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GENER..L DISCUSSION

Mr, TRIVILLI (Secrctory of the Conmittee) nade a
“statenent 1/ on the over-oll ngriculturnl situntion in Iatin
Arerico. He drew attention to dccuments E/QN.12/378 379 ond
FAO/S5/T/4737, ond cnphesized thot in 1953%-54 agricultural
production in Iatin fmerics had 2lmost kept poce with the
increase in popuelation, but per copita consunpticon was still
bclow the pre-wor level, Production for the donmestic morket
had increased while productien for export had relatively
declined., Some countrics hnd refuced their inports, and
that had resulted, in sone coscs, in the reduction of
expcerts from the ccuntrices which ncrmally supnlicd then.
Fluctunticns in prices on the world markets nnd the existence

of surpluses hod hod an adverse effect on trade., The general levelo

food inports hod increased and the genernl level of exports
had decreoscd, cempared with pre-wor figurcs.

Efforts had becn mnde to inprove the situntion, but
much remoined to be done. The rescurces -~f Latin America
could be widely “evelicped, but copitel and tcechnique were
lacking or insufficient, Production could be increased by

raising the unit yield, and considernble progress hod

alrcady beern mude in rodising the yield of malze, for instance.

The noin obstacles fto incrcased production were now bad
land use, the low »roductivity of azricultural lobour and
the sysiem of lond tenure,

Mr, S5:CO fFocd ond lfsriculture Organization) drew
attention-to Infornotion Document N2 35 and to the FAO Review
of the Agricultur2l Conmc”itics Situnticn (FAO/B5/T/4737).

He snid that snoriculturcl proluction in Imtin America had
not kept pace with the zrowth of th. populzticon apd the ihcrense in
real por capits inco..w. Imports of ~gricultural products had

2

1/The text of the stotehent hos been circulnted as
Informaticn Deocuncnt N 34,

/ increased
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increnscd, while exports of suc. precducts hod decreased,
Furthermore, the Iatin inerican ccuntrics were beceonming
incrensingly dependent on the exrort of a snall group of
agricultural commocities, three of wiiich were olready in
surplus on the werld nmarket, Eff rts nust be mnde to incrense
ngricultural protuctlon on o selective basi and countries
sheuld review their producticn oclicy in the 11 ~ht of denestic
Cenan@ and the need to improve consunption levels, the
internntionnl outlook (with Cue regnrd to the surplus problen),
the trend towards nnti-nnl self-sufficiency, .which might

have acverse effects on inter-ircrican trode, and the need

to incrense ogriculturnl cxperts to pay for imports of cahltal
equipnent., There was o crect need for the careful programming
of cgriculture within the froncwoeork of ] gZenernl econonic
Zevelopnent plon., Porticulcr atutention should be given to -the
marketing ond distributicon of 2griculturnl preducts and the
prevention cof woste,

The Committee might wish to discuss woys in which the
countries of the arcen cruld co~crdinote their cgricultural
preduction.on a regicnal bosis in order to avoid high-cost
production, ilsc it wos of intcrest to recall that the VII
Session, of the FAO Confervence had reeomncended that pregranmnes
of cver-all ec nceric Jdevelopment should irclude both
industrial exponcion and the sci cctlve ecxpansion of agricultural
production and consunpticn,

Mr, VhRuhu_(Panam&) soid thot his country was in a
unique position, In spite ¢f an unfrveurnble trode balance
of 55 nillion dollars, its cconcry wes on o sound bosis’,
rainly thorks to the income fren the Canal Zone; In 1953~54,
the increase in agriculturcl proeducticn had motu 111y beem
higher than the incrensc in pepulaticn (20 per cent as
conpared with 3.3 pcr cent )vInports of agriculiurel products
had decrcascd and some itens, such o8 cattle; egss and rice,
were nc longer imported nt 211, ~nd the country wos planning

Jexports.
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exports., Panama had adopted o policy of seli-sufficlency with regard to
basic cormodities which was giving satisfactory results A joint ECLA/FAC
study of the economy of Panama might bz of interest to the Latin American
countries, as the mebhods cdopted there might be helpful in solving some of
their problcms. 7

Mr, Lo BOR::RO (Colombin)} peid a warn tribute to the excellont work of
the ECIA experts in drawing up the reports on Colombian conditions, though
naturally some minor errors had been noted. Those errors werc no doubt due to
the deficient state of the country”’s statisties before 1954. Since that time
statistics had shown considerable improvement. ,

He concurred with the views exXpressed by-the FAD representative on the
state of agricuiture. In Colombia, heretzfore, the farmer had been able to
count upon scant help in his efforts to improve production  However, since 1954
the Government had estoblislied 2 system of agricultural credits whose aim was
to extend funds to the Tiruers for every type of improvement, it a later date
he would enter into greater debzil on that point.

With regard to the status of azyieulture in Colombia, the first concern of
his Government had been to inerease production,and he was glad to announce
that in the past few years the country had become self-sufficient and th-t in
sore items such as rice and surzar -~ beslides of course coffee and banancs - 1t
had entered into the field of exporbaticon. Textile production had also
increased appreciably and hod almost reached o stote of balance between supply
and demand.

He wished to draw abttention to the statement made by the FAO representative
on the larse Latin ameriecan import of forest products, which totalled more than
240 million dollars a year. Such a situétion was unnecessary in view of the
vast forested areas »f Lotin America, In that connexion he wished to put forward
the suggestion that an

/ Amezon Institute
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Amozon Institute sheould te creotsd to develop the vast
naotural rescurces of tho .ozon Besin. That rozion, which in
area equnlled the United States ond wos drained, by the
world’s larccst river, throush which flowed one-fifth of the =~
available woter of the continent , also hod excellent
neans of fransportation, since most of the annzon’s course was
novigable, Brozil hod unde rtoken therouszh studies ¢f its
rescurces and peossibilities, but he cculd not say the some
of other countries which through their gecgrophicol situation
hod o stale in the regicn, '

Mr, SCHIOPETIO (irsentine) considercd that it was
indeed parndexical,ns the F.L.O represcntative hod pointed
out, that there sh-uld be srent nzricultural surpluses when,
as the reports ¢f F..0 shewed, o larze prrt of the world
was suffering frem Jictory deficicneics.,

During a F10 mecting in Geieve some years ago,He hoad
Seen o film whicn sheéwed bow o regicn which held one
quarter of the vorld?s nopulatisn exnerienced o scvere feod
shortage. He wendered whether ihe sclution to the problen
was sclective preduction cor whether o conplete recorganizaticn
0f the system of distribution should be undertnken,

In the prst few veors there had been an owokening of
o new conrscicace and o new concept of socinl justice ancongst
the working classcg,nnd in thelr planning governments |
showed that they were awere of that elcecment, The countries
of Latin ‘merien had renched the conclusiosn that in order to
roise the stancord cf living, they hod to diversify their
production and to incrense the rate ¢f their industrinl
develorment, Thot,in turn,led <o o diversification of cxports,
which ¢ngendered scome conpetition with the more incdustrialized
countries. /s a result, scpme countrics thot had traditionally
been importers of food and roaw natcerinls were forccd to
develop their resources nn? becone c¢xporiters,and that caused

/o certain loss
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2 certnin loss of balonce, The resulitnnt surpluses weighed
heavily on the internctionnl wmorket ~nd there could be no .
hope of restoring the balonce wntil they had been ligquidated,
Before an egquitoble solution to thot grave problen could be
found, all countries would have to rioke sone conceSsions
and scne governments would have to recognize the specinl
problems of Latin Jinerica in crder that.o normel rhythn of
experts and imports could be mointained,

While the problem of the disposcl of surpluses wos
inportont, the rhythn and noture of proluction was cven
nore so. Nothing would hove been gained if, aftcr the
surpluses hnd been elininnted, new stocks were arain to
accrue, rPerhaps the soluticn 1oy in the climination of
subsidies, '

The diversificotion of production in Iotin Jmericn had
not reached imynartonl rroportions, althoush it night in
some respects be consilered sipnificont. Whilst the ccocuntries
of the reginon nmight »ecosnize thot to o small exient they
were resnonsible for currcent conditions, they hoped thot
troditionnlly im:orting countrics would ohstain from cousing
o new stote of “wiolonce in the werld markets, Those were
rroblens tc w. lch the Committec sheould oy close attention,

My, L.:Clow® MURO (Urusuvay) stoted that the positicn of
his Delesaticon hed been exlained in-plenzry ond thoat ot a
later date it would subnit o moticn on the noint dealt with
by the lLrzentine represeniotive, -

A1 he wished to stote ot thet juncture wos that his
delerotion considercd thot the motter  of agricultursl
surpluses. should hrve the preferentinl nttcnition of the
Comnittee. In certnin resvects his Delesotion shared the
view of.the Delepgntiosn of lrgentino on the natter,

Mr. RODRIGUEZ (Bcusmdor) wished to express his Delegation’s
thanks for the excellent reports drawn un by both ECLs and
FAQ, which hnd enabled his Governnent to sec the poarticular

i

/rrcoblens with
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problens with which it wos foced in Tecus,
He was in cccord with the Colonbian reprcsentative’s_

suggrestion concerning the crection of an Arazon Institute.
Ecundor wns vitelly concerned with thot region and would
supncrt. the Colombicn motisc

Mr, SCHATAN (Chile) scid that his Delepgntion hod read
with interest the excellent Zocumentntisn which dealt with
the problems of agriculture in Lotin Jnerica. In his couniry.
the rote of incrense in eorulation hed not been matched by
2 sinilar incressc in the ot of production. Until the
outbreak of the Second Yorld Yer €hile hod been on exporter
of o nunber of »reiducts,whilst now it hnd teccne on inporting
country, Thus, wherers fornerly coriculturcl products hod
been exported in gunntity, thot volume of exports hed been
reluccd in order to sertis’y “ipestic Jdenands, The resulicont
increase in prices had o~rproveted the inflation which
afflicted the country.

Lo report drown up by the Intcrnaitional Benk oand FAO in
1951 showed that few investrents and very little mechaniéation
had reen aprlied to agriculture in Chile. Perturted by the
situvation, his Governnent had nreceeded Lo ¢gverhaul the
Departnent anl to drow un on gver-all. cight-yeor plan for the
development of agrlculture and transport. .8 o result the
Departnent hod ivitroluced nodcrn nethods of scil conscrvation,
selected seceds ond other improvemenits, wnich had shown good
results, in exncrinent had been unlcrtrken for the first tine
in an ores thot covered thres Aistricts,and, with the -
co~operction  of the farmers, it nal dv-n excellent results,

He would give Jctnils «f thot »lan ot o loter neeting.

The meeting rese ot 5.15 o.n,




