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PROGUAMME OF WORK IN SCIEIICE AND TECddOLOGY
FOX 1930 TO 1233

l. In recognition of its mandate in the Uaited Nations, and in response

to the restructuring exercise being undertaken in tne new Department of

International Econoamic and Social Affairs.-(IESA), tae Department has

established as one of its-objectives for tne 1980's tne planning, management,

and coordination of the United Nations system in the economic and social

sectors in ordei to ensure tane ‘optium and integrated application of

system-wide capavilities to meet the priority zequirements of Member

States". (para. 4, Report of tae Ad Hoc Task Force on Priorities of the

Department of Economic and Social Affairs for tae 1930!s).

2, In ovder for IESA to undertake tais central managemeat role, the

Se¢retary General has established that tae Department ‘has the responsapility:
a) To undectake iaterdisciplinary research and analysis, drawing . as

necessary upon all relevaant parts of the United Wations system, indluding

the preparation of global economic and social surveys and projections to

assist the Geneval Assemvly aad tae Econoaic and Social Council;

/b) To undertake
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b) To undertake intersectoral analyses and syntheses of developbent'
issues in close collaboration with other organizations of the United
Hations system, and to prepare approprxate recommendations for consideration
by the General Assembly and the Eccnomic and Social Council;

¢) To assist, as required, jointly with all parts of the United
" Nations system involved in operational activities, the Economic and auvial
Council in carrying out comprehensive policy reviews of operational ac*i-
vities throughout the United Nations system;

d} To undertake cross-sectoral anslysis of progremmes and placs in
tixe z2conomic and social sectors with a view to mobillzlng end lntev“ ting,
at the planning and programming stages, the inputs and expertisa of the
United Nations system;

e; To function as the focal point for the development at the inter-
secretariat level of wcopersative and joint planning of pregramme astivities
vwith a view to system-wide medium-term planning;
£, To maintain liasison with regional commissions and ncn-governrental
organizaticns, o
3. T carry out these functions, and as requested éy Gehéral Assembly
resolution A/32/197, on Restructuring of the economic and social esectors ‘
of the United Nations sfstém, the Department of Interhational Economic and
Social Affairs must rely heavily on inputs from the regional comissions and
on thair “more effective interregional gooperation ..." (para. 25). It is
clear from the Secretary -General's Report on Strengthenlng of the regional
commissions for regional and interregional cooperation. (E/5998) that
considerable efforts toward interregional éOOperation and cooxdination
have already been made; for example: several joint programmes have been
designed by the regional commissions, and a numbér of joint meetihgs among
the commissicns have been authorized. In addition, Ehe Economic Commission
for Africa has established a special unit responsible for economic cocperation,
cooperation, and Resolution 363 (XVIII) of the Economic Commisszion for
Latin America requested the Execufive Secretary to establish within the
Secretariat a special unit to promote economic and technicel cauyeraiion
among developing countries., And, although the resolutions adopzed by the
Economic Cormissions for Western Asia and Asia and the Pacific en ihe
subject do not call for the establishment of such special units, they did

request that existing staff resources be strengthened.
/4. However
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4, However much progress has been made toward coordinating the programmes
of the regional commissions, however, no inter-secretariat body has been
specifically created to gvsacdinate the science and technology programmes
of the commissions. For this purpose, the Advisory Committee on the
Application of Science and Technology for Development was established by
ECOSOC res, 980 (XXXVI) in 1963:

a) To keep under review progress in the application of science and
technology and propose to the Council practical measures for such application
for the benefit of the less developed areas;

b) To review, in close coopexation with the Administrative
Committee on Cooydination, the scientific and technological programmes
and activities of the United Nations and related agencies and propose to
the Council measures for their improvement, including the establishment
of priorities and the elimination of duplication;

¢) To consider specific questions referred to it by the Council, or
by the Seéretary-General, or by the executive heads of the specialized
agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency;

d) To study and to advise the Council as to the need for making
changes of organization or other arrangements which would advance the
application of science and technology for the benefit of developing
countries; ... {(para. 4).

5. Consequently, it is suggested that, in discussing agenda item five,
regarding the programme of work in science and technmology for 1980 to 1983,
the regional commission take advantage of the coordination role provided
by the Advisory Committee. This should facilitate the alignment of the
programmes of work among all five regional commissions and between the
regional commissions and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs.






