, together with matters concerning the 
training of exports and labour in these activities. The conclusion is 
reached that this need is an essential condition for economic integration 
and development and certain concrete measures are suggested whereby these 
objectives may be attained, based on a study of the services at present 
available in Central America; 

c) A Note regarding the Standardisation of Customs Tariff 
Nomenclature. (Document E/CN. 12/AC. 17/5)» In this document, a study 
is made of the need far a co-ordination of Central American Customs 
policies, "which is deemed an indispensable complement to a policy of 
integration. Mention is made cf the work being done in the statistical 
field in Central America, with a view to the standardisation of 
nomenclature in foreign trade statistics. Reference is also made to 
the assistance which the Economic Commission for Latin America might 
render in these activities. 

1/ See /CiViCJ 
/ o) A Mofce* 
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d) A Note on Transport in Central America , (Document E/CN.12/AC.17/6) 
describing the work done by the Economic Commission for Latin America in 
connexion with the request made by the governments of the Central American 
republics and Panama to the Technical Assistance Administration'of United 
Nations, to carry out a survey of transport facilities on the 
isthmus, te be completed by a Seminar to discuss this subject. The note 
contains information regarding the plan of study which will be carried 
out by the joint TAA/ECLA group, including likeT.ase a progress report 
on the work already accomplished and that tc be completed within the next 
few months. 

/PART II -
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PART II - SIM-iARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERA.TION 

1. Inaugural Session 

The inaugural session of the Committee was held in the Great Hall 
of the Central'University of Honduras on August 23rd, 1952. His 
Excellency, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Honduras, Dr. Edgardo 
Valenzuela, welcomed the Delegations on behalf of the Government of 
his country, promising the whole-hearted support .of Honduras in the 
task of economic integration and co-operation as between the republics 
of Central America. At the same time, he stressed the importance of 
the work of United Nations, Dr. Jorge Sol Castellanos, Minister af 
Economy of El Salvador was the next speaker. On behalf of the Delegations, 
he expressed \¿ieir appreciation of the hospitality extended by Honduras 
and the invaluable co-operation offered by United Nations. The Assistant-
Director of the Technical Assistance Administratioñ of United Nations, 
on behalf of the Secretary, General, thanked the Government of Honduras 
for collaborating in the preparation of this Conference, and drew attention 
to the goodwill shovm by TAA in co-oper itin̂  in the fulfilment of the 
aims of economic integration of the J&suber Governments of this Committee. 
Lastly, th'e Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin 
,America referred to the invaluable assistance lent by the Government 
of Honduras in organising the First Session of the Committee, and 
explained the significance and scope of the work presented by the 
Secretariat. He gave a careful description of the method followed 
and reminded those present that executive officers of the Secretariat 
had visited the different countries of the Isthmus, entering into 
contact with the authorities and with private oconomic enterprise as 
well as with labour associations, vdth a view to obtaining direct 
knowledge of'regional problems in order to provide better orientation 
for the reports to be presented to the Committee. 

Tho Pro-tem Chairman, Dr. Marco Antoni^ Batres, Minister'of 
Finance, Public Credit and Commerce of Honduras then closed the session. 

/2. Membership 
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2. Membership and Attendance # 

The meeting of the Committee on Economic Co-operation was attended 
by delegations from all the Member Gcvernments, namely, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. During the First Session, 
the Chairman advised the Committee of a telegram received from the 
Government of Panama, appointing the Minister Plenipotentiary of that 
country in Honduras, Major Abel Quintero Anguizola, Observer to the 
proceedings of the Committee. 

The following is the list of delegations and their members st 
a) Delegations of member, countries of tho Committee* 

Costa Rica Repr esentative 

Alternates 

El Salvador Representative 

Alternates 

Guatemala Representative 

Alfredo Hernández, Minister 
of Economy and Finance 
Rodrigo Soley, Attorney to 
the Ministry of Finance 
Alfredo Povedano, Chief of the 
Commercial Department of the 
Ministry of Finance. 
Alvaro Castro, Director of the 
Department of Economic Research 
of the Central Bank 
Jorge Sol Castellanos, 
Minister of Eccnony ' 
Enrique Porras, 
Minister of\Finance 
Manuel Chavarria> Director of tho 
Institute of Economic Research 
Alfredo Martinez Morena, 
Chief of the Department of International 
Organisations, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 
Walter Koller, Advisor to the 
Dirección General de Estadística 
Guillermo Chacón, Assistant-Chief 
of the Department ef International 
Organisations, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 
Roberto Fanjul Garcia, Minister of 
Economy and Labour. (In view of his 
having to leave, the Minister was 
substituted during the third meeting 
by Ramón Cadena Hernández, Assistant 
Secretary of Economy and Labour). 

/Alternates 
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Alternates 

Honduras Representative 

Alternates 

Nicaragua Representative 
Alternate 

b) Observer 
. Panama 

Manuel Noriega Morales, President 
of the Bank of Guatemala 
José Luis Mendosa, Chief of the 
Bureau of Treaties, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
Efrain Castillo Urrutia, Advisor to 
the Ministry of Economy 
Emilio Zea González, Deputy 
Franz Walter, Technical Councillor 
of Customs Office 
Marco A. Batres, Minister of Finance, 
Public Credit and Commerce 
Roberto Ramirez, President of thè 
Central Bank of Honduras 
Tomás Cálix Moneada, Vice-President of 

the Banco Central 
Guillermo López Rodezno, President of 
the National Development Bank 
Gabriel A. Mejla, Director of 
the Income Tax Office 
Paul Vinelli, Technical Advisor 
Manuel Tosco, Technical Advisor 
Mo g 7. Hermann, Technical Advisor 

t, Siegsns, Technical Advisor 
2nri3.ua Delgado, Minister of Economy 
J^rga 

Luis Augusto Cantarero, Banks 
Superintendent 

Abel Quintero Anguizola, Panamanian 
Minister Plenipotentiary to Honduras 

3• Organization of the Work'-of the Committee 
During the first meeting, the following officers were elected: 

Chairman, Dr. Marco A. Batres, Representative of Honduras; Rapporteur, 
Dr. Jorge Sol Castellanos, Representative-of El Salvador, During this 
meeting, it wa$ resolved to adept provisionally the Rules of Procedure cf i ' 
the Economic Commission for Latin America until such a timo as specific 
Rules should be adopted for the Committee, A Sub-Committee was appointed 
for the purpose of drafting these Rióles, and wa3 constituted by delegates 

/from the 
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from the five countries. The Committee met in plenary sessions and in the 
course of the discussions, special, committees were set up. 

4. Agenda of First Session 
During the first meeting; the Draft Agenda drawn up by the 

Executive Secretariat was" adopted, as follows: 
1. Inaugural Addresses. 
2. Approval of the Rulos of Procedure. 
3« Election of Officers. 
4« Discussion and Approval of the Agenda. 
5. Report by the Executive Secretary of the CommissiDn with 

regard to the Studies on the Integration of the Central 
American Economies and Projects of Economic Reciprocity, 
prepared in accordance with the terms of resolution 9 (IV) 
of U June 1951. 
Executive Secretary's Preliminary Report on Economic 
Integration and Reciprocity in Central America (Document 
E/CN.12/AC.17/3)« 

6. Economic Integration and Technological Co-operation. 
Note frwn the Executive Secretary (Document E/CN.12/AC.17/4) 

7- Standardisation of Customs Tariff Nomenclature. 
IJote from ¿he Executive Secretary (Document E/CN.12/AC.17/5) 

8. Transport in Central America. 
Note by the Executive Secretary with reference to the Study on 
"Transport in Central America" bping jointly prepared by 
ECLA/TAA (Document E/CN, 12/AC. 17/6) * 

9. Discussion and approval of the Report. 
10. Date and place of the next session 

5# Proceedings and Resolutions 
a) General principles for a policy of economic integration and 

reciprocity in Central America . 
The first meeting began with the discussion of the preliminary 

Report.presented by the Executive Secretary on Economic Integration 
and Reciprocity in Central America. It was agreed to divide discussion 
of this report into twoi parts: (1) the general questions dealt with 
in the third chapter, "The scope and requisites of a policy of Economic 
Integration and reciprocity", and (2) the specific projects suggested 

1/ ijocu.:.or-:, '¿/Z0Z1 
/in fourth 
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in the fourth chapter, which refers to "Certain initial possibilities in 
'industry". The delegations recognized the outstanding importance of 
economic integration in connexion with the development of the Central 
American countries and expressed their agreement with the terms in which 
the Executive Secretary had presented the concept of integration which 
served as a basis for the.constitution of this Committee. They likewise 
considered that integration should be adopted gradually and in a limited 
manner,'on the basis of mutual co-operation. Special attention was drawn . 
to the principle of reciprocity in accordance with which the different 
productive activities in any programme oftintegration should be developed 
in such a way that the trade resulting from the participation of the several 
countries should be effected on the basis of reciprocal advantages. It, 
was pointed out that a dual advantage would accrue to these countries if 
the policy of integration provided at the same time for the introduction 
of new productive activities and the obtaining of advantages from increased 
inter-Central American trade. 

In the course of the proceedings, various delegations stressed 
different general aspects of considerable importance to the policy of 

% 

integration and reciprocity. In the first place, attention was dt*awn to 
the fact that a policy of integration would cake it also desirable to 
achieve compatibility as between the.different national programmes of i 
development. Reference was also made to the need of studying basic problems 
such as transport and electric power, without the development of which new 
industrial activities for the Central American market as a whole cannot b® 
established. In this connexion, the progress made thus far by certain 
countries was fully recognized, but it was felt that these problems must 
be considered in the aggregate and not as isolated matters» 

Other Delegations peinted out that it would be desirable for the 
Executive Secretary in future reports, to give greater emphasis than had 
been done in the case of the present document to agricultural and cattle-
raising problems, and their connexion with industrial development. One of 
the delegations cited examples of complementary development in agricultural 
production which it would be well to include in a policy of integration. 
It was pointed out that the development of agriculture with a view to 
incrementing domestic consumption of the Central America countries as 
well as for export purposes might provide a very valuable element for a 

/policy of 
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policy of integration as well as for the development of a reciprocal flow 
of trade. 

Though the Executive Secretariate report had not given sufficient 
emphasis to this point, some delegations mentioned the possibility of 
organising certain activities with a view not only to supplying the Central 
American markets but also those located outside this area. This would place 
many industries on a more solid basis, at the same time strengthening the 
position of the balance of payments, and offering greater support to 
programmes of devslcpment. 

The Delegations were in agreement as regards the general requisites 
for a policy of integration as 3et forth in the aforesaid report, recognizing 
the need to formulate a t r a d e - policy for Central America which would 
prove of assistance in the gradual and limited adoption of .a policy of 
integration. 

Resolution number 1 was adopted with regard to the General Principles 
of Central American Economic Integration. 

b) Formulation of concrete projects in connexion with integration. 
i) Productive activities directed toward integration. 
In discussing the suggestions made by the Executive Secretary with 

regard to specific productive activities to be included in a project of 
integration, it was agreed to adopt a system of priorities, taking into 
account the advisability of selecting both new and existing industries 
suitable to a policy of integration. It was sharply stressed that at the 
present stage of development of the economy of Central America, it would 
not be wise to adopt too ambitious a plan and that it would be preferable 
to provide for a limited number of concrete projects which can be carried 
out within a reasonable period of timo. For a start, it was attempted 
to select a group of inter-related industries, eithor consuming one 
another!s products or turning out by-products the consumption of which 
is important. With due regard for the principle of complementation, it 
was pointed out that the initial list should contain certain industries 
of less importance but which are nevertheless desirable from the standpoint 
of adequate geographic distribution for purposes of reciprocity. 

/In accordance 
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In accordance with the afore-mentioned list of priorities, the 
industries and activities indicated by the Executive Secretary were divided 
into two main groups namely: (i) those fcr which it would be advisable to 
formulate concrete projects at once, and (ii) those others for which, the 
formulation of concrete proposals might be postponed for the time being. 

These principles and the selected productive activities are referred 
to in resolution 2. 

ii) Electric Power* Given the importance of the development of 
electric power resources in Central America as an essential basis for all 
programmes of economic development in view of the possibilities of inter-
connecting the various electric systems, both in the national and international 
sectors, and taking into account the fact that investigati<pns designed to * 
provide a means of increasing power availabilities have not advanced with 
any degree of uniformity in the different countries, it was agreed to 
request the Secretariat of the Commissi.on, in co-operation with the 
Technical Assistance Administration, to carry out a full survey of this 
problem. This question is dealt with in Resolution number 3, pn Electric ' 
Power. 

lii) ' Transport. The Executive Secretary submitted a note to tho 
Committee regarding the study on Transport in the Central American Isthmus, 
previously requested by the governments of these countries. This ;study is 
being carried out: by a gioup of experts who will shortly visit the different 
republics in the area. Special attention was drawr. to the proposal for 
submitting the report prepared by these experts to discussion by a group 
of government authorities and technicians of the countries concerned in 
the problem of transport on the Isthmus. 

Resolution number 4 was adopted with reference to the "Study of 
Transport in Central America". 

iv) Financing of Economic Development. Discussion of the problem 
of financing Cont^al American Eccncmic Development and, more specifically, 
of concrete proposals of integration met with demonstrations of marked 
interest by all the delegations. In the opinion of several representatives, 

/an inter-Central 
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an inter-Central American financing agency might be the most suitable 
means of handling problems of this kind. However, in recommending that 
the Executive Secretary examine this matter, it was felt that it would be 
advisable not to advance any opinion regarding any specific solution in 
order to allow the problem to be considered from its widest possible 
standpoint« 

Resolution number 5 "was adopted in relation to the Financing of 
Economic Development and Integration in Central America. 

c) Co-operation in the Field of Technology and Training. The Committee 
showed great interest in the consideration? and practical suggestions set 
forth in the note presented by the Executive Secretary on Technological 
Co-operation. In the course of a lengthy debate, each of the delegations 
stated their individual opinions with' regard to this problem. Baaed on 
resolution 13 (IV) of the Commission, relative to research and training 
in Latin America, and also a resolution adopted July 10, 1952 by the 
Economic and Social Council of the United Nations, envisaging the 
establishment of centres of productivity in the countries or regions bo be 
developed, it was resolved tc recommend that these Governments should 
request the Technical Assistance Administration and the Economic Commission 
for Latin America together to propose tne basis for an Institute of 
Industrial Technological Research, It v&s likewise agreed to establish 
the main objectives of such an'institute, namely methodical and co-ordinated 
research of the natural resources of this region, the study of existing 
industries and of the working methods and systems in practice with a view 

/ 

to increasing productivity, the adaptation of the technological methods 
of more highly-developed countries to local conditions, the rendering of 
technical services to governments and public and private enterprise, the 
training of Central.American, technicians and of labour, insofar as is 
possible, and, broadly speaking, the development, of technique and the study 
thereof from every standpoint. 

. /The Committee 
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The Committee carefully considered the economic consequences of 
research in agricultural and cattle-raising-sectors and of the 
technical training at present being carried out throughout Central America, 
and likewise their remarkable, significance in connexion with the work being • 1 
done in the field of economic development and integration» Since Ministries 
of Agriculture or sther similar bodies are generally entrusted with these 
activities, the Committee believed that it" would be advisable to recommend 
that Governments attribute due importance to the relationship between 
research and training in crop and livestock production on the one hand and 
economic development and integration on the other, to obtain greater 
co-ordination throughout Central America'as a whole. The Committee also 
requested that the Executive Secretary, of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America, together with the Food and Agriculture Organization, and in 
consultation with other appropriate national and international agencies, 
appraise these activities from the economic standpoint and in the light of 
their relation to economic development and integration. 

During the course of the discussion it was pointed out thav the 
purely technical aspects of these activities do not fall within the field 
of action of Ministers of Economy but tint their economic repercussions are 
nevertheless of considerable importance to the programmes established by 
the Committee. 

Lastly, the Committee felt that it was both necessary and desirable 
for the Central American countries to reach an agreement as to.the training 
of industrial experts, directors and managers of enterprise, and of skilled 
labour, since there are several undeniable advantages to be derived from 
the co-operation of the different countries in this field, as was pointed 
out in the Executive Secretary^ note. In order to initiate acticn in 
this sector, and at the same time with a view to benefiting from the 
experience of international agencies specializing in thes& matters, it was 
agreed to recommend that Governments should request United Nations, 
UNESCO and ILO, together with ECLA's Executive Secretary, in accordance 
with the means made available by the extended programme of technical 

/assistance, to 
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assistance,to present concrete propositions as to the most adequate manner 
of promoting the training of experts and skilled labour in Central America, 
They should likewise request these organizations to prepare a report and. 
subrlt .recommendations as to the most efficient manner of establishing 
technical training for directors and mna^ors of i/Kius trial ana business, 
enterprises throughout Central America» 

The views of the committee in connexion with technology and training 
are condensed in Resolution number 6, referring to the Institute of 
Industrial Technological Research.. Resolution number 7 deals with Technical 
Training in the Field cf industry and ¿anagement, whilst number 8 concerns 
Research and Training.in Crop and Livestock Production and their Relationship 
with Economic Development. 

d) Castoms Tariff Nomenclature. The Committee recognized that the 
absence of uniformity in the preparation and presentation of foreign trade 
statistics constitutes a serious hindrance for comparative purposes• In 
order to correct this deficiency, all these countries have begun to convert 
their foreign trade classifications in accordance with the Standardized 
International Trade Classification prepared by United Nations and recommended 
by the Economic and Social Council. It wa3 deemed, advisable t* recommend that 
Governments should co-ordinate their efforts in this work of conversion in 
order to adopt uniform criteria and, in this ccnnexicn, requested the 
assistance of the Economic Commission for Latin America, the Statistical 
Office of the United Nations, and the Inter-American Institute of Statistics. 

Morevcver, it was agreed that the standardization of Customs Tariff 
Nomenclature is an essential condition for the gradual and limited. 
integration approved by the Committee and especially for co-ordinated action 
in matters related to commercial policy and the execution of concrete plans 
for establishing industries which are of interest to several Central American 
countries. The Committee therefore agreed that a sub-committee should be 
set up as soon as possible to draw up a project of standardized tariff 
nomenclature for the Central American countries ahd that the co-operation 
of the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
should be requested in this connexion. 

/With regard 
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With regard to the foregoing matter, Resolution number 9, was approved, 
relevant to the Standardization of International Trade Classifications and 
Statistical Nomenclature, 

e) Technical Assistance. It was generally agreed that the preliminary-
studies were sufficiently advanced tc enable concrete proposals to ke made. 
In coming to this decision, due account was taken ^f the fact that though a i 
fair proportion of the resources of the Mexican Office of ECLA were engaged 
in assisting the Committee, from the technical standpoint, it would be 
necessary to count on the collaboration cf other experts in the different 
subjects encompassed by these projects. 

At the request of several delegations, the Assistant-Director of the 
Technical Assistance Administration explained the manner in which United 
Nations might co-operate by sending experts, at the request of interested 
governments. At the same time, he voiced the willingness of the Administration 
to consider thes;e requests in view of the fundamental importance ascribed to 
the policy of integration as a moans of hastening the economic development 
of Central America. 

The experts thus appointed would work together with the economists of 
the Economic .Conpission for Latin America, thus enabling the Comission's 
Secretariat and the Technical Assistance Administration to present concrete 
projects for the consideration of the Committee. 

Various countries mentioned the-advisability of reviewing current 
procedure with regard to technical assistance in order to roduce its costs 
for the Central American republics, especially in relation t* projects of 
integration, and also to simplify the administrative procedure* 

Resolution number 10 was adopted, with reference to Financing and 
Administration of Central American Projects cf Technical Assistance. 

f) Functi^hs of the Committee. In view of the permanent nature of 
the Committee en Economic Co-operation and the fact that resolution 9 (IV) 
adopted during the Fourth Session , does not clearly specify its general 
attributions, the Committee itself resolved to strengthen its own position 
and increase its;efficiency by a more precise statement regarding its 
functions. ' * 

/The permanent 
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The permanent rules of the Committee were therefore adopted in 
accordance with the draft proposed by the Sub-Committee composed o£ members 
of each of the Central American countries. 

At the suggestion of various delegations, and in order to facilitate 
the work of the Executive Secratariat placed at the disposal of this 
Committee, as well as to co-ordinate the internal activities of the 
several government or aniza^ions dealing with matters relative to the 
integration of the Central American economies, it was agreed to recommend 
that these governments should designate a representative with the 
aforesaid qualifications, preferably a Minister whenever possible, to 
attend the meeting of the Committee. 

In this connexion, special attention was drawn to the desirability 
of having the Ministers attend these meetings personally at least once a 
year, unless prevented by unavoidable circumstances. At other meetings, 
they might be substituted by alternates,when the items on the agenda do 
not make their presence essential. 

Resolution 11, relative to the Attributions of the Committee of 
Ministers of Economy on Economic Cc-operation in Central America, and 
number 12,- dealing with Internal Co-ordination and Liaison, were adopted 
in connexion with the above matters. 

g) Invitation to the Republic of Panama. The Committee was pleased 
to note the presence of a representative of the Government of Panama as 
an Observer. One of the delegations present moved that the Executive 
Secretary be requested to invite the Government of that country to 
become a member of the Committee, should it so desire, the proposal being 
adopted -dth acclriT.fiti.cn (resolution 15, Invitation Sxtcnuea to the Repibli 
of Panama to join the Committee ). 

h) Place and Date of the.gNext Meeting. The Governments of Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua both expressed the wish that the forthcoming sessions 
of the Committee be held in their respective capitals. The Committee 
decided to accept these invitations with thanks. Though not indicating 

/any order 
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any order of preference thereby, the Committee resolved that its second 
Session should be held in San José and the third in Managua» 

The date of the second session was set for February 1953» The 
Executive Secretary pointed out that during that month ECLA. would be 
engaged in preparing the documents for its next meeting in Rio de Janeiro. 
However, though the Secretariat would assist the Committe to the best of 
its ability, he felt that it was his duty to advise the Ministers that the 
burden of the Commission^ work was such that it might net be able to 
fulfil its obligations to the Committee as efficiently as might be desired. 
In principle, it was therefore agreed that the first quarter of 1953 should 
be set as the date for the next meeting, notwithstanding which the Chairman 
of the Committee, in agreement with the Executive Secretary and the members 
of the Committee, would be empowered to alter-the date and place of the 
aforesaid meeting, should unforeseeable circumstances make such a change 
necessary. (Resolution 1U> relative to the Place and Date of the Next 
Session. ) 

i) Officers of the Committee. Pursuant to the Rules adopted, an 
election by acclamation was held for the office of Chairman of the Committee, 
as a result of which Dr. Marco Antonio Batres, Minister of Finance, Public 
Credit and Commerce of Honduras will occupy this office for the period of 
one year. 

j) Expressions of appreciation. The Committee thanked the Chairman 
warmly for the able manner in which he presided over the discussions and 
for the generous hospitality shown on every occasion to the various 
delegations by the Government of Honduras. The Committee likewise voiced 
its appreciation of the efficient co-operation rendered by the Executive 
Secretary. Both the Chairman and the Executive Secretary acknowledged 
these votes of thanks, the latter on behalf of his fellow-workers in the 
Commission, adding that all had worked with the greatest enthusiasm on the 
study of the problems of integration,in the certainty that the collaboration 
of United Nations would prove invaluable to the Central American countries. 

• /(Resolution 15, 
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(Resolution 15, Vote of thanks to the Officers of the Committee, the 
Secretariat and the Representatives of United Nations, and resolution 
number 16, Vote of thanks to the Government and Authorities of Honduras)« 

Attached to this Report are the texts of the resolutions adopted 
by the Committee, Six sets of these resolutions were certified by the Heads 
of the Delegations for purposes of authenticity, and then distributed to 
each of the Delegations and to the Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America• 

/ANNEXES 
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ANNEXES 
A> Resolutions adopted 

List cf resolutionè 
General principles of Economic Integration in 
Central America (Res* 1 (AC.17) ) 
Productive Activities directed toward Economic 
Integration (Res. 2 (ka 17) ) ... 
Electric Power (Res. 3 (AC.17) J. V , 
Transport Study in Central America (Res. 4 (AC.17) ) 
Financing of Economic Development and Integration in 
Central America (Res, 5 (AC.17) ) • •• 
Institute of Industrial Technologial Research 
(Res, 6 (AC.17) ) 
Technical Training in the field of Industry and 
Management (Res. 7 (AC.17) 
Research and Training in Crop and Livestock Production 
and their relationship with Economic Development 
(Res. 8 (AC.17) ) 
Standardization of International Trade Classifications 
and Statistical Nomenclatures (Res. 9 (AC.17) ) 
Financing and Administration of Central American 
Projects of Technical Assistance (Res. 10 (AC.17) ). 
Attributions of the Committee of Ministers of Economy 
on Economic Co-operation in Central America 
(Res. 11 (AC.17) ) 
Internal Co-ordination and Liaison (Res. 12 (AC.17) ) 
Invitation extended to the Republic of Panama to 
join, the Committee (Res. 13 (AC.17) ) 
Place and ate of the Next-Session (Res. 14 (AC.17) ) 
Vote of thanks to the Officers of the Committee, the 
Secretariat and the Representatives of United Nations 
(Res. 15 (AC.17) ).• 
Vote cf thanks to the Government and Authorities of 
Honduras (Res/ 16 (AC.17) )..... 
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GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF ECONOMIC INTEGRATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

1 (AC #17) Resolution- approved August 27, 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC.17/Ö) 

THE COMMITTEE OF THE MINISTERS OF ECONOMT ON ECONOÎ LC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 

CONSIDERING that the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America, fulfilling the instructions given during the Fourth 
Session of the Commission, held in Mexico City, presented a report on 
Economic Integration and Reciprocity in Central America; 

C6NSIDERING that in the aforesaid report the Executive Secretary 
makes several suggestions for carrying out a gradual and limited integration 
of the countries of the Isthmus; and 

CONSIDERING that although it is the common aspiration of the peoples 
and Governments of the Isthmus of Central America to achieve a total 
integration of their economies as soon as possible, it would be advisable, 
given present day conditions, to concentrate their efforts in a gradual 
economic integration limited to specific sectors of crop and livestock 
production and industry;. 

RESOLVES 
TO NOTE with satisfaction the report presented by the Executive 

Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America on economic 
integration and reciprocity in Central America and to congratulate the 
Secretariat cf the aforesaid Commission on the accuracy with which it has 
analysed the economic problems common to the Central American countries 
and proposed concrete measures for their solution; and 

RECOMMENDS to the participating Governments: 
a) That in formulating their economic policies they-should take into 

account the need for integrating the economies of their 
respective countries and so develop programmes directed to 
achieving this objective, based on the common aspirations and the 
principles cf mutual co-operation and reciprocity; and 

/b) That in 
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b) That in order to carry out this policy of integration gradually 
an* progressively it is necessary to study and adopt-projects of 
economic development calling for joint action, and to carry these 
out in accordance .with the practical possibilities available. 

/PRODUCTIVE 
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FRO'DUCTIVE ACTIVITIES DIRECTED TOWARD 
ECONOMIC INTEGRATION 

t 
2 (AG.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 

(E/CN.12/AC•17/9) 

THE COMMITTEE OF THE MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA; 

CONSIDERING that this'Committee has resolved to adopt the principles 
of limited and gradual economic integration, based on mutual co-operation 
and reciprocity, as a practical guide which,for the-present, would assist 
in promoting the complementary development of the economy of Central 
America; 

CONSIDERING that the Secretariat of the Economic Commission for Latin 
America has submitted to the consideration of the Committee a number of 
studies which may serve as a basis for the preparation of concrete projects 
in an important sector of productive activities; 

CONSIDERING that in selecting initial projects it is necessary,to keep 
in mind the advisability of stimulating agricultural development with a 
view to increasing both,consumption and the volume of trade and providing 
an adequate supply of raw materials for Central American industries, and 
that these projects should net enly envisage the establishment of new 
industrial activities but also the improvement and rationalization of 
those already in existence; and 

CONSIDERING that in order'to regulate the preparation of the concrete 
projects and the utilization of such technical assistance as may be lent 
by the United Nations and its Specialised Agencies, it would be desirable 
to indicate those groups of activities which are of immediate interest and 
which best comply with the objectives in view; 

RESOLVES 
1- To note the suggestions contained in Chapter IV of. the Report 

on Economic Integration and Reciprocity in Central America presented by 
the Executive Secretary of the Commission and to request that concrete 
projects be formulated,envisaging the establishment of new industries and 
the improvement and rationalization of those already in existence, taking 
into account the need for: 

1 /a) linking 
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a) linking the development of crop and livestock producing 
' activities with industrial development; 
b) promoting an increase in the volume of inter-Central American 

trade and closer economic complementary activities; and 
c) seeking the widest application of the principle of reciprocity, 

keeping in mind the location of all productive activities. 

2. To recommend that the Governments of the Central American 
Republics request the United Nations, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
and other -Specialized Agencies to send experts to work in conjunction with 
those of the Economic Commission for Latin America in order to f«rmulate 
the concrete, projects referred to in the foregoing section relative 
to the activities mentioned in the report, granting the highest priority 
to the following group: 

a) cotton and cotton yarn and textiles; 
b) oilseeds, oils, fato and related industries; 
c) cattle-raising, dairy products, preparation of meat and hides, 

footwear, leather goods and ather by-products; 
d) fishing and related industries; 
a) forest resources, lumber, woodpulp and paper industries; 
f) r.ubber tires and tuees and other rubber goods; and 
g) wenden and wax matches» 
In drawing up these projects, special attention should be given 

to the possible tax implications involved by their execution, and an 
attempt should be made to suggest the best means of preventing any adverse 
results. 

3. To recommend that the Secretariat of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America make periodic reports to the Committee en the progress *f 
the work referred to above and its relationship with the integration of 
the Central American economies, requesting, at the same time, that with 
a view to the better fulfilment of the principles adopted by the Cammittee, 
the Commission should suggest the extensions or changes it deems advisable 
to make in the initial list of activities included in this resolution* 

1 • 

/ELECTRIC POWER 
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3 (AC.17) Resolution approved 27 August 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC,17/10) 

» 

' THE "COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY" ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL MAERICA 

CONSIDERING that one of the fundamental requisites for industrial and 
agricultural development and f*;r economic integration in Central America is 
an adequate supply of electric power; 

CONSIDERING that i/ae installations currently available in Central 
America are inadequate to meet present demand and cannot therefore 
contribute to the economib development of the area; 

, CONSIDERING that as yet no aggregate study has been made of the 
electric power industry- of Central America.and that, on the whole, in the 
present plants it has proved impossible to adopt the modern techniques of 
interconnexion and lead compensation required to oVtain the maximum benefit 
from the resources used in the generation of electricity; 

RESOLVES 
1) To recommend that the respective governments request from the 

Technical Assistance Administration of the United Nations the 
services of the necessary experts vhc, together with the Executive 
Secretariat of - the Economic Commission for Latin America and in 
consultation with the Governments, would carry out a complete 
study of the electrical industry of Central America. 

2) That in carrying out this study, due account be taken of existing 
electrification plans ; that an indication be given of the methods 
and systems to be adopted in order to stimulate the development 
of electric power and to improve actual conditions in the 
generation, distribution and consumption of electricity. It is 
likewise necessary to ascertain the possibilities of inter-
connexion of the power networks of each country on a national and 
international scale, sa that efficient use can be made of electric 
installations and the utilization of the hydroelectric resources 
of the area. 

/TRANSPORT STUDY 
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TRANSPORT STUDY IN CENTRAL AMERICA -

4 (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC,17/11) 

THE-COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONSIDERING that the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America reported to the Committee (Document E/CN.12/AC.17/6) 
on the progress made by the Central American Republics and Panama in their 
request to the Technical Assistance Administration of the United Nations 
for an integral study of Transport in Central America, to be carried out 
jointly by that Administration and by the Executive Secretariat of the 
Commission; 

CONSIDERING that the report to be prepared by these experts should 
be presented to the Governments concerned for study, and that it would be 
advisable to discuss the conclusions of the document.in a Seminar attended 
by representatives and technicians of the different interested countries; 

RESOLVES 
1) To note with satisfaction the report submitted by the Executive 

Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America on the background 
and preparatory work fbr this study and the proposal to hold a seminar 
to discuss this subject; 

2) To offer its auspices to the Seminar referred to above in view of 
the importance of theqe problems in relation to the policy of integration 
and reciprocity adopted by the Central American countries and to recommend 
that the Executive Secretary, after consultation with the participating 
governments, set the place and date of this meeting. 

/FINANCING OF 
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FINANCING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND INTEGRATION 

IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

5 (AC*17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/ CN. 12/ AC»17/12 ) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMT ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONSIDERING that in order to carry out the policies of development and 
gradual and limited integration of Central American economy, it is essential 
to have greater financial resources than are at present available and also 
to ensure the co-operation of the Republics of the Isthmus in the joint or 
co-ordinated financing of the different projects; 

CONSIDERING that the possibilities of increasing savings and domestic 
investments in Cŝ .tral America and the means of utilizing foreign financial 
resources supplied by private capital and by international financial 
organizations for purposes of development and integration have not yet 
been adequately studied; 

RESOLVES 
To request the Executive Secretary, in co-operation with the 

competent international financial organisations, to study the most 
adequate methods of financing plans of development and integration in 
Central America» 

/INSTITUTE OF 
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INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGICAL RESEARCH 

6 (AC,17) Resolution apprcwed August 27 1952 
(E/CN *12/AC•17/13) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA • 

CONSIDERING that increased productivity is an essential factor for 
' economic development and that the low level thereof throughout Central 
America is largely due t* the lack of technological progress in industry;. 

CONSIDERING that in order to introduce modern technique into,Central 
American experiments and studies must be furthered, taking into account' 
local conditions; 

CONSIDERING that the Economic and Social Council recommended in a 
resolution adopted July 10, 1952 during its XIV Session, that centres of 
productivity be established in the countries or regions undergoing a 
process of development; 

CONSIDERING that the Executive Secretary of the Economic C3mmission 
for Latin America submitted a report to the Committee on Technological 
Co-operation (Document E/CN.12/AC.17/4)J 

RESOLVES 
1) To take note ^f the report on Technological Co-operation presented 

by the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
(Document E/CN,12/AC.17/4) and to express its agreement with the ©pinions 
stated therein directed toward the standardization ©f scientific research, 
technological training and the adequate application of knowledge and experience 
in the utilization of natural and human resources in order to make use ©f 
the•numerous possibilities of creating wealth for the benefit of the Central 
American countries. 

2) To recommend that the Central American Governments, supported by 
the resolution adopted on July 10 1952, by the Economic and Social Council, 
request the Technical Assistance Administration of United Nations, together 
with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America, 

/to propose 



' . (¿/Ciia2/nCa7/24) 
Fa^ 51 

to, propose the basis for an institute of industrial technology and the 
means of establishing such an institute in co-operation with the Central 
American Republics, 

The following objectives might be established for the institute: 
i) To carry out methodical and co-ordinated research on the utilization 

of the natural resources found in Central America, with a view to 
developing industry, mining, electric power and other forms of 
production. 

ii) To carry out studies of the Central American industries and to 
propose the most suitable techniques for perfecting methods of 
production, utilization of waste products, the establishment of 
quality controls and other similar measures, with a view to raising 
the level of productivity, 

iii) To answer consultations made by private enterprise and in 
conjunction with the latter, with labour unions and with 
Government offices, foster campaigns for the improvement of 
working methods. -

lv) To study and propose the most adequate technological methods for 
improved industrial development of the region, takJLng into account 
the small capital availabilities and the need to make the best 
use thereof. With regard to this latter point, it is necessary 
to examine the possibilities of providiag remunerative employment 
for the excess population and under-employed labour, 

v) To act as an advisozy organ for the Central American Governments . 
in technical matters -connected with industrial projects, in the 
selection of experts and in other similar matters, 

vi) To train Central American researchers and technicians in the 
various activities to be prorioted by the Institute, and to 
train ¿¿killed labour for- such activities, 

vii) T*9 sponsor by all possible publicity methods the knowledge of 
technique and to stimulate concern for industrial technological 
research. 

/TECHNICAL TRAINING 
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TECHNICAL TRAINING IN TIE FIELD OF INDUSTRY 
AND MANAGEMENT 

7 (AC.17) Resolution, approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN*12/AC•17/14) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONSIDERING that the training of industrial experts and skilled 
labour is one of the most pressing requisites for those industries already 
located in Central America or those to be established there shortly, 
especially in view of the plans of economic integration which the countries 
in this area propose to carry out; 

CONSIDERING that the training of commercial and industrial leaders 
and managers is likewise essential to gof>d organisation and industrial 
devlopment in this region; 

RESOLVES -
To recommend that the governments of the Central American countries 

request United Nations and its specialized agencies, in collaboration 
with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and in accordance with the means provided by the extended programme of 
technical assistance, to prepare: 

a) concrete proposals f?r the most suitable method of promoting 
the training of experts and skilled labour in Central America, 
taking into account prevailing conditions and the objectives of 
economic development and integration pursued by the republics 
in this area; and 

b) a report recommending the most adequate programme of technical 
training for industrial and commercial leaders and managers in 
Central America« 

/RESEARCH AND 
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RESEARCH AND TRAINING IN CROP AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 
AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITH ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

8 (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC.17/15) 

THE COMMTTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION ' 
IN -CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONSIDERING that at the present time, research work in the field of 
crop "and livestock production is being carried out which, from the 
standpoint of its economic consequences, is cf special importance to the 
objectives of development and integration pursued by this Committee; 

RESOLVES 
1. To recommend that the Central American Governments, through ' 

their Ministries, of Agriculture or other appropriate organs, 
give special attention to the relationship between research and 
training in crop and livestock production on the one hand, and 
economic development on the other, with a view tr* increase 
co-ordination throughout Central America as q whole. 

2. To recommend that the Executive .C3cretary of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America, in co-operation with the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation, and in consultation with the 
competent national and international agencies, carry out an 
appraisal of the activities referred to immediately above, 
under 1, in connexion with the requisites, possibilities and 
objectives of economic development and especially with the 
policy bf integration. 

/STANDARDIZATION 
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STANDARDIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE CLASSIFICATIONS 
AND STATISTICAL NOMENCLATURE 

9 (AC,17) Resolution appr<reed A^gnst 27 1952 
(E/CN *12/AC »17/16) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

CONSIDERING that the compilation of comparable foreign traAe statia^ios 
and the adoption of standardized international trade nomenclature are 
essential requirements for carrying out a gradual and limited policy of • 
economic integration in the countries of Central America, as approved by 
this Committee; 

RESOLVES 
1, To recommend that the Governments of the Central American 

republics co-ordinate their efforts in the conversion of their international 
trade statistics to the Standardized International Trade Classification 
(SITC), collaborating with the Economic Commission for Latin America, the 
Statistical Office of the United Nations and the Inter American Institute 
of Statistics in this task; 

2, To constitute a sub-committee for the purpose of preparing a 
project of standardized international trade classifications for the 
countries of Central Americâ  and to request the co-operation of the 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission fcr Latin America in 
carrying out this work; and 

3, To designate the city cf Tegucigalpa as the headquarters af the 
aforesaid sub-committee and to invite the Governments and the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America to sand delegates 
at their earliest possible convenience, 

/FINANCING AND 
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FINANCING AND ADMINISTRATION OF CENTRAL AMERICAN 
PROJECTS OF TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

10 (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC.17/Ï7) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL-AMERICA 

CONSIDERING that this Committee recommended that the participating 
Governments request of United Nations and its Specialized Agencies the 
technical assistance required for the study of the problems common to 
the Central American republics and for the formulation of projects 
directed ty the integration of their economies; 

CONSIDERING that notwithstanding the fact that the Central American 
countries have signed technical assistance agreements with United Nations 
and,with the Specialised Agencies, these agreements do not provide for 
aspects arising from inter-Central American integration and co-operation 
as presented in the projects of assistance considered by this Committee; 

RESOLVES • . 
To recommend that the organizations for,:ning the Technical Assistance 

Administration Board of United Nations take the necessary steps to grant 
special treatment for the technical assistance requests made by the 
Governments of Central America, in accordance with the regional nature of 
the projects; and that in establishing the aforesaid agreements, they 
take into account the limited contributing capacity of the Central 
American countries and the desirability of establishing simple 
administrative, methods to facilitate co-operation between United Nations 
and the Governments of Central American republics. 

/ATTRIBUTIONS OF 
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ATTRIBUTIONS OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF 
ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

II (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952. 
(E/CN.12/AC.17/18 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

* 

CONSIDERING that Resolution 9 (IV) of the Economic Commission for 
•Latin America, adopted in June 1951* indicates the general method of 
procedure for the Committee and that in holding its First Session it 
would be opportune for this Committee to state these attributions 
specifically in order to guide its work in the future; 

RESOLVES 
That the Committee of Ministers of Economy on Economic Co-operation 

in Central America is a permanent organization of the Ecenomic Commission 
for Latin America, on the governmental level; 

The following shall be the functions of the Committee: 
a) To propose to the participating governments such concrete measures 

as are directed to the gradual and limited integration of the economies of 
the Central American countries and the necessary co-ordination for their 
domestic programmes of economic development; 

b) To determine the measures for research and study in connepciwn 
with the objectives outlined immediately above; 

c) To direct and guide the utilization of technical assistance in 
matters pertaining to the integration of the Central American economies; 
to co-ordinate requests made by these Governments for technical assistance 
in such matters; to superintend the progress and execution of the.work 
done by the experts; and to take note of the reports and studies submitted 
by the latter» 

d) To constitute sub-committees to deal with subjects related to 
the economic integration of Central America and to sponsor meetings r>f 
experts, 

/The Committee 
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The Committee should ordinarily meet once a year, the Ministers 
attending in person; should they be prevented therefrom by unavoidable 
circumstances, they may be represented by an Alternate, The Committee 
may hold additional meetings, attended by the Ministers or their duly-
appointed substitutes when the continuity of the work of the Committee 
so demands. 

The Committee may invite observers or representatives of Specialized 
Agencies of United Nations, or of other bodies to attend its meetings, 
in an advisory capacity. 

The Committee shall determine the places in which its meetings are 
10 be held, observing, insofar as is possible, a suitable order of 
rotation for the Central American countries, though permitting them to 
coincide with the periodic sessions of the Economic Commission for Latin 
America, when this appears desirable. 

/INTERNAL CO-ORDINATION 
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, INTERNATIONAL CO-ORDINATION AND LIAISON 

12 (AC, 17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC.17/19) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS- OF ECONOiG: ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA ' 

CONSIDERING that in order to carry out the plans of integration of the 
economies of the Central American countries it is essential to ensure the 
continuity of the work of the,Committee and take the necessary measures 
to enable the respective governments to co-ordinate the internal activities 
of the different departments concerned with matters related to the integration 
of the Central American economies, 

•RESOLVES 
To recommend to the participating Governments, 
a) That they appoint a Liaison Officer to co-crdinate the activities 

of the different departments concerned with, matters related to 
the integration of .the Central American economies, and 

b) that the aforesaid Officer likewise fulfil liaison duties 
between his Government and the Executive Secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for L^tin America and, insofar as is possible^ 
represent the Minister.of Economy at the meetings which the 
latter is unable to attend personally, 

/INVITATION EXTENDED 
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INVITATION EXTENDED TO THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 
TO JOIN THE COMMITTEE 

13 (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN,;u/ACa7/20) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA , 

CONSIDERING that the terms of Resolution 9 (IV) of the Economic 
Commission for Latin America-unquestionably allow for the participation 
©f the Republic of Panama in the Committee of Ministers of Economy on 
Economic Ce-operation in Central America; 

CONSIDERING that in view of the geographic position of the Republic 
of Panama and the resemblance between its economic problems and those 
of the rest of Central America, the incorporation of the aforesaid sister 
republic in the movement cf integration and reciprocity weuld assist in 
solving these problems and in extending the scope of the policy fostered 
by the Committee, 

RESOLVES 
1. To express its pleasure in having the -Republic of Panama share 

the principles•and purposes upheld by tho' C'caanittee and participate in 
the activities and Sessions cf the aforesaid Conrad ttee, as a member thereof. 

2* To empower the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Latin America, in concurrence with the Chairman of the Committee of 
Ministers of Economy on Economic Co-operation in Central America, to 
invite the Government of the Republic of Panama to send its representatives 
to forthcoming meetings and activities of the above Committee and its 
subsidiary bodies. 

/PUCE AND 
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PLACE AND DATE OF THE NEXT SESSION 

14 (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
(E/CN.12/AC,17/21) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMI ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

RESOLVES 
1. To take note of the generous offers made by the Governments 

of Costa Rica and Nicaragua regarding the holdings of the forthcoming 
sessions of the Committee in the cities of San Jcse and Managua, 
successively and accept these invitations with pleasure; and 

2. To empower the Chairman of the Committee, in the event cf any 
circumstance arising which would prevent the sessions being held in the 
order and places arranged, to fix the date and place of the next one 
after consultation with the other Member Governments of the Committee 
and in agreement with the Executive Secretary•af the Economic Commission 
for Latin America. 

/VOTE OF 
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VOTE OF THANKS TO THE OFFICERS OF THE COMMITTEE, THE 
SECRETARIAT AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

15 (AC,17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
~ (E/CM.12/AC,17/22) 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS- OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

RESOLVES 
T* express its warmest thanks: 
a) To the Chairman of the Committee, Dr. Marco a, Batres, 

Minister of Finance, Public Credit and Commerce of Honduras for the 
efficiency with which he conducted the proceedings of the Committee, 
thus contributing to the successful conclusion t>£ the meeting; 

b) To the Executive Secretary of the Economic Ccmmission for 
Latin America and other members of the Secretariat for the preparation 
of the Cohference and cf the technical reports which'provided-the 
Committee with a sound basis for its discussions: 

c) . To the Assistant-Director of the Technical Assistance 
Administration of United Nations and the Executive Secretary of the 
Technical Assistance Administration Beard of United Nations.for having 
attended the meeting and imparted explanatory comments of great value 
in clarifying'the discussion of certain important topics. 

/VOTE OF 
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VOTE OF THANKS TO THE GOVERNMENT AND • 
AUTHORITIES OF HONDURAS 

16 (AC.17) Resolution approved August 27 1952 
~XE/CN.I2/AC.17/23j" 

THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA, 

RESOLVES 
To exprdss its sincerest thanks to the Government and Authorities 

of Honduras for the generous hospitality shown to all the Delegations 
and to the Secretariat of the Economic Commission for Latin America, as 
well as for the efficient measures taken to ensure the smooth running 
of the meetings. 

//B. Rules of 
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B. Rules of the Committee 

RULES OF THE COMMITTEE OF MINISTERS OF ECONOMY ON 
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

Approved August 27, 1952 
(DOR. E/CN.12/AC.17/7) 

CHAPTER I - ORGANIZATION 

Rule 1 
The Committee of Ministers of Economy on Economic Co-operation in 

Central America is a permanent organization of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America, on the governmental level; 

Rule 2 
The Ministers of Economy of the Central American Republics are 

ex officio members of the Committee» 
In the event of any of the Ministers being unable to attend a meeting, 

he may be represented by an accredited delegate. 

• . Rule 3 
The Ministers of Economy may be accompanied by the advisers and 

experts deemed necessary* 
Such advisers and experts may represent their respective 

Ministers of Economy, and shall have the right to speak and to vote at 
any meeting of the Committee or of its subsidiary bodies• 

1 
Rule 4-

The Governments of the Central American Republics shall grant the • Minister of Economy their alternates and their advisers and experts • 
the usual credentials required for international meetings. 

Rule 5 
The Committee shall elect its Chairman for a pericd erf one year. 

The. remaining Ministers cf Economy shall act as Vice-Chairmen and in the 
absence of the Chairman*shall preside, the succession alternating in Spanish 
alphabetical ©rder of the namestheir respective countries. 

/Rule 6 
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Rule 6 
If the Chairman ceases to be a member of the Committee, the Vice-

Chairman whose turn it is to preside shall replace the Chairman until 
the next meeting of the Committee, when a new 'election shall be held. 

Rule 7 
At each meeting of the Committee, a Rapporteur shall be elected, 

who may be one jf the Ministers or the advisers or experts. 

Rule 8 
The Chairman, or Vice-Chairman, shall participate in the meetings 

of the Coraiiittee as such and net as the representative of the government 
by whom he was accredited. In this case, an alternate delegate shall 
be admitted to represent that Government. 

Rule 9 
The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America 

shall be responsible for the Secretariat of the Committee. 

CHAPTER II - FUNCTIONS 

Rule 10 

The following are the functions of the Committees 
1) To propose to the participating governments such concrete 

measures as are directed toward the gradual, and limited integration of 
the economies of the Central American countries and the necessary 
co-ordination bf their domestic programmes, of economic development; 

2) To determine the carrying out of research and study in connexion 
with the objectives outlined immediately above; 

3) a) To direct and guide the utilisation of technical assistance 
in matters pertaining to the integration of the Central American economies 
and to co-ordinate the requests made by these Governments for technical 
assistance in such matters; b) to superintend the progress and execution 
of the work done by the experts and c) to take note of the reports and 
studies submitted by the latter. 

/k) To constitute 
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4) To constitute sub-committees for dealing with subjects related 
oo the economic integration of Central America and to sponsor meetings 
of experts. 

CHAPTER III - SESSIONS 

Rule 11 
The ordinary Sessions of the Committee shall be held once a year 

and the Ministers shall attend personally. In the event of any one of 
them being unable to attend personally, he shall be substituted by an 
alternate delegate. 

At these meetings, the Committee, with the concurrance of the 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America shall 
determine the approximate date and place of the next meeting» 

Rule 12 
In addition to the meetings referred to in the preceding Rule, 

the Committee may hold other meetings, attended by the Ministers or 
their alternates, when this seems desirable from the standpoint of the 
continuity of the Committee!s work. 

In suchNcases, the Chairman of the .Committee, on his own initiative 
or at the request of any one ¿f the meir.b3rs, shall issue the necessary 
notice of convocation, after consultation with the remaining members 
and in agreement with the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Latin America. 

Rule 13 . 
The simple majority of the members of the Committee shall constitute 

a quorum for any meeting hut the voting ,of any principal motion may only 
take place provided the representatives of all the member countries are 
present. Each country shall have one vote. Decisions on principal 
motions must be unanimous; formal motions may be approved by a simple 
majority of ,the votes counted. In the event of doubt arising as to 
whether a motion is principal or formal ̂ the voting must be unanimous. 
Abstentions from voting shall not affect such unanimity. 

/Rule 14 
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Rule lif 
The conduct of the discussions and the voting, for general purposes, 

shall foi^o the usual procedure adopted at international meetings. In the 
event of doubt, the Rules of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
shall be applicable. 

Rule 15 
At tM close of each Session the records' . the conduct of th^ .siness 

of the r aittee shall be submitted by it to the Economic Commission for 
Latin America; this report should contain a summary . the proceedings and 
the full text of the resolutions approved. 

CHAPTER IV - THE SECRETARIAT 

Rule 16 • . 
The Executive Secretary shall act in that capacity at all meetings 

of the Committee and of its subsidiary bodies. He may appoint another . 
member of the staff to take his place at any meeting. 

Rule 17 
The Executive Secretary • his representative may at any meeting make 

either oral • _ written statements concerning any question under consideration. 

Rule 18 
The Executive Secretary shall ' 3 responsible for the' organization and . 

preparation . the meetings. At the start of each meeting, he shall present 
a report . the work completed in the recess between the meetings. During 
that interval, the Executive Secretary, insofar as is possible., shall keep 
the participating Governments posted as to the pr jress of the work in hand. 

- Rule 19 
The Executive Secretary shall, at least thirty days before the opening 

date, each meeting, distribute to the member Governments, copies of the 
provisional agenda, together with the reports and documents to be discussed 
during the meeting convened. 

/CHAPTER V -
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CHAPTER Y - GENERAL RULES 

Rule 29 

In the event of any matter arising which has not been foreseen by 

the present Rulest the pertinent Rules of the Economic Commission 

for Latin America shall be applied, provided they are deemed suitable 

for the purposes af the Committee» 

Rule 21 

The Committee may at any time amend the present Rules of Procedure. 

i 




