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Mr, SWENSOR Deputy Director,
Economie Commission
for Latin America

Mr, SANTA CRUZ Seeretary of the Committes

GONSIDERATION OF THE GOMMIS:ZION'S PROGRAMME QF WCRK FOR
1957--58 {Conference Room Paper Ho, 55)

At the request of the CHAIRMAN, Mz, SANTA URUZ (Secretary

of the Committee) read out a statement which Dr. Prebisch had
made in the Working Group concerning the critcoria adopitcd by
the Commission for the revision of its work programme in which
he had gaid in effcet that the studics to be carricd out had
not been chosen per ge but as an aid to economic devolopmenta

The programme of work was aporoved unanimously.

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON BUILDING FOR THE UNITED NATIONS IN CHILE
APPaOVED BY THL WOAKING GROUP (Confercnce Room Paper No. 59)

Mr, ARIOSTC GONZALEZ (Uruguay) enthusiastically supported

the draft resolution and cxpresscd the hope that it would be
implemcnted as socon as possibloa

The draft resclution wns approvceda

The CHAIRMAN proposed thet a Cornmittce, made up of the
representatives of Brazil, Chilce, Ecuador, Moxice, Uruguay
and Venezuela, should be¢ sct up to study the ways and means
of implencnting the resclution,

It wng so decided,

DRAFT RESOLUTION COHTAINTIHG RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE
ECONOMIC 4ND SOCIAL COUNCIL CONCERNING THE ADMISSION
OF SPAIN TO MEMBERSUIP IN THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR
LATIN AMERICA (Confercnce Room Papcr No. 58)

The CHAIRMAN ealled apon the Comnittce to consider a

draft rcsolution, submitted by the delgations of Bolivism,
Chile, Costa Riea, El Salvador, Honduras, Pnnana, Paraguoy,

/Peru and
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Poru and Vencszucla, reconmending thnt the Economic and Soeianl
Council should consider the possibility of admitting Spain to
nenbersiip of ECLA,

Mr. GINEBRA (Dominican Rcpublic) said thot, with the ap-

provgl of the sponsors of the drafi resolution, he would like
to associate himself with them as co-sponsor.

Mr, GAMBOA (Cuba) supported the draft resolution.

At the request of the CHiIRMAN, Mr, SANTL CRUZ (Sccretary

of the Committcee read out 2 letter from the NHicaoraguan Govern-—
nent supporting the draft resnlution,

Mr, TORRES GAITAN (Mexico) snid he opposcd the draft roso-

lution. ECLA, likc the other econonmic counissicns, was a
gtrictly regional boday anéd Fronce, thce Netherlands and United
Kingdom were represcnted on it because they had territory in
Latin dnerica. Thoe adnmissicn of Sprin, on the other hand,

would cnll for a change in the structurc of the Connission and
would creante a bad precedent in respecet of possible applications
fron other EBuropean and Asiﬁn countrics,

Mr, ARIOSTO GOHZALEZ (Uruguay) said that rclations between

Uruguay and Spain were both diplematically and eccononiceally
satisfactory. However, the dr;ft rcsoluticn that had becn put
forward did not appear on tho Commission's agenda, =2nd under
rule 10 of the rules of procedure o new item could not be
added unless the relevont reports, studies and docunents were
subnitted thirty days in advance or unless threa-quariers of
the members attendihg the session ihsisted on its discussion.

/A further
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A further point that should be borne in mind was that
delegations had received instructions on economic matiers, and
not on political questions., Iloreover, the addition of Spain,
ags the Hemilecan representative had said, 'would have the effect
of changing the structure of ECLA., Under paragraph 3 of the
terms of reference of ECLA membership of the Commission was
cpen to Members of the United FNations in North, Central and
South dmerica and in tic Caribbean arca, aand te France, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom, Now there was a suggestion
to include another State which had no geographical connexion
with the area, It would bte mogt unfortunate if ECLA were to
develop into a viniature United Nations, with =211 the rosultant
pressures and problcems,

At the roquest of Mr. ARIOSTO GONZALEZ (Uruguay),

Mr, SANTA CRUZ {Scerectary of thc Committee) reand out the rules

of procedurc dealing with the Commission!s agenda.

The CHAIRMAN expressed the view that rule 10 was binding

only when it was o quostion of introducing new documentation,.

Mr, TORRES GAITaN ({(Mcxico) disagreed with that vicw. The

draft recsolution, if adopitcd, would have the effect of radical-
ly changing the structurc of ECLA; accordingly, its approval
would require a thrcee~guartcrs majority.

The CHATIRMAN put to the vote the question whether the

dreft resolution could be approvoed by a simple majority vote.

It was docided by 12 votes to 2, with 5 abstentions,

that the draft resolubicn could be approved by a simple

/maicrity vote,
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maiority votce.

Mr, ZIJDERVELD (Wctherlénds), Mr, RANDALL (United States

of America)}, Mr. HENDERSON (United Kingdom) and Mr. MELGAR

LARRIEU (Guatemala) said that as they had had no instructions
from thelr Governments on the question of the zdmission of
Spain to ECLA, they would bc obliged to abstaian in the vote
on the draft resolution,

Mro POUSSARD (France} ssgociated himself with the previous

speakers, and proposed that consideration of tho draft resolution
should be postponed.

Mr, TORRES GAITAN (Mexico) again drew attention to the

dangerous precedent that the admisgion of Spain to the Commission
would create, In addition to tho argument he had advanced con-
cerning the regional character of the Commission, and to the
considerations expressed by the previous specakers, it should

also be pointed out that the preamble fo the draft resolution

was cxtremely weak and unconvineing. He thercefore supported

the views expressed by the French reproscntative and urged the
sponsors of the draft resolution to withdraw it.

The CHAIRMAN put to the vote the Fronch propcsal that

consideration of the guostion should be postponed.

The French provosal was rejected by 12 votes to 2 with

5 abstuntions,

Mr, TORRES GAITAH (Mcxico) emphasized that thoe Commission

had met to discugs scrious ceonomie problems and not to cone
gider unexpectod proposals sprung upon it at the vory last

/momente An
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moment, An attempt was being made by a minority of the total
membership of the Commission to alter its statutes by unfair

and i1llegal means,

Mr. ARIOSTO GONZALEZ (Uruguay) said it was clear that

the agenda could not be changed at the very last minute in such
a cavalier fashion, Under the rules of procedure any roéolu-
tion adopted on an item which had not been previocusly includcd
in thc agenda by a threc—fourths mojority would be 1llegal and
invalid.

Mr, TORRES GAITAN {(Mcxico) associntcd himself with the

views exprcesscd by the Urugvayan roprescantative: o three-fourths
majority was clearly rcgquired in order to include the itom under
consideration in the agenda and the decision takern by a provious
vote to consider the question was therefore invalide.

Mr, RANDALL {(United Stutcs of Ameriea) drew nttention to

the fact that an importaant guustion had been raised at the last
moment, so thaot many delegations were without any instructions
vhotever from their Governments. In the eircumstanccs, he
wondercd whother any docision reached by fhe Committee would
really reprosent the considercd opinion of many delegations,
There was consgiderable doubt aboul tho advisability cof forcing
the issue in those conditions

~The GHAIRMAN propesed thot the Committec should recess to

cnable the heads of dolcegations to digeuss the question in
private,

It was so ngrced,

/The pecting
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The necting was susponded at 11,40 2,0, and resuned in

private at 12 noon,

The neobing rose at 2,15 Dalla




