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It is for me both an honour and a pleasure to take\pa:t,

.as President -of the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nétioné, in this opening ceremony of the Third Session of the
Economic Commission for Latin America. This, because the
Council has assigned tb the Economic Regional Commissions work
which has converted tﬁem into its most important subsidiary
organizations, and also.becauSe the pafticular tasks of this
Commissioﬁ,are amongst those to which my country has contributed
witﬁ most enthusiasm in the United Nations. ' |

When the Council decided thét_the different Sessions of
the Commiséion should be held in the different member countries
in turn, it was doubtless with the idea of arousing the interest
.of eaéh one in the Commission's work, and ensure, in this way,
the indispénsable support Bf the courtries and their governments

But it also did so in order that the Commission;should be



ae@uaim@ed'%ith the different conditions»end problems ofvthe
SOl 05 ans 80 benefit by the experience of each indi?idual
oo, In this last connection, the Commission is indeed
wescunate that 1ts Third Session affords it the opportunity of
cadylag at first hand the pure forms of Uruguayan democracy,

“¢ willl be able to appraise the social and economlc progress

L

can be made by a country of this continent possessed of
an exemplary 1nst1tut10nal and Jurldlcal order, an env1able
Lritual and ecultural atmosphere and social conceptions
founded upon human dignity and the fundamental rights of the
individual, | |
'Imtewna@ionel collaboration has made giant strides during
‘the Lo Jow years regarding the soiution of pfoblems of economic
shabiliity in ali‘countries, and those of economic development
in wnder-developed areas. It has become imperative as the -
resuly of many factore; which will impose new forms of economic
n@@@ergtion during the coming/yearso Tt is generally agreed
shat the proeperity and social tranquility of all countries,
the preservation of world peace and the very existence of
eivilization depend‘upon the success of this undertaking.
The conscliousness of collecti_ vesponsibility in the face of
hiese economic and social problems, and of the just and
wholewhearted aspirations of>millions of human beings to a
aczcone and worthy life, have determined ihe general decision
Lo agsume that Tesponsioility by promcting measures of
inbernational COQQCfathna

/We have seen
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We-have seen in the. course. of the last five years ‘some
'examples of economic collaboratlon which could never have been
thought possible and which are. a testlmony of the evolution of
:the thinking of the leaders of a magorlty of the countries.
This evolution will doubtless contlnue 1n the future."‘ :
The "United ‘Nations, whlch are called upon by the Charter
“of:8an Francisco to guide, foster and develop 1nternat10nal
collaboratlon in the economlc and 8001a1 flelds, have played

~ an-important part in this progress, in splte of politlcal

factors which have seriously hampered 1ts action. It behooves

“ " us 'to.remember it on this ‘and other approprlate occasions

" because the knowledge .and dlssemlnatlon of thls truth will

surely. increase the faith. of the peoplos 1n the organlzation
~and ‘thus! strengthen their support.“ '_ ‘ o

- As a proof of what I have Just sald, 1t 1s sufficient to
mention ‘one ‘of- the :aspects, of the economlc development of
*ﬁundev-dcveloped areas, Wh§°h~h93 ylelded fruitful results for
the countries of our. continent.h“;ti ' IR

- The:United Nations understood‘from.the beglnnlng that

the: measures:to foster this economic development formed the

basis’ of:any;: constructive, actlon taken wlthin the fleld of its

. “activities. In -fact, _more than two-thlrds of humanlty llves

- 'in these reégions -and.the low and even at times miserable standard

©oef 11v1ng of their inhabitants 1s determlned by this state of

it

‘insufficient economic development. They understood besides
that in an interdependent world like ours, there could be no

/solution
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- solution to. theltrobiemsvtf.the'ihdustfialized countfies if
the ‘levels of economlc activity in 1nsufficiently dthloped
countries were not ralsed. o ' .

That 1s why the United Nations have con51dered as a great
international problem that of under-developed countries and
in so .doing, they have certalnly awakened the interest of the
statesmen of the world The General ‘Assembly and the Economic
and Social Counc1l have constltuted 2 perfect forum in which
to unify the criterion of a great magority‘of countries on
the. need. for eqerdinated action to find-a‘solution,to such a
pressing,probleﬁ; | ‘. - '

-+ The United yatione afe therefore‘responsible.for the fact
that there is genefalbconseneus of opinion today as to the need
to approach this problem at the iﬁternational»level,t They have
- played a 1eeding:part in'inspiring'thiS'way of thinking in
certain great countriest I sincerely belleve that the
presentatlon and the examinatloh of: this problem in thel
United Nations has had a great influence on the . formulation of
‘President Truman's Qéll-kﬁdﬁn'Poinﬁ‘Four.

<The‘United Natiehs haVe aisb'serVed as a forum for the
theoretlcal debates on the problem ‘'of economic development and
its different espects. They have been useful both to the.
under-developed countries and’ to those which are more ‘highly
developed economlcally.speaking. The-dlscu531ons,have brought
many,impatieetAana iilusionafy'minde face to face with facts,

/and.at the
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and at the same time have served to eliminate an infinite number
of prejudicee and fal°e economic theories.

These debates have stressed the.common interests which
require the cooperatlon of all in the development of a region;
they have strcssed that the economlc development of ©¢he various
countries and regions'muet be synchrpn@zed and henmonious in
order to'pre?ent isolated efforts from following a course

detriméntel tb thc'generel good of the international community.

The Unltod Nations have not been content with merely
analyzing problems of economic development or formulating
recommendationso They have taken part in the implementation
of several concrcte measures in order to provide a solution.

In 1948, the General Assembly approved an important
Resolntienl Ne.‘200, which created the sefviees of Technical -
Assistance for Economic-Developmont After an existence of.
little more than a year, thlo already has a budget of a million
dollars. The Latln American countrles have benefited considerably
under this programme. In 1948 a mission was.sent to Haiti
composed of'expefts from the éecretariat .of the United Nations
and the Speciellzed Agbn01es who made a complete ec0nom1c
survey of thec countrJ, anothbx mission has now been sent to
study land utlllzatlon and fisheries,

M1551ons havc been sent o Ecuador to study plans to
modernize’ admmnlstratlon, publlc finance, Customs, census, etc.;
and to Chllc, where economlsts of hlgh intecrnational- repute
have studied +be nrﬂbTPms of financing the development plans

e

/in relation
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T,in;pelgpignhpo:phe,f;nqgg;aiﬁapq?qommggéial pqlic§ necessary

to facilitate, and at the same time ensurg, the economic stability
of the country. .In Bélivia»thirtgep:experts, from elevgn
countries and.headed by the.Under-Secretary of Resources and
LDevelopmgnt:in.Qanadg,,stud;equgoblems.ofafisgal_admig;stratioﬁ,
public. finance, taxation, transport and communications, the.
utilization of electric power, .goil aﬁalysis, irrigation,
_trqpicaltcrOps,.educaqgon!4lapopr_legislation, ete. It is one

of the most complete and competent internatioﬁal missions which
have ever'assisced,a,QoK@pnmént;,;.

'dether Latin American. countries have received smaller missions

and. during 1949 and 1950 the United Nations have financed about

a hundred .scholarships for Latin Americans to study or Qrain
abroad,.in activities. connected with economic development.

- Following Op.the“initiapivgquzPQing Four, the.Unipgd‘
.Natiens have drawn up’the.Expgpded-Techgical hssistance Plan,L
which will be.carried out by the Secretary Qenexal'and'cgrpain
Specinlized.Agencies, including FAO, UNESCO, IROQ, ILO, WHO and
ICAQ, . This;plan will covgr general economy, health, education,
science, cultural.relations, labour, -etc. It will consider the
necessity for commgn and central action in:cénnecfion with the
different problems which affect economic development; ipS,acope
will be dgterm%ngdlig a few days when the seventyfthregfcdunﬂries
sumnoned to the Teehnic: Assistance Conference decide.on the
amount .of tbgi;.cqntpibutions, I am confident that for the
first year the budget will.be over twenty million dollars.

/For nearly
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participate in tﬁeximplementétion of ﬁeasures c¢f common interest
to Latin America and other continents.

: ECLA has devoted heaflj twévyeérs to- the greater part of an

economic ‘survey of Latin America, which has never been attemptéd
ébefore. It has carried out a task to some extent outside the |

specific functions which I have just mentioned. It was esséntial
to do so, however, since it was impossible éo take any concrete-
meaéures without.éome knowiedge of eéxisting conditions, considered
under the same criterion and with a view to the developmeﬁp'of
~the whole region. I am cohfident thap.the members of the

commission will be able to enter this field.. They have_én _
.excellent foundation in the studies prepared by the Secretafiat,
“which I consider to be amongst those of highest quality which |

I have seen in the United'Nations or other international bodies.
Furthermore, I have no doubt that they can count with the support

of the higher organizations of the United Nations for any | |
reasonable measure;. This support has already been given
unreservedly by the Council and General Assembly, where the
Commission's resolutions were approved, the necessary funds

voted to carry them out and the excellent pefformance of its
mission was,cpmmended.- | |

In ECLA the Latin Aherican countries have a magnificent

instrument of economié progress which is and remains_én expressio:
of the conviction of solidarity of all the céuntries of ihe
United Natioﬁs. T am cohvinced that the economic development of

/Latin America
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Fbrinéarly a year now the Economic and Social Council hasw
been considering the recommendations whiph could be made
codcefning measures 6f both a national and international
character to finance the econOmic;development of the undevgloped'
areas. Theée.rermmendétions will no doubt be made by the
Céuncil at its next-Session in July, at Geneva.,

'This vast action developed by the,UnitedANapiQns, especially
the EéohOmicfand Sociﬁl COunci}; must be completed in Latin‘
America:by ECLA, as an intcgral part of the efficient technical
machinery of the organization. Thig_is a great résponSibility,
since the deficiency ef a component of this structuré will affect
the whole.

ECLA was not created to compete wiphAany other organization
of the inter-American regional system, or to fulfill functions
Which’these or others might carry out. It was established in‘
order to contribute to the great work of world economic
cooperation which the United Nations must- carry cut under the
terms of the Charter; to study aﬁd»propose solutions forAQur
countries in coordination .with cther regions and with their
. c00perétion;‘to contribute to the econqmié development of Latin
America harmoniouslf coordinated with that.of other regions,
always béaring in mind worldfeconomic stability; in order that,
ﬁhrough its information and suggestions, the Economic and Social
Council can take into account the interests of the regién when
formulating recommendations cf a general nature; and ﬁo

/participate in -
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Latin America and its sobial and economic progréss can only
become effective if its problems are considered apLa,regional
level and bearing in mind the interests of"wéria economy. The
final success of this organization, as'always in international
cooﬁeration, depends in the laét‘resort on the countries which
form it. The usé of this instrument in the way which will
yield the greatest benefit is an obligation of fhe governments
towards their own countries and the rest of the world. .

The Commission can only achieve worthwhile résul§§ for the
future of the countries and the continent with the help of
constructive coopération on the part of tﬁe governﬁents in the
planning of the measures it proposes to carry out. Only with
their unreserved support in the execution of the recommendations
can this bddy of infernational cooperation fulfill the function

entrusted to it by these countries.



