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1. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

1. The first session of the Caribbean Development and Co-operation
Committee, established in conformity'wifh resolutions 358 (XVI) of

the Economic Commission for Latin Ameriqa as a permarent subsidiary

body of the Commission, was held at the Hotel Atlantico, in Santa

Maria del Mar, Province of Havana, Cuba, from 31 OctolLer to

L Noveuber 1975. The session tock place in two stages: a Technical Teval
reeting, held from 31 uvctober to 1 lloveuber 197U, and a ¥inisterial level
Meetin.,, irrw % to & Novewber 17Y5. Jle preseit revort coniains the
conclusionsz »eached in. Dot stares.

2.~ The opening ceremony of the Ministerial Level Meeting was held

on % November 1975. On this occasion statements were made by the

Deputy Prime Minister of Cuba and head of the Cuban delegation,

Mr. Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, and by the Deputy Prime Minister of
Barbados, Mr. Cuthbert Edwy Talma, who spoke on behalf of all the
participating delegations. The full texts of these statements are
annexed to this report. At the outset of the ceremony, the Executive
Secretary of ECLA, Mr. Enrique Iglesias, conveyed to participants a
message from the Secrétary;General of the United Nations expressing

his sincere regret at not having been able to attend the first session

of the Committee in person, as had been his intention. Developments

in the Sahara situation and the responsibilities entrusted to him by

the United Nations Security Council at its emergency session held

over the week-end had made it impossible for him to come to Havana on
this occasion, and he had therefore requested the Executive Secretary

of ECLA to read out the statement which he had intended to deliver
personally at the Ministerial Level Meeting of the Committee (the

text of the Secretary-General's message is annexed to this report).

It was unanimously agreed at the opening meeting to send a congratulatory
message to the Government and people of Panama on the occasion of the

71st anniversary of that country's independence.
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Attendance

B Representatives of the follow'ng member countries of the Committee
attended the first session: Commonwezlth of the Bahamas, Barbados, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, and Trinidad and
Tobago. Representatives of Belize and the West Indies Associated
States attended in their capacity as Associate Members of ECLA, in
conformity with Article %(v) and {¢) of tune Terms of Reference of

the Commission. |

4, While Surinam was not rspreseated at this session of the Committee
it was noted during the deliberations that under resolution 350 (XVI)
of the Comission Surinam will be entitled to full membership of the
Committee once its inderendence becomes effective in November 1975 and
it is admitted to United Nations and ECLA membership. An Observer from
the Netherlands Antilles was also invited to attend the first session
of the Committee, where he delivered a statement.

5. Observers from the following orgenizations of the United Nations
system attended the first zession: International Labour Organisation
(ILO), Food and Agriculture Crganization (FAOQ), United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World
Health Organization (PAHO/WHO), Interpovernmental Maritime Consultative
Organization (IMCO), United Yations Chilérens Fund (UNICEF), United
Nations Industrial Develonmert Orgsnization (UNIDO), United Nations
Environemt Programme (UNEP), Unitel Nations Development Programme (UNDP},
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, Latin American Institute for
Economic and Social Planning; Latin American Demographic Centre, United
Nations/ECLA Caribbean Regional Integration Advisory Team (UNCRIAT).

6 Other intergovernmental organizations represented by observers
were: Caribbean Development Bank (CDB), Caribbean Community (CARICOM),
Commonwealth Secretariat, Group of Latin American and Caribbean Sugar
Exporting Countries (GEPLACEA)}. The Bxecutive Secretary of the newly-
formed Latin American Economic Sysiem (SELA) also attended as a special
guest.

7. A complete list of participaats is given in Annex l.
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Officers
S The officers elected by the Technical Level Meeting were as
follows:
Chairman: Héctor Rodriguez Llompart (Cuba)

Vice~Cheirmen: - Benjamin Clare (Jamaica) and

George Rampersad (Trinidad and Tobago)

Rapporteur: . Deryck Small (Guyana)

Q. At

the Minigterial Level Meeting, the officers elected were:

- Chairman: Carlos Rafael Rodriguez (Cuba)

Vice-Chairmen: = -Dudley Thompson (Jamaica) and

Cuthbert Joseph (Trinidad and Tobago)

Rapporteur: f. Desmond Hoyte (Guyana)_

) Agenda

1C. The Agenda of the Ministerial Level Meéting‘which ﬁas basical}y

the same as that approved by the Technical Level Meetlng,_/ was as

followus:
" 1.
2a

3o

L.

54

9.

Opening addresses
Blection of Officers

Discussion and adoption of the Agenda

Consideration of Draft‘Rules'of Proéedure of the Commi%tee

Work Programme of the Commlttee, priorities and calendar of
meetings, and relations with otler bodies,of the regzon.
Matters to be reviewed would include problems relating to
production and conservation of food products, iaw of the Sea,

health and education, with spec1al reference to technology

-and food production

Possible areas of co-operation of the Commiftee with other
Member countries of ECLA referred to in paraéraphs 1 and 3 of
ECLA resolution 358 (XVI) |

‘ Co-operation of the United Natlons and the specialized agencies

‘with the Committee

Discussion and adoption of the Constituent Declaration of
the Comimittee o

Adoption of the Report.

y/ Document E/CEPAL/CDCC/1/Rev.l.
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II. SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS, CONCLUSIONS
AND DECISIONS

General discussion

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations addressed an
opening message to the first session of {he Committee, expressing
his confidence that it would performw fruitful work in the field of
mutuél co-operation among the counries of the Caribbean and between
those countries and the rest of latin America and the world. He
underlined the important role which the Committee was called upon to
play in the United Nations' efforts to accelerate the economic and
social development of all nations, in order to remedy the perilous
gulf still existing between the rich and poor countries of the world.
12. In the general discussions, after thanking the host country for
the warm welcote extended to the participants in this first session,
the delegations expressed their earnest desire to contribute to the
success of the Committee's efforts to promote the development and
econonic co-operation of the member States.

1%, Some delegations stated that the Committee should be the
expression of the will of the Caritbean countries to act together in
the face of powerful external economic interests which had to a great
extent impeded or delayed the regicn's integrated development. 1In
this.respect, a general desire was expressed that the Committee
should promote the protection of nztural resources, including marine
resourées, and take steps to facilitate the union of the Caribbean
countries throﬁgﬁ educational and cultural programmes that would
diminish the effect of language differences and dissimilar cultural
influences and would permi% the investigation and solution of common
problems.

14, In addition to the efforts required in social sectors such as
education and public health, the delegations indicated several Key
areas of the regiaﬁal economy to which it would be useful to draw

the Committee's éttentioﬁ. Stress vas laid on the importance of

agriculture, in view of {he heavy sums still expended on food imports

/and the



and the far from satlsfactory levels of nutrition still prevall:mgn
The lmportance of lndustry, tourlsm, transport and communlcatlons
was also underllnedo A partlcular problem raised by some delegatlons
was the need to promote more research with a v1ew to deve10p1ng
local technologles suited to the special conditions in the Carlbbean.
Several delegatlons ‘mentioned the important role of other
regional co-operation organizations, such as the Caribbean Community
and the Caribbean Development Bank, and exbreseed‘théir conviction
‘that the Commlttee would supplement and promote the work done by
those agencies. ' '
Apprec1at10n of the work done by ECLA and partlcularly its
Port of Spain Offlce, was also expressed, A1l the delegatnons
expressed their confidence that the Unlted Nations, and particularly
UNDP, would give every aid to the deveiopment\activities in which
the Commlttee and the secretariat would be engaged. It was also felt
that close llnks should be malntalned between the Committee and the
Latin Amerlcan Economlc System (SELA), whose establishment and
presence at the Commlttee 5 flrst sess1on was hlghllghted by some
representatives.
15.  The Director of the UNDP Regionai Bureanufdr Iatin America said
that the Programme would co-operate as far as its resources permltted
w1th the work of the Ccmmlttee, whose establlshment wage a source of
prlde to the Unlted Natlons and to its reglonal agency, ECLA. The
Commlttee should open new avenues of co-operation, contrlbutlng to
the establlshment ‘of a new international economic order which shonld
kbe regarded not in terms of irreconcilable antagonlsms between
countries but rather of increesing co—operatiOn among all'conhtries
in order to achieve an order which would genulnely guarantee the
dignity of mankind.
16. The Permanent Secretary of SELA said that the Committee's activities
would be a highly importent factor for the success of SELA, which
required the consensus and concerted action'ef the governments to
achieve its objectives. He requested the countries' collaboration

in suggesting joint development projects.

/17. The



17. The President of the Caribbean Development Bank and the
representative of the Caribbean Community said that the establishment
of the Committee was an event of cons’derable importance, and they.
expressed their desire to collaborate closely in its work. They
said»that.the jbint efférts of fhe cour.tries and agencies of the
Caribbean should also fecilitate the integration efforts in progress
in latin Ameri_cé.° |

Rules of Procedure of the Committes

18. The Rules of Procedure of the Committee were first discussed at
the Technical Level Meeting on the basis of the suggestions submitted
by the secretariat in documeat E/CEPAL/CDCC/2 and E/CEPAL/CDCC/2/Add.1.
Various amendments and new rules were proposed in the course of the
deliberatibns, resulting in a revised drait that was submitted for

the consideration of the:Ministérial Level Meeting as document
E/CEPAL/CDCC/2/Rev.2. In the ensuing discussions, this draft was
further modified. The Rules of Procedure of the Committee, as

finally approved at the Ministerial Zevel Meeting, are given in

Annex 2. ‘

19. It was agreed that the report of the First Session of the
Committee should record the following observations that were made
during the discussion of the Rules of Procedure and are to be regarded
as a complementary intervretation of the text of the pertinent fulé

as approved. Firstly, with reference to rule 13, it was suggested that
member States of the Comnittee which have a controlling interest in
airlines or merchant fleets should endeavour to make available special
facilities to the secretariat for travel on official missions between
the countries that are wemters of the Committee in connexion with the
implementation of the Work Progrzmme of thé Committee and of any '
subsidiary bodies that it may sstablishk. Secondly, in connexion

with rule 14 dealing with the voting procedure, it was understood

that the Committee insofar as possible would adopt its decisions by

consensus. Were this not feasible, then the relevant provisions of

Jrule 14



rule 14 would be applied. Finally, with regard to rule 15, note wés
taken of the provisions of rule 26 of the Commission, according to
which, before new proposals which involved expenditure from United
Nations funds are approved, the Executive Secretary of ECIA shall
prepare and circulate to members an estimate of the costs involved
which cannot be met out of the resources available to the secretariat.

Work programme, priorities, calendar of meetings, and relations with
other bodies of the region

20. Concernlng item 5 of the agenda, which deals with the Work
Programme of the Committe, priorities, calendar of meetings, and
relations with other bodies of the region, the preliminary proposals‘
presented by the secretariat.in document :E/CEPAL/CDCC/3/Rev.1 were -
used as the basis for the discussions at the Technical Level.

Numerous additions and modifications were suggested at this

stage by representatives of the member countries and observers from
the intergovernmental organizations. As a result, the'secretariat.
was requested to amend the preliminary proposals, which were then
submitted as document E/CEPAL/CDCC/3/Rev.2 for consideration'at the
Ministerial Level Meé%ing. Further modifications were introduced at
this stage and the secretariat was requested to reflect these as

fully as possible in the final version of the work programme which
appears in Annex 3.

29, During the discussions on the work programme, the observers of:
the United Nations agencies and of the intergovernmental organizations
‘attending fﬁe first session referred to the activities that their -
respective_organizations_weretcarrying out in the sub-region and
assured the Committee memwbers of their imterest in continuing to
agsist the countries in the area and to co-operate with the Committee
in the fulfilment of its objectives and activities. General appreciation
was expressed by the representatives of member governments of the
Committee for the assistance offered, which would undoubtedly constitute
a very valuable complement to the work to be carried out by the ECIA
secretariat, principally through its office in Port of Spain. In

that connexion, the Executive Secretary of ECLA, in conformity with

/the pertinent



United Nations Rules and Regulations., submitted a statement on the
financial implications arising from the work programme as discussed

and recommended by member governments at the first session of the
Committee, including the priorities and the specialized meetings proposed
(see part V of this report,.

22. With respect to the questicr of priorities, it should be noted
that in addition to the prioritiss s2t out in the work programme
document itself; the representatives of member governments, in adopting
the "Constituent Declaration of the Committee' also incorporated therein
certain specific priorities for action to be undertaken by the
Committee and the secretariat. Likewise, voth the work programme

and the Constituent Declaration emphasize the close relations and
co-ordination to be maintained with other international organizations
that are working in the Cariktbean sub-region and in Latin America

as a whole.

23. As regards the specialized meetings proposed by member governments
for inclusion in the Committee's work programme and indicated therein,
the secretariat will issue a tentative schedule and other pertinent
details of these meetings after the necessary consultations have been
made with the Chairmen of the Commlssion and of the Committee and

with United Nations Headgquartersm, in conformity with the relevant

Rules and Regulations applicable to the Commission and all its
subsidiary bodies.

24, It was agreed that with two sxceptions, the specialized meetings
that had been proposed should not be convened until after the necessary
studies had been carried out by the secretariat along the lines
indicated in the Work Programme, as approved. On the other hand,

the Committee recommended the convening, in January 1976, in Port

of Spain, of a meeting at the expert level of member States of the
Committee and of other interested Latin American qountries served by
the ECLA Office in Mexico snd the ECLA Office in Bogotd, having a

coastline in the Caribhean Sea, to deal with certain aspects of the

/Law of



Law of the Sea and Marine Resources as approved in the Work Programme.
Similarly, the Committee recommended that a specialized meeting of
Rectors of the Universities of the Caribbean Countries members of the
Committee, should be held in Port of Spaln in Aprll of 1976, in close
collaboration W1th the United Nations Unlver51ty, to dlscuss questions
related to science and technology, the productlon and proce551ng of
foodstuffs, care for health (malnly in rural areas) and education 1n

relation to development. g

Poselble areas of co- operation of the Commlttee with other member
countries of ECLA referred to in paragraphs 1 and 3 of ECLA
resolution 358 (XVI)

25. With regard to item 6 of the agenda, on the above mentioned
subgect, the. Committee approved at its first session a resolution |
which relterates the request made at the sixteenth session of ECIA
to the Exeoutlve Seoretarv to undertake, w1thout further delay, &
study aimed at identifying concrete activities that would contribute
to strengthening‘co-operation between member countries of the
Committee and other member countries of the Commission within the
sphere of action of the ECLA offices ;n Mexico and Bogot&. The
regolution also 1nv1tes the. Admlnlstrator af .the United Natioms
Development Programme and pertinent United .Nations spe01allzed
agencies to support the initiative, referred to above. ~The full text

of this resolution is annexed .to this report (resolution 2 (I)).

2/ The relevant consultations and preparations for the organization
and convening of these two meetings were initiated by the
secretariat after the end of the first session of the Committee
in Havana, particularly with the Chairmen of the Commission and
of the Committee and United Nations Headquarters, as required by
the Rules eof Procedure. : :

/Co-operation of




Co-operation of the United Nations and the specialized apencies with
the Committee

26. No specific resoiution on this subject was felt to be necessary,
since the observers and representatives of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies had actively participated in the discussions of
the Committee at its first session concerning the work programme to
be carried out and had piedgec their continuing support to the member
countries and to the Committee itself. It was agreed, however, that
the main points made in this connexicn during the discussions should
be summarized by the secretariat when completing the final version of
the report on the first session.

Constituent Declaration QEﬁEEF Committeq
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27. At the outset of the first session, & draft "Constituent
Declaration of the Committee™ was proposed jointly by the delegations
of Cuba and Guyana. After discussion and some modification at the
Technical Level Meeting, it was approved as set forth in document
E/CEPAL/CDCC/4 and submitted for the consideration of the Ministerial
Level Meeting. After ccnsideration and further modification at that
Meeting, the "Constituent Declarztion of the Committee’’ was formally
approved as given in part III of this report.

Participation in CDCC meetings

28. A resolution was adopted regarding participation in meetings of
the Caribbean Development ard Co-operation Committee and is reproduced
as resolution 1 (I) in part IV of this report. .

Date and place of the second session of the Committee

29. In conformity with rule 11 of its Rules of Procedure, the
Committee bvefore closing the first session, considered the question

of the date and place of its next session.

30, In this connexion, the representative of the Deminican Republic
conveyed to the Committee his Goverament’s invitation for the next
session to be held in Santo Ddomingo. The Committee expressed its
appreciation for the generous hospitality offered by the Government

of the Dominican Republic and agrezd to recommend that the second session
of the Committee should be held in Santo Domingo within one year, at a
date to be fixed in corsultation with the Executive Secretary of ECIA
in accordance with the pertinent Rules of Procedure of the Committee

and the Commission. /III. CONSTITUEMI
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III. CONSTITUENT DECLARATION OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT
' - AND CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE

- The Ministers of the. countries within the sphere of action of
the ECLA Office in Port of Spain and those of Cuba, Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, meeting in the city of Havana from 31 October to
L November 1975 to inaugurate the Caribbean Development and Co-operation
Committee as a subsidiary body of ECIA:

Recognizing that the Caribbean countries share a geographic,

cultural and historic proximity that must be taken into account when
establishing the forms and mechanisms for co-operation among them,
and that they have also inherited similar economic structures aund have

similarities in the majority of social and economic problems they face;

Reaffirmiqg‘that it is necessary to strengthen the unity and
co-operation of these countries in order to carry out jeint activities
that will benefit the sub-region's economic. and social, development and
increase its bargaining power as regards third countries or groupings
of counfries;

Reiterating that such co-operation constitutes a manifestly useful

mechanism for bringing into play the potentialities of the countries
of the sub-region with the intention of complementing their economies
and achieving joint policies in such important spheres as trade, the
obtaining of financial resources,.agriculture, tourism, food, .
trahsportation,.industry, energy, the transfer of technology and
technical know-how, health, éducatiqn and others;

Recopnizing the importance and relevance of the sea and all its

resources for the development, co-operation and self-determination of
the Caribbean peoples;

- Conscious of the pioneering role played by the Caribbean Free
Trade Association (CARIFTA) and continued by  the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) in promoting economic integration within the sub-~region;

Confident that economic, political-ana cultural co-operation
among the countries of the Caribbean will contribute to the necessary

unity of Latin America;-

/Convinced that



Convinced that the Latin American Economic System (SELA) offers
a broad framework for implementing concrete projects and initiatives
and for co-ordinating common acticns and positions in all fields,
thereby facilitating greater identity of interests between the countries
of the Caribbean and the rest of Latir America;

Emphasizing that it is indispsnsable to pay special attention,

to the relatively less developed and In mest cases very small countries
of the sub-region;

Affirming that the countries of the Caribbean are essentially
raw material producers and should therefore maintain solidarity with
the adoption of measures for obtaining equitable and remunerative prices,
including solidarity with the measures taken by producer associations
of developing countries in that regard;

Stresging that all co~operation mechanisms must be guided by
the principles of the equality, soverigaty and independence of States,
solidarity and mutual benefit, witrout any discrimination that might
arise as a result of dilfererces ir pslitical, economic and social
systems;

Reaffirming in the spirit of various United Nations resolutions,

that the countries of the suberegion have the inalienable right to
exercise permanent sovereipgniy over thel:r natural resources and
economic activities, including natioralization, and that the countries
of the Caribbean are united as one in mutual support and solidarity
against any form of econoﬁic action, pressure or coercion that might
be used against any ore of them fer haviag exercised its legitimate
rights; '

Emphasizing that the activities of transnational corporations,

in those countries that accept their operations, must be subject to
the aims of development and the national interests of the countries
of the sub-region and that it is necessary to exchange information on
their activities in the territories of the countries of the Caribbean;

Empahsizing that the execution of joint projects in areas of

common interest may be the best way to implement a policy of economic

co-operation and complementztion among the Caribbean countries:

/Recognizing that
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Recosnizing that the Economic Commission for Latin America (ECLA)

has vast experience in the field of economic -and social co-opération'
that can be of effective assistance to the Caribbean countries in
their integration efforts and in the promotion of mutual co=operation
beneficial to their economic and social development;

Determined to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of their
peoples for development and progress;

Declare their political will and their resolution to:
1. Carry out a policy for the optimum utilization of the available
resources of the sub-region, thus promoting its. economic and social
development and advancing progressively towards better co~ordination
of their countries' economies in. the future.  Based on recognition of
the advantages of economic complementation, this poliecy will give impetus
to co-operation among member countries, particularly in the implementation
of joint projects, the exchange of experience and mutual aid, and
through mechanisms - including trade - which will contribute to this
end. 7
2. Carry out trade analyses, with emphasis on tariffs, customs
procedures and other related aspects, with a view to harmonizing and
simplifying the mechanisms to promote trade between the countries of
the sub-region. .
3. Utilize the experience accumulated by CARICOM and other bodies
which is of value for the achievement of the aim of co-operation
among the Caribbean countries.
b, Analyse the possibility of establishing multinational enterprises
within the sub-region, owned and controlled by the Caribbean States
and nationals of such States, in fieléds which are of mutual interest to
the Caribbean countries.
De Implement joint complementation projects in order to facilitate
the development and optimum use of the Caribbean countries' human,
natural, industrial, technological and financial resources.
6o Co-operate in the field of agriculture, in order to accelerate .

the development and use of appropriate and efficient techniques in

/this sector
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this sector in the Caribbean countries and Tormulate joint policies
promoting the agricultural complementatioh'of the countries of the
sub-region. ‘ ' '

7a Garéx out joint activities for increasing and improving national
transportafion facilities within the sub-region and with other
countries. '

8. Facilitate the development of “ishing activities in the sub-region
to make them a fundamental facior inm import substitution as well as

in increasinhg employment.

9.  Examine, in collaboration with those countries within the sphere
of action of the ECLA Office in Mexizo ard the ECLA Office in Bogota
that have a coastline on the Caribbean Sea, the questioh offa‘commdn
Caribbean position on the Law of thé Sea aimed specifically at securing
international recognition for a spacial régime for the Caribbean
‘multi-State archipielago within the framswcrk of the new International
Convention on the Law of the Sea. ' o
10.- ‘Implement joint prcgramme in thé fiéld of education and public
health and in other areas selscted for priosrity action in the social
sectors, at every level, with the aih of promoting the optimum use

of the sub;region's scientific knowlédge in these fields as well as
of its material -and human -rascurces.

11, Co-operate in the training ané develcpment of the human resources
of the sub-region. ' '

12. Co-operate in the Tield of tourism ip order to promote research
and other activities of common interest. ‘

13, Co-operate in the strengthening of relations -among our countries
and peoples by establishing programnes of sultural exchange, including
‘sports. .- o B ' '

1k,  Develop adequate tzlephone, telegraph, postal and other means

of communi¢ations within tre sub-region. ' '

15. Carry out action aimed at obtaining financial resources from

the international :community, the governnents of the countries of the
area, and other sources, for use in commen yprojects for the benefit

of the sub-region's economic and socizl development.

/1G. Co=operate
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16. Co-operate in the mutual transfer of technology and of
technolgocial and scientific knowledge in order to facilitate the
adaptation of imported technology and the development of domestic
technologies and iﬁcrease the bargaining power of the sub-region's
countries in operations between the latter and countries outside the
area on these matters.

17. Collaborate on the identificatioﬁ and utilization of a complex
base of raw materials within the sub-region, especially energy sources
and including research on solar energy.

138, Carry out joint programmes and projects aimed at better use and
protection of the environment, including the preservation of the flora
and fauna of the countries of the Caribbean, as well as their historical
monunents and documents.

19, Offer effective economic assistance in cases of emergencies and
situations resulting from natural disasters and co-operate in the field
of meteorology with a view to reducing the harmful effects of hurricanes
and tropical storms to a minimum.

20. Promote the development of activities and projects beyond the
scope of this Committee within SELA in order to facilitate more

complete identification of the posifions and interests of the countries
of the Caribbean with the rest of Latin America, recognizing SELA as the
proper regional-level framework for co-operation, consultation and
co-ordination among the member countries.

2. Observe the principles of sovereignty, self-determination,
national independence, mutual benefit, solidarity and non-discrimination
on account of differing social, political and economic systems, in all
co-operation activities undertaken among the countries of the Caribbean.
22, Exercise solidarity in the face of any type of economic action,
pressure or coercion directed against any of the countries of the
sub-region that exercise their legitimate right to permanent sovereignty
over their natural resources and economic activity; in the face of the
actions of transnational corporations which do not observe the aims

of economic and social development and do not take into account the

interests of those countries; and in favour of the decisions adopted

/by producer



by producer associations of developing countries or groupings of
nations, workingrto achiszve egquitable ard remunerative pfices for
their products. |

23, 'Co-operate in the adoption of concrete measures aimed at the
development of the member countries c¢f the Committee aﬁd promote
initiatives to strengthén co~cperation among them, aimed at the

implementation of the provisions of the present Declaration.

/IV. RESOLUTIONS
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IV. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE AT ITS
FIRST SESSION

1 (I) PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT
AND CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE '

' The Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee,

‘Recalling that ECLA resolution 358 (XVI) requested the Executive
Secretary to undertake studies and_prqmote initiatives designed to
strengthen the co-~operation of the other member States of ECLA and
Latin American integration groupings with the Cbmmittee;

Stressing that the aforementioned resolﬁtion emphasized that
such studies should be directed especially toward ﬁhose couﬁtries within
the spheres of action of the ECLA offices in Mexico and Bogété;

1. Invites the Associated Members and obééfvérs pfesent at the
first session in Havana - Belize, the West'Inaies-Associated States
and the Netherlands Antilles - to attend all future sessions and
meetings of the Committee;

2. Decides that when approving its programme of 5pecialized
meetings or calling any such specialized meeting, it will determine
what other Caribbean States coming within the spheres of activity of

the BCLA offices in Mexico and Bogoti should be invited to attend as

obhservers.

/2 (I) POSSIBLE
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2 (I) POSSIBLE AREAS OF CO-CFERATICK OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT
AND CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE WITE OTHER MEMBER
COURTRIES (F ECLA

The Caribbean Deve..opmert znd Co=ooeretion Committee,

Recalling resolution 350 (¥VI) of the Economic Commission for
Latin America, which recommencs the establichment of a Caribbean
Development and Co-operatioan Committee and which in its operative
paragraph 3, requests the Executive Secretary to undertake studies
and promote 1n1t1at1ves designed to atrenghhen co—operatlon between
the menmber countrles of <he sald Committee and the other member
countries of ECLA and 1nseﬂra ion grﬂuplngs in Latin Amerlca,

Recqulzlng that the p0h51bll Lise for the co-operatlon called

for in Operatlve paragraph 3 of resolution 358 (XVI) are most
1mmed1ately prcmlslng amsng the countries within the 3phere of action
of the ECLA offices in Psrt o2 Spain, Mexico and Bogota, because of
their geographmc proximity and community of interests;

Reafflrmlng the need to malntaLn and strengthen Latln American

co-ordination and Solldarluyg

1. Reiterates the recuest meds by ECIA to the Executive Secretary
to undertake, w1thout further delay, & study aimed at identifying
concrete act1v1t1es that would ccutribute to strengthenlng the
co—operatlon between member counmtrizs of the Commlttee and other member
countries of the Commission within the sphere of actlon of the ECLA
offices in Mexico and Bcgota, .

2. Invites the Administrator of the United Nations Developmeﬁt
Programme and pertinent United Nations specialized agencies to support

the initiative referred to in the previous paragraph.

/V. FINANCIAL
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Ve FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY IMPLICATIONS OF THE WORK
PROGRAMME OF THE COMMITTEE

With respect to item ¢ of the Agenda, the secretariat wishes
to underline the follow1ng
1. The work of the Committee will basically involve the holding
of various types of meetings, co-ordination with other sub-regional
institutions, the preparation of studies, and the promotion of
initiatives on specific subjects. These activities involve financial
consequences for the ECLA secretariat.
2.  As regards the holding of meetings, in accordance with resolution
358 (XVI) of the Commission budgetary measures have been taken to
provide for the holding of a repular annual meeting of the Committee.
These measures are presently under study by the Fifth Committee of
the United Nations General Assembly. Any additional meeting sponsored
by the Committee itself will involve the financing of the travel costs
of the secretariat staff, the fees, travelling and living expenses of
the interpreters for the three working languages, as well as other
expenditures.  These additional costs shall be covered by the host
country, aided by such means from other sources as may be mobilized
for this purpose. '
3 In this connexion, the secretariat understands that both in the
case of the Meeting of Experts on the Law of the Sea and the Meeting
of Rectors of Caribbean Universities, the Government of Trinidad and
Tobago is willing to pay the additional costs involved. The place,
date and financing arrangeménts of the other meetins which have been
proposed (on tourism, planning and internatidnal‘trade) remain to
be settled at the next meeting of the Committee. In the event that
the Committee should decide that these meetings be financed from the
regular United Nations budget, the proper steps should be taken in
the competent organs, folldwing the rules laid down by the General
Assenmbly.

/4%. Meanwhile,



4, Meaﬁwhile,“the preparation of studies, cowordination with other
sub-regional institutions end the ﬁwomotion of activities that may

be envisaged in the Committee’s werk programme will call for the
strengthenlng of the ECLA secretariat stalf, mainly in the Port of
Spain Office. In this respect, bearing in mind resolution 358 (XVI)
mentiéﬁed above, it can be rasported that the steps to provide this
office with additional resoﬁrcés, vwhlch were underfaken soon after the
approvai qf th;s resolutipn,.are now undew consiqerafion by the Fifth
Committee of the Geﬁerél Assembly. The secretariat is confidené that
the member countries of the Carlbbea DAV°lopmént énd Co-operation
Commlttee part1c1pat1ng ip this SQ:SLOH of the General Assembly wlll
stress before the Fifth Committee *he 1mportance to the region of
strengthenlng the Port af Spcln ECIA Office in order to facllltate

the implementation of the Ccmrmittize's work programme°

5. Nevertheless, the acdltlonal aesoarces that may be moblllzed
through these steps will ao -ltt“e more than permit the secretariat

to carry out a2 minimum programe of cawordination and promotlon of
acthltles. Additional researcn and the promotlon of spec;ficﬂ
activities that need to be ccrried cut in order to fulf111 the prlorlty
tasks laid down by the uommlutee at its first sessiom require the
mobilization of additional means from otiaer sources, and this too will
réquire fhe help of all the Jompitice’'s member governmentso

6; The secretariat espscially wishes o point out that the close
co—opération of the United.NationS Develcpment Programme and the United
Nations system is esseptial for achievin thé goéls 6f the Committee.
Slmllarly, the secretaxlat conswaers :ndLSPensable the close co-
operatlon of the regloval agencies, and particularly that of the
Secretariat of the Carlbbean_Communlty; the Carlbbean Development Bank,
the Secretariat of the Fast Carisbean Common_Ma;ket and the Secretariat

of the recently-established Latin American Economic System.

/Annex 1
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Annex 1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

1. - Member countries of the Commission

COMMONWEALTH OF THE BAHAMAS _ ,
Head of delegation: Alfred T. Maycock, Minister of Development
Members: Reginald L. Wood, K. Neville Adderley, Carlton L. Wright

BARBADOS

Head of delegation: Cuthbert Edwy Talma; Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Finance and Planning

Member: George L. Reid

CUBA

Head of delegation: Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, Deputy Prime Minister .in
charge of the Foreign Relations Sector

Members: Pelegrin Torras, Héctor Rodriguez Llompart, Ernesto Meléndez,
Ricardo Cabrisas, José Garcia Pefia, Ricardo Alarcén,
Rambn Pez- Ferro

Advisers: José R. Viera, Angel Pernas, Orlando Borrego,
Carlos Martinez S., Abdo Soto, Roberto Pereda,
Héctor Sardifias, Isabel Hernandez, Oscar Pino Santos,
José A. Tabares, Pedro Dlaz, Osvaldo Cardenas,
Rambn Perdomo, Michael Vizquez, Marcia Perez, Omar Garcia,
Rolando Gonzalez, Horacio Reyes, Armando Lépez Coll
Rafael Nufiez Cuesta -

GRANADA

Head of delegation: Derek Knight, Minister without portfolio
Member: Fabian Redhead

GUYANA

Head of delegation: Hugh Desmond Hoyte, Minister of Economic
Development

Members: Harold Sahadeo, Deryck Small, Johr Mc Calmon,
Joyce Sinclair.

BATTI

Eead of delegation: Gérard Dorcely, Under-Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs

Member: Pierre Louis Salomon
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JAMAICA
Head of delegation: Dudley Tkompson, Mlalscer of Foreign Affalrs

Members: Benaamln Clare, E. Marcezl Knignt, Cleve Hanson,
‘ Trevor. J,; Harker, Miss Masie Plymmer '~ -
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
i

Head of delegationh: Milton Messina., Chairman, Fore;gn-Trade Jene”
Comalsslon

Member: Marlano Augusto Alcantara

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO ‘ s L L
Head of delegation: Cuthbert Josepi, Minister of Fofeign Affairs

Members: George Rampersad, Aanctte Gonzélies

€. Associate membzrs

BELIZE

Heéd‘bf‘delegation Sartlago Perdomo? Mlnlster of Trade and
‘ " Indusiry

Members: SeverolPinto9 Rafael Fonseca

WEST INDIES ASSOCIATED STATE& -

Head of delegation: Augustuq Coripton,; Erecutlve Secretary, Council
' ' of Miunisters . :

B Obsgyverg

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

Head of delegation: R.F. Piesternella, Mgnlster of Economlc Affalrs
and Trade

Member: T.M. Monzdn

4. Representatives of United Nations
- . gpecialized agencies

International Labour Organisatngh(ILOl

Zin Henry.

Food and Arriculture Organization (FAD)

Pedro Moral Ldpez
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and: Cultural Organlzatlon
(UNESCO)

César Fernandez Moreno

- "',- o,

E— ir o

Pan-American Health Organxzatlongﬂorld Health Qrsanzzatlon
PAHO/WHO) ‘ o
Lucila Jallade:  ° -t oo e - S : -

Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Orggnization (IMCO)
Marian Fila

5e Other Uniﬁed Nations bodies RS

United Nations Children's Fuand (UNICEF)

Victor Soler-Sala S
D. Roen Repp
Victor Rafil Montesinos

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)
Rail Maldonado

Un1ted Nations Industrlal Development Organization: (UNIDO)

Sathamangalam R. Krlshnaswamy

United Nations Environment.Prqgramme.(UNEP}
Vicente Sianchesz

United Natioms Development Programme (UNDP)
Gabriel Valdés
John Cella -

FPernando Salazar-Paredes.
Laras Eriksgon

United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)

Felipe Paolillo

6. Interpovernmental organizations

Caribbean Development Bank (CDR)
Williem Gilbert Demas

Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
Carl ¥W. Dundas




Commonwealth Secretariat

Dennis Irvin

Latin American Econoric Systen (GELA)

Jaime Moncayo

Group of Latin American and Cariljean Sugar Exporting Counfries
(GEPLACEA)

Jorge Brioso Dominguez

7. ECLA systen

Economic Commission for Latin Amarice (ECLA)

Enrique V. Iglesias

Nessim Arditi
Andrés Bianchi
Daniel Bitran
8ilbourne Clarke
Gert Rosenthal
Louis Smith
Jdorge Viteri

Latin American Instituts for Bcenomic and Social Planning (ILPES)

Luis Eduardo Rosas

Latin American Demographic Ceatre . (CZLADE)

Guillermo Maccid

United Nations Caribbean Regional Integration Advisory Team

Nassau A. Adams

United Nations Informatiom Centre (UNIC)

Rall Trejos

'./Annex el



- 27 -

Annex 2

FUNCTIONS AND RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT
AND CO~OPERATION COMMITITEE AS ADOPTED BY THE
COMMITTEE AT ITS FIRST SESSION 3/

Established under resolution 358 (XVI) of the Economic
Commission for Latin America as a subsidiary body of the
Commission. This resolution was approved by the Economic

and Social Council at its 1971lst meeting during its
59th session.
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‘ Chanter I -
ORGANIZATION

1. ‘The Caribbean bevelopment and Co~operation Committee is a
permanent subsidiary body of the Econonmic Comm1861on for Latln
America (ECLA), at the governmental leveln As such the Commlttee
shall report to ECLA, whlch in turn shall report to the Economlc
and Social Council -1/
2. The Committee shall be made up of a Minister designated by
each of the countrles memhers of the Comm1551on Sp901f1ed in
resolution 358 (XVI), as ex-off1c1o members of the Committee.

In the event that any of the Mlnlsters i unable to attend a
meeting, he may be represented by an accredited alternate

representative designated by his: Government.

3 The Ministers may be accompanied by such alternate representatives,

advisers and experts'as may be designated by their Governments, all
with the usual credentials required for international meetings.

Such advisers and experts may represent their respective
Ministers, and shall have the right to speak and to vote at any
meeting of the Committee or its subsidiary bodies. )

L, The Committee may, after discussion with any spetialized
agency concerned and with the approval of the Commission, establish
such subsidiary bodiés as it deems approprlate for fa0111tat1ng the
carrying out of its responsibilities.

5. The Chairman of the Committee shall be the Minister designated
as ex-officio member of the Committee by the host country of the
session and elected by the Committee. He shall continue as Chairman
between one session and the next regular session.

6. If the Chairman of the Committee ceases to be the Minister
designated as ex-officio member of the Committee by his country,

the newly-~designated Minister shall replace him as Chairman.

1/ - In conformity with Decision 65 (ORG-75),'the Council will
not consider_any‘report exceeding 32 pages.
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7o At each session the Committee shall also elect two Vice-
Chairmen and a Rapporteur, who way ve ¥inisters, advisers or experts.
8. The Chairman shall par®icipate in the meetings of the Committee
in that capacity, and his country shall meanwhile be represented by
an alternate delegate. oL

9. The secretariat cf the Committee saall be the secretariat of
the Economic Commissior for Latin America, acting principally

through the sub-regional office in Port of Spain. In the implementation
of its work programme, the ECLA secrastarizt may co-operate with

the secretariats of other irterzoveramental bodies in the Caribbean
area, including the Caribbean Development Bank, the Caribbean

Community and the West Indies Associatec States.

FUNCTTIONS

10. The functions of the Committee shzall be as follows:: To act
as a co-ordinating body for vhatever activities relating to
development and co-operatien may be z2greed upon and to serve as
an advisory and consultative body to the Executive Secretary of
ECLA in respect of Caribbean issues aad circumstances. .

To this end the Committes will: '

(a) determine the carrying out of research and studies in
connexion with the objectives of advancing towards Caribbean economic
integration and co-oparation and dealirg with social and economic
development needs, especially in the relatively less developed -
countriesy

(b) propose to the participatirg governments concrete measures
directed. towards the development of the Caribbean area and greater
integration. of and cc-~operation among tiae economies of the Caribbean;

(¢) indicate %tc the secretariat initiatives which should be
pursued with a view to strehgthening co-operation between the
Caribbean countries and the cother countries members of ECLA and

integration groupings of countries of the Latin American region;
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(4) discuss and propose sub-regional and multinational
technical co-operation programmes and projects to be carried out in
the area.

Chapter III-

' SESSIONS
11. The regular sessions of the Committee shall beshpld‘once a |

year.

. At these sessions, the Committee, ‘in consultation with the
Executive Secretary of ECLA, shall recommend’ the date and piadeiﬁf
the next session, following thé‘princibleﬁof rotation between the
member States.

The Executive Secretary of ECLA shall issue the notice of
convocation of these regular sessions.

12. In addition to the annual sessione referred to in the
preceding rule, the Committee may. hold other meetings, attended by
the Ministers of their alternates; when. this seems desirable from
the standpoint of the continuity of the Committee's work.

In such cases, the Executive Secretary of ECLA, on his own
initiative or at the request of any one of the members, shall issue
the necessary notice of convocation, after consultation with the
remaining members and in agreement with the Chairman of the
Committee.

13, For sessions of the Committee or its subsidiary bodies not
covered by budget provisions approved by the ngeral‘Assembly of
the United Nations, the host country shall cover -the cost of
interpreters, translators, secretaries, interpretation equipment,
mimeographs, meeting rooms, offices and such other facilities as
mey be necessary for.the normal functioning of the meetings. A
standard agreement shall be signed between the host country and the
Executive Secretary of ECLA on the administrative arrangements for
each session. For all other matters, the host country shall comply
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with the principles set down in the Convention on the Privileges

and Immunities of the Unitec Natiors.

1k, Two-thirds of the meabors of the Committee shall constitute

a guorum for any meeting. Each member shall have one vote. Procedural
matters may be decided by siuple mejority. Substantive matters shall
be decided by a two-thirds majority of members present and voting.
Abstentions from voting shall not affect such majority. Should
doubts arise whether a matter is substantive or procedural, the
Chairman shall decide after consul-ing the Vice-Chairmen.

15. In all other respacts, the conduct of the discussions and the
voting procedure shall ve governed by the‘Rules of Procedures and

established practice of the Commission.

Chaptez IV

THZ SECRITARIAT

16.. The Executive Secrefary or his representative may at any
meeting make either orasl or written statements concerning any
question under consideration.

17. The Executive Secretary shall be responsible for making the
necessary arrangements for meetings in close contact with the
Chairman of the Committee and the authorities of the ¢ountry serving
as the host country for the meeiing. At the beginning of each
session, he or his representative shall present a report on the
work done since the last session. Ia the periods between sessions,
the Executive Secretary shzll see that, as far as possible, the
governments of particisating countries are kept informed of the
progress of the work in hand. )

18. The Executive Secretary shall ensure that, at least thirty
days before the commenzemen® of each session, member governments
receive copies of the previsional agenda and of the reports and

documents which are to be considered at the session in question.
This rule may be weived in the case of extraordinary meetings.
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Chapter V
GENERAL PROVISIONS

19. The working languages of the Committee ghall be English,
French and Spanish.

20. Any of these rules of procedure may be amended or suspended
by the Committee provided that the proposed amendments or
suspensions do not attempt to set aside the terms of reference

laid down by the Commission and the Economic and Social Council.

/Annex 3
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Annex 3

WORK PROGRAMME COF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE
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WORK PROGRAMME OF THE CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT AND
CO-OPERATION COMMITTEE

I. BACKGROUND

- On 13 May 1975, during its 192nd Meeting (Slxteenth Sesslon)
the Economic ‘Céommission for Latin Amerlca approved resolutlon
358 (XVI) concerning the establlshment of a Car1bbean DeveIOpment
'~ and Co-operation Committee (CDCC), which in accordance with operative
paragraph 1 of this resolution is to be made up of the countrles
"within the sphere of action of the ECLA office in Pcrt of Speln
and the Governments of Cuba, the Dowinican Repﬁblic and Haiti and
other Carlbbean cbuntries as they achleve 1ndependenCe“' 3 ,

This Committee, accord1ng to the above~ment1oned resolutlon,;
would "“act as a cOvordlnat1ng ‘body for activities relatlng to
development and co-operation and as a consultative orgen_of the
Executive Secretary of ECLAY. | ; N ' '

The resolution approved by the Ccmm15510n requests the
Executive Secretary of ECLA *to co- operate with the Governments
concerned on matters within his competence which s?e_of concern to
these countries” and further reduests him "to undestake studies and
promote initiatives designed to strengthen the co- operatlon of the
other member countries of ECLA and 1ntegratlon grouplngs of the
Latin American reglon with the Committee referred to in paragraph 1
especially in the case of those ccuntrxes w1th1n the area of action
of the ECLA offices in Mexico and Bcgota‘- B

Finally, the resolufion invites the Secreterj—ﬁeneral of the
United Nations, as well as the Administrator of the Unlted Natlcns
Development Programme, ‘to bear in mlnd the addltlonal respon81b111t1es
assigned to the sub-regional cfflce in Port of Spaln and the projects
in connexion with the work of the new Commlttee and the =ction

referred to in paragraph 3‘
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Resolution 350 (XVI), alorg with the other resolutions approved
by the Commission at its sixteernth session, was included in the
Annual Report of ECLA coverirg the period 1 March 1974-6 May 1975.

This Report was submitted for the consideration of the Economic and
Social Council of the United Natiorns, waich, at its 197th meeting

held on 22 July 1975 in Geneva, took note of it and of the resclutions
and recommendations contained therein. Thus, with this action on

the part of the Economic and Social Couzncil, ECLA has complied with
paragraph 10 of its Terms of Reference, according to which the Commission
may, with the approval of the Council, 2s:ablish such subsidiary

bodies as it deems appropriate, for facilitating the carrying out of

its responsibilities.

Subsequently, after secking the initial reactions of the
govérnments concerned and ccnsultirg with the Chairman of the Commission,
arrangements were made to ccnvensz the first session of the Conmittee
in Kavana from 31 October to 4 Wovember 1975, following the generous
offer of the Government of Cuba to serve as host. The provisional
agenda for the first session was circulated to the participating
governments specified in the resolution as document E/CEPAL/CDCC/1.

In relation to item 5 of the Provisicnal Agenda, concerning the
work programme of the Committee, the secretariat felt bound to present
as a working document some prelimirary proposals for the consideration
of the governments. In preparing this dccument account was taken of
the pertinent discussions ¢f the Commission at its Port of Spain
session, as well as the past experience gathered by the ECLA secretariat.
Moreover it was considered egsential, on the basis of a tentative draft,
that a team from the secretariat shoulé consult directly with the
participating governments about the possizle contents of the work
programme. ,

The consultations with member govermments underlined the need
for action by the Committee and the secretariat in three main spheres:
assistance in the promotion of economic ard social development, the

stimulation of better co-ordination withir the €aribbean sub-region,
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and promotion of co-ordination between the member countries of the
Committee and other members of ECLA as well as the integration
groupings of Latin America.

it was also generally underlined that in pursuing these
efforts the Committee would be helping the Commission to fulfil its
functions with respect to United Nations technical co-operation
programmes,:in.particulaf by collaborating in the promotion and

appraisal of these activities in the Caribbean. sub-region.
IT. GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

In the first place, it should be borne in mind that a number of
the member States of the Caribbean Development and Co-operation
Committee form part of an economic community (CARICCM),l/ while others
do not belong to any sub-regional group.2/ . The Committee is initially
made up of the following member States: the .Commonwealth of the Bzhamas,
Barbados, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica
and Trinidad and Tobago, with Belize and the West Indies Associated
States participating in their capacity as Associate Members of ECLA.3/

In preparing a work programme, past experiencé in promoting
co~ordination in the Caribbean needs to be taken into account. The
last hundred and fifty years there were several attempts by metropolitan
countries to set up some form of homogeneous grouping encompassing
various entities of the region, but none of these succeeded. In some

cases an-attempt was made to create political units, and in other

1/ Barbados, Belize, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago
and the West Indies Associated States (WISA), i.e., Antigua,
Dominica, St. K1tts-Nev1s -Anguilla, St. Lucia, St. Vincent
and Montserrat. . A

g/ The Commonwealth of the Bahamas, Cuba, Dominican Republic and
Haiti. |
3/ In line with resolution 358 (XVI), as Surlnam w1ll achleve its

independence in November 1975 it will be entitled to full -

membership in the. Commlttee on admission to United Nations and
ECLA membershipe
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cases to establish economic blocs. These attempts failed, essentiaily
because they did not take proper accouat cf the interests of the
countries of the region.

Such advances as arz now being achieved are different in that
they are based on fofmulas conceived by the countries of the region
themselves to serve their own interests and aspirations. Whatever
the strategies selected for develcpmeat znd co-operation in the
Caribbean, it is necessary to bvear in mind “hat if such strategies
are to have any chance of success the solutions should come basically
from the Caribbean itself.

In view of the disparities in size and levels of development
among the Caribbean area countries, it is also necessary to give
special attention to the development needs of the relatively less
developed countries, and particularly to those affected by their
limited population and tervitory.

Finally, it must be borne in mind thkat the Committee'’s work
programme needs to be compatible with the coummon interests which
the Caribbean and other countries of the Lztin American region and

other groups of developing countries are pursuing in the global context.
ITI. SPHERES OF ACTION

The most appropriate way of approaching the presentation of a
work programme for the Commities is ‘o identify the main problems
affecting the majority of the Caribbean ccuntries and to see how the
Committee and the ECLA secretariat, with assistance from the regicnal
and international commurities, could assist in overcoming these. In
view of the special features of the Caribbean countries and the nature
of their problems, it is indispensable that the approach should be
pragmatic and offer real posaibilitieé for action in the short
and medium terma

The majority of the member countries of the Committee lack
experience, resources aand adequate institutions for the formulation

and implementation of economic and sccial development policies
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designed‘tp attain full an& ﬁrodubtive employment of the labour
force. Also, it has clearlﬁ'emérged that the gbvernments place
particu}ar emphasis on structufal change and that concerted action
will be required both in the sub-region and in the international
community in order to provide the necessary 1mpetus and resources
for deallng with these problems. '

Within this context, stress was laid not only on the need
for improvements in natlonal programming but also on the need to
dovetail these efforts with those aimed at greater co-ordination

of programming at the CARICOM and also at the wider Caribbean level.

A. Technical co-operation among the Caribbean count;iggﬁ

The willingness of the countries themselves to share their
capacities and experience is an essential prerequisite for collective
action aimed at substantive changes of mutual benefit. Some of the.
countries possess a wealth of human, material and institutional -:
resources which they could place .at the disposition of other interested
countries. It has been observed that experts from a similar
environment frequently give more efficient assistance on account of
" their familiarity with the common problems of developing countries
and their greater ocapacity of adaptation to local conditioms.

Similar considerations could be applied to the technology available
in the countries of the Caribbean sub-region.

To expedite this process of mutual exchange, stress has ben
laid on the need to undertake special measures or programmes to
overcome language barriers - practical instruction in the English,
French and Spanish languages in all the member countries -~ and
eliminate deficiencies "in communication, data gathering and data
distribution. It was suggested, for example, that a system for
collecting technological and methodological data covering the sub-
region should be established, in close collaboration with the
universities and other research institutions of the area. It is also -
indicated that there is a need for the exchange of technology on low-

cost housing geared to the lowest income groups in both rural .and



- by

urban areas, and that these programmes be linked as far as possible

with those for community developmert. Another sphere that offers
possibilities for intra-Caribbean co-operstion is that of construction
methods, and in particular planning as regards infrastructural facilities
and the use of prefabricated elements in the construction of dwellings.

It is considered that a priority of the Committee should be
mutual sub-regional co-operation in the snheres of public health and
education, the latter especially in its relationship to the. exchange
of technology and particu’arly that vhich is most appropriate to the
member. States of the Committee for achieving increases in food
production. In the context of mutual sub-regional co-operation in
the transfer and adaptation of imporied technologies and the development
of indigenous technologies, particularly in food technology and food
production, it will be necessary to review the possibilities of
developiﬁg close collaboration among the universities, faculties and
institutes of technology, engineering and zgriculture in the area.

Collaboration amorg “he universitlies and other research
institutions could be the subject of a special sectoral meeting of
the Rectors of universities of the Caribbear who are to meet under
the sponso}ship of the Committee in Port of Spain in close collaboration
with the United Nations University. This meeting would discuss
science and technology, the production and processing of foodstuffs,
care for health (mainly in rural areas), zad educatiom in its
relationship to development.

Other activities of the Commiitee regarding mutual co-operation
could be: compilation and updatirg of specific requirements of the
Caribbean countries in priority cdevalopment sectors; collection and
updating of data on the resources available, including training and
development of human resources; exchange cf technical co-operation
among member countries {i.e., trainimg facilities, expert services,
consultant enterprises, supplies of eguipment, etc.), so as to facilitate
the utilization of the rescurces available on the basis of negotiations
among the governmente and/or through the execution of multilateral

and bilateral programmes and projects; definition of areas in which
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the member countries can provide technical co-pperation or take
advantage of ‘that offered by other countries: under similar conditions;
and provision of assistance to developing countries so that- they

can set up their own systems of mutual technical co-operation,

especially for: the relatively less developed countries. .

B. The agricultural sector

Problems in. the agricnitural Eecfpr_of ﬁhe majorityrof countries
in the Caribbean are partly.due t6 cqnstrainfsllinked with the '
structure of land tenure, lack or 1imited‘appiication of adequate
technology, ang preéence_ofAtransnational énterpriges Qn large
expanses of land, whicﬁqdo not take into éccdunt:the neeés and
objectives of domestic agriculture. ”_‘_-

Notw1thstand1ng the s1gn1f1cant co-pperatlon extended by the
international communlpq,angn:eglpnallagd sub-reglonal agencies,
;he‘fact,is that, in fhe,majo%ify 6f thé mémbe;‘céuntfies of the
Committee, domestic food pfoduction has ténded io J‘c"eme‘xinnstagnant°
This has led to 1ncrea51ng food 1mports that have contrlbuted to the
accentuatlon of palance of-payments deflclts, The importance of
surmounting the prohlems of thls sec+or is thus very 0bv1ous when
it relates to variables such as employment, supply of 1ndustr1al
inputs, the use of _resourges,, the level of 11V1ng of the rural
population, mlsrat;on from the rural areas to the cltles, and even the_
development of tourism. For this reason, 1n order to achleve harmonious
development of the Carlbbean sub-region greater efforts should be
made in this sector, i .

It is considered esp601ally necessary to undertake research
pertaining to tropical agrlculture; 1nclud1ng genetics, as technology
and equipment developed in other climates is not generally applicable
in the Caribbean.: In this regard it will be necessary to study the -
experiences of some of the member countries of the Committee in -
specific- branches of agricultural and livestock production, and to find
ways and means of disseminating the positive results obtained among

the member countries of the Committee. There-is also a need to-give.
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particular attention te the problems of transport, storage of foood
and food processing, and management aspects, all of which have special
features in the Caribbean.

It is also important tc ccnduct estudies directed towards the
wider and better use of apyropriate fertilizers and to take measures
to combat 50il erosion and deal with other eavironmental prodblems
which have long-range adverse e’fects om the agricultural sector.
Moreover, the development of agro-industry znd the setting up of
appropriate.agriculture structures couléd permit better eibloitation
of the potential for food productior. Firally, it is considered
fundamental to stimulate the active participation of the rural
population in the development process. ' ' ‘

National efforts to promote the formulation and impiementation
of rational policiés of égricultura; deve_ooment ought to bé analysed
jointly with the experience in co-operation already underway within
the framework of CARICGH, in order to identify new areas of co-operation
in agricultural production. Therefore, schemes élohg the lines of
those already being impiemenfed 25 bilateral or multilateralrprojects,
such as corn-soy bean production betveenm Trinidad, Guyana and St. Kitts
on the one hand and Belize and Jamaica on tae other could be devélopedf
Moreover, the'}eqﬁisite con&itiohsAcbuld be defined for.promoting
and organizing: (i) the sub-regional production and industrial
processing of crops; (ii) sssociations of producers-exportérstor
the shafing‘of experiences and promo:ion of reciprocal co-operétion in
the various'asﬁectslof the marketing'of égricultural produbfs;‘without

discounting the possibility of exporting as a group to third countries.

C. The industrial sector

The international end Caribbean agencies have co-operated
considerably with member countries of the Committee, but even so
industrial activity in the majori:y ¢f the countries is still incipient.
Substantial manufacturing growth will ensure a more rational use of
internal resources and stimulate tr:zde among the member countries,
while correcting the external disequilibrium by means of import

substitution and the expansion of exporis to countries outside the area.
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It -is also necessary to strengthen direct.linkages ‘between
agriculture and industry to achieve.a satisfactory structural balance,
particularly through agro-industries and-forest-based industries.

In this respect the Committee will havé to undertake a review of the
different degrees of industrialization in theé member countries so as ‘to
identify areas of complementarity and mutual co-operation. This review
should lead to concrete results such as the planning and design of
industrial plants, technico-economic feasibiility studies, definition of
more suitable arrangements for the exchange of technology, preparation of
programmes for the training of technical personnel etc. -The results thus
obtained could serve as a basis for formulating future action pléns of
wider scope; such as those investigdting the possibilities for
co-ordination of the induéfrial policy of member countries or groups
of countries with similar levels of devéldpment "keeping always in mind
the need to promote the industrialization of the relatively less - '~
developed countries.

. A consequence of these efforts could be the ‘formulation of a sub-
‘regional energy programme which would include the development of present
energy sources, supplemented by other types. (solar, nuclear, and wind) as
feasible, and the poolirng of efforts’ at’ the technical level. A further
consequence would be a better knowledge of indigenous raw materials, with
a view to their industrial utilization. ' ' A

Another area of co~operation could be the preparaticn of feasibility
studies on the setting up of wultinational Caribbean enterprises to
exploit specific natural resources such as bauxite, nickel and petroleum
based fertilizers with a view to achieving afhigher degrec of processing,

.o

bearing in mind the environmental implications.

D. The social sector

_dJointly wiph~the,urgen£ need. to. promote and accelerate social
development .through. changes in economic and socia; structures and the
creation of employment opportunities, it is recognized that it is
necessary to. consider the. diversity of situations existing both between
the member States of the Committee and within the countries themselves.
Special mention should be made of situations which affect actual levels
and trends of demographic variables,

PN
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Although, in comparison with the rest of Latin America, population
growth rates are not very high in mest courtries of the Caribbean, many
have problems such as high population density, internal migration with
excessive tendency to urbarization and ithe migration of qualified
personnel to countries outside the area. Cther problems indicated are
inadequate educational facilitiess and labcur training programmes, the.
deterioration of housing ard proliferation of shanty towns, inadequate
water supply, insufficient drainage facilities and, in general,
insufficient public Health services, znd high rates of malnutrition which
retard the development of “he individual and the family.

Bearing in mind that ECLA has a Regional Population Programme, it is
considered that activities destined t¢ serve the conditions and
requirements of the member States of the Committee should be included -
within the framework of this Programme. Among the main points to be
included, particular reference wmay be made to the areas of the migration
of gualified personnel and the “brain drain®, growth and mobility of the
labour force, low levels of employmen? and maldistribution of income, the
factors conditioning women's participation im the labour force, demographic
growth, redistribution of ths population and its incidence on regional
development, demographic and social statistics systems for planning,
fraining programmes in matters related =o population and its
interrelations with economic and social planning. In those fields, the
Regional Programme could collaborate with governments which so request in
the establishment and functioning of national institutions dealing with
demographic aspects of planning. -

In other fields of the socisl sector, and without underestimating
the internal efforts already mzds or the magnitude of those still to be
undertaken, the Committee will concertrate its attention on specific
projects, adapted to the strategies of dévelopment and the priorities of
its member States. As far as employuent is concerned, and taking into
account work already in progress, resesrch . would be in non-demographic
aspects such as the demard for labour in different economic organizations
(e.g., peasant economy, plantations, manufacturing), wages and/or income
obtained through employment and/or self-employmént;‘interest groups '
involved and their bargaining power. ‘

Within this context, “he action of the Committee will be directed

towards areas of common interest in which regional co-~operation can
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produce concrete results, benefiting from such things as the exchange of
technologies. -Special emphasis will be placed on the following aspects

relating to health and education.’

'E. Public health

It is recognized that substantial diffefences‘énd even extreﬁe
situations exist in this field, and priority attention should therefore
be given to efforts ajmed at their reduction, with particular attention
to the relatively less developed countries... Consequently, suitable areas
for international co-operation include those related to mother and child
health, the reduction of infant mortality, nutrition, environmental health,
development of human resources, extension of health services - especially
in rural areas - and improvement in statistical and information systems.

Within this. framework, attempts will be made to ensure that the
studies and economic programmes implemented under the auspices of the
Committee include, as much as possible, a specific component related to
their implications for health. . .

The Committee agreed on the desirability.- of setting up a
sub-fegionalhinstitution'to monitor and assist in the prevention of
epidemics and.the spread of communicable diseases affecting human,,
animal and plapt life within:the area.4/

N

F, EBEdutation and culture’

On the ba51s of past experlence in the reglon, the Commlttee will
orient 1ts efforts to help those countries or reglons which show signs
of relatlvely lesser development. In order to reach the obgectlves set,
the collaboratlon of acadenic centres of the Caribbean W1ll he sought
as well as that af 1nternat10na1 organ:l.zatlons°

Actlon in the f1e1d of educatlon, apart from the extenslon of
serv1ces and qualitative 1mprovements, will facilitate the promotion,
strengthenlng and preservation of Caribbean cultures. The approprlate
use of pub11c 1nformat10n medla, cultural exten51on, sports development
and systematlc cpllaboratlon among unlver51t1es and research
1nst1tut10ns in the area w111 be 1mportant components in educatlon
and cultural pOllCleSe '

&/ A preliminary suggestion was made that it might be located in Cuba.



The ‘assistance that may be provided to the countries of the
area through the UNESCO/ECLA/UNDP regicnal project on education and
development for Latin America and, the Caribbean, which is now in

course of execution, is worthy of rnote.
G. Tourism

For many years tourism was considered as a source of‘foreign
exchange earnings which helped to Peduce tie balance-of-paymehts
‘deficits of the Caribbear countries. ‘However, recent studies would
appear to cast doubts on this, since they show that many of the -
consumer goods and industrial inputs required to satisfy tourist
demand are imported, whiie a large proportion of tourist earnings
returns to the metropolitan ccuntries in the form of profits,
interest on investments, comm>ssions and royalties, leaving only a
small remainder for services and the salee of some artisan~type
products. The formulation of policies cn tourism should take into
account the real economic and social coatribution of this activity.
In any event, however, sigrificant investmenis in the hotel industry
and in other instazllations designed o attract foreign tourists
actually exist, and these, together witl the labour force employed
in tourism, makes it imperative to assign resources capable of
improving its operatlon and cortrlbutLon to the economy as a whole.

Any multlnatlonal strategles and pragects for the development
of tourism Whlch are formulated should also place empha51s on tourlsm
of the cultural type, while at the same twme adoptlng measures
destlned to increase the number of visitors and intensify substitution
of imported inputs and the utilization of national resources, to
ensure that greater benefits are reaped from tourism by the countries
of the sub~region. Since most of the tourism to the Caribbean comes
from the métropolitan countries (United Stdfes and Westefn Eurdbe),
programmes should be studied and formulated for promotlng tourism
from the rest of the world and especially from Latin America to the
Caribbean and vice verss, with a view to stimulating phe interchange
and improving mutual acquaintance and sentiments of mutual solidarity

and co-operation.
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Special efforts should be made to prevent tourist facilities for
foreigners from dislddging the nativnal population from their own
. centres of attraction or creating any type of éocial discrimination. -
It is also necessary to adopt measures so that such facilities do not
affect either the environment or the potential exploitation of the
natural resources of member countries. A related problem is that of
sales of land adjoining beaches to persons or foreignAénterprises
from the metropolitan countries. Furthermore, preventative measures
should be taken against social problems exported from the metropolitan
countries, like drugs, prostitution and gambling.

 The Committee will Seek the collaboration of the Caribbean Tourist

Research Centre, among other institutions, in order t¢ formulate
tourism projects that aid the economic davelopment of the member States
of the Committee. ‘ ' ‘ '

Considering the wide importance of tourism in the Caribbean,
it is generally accepted that a meeting at the expert level should
be convened to analyse, among other things, the extent to which
tourism really favours the Caribbean countries, and to work out means
that would ensure the retention in *he countries of the greatest

benefits deriving from tourism.5/

H. T;gﬁgpqrt, coﬁmunicatipns and félated.séyvicéé

An integratibn-problem which is much more crucial for the
Caribbean than for other sub-regional groupings is the fact that
nearly all the member countries of the Committee are separdted by
varying expanses of sea. An efficient shipping service between them
is thus an indispensable prerequisite for the success of any
integration effort, A considerable amount of technical co-cperation
has been provided in this respect, as well as in the improvement of
installations and equipment and of port organization, but the question
of inter-islard shipping by schooners which handle the bulk of trade,
especially of agricultural goods between .the smaller islands and the

rest of the Caribbean, has not yet received the special attention it

deserves.,

5/ Cuba would be prepared to consider the possibility of hosting
this meeting if necessary.
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The recently established Carikbzzyp Multinational Shipping
Corporation (NAMUCAR) could be thes basis for solving some of the
problems encountered, but thers are dthers for which the Committee's
action would be reguired. These includfe in the first instance a
thorough- study of the shipving service provided by schooners or other
coastal vessels among the smaller islands znd between them and the
rest of the Caribbean, with a2 viev to oroposing for implementation
a rational shipping scheme of suitatle and adequately equipped.
coastal vessels in order to complement‘the West Indies Shipping
Corporation (WISCO) and other shipping enterprises in the work of
transhipment. The co-ordiration of thesz sBervices with WISCO activities
is a primary area for action.

Action should also include mezsures to protect against unilateral
decisions by the shipping conferences on freight rates.and services,
the formulation of a common shkipping rolicy aimed at harmonizing the
legal provisions on shipping, the promotion of the establishment of
new sub-regional transport ussrs'! councils and associations and
machinery. for consultation betweern these and the shipping conferences,
and the improvement and co~ordination of port development policies
with a view to improving the installations, equipment and methods of
organization and operation of port facilities. Among other problems
to be faced are the introduction of new unitized systems of cérgo by
transport enterprises, along with the reorganization of insurance,
customs and other activities in Line with these aystems. - The
establishment of navigation schools and other maritime institutions
for the training of seamen should be stimulated.

In the field of air transport, there are various State-owned
and private airlines in the zrea, but their opérations are mainly
oriented towards extra-regional tresusport. Furthermore, there are
no circuits linking the majerity of the wember countries of the
Committee. The infrequency of regular flights limits a larger flow
of passengers, and thé air transport of light cargo does not seem to
be significant. Tor these reasons the possibilities of improving

air-transport intercommunications should be studied.
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Similarly, telephone, telegraph and postal communications are
still very deficient. Improvement in these fields would result in
increased relations and would facilitate the implementation of
programmes and projects which fall within the scope of the Committee.
It is therefore necessary to study ways of improving these services

through the adoption of adequate measures.

I. Marine resources

More rational advantage should beltaken of the fishery resources
of the Caribbean as, among other things, their exploitation would
contribute to a considefable increase in the supply of iéw-pricedA
protein-yielding foods, with the double advantage of substituting
imports of high-cost meat products and helping to lower the cost of
basic subsistence and improving the nutritional level of the population.
In addition to this, the adequate developmenf of fisheries, including
coastal fishing and fish farming,‘could~provide new products for
export outside the area and create employment in fisheries, in plants
for the processing and packing of marine products, and in the - .o
construction and repair of fishing vessels.

It will be necessary to examine environmental protection of
the Caribbean and its shore line from such dangers as oil spillage
and its adverse effécts on the exploitation of marine resources,

The availability of live marine resources in the area and their
processing at sea and in shore-based plants will also be studied.

In order to help the member States of the Committee to protect
their basic rights and essential economic interests as regards
marine resources and to deal comprehensively with these matters, it
has been requested that the ECLA secretariat convene a special
meeting of the member States of the Committee, at the expert level,
with the participation of other interested Latin American countries
which come within the area of action of the ECLA office in Mexico

and the ECLA office in Bogota and have a coastline on the Caribbean.
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. ‘8ince the issue of he Lew ¢f the Sea is not within the area
of competence of ECLA, the secreatarizli should request, on behalf of -
the member States of the Commiltee, the strongest possible support
from the Sécretariat of the Third United Nations Conference on:the-
Law of the Sea, within-thz limits of ¥ts own competence and practical
possibilities.

The agenda of the meeting of experts should include, inter alia,
an exchange of views on the issues being examined at the Conference
on the Law of the Sea, with a view fo'hnif#ingaﬁeéitidné‘éf the’
Conference, and an ana1y51s of the posuxbi"tles of obtalnlng, w1th1n
the framework of the future Geaerai Law of the Sea, a spec1al
regime on’the Law of the Sea for tie qulboean.f The group'of éxperfs
should present to the Conmlttee their comments and recommendatlons

© for future polltlcal actlono6/

“'J. Coastal ares deve opment

- If coastal areéas are defined as 'thae ‘nterface between land and
sea, where the sea -substantially influences the environmental aspects
of the land bordering it. ther aliost akl “he region-covered by the
member. countries of the Committee crrstitutes a coastal area, and
its deVelepment‘should-consequently-be undertaken-thirough a
wultidiaciplinary approach... - :

The Caribbean sub-region is particularly suiﬁable,for'this-
approach,. since a large ipart of the lhumen activity is concentrated
along the sea,-and-this;constituteéo in addition ‘to similarities
in historic and cultural traditiens, & furtier unifying factor
between the countries. In view cf this; the Group of Experts on
Develoyment of Coastal Areas, corvened by the United Nations . in
New York from 11 to 15 Novembar 1974, recommended the planned
development of the Caribbean sub-region, using-the expertise.of -the

entire United Nations system in technical and scientific matters.7/ -

&/ It is recommended that the ECLA secretariat convene the meeting of
experts in January 1976 and accepi the generous offer of the
Government of Trinidad and Tobago to serve as host for the meeting.

/4 See Marine guestions, coastal area management and development.
Peport of the Secretary-Geazral (Document /5608, 8 Hay 19757.
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The Committee will examine in due course the programme of
development recommended by the Group of Experts, which includes a
numhey of objectives relating, inter élia, to information collection,
the study of beach erosion and sedimentation, the problems presented
by the exploitation of offshore oil, dangers from land-based pollution,
the investigation of transport and distribution, strategy formulation
for the utlization of swamps and wetlands, and the promotion of
recreation, tourism and fishing. - A1l these activities would be
embodied into concrete projects such as surveys on coastal resources
and activities, land use and pollution control, erosion, tourism, and

fisheries, as well as training and its regional application.

K. Regional co-operation

In ‘resolution 350 (XVI) the Conmlsslon reafflrmed the 1mportance
of economic co~operatlon and 1ntegratlon as one of the means of
achieving economic and soc1al progress 1n the sub-reglon.' The ECLA
member States from Latin Amerlca and the Carlbbean, for their part,
have reaffirmed the 1mportance of conoperatlon and co-ordination of
their economlc pollcles as one of the means for attalnlng the economic
and soc1a1 progress of the reglonou The reoent ereation of the Latin
American Economlc System (SELA) offers w1de scope for ach1ev1ng this
obJectlve. The act1v1t1es and wor programme of the Commlttee w111
correspond to the will expressed in the constltutlve document of SHLA.

In this connexlon, the work programme_of the Committee will
include the studies required to complement integration efforts already
under way in the sub-region. Among others, it will include studies
that could help member countries not belonging to CARICOM to take
decisions on forms of closer co-operation between themselves and the
Community, and it could likewise help members of CARICOM to decide on
the advisability of expanding CARICOM or creating some other form of
association with the other Caribbean countries. . _ .

~Consideration will also be given to the organization of markets
within the sub-region aimed at expanding intra-regional trade, including
the promotion of import substitution at the sub-regional-level, with

adequate safeguards.
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Resolution 358 (XVI) further requests the Executive Secretary
of ECLA ".,;‘tq—undertake studies and promote initiatives designed to
strengthen‘the co-operation of the other member countries of ECLA and
integration.groupings of couniries of the Latin American region'with
the Committee... especially in the case of those countries within '
the area of action of the ECLA offices in Mexico and Bogdté“. This
reflects some of the concerns which have been growing up in recent
years regarding the possible linking-up ol such sub-regiohal Latin
American groupings as CARICOM, the Central American Common Market and
the Andean Group. '

' To date, proposals aboﬁt thesz two aspects have been of a
preliminary nature and have involved outlines of studies aimed at
identifying points .where such a link would appear to be most promising
and quantifying the magnitude and type of resources required for such
projects as may be considered most viatle.

In view of the mandate given irn resolution 358 (XVI), the
Committee will examine this subject so as to give the secretariat
a basis for programming -these future activities. During their first
stage, these activities would be oriented towards the preparation of
comparative analyses of the three irntegration schemes mentioned, the
examination of alternative developrent options or proépects, and the
encouragement of mutual co-operaticn, so as to seek targefs which
would help to maximize the muitiplier effects and the momentum of

the integration efforts.

L. Egjernaticnal trade

One of the most outstanding characteristics of the majority of
the Caribbean countries is that they are highly dependent on fo:eigg
trade. Moreover, a very important part of their exports consists of
ravw materials whose production and trading are still mainly in the
hande of large transnational entersrises.

Nevertheless, some of these countries have wide experience both
in the field of integration, as is the case of CARICOM, and in
import substitution and other developmeﬁt aspects, inéluding various
types of State control, both in foreign itrade activities and in

external financing.
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This shows the need to seek appropriate forms of diversification
- and expansion of trade relations with other countries of the areﬁ; to
stimulate even more commercial interchange, and consideration of -
mechanisms which restrict or eliminate the adverse influence of ..
transnational enterprises. - L o B . ;

At the same time, account must be taken of. the 1mpact on the
balance of payments of these. countries exeried by inflation which
has its origin in certain developed countries, and which is transmitted
through importation thus aggravating the external financial situation .
of the developing countries and seriqusly impairing the. implementation
of their development plans. )

For these reasons the work programme of the Commlttee must
include an analysis of the external trade of all its member States,
in order to determine the nature of the’obstacles to trade and
identify those products where possibilities exist for increasing
reciprocal trade. Within this framework it would be necessary to
consider studies on tariffs and customs procedures affecting external
trade, and such other related‘matfers as transport and communications,
with a view to co-ordlnatlng 1nterchange and 51mp11fy1ng customs <
procedures, - o ' '

A further task will be the determination of tradeé obllgatlons
and commitments with third’ countrles, separating out these of an
extra-regional character (e.g.; those deriving from GATT or from the’
association of some’ of the Caribbean ¢ountries with countries of groups
of countries outside the Latin American region). This will Serve to
clarify the situation as regards-the obstacies which may stand in the
way of the co-operation process as a result of such extra-regional
relationchips and commitments, The preceding tasks should also
be viewed in the light of the specific problems being faced by
Caribbean countries as regards the traditional export items and the
need to preserve or to seek favourable treatment for those commodities

abroad.
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The efforts of the countries which make up the Committee, through
their asctions within other organizations such as the Latin American
Economic System (SELA) and the Group of latin American and Caribbean
Sugar Exporting Countries (GEPLACEA), could contribute significantly
to the possibilities for intra-regional trade as well as trade with
countries outside the sub-region.

In view of the importance that the countries attribute to
international trade, it is accepted that z meeting of experts should
be convened as soon as studies in this field to identify the problems
confronting the countries Lave been completed and circulated. The
central purpose of the meeting would be to delineate the concrete
actions that the member States czn take in order to stimulate their

reciprocal trade.

. Natural disasters

The Caribbean sub~region often suffers the effects of natural
disasters, mainly hurricanes, which cause great loss.of life and
Severe damage. In addition to the assistance that the Committee
could endeavour to promote within the United Nations system, it
is considered necessary that the preventicn of the adverse effects
of this type of phenomena should be included as an extra element in
development plans, policies or strztegies of member countries. It
is also considered necessary to set up a sub-regional network of
early warning systems so as Lo be able to alert the poepulation in
time. The combined improvement of meteorclogical and telecommunications

systems is a key factor ir this respect.
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Annex 4

ADDRESSES DELIVERED AT THE OPENING HMEETIHNG
OF THE COMMITTEE
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TEXY OF STATEMENT MADE BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OT THE UNITED
NATIONS AT THE FIRST SESSION OF TIE CARIBBEAN
DEVELQPMENT AND CO-QPERATION COMMITTEL

Havana, Cuba, 3m§ovembef 1975 - -

Your Excellencies, ladles and gentlemenu

I am glad to onen. the flrst session of the Carlbbeaﬁ Development
and Co~operation Committee. The establishment of this Committee
reflects a loag-standing concern of its lember Governments and of the
United Nations. A relatively short time has elapsed since the
initiative for its creation was put . forward in Port of Spain, at the
sixteenth session of the EZconomic Commission for Latin America, chaired
by Prime ilinister Eric Williams of Trinidad and Tobago. The beoard
support this initiative received in the Commission, and later in the
Economic and Social Council, augurs well for the future work of the
Committee. I know I reflect the feelings of all present here when I
express my sincere appreciation to the Goverament of Cuba for its warm
and generous hospitality.

The fact that this meeting is taking place with such a
distinguished proup of 'Caribbean representatives is also significant
in various other ways. . It certainly counstitutes a clear cemonstration
of the growiung desire-of Caribbean peoples to build upon their shared
affinities and to explore together how best. to unite their efforts to
accelerate their economic and social development. - Such efforts will no
doubt. be undertalten within -the overall context of Latin Amerlcan econoiic
COwoperaulon and. global 1nuerdependeﬂce. :

That this broader movement of constructive co-operation should
develop in the Caribbean at this particular moment is most encouvraging
and should be warmly welcomed. It will doubtessly facilitate the
Fulfillment of the responsibilities of -the United Nations system and of
ECLA, and will complement the mast valuable work being conducted by
other intergovernmental organizations such as the Caribhean Community,

he Caribbean Develonment Banli and the East Caribbean Common Harket.
It should also seek to harmonize its action with other endeavours of
develonment co-operation within and ouiside Latin America.

We must not underestimate the wagnitude of the task before us in
redressing the dangerous economic and social imbalauces that still
prevail in the liviag standards of nations and peoples, and in the
satisfaction of their economic and social needs and aspirations. Ve
have been moving forward, but much to slowly, especially when we recall
that two-thirds of humeniiy have conditions of 1life that are totally
unaccentable on humanitarian, economic¢ and social grounds. TFurthermore,
the maintenance of international peace itself cannot be ensured without

. N ¥
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the elimination of the serious disparities that uaforiunately still
exist between the few who are afifluent and the many who are poor.
Vhile there is no substitute for the internal efforts that each nation
must malke to accelarate its own economic snd social progress, it is
equally evident that in this increasingly interdependent world no
country and no people, regardless of size or sealth, can forego
international co~operation. Although these are very fundamental
premises, their Tull acceptance and application by the international
community has proved to be very difficult. Nevertheless, we should be
encouraged that these n»roblems arez now receiving intensified
international attention and understanding and are given a far higher
priority for action, so that we may achieve effective solutions througi
mutually acceptable processes of negotiation.

It is in this spirit that we should view with optimism the advances
made at the recent seventh special session of the General Assenbly
devoted to international cowcperation end development. The unanimous
agreements reached there will surely facilitate the difficult
negotiations that lie alead. The Declaration and Programme of Action
for the Establishment of a New International Economic Order together
with the Charter of Economic Rights znd Duties. of States, and the more
specific measures agreed upon at the special session should serve as
the basic framework for continuing action by all Member Nations. It
is essential -that sincere poliitical will on the part of all concerned
must prevail in the dialogue that will now follow. That is perhaps
the main function that the United Nations machinery is called upon to
perform - to provide a dynamic znd continuing forum where fundamental
problems and differences can be clearly identified; where the
willingness to persist in the search for satisfactory solutions becomes
the essential ingredient of negotiation; and where agreed solutions may
be implemented with determination amd in good faith. We shall be judged
harshly if we are not willing and canable of meeting the pressing
challenges and responsibilities before us in the establishment of a new
international economic order.

In this vwrocess; the Cari»bean countiries and peoples have a commo:
need for mutual co-operation, and as this meeting clearly demonstrates,
the determination to achieve it. The wvaluable integretion efforts
already underway in this area clercrly reflect this co-operative approach,
as does the recognition of the special problems and needs of the least
developed Caribbean countries. I am sure that, as was the experience
with ECLA's Committee, of Economic Co-operation in Central America,
this Caribbean Committee will prove tc be a useful mechanism for
convergent action not only within the Caribbean area itself, but also
with the rest of Latin America and the United Nations membership as a
whiole. Horeover, given the spirit and vigour of the Caribbean peoples
and their leaders, I am confident that the whole international
community will benefit from the fruitful contributions that we have
come to expect Ifrom then.

Therefore, I sincerely wish all of you great success in the
importent common venture which you are launching today.
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. ADDRESS DELIVERFED BY DR. CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ, DEPUTY PRINME
. MINISTER IN CHARGE OF THE FOREIGH RELATIONS SECTOR AMD -
HEAD QF THE CUBAN DELEGATION

Dr. Earique Iglesias, Executive Secretary of ECLA,

Dr. Gabriel Valdés, Representative of UNDP,

Licenciate Jaime Moncayo, Permanent Secretary of SBLA,-

Mr. William Demas, President of the Caribbean Development Bank,
lir. Bdwy Talma, Deputy Prime linister of Barbados, -

Ministers aund Representatives of the Member Countries,
Representatives of ianteraational agencies,

Comrade members of the Revolutionary Goverament:

For the Cuban people and its Revolutionary Govermment it is both
a privilege and a gratifying responsibility that the member countries
of "this Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee decided to
hold its first meeting on our island. :

The Caribbean consciousness of the Cubans arose at the same time
as their Latin American consciousness, and botih blossomed over a century
apgo, evoked by their incipient national feelings. José Marti, who was
in all things farseeing, .said in his time that ‘"The Antilles ... must
together be liberated or together mperish®, but, as he had faith in
the peoples, e knew that aur Aintilles would liberate themselves.

Today, we are meeting on the road to liberation that we have.
decided to undertalre. Tou can be sure, esteemed lMinisters and
representatives of our region, that the hospitality extended to you
by our people is not merely a sign of that Cuban courtesy which has
become proverbial, but alsc an expression of the fraueraity stemming
from the very heart of a Cuba tnat feels deeply.ropted in. lts Caribbean
. areas !

We would all have been nleased if the first meeling of our
Committee could have been carried out with the presence -~ s0 desired
by himself - of the. Secretary-General of the United Nations, the
Honorable Kurt Waldheim. We Qeenly regret his absence this morning,
since it is due to the painful fact that in a region in the process of
.being decolonized, and among countries oi our .own Lnderdeveloﬁed world,
the danger of war has arisen. - :

We understand the obligations that keep the Secretary-General at
_ United Hations Headguarters. In the midst of the siruggle for its.
survival, when it decided to be compleiely independent, Cuba itself
constituted for a moment the epicentre of a possible world conilict.
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We cannot foreget that the firsi visit of a Secretary-General of
the United Hations to this land came aboui at such z moment of imminent
catastropine for all of humanity. The fact that the Prime Minister of
Cuba thex consented to the emergency visit requested by U Thant was
proof that Cuba knew how to assume its obligations toward the
international commuaity and nalued, in all its inestimable dlmen51on,
tlie supreme importance of ‘peace in our time'. Likewise, the refusal
of the Commander-in-Chief of the Cuvbans, Fidel Castro, backed by all
of our people, to submi to the dictates which a power which then
believed its threals to be irresistible tried to force upon us was
supreme evidence that this small ccuntry nreferred nuclear immolation
to the humiliation aund the conteunt of its sovereign rights.

We are certain that in that lramatic episode, Cuba, through the
teadfastness of its people and leccders, made a clear contribution to
the cause of those countries which count solely oan moral weapons %o
guarantee independence. Ue also served, beyoand a doubt, the attainable
dream of many millions of human beings who wish peace between nations
to be a peace with dignity for 2ll.

How, lir. Executive Secretary of ECLA, illustrious leaders of the
brother countries of the region, representatives of international
orpanlzatlons, we meet in a differeat stmosphere. There still persists
against Cuba the economic blocliade utilized by the power that used it,
along with military attaclks and attemnts at diplomatic isclation, as a
means ol coercion of our sovereign decisions. But the policy that
inspired these aggressions has been defeated and its instigators and
subordinate executors have disappeared into the void of history.

We are here in the exercise of a pluralism whiclh is the basis of
the growing international detente. Allow me to say that on implementing
its willingness to eunter into dialogue, Cuba merely reaffirms what its
highest representative has so often reiterated: that we shall be frieads
of our friends, that we reswzct those who respect us, and that we shall
use our oifensive capacity oaly to defend ourselves.

I take this opportunity to inform you that this policy is being
discussed and approved by all the adul:s and young peojle in our
country - more than six million Cuvans - as they examine, in an open
forum, the Draft Constitution of the Repvblic and the Draft Programmatic
Platform of the Commuanist Party of Cuba on the eve of its First Congress.

Therefore, nothing could be more fully in keeping with our Latin
American and Caribbean aspirations than the initiative of the illustrious
Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, Dr. Eric Williams, which led,
during the recent sixteenth session of ECLA in Port of Spain, to the
resolution to create this Caribbean Development and Co-operation
Committee that we are setting un today.
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I recall now that when we met seven years ago in Venezuela, I had
the opporturity of suggesting to the then Execuitive Secretary of the
Economic Conmission for Latin Apmerdca; Mr., Carlos Quintana, the
desirability of starting the study of all the possibilities for
subregional co-operation in the Caribbean. Shortly afterwards, when
our friend Dr. Enrique Izlesias, whom I am happy to greet on behalf of
the Revelutionary Goverament, took over.this office, we also discussed
in great detail Cuba‘s concegts on the prospects of this area in whlch
we are located.

At that time, we were not only dispersed, but also sn»lit and
counterposed. But Cuba had faith in history and in the peoples that
« in the final analysis - determine it. Ve knew that the moment for
Latin American union was not far off and that the inexorable
contradiction with those who have plusndered, stagnated and divided us,
would lead us to rid.ourselves of the rulers in-lackev's livery and
join hands- de5ﬁ1te differing criteria.’

‘That is what we are doing now in Latin America.:
And the Caribbean cannot be absent from this continental task.

Because in-this Caribbean - aid especially in its Antilles -
the urpgent need for changes and for the unity to set them in motion
is more pressing than in any other part of our America.

We could quote maay ecovomists and sociologists.in order to
explain our problems and outline our difficulties. But, many centuries
ago, poets usurped the divine gift of defining and summarizing. And
there is a poen Which,-'accordinU to the'legehd, was written by
Nicolas Guillen, Antillean, in the year nineteen hundred and thirty four®,
which paints a masterful picture of our afflictions. In it, we read:

"West Indiesi, coconuts, tobacco, brandy ...
blackwskinned folks with a smile always handyli
Consgervative and liberal too;

raise some catile and cane for you.

Here some days there's cash to be had,
but most of the time you live pretty bad.”

. “We've got Chinese,” white, black and mixed;
W butv remember that our colors are chean,

for after years of contracts and tricks -

So there's no ''stable tone’ ag you can sgee.®

We have been countries of:

Wlerracotta colonels, :

politicoes +hat rob and flaunt,®

Where 1t wog believed that:

‘“Yankees give us meoney

to clear away the clouds;®
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And people were advised that Yit's not just bending your back,
but also bowing your hezdi.

And always - as the pcet said - "lLet the dance go on!"

Unfortunately, these verses writtsn in 1934 are still only too
topical. In a very recent study or "Ths United States and the Caribbean",
published with the sponsozrship of Columbia University, the North
American Frank McDonald describes in scientific terms what Guillen
had summed up in imagery: transnational company executives, the almost
always white "elite™, the prcfessional middle class '"caught in the
undesirable situaticn of knowing what the majority of the population
under it must be suffering, while it accepts a reasonable portion of
the profits, goods and services whichr fall to it from above',

If we are here it is because we know this and we want to change
it. We are not all in agreement concerning the ways of carrying out
this change. But we do know that any change means defense of the wealth
that up to now we have been swirndlzd out of and also economic development
that ~ although unavaoidably baszed orn the capacity of our peoples for
sacrifies and creation - none of us carn achieve only by ourselves.

The conviction that ths bettle against underdevelopment must be,
unaveidably, a joint fight by tkossz who have been condemmed to economic
stagnation is derived, in the first place, from the criterion that
that underdevelopnent is not an invetible consequence of the poverty,
reduced size and much less of any gene:ic incapacity of the peoples
for progress, but that rather, on the contrary, it is a historical
fact which centres around the phenomenon of past colonialism and
contemporary imperialism. Rostow's wseudo-scientific explanations
have proved as prematurely obsolete azs those of Gumplowicz a century
ago.

. We are not underdevelcped, we were forced to remain in
underdevelopment. Therefore, our development is somewhat more than

the drafting of a plan for develozment. Above all, it means defending
ourselves from those who wish to kee» us backward in order to continue
despoiling us, and see in the possible growth of our economies merely a
vehicle for modern and more subtle ways of utilizing the natural
resources of these lands.

The creation of the Ccmmittee in which we are gathered together
indicates that the countries of the Caribbean have decided in favour
of this imperative unificatioa of efforts. But, it must be said, we
are not attempting to Lsolate our geograshic subregion, nor do the
member countries believe that the Caribbean can progress apart from the
objectives of progress that Latin dmerica as a geographic and historical
unit has set itself.

The members of the Caribbean Committee have growing bilateral and
even multilateral links with the neighbouring countries, and we all
consider the establishment of the Latin American Economic System a
decisive step in the history of the continent. I feel that I am
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interpreting a ‘urnanimously shared feeling in welcoming lMr. Jaime Moncayo,
ecutlve Secretary of SELA, and saying to.him that the Caribbean _

wishes to unite in order .to join, with that added strength derived fronm
our co-ordination in the impulse which the cause of the development of
Latin fmerica has received uhrough the conou;tuulon of a body where,.

for the first time, our America is gainered without exclusions and can,
therefore, speck “with its full voice' to the ‘other America’, be it in
the dialogue of neﬂotiations, which we desire; in protest, when
necessary, or in gquarrel when - a8 has happened so many times - we are
not left any ather ulternatlve, .

Perhans those who view this association of countries from a
distance con51der that their diverse colonial origins, which lefi their
mark in different languages and diverse cultural influences, might ,
prove to be an obstacle to the co-operation we have begun. Deyond &
doubt, lansuage barriers separate us, aund the Spaaish, Baglish, Irench
and Duucn colonial molds have stamped’ gubstantial differences among us.
It is precisely because of this that in the p programme of action which
we shall begin to e tamine, primary 1nterest is devoted to the learaing
of langua s;es 50 that the obstacles become Ilnks and, at une same time,
the cultural exchanges which will bring. us ‘closer together are ossured.

But it nust be said, furthermore;'that we have_a common foundation.
On the one haad, unlike certain regions of the continent where the
aboriginal peoples had created cultures which were integrated with
Buropean civilization in reciprocal influences, our Caribbean aborigiaes,
some Tierce, others excessively gentle, had not yet overcone the
primitive stage. Almost all of them were exterminated without leaving
cultural traces. The colonizers became the lords of these islands and
brought from Africa the blacks which they needed for slave lebour. Vhat
appeared to be dazzling g6ld deposits and the prospects created by sugar,
attracted toward the Caribbean the ambitions of the emerging Furopean
capitalists who disputed Spain's predominance. The Caribbean came to
be, as Dr. Williams described it, "The Cockpit of Europe“ Yhether
the lords were Raglish, French or Spanish, the workers came from the
same Alrican tribes. Thus, the blaclks contrlouted the common iagredient.
Their mythological beliefls and their songs of nain and protest vermeated
the cultures of opnosite.- orlﬁlns, Latin or Saxon. Then the creoles
evolved and, whether black or white, although we speak phonetically
a different language, we all res»ond to the echoes of fhe saue drums
and we move to the beat of the same rhythm., TFurthermore, we carry
within us a common grief produced by the long colonial servitude. .nd
lastly, we are united by this sea, once posulated by pirates and
corsairs, and which now serves as a link for common ventures.

Yhere is, therefore, nothing artificial in our decision to unite.
And the progranme preseinted for our consideration by the ECLA
secretariat confirms this. The advances in the study of our mutual
languages and the cultural interrelation whicl we procalimed will be
instrumental toward an efficient exchange in the Tfields of education
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and public health, researclh in agriculture and cattle ralslng as well
as in the industrial production of Ffoods. We are expected to examine
the nossibilities in the field of transpcrtatioa, where steps as
important as HAHUCAR have already bYeea taken. ' The independeince of our
commualcatlons with respect %o the traas;atlonal monovolles should bve
an immediate obgect1Vea

On the otiier handy; the existence of vast mineral depositis
- petroleun, nickel; bauxite, iron - provides us with the opportunity
ol coming to an agreement and workimg with other SELA countries in order
to take advaqtage of the conditions cf a market that will be gquite
broad when ii'passes from insular %o Caribbean: ' Thus, we shall obtaia
the bene;lts of economies of scale and of the spec1a11zat10n ‘that they
will make avallable.

We‘cannot but talke into account, in drawing up this progranme,
the experiments in co-ordination which have taken place up to now.
CARIFTA, CARICOM and the Caribbean Develonment Bank are antecedents
which aid us. The existence of thase Lnstruments’ whiclh have already
beein created will not be wea&eneo, but on the contrary, will be
strengthened in proportion as tihe work »rogramme we are to discuss in
our sesslon pressures us with its demands. Ve extend cordial greetings
to Dr. Demas, President of the Boni. '

) - The rules of procedure that our exderts have dlSCUused in tne
initial phase will nrovide the necessary framework for future action.
They are conceived to prevent the Committee from becoming one more
Tormal mechanism within the international bureaucratic system, which
has given rise to so many criticisms. It denends on us to make it an
effective instrument of work. This is 'a responsibility which we assume
before our 7eov1e°°’ ° o R '
he Commzttee is defined by the sane resolution ‘that brought i
into existence as “a permanent uu351d1arj body of the EconomlcComm1531on
for Latin America on a poveramental level™ ... At times il is Torgotien
that ECLA is not an administrative body, but rather a meeting of
governments, and that if thut body stops being effective at any time,
the governmments are in no small way responsible.

Precisely because this Committee is a subsidiary of ECLA, we face
1e problem of how to veconcile ihe interesis of our cousniries, when
they organize themselves to defend and promote their developmeat, with
the presence and action in ECLA of non-Latin American powers whose
metropolitan and neocolonial aims centradict those aspiratioans, Cuba
would like to point out, with complete frankaess, that it finds in that
contradiction an additional motive for continuing to proclaim, as we
did in Quito, the need fcr the uCOHOMlC Commission for Latin America
to have a structure corresmonding to its name and its aims, so that it
wonld once aad for all be an Economic Commission of Latin “merlcan ‘and
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for Latin America = something which will not necessarily nmake it a
body counternosed to continental and international dlalogue. In this
~context, SELA gives us an evamnle to lmlmate,

As members of the United Nations system, the member countries
expect from that system’s agencies, when organizing the Commitiee, not
only understandlng of its aims but also help in their fulfillment. The
presence in this room of gualified representatives from some agencies
called upon to work for us, guarantees that:aspiration. Let us
emphasize that the Committee is confident that the United Nations
Development Programme, renresented here by an, imirent Latin Americaa,
Dr. Gabriel Valdes, will provide its continuous co-operation Ifor the
subregional studies and programmes der1v1nb from our act1V1ty,

Nelther the Carlbbean nor Latin Amerlca can llve 1solated within
its borders, regardless‘pf how vast. these may be. Geography and
history have joined us to all corners of the world. Our aborigines
‘'discovered’ the Buropeans when the latter arrived at these coasts in
. search of other lauds. From Africa came the men who were.to leave
their blood here to enrich the minorities that had occupied these
territories. -

Asia and ancient Oceania may have been the source of the origianal
settlers of this part of America, and from those same rezions there
arrived later, as tricked semi-slaves; thousands of working men. No
reglon iz the world was absent from this nlstorlc staﬂe.»

Our closest neig hbours were presenu and: especlally ac't:l.ve° This
is not the moment to recouant offenses, nor dees Cunba want - at this
solemn hour.=- %o use common forums to defend iis specific criteria.

But in the most recent meetings of Latin American countries with the
United States,. there have already been many voices that have nroclaimed
the need for organizing relations arising- fron an’ 1nvolunt ey proximity
on a different basis.

The Latin American Econonic System will be a proper body.ifor
this purpose, and our Committee, in its more restrlc»eu orbit, musi
act in tae sane spirit.

We'are sure that the. decision of Canafa to lool 1acrea51n51y
towards the south of the continent will contribute to this. 4.
developed country, with enormous potentiazl resources, and equipped with
modern technology end capable of transferring it, Canada is free of

- harmful fraditions whioh »rovolke - as in other cases - the resentiment
or distrust of Latin America. I .our recent conversations with the
highest Canadian authorities, we have noted that the aspirations of
Latin fAmerica ere not alien to them. - The comiag visit of the
Prime Minister of Canada, Pierre Elliot Trudeau, to lexico, Venezuela
and Cuba, will constitute a waluable opportunity for the ranprochement
50 necessary to the Caribbean and Latin, America. - s . ce
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Gentlemen:

In the poem in which he described the Antillean drama, the poet
of the ‘West Indies' gave firee rein to his faith as a revolutlonary to
wredict: . : :

4It's true that this iz still a very docile people was
Nonetheless, any day aow '
tney'll spriag up suddenlys
they’ll brealk loose anywhere with ralloused hands
and it'1ll be like {hose city Treas
hat tear up a wiole sidewalx with a2 single growiag root.’

The first peonle that broke the 214 servitude with its calloused
hands was the Cuban necpls. We are proud of it, but we are evex
provder that this peonle ian revolution has carrled out development
efforts that nobody can ignore. At .the core of all this is the
readiness to male sacrifice both in worling boldly aad untiringly and
in renouncing immediate possibilities of comsumntion in favour of the
necessary accumulation whici will guarantee our future. Ue have also
had - and we confess i¢ without blushing - generous financial and
technical assistance, the most decisive part of which has come from
the Soviet Union. = '

Ve are not trying to outiine routtes, and if we have pointed to
some of our aschievementis it is in hcemege to the efforts of millions
of Cubans who have made 2 sharp turn from suffering to security. In
order not to tire you by quoting aumercus figures, we are distributiag
the book “Desarrollo y persiectivas de la economia Cubana', published
by the Hatioamal Bank on its 25th anriversary a few days- ago.

‘ On tnﬁt occa51oa, the Presilent of nhe Regubllc,

Dr. Osvaldo Dorticds, who alsc heads the Central Planning Board,
explained to the visiting banlkers that during 1975 the Cuban economy
has continued its upward trend. DBut ae emphasized, also, that we
have decided - for the 1976-1900 Five Year Plan aow beinz elaborated -
to. establishi a careful growih rate which will take dinto account the
critical conjuncture of the internpational canitalist econowny - from
whichi we cannot isolate ourselves completely, the ianflation which
sradually maltes the investments that still come from that area more
expensive, and the fluctuations in the Hrice of our main product:
SUZAT. :

We wigh to Sransmit %to you however, the assurance that Cuba has
found a sure road. The advancements in education and in health, which
have been an unexnected revelation for some of you, constitute
experiences, merhaps uaicue, in the leap toward development. The
combination of work and study, althouzh it emerges in its present
form from our socialist concesis, kas its roots in José Marti and
can serve in the technical and morsl formation of any youths
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Everything_me_have achieved we modestly place at the service of
the Caribbean. ife understand solidarity as a duty and our neople
carry it out as part of their own national tasks.

Allow me: once more to tell you how much pleasure-your Jreseice
-has given to us and to assure you that :the Caribbean,: as well as
Latin America, has in Cuba a veople enllsted in the cause to which we
have all conm*tteo ou.;selves° Lo P - L

Tha; Jou very mucho‘;‘.."vw R

v
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STATEMENT DY TIE HON. C. EDWY 2ALIA, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER GF
BARBADCE, G BESHALY GF PARTIGIP.TING DSIEGATIONS, AT THE
UPENING MEEYING OF 70T CARIIBIAN DEVELOPHENDY AND
- CO-CPERATION commi rngg 3 NOVELDER 1975

Mr. Deputy Prime Minister, Lellow Ministers, Distinguished
Delegates, Ladles ‘and .Gentlemen: :

It gives me great plessure to malce a brief statement at this
opening meeting of the Caritbean Levelopment and Co-operatlon Committee
on behalf of the participating Delegations. .

I wish, first, to express my appreciation of the generous offer
of the Revolutionary Government of the Republic of Cuba to serve as
host of this Meeting and for the excellent hospitality which has been
provided. I must express, also, my pleasure at being provided with
the opportunity over the past few Cays cf vieiting a number of projects
and observing the significant progress achieved by the Revolutionary
Government of Cuba in its developuent programmes, particularly in the
fields of education and public health.

Less than six months have passed since the Economic Commission
for Latin America, at its sixteenth session held in Port of Spain in
May 1975, approved resolution 358 (XVI) concerning the establishment
of a Caribbean Development and Co-operation Committee to conprise
those countries within the sphere of action of the ECLA office in
Port of Spain and the Governmenis of Cuba, Haiti and the Dominican
Republic and other Caribbean ccuniries as they achieve independence.
The speed at which action has been initiated to bring this Committee
into being is indicative of the urgency which we attach to the
promotion of the social and econcnic development of the countries of
the Caribbean. The securing of our development goals through economic
co-operation and integration at the suberegional level can be seen
as part of the wider process of achieviong greater complementarity
among the economies of Latin America as a whole. By providing the
institutional structure for the formulation of concrete projects and
proposals, it is hoped that the Cemmittese will serve as a major
instrument for the prcmotion of the integration process in the
Caribbean.

The Committee which will be formally established at this Meeting
will comprise countries which have had different degrees of economic
contact with each other in the past. Some, like those of the
English-speaking Caribbean, have already established institutional
forms for the prometion of co-operation and integration. It is
possible that the exverience darived from these economic relationships
can provide useful guideliznes for the work of the Committee in
fashioning effective patterns of future economic co-operation among
its members. Thus, the Committee might wish to focus on the
experience of the Commonwealth Caribhean countries. The establishment
of CARICON among the English-speaking countries of the Caribbean must
be seen as a pragmatic attempt to deepen the process of integration
which was initiated with the establishment of the Caribbean Free Trade
Association. As such, it represents a further stage in the process
of attainment of structural transformation of the economies of the
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member countries, through the liberalization and promotion-of

intra-area trade and the harmonization of fiscal and productive policies.
FECLA has made a substantive contribution to the research programmes
which have provided the analytical basis for the Commonwealth
Caribbean integration process. While this contribution must be seen

in the context of ECLA's commitwent to the promotion of integration

in Latin America as a whole, it must be noted that the Port of Spain
Office, under the able leadership of its Director, Mr. Silbourne Clarlke,
has developed a special understanding of the practical problems of
economic co-operation and integration in the Caribbean.

In the establishment of CARICOM specific solutions have had to
be found to the. problems presented to the integration process by the
wide disparities mmong member countries in terms. of market size,
levels of development, and differential endowments of natural resources.
Special measures have also had to be devised to promote the development
of the less developed countries.

. Further expansion of CARICOM will require the making of ma jor
dec1slons by the member countriesion a number of complex legal,
political and economic issues. Many of these issues can be resolved
only after an in-depth examination. In this regard ECLA can continue
te play an important role in the identification of the dimensions of
the problems involved and the scope of possible solutions, thereby
facilitating the widening of the integration process to include,
ultimately, all the members of the Committee.

I should now like to turn to an examination of the road ahead.
The ECLA secretariat has provided a useful identification of some of
the topics on which future analysis might centre as a matter of
priority. Emphasis must be placed on the productive sectors of
agriculture, industry, and tourism. At the same time, because we
support the concept of an integrated approach to development, emphasis
will also need to be placed on the promotion of programmes aimed at the
improvement of the social sectors. Further, because of the crucial
impact of the transportation problem on the integration of the
sub~region, careful examination will have to be given to the development
of programmes for the improvement of air and sea transport and of
communication facilities.

It is not my intention at this stage to do more than indicate
the broad outlines of the issues with which we will have to deal at
this session, in formulating an action programme for the Committee.
What appears to be evident is the need for specialized meetings to be
held under the auspices of this Committee to elaborate detailed
programues at the technical level. Two areas where immediate attention
would seem to offer possibilities for practical results are the
discussion of specific Caribbean issues relating to the Law of the Sea
and the development of indigenous technologies within the framework of
relevant research programmes of Caribbean Universities and research
institutions.



Although the primary focus of this Committee can reasonably be
expected to centre on programmes aad projects invelving the menmbers
as defined by resoluticn 358 (XVI), it is evident that occasions
will arise where the effective sxecution of those programmes will
require the active participation of othe:r Caribbean countries beyond
its membership. In such cases, the Conmittee must be prepared to
adopt a pragmatic approach, deriving from a careful evaluation of
the constraints and oproriunities invelvzd.

The success of our efforts in nromoting Caribbean co-operation
within this Committee will depend to & large measure on the technical
regources which can be wmade available to ECLA as a whole, and the
office in Port of Spain in particular. Ve are certain that we can
expect the full support of the United Nations agencies for the programme
of worl of this Committee. We feel that the contribution of these
agencies will be more effective if it is the product of a more
rational structure of organization of development activities, within
the United Nations system. Uith that sujport and our own.commitment
to all of the peoples of the Caribbean ezrea we can be assured that
the Committee will contribute significantly to their social and
economic advancement.



