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AGRfCUmIURnL DEVLLOTIIT PrOGR 1afid IN The LaTIN »f?IC-37 COUNTRIES:
Econoaic Survey of Latin America {£/CN.12/291/®ev.l) pages 226-297
{concluded)

Mr., G:.RRIDO (Dominican Republic)described the ecﬁnonic '
geography'of‘his eountry in détail, and pointed out that the Econoaic
Survé% did not specifically mention irrigation, food imporfs and rice
production in the Dominican Rervublic. That was misleading, as the“use
of irrigatioﬁ had opensd up hitherto arid uress, whereas his counbry was
growing all its own rice and ocea2idlly hed an prqrtable surpius.

Ir. FURTHDO (Secretariat} e=lle i otienbion $0 the chapber on
.the role of'égriculture in an integrated vrosicane of ccouomic development
in document k/CN.12/292.

The study emphasized that developmernt plans could not be formulqted
for any ecdnomic activity in isolation, and that was particularly itrue
in the case of agriculiturs hecauss a7 the low‘i;come—elusticity of
‘demand for agricultural products. For that reason agricﬁlture pléyed
a passive role in e¢onomic growth. If, for cexample, prodﬁction of
foodstuffa should suddenly increase while the incomss of éther economic
sectors reaainéd stable, the merTkct for thosc goods would probably suffor
from'a giut. On the other hand, even where desand wes growing, the supply
of agrioultural'produco had in practice not rospondsd in the absence of
speciél incenéiﬁcs <nd feecilitics, |

The snudy annlysed the position of agrluultuxc 1n JVurall economlc
developnuat by means of projecctions of probable sxternal aud 1nte¢nal

demand for its products on thc basis of a serics of 1ncaﬁ£—elaselc1ty

Jeociticicnts togsthur
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coefficicnty togother with projections of disposcble consuwer inequs.
On the supply side, dany foctors such as available rcehources and tue -
possibility of incrsasiag yields ehd cultivated arcs wers token i.to -
consideration,

Ve, JACE-D0 {Branil) pointed out that .. Purtado's stetesicnt
referrcd to document 5/CN.12/298, which, though an isportant document,
was ot on the Commitice's azenda; he sugegested that in future ey
document dealing with sgricoliural zspects of a probles. should be placed
before the Committec.

e, ReDEAISHUN {(Metherlands) doscriboed the ceouomic geography
of Surinan, and the incentives boing nrovidew for apricultural developnent.
Aay advice or assisbance Trom uCle. 9 fosbtor that doevelopiment would bu
walgoncd. .

Hr. VEISS (Uruguay) ssid that although he recognizsd the
iaportance of indusiry in cconomic growth, hoe thougiht that ZCLL should
not undsrestimate bthe dyuvanic effects ol soie vypes of agricultural
producticn.,

AGRTICULURLL CaeDI S8R I COUT L cean L0
Report prepared by Fn0, mCL. zid the Governucut of Cuatesnla (E/CN.12/300)

4?. NORIfGs 0% Ind (Guaterizla) gave a bricf résuné of the
events leading up to the sgricultural credit seainar held in Guatenala
fron 15 weptexnber to 13 October, uader the joint auspices of ..CIL.. and FLO,
Ee thon. summarized the varisus points on the sgonda cfxthat suminar,
leying stress on-the high -technicul stonding of the participents zand the

’

gquality of the studies prepared. There had been a most thorough

Josaitination of
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exailination of the agricultural‘crudit position, and although specific
refercnee had been made to orudit inucentral‘“ncfiCa, other Lutin
Anlerican countrics had partieipﬁted, &nd mﬁny‘é"ﬁhe findings WCrs
applicable to areas where similar cdﬁditioné‘bfbvaiied.

The Cﬁalﬁwﬁﬁ,'speaking ag rcproscntative of Eeuzdor, &ove 8
brief deseription of the ngricultural crediv paéition:in1hié country 4and
of the pood results achieved tarous- credits to sm.ll-holdovs.

Mr. MARRALL [(Food chd sopicvltoare Organisation} said that the
success of the agricultural crodil se.inur was o tribute to the co=operation
between wClo ond 7.0, which had buen perdoet with regired to ad;;;inistrativob
arrengensnts, preparation of basic docwaciits, ool.ction of cxperts and so
forth. He aleo praised the work dopo by the Govorrment of Guateoala and
the Guatemalan officisle, in particular r. Voriesa dorsles.

Mr. BILLARD (Lrgentine) coanondud the report on tho sominaf; it
constituted & valuable addition to the Latin aserican bibliagraﬁhy on
agricultural crcdit.

i, (ACHLD0 (B*&zil) rcitur&toi'his Govornment's interest in the
question af egricultural eredit, and swgested that the next step should
be o long-range study of the general principloes involved, togcthef with
an extension of the study to othor parts of Latin .ucrico. & very
important question related to the volums zad sourcces of eapital aveilable
Tor ggricultursl crcdit. Continucd co-operation butween all-iutertSted
organizatibns and govermmcnts was ossential.,

T, Cifias BRICLHO (Vinezuele), I RIGUD {(niti) and Lr. WEISS

{(Uruguay) all cxpressed satisfoetion with the results ociudeved by the

[suninar, and
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-seminar;'dnd‘urgpd the oxbensionn of the work to other areas, linking the
guestion of agricultural‘crsdit to that of land réform. |

Mr. ROBLES (lMoxico) whilc commcnding tho work dono, said thero
gppeared to be onc important omissiorn in the materiasl studied by the
seminar, There was no chapter on internal crcdit fdcilities, 3 the
chenmnolling of iuternal repources towards agricultural credit agcucics.
Thore was a shortage of such ressurces in many couniries, particularly
because agriculiursl credit involved lotg=tera lonng at low intoroest
rates. The Scerctarict should keop that questian in mind for futurc
studies. His own country had soaw econsiderable expericnoe in thé matber.

ifr. MARRaM: {Food and fgriculturc Organizatioﬁ) wee grotified
to find‘that thcrc'@as such complotu agrecment betwoon dslcgat.i on the
need to eontinue the work on agricultural credit. His orgouization was
particulerly ilntcristed in the antior, as wepriculiural ercedit formud un
Integral part of lond roform. He canonne.d bhe fortheoming seminar on
the subject of land rofora, t0 be held in Sao Faulo under Fa0 auspices,
and stressed the ncod Tor the attendance of quoelificd wxperts ab thot
seminer,

The meeting rose et 12.80 Dol




