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MINUTES OF THE SEVENTH PLENARY SESSION
' - R

OF THE

CARIBBEAN COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Kingston, Jamaica: 1-3 December 1987

1. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING |

1. The Seventh Plenary Session of“the_Caribbean_Council for Science

and Technology (CCST) convened in Kingston, Jamaica from 1-3 December 1987.
The meeting was hosted by the Government of Jamaica, through the Scientific
* Research Council (SRC) in collaboration with the United Nations Economic
Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Subregional Head-

quarters for the Caribbean.

' Opening Session

© 2. The opening session was chaired by Dr. Gladstone Taylor, Executive

Secretary of the SRC. The Chairman of the SRC, Professor Gerald C. Lalbr

conveyed greetings to those present, while the opening address was deliVered .
by the Hon. Anthony Johnson, Minister of State in the Ministry of -Agriclilture.

Dr. Ernie Brunings of Suriname, the Chairman of CCST, then addressed thk

meeting. He was followed by Mr. Donatus St. Aimee,'Secretary of the

Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee (CDCC) who delivered the

vote of thanks.

-Attendance
I

3. Representatives of the following CCST member countries were presknt:
"Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba, Grenada, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Suriname and
Trinidad and Tobago. The Netherlands Antilles was also present as an

observer.
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4, The following institutions and organizatioﬁs with interest in Science
and Technology were also present as observers: United Nations Food and

" Agricultural Organization (FAO), United Nations Environmental Programme
(UNEP), United Nations University (UNU), United States Agency for
International Development (USAID), Inter—American Development Bank (IDB),
University of the West Indies (UWI) and Economic Commission for Latin America
and the Caribbean (ECLAC). The list of participants appears at Annex L.

II. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS

Adoption of the Agenda
(Agenda Item 1)

5. The agenda as proposed in document CCST/87/2 was amended. These
émendments included the incorporation of Itém 5(iii) into Item 9, Work
Programme and Budget 1987/88. 1In this regard the Secretary agreed to

prepare a document outlining a possible mechanism for a Permanent Secretariat
of CCST for presentation in the discussion of this item. Other ameﬁdments
were the inclusion of a djscussion on "Manpower Resources" in Item 7 and

"Environment" during Agenda Item 8. This Agenda as amended was adopted

and 1s given as Annex II.

Chairman's Report
(Agenda Item 2)

6. The Chairman's report was given during the opening ceremony and

1s given as Annex III.

Minutes of the Sixth Plenéry Session
(Agenda Item 3)

7 ‘the Minutes of the Sixth Plenary Session which had previously been

circulaced to all member countries was presented to the meeting by the

‘Secretary who highlighted the main points.

8. . In response to a question based on paragraph 27 on whether the
Secretariat had compiled a booklet on the state of science and technology

in the region, the Secretary-responded that this had not been possible



,“-_to the Secretariat.

;At since the relevant information had not been forwarded by the member

fcountries to the Secretariat.. He further elaborated that while the
"Council sought to avoild duplication of effort in this area (bearing

“7." in mind UNESCO's work on this) at the time that this-project had Been

proposed, the UNESCO project. had been at a lull. The Council, however,
: had placed such importance on this type of information that it had

‘"1 requested the Secretariat to initiate this action. Since the UNESCO

‘project was again underway it was no longer necessary to undertake

this activity.

\:9. Cuba undertook to foward the¥s information on this topic -

-

10. The non—completion‘of projects in the Council's work programme
from year to year elicited discussion on mechanisms to solve this. The
lack of a Permanent Secretariat was seen as a possible reason and it was

‘decided to discuss this further when that item was dealt with.'

11. Several delegations considered that for the coming work of the

Council more effort should be displayed among its members to strengthen

co-operation. In this regard, the Secretariat should provide support

in the diffusion of information among members, thus eontributing to this
7.objective. '

Minutes of the Ninth Executive Committee Meeting
i -(Agenda Item 4)

.

.12. The Secretariat reported that ‘the Ninth Executive Committee

L (
: Meeting had not been held as planned due to lack of finance. An oral
g_report of the Executive Committee Meeting held earlier in the day was

|

- given.
Matters arilsing - with special consideration given to:
(1) CCST logo, and (i1i) Amendments to Statutes
(Agenda Item 5) '
"v13{ (1) CCST Logo - The Secretariat pnesented the proposed logo to

the council and it was adopted after some comments.

-~
"
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(11)  Amendments to Statutes - Consensus was reached on the amendmént,‘,

-to the CCST statutes governing membership, with Cuba holding the position ‘4
that while not being against any country and the possibility that each country,

independent or not, should benefit from the work of the Council, it considered -
that membership of non~independent countries was against the spirit of United
Nations Resolution No.1514 and did not help the on-going decolonization process. )

" 14. ° Article 4 of the CCST thus now reads:

HEY

"1. The Members of the Council shall comﬁrise the States that

are members of CDCC.

2. In addition, the Council may admit as a Member of CCST any couhtfy
or terriotry within the Caribbean regibn. In the case of a country
or territory that is not an independent state, an application for
admission as a member of CCST shall be presented to the Council '
by the competent governmental authorities of the State which is"'
responsible for the international relations of the countrf of

territory in question."
I ) e

15;3” It foliows froﬁwthe émendment of Article 4, concerning "membership" that
other articles of the Statutes where reference is made to only CDCC member
countries as members of CCST, must accordingly, be slightly modified, e.g.
Article. 31 concerning ' 'ratification or acceptance of the Statutes" and

also Articles 17 and 20 The relevant changes will be made and circulated

to member states.

16. A new document with the Statutes will be made up by the Secretariat and

sent, to the member countries and observers of CCST and to the other related

international organizations in January 1988.

Countries interested in becoming members of CCST can now make fbrmal
applicaéion for membership of CCST in accordance with Article 4, paragraph 2 of —

the Statutes. -

17.» The Netherlands' Antilles delegation thanked the host country for having

made this session possible and congratulated the Chairman for the excellent

- way in which the meeting had been conducted.

18. At the same time the delegation'took the oppoftunity to express,
on behalf of the govefnment of the Netherlands Antilles,  its deep
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satisfaction and sincere gratitude to the Secretariat and. the Members of
-the Council for the recognition of the involvement of the Netherlands

Antilles in the CCST, as was énownléo cieéflynny“themédoption of the

7ngendments to the statutes by consensus. =

Annual Report and Balance Sheet for 1986-87
(Agenda Item 6)

‘”19. The Annual Report and Balance Sheet for 1986-~87 (CCST/87/4 and
© CCST 87/4 Add.1l) were presented to the Council.

5120. In discussing the matter of attendance at meetings on behalf of
. CCST, the Council agreed that, as a matter of policy, the Secretary should
._report on the main points of these meetings and forward this to CCST focal

. points.

:9221. ' Having noted that many activities were not implemented due to lack

:of feedback from member countries and/or lack of funding, and that many of

‘the focal points were not at science and technology policy-making level,
ithe Council recommended that effective'linéé of communication be established
:to ensure that the focal points could communicate more effectively.with
“* the Secretariat. ; v ‘
i

Lo

(.;?522. It was recommended that the Secretapy'should pefiodically travel
 'u§ﬂt0¢those member countries not active in the Council to stimulate their

- participation in CCST.

‘“5“23." The completion of thé UNESCO pfoject on the assessment of science
and technology in the region was viewed by the Council as being of the
- utmost importance to member countries and it is hoped that upon

: jﬂ‘completion this will assist in the planning efforts in science_and‘”

technology of member states.

'&£4- On the matter of CCST finances, the Chairman reminded members of
- .a previous decision on the payment of half the contributions in foreign
“:acurréncy and half in local currenc&wto be”usédjfor CCST éc;ivity in the
'?icountry. He also urged membgr states to mgke evgry‘effort‘to pay, if not
“all, at least part of‘;heirﬂgpngributions.; . h ) |

!
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Country Reports on Science and Téchnologx
(Agenda Item 7)

25. In keeping with a decision adopted at the Fifth Plenary Session, -
'papers were presented in the following order by: - Netherlands Antilles
.(CRP/3); Antigua and Barbuda (CRP/2), Cuba (CRP/4); Saint Lucia (CRP/5);
~Jamaica (CRP/6) and Grenada (CRP/7). An oral presentation was delivered
by Trinidad and Tobago. ; | .
26. The representative from the FAO alsé_delivered a paper, which will

be forwarded to participants upon recelpt by the Secretariat.-

wﬁNetherlands Antilles

27. In presenting the Country Paper (CRP/S) the meeting was informed .
that while a national council had not yet been formed, the representative
vas optimistic that a workable council would be formed within the coming

year and that the Secretariat would assist in planning a national science

" . and, technology consultation.

. 28. During discussion on a wind turbine project (wind air course system)

.'{Tdeveloped in Curacao, offers of collaboration in this area between the

- Netherlands Antilles, Antigua and Barbuda and Saint Lucia were made, with

follow-up action planned by the delegates.

29. Similar areas of activity in desalination technology in both the
Netherlands Antilles and Antigua & Barbuda, and on solar energy cooling
..in the Netherlands Antilles{ Antigua & Barbuda,,Saint Lucia, Suriname and
Cuba were identified, with the relevant countries making offers for - T
collahoration with each other. Cuba, in pérticular, had some experieﬂée

in the use of solar energy for cooling through its centre on'non—conventibnal

sources of energy located within the University of Santiago de Cuba.

'30. An important point made was that counfriés should first maximize local
 Ltechnological resources by co~ordination, then regional science énd technology
' resources, before seeking assistancengtra-regibnally.u'it‘wgs noted that
-in many instances the facilities available within a country were underx- N

“utilized due to a lack of irformation of their existence and éapabilities;

P

.
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In this respect,(information was provided on collaboration between the
Government of the Netherlénds Antilles and the Caribbean Industrial

" Research Institute (CARIRI)iin Trinidad and Tobago in providing a
network for facilities available in the Netherlands Antilles for use

in that country's industrialization programme and linked to testing,
quality control, etc. in producing goods which would meet international

standards.

i

Antigua and Barbuda

Lo

31. Elaboration on a medi@inal piaﬁts_project was provided. This .
“activity centered on two projects: the Cdmmonwealth Science Council
project which is on the éfhnobotony of medicinal plants; and the OAS
(EBUTROP) project which is the collection and evaluation of data

outside of the ethnobotouny of these plants.

32. A request by the Netherlands Antilles for information on the
project on King Crab was made; as was an offer for the exchange of
information between the Netherlands Antilles and Antigua & Barbuda

on work being done on shrimp culture.

33. . A suggestion was made that countries seeking to institute work on
étandards should use the experiences of other countries such as Ireland,
Singapore and Malaysia as guides since they have developed suitable
structures for meeting needs which are not dissimilar to those of the
region. |

Cuba

34, Cuba is currently in the process of re~organizing its mechanisms
for science and technology by identifying new objectives and priorities.
The Country's priorities are geared towards increasing exports and
reducing imports. To this end efforts are aimed at the production phase

of research results.

35. . In response to questions on energy, the meeting was informed
that thare were three centres for energy: one on non-traditional
sources of energy, a second on traditional sources of-energy and one now

being developed on nuclear éﬁergy.
o
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36. Recognizing that nuclear energy was being developed in countries
such as Cuba and Brazil, a call was made that, given the extra-territorial
impact of nuclear reactor disasters,‘information on safety procedures should

be provided to surrounding countries and others in ;he region interested

in such information.

Saint Lucia

37. A great deal of discussion centered on the uée of blogas, which was
described as an under-utilized resource. It was recognized,however, that
biogas technologies were still awaiting a major breakthrough towards '
making it a cost—effectivé technology, .and that collaborative efforts were
needed on the science of biogas technology rather than on the technology

of the process.

38. The delegate also provided information on Saint Lucia's national
consultation on science and technology, the report of which will be sent
to the Secretariat for forwarding to the other member countries.

Y
General ,

39. Due to time. constraints, discussion was not possible on the
presentations of Jamaica, Grenada and the FAO, and only for a limited time

on the Trinidad and Tobago presentation.

40. Nevertheless, it was agreed that the FAO representative and the
CCST Secretariat will collaborate towards the development of small tissue

culture labs through training and provision of equipment.

41, The consensus of opinion on the disguséion on the Trinidad & Tobago
presentation was that, with some exception, the region was not addressing
the issues of science and technology that were germaine'td development

as evidenced by an absence of reseap%? in areas fundamental to the
economies of its countries, e.g. sugar, petfoleum, water management and

energy conservation and this would need to be corrected.

42, . The meeting recommended also that at. future meetings, country reports
should focus on brief general overviews on science and technology activities

in member states, with the major reporting being on-going ‘activities.

~
I

-

'
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Issue for in~depth discussion
(Agenda Item 8) - o —mo i

(i) © Biotechnology

Jamaica

42: An introduction to the host eountr? s presentation on Biotechnqlogy
was. provided by Dr. Gladstone Taylor, co-ordinator of the Monitoring h
kCommittee for the Tlssue Culture Research and Development Project in
Jamaica. This project was developed within a few months from an idea to

a project proposal which, after being presented to the Government and
approved, had obtalned funding from the United Nations Development .
Programme (UNDP) for its implementation. ' '

43, Jamaica s presentation was delivered by Dr. Vishnoo Asnani, PrOJect"
Co-ordinator, who stated that use of plant biotechnology through tissue
culture produces large‘amounts of disease-free planting material. This
is of particular relevance to Caribbean countries since one of the
largest constraints to agricultural production is the availability of

' planting material..

44, Dr. Asnani underlined the major fecus of the tissue culture project
as being the production of planting material for distribution to farmers,
rather than fundamental or basic research in tissue culture. The projpct
seeks to produce planting material for root crops (yams, sweet potato,
cassava and ginger) and ornamentals (anthurium, gerbera and orchids). For
all of these crops research is conducted to determine the most suitable

medium for micro-propogation under Jamaican conditioms.

45, The application of biotechnology in Jamaica is seen as an
integrated system with a Grower's Committee; a Technical Committee and a
Monitoring Committee which determine technological needs prior to the
initiation of the project. This was seen as the major factor whieh hap

contributed to the success of the project to date.

46, In discussing this presentation, the point was made that this type
¥ y

of activity provided excelleng opportunities for collaboration on a

regional level, since activities need not be duplicated in all countrips.
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47, Dr. Ahmad, Co-ordinator of UWI, Monas Biotechnology Unit, informed
the meeting that the Unit was currently training post-—graduate students

in applied biotechnology.

Trinidad and Tobago

48. Dr. Desmond Ali, in introducing Trinidad and Tobago's paper, (See
CRP/1) stated that while the Caribbean had a tradition of more than three
hundred years' experience ihAbiotechnology through the rum industry, this
had not been developed through research and deveiopment which could have
carried over into other areas. Fufther, the rum industry itself did not

understand the dynamics of fermentation.

49, Trinidad and Tobago's work in biotechnology was a collaborative
effort involving the UWI, CARIRI and NIHERST; and involved three eléments:
plant tissue culture, abplied microbiology and biological control. ‘
Additionally, a biotéchnoiogy workshop is scheduled to be held in that
country from 25~27’Febfuary 1988 and seeks to bring together reseafchets
in the field to exchange information on their work; to establish a
Caribbean network of biotechﬁb]ogistsand'to establish priorities for

work, training and equipment-sharing.

Netherlands Antilles

49, The delegate from the Netherlands Antilles presented a paper on
the production of vaccines used in the poultry industry. The vaccines,
he informed, are prepared primarily for export and information can be

made available to interested parties.

Cuba:

50, Cuba briefly described the activities of the Cuban Biotechnology

Centre which produces, among other products, interferon and various
vaccires. An offer for co-operation with other countries in the

region was made.

General Discussion

51, In the general discussion which followed on the topic, concern-

was expressed that while biotechnology is potentially ome of the fields
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that the region .could excel in, the training programmes at the secondary
and university levels did not address the needs for skills in‘thaq field.
There was also the absence of linkages between the universities and the

private sector, contresting with what obtained in the developed countries

where there exist partnerships betwegn the universities, the private

sector and the government in commercializing scientific effort.

52.  This item led to & comment that the Council should bring tq the

attention of the Governments the need for greater resources in training,

. particularly at the secondary level,.and that a statement to this effect

" should come from the Council to the CXC. This is given as Annex IV.

ayld

:
i

3

53. The meeting agreed that elements of . biotechnology should bg
included in the secondary school syllabus, and be reflected in the CXC

and 'A' level exams.

She-

- (ii)  Environment . , : L ;

54, -+ This topic was introduced by Richard Thelwell, UNEP Consultant,

who informed the meeting on the development of a‘netwotk for exchange

1 and transfer of environmental information in the wider Caribbean (CAPNET;.

.. 55, Concern was expressed over recent lucrative financial offers made

to Caribbean countries to dispose of waste (municipal and industrial)

from some developed countries, since the future environmental impagct

. associated with the disposal of this waste was unknown. The view was held

- that the region did not have the science and technology capabilities to

- deal with the problems that this would create, and that countries in the

region could lend support to other countries in defending precautipnary

.. stands taken on this particular, and other environmental issues.

" 56. It was felt that the Council is well:placed to draw this to the

© " attention of governments and agencies working in this field.
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"~ Work Programme and Budget 1987/88
(Agenda Item 9)

57. The proposed Work Programme and Budget 1987/88 was introduced

by the Secretariat. After much discussionvit was agreed that CCST.
should undertake such projects which could be carefully implemented

and which would have an immediate impact on the development process

of its member states. In that context chénges were made to the proposed
work programme to reflect the areas of priority and the projects which
were felt would imprdve both the standing and profile of the CCST'in‘

the region. The projects approved appear as Annex V of this document.

" 58, A request was made that the Secretariat should send copies of the

elaborated documents agreed upon‘in the Work Programme to all members

for their consideration.

- 59. The Netherlands Antilles expressed an interest in holding national

consultations and requested the assistance of the Secretariat in organizing

 same.

60, On the question of the establishment of a.Permanent Secretariat

for the Council, delegates had before them a paper presented last year by
the Secretariat and a short note on some modalities by which the matter

could be approached. It was felt that the establishment of a Permanent

" Secretariat was indispensable to the continued success of the CCST and that

establishment of such Secretariat skould be given priority in the 1988 -

..Work Programme. To that extent it was agreed that the members of the

- Executive Committee should, on a priority basis, seek to obtain the

3

necessary information concerning the allocation of posts to the Port of
Spain Office to service an interim Secretariat and to enter into discussions
with other agencies with an interest in science and technology.in the region,

such as: CARICOM, OAS, UNESCO and the Commonwealth Secretariqt, for

agreement on a format for the Permanent Secretariat of CCST. Such proposals

should be submitted to member states before July, and subsequently to ECOSOC
for approval, through the ECLAC office. E
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61. It was decided also that at each Session, arising out of the

. discussion on the special topic, an activity should. be developed and be
incorporated into the Work Programme for the coming year. In this regard
‘the Council allocated $20,000.00 towards developing small primary tigsue

culture 1aboratories in those CCST countries requesting such assistance.

62. ' The Council decided that the, topic for discussion at the Eighth
Plenary Session would be "Science Fairs", and requested member states to
- provide the Secretariat with as much information.as possible for thejr

| experiences to be shared with other members prior to the Eighth Sessjon.

1

Election of Officers.
(Agenda Item 10) -

. Aoy

63, The‘following'officersH&ere electedvto’the Executive Committeq
for the 1987/88 term: e

Chairman Jamaica - : Dr. Gladstone Taylor
Vice-Chalirman wwwe . Cuba ' Dr. Tirso Saenz
Treasurer ' Saint Lucia "Ms. Marie-Grace Auguste
Member » Trinidad & Tobago Dr. Desmond Ali

64, It was suggested that the Executive Committee should meet durjng

the Biotechnology Workshop scheduled for Trinidad and Tobago 25-27 Fgbruary -
1988. '

Date and Venue for the Eighth Plenary Session
(Agenda Item 11)

65. It was agreed that the Eighth Plenary Session will be held at the end
of November/early December 1988 (the precise dates to be determined) and
Trinidad and Tobago offered to host this meeting. Following last yegr's
precedent, a request was made for offers of an alternative venue. The
»Se;retariat is to consult with member states on both the exact dates and

the alternative venue.

‘”Ahy’Other Business
‘ (Agenda Item 12)

66.  The Trinidad and Tobagd delegate invited Council Members to visit his

Country's Business Incuﬁator facility which is to be opened in January, as
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well as to try to identif§‘other:mechénisms for‘trsnslating research
and development to production which could be applicable to other situations.

67. Jamaica informed the meeting on its contact with the International

Foundation of Science located in Sweden. This is a non-governmental

-organization which funds projects on a one-to-one basis. Information

was circulated on the organization and member states were urged to get

in touch and, 1if possible, to apply for membership.

i

68. The Director of the Foundation had been invited to visit the region
in 1988 and an indication was needed of countries which would widh their

inclusion in his itinerary. v;r;{e; o
69.  The Janaica delegate also informed the meeting ‘about the Third World

Academy of Sciences and distributed literature on this organization, urging

members to make use of the opportunities offered.

..‘-“
[
0
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

CUBA

GRENADA

JAMAICA
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-Annex I
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

CCST Member Countries

-Eustace Hill )
Science ‘Co-~ordinator

_ Ministry of Education
St. John's

. Telephone 462 4959

Tirso W. Saenz
Director, Research Center for History
and Organization of Science
Academy of Sciences of Cuba
" Cuba 460, La Havana 1
Telephone 6-4280

Mirtha Barquet Farah
Funcionaria de Organismos Econ.Internacionales -
Comite Estatal de Colaboracion Economica
1% el AyB Vedado, La Havana

Telephone 3-4019, 3-4273

Ronald Mitchell-

Scientist -

National Science and Technology Council
Tanteen, St.George's

Telephone  440-3118

: Gladstone Taylor

- Executive Director
Scientific Research Council
P.0. Box 350, Hope Gardens
Kingston 6 .
Telephone 927-1912; 927-1771-4

Vishnoo Asnani

Project Coordinator, SRC/UNDP Tissue Culture
' -Project - - - e .

Scientific Research Council

P.0. Box 350, Hope Gardens -

Kingston 6 ‘

Telephone 68635 _
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SAINT LUCIA Marie-~-Grace Auguste
Chemistry Lecturer .
Ministry of Planning/Energy
Sclence and Technology Unit
Castries . o
Telephone 45-22706

SURINAME ' . Ernie Brunings

President

‘Anton de Kom Universit
P.0. Box 9212 o
Paramaribo

Telephone 60200

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ' Desmond Ariph Ali
. Special Adviser on Science & Technology

Office of the Minister of Planning &

- Mobilization ‘

‘14th Floor, Eric Williams Financial Complex

Independence Square, Port of Spain
+_Telephone. 627-9700 Ext., 2216

Gail Paula Guy

© First Secretary = -
Trinidad and Tobago High Commission
60 Knutsford Blvd., Kingston 5
Jamaica
Telephone 65730/9 (Jamaica)

2.  Observer Country . -

-

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES - - Franklin J. Rosheuvel
National Coordinator .
Govt. of the Netherlands Antilles
Ministry of Education
Schouwburgweg
! , Willemstad, Curacao )
Telephone 871203

Niovis Winklaar
© Treaty Division, Foreign Relations Office
'+ Govt. Netherlands Antilles
Fort Asmsterdam 4
Willemstad, Curacao
Telephone 613933
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3.

Others

. - | -

United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Allan R. Furman

Representative

FAO

60 Knutsford Blvd., P.0. Box 1136
Kingston, ‘Jamaica

- Telephone: 94107/95674

United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)

United Nations University (UNU)

Richard M. Thelwell
UNEP Consultant

16-20 Port Royal Road
Kingston, Jamaica
Telephone 92-29292

1

C.A. Nascimento

UNU Consultant

18 Courida Pk. West, E.C.D.
Georgetown, Guyana

- United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

Leland Voth

Representative

USAID

c/o U.S. Embassy

Jamaica Mutual Life Centre, 3rd Floor
2 Oxford Road

Kingston, Jamaica

Telephone 994850

(1DB)

Inter~American Development Bank

Hernan Santivanez

Observer Sectoral Specialist
IDB a o :
40 Knutsford Blvd.

Kingston 6, Jamaica
Telephone 62343

_;’[ University of the West Indies (UWI)

P

M.H. Ahmad o
Senior Lecturer/Consultant
UWL

"Mona, Jamaica "~ T

Telephone 70297
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4, ECLAC
Donatus St. Aimee
Secretary of CDCC

. Christine David
Research Assistant

bJoyce Farley
© . Secretary
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Annex 11

PROVISIONAL AGENDA

.'jls Adoption of the agenda
-  . .-...2,. . Chairman's report .
. 3. Report of the Sixth Plenary Seésion'
4, Report of the Ninth Executive’Commiftee Meeting
5. Matters arising with speciallconsideration:given to:
i) CCST logo; | |
ii) Amendment to statutes; ;
iii) Permanent secretariat»fo: CCsST. : L
6. Annual report and balance sheet 1986/87
7. Country reports Onbscieﬁqe;aqd téqhnqlog} and ﬁanéoﬁer resources

8. Issues for in-depth discussion: Biotechnology - with particular
reference to tissue culture; environment

9. Work programme and‘budg;tv1?87/§8
.10.,‘,E1;ction of officers
11." ' Date and venue for Eighth Plenary Session
-12;.: Any other businesé ‘ | |

13. Consideration of the draft report and recommendations
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. Resources for Development - pointegsto the range of products in our region
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Anmnex III

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

That our Council has been able to meet for three consecutive’years
is no mean feat in the face of continued economic difficulties and for
that we need to pay special tribute to the efforts of the interim secretariat -~ = - .

iCLAC Subregional Headquarters for the Caribbean in Port of Spain.

But more important because it is realized that sound science and
technology policies and the optimal utilization of resources, both human

and material, are the avenues by which our countries can hope to cope with

kthese difficulties and eventuailj-bé on the ﬁay.io &evéldpment. It is,

therefore, another reason for us~to.meet»t0»chart:the course of development
within the framework of the application of science and technology and to
exchange ideas and experiences recognizing the varied stages of development

among our members,

Our 1in-depth discussion topic last year - the Utilization of Natural
that need attention and consideration in terms of research and development.
This year, our topic iéw"Biotechnology" and we will hear from our colleagues
on the state of the art in our individual islands, These topics are intended
to bring to the forefront both the activities undertaken and the potential

of our region in areas that, up to now, have been given littlé attention.

Yet it is in these very areas that much progress has been made elsewhere

and for which we have to spend our scarce foreign exchange to acquire

techniques and products.

In some of these areas, the Council itself may be unable to do much ' - .

but by bringing these topics to the forefront of the agenda, it 1s hoped

. that funding agencies, national institutions and other organizations . ‘ s

wduld give a more sympathetic ear to projects developed in these areas and
may themselves take up the challenges in their research and development
programmes, or financing gystems.

=



-21~

I am pleased to sé} that the roundbof national consﬁltations has
begun and all indications are that these were long overdue. It is an
old saying that "the chain is only as strong as its weakest link'" and
we need to build strong national units and institutions if we' are to
- genuinely affect the lives of.;hgwpqpulation. It is hoped, therefore,
that at the end of the consultations, the CCST will‘eﬁerge a stfongéf
. regional body strengthened by national units interlinking with each other’

" and assisting in the development of the work programme of the Council.

At this point I wish to welcome the addition of a new member to our
Council, St. Kitts and Nevis, and wish to say a hearty welcome to its

- representative..

The Council continues its membership drive to make it truly repre-

 __sentative of our subregion, excluding no one, and I hope that the pro-

posed amendment to the Statutes will meet with your approval to enable

~ this widening process.

While the Council continued to co-operate and collaborate with other
agencies on science and technology matters, there are, I believe, too many
k"agencies dealing with the same aspects. In that respect, I am pleased to
' note that efforts are underway between the UNESCO, CCST and OAS to arrive
~ at an  operational mode which would allow for greater collaboration of

‘ activities, recognizing that in small coﬁntries, the same individuals are
responsible for similar projects, and that demands a considerable amount

of their time. ‘
§

I wish to end by making a plea again, as I did last year, té member
states to pay thelr contributions so. that our modest but important work
programme can be implemented on schedule so that the true role of science
~ and technology in the development process of our countries and region

will be realized.
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Annex IV
STATEMENT TO THE CARIBBEAN EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL (CXC)

At the Seventh Pleﬁary Session of the Caribbean Council fo£ Science
and Technology mentiop was madé’of_the need to have aspects of "Biotechnology" -
reflected in the '0' Level and 'A' Level syllabuses and that a statement tc
this effect should be cémmunicated>to the CXC. The following is the text o I I

the note to the CXC:

" The Council wishes to commend the CXC for the innovative examinations
in science which it has introduced in our territories. We feel that no
other single factor has changed the tone of science education in the region

as significantly as the new emphases which are reflected in your examinationms.

In light of your obviéhs‘inéerest‘in developing the fegion through

science, we therefore offer this statement:

CCST at its Seventh Plenary Session did an in-depth study of
Biotechnology and strbﬁgly recommends that when the Biology o
Syllabus is reviewed positive steps be taken to introduce aspects

of this technology in your syllabus.

t

The Council strongly feels that Biotechnology will Significantly
improve life in the Caribbean at a very affordable price and
that, in keeping with your thrust of Science for Development,

this inclusion would be strategic. "
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Annex V

1987/88 BUDGET SUMMARY

Primary Heal;h Care Meeting
Food and Nutrition Workshop
National Science & Technology Cap;bilities
Caribbean Film Mégézine o !
Animal Feed Production
Other Activities:
Meeting of Science & Technology Agencies
Assistance to National Activities
TCDC promotional activities
Regional seminars
Assistance with market profiles .information

gathering and dissemination

Total

$ 10,000
10,000
6,000
7,000

1,500

3,000
20,000
20,000

30,000

2,000

$109,50Q






