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GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. TORRES GAITAN (Mexico) reviewed the ecconomic situation
of Mexico during 1956. He pointed out that, in the period
1955-56, the production of goods and services had increased at
twide the rate of the growth of populatiocn, in spite of the
unfavourable effects of weathur conditicns and the United
States cotton surplus disposal policy. He thougﬁt that ECLA'g
study on c¢xternal discguiiibria in rglation to Mexicé’s gconomic
development constituted a good cxample of how therGommission
could contribute to the solution of Latin America's most
pressing cconomic problems.l/

Mr. BERMUDEZ (Intcr-Amcrican Economic and Social Council)
stated that, in the light of present Luropcan trunds towards
the integration of national economies, the ﬁost import@nt
matters to be considered by the Commission at the sevinth session
wecre the expansgsiocn of inter-Latin American tfade, the establish-
ment of a common market and thé ércatibﬁ of an industrial
integration System.g/

Mr. EZEKIEL (Food and Agriculturc Organization) said that
gince the gsixth segsion pregress had becen made in Lotin America

along the lines of a scleetive expansion of agriculitural

;/ For the full text of Mr, Torres Gaitan's statement sec
Information Document N© 7.

2/ For the full text of Mr. Bermudcs' statement sce Information
Document Ne &,

/production. and
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production and further development of the livestock scetor,.
He described the work carried out by FAO in co-opuration w1th/
ECLA on agricultural roscarch and development in the region.3
Mr. DEL CANTO (International Monctary Fund) snid thot the
financial opeurntions of the Fund in Latin Amcrica during the .
last six months of 1956 had boen 'in the form of loans to cover
temborary balance of paymunts difficultics oand to finance
monctiry stabilization prograames. Equally important. were the
consultative aspects of its work, which concontTAtvd mainly on
balance of paymonts probilems and the monctary, credit and fiscal
situation, The Fund found LECLA's activities in that ficld of
gfcaﬁ value and it was particularly intoercsted in the work of
4/
the Trade Committce.

The nmeeting ross ot 4.35 p.n.

/ For the full text of Mr. EZLKlblIS ptltunvnt seo Inforiﬁtlon
Docuncnt N° 9, .
4/ For the full toxt of Mr. Dol Canto‘s statencnt scc Inform-
ation Document K@ 10,



