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Part I

F

CRGANIZATION OF WORK

Eégce and Dgte

1. The Fix st Conference of Ministers and Heads of Planning of
Latin Amerlca, sponsored and organlzed by the Economic Commission
for Latin America/Latin American Institute for Economic and Social
Planning (CEPAL/ILPES) and the Central ﬁureaﬁ for-Co-ordinatiop and
Planning of the Presidency of the Repubiid'cf-Venézuela (CORDIPLAN),
was held in Caracas frem 13 to 16 April 1977 at the Head Office of
the Central Bank of‘Vehezﬁela. o ‘

Attendance

2 Representatives of the'fbllowing Lztin American countries
attended the meeting: Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Colombia, Coste Rica, Cuba, the Dominican llepublic, Ecuador,

El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, liexico, Nicaragua, Panama,
Paraguay, Peru, Surinem, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay and
Venezuela (for complete list of participants see Annex 1)

3. The United Mations Development Programme (ONDP) and the
United Hations Centre for Development Plannzng, Progrgmmlng and

Policies (CDPPP) were represented at the Conference.

Opening Meeting

L, The opening ceremony was held on. the morning of 13 April in
the Auditorium of the Central Bank of Venezuela, and was honoured

by the presence of His Excellency Mr. Carlos Andres Pgrez, President
of the Republic of Venesuela, who delivered the opening address.

In his speech, the President emphasized the importance of the

Conference, expressed strong support for ILPES, and indicatéd the
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desirability of institutionalizing the Conference of Planning
Ministers. He also referred in a detailed and comprehensive

manner to several problems affecting the planning processeé

of many Latin Americazn countries. Hé made special reference,
inter alia, to the concepts of planning and democracy; planning
and economic integration; the New International Economic Order

and the relations between the Third World and the industrialized
countries; the problem of capital accumulation for development

and income distribution; and social development problems,
especially those related to nutrition, health and education.

e Statements were also made at the opening ceremony by

Mr. Enrique V, Iglesiag, Executive Secretary of. CEPAL, vho described
the background of the meeting and referred to the problems of
planning in Latin America, and HMr. Nicolis Ardito Barletta;
Minister of Planning and Economic Policy of the Republic of Panama,
who spoke on behclf of the participating delegatlons (for complete

text of openlng adresses see Aunex 2)
-Zﬂzl_@s_’c_i.op_@.f.ﬁ?iisszﬁ

6. At the mesting of Heads of Delegations held om 13 April,

the following Officers were elected: |
Chairman: . Lorenzo Aszrua Marthret (Venezuelc)
First Vice~Chairman: . Jorge Chivez Quelopana (Peru)
Second Vice~Chairman: Roberto thco Duarte (El Salnadorjr.

Repporteur: Fabio Herrera-Ilos (Dominican Republic)
Agenda
7 At the seme meetlng, the following agenda was adopted
Te Onenlng addresses,
2. Blection of Officers.

Adoption of the zgenda.

Kol WY}
L

Organization of work.
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5. First plenary meeting: "Growth, control of inflation and
policies in response to the world crisis'’ - presented by
Brazil. o

6. Second plenary meeting: “éhérfiaﬂd medium~term policies
for the utlllﬁatlon of exceptlonal balance of»payments
resources™ - presented by Ecuador.'

7. Third plenary meeting: Experlences in socizl develonment"

- presented by Chile, Colombla and Peru.

0. Fourth plenary meeting: 'Eﬁperlences in rewlonal and urban
development® - presented by Venezuela. ‘

9. Fifth plenory meeting: “Intitutionslization of the
Conference =nd Worlk Prngamme of ILPESY. |

10. Conclusions, recommendations and adoption of the Final

Report.
" Dogumentation
8. The participants had before them as the basis for their

discussions an abundant series of documents presented by participating
delegations (see list of documents in Annex 3).

Adoption of the Report

9. At the final meeting, the particinants adopted the agreements
and recommendations of the Conference and the Report of the
Rapporteur. With regard to the place of the next Conference, the
perticinating delegations accepted with satisfaction the offer

nade by the representative of Peru that the meeting, scheduled

for May or June 1978, should be held in Lima.
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Closing Meeting

10. At the closing meetiﬂg, statements vere made by

Mr. Lorenzo A"pﬁrua Marturet, Hesd of CORDIPLAN and Chairman

of the Conference,.by lr. Nicolés Ard1to Barletta, Minister of
Plannlng and Economic Policy of Panama ond Chairman of the
Technical Committee of ILPES, and by Mr. Enrique V. Igles;as,
Executive Secretary of CEPAL, All the éﬁe;kers apreed that the
Conference had been extremely valuable in strengthenlng

Latin American co~0perat10n.
Technical Sub-Committee of ILPES

1.  The heads of delegations decide& that the Technical
Sub-Committee of ILPES should meet simﬁlfaneously with the Conference,
under the chairmanship of the Hinister of Planning and Economic
Policy of Panama, to expedite the work on the institutionalization

of the Conference and the Programme of Work of ILPES.

/Part IT
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- Part. I
SUMMARY OF THE DEBATES:

?20“ The debates toak place in plenary meetings and had as their
basis the papers presentéd by the varicus:dglégatibﬁs bn.subjects
related with the agenda of the Conferénce and circulated prior to
the meeting. Various cnunt:ies also-presented”dochments dgaling

with the manner in which their planning sjstems were organiged.

1. Growth, Control of Inflation and Policies
in Response to the World Crisis

15.._ At the first meeting'the delegation of Brazillprésented a
paper titled “Growth, Control of Inflafibn-and Policies in Résponse
to the World Crisis". This stressed the gradualist nature and the
neo-cap}taiisﬁ basis of the Brazilian gtrategy carried out since
1964 ; the objectives of the strétégy; the results achieved, and

the prospects for the coming yeafs."Within this ééntext, sﬁecial
attention was given to the=enefgy crisis'and the particular manner

" in which it affected the Brazilian economy, the industrial strategy,
the expansion of the:infréestructﬁre; and regional rural and social
development., | ' | | '
14.  In the course of the discussions one delegation stressed the
importance cf-co-ordinafing general development strategy with short-
term economic policies. Thié intervention gave rise to an exchaﬁgé
¢f experiences concernxng the measures and actions employed in various
countries of the reglon.‘

15. Bra211 & antl-lnflatlonary pollcy was the subaect of special
interest on the part of several delegatlons° The review of the
plann;gg.process;.lntegrated development with special -emphasis on
socialldevelopment; the co-ordination of planning and financing
programmes; agrarian developmént; préjecf'finéncing and other matters
were élso discussed py various delegations, and this gave rise to

additional comments by the Brazilian delegation on these subjects.

/2. Medium and



2. Medium and Short-term Policies for the Utilization
of Extraordinary Balance-of-payments Resources

16. At the second plenary meeting the délegation of Ecuador presented
his country's experience in the utilization of extraordinary balance-
of-pajﬁents resources.‘ After éxplaining the7tasks pqpfofmed in the
field of economic and social planning, he indicated fhe pblicies
adopted to achieve the transformation of the financial-reéources
derived from the bigger 0il revenues into_:egl_resouféeslfor development.
He said that one of the main obstacles impeding achievement of this
objective was the“}ack of suitable prdjeqtéi A pre~investment fund
(FONAPRE) had therefore been created“follbWed‘by'a national development
fund (FONADE). - He also indicated that the policy applied must take
into accbunt the‘special situation of the cduntfy, aﬁove all the
complex social situation resultlng from centurles of backwardness

and stagnation. For these reasons, agrarlan reform and 1ntegrated
rural development were strateglc elements within the strategy for

the utilization of financial surpluses.

17. Varlous delegations requested further explanatlon of some of

‘the pOlntB made by the delegatlon of Ecuador, such as the operatlonal
aspects of the management of extraordinary resources, the 5001&1 and
regional problems and the inflationary effects resultlng from the
bigger financial surpluses, and the operation of the spec1al funds.

18. A full discussion took place on the subject of possible conflicts
between the objecfives of economic growth, income aistribution and
employment. There was consensus that the utilizgtion qf petrdleum
resources was less coﬁplex,'since these were éhéﬁnelled through the:
State, whereas when the surpluses came from the private.sector, as

in the case of coffee and other agricultural products, it was necessary
to apply more Sophlstlc&ted policies in order to achieve optlmum
utlllzatlon of the additional financial resourCes.' These points

gave rise to explanatory comments by the delegatlon of Ecuador.

/3. Exveriences in




3., DExperiences in Social Developnent

19. © At the third plenary meeting, éﬁalyses of experiencesﬂin social
development were presented by Chile, Colombia and Peru. ' |
20. In his statement, the representative of Chile discussed the
objectives of his country's social development strategy, which
emphasizes matters related to human resources and the problems of
education, training and efficient utilization of such resources;
health and nutritionj housing, and social development in rural areas.
He indicated that-the strategy took as its starting point the recognition
of the previous inefficient utilization of resources in the social
field and put forward new instruments designed to achieve betfér
utilization of those resources, especlally in rural areas, since most
of the persons living in condltlons of extreme poverty in Chlle were
in those areas.

27, The members of the Cbldmbian delegatioh commented on the documents
presented to the meetihg'on the Colomﬁian National Food and Nutrition
Plan, emphasizing matters related to the produdfion of food and its
promotlon, the reorganlzatxon of the marketing system, " the national
programme of nutrltlonal educatlon, the programme of food subsidies
and the distribution of food couponé. Flnally, he analysed the
‘1nstruments for the evaluatlon and control of the Plan.

22. The representative ‘of Peru explained the basic obqectives of
the Géﬁernment's plan for the social sector; the need to minimize
social ineqﬁalities and create a participating and‘respbnsihle"
society. He analysed the principal instruments wtilized in Peru

for the achievement of these objectives, among them the Educational
Reform Programme,_the System of Co-operative Ownership and the
Programme of Agrarian Reform. ' A A

é3o In_the debate that followed these presentationég several
delegates pointed out the difficulties which existed in trying to
make the objecfives-of social development consistent with economic

growth and to design instruments that can transfer the benefits

/of social



of social policies to the more desadvantaged groups. Several actual
examples were mentioned to 1llustrate the problem. The three delegations
which presented the papers replied at length “to the questlons raised

by the part1c1pants.

4, ZExperiences in Regional and Urban Development

24,  The representativé'of Venezuelé, who wds responsible for speaking
on this subject, began Bj'analysing the serious regional inequalities
existing, and partigulérly the effects of economic concentration.

He examined the process of regional planning in his ¢ountry, explaining
how the new régiénal gystem modifies the pre-existing regional
boundaries, and stressed particularly the problems of urban and local
deveiopment and the developmént of frontier areas. He concluded his
presentation with a reference to fhe preéent problems, emphasizing

that the spatial structure of Venezuelan development must be oriented
more in the future towards the interior of the country. -
25. This subject was discussed during a visit, at the invitation of
the Government of Venezuela. to the Guayana region where delegates

saw at. first hand the process of reglonal development in operation.
Various delegations added their comments, citing the experiences of
their réSpective countries,land this gave rise to a fruitful exchange
of opinions,‘which confinued at the venue of the Conference in’
Caracas. Several delegations referred to their own experience in

the field of régional and urban development, and the'delégations

of Chlle, Argentlna, Cuba and Uruguay made more detailed statements

in this respect.

26. . In the course of the plenary meetings scheduled in the agenda,
several delegatlons_commented on the documents presented at the
Conference and their experience in the development of planning in
their own countriés, the present form of organization of such planning,
and the results obtained. These statements, ih'turn, gave rise to

_comments by other delegations on their own experience.

- /5. Institutionalization of




5. Institutionalization of the Conference and
Programme of Work of ILPES

27. The Conference dealt with this question at its final meeting,

on the basis of the results obtained from the work of the ILPES
Teshnical Sub-Committee and the information.supplie& by the Technical
Secretariat. Mr. Nicolés Ardito Batletta, Chairman of the Technical
Committee, was résponsihle for intreducing the.item, and submitted

for consideration by the partitipéntsra draft recommendation presented
by the delegations'of Argentinz, Bolivia, Chile, Colambia,,Cbsta Rica,
Mexico, Panama, Peru and the Dominican Republlc° Nr., Ardito Barletta's
1ntroduct10n and the draft recommendatlon gave rise to a fruitful
exchange of ideas and suggestlons whlch were 1ncorporated in the

text of the recommendation. _

28. The delegatlons adopted the agreements and recommendatmons
included in Part IIT of this report.

29, At the request of some delegatlons, Mr. Gabriel Valdés, Deputy
Administrator of UNDP ang Regional Director for Latin America, furnished
information on the nature of the co-operation given to ILPES and
repeated that it was UNDP‘S intention to continue. to co~operate

with the Institute together with the governments of the countries

of Latln Amerlca, stressing the 1mportance for UNDP of support from

the countries for its projects.

/Part III
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‘Part TIT 7.
AGREEMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

30. The Conference of Mlnlsters and Heads of Planning of Latin
America, at its first meetlng, held in- Caracas from 1% to 16~ Aprll
1977, after studylng ‘the various aspects of the creation-of a
System of Co-operation and Co-ordination among Planning Bodies of
the Latin Amerlqan Reglon, adopted the-follow1ng apreements and
recommendations: ' o ' - o

1. C}égjégp of the'System:

The Conference stressed‘once'again‘thevimportance of the
role played by planning in the develbpmeﬁt efforts of the
Latin American Region and the need for it to go beyond the
natlon%l sphere, and link up with other countrles with a
v1ew to promoting regional co- cperatlon to achzeve a more
dynamic and integrated economic and social development.

The Conference théfefore agreed to set‘up nachinery to be
known as the System of Co- ordlnatlon and Co- operatlon anong

Planning Bodies of Latin Amerlca.

2e Obgectlves and functions of the System

' The mein objectives of the SystemAshall be to serve as a
forum for the planning bodies of the countries of Latin
America, to bring zbout better knowledge and closer links
among them, to promote and carry out exchanges of national
experience in economic and social planning and to establish
ways of iaplenenting joint action fto promete, through
planning, suitable machinery in order to strengthen
co-operation among the countries of the region. In order
properly to fulfil this objective, the System shall have
the fellowing functions, inter alia:
(2) To promote the exchange of develcopment experience, plans,

programnes and projects, legislation and orgsnization

/for planning
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for planning and, in-géneral, 'disseminate the work
-produced by the plannlng bodies of lnterest to the
System;

" (b) To carry out a continuous analysis of progress in

3.

" planning and the obstacles to it;

(¢c) To promote joint progfaﬁming efforts at the regional,
sub-regional and.couhtrylgrbup levels so as to
strengthen the Latin American integration process;

(d) To identify joint action which nay be incorporated in

- nationcl developmént plans and progrommes to the
benefit of the region 1sla whole,rbr groups of
countries, with a view to strengthenlng regional
integration and co-operation; ,

{e) To promote the exchange. of technical experts among
planning bodies, and the 1mn1=mentat10n of joint
projects anonﬂ countrles, _

(£) To promote the exchange of 1nformat10n and joint action
with other bodies of the reglon connected with planning
and developnent, as well as out51de the reglona

Bodies of the System

The. System shall have three main bodies: thelConference,
the Zxecutive Comnittee and the Technical Secretariat.

The System will also include the subregional groups and
subsystems which group Planniﬁg Ministries and Offices for
the purposes of co-operation and consultation, such as the
Committee of Flanning Officials set up by the Caribbean
Development and Co-operation Committee, the Meeting of
Ministers and Heads of Planning of‘Central America and

Panama, and the Consultative Meeting of Ministers of

. Plannlng of the Andean Groupo

{a) The Conference

The Conference, composéd of the Ministers and Heads of

Planning of Latin America, which shall meet once a year

/and whenever
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and whenever neéesgary,;shall-be the decision-making
body of the System. The Conference shall decide on

its agenda, deal wilt the definition of joint action
for,regionallco-opefation, and the exchange of national
technical éxperts, determipe the tasks to be performed
by the Technicnl Secretariat end evaluate the activities
carried out by the latter. | | .

At every_annﬁal ﬁeeting.the,Conference shall devote
one meetiné to appraising,rqrienting and adopting the
ILPES work programme. Likewise, at that same session
the Conference of Ministers shall adopt the ILPES

budget. ;wOrld and regional bodies may be invited as

observers to future conferences.

The Executive Committee

The Ixecutive Committee shall be composed of the
officers of the Conference and shall replace the
present ILPES Technical Sub-Committee in its duties

as of the next Conference of Ministers. In this

- capacity it shall sunervise the implementation of the

(c)

Conference's agreenments, study the‘ILPES vork programmes
and submit a report on these guestions to the Conference;
it may invite to its meetings the Executive Secretary

of CLPAL, the Director of ILPES and thé Deputy
Adninistrator of UNDP and Regional Director for Latin
America. |

The Technicel Secretariat

- The Conference agrees to rccommend to CEPAL that a

mandate should be given_tb ILPES to become the Technical
Secretariat of the Conference, without prejudice to its
activities in the field of training, research and
advisory services. As Technical Secretariat the

Institute will assist governments in carrying out the

/activities mentioned
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activities mentioned in point 2, besides fulfilling

the specific mandates emanating from the Conference.

L. Strengthening of ILPES and programme of work

(a)

(b)

The Conference reiterates -that the work carried out by

ILPES has furnished effective support to the governments

‘of many countries of Létin America in their efforts to

organize machinery for planning, the preparation of
developﬁent plans and strategies, research and the
training of personnel;

The Conference has considered the programme of work
submittedﬂby,ILPES for 1977 and recommends: (i) that in
the field of training greater priority should be given
to national coursés, by supporting and promoting the
efforts of each country in this field, and that the
Basic Course in Planni#g_and.Economic Policy should be
given alternatély in the different countries of the
region; (ii) in the case of ad#isory.services, more
intensive use should bte made of horizonfél co-operation
than in the past, aﬁd_eSpeciallx the exchange of

professionals among the planning ministries and

" offices; (iii) in research, greater priority should

‘ {c)

(a)

be given to the studies of groups of countries,

particularly the relatively less developed countries

and regions;

The above-mentibﬁed training, research,'and advisory
activities which should be closely iﬁtérrelated° In
the provision of advisory services, a strict criterion
of seleciivity shall be followed;

The Conference recommends that a definite effort should
be made to co-ordinate ILPES programming with the
similar programmes'of UNDP and CEPAL, so as to avoid

an unnecessary and wasteiul duplication of effort.

/5. Financing
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5. Financing of ILPES

(a)

(b)

"¢}

(a)

(e)

(£)

In order that ILPES may fulfll its duties as Technical
Secretariat, as well as its primary functions, it must
be given a certain minimum staff and the necessary

resourcegs for its operations. The Conference recommends

'that the Dlrector of the Instltute should submit to the

_governments, before the end of the-year, a budget for

programmes in the order of US§2 200 000 for the year
1978;
The Conference agrees to request that UNDP should

continue to furnish the greatest possible financial

support to ILPES;

The Conference agrees to ask the uxecutlve Secretary

of CEPAL to request, at its Guatemala Session, that

the tempprary budgetary assistance adopted by the
General Assemblyhat:ifs.fhirty-first seésipn should
become permanent and'be iﬁéreased‘from ﬁanﬁary 19783
Tﬁe Conference recommends that a suitable proportion of

the United Nations funds intended for planning should

be channelled through ILPES

In order to make up the sum mentioned in paragraph (a)
above, the countries have recognized the need to make

a collective effort to contribute a minimum of 600 000
dollars annually. This contribution may be made by |
each country in the following ways: (i) direct budgetary
contributions; (ii) contribution of a percentage of the
indicative figure of the UNDP national programme;

(iii) fﬁnds for general expenseslof the'execution of

technical assistance agreements; (iv) contributions of

‘man/months financed by each country;

In order that ILPES may carry out its programme of

activities for 1977, the Conference agrees to reguest

/that countries
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that countries should hasten their decisions in
connexion with the_abové‘paragyaph (e);

It also requests the Techhical Sub-Committee of ILPES
to meet at a suitable time to analyse and support the
formulas for the solution of the financial problems
for the second-half of 1977. It also'agrees to ask
UNDP to provide the greatest possible co-operation in
this transition periocd@ for the Institute.

AAnnex 1
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Armex 1

LIST OF PARTICIRANTS

ARGENTINA
DUCLER, Aldo luis

FERREIRA, Mamuel
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RIABCI, Jorge B.
BARBADOS

WATSON, Karl Stewart

BOLIVIA
GARCIA, Enrique
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KRAUSE, Roberto
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- BIEHL, John

Vice Minister of Planning

Adviser to the Minister of Planning
Counsellor, Argentina Embassy
Economic Counsellor, Argentina Embassy

Chargé d*Affaires, Barbados Embassy

Under~Secretary, Ministry of Planning and
Co-grdination
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Ministry of Planning and Co-ordination

Secretary-General for FPlanning
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Director, CEBRAE
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Trade Representative, INTERBRAS

Head, Naticnhal Planning Department
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CUBA
- POMBO NUNEZ, Rent s Vice-Chairman, Central Plamning. Board
SALADRIGAS PINCKNEY, Rent Director, Institute of Physical Planning
DASABE DEL VAL, Manuel Counsellor, Cuban Embassy
CHILE
XKELLY, Roberto - - Minister of Plamning
SILVA BAFALLUY, Ernesto - Head, Planning Department, ODEPLAN
ENTEICHE GONZALEZ, Augusto  Assistant Regional Director, ODEPLAN
ARRTAGADA STUVEN, Pedro Hational Planning Office, ODEPLAN.
MONCEZEBERG, Fernando Member of the Executive Board, Nutrition
o - Council : '
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC | | o
HERRERA ROA, Fabio Téchnical Secretary, Presidency of the
Republic
MANGUAL, TFernando B National Director of Planning
MENDEZ COLLADO, Luis Felipe Co-ordinator of External Technical Assistance

Technical Secretariat of the Presidency
of the Republic

ECUADOR : _
ARCOS, Alfonso - Chairman, National Planning Board
SANTOS ALVITE, Eduardo Assistant Director-General, National
) Planning Board _ o
JUSTICIA HERRERA! Fernando Minister Councellor for Trade, Embassy of
: ' Ecuador
EL SALVADOR
CHICO DUARTE, Roberto Minister of Planning and Co-ordination of

Economic and- Social Development

BETANCOURT ORELLANA, Fausto Head, Department of Global Planning,
' Ministry of Planning

GUATEMALA
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Adviser to the Executive Secretary, Ministry
of Planning ‘
Economist, Embassy of Honduras in Caracas

Secretary of Programme and Budget
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Minister Counsellor, Nicaragua Embassy
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Ministry of Planning and Ecenomic' Policy
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Ministry of Planning’
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/SURINAM



- 10 -

SURTITAM
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United Nations bndies

United Nations Develogment Programme

Valdés, Gabriel Deputy Administrator, UNDP, and Regional
Director for latin America

Gucovsky, Michael Chief, Regional Projects Division, UNDP
Office for Latin America

Ravajas, Hugo ' UNDP Resident Representative in Venezuela

Centre for Development Planning, Projections and Policies
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Secretariat
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ADDHESS ‘BY THE PRESIDENT OF VENEZUELA, Mi. CARLOS ANDRES PEREZQ
Af THE INAUGARATION OF THE FIRST CONFERENCE COf MINISTERS AND
HEADS OF PLANNING OF LATIN A:ERICA

It is your generosity thaf-has permitted Venezuela to have the
honour to act as host to.this historic Latin American Conference., The
initiative taken by thé Latin American Institute for Economic and Social
Plarming of CEPAL, in Bogeté last year. of cénvening this First Conference,
.is of transcendental importance the‘full extent of which perhaps even we
surselves are unable to grasp. ‘

-Latih-America is committed at this moment in its history to an
irreversible process, of longer or shorter duration, towards its integration.
Latin America is acquiring an awareness and understanding of the fact that
integration is not.just an alternative course; it is the only course for
¢btaining the genuine economic independence of our peoples, that is, the
real and effective sovereignty of our nations, of this great Latin American
country, Hence, to bring together the planning bodies of Latin America and
to endeavour to convert this.cpnference‘pf-Latin American planners into a
permanent forum is an inestimable contribution to the process of Latin
American integration;

For many years we have witnessed the fortuitous-setb@cksiand failures
of our integrationist‘attempts. We saw LAFTA paralyzed; we observed the
constant crises of .the Andean Agreement; and we launched the Latin American
‘Economic System (SELA): trying out new, more pragmatic methods of integration,
and fearing too that this new attempt would get no further than words, or
mere gogh intentions, Those of us who looked beyond the present circumstances

of our existence, who tried to understand, to analyse the world in vhich we

/ére living,
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are living, and followed the course of history; have no doubt that within
the context of these apparent failures Latin America is advancing towards
integration. The present Conference is irrefutable ¢vidence of this
promising fact, upon which I invite you who bear such important responsi-
bilities in your OWrl countr1es to reflect,

. In none of our countriss is planning a pract1ca1 fact It is an aim,
an 1ndlspensab1e and 1rreplaceab1e goal which we have set ourselves, Ve
know, however, that it is not eagsy to achieve; that even more advanccd
countr1es. which have developed me thods and experiences and have established
sound structures in the course of their development, cannot pride themselves
on having perfect planning systems, and éfill lessg on being able to look
with certainty tovards developments in the future. On the qontrafy, the
world depression is palpable proof of.the shortCOminés of planning systems,

We should not therefore feel diséppointed beéause our first steps
along the path of plamning have not ylelded the beneflts or the results
we had hoped, Th1s w111 also be a gradual process whlch we will pursue
slowly, but the more effort ve put inte the exchange of experlences and
the malntenance of permanent communlcatlon among our plannlng bodlEs, the
more progress we will make,

Thig effort is necessary in'order‘to establish the developméht process
of ecach of our countries and of the whole Latln Amer1can reglon upoen a
sound footing. In Venezuela, we are engaged in a plann1ng effort, We
are demonstrating that it is indeed p0551ole to reconclle a system of
freedoms, and at the same time to organize énd co-ordinate the planning
of the economy at government level, in line with what .has been termed

concerted planning,

/ The Goverrment
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The Government assumes the responsability of establishing the broad
guiding principles of gevelopment, In accordance with the Nationai
Constitution; the President of Venezuelalmpst present every year, at
the opening of Congress, the basic principlesfof_the National Dévelopment
Plan. This Plan is not binding for the private sectors of the economy;
for them it is an indicative Plan, Moreover, it is already the subject
of prior consensus, because our democracy is a participative political
structure, The private sectors of the economy take part in discussing-
the options, but this does not mean that the Govermment renocunces its
essential and non-delegable degision-making ;esponsability;

In my Administration we have‘successfu;lfrtried new ﬁe;hods for
paving the way for participative democracy. In ali braﬁcheg of the
Public Administration and in the fundamental ac;;vitiesrof national
life, there are committees or councils composed of’representatives of
the Govermment, capital, and the labour sectors, Every mon;ﬁ the Prasident
of Venezuela convenes the high~level tripartite committecs ﬁhich cover the
two broad areas of national activity. One such committee is méde up of
the President of the Republic, The Ministers participating iﬁ therggendé
of the monthly meeting concerned, representatives of the Feﬁerapién of the
Chembers of Commerce and Producers' Asseciations (FEDECAMARAS), and
representatives of the Venezue;an Cpnfederation‘of Workers (CTV). Another
tripartite committee is composed of the President of the Republic, tﬁé
directors. of public offices concerned with agricultural development,
representatives of agricultural entrepreneurial organizations; and
representatives of the Venezuelan Federation of Rural Workers. ”

~In this way, without any startling developments and on the basis of
as much consensus as possible, Veneiuela is successfully consclidating the

exercise of representative and participative democracy which we hope will

/help in
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help in the future to light the broad aQenqés to democrac&, in which all
of us in Latin America and in our own counfries believe. Thus, a positive
political process in which we have the samesfaith and. confidence as in
econonic integration‘will gradually open sure and stable paths towards
understanding, a fuller knowledge, and cbnsfru¢tive co—exisfence in the
great nation composed of all the counfries of latin America, rejuvenated
now with the new nations that have sprung up in the Caribbean, as the
noble result of the eradication of that offence to the dignity of mankind v
that was colonialism, - |

It is impossible to keep planning within the limits of our frontiers,
This is one of the gfavest errors that we have beénucommitting and which
is jeopardizing the future.  Perhaps this is ﬁhere the great omission in
the Latin American integration process is to be féund. We all talk about
this process and believe in it, because we feel that_tﬁere is no other
alternative for our peoﬁles in the world that is taking shape today. When
- we look at.the United States, the European Common Market or Ehg Soviet
Union, we realize that there is no room in the world of the future, in
the world ¢f science and technology, for the small territorial ﬁnits that
are the Latin American'natibns, unless they develop all the possibilities
of complementarity that exist'within the region, econonmic intégration,
and the links of the commun1ty to whmch e belong.

It is because of this omission that we encounter obstacles. Because
as we talk about integration we have pretenszons to self-sufficiency; and
in the developmentfof any integrated‘éystem, we want to measure-with a
micrometrical screw the advantages accorded to other countries, instead
of the advantages our own country has been given in terms of complementarity

with the rest,

/We are
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Ve are seeing this every day in the Andean Agreement, Vested ;ntepésts,
the egoisms of misunderstood nationalism, have placed Latin America's
integration process in a strait jacket, It will be for the planners, who
will look beyond their ovn countries!' possivilities, and the end of their
noses and will measure the immense possibilities and opportunities for
compicmentarity between our countries, to open up the paths to integration.
I believe this ought to be one of the objectives or goals established for
these meetings of plarming bodies in Latin America., They would thus oe
fulfilling an essential historical role, that of making Latin American
integration a feasible undertaking. 7 ‘

Action committiees have been set up in SELA to‘work towards the
establishment of multinat;onal enterprises, There is one in wvhich I am
particularly interested:.the Action Committge for establishing a lafge-
scale Latin Americap,multina;ional enterprise qr‘enterprises for the
production of nutritional supplements which are needed by the childrgq
of Latin America. | ‘ .

If we are sincere and lgok‘at_ﬁhe human geogiyaphy of Latih;Amefica, we
are bound to recognize that Latin America's primary.problém is:nutrition,
which decisively - and I would say inexorably - affects the £@ture of our
countries. Not only must we consider the children who die at birth or in
their earliest years; we must rea;ize some thing which is even more seriouss
the children who are born and grow up with incuraple deficiencies and
handicaps, which are due to the devastating effects of undernutrition in
the childbearing mother, and in the child during the fisrt éix years of his

life. If plapming does not take the human resource into account, it gill be a
great fallacy, our future will be netrayed, and it will simply be false
planning, Without a human base ocur nations caﬁnot pr@gréss. This is an

obvious incontestable fact,

/linkgd with
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Linked with undernutrition is the question of hecalth, Only with
nutrition and health can we talk about education. In an undernourished
or unhcalthy people, education is a hoax, a waste and a loss of resources;

because it is impossible to educate'a person who is in poor health or
undernoﬁfished. L

These arc aspects to vhich, as a Latin American, I would vchemently
) énd passionatelj call the attention of planners ih all our countriesg; Ffor
there lies the future of Latin America,

Ancther circumstance that is discussed at the level of political
theory but vhich is an inconfrovcrtiblc fact is the pretended antithesis
Betwecn capital formation or accumulation and the redistribution of wealth.
The thesis has been insisteﬁtly ﬁpheld that the first step is to accumilate
capital, and only then can theré be redistribution,

It is the saﬁe thesis applied by the large industrialized nations
to the developing countries: first they have t6 grow - they do not tell
us hov much - and then they can redistribute among other mations. So this
is the argument . unanimously rcjected by the developing countries - vhich
thésc paying tributc to'ortﬁodéx capitalism wish to'ﬁppiy to our countrics;
a capitalism:which cahndf‘sufvive; igz already obsolcte and endangers the
very‘existénce of fhc free cnterprise system as it is understood in our
time, It is impc}atiVE to éeek formulas for accumulatioh or capitél
formation, but at the same fime for redistribution; only thus can

mutrition and hcalfh be basic premiscs for education and development in
our countries,

Nor can we at this moment in his{ory ignore the fact that national
policies aﬁé oﬁr countrics? progress are linked with that unit which has
been called the third world, Ve know that we are cduntrics wvhich arc
situated in diffcrent continents, with different lovels of eulture and
at different stages of devclopmont; that we do not sharc the same idéas;

that there is an ideological plurality, but this is precisely the recognition

/ and avarcness
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and awarencsé of a vorld-wvide problem that affgqts us all, and that has o
be solved so that our national problems can bc solved, It is this
conviction that has created the new decis;qn-mgking;power, that is, the
pover of thc third world.

Intprnational policy today is an indispcnsable. and necessary
instrumeﬁt for the development of our nations, It should be considered
and thought about in the formulation of plans. Because if vwc vere 1o
consi&ér”this static wofld, wifh its unfair and unequal terms of trade and
the present international division of labour, we would rcnounce our
planning projccts, since there would be no chance of development for our
countries, neither for the large or rich, nor the small or peor countries
of the rcgion, It'is essential to maintain this solid unity of the third
vorld so that we‘can achigvc that objective, - which cannot be envisaged
cither for within a yearls time, The cstablishment of the new international
cconomic order will be a long and_difficult struggle,

The first item vhich this meeting will discuss, because it affects
ail our countries, is inf;gtion; but it ;s not by a mere coincidence
or vhim that it is cailgd "Inflation and the world depression, The
inflationary process cannot be comnsidered on its own, but must be linked
wvith the ties of qﬁf economies, the manipulation of vorld cconomic power -
vhich is in the.h;nds of the industrialized countries, Thercfore, ve will
not be able to solve our problems unless, solidly united, we insist on those
ncv terms ol trade, on tﬁat nev intcrnational economic order, which is a
basic, neccssary and decisive prcmise for‘development and prograss in Latin
America and the third vorld,

véne:ucla is apparently - gnd I use the word deliberately -~ a country
with.vast possibilifies._ It is a rich country., It is the major oil-exporter
of South hmerica. Nevertheless, our probloms arc similar to those of

/other countries
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other countries in the region. Ve will not be ablc to find a real
solution to them until ve create thosc nev international felations. We
do not handle petroleum egoistically, nor do we fcgard OPEC as a monopolistic
cartel, but as an instrument for dialogue betwéeﬁ industfialized and
developing countries, It is fortunate that this‘decision—making‘power
has come into our hands, | -
Petreleum brings us huge resources, which, as you wellrknow; contribute
to inflation, Worcover, thesc resources vhich ve obtain from petroloun
are collected from us again by the industrialized countries through the
high prices we pay for manufactures, in facé'for‘the‘cébital goods required
for our development, which is thus furthcr‘deiéyed. ' ‘
Basically, ve arc only cxperiencing an illusion, Ye would be fools
if ve did not rcgard petroleum as a ncgotiating instrumenf, and thought
of it instead as an instrument of national cgoism, with the idea of
exchanging it for -gold and well-being, e arc conscious of this indispensable
solidarity; -that is vhy Venczucla has shdwn that it does not harbour any
secondary intcntions, that it is ready to provide intcrnational co-operation,
and that it vnderstands that its presence in OPEC represent a commitment
wvith the third vorld and not merely with its oun particular interests,
Ve have taken other steps, such as the nationalization of petroleﬁm
and of irom. Uc have abolished the system of mining claims, Ve have
placed all the resources of the Venézuelan sub-soil under the management
and dircct .céunership of the State. We regard these measures as indispensable
- for the gradual cstablishment of solid bases for cur genﬁine indgpendence,
for the consclidation of our full sowvercignty, but with the c¢verwpresent’
hought in our minds that Venezuela will find its path and its future only
in Latin Amecrican integration, It is on this path, vhich ve aie following

persistently and perseveringly, that ve find ourselves at this Meeting,

/Venezuela is
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Verezuela is in process of implementing its Fifth National Plan,
which is the résult of many vears of cffort under the past three democratic
administrations, This has givén it permanent continuity and has inspired
confidence in that continuity, in vhich the vhole nation undoubtedly shares,

This time we have been bold, Hevhave dared to aim at a rédical
transformation of our cconbmy. e arc making great and relatively

- successful efforts towards the decentralization of induétfv and the
admlnlstratlon, and tovards the rcglonallzatlon of development.‘ He have
been fortunate in achieving some fairly important ObJeCthCS' but they
arc not so satisfactory that they can yet rcpresent nev parametcrs for
the development of the national cconomy and the populationt's well-being.

- Ve 'believe that ve also need another frecdoms .fhé freedom of our
1ntellcct, the frcedom of our 1ntc111gence. Frecdom from that 1mper1a1
colonialism which vas sub;cctlng us to a dangerous 51tuat10n, the inferiority
complex vhich Lept us inside a vicious c1rc1C° that of fallxng to embark
on great plans for want of hﬁman‘rcsources' and lacklng thc human resources
because there arc no great plans in vhich to cmplov them. Ve haye_mortgaged
the future of our countr;. wQ_have undertakcn dec151ve nationai development
projects, believing that the grcatjnafions deéeloped in the same way. They
did not first create the humén resource, or écieﬁcc,'ér technologY.l Science
and technology were the result of great erfort, darlng and audacity, and
gradudlly passed through dlffercnt stages of progress and development,

That is vhat we are do:ng row in our country, We arc awvnrce of the risks

'1t involves or Ulll 1nvolvc in the futurc; but bccause ve have faith in

‘Lat1n American integration and in the unlty of the thlrd world, we knov
that our effort, our destzny and our futurc 11e in integration and in the
new international cconomic order, You, who are the representatives of the
countrics of our Latin American region, are in the vanguard of progress

and we have confidence in you,

OYARD, FELLOV LATIN AMERICANS, LET US PUT OUR SHOULDERS TO THE WHEEL!
/STATEMENT BY
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STATZMLNT BY DR. NICULAS saxDITU BARLLTTA, MINISTER FOR
PLANNING AND ECONGMIC POLICY OF THE REPUBLIC CF PANAMA,
Ol BEHALF CF THE PARTICIPATING DLLEGATIONS

4s Chairman of the ILPLS Committée ft'is'a great honour and a pleasure
for me to present the greetingé and resbects of-the visiting-Ministers to
the President of this sister Republic and, through him, to the esteemed
people of Venezuela, who show the way in the continuiﬂg sfruggle to achieve
high standards of iiberty, independence, and prosperity within the context
of their rcalitices and circumstances: aspirations ﬁhared b}-all the peoples
of Latin Amcrica." | |

Ve wisﬁ to thani you oncelmore for your ggnerous hoépitalify, and
this visit will serve tc give us a better understanding and appreciation of
your achievements and your view of the fufure. '

The primaﬁy pufpose of 'this conference, aS‘stafcd by the Executive
Se&retary of CEPAL, is to bring us together hebe to gét to know cach other,
to share our experiences, and to strengthen our aWareneésvof the mény
links that bind ws, through persenal, fraternal, and informal contacts.

We have come here primarily to.exchange views on our planning expérienées
in each of our éountries. We have not come to discuss theoreticél schemes,
nor ideologies, nor abstract models. “We have come to Spéak bf the reality
we experience every day as members of Governments which are wéging a déily
struggle to try to resolve the enorrmous develdpmént‘problems of our peobles.
We have come, therefore, with centiment and sensitivity, with open minds,
and with a practical attitude of wishing to share our experiences, to get

to know each other, and to enrich*our-knOwlédge'and undefstanding oﬁ'the
basis of such wide‘and diverse cxperience as théf of the Latin American

_continent.

/And that
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”'And that is important, because although there are so many thingé in
common among qur peoples, our culture, and our resources we also have
interesting divergences and differences from which profit can be drawn
owing to ‘the identity vhich is being acquired by each one of our peoples
in terms of their own reality and their own history. Sharing, therefore,
in this manner enables us to enhance the capacity to take action to promote
our own development and, what is more important, the integration ve all
desire in all- areas in the future, -

I believe that the agenda of this meeting, vhich deals with such
important matters as economic. growth and policies to deal with the world
economic crisis; short-term aspects regarding the use of exceptienal

resources for development; the social and human deyvelopment of our peoples
and the techniques and methodologies for carrying that development to our
peoples;Aand subjects relating to regional, rural, and urban development,
is a concrete exampleé of how.mich 'we can learn on issues vhich are of
vital currént importance in éach of our countries.

Planning in Latin America, as an explicit function of governments,
and institutionalized through bedies.such as the ministries, departments,
and offices represerited here, has had an interesting evolution, Ve vent
through a theoretical phase, a phase of writing volumes and documents, a

 phase of abstract essays, but today planning is essentially concrete in

all the countries: it is very real and there is very little that separates

it from‘shoft-term decisions as from the capacity and possibility for

co~ordinating economic and social policy instruments for achieving the

objectives vhich presidents and governments set themselves at a specific

time in order to carry out the mandate received from‘their peoples, ‘
Planning in Latin America, in this sense; has recached its destination,

But it continues o be an important task, for although we have made

/hoteworthy progress



1

\H
[3%]
i

noteworthy-progress in many fields of economic and social development, it
is also still true that in our countries we find enormous inequalities of
every kind: not only enormous social inequalities, in the sense that large
sections of our peoples still do not have opportunities of self-fulfilment
andifull participation in their destiny and in the development of their
cbﬁntries; but also regional differences, differences in.the way$ in vhich
our hatural resources are used, differences between different Sectors,
differences as regards the manner of achieving economic growth and effective
forms of distribution for obtaining thé social goals desired by our people,
differences as regards the functions of the public and private sectors in
this sociél confluence for devélopment: in short, differences as regards
the political and social coherence of each of our peoples for achieving
their objecfives in the years and decades immediately ahead.

All these things contimue to be a reality in latin America, despite
the enormous progress made, so that planning does not only look at the
future as such, but is also the advocate of-the future and must operate
in the‘ﬁresent in close contact with the entire government macpinery, where-
ever it participates, and on terms of great semsitivity to the needs of
the'people. ‘It thérefore has an important role to play and we are all trying
to further this role in our ‘respective countries.

The prospective analysis of the future for taking day-to-day decisions
is today of greater validity than ever in the plans, policies, and
admihistfétion of the projects and programmes of our governments. We are
therefore trying to learn more and to find the technical, administrative
and ﬁolitical know-how to enable offices such as ours‘to serve our
governments in the most pertinent manner possible,

I mast highlight here; morecover, that wc. can not only carry out

that function in each one of our countries but also as I said above, have

/a tremendous
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a2 tremendous role t¢ play as regards the-implementation of sPecifiq
integration programmes and projects in Latin America, for the programmes
and aims of integration continue to be.of primordial importance in both
the future and the present, and while the planning offices have important
roles to play in each of the countries; by locking towards the future we
can also improve the co-ordination of our tasks so as to give a pragmatic
and realistic demonstration of the approaches, projects; and avemes by
means of vhich we can continue to bring about the integration which our
peoplas have taken as their goal and which we have been trying to achieve
for many years in the face of immense difficulties.

Another important matter before us at this meeting is to examine
closely what the Latin American Institute for Economic and Social Planning
is, Above all it is a technical Institute which has played an important
role in the tasks vhich we carried out in each one of our countries over
the last 15 years, and wve now wish to associate it meore closely with the
realities, problems and needs of each of our countries.

It gives us pleasure, therefore, to note the interest of the United
Nations authorities here present in listening to our desires and identifying
themselvaes more closely with the express wish I voice here, on behalif of
all the Ministers, that ILPES be more closely associated with our work
in the best manner possible,

Finally, we wish to express our deepest thanks to Mr. Azplrua of
Venezuela and to the Office of CORDIPLAN, thch. as acknowledged here,
has been carrying out such important and pioneer work in plamning in Latin
America for many years, thanks to the efferts of eminent Venezuelans such
as Dr, Héctor Hurtado, who is present among us today. It is therefore a
source of great satisfaction to be here in this office sharing our
experiences vith CORDIPLAN and with the Minister who kindly gave us such a

warm and generous welcome,

/Lastly, I
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Lastly, I wish to repeat, on behalf of all the delegates of the
Latin American countries, our cordial grectings. to the President of the
Republic and the people of Venezuela and our satisfaction at being here

for a purpose which we consider to be of the highest importance in the

performance of our functions. Many thanks., - .

/ADDRESS BY
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ADDRESS BY MR. ENRIQUE IGLESIAS, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF CEPAL,
ON THE OCCASION OF THE MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HEADS
OF PLANNING OF LATIN AMERICA

Once again the Government of Venezuela has generously welcomed us
to this beavtlful country for th:s first Meetlng of Ministers of Plannlng
of Latin America. Ané once aga1n the Pre51uent of the Republic, so often
at the service of the great 1n1t1at1ves of Latln Amerlca, is lending his
support to an event which, in its own way, meets the Bolivarian ideal of
working together for a common destlny. | .

I wish to thank the Mlnlsters for the sPec1a1 1nterest they have
showh in this meetlng and for the support they have lent it, not only
through their presence but also ih the preparationstfbr it. In particulér.
I wish to pay tribute to Wr. Barletté, Minister of Planﬁing of Panama and
Chairman of the ILPES Cowﬁittee, for his dedicatiéﬁ and contribution to
the preparation of this Meeting and for all that his company and support
have meant at all times both to CEPAL and ILPES.

This is a very speciai ﬁeéting in'th&t‘it vas concé{ved and prepared
by the governments themselﬁés; which is not véry comﬁon'in iﬁterﬁétionﬁl
affairs, and ;ts'oﬁjectives are fhdée fixed Bj the Planning Ministers
themselves, Its-primary aim is to éstablish links of persdnal‘acquainténce
among the persons responsible f&f planning in Latin America; thig should
give these meetings an iﬂf&rmal Ehara&ter which may perhaps be théir
greatest strenght. A seconé aim is to‘promoté among planning officials a
dialogue on the true meaning of planping iﬁ Laiin America today. Finally,
something which this meeting will héﬁe to begin is the sought for eﬁchange
of experience at a very spécial point in time, vhen the strengthening'of

dialogue is perhaps one of Latin Americats most valuable assets.

/I hope



- 36 -

I hope that this initiative you have launched may become institutionalized,
and that you may.décide ta transform this.mégtihg vhich'is beginning today
into a regular channel for communication and co—operéfion amohg the planning
bocies of Latin America.

It is partlcvlarly gratlfylng for us in CEPAL and ILPES to be able to
obsérve the work of this meetlng. It is certainly auspicious that we can
speak here today in a gathering of practlcally all the planning bodles of
Latin America. Some years ago it was not easy to speaL of these subgects, or
even of the word *planning’. There vas mucn apprehen51on and dlstrust, but
events imposed the pressing need for thls 1nstrument of action of modern
States. The course of events have creafed ah irreversible situation tbday:
all the governments of Latin America nov have bodiesrresponsible for -
rplanning, which in the last analysis means foreseeing and ahticipating
events,‘and informing government bodies and public opinions about them in
a co-ordinated way. ' | o

I am vefy much awave that we have paésed through various stages of this
process, and along the way ‘.-,;e ha{re been learniAng lessons from the very
fruitful experlence of more than 20 years. dORDIPLAN is one of fhe
pioneering bodles in Latin America, tbe first to have begun thlS klnd of
work, and its presence here as‘the main sponsor of the meeting gives a
symbolic meaning to the presence of all of you here, - |

We have passed through various stages and have already left beliind
the purely literary stage of planning, which, wifhéut overlooking its
importance for the unde;sfanding of Latin American reality, was élearly
failing to reach its goéls, for it wéé obvious that planning had fo be
inserfed far more in.the decision-making process of Latin America, Ve
have 1ikewise‘;eft beﬁind the stage in vhich planning could be considered
a purely technocratic.task, isolated frdm its political and social content

and directly linked with the major objectives of a society at a given time,
/e have
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We have also learnt that planning cannot be left out of the important'{ask
of allocating resources, and particularly out of investment processes.
And ve have learnt that there is no kind of long-term planning which cannot
coexist and be closely linked vith the major short-term problems.

" Very valuable experience has been gained in all this. Sometimes there
have been disappointments, sometimes thére has been too much enthusiasm,
But I believe that at' all events the existence of these bodies is nov a
fact, and it would be very dangerous to judge the product of planning merely
by comparing the figures proposed in the plans viththeir results, In my
opinidn, other aspects of planning are far more important: the educational
work of the planning bodies in learning about national problems, the
training of the persomnel passing through the planning centres and acquiring
an overall viev of the problems of a country, and still more important, the
innoyative vork of tiose bodies in introducing new topics andé approaching nev
problems  faced by Latin America,

This i3 precisely the topic on vhich I wish to say a fev wordsi the
meanhing of planning im Latin America tocay in relation to the new
'cﬁaileﬁges facing t¥e region atthe world, regional and national levels,

At the international level ve are living through a period of extraordinary
turbulence such-as the vorld has ndt seen for the last 40 years, It is a
period which completely changes the rules of the game within which plamning
might have been approached in the 1950s., Then, we still had the illusion of
a fixed international setting irw which tlie rules of the game vere
unchangeable, and in vhich the necessary conditions seemed to exist for
unlimited, continuous progress; today-all this seems to be called into
question, botl: in the central-countries themseélves and outside them. It

is the industrial centres vhich are today undergoing major crises anc

having seriocus doubts about their future anc particularly about the future
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lines of their policies, and it has fallen to the lot of the developing
world to face the major task of uniting in order to draw attention to
 international problems and the injustice of international development.

All this marks a nev era in the history of menkind, The fixed ten
vear periods for economic planning have come to an end, and the present
period of turbulence anc instability appears to be with us for many years
to come, This means that the efforts to plas, to anticipate, become
singularly important in Latin America today, precisely in order to prepare
for this period which we will certainly have to live with for a number
of years.

He have'also learnt about the regional challenge. In the region we haﬁe
lived through times of illusion and times of frustration, particularly in
the field of integration. But ve are continuing with our efforts, and I
think that we already have valuable instruments, sucli as the integration
secretariats, as well as new instruments such as those vhich Latin America has
Just initiated with the creation of SELA.  This is another challenge to the
imagination and courage of the planning bodies, to cfeatgiinitiatives with
a .specific content and implement them at the level of regional co-operation.
It is a real, important challenge, vhich concerns the new form in which the
region sees its problems and is prepared to co-operate on them. And, of
course, ;bere is the naticnal challenge: deépite the great efforts made by the
region in recent years, despite the high income levels attdined by some
countries and despite the rate at vhich resources have blossomed in ocur
region, serious problems persist, particularly in'the social field where
the benefits of economic development have still pot reached the vast

underprivileged majorities of Latin America,
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All this means that the planning bodies have a very important and
ever-reneved task which they must fulfil in keeping with the new world,
regional and national settings.

As a final vord on what we may consider the main planning issues today,.
I would say that there are five major areas on which planning in Latin
America should focus, without prejudice to its normal tasks of resource
allocation and participation in the daily work of our countries,

In the first place, I think there is a nev sense of anticipation which
should give planning a much more urgent and imperative character than before.
The countries of Latin America cannot afford the luxury of only tackl}ing
day-to-day problems: they must anticipate the future, because that is.what
the future demands. WYe cannet sail these tempestuous seas vithout a
"modicum of foresight and anticipation about the major problems..

Seconcly, I think that planning must play the fundamental role of
serving -as a ¢ritical conscience for countries about national problems.,
Planning has ‘the capacity to take an overall view of the national situation,
to indicate the major critical problems and to lay special stress on the
need to revienr the eristing models of development in order to deal with the
pressing social problems which still exist,

Planning also has a responsibility as regards the future projects of
countries, . We are passing through a time of change inpolitical, social
and economic matters, There must De an integrated approach te our great
national projects, and we have been verwv gratified to scg that many countries
are awvare of this problem, ané that planning is increasingly linked with
the conception of the future model of society which Latin America wishes to
have, in which each country has its say and must find its own authentic

national solution.
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We think that plenning has a responsibility for innovation. A number
of issues are beginning to affect our countries in a novel form, such as
the environmment, urbanization, and natural resources. These are all nev
problems, with which we must live and to vhich ve must pay attention.
Flanning must sound the alarm, and act-as zn extremely important catalyst..

Finally, I would also say that the last great challenge in this work
for the future is the construction of the modern State. Perhaps the
great challenge in Latin America tovards thé end of the century is that
of creating a nevw type of Latin American State, a State vhich is in keeping
with our vision of the future and which is equipped to tackle the multiple
tasks invelved in national and regional life,

In a1l these efforts, the United Nations, represented here by ILPES,
the United Nations Development Programme, the Centre for Development Planning
and CEPAL, is of course at vour service.. ILPES has itsg own specific
role to play and certainly hopes to receive tﬁe corresponding maﬁdates
from this meeting, so as to be able to improve its approach to daily
problems and serve as a practical ihstrument for regional co-operation.

Having said this, I wish you every success am® hopé to be able to

fulfil the mandates you may wish to give us for the future.

Thank you
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“Annex 3

LIST OF DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED BY THE DELEGATIONS

1. Planning, development and econcmic and.spcia} policy in Brazil,
Prepared by the Planning Secretariat of the Presidency of the Fed@ral
Republic of Brazil, .

2. Experiences in the utilization of extraordinary balance of payments
resources, |
The Ecuadorian experience in recent years. Prepared by the National
Planning Board of Ecuador.

3. An experiment in social devglopment. Prepared by the National Planning
Office of Chile. _ . [ '

4., National Food and Mutrition Plan. Prepared by the National Planning
Department of Colombia. .

D Experiences in urban and regional develepment, Presented by CORDIFLAN

(Venezugla).

6. Planning in Haiti (National Development and Planning Council).

7. The planning system in:ﬁonduras. A

8. Experiences in territorial planning in Chile, ' >

9. Cuban economic development, (Statistical summary).

10. Notes on the planning and economic management systems in Cuba.

11. Evolution and analysis of the system and procedures of plénning in

.the Dominican Republic,

12, Basic information on the organization and functioning of the natioaal
planning system of Peru. |

13, Social development and planning in Peru.

14, Planning in Paraguay.

15, The Organic Law of General Public Administration (Mexico).

/16, The
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17.
18.

19,

20.
21,
22,
23.
24,

25,
26.

27.
28.
29.

30.
31.
32.
33.

34.

35.
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The National Food and Nutrition Plan, Vol. II (Colombia).
The National Development Plan 1975-1978 (Peru).
Evolution and experience of planning in El Salvador.

The development of planning in Colombia.

- Development planning in Surinam.

Preinvestment and development (Ecuador}. ”
Report on the system, processes and instruments of~p1anning (Bolivi;).
Experiences of regional urban development in Venezuela.

Growth and stability of prices in the new conditions of the world
economy: the Uruguayan model.

The system, process and instruments of planning in Uruguay.
Organization of the Ministry of Plamning (Sub-secretariat of
developmént, Argentina).

Official Decrec N° 1454 of Venezuela, .V Plan.of. the Nation,

Planning of economic’ and social development in Guatemala.

National Board of BEconomic Planning and Coordination . Summary of its
organization and operation. (Ecuador). -

Possibilities of economic and social development in the Dominican

Republic.

Experience of regional planning in Chile.

Planning Review N 7 (Ecuador).

Regiorial plarning in Bolivia, Experience in this field,
Diagnosis and strategy of agricultural development, 1976-1986
{Dominican Republic).

Speech made by the Deputy secretary.of the Planning Ministry of

‘Argentina, Mr, Aldo Luis Duder (Thursday, 14 April 1977). .






