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. Introduction

“Small island developing States are a special case bothrfeironment and development. Although they continue to take the
lead in the path towards sustainable development in themtces, they are increasingly constrained by the interplay of
adverse factors clearly underlined in Agenda 21, the Prograwimiction for the Sustainable Development of Smalldslan
Developing States and the decisions adopted at the twentydsgecial session of the General Assembly”

Chapter VIl in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation IfJJPO

The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Riczelled for “the convening of a third international
conference on small island developing States (SIDS), recogrtsingmportance of co-ordinated, balanced and integrated
actions to address the sustainable development challenges facihglamaldeveloping states”.

This Third International Conference on Small Island Develofitages is being organised in keeping with the United
Nations General Assembly Resolution 67/207 and will be inefpia, Samoa, in 2014. It will focus the world’s attenton a
group of countries that remain a special case for sustainabddodment in view of their inherent unique and particular
vulnerabilities. The Conference will be organised accordingnited Nations General Assembly resolution 67/207 which calls
for “a concise, focused, forward-looking and action-orientedtigal document.” SIDS have also expressed their desire to
highlight successful partnerships and areas of innovatiorstipgort their development goals. The General Assembly €BA)
the same session also adopted a decision to declare 2014 dsrtitibnal Year of SIDS (1YS).

In keeping with the GA resolution, Caribbean SIDS are piegado participate in the Third International Conference
and to celebrate the IYS. At this Conference they will highligh progress they have made but will also reiterate tisérexi
challenges they continue to face, as well as new and emerging éesmoestered in achieving sustainable development. Some
of these challenges are structural such as their small size aod/ mesource base which makes it difficult for them to achieve
economies of scale in production.

In addition, their high dependence on a few markets and comesoslitbject them to negative external shocks as was
experienced in the recent global economic crisis. Such shocleagecincome volatility and elevate poverty rates among
households. In addition, these economies are constantlgcsubjthe impact of extreme events and the emerging climate
change effects increase their vulnerability. For these reasonevitleof their Gross Domestic Product (GDP) should not be
used as a measure of their resilience. In this paper the majooplmesit challenges faced by Caribbean SIDS within the
national, regional and global context are discussed and argupnes&ted as to measures that may be adopted in addressing
them. The arguments are intended to stimulate thought amdioyg pwakers in the Caribbean with a view to bringing about
change that will promote sustainable development.






ll. Caribbean SIDS challenges

The challenges faced by Caribbean SIDS are usually compartmentadigsdnomic, social and environmental for analytical
convenience. However, given their cross cutting nature, this pagsents them in the following categories:

1. Small size and narrow resource base
Geographic position and insularity
Vulnerability to natural disasters
Environmental factors

Governance factors
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Social factors

A. Small size and narrow resource base

To date population has been the variable that has been mostiy estithating country size [see Kuznets (1960), Chenery and
Syrquin (1975), Armstrongt al (1998), Liou and Ding (2002) and Rose (2006)]. Re&®1® argued that population is the
best method to measure size because of availability of relevammatfon and ease of conceptualization, while the
Commonwealth Secretariat (2007, p.22) suggested that popu&mis ‘intuitively appealing from an economic point a@wi

as it reflects the size of the labour force and therefore théraims associated with human resources and the potential number
of consumers’. However, the question arises as to the mechidwaismay be used to classify countries as small in size.

Small island developing States are a distinct group of dewgJopountries facing specific social, economic and
environmental vulnerabilities. At the United Nations Confeesan Environment and Development (UNCED), held in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil (3—14 June 1992) they were recognized as a speeiddathsfor their environment and development. This
recognition was made specifically in the context of Agenda hhg@r 17 GJ.In classifying SIDS, the basic characteristics
used are their low-lying coastal positions, their sustatndblelopment challenges, including small but growing populgti
limited resources, remoteness, susceptibility to natural disastulnerability to external shocks, excessive dependence on
international trade, and fragile environments. Their growth deelopment is also stymied by high communication, energy
and transportation costs, irregular international transpolinwes, disproportionately expensive public administratioth an
infrastructure due to their small size, and little to no ojppity to create economies of scale.

The Caribbean subregion, with a population of approximafk milliorf in 2012 comprises many small islands some
of which are archipelagic (for example, the Bahamas, the BritiglirMislands, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Grenada and

1 See http://www.unohrlls.org/UserFiles/File/UN_SII®oklet_5x6-5_062811_web.pdf. Accessed 25/01/2014.
2 CARICOM Secretariat Statistics, 2012.



its islands, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the UnitgdsSYirgin Islands) while others are twin island statedigiatand
Barbuda andrinidad and Tobago). On a global scale they are consideretlwsitathe largest being Cuba with an area of
109,884 km2 and Montserrat occupying 102 kmz,

In this paper we will attempt to show that owing to tremall size, Caribbean SIDS face specific constraints as
compared with larger countries. These centre around trade wiimakpartners and the potential for economic diversification
and may be considered economically disadvantageous.

1. Dependence on a narrow range of primary products

In general, the small size of Caribbean SIDS idoeded by their narrow export base which is builtresource endowments with
low levels of processing (table 1). Given their ledittechnological capacity, they have been unableversify exports or to
participate in global value chains. Size does notathem to reap economies of scale and as a rpsottuction and logistical
costs are high. Additionally, they sustain high isfractural and administrative costs and rely heawilftechnologies which are
often inappropriate for their size.

TABLE 1
THE TEN TOP PRIMARY PRODUCTS PRODUCED BY CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES, 20112

Commodity Description Quantity (kg) Value (dollars)
Raw cane sugar, not containing added flavouringptruring matter, for retail sale in packages noterthan 10kg 290 402 515 165 752 328
Aluminium ores and concentrates, other than cadcbauxite 6 750 393 000 193 775 836
Aluminium oxide (alumina), other than artificialrtmdum 1940 518 000 578 019 471
Petroleum oils and oils obtained from bituminousenals, crude, other than those imported undeptheessing agreement 1 085 132 435 1684 845 747
Motor spirit (gasoline) 511 554 744 488 916 880
Kerosene type jet fue 615 106 601 578 368 805
Gas oils (other than diesel ail) 1473 954 920 1239 989 392
Bunker ‘c’ grade fuel ail 200 701 090 143 739 510
Other petroleum oils and oils obtained from bituonis minerals, and preparations N.E.S. 2188 232501 1274 694 810
Liquefied propane 174 188 576 137 401 713

Source: CARICOM Secretariat Statistics, 2012.
& Data do not include Suriname.
®  Not elsewhere specified.

2. Small domestic markets and high dependence
on export markets

Domestic markets in Caribbean SIDS are generally small becausedlamdithe narrow resource base do not support the entry
of a large number of firms producing a similar productehgrreducing competition and creating monopolies. In addition
this there is also a high dependence on a limited range of x@gpattin turn on economic conditions in the rest of thédwaord

a large import bill that requires servicing by relatively lasgens of foreign exchange (Briguglio, 1993; table 2). Table
demonstrates that the value of total exports from CARICOMtrigs has declined from a high of US$ 24,749,472,0@D08

to US$ 21,234,187,000 in 2011. Caribbean SIDS are iatsid in their ability to control prices owing to theagvely small
volume of trade in relation to the world markets. This degf openness increases their vulnerability to negative exteical p
shocks.

3. Import-substitution

Owing to their small size the dependence of Caribbean SID& rmarrow range of products and limited efforts to promote
economic diversification has resulted in a reliance on impoatsleT2 shows that although there is a slight decline inahe

of imports between 2008 and 2011, so does the value oftexgmthat the balance of trade shows an overall decrease between
2008 and 2011. Also, themall size of domestic markets in Caribbean SIDS severely limjgert substitution possibilities
(Worrell, 1992, p. 9-10). Where import-substitutiorigies have been adopted, the results tended to be a protected mconom
environment that produced inferior quality products offerecbrites higher than import prices and therefore were not
considered competitive.
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In this regard, Caribbean SIDS may well benefit from cagpitay on creative and cultural industries that are unique in
nature and that may be diversified enough to render thenetabt& internationally especially into new geographic locations.
These countries can also benefit from “value added” in imgestirdownstream industries. For example, the main focus in
these islands is expected to continue to be tourism. Nevegh#lesproduction of wood and non-wood forest produntddc
play an increasingly important role in import substitot{e.g. lumber for artisanal furniture production or weoérgy). This
will contribute to economic diversification and may well sopgmport substitution.

TABLE 2
VALUE OF TOTAL EXPORTS, IMPORTSAND BALANCE OF TRADE IN
CARICOM COUNTRIES
(000 Dollars)

Total exports Total imports Balance of trade
2008 24749 472 25 348 565 -599 093
2009 13884 417 18 857 050 -4 972 633
2010 16 397 037 18 997 362 -2 600325
2011 21234187 24370476 -3136 289

Source: CARICOM Secretariat Statistics Depanime

4. High public debt and high fiscal and current account deficits

At the regional preparatory meeting for the Third Internaticdbahference on SIDS that was held in Jamaica in 2013,
Caribbean SIDS requested increased flexibility with respectetd#bt Sustainability Framework and the eligibility for debt
relief. In this regard, they called for expansion of concessiofinancing to small, indebted, middle income countries s1$
Caribbean SIDS, to mitigate the significant sustainable developohallenges that have been exacerbated by the ongoing
crisis and which have been measured using GDP.

This call was made within the context of the high and unsusdibs public debt burdens in some countries (over 65 per
cent GDP) and large fiscal and current account deficits (figurEat)example, countries, such as Antigua and Barbuda and
Jamaica, have turned to the International Monetary Fund (RdR) means of halting the expansion of the current account
deficit and providing short term financing for balance gofipants support.

FIGURE 1
CARIBBEAN PUBLIC DEBT AND FISCAL BALANCE
(Percentage GDP)
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However, this international financial support brings witbanditionalities that are not always in the national interest
For example, reduction in government expenditure is sometieqesred and the immediate way of achieving this is through
reduction in the size of the public sector. This in turny mall result in an increase in crime and ultimately the toussoior
which in many Caribbean SIDS is the mainstay of their ecasrit may also reduce access to financing for development and
retard the flow of foreign direct investment. Additionaltjx Caribbean SIDS, namely Barbados, Jamaica, Belize, Grenada,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Suriname have seeimtiieiational credit rating downgraded since 2009. How tleen
these countries return to a strong economic footing?

Programmes of fiscal consolidatiomust continue in order to reduce the debt burden where it exigt contain public
spending. Fiscal consolidation programmes must be carefulliedisd as not to erode the gains made with the Millenium
Development Goals (MDGs). For example, countries that havewelhe&lue to elevated commodity prices must be cautious
and use the windfall revenue gains to diversify productiontartuliffer future external shocks, since commodity booms are
temporary. Such diversification could also fuel regional cortipetiwhich is essential to encouraging new activities in all
sectors. At the same time, public spending must be rationdlizegreater efficiency in service delivery. Furthermore, the
matter of middle income status may well be addressed thitbegtevelopment of creative models in concessionary financing.
Such models could examine alternative methods of assessing tiseoh@adibbean SIDS and in the allocation of resources in
promoting sustainable development.

5. Middle-income status

At the Caribbean regional preparatory meeting much concern wasseggrat the overall decline in Official Development
Assistance (ODA) to the Caribbean due mainly to the classiiicat most countries in the region as middle, upper-raidaf

high income countries despite their small size (table 3). Saskifitation has rendered them ineligible for concessionary and
development financing that could support implementationsustainable development. Furthermore, the Caribbean has
continued to lament the use of GDP as an effective measure ofl dexelbpment since it fails to reflect comprehensively the
development challenges faced by SIDS, particularly those resuitorg their economic, social and environmental
vulnerabilities.

TABLE 3
CLASSIFICATION OF CARICOM COUNTRIESBY INCOME

(Dollars)
Country GDP GDP/capita GNI /capita Income stétus
Antigua and Barbuda 1134 159 259 12 733 12 480 High
Bahamas 8 149 004 000 21908 20 600 High
Barbados 4 224 850 000 14917 15 080 High
Cuba 68 233 900 00D 6 057 5890 Upper-middle
Dominica 479 688 889 6 692 6 440 Upper-middle
Dominican Republic 59 047 202 158 5746 5470 Upper-middle
Grenada 766 510 727 7267 7220 Upper -middle
Guyana 2850572 407 3584 3410 Lower-middle
Jamaica 14755 051 129 6 440 5120 Upper-middle
Saint Kitts and Nevis 767,000,000 14 314 13 610 High
Saint Lucia 1238 640 741 6 848 6 890 Upper-middle
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 712 588 889 6515 6 400 Upper-middle
Suriname 5012 121 214 9 376 8 680 Upper-middle
Trinidad and Tobago 23 320 256 743 17 437 14 710 High

Source: World Bank, 2013.
& Lower-middle income: $1,036 to $4,085; upper-mididicome: $4,086 to $12,615; high income: $12,GlGare.
®  Data for 2011.

In discussing the vulnerability of SIDS, it is impent to make a clear distinction between vulnerability amth@nic
performance. Indeed, many Caribbean SIDS have performed bheditaterms of economic parameters over the past two
decades, to the extent that most are now categorized ake4imdoime economies. Such classification is based onvediat
strong growth of the services economy, and strong peafucen in developing public infrastructure and social services.
Vulnerability however relates more to the level of mgkich SIDS countries face in sustaining such developmastsgll as the
capacity to mitigate external threats, and to recover §loocks whether these are economic, natural or sociglinfiportant to
note that the economic growth in Caribbean SIDS was basecbncessional assistance and a trade regime that was non
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reciprocal. However, the world has changed and the new ¢radenment threatens the gains made unless the regisnegu
structural transformation. It is precisely for this tRatribbean SIDS continue to need support and although pragress has
been made in building resilience they continue to be vulrerabfactor that should be taken into account in assetsirg
economic and social progress over the medium to kg t

Additionally, per capita income remains the printipaterion used in allocating funds for developmenbperation.
Combining this standard with the MDGs, which havenohated the cooperation agenda since the year 2@@0meant that
resources are now channelled toward lower-income ceartti the neglect of the middle-income group. Assallt, Caribbean
SIDS, a predominantly middle-income region, hassealecline in its share of ODA inflows, both asesicpntage of gross
national income (GNI) and in comparison with otdereloping regions. This decline began to increagheir?000s (ECLAC
2012). This trend reflects, on one hand, the decisi@oncentrate international cooperation funds on edimdp poverty and its
most immediate effects, and thus to give prioritipt@er-income countries despite the fact that 70 petr @ethe world’s poor live
in middle-income countries. On the other hand, tlennelling of funds to lower-income countries refidtie assumption that, as
countries increase their per capita incomes, theyhaile more resources and tools for combating povedyarfinancing their
own development. Consequently, middle-income c@stwould supposedly need less support from thenatienal cooperation
system. Some authors have referred to this procégsaalsiation”.

There are two major problems with this approach to ailogatevelopment funds. First, overcoming povertyashta
cause and an effect of development. It is a multifacetecepsothat not only involves improving living standabis$ also
requires attention to a great variety of structural gaps lthnit and retard inclusive growth of the kind tleatn addresses
poverty and inequality issues. Second, this approach asshaiethe lower-middle and upper- middle-income counfiads
into relatively homogeneous categories. Yet in fact theyvary different in terms of poverty rates, social usan, and
production, institutional and financial capacity. If Gdr¢an SIDS are to sustain growth then “graduation” basedDdh i&
not a realistic indicator of development and limits their ac¢e<ODA which they need to sustain their economies. Whis
clearly stated by Nickolas Steele, Minister for Foreignakff and International Business of Grenada when he reeitze
call made in Agenda 21 for a more holistic and comprehenstwef indicators for classifying Statésle said:

“Grenada endorses support for low-income and fragiconomies. Moreover, it is clear that several ofS3HgS newly
promoted to middle-income status, continue to gliugvith high debt burdens which are worsened byate change and high
fossil fuel import bills. Many SIDS struggle withwl productivity and low levels of competitivendbgy struggle with severe
financial constraints and, in some cases, theyggiriwith limited prospects for immediate growthe foint is this: Per capita
income as a sole measure without the context oathvulnerability does more harm than good.”

Furthermore, given their narrow resource bases and minimal suacesonomic diversification, it is important for
Caribbean SIDS to capitalise on the emerging new environmératdef and global markets which threaten hard won gains and
limit transformation to better resilience. Access to finanm@aburces will enable these countries to build on the gains and
transform their economies. Financial institutions therefore tmedilise a more holistic indicator of development (rathen
GDP) and/or utilise progress made in achievement of the Miliem Development Goals where social indicators are used, in
determining eligibility for development assistance.

6. The brain drain and the brain gain

The “brain drain” refers to the significant increase in migratibhighly skilled and higher educated Caribbean people to more
developed countries (Johnson, 2008). The push factors arec&ive higher incomes, to capitalize on better career
developmental opportunities and to gain a greater degree of fre@@rmel and Scott 1977). The perception is that as
Caribbean nationals emigrate to large countries opportunitielseninore available.

The implication is that this “drain” creates a shortagekifed persons in the source country who can contritute
Caribbean development. The developed (receiving) countrg gaira skills and resources from this migration asritinues to
become wealthier. On the other hand, the developing (socwoe)ry loses highly skilled manpower and human capital
inevitably becomes poorer.

The dilemma is that as the country invests in education mttrheducation becomes more available to a higher
percentage of the population this also becomes an incentive &ongeto migrate (Johnson, 2008). The United States of
America has always been the primary beneficiary of highlyeskithigrants from the Caribbean (Sanders 2007). In a recent
survey Suriname had the highest percentage of secondary aany &fticated persons entering the United States of America at
89.9 per cent, Guyana was second at 85.9 per cent, Jamaica 8#rfl pér cent, Haiti at 81.6 per cent, Saint Kitts and sNavi

®  http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2013/d6ilateral-graduation-of-sids-to-middle-income-s&apremature-grenada/
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71.6 per cent and Antigua and Barbuda at 70 per cent (S&tEts According to Bellemare (2011) an increase in education
spending reduces the proportion of skilled migrants ceitdié country of origin. This should be supported by @mpjate
public policy education geared towards improving access to edoahtpportunity which may result in reducing the brain
drain. Bellemare (2011) also found that an increase in GDRgpta has a positive effect on skilled emigration rates in
Caribbean SIDS. However, this needs to complement improvemeatsess to education.

It may be argued that when highly skilled citizens leave thainehcountries, they are sending a message to their
governments to do better. However, if those with the educationintellect to create change in the government leave, then
what is expected to happen to the source country? How can we thatettte country will suddenly find alternate resources
and human capital to do the work that needs to get dond® &uigration really so bad for Caribbean SIDS?

On the positive side, migrants have become a source dfaeoes. Jamaica gains the most from remittances sent from
emigrants working in developed countries. In 2003, tamies in Jamaica represented nearly 18 per cent of its iSatiesal
Product (GNP). Remittances in Guyana accounted for 8.dgm¢rof GNP, 5.3 per cent in Grenada and 4.5 per c&srivados
(Sanders 2007). A study by the Inter-American DevelopmankBIDB) found that in 2002, remittances to the Latin Aczer
and the Caribbean amounted to $32 billion. Additionatlythe Caribbean, remittances increase significantlizénaftermath of
macroeconomic or natural disasters (Kapur and McHale 208E)isTsignificant for the millions of persons liviiigthe disaster
prone Caribbean without sufficient home owners insurafbese people depend on the remittances from their relathes
friends abroad to repair damage following floods, ibarnes, volcanoes and earthquakes.

Another argument suggests that even when the migrants detaot home, the knowledge they acquire often does.
Those who argue from this standpoint sometimes posistimé source countries may even be better off if the highlgdki
migrants never come back (Hart 2006). This is because in theodedeatountries, they can learn specialized skills and acquire
expertise and training that they would have probably foregadettey remained in the home country. As communication
channels improve, it has become easier for these migrants ethkarnewly acquired knowledge with those at home. The
“brain drain” then becomes a sort of legitimate export inguS8anders 2007). As a result, it may be more of a mgaial
than a “brain drain” as the increase in knowledge and technoldiggventually diffuse to the source countries.

To address the “brain drain” source countries need to wornkproving conditions that will provide greater incentives
for highly skilled workers labourers to remain at homeeSehmay include better human rights, wages, more modern haalth an
education facilities as well as creating a more suitable environfmehtisinesses. Furthermore, diaspora of source countries,
especially those in the Caribbean, are expanding rapidlyeimetteiving countries and include many highly skilled migrants
Governments in source countries should capitalize on this byueaging linkages and partner relationships between the
diaspora and institutions in the source countries. Suajrgrones would help members of the diaspora become more socially
and economically connected to their countries of origin and qmsdibly serve as an incentive for them to return home.

7. Statistical systems

An ongoing challenge faced by Caribbean SIDS is in the adquissitorage, analysis and dissemination of basic data that are
relevant to development planning. The subregion contiruesake decisions based on existing data which inevitably are not
available in time series, have great gaps and are still aggregat@dstit possible to develop strategies and make important
decisions in a data-scarce environment? What really is the prdllBame may argue that relevant data are not routinely
available and that it is difficult for small statistical depaehts to keep abreast of data needs. However, it is clear that économ
data are routinely collected by Central Banks; population cersgasace collected every 10 years; data on the environment by
the United Nations, regional organisations as well as lineskfies. The problem is sometimes caused by policies thatrgover
sharing of data. One is inclined to ask why this arisegolitymakers are to utilise data in informing developmeitripies

and plans towards economic transformation, then why is timeited access to data that are being generated by national and
regional entities?

In this regard, the importance of strengthened nationaltitatiand information systems, including data collection and
management and analytical capabilities for decision-making, mimgjtand evaluation was highlighted by Caribbean SIDS at
the Kingston regional preparatory meeting. The call for thep@umf the international community in this regard was also
renewed.

The capacities of research agencies in the collection and procegsiatp, as well as the generation and analysis of
statistical indicators need to be strengthened. Continued de&lagth development partners and utilisation of appropriate
indicators to accurately assess national needs and prioriteswiew to enhancing development assistance will reap benefits
to the subregion. Such analyses are important in respordanigés.
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B. Geographic position and insularity

In general, Caribbean SIDS are small, archipelagic and insularhesd physical factors impact on ease of transport and
communication and therefore international trade.

It is to be expected that transport costs associated withatitaral trade tend to be relatively high per unit of export
small Caribbean SIDS as compared to other countries. Thés agsa result of the separation of the islands by the seaythereb
constraining them to use air and sea transport for tradimthéfmore, small economies such as those of Caribbean SIDS ten
to require relatively miniscule and fragmented cargoes, leadimggto per unit costs of transport. On the other hand] lan
transport facilitates domestic trade mainly in continental SiB&this reduces the options available for the movement dsgoo
and services. Moreover, the small size of Caribbean SIDS tepdesent access challenges to major sea and air transport
routes, and the limited capacities preclude them taking advarftagedern and technologically advanced and efficient modes
of transport. This in itself may be a barrier to expandibtgrnational trade.

Geographic position from the main commercial centres maybsEs@sponsible for long delays and unreliability in
transport services resulting in uncertainties in the pravisiosupplies. These disadvantages are more intense for Caribbean
SIDS that are archipelagic and dispersed over a wide area as comphrédwsge that form part of continental land masses.
Furthermore, irregular and infrequent transport facilities nzyse delayed responses to changes in demand (unless stgckpilin
occurs) and this results in increased costs of productibrnr@agpect to sourcing capital for operations and wages.

Furthermore, Caribbean SIDS are operating in an environimanist being impacted by global transport patterns and
ease of communication is not totally controlled by thematthen could Caribbean SIDS do? They have attempted to address
these challenges through the promotion of intra-regioadetwhich will require strengthening of regional coordinatiotong
Caribbean countries. As such implementation of the CARIC&Mle Market and the Economy (CSME) is necessary to
pursue the sustainable development agenda and the forging oélatanships with new development partners. This approach
will complement the need for developing mechanisms for bap#titernational trade in light of the narrow range of potsiu
that are available to be traded.

Support for the main regional air transport machinery isiredquf they are to exist in the global economy. This has
become a major challenge to Caribbean SIDS since the main inter-dsttime, the Leeward Islands Air Transport (LIAT) with
over 57 years of operations has had to overcome many suchigliénges such as competition from foreign and regional
carriers, cost overruns, labour disputes and challenges ireeffjcof service mostly with an old fleet of aircraft. It skooe
noted that no other airline provides the daily intra-regligervice that LIAT offers. The airline is presently engaged in
significantly improving its daily services to some 21 degtbns with a new fleet of ten modern and more spacious aiatraft
cost of US$ 107 million that includes a US$ 65 millioan from the Caribbean Development Batikis pertinent to question
when will CARCIOM member states provide practical supportLi&T? To date, the Governments of Antigua and Barbuda,
Barbados, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and more recentlynidbamare shareholders in the airline. When will other
Caribbean governments commit to LIAT as they continue to hdrah the intra-regional services that it offers? It megll
benefit the subegion to lobby additional national and regipai@hers to support restructuring of the operations Af lwith a
view to rendering it more viable.

C. Vulnerability to natural disasters and external shocks

Many Caribbean SIDS experience natural disasters causegriigahes, localised flooding events and landslidasthquakes
and volcanic eruptions (table 4). The impact of a natusalstier such as a hurricane on a small island economy idekpebe
relatively large in terms of damage per unit of area and pestsapita, due to the small size of the country. Naturaktiss
negatively impact on infrastructure, cause considerable lasgbe agricultural sector, the disruption of internal &xternal
communication services and sometimes result in injury athde human populations. Caribbean SIDS are therefoiennaine
from these natural events and focus largely on adaptatibrb@tding resilience. These are events that are unpreldidsaib
wreak tremendous damage. The paradox here is the invesiitiends in adaptation and building resilience and @lsecovery
when they would have been “graduated” and therefore no letigérie for ODA. How can they access financial resources to do
all that is necessary to reduce risk? One way is in opeadistng the SIDS Technical Assistance Programme (SIDB)TA
whereby technical assistance programme could be pursued.

4 http:/lwww.trinidadexpress.com/news/Keeping-faitith--regions-travellers-246711801.html
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TABLE 4
IMPACT OF HURRICANE IVAN ON LIVING CONDITIONS OF
FOUR CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES

Topopuaton  Aeced  Perceniage  Absolye turber  Nube of eing  Percentage housig
Cayman Islands 42 397 35189 83 2 13535 83
Grenada 102 632 81 553 79 28 28 000 89
Jamaica 2 620 000 369 685 14 17 102 000 14
Haiti 7929 048 297 926 4 3000 49 882 3.8

Source: Kambon, 2009.

The openness of Caribbean economies and their reliance on FDloasca sf foreign exchange inflows and for
investment renders them vulnerable to external shocks. A regantple was the recession of 2009 in which the economic
challenges faced by the United States of America and Europevedgatpacted Caribbean economic growth by way of a
decline in export earnings, remittances and FDI inflows. Aasettiwith this were increased unemployment and a rising debt
burden as governments were forced to seek alternative sourceardfirfig. Ironically the middle-income status of Caribbean
SIDS debarred them from accessing concessionary financingrae attigreatest need. Figure 2 reveals the volatility of GDP
growth over time. What can Caribbean SIDS do to stabilisegtiowth? It may be argued that diversifying their ecoesrand
penetrating new markets with a wider range of products maysb&igon. However, in order to do this, strategic planngng
required and this would necessitate a paradigm shift withthinking that would inform planning with the requesiituilding of
capacities to achieve this end.

The need to capitalise on gains in building ressee through restructuring will require financiapport. This may be
partially achieved through capitalization of theiblaean Sustainability Funénd the Green Climate Fubdid for Tradé is another
facility that Caribbean SIDS should be able to ss@asily once the proper mechanisms are avditatiiem. However the challenge
here for Caribbean SIDS is in accessing these fuish are sometimes not available as promisedatsalin the ability of the
countries to prepare the necessary proposalsdessiag the funds.

FIGURE 2
VARIABILITY OF GROWTH RATESIN CARIBBEAN SIDS
(Percentage)
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Source: ECLAC, on the basis of offidiglres.

http://www.pnuma.org/sids_ing/documents/NationadReports/Regional%20Sustainability%20Fund%20__ |a6t#érsion_.pdf.
http://unfccc.int/cooperation_and_support/finahai@echanism/green_climate_fund/items/5869.php.

" http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/countries-andereg/development/aid-for-trade/.
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D. Environmental factors

As is well known, national statistics do not normally eeflenvironmental degradation and damage and resource depletion as
valuation of environmental resources is not a regular actinit@aribbean SIDS. So using GNP statistics as indicatiors o
growth and development may paint a positive picture, where@slity a country may well be undergoing a process of long-
term unsustainability arising from destruction of envirenial resources.

1. Climate change and sustainable energy

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges experienced bye@aridS moreso because of the vulnerability of island
and coastal states to the adverse effects of sea level rise arding#cts of natural disasters. Although these small islands
contribute less than 1 per cent to total greenhouse gas amig&iHG) they are the first to be negatively impacted blyadjlo
warming. The challenge posed by climate change to the tourismstigidwhich in most Caribbean states is the principal
contributor to employment, foreign exchange and economicthromas of particular concern. For example, it has been
estimated that the potential economic costs of climate change aseatpge of GDP to Caribbean SIDS could be on average
14 per cent per year by 2025, and 39 per cent of GDP by(B@&sfamin 2010). Moore et al. (2013) estimate that by 2680
visitor expenditure as a result of the impact of climate changthe tourism sector which, for many countries is the main
foreign exchange earner could well decline from US$ 25 bitliotdS$ 15 billion. As a response to financing climate change
much attention was given to capitalization of the Caribbean Sabtiy Fund and the Green Climate Fund. Of particular
importance is the establishment of the Climate Technology Camdr&letwork to enhance technology cooperation and transfer
to developing countries.

Addressing the impacts of climate change and realising savwinthe energy sector will require improvements in
energy efficiency and the employment of renewable energydéugiies. Caribbean SIDS, in an attempt to reduce itfte h
costs associated with imported energy explored the vialfitpursuing renewable energy, sustainable energy, ¥nerg
efficiency and cleaner energy policies/strategies. For elearpuba, Barbados and Jamaica set specific energy targets. Th
Aruba energy policy sets a target of increasing renewableyeimetige total energy mix from 13 per cent in 2010 teeast 60
per cent by 2033.Barbados proposes to increase the use of renewable energy3rper cent to 30 per céhtand has
successfully implemented solar water heaters in homes. Jasetia target to reduce its greenhouse gases (GHG)@missi
by 5 per cent below 1990 levéfsThis country diversified its energy mix through itsronitment to the development and use
of renewable energy sources. Guyana focused on hydro pawerand biofuels where Suriname sought to utilisaaral
oil, hydro power, biomass and solar energy. Jamaica alglore®d wind, biofuels and solar water heating (govemmim
buildings), Dominica harnessed hydro power and Saintaliscpursuing strategies to increase energy efficieHoyever,
these developments are capital intensive and with the eniddbme status of many of these islands, the questiors ass®
the sources of financial assistance.

Caribbean SIDS welcome the initiative of the United Nations Sagr&eneral and the draft Barbados Declaration on
“Achieving Sustainable Energy for All". However there is need tfeg conduct of an assessment and identification of
renewable energy technologies as well as fostering energy efficdewkcgonservation, and the provision of special funding,
technical assistance and capacity building in the support @fatith of such technologies. Additionally, there is a scladol
thought in the Caribbean that the subregion should b@eosated for the damage that they have, and are expected to suffer,
from the impacts of climate change. This is within the condéxtheir minimal contribution to global warming in terrob
overall carbon emissions as compared with developed countrideebuharked negative impact.

The areas of energy efficiency and renewable energy are becominginglyemsportant to Caribbean SIDS in terms
of reducing their carbon footprint. The International Renegv@éniergy Agency (IRENA) as well as the Deutsche Gesellschaft
fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G1Z) are actively suppppiogrammes in energy efficiency and renewable energy but to
a limited extent. It is necessary to scale up the level of finasaigbort to Caribbean SIDS especially in the building of
technical capacity to promote energy efficiency and develop the releesvedygy potential in the subregion.

Importantly, the establishment of the Climate TechgplG@entre and Network to enhance technology codparand
transfer to developing countries is necessary. Of idiee importance is the enhancing of SIDS-SIDS andtiESouth
cooperation, the latter already evident in the BIl@ARICOM agreement. Also, collaboration with the Ghgan diaspora could
well facilitate the introduction of new technologidsit are applicable to Caribbean SIDS. The establishwiea dedicated

http://www.pnuma.org/sids_ing/documents/NationadR&ports/Regional%20Sustainability%20Fund%20_|aét#ézion_.pdf.
®  ECLAC 2013. Draft energy policy for Aruba.

10 http://www.reegle.info/policy-and-regulatory-oveaws/BB.

1 http://www.psoj.orgffiles/Draft%20Energy%20Poligsif.
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technology transfer facilitation mechanism and feiag strategy with the support of United Nations Ages, Funds and
Programmes to ensure that environmentally sound appiopriate technologies are developed in SIDSnisinamediate
requirement. This proposal is in keeping with ongdiio+20 follow-up processes in support of sustdendbvelopment project
implementation

2. Sustainable agriculture

Food and nutrition security continue to remain a challengeC&ibbean SIDS. This is within the context of quantity and
guality and considering the impacts of rising sea levels it result in salt water intrusion into agriculture larasl
underground aquifers. Also, the apparent shift in intenggbhng graduates from the agriculture sector who seek higimgrsv

in seemingly more productive industrial sectors have de-enggutbie importance of agriculture in Caribbean SIDS. This has
resulted in the increased allocation of scarce agricultural lawdsffastructural development thereby reducing agricultural
productivity, raising the food import bill and threatenifapd and nutrition security. This concern was articulatedhan
Kingston outcome documéhtthat emphasised the importance of revitalizing sustainabieutigre and rural development in
Caribbean SIDS within the context of efforts to eradicate ppvbrough increased employment and promotion of food and
nutrition security. The challenge though, is to devise meamanie attract young professionals to become involved in the
sector.

Sustaining the agriculture sector in terms of increased prodycind adapting to the impacts of climate change
requires investment in science, technology and innovation. Resetraimate-resilient and disease-resistant crop varieties is
needed to sustain the agriculture sector and to improve pratjuclihis would serve to promote effective and efficient
sustainable development in the subregion, in accordance witmalainterests and priorities. However, this will require th
creation of an enabling environment to support the tranditiansociety where local produce will be increasingly consumed.
Additionally, increased incentives to young entrepreneurs & #rg agriculture field should be provided. Programmesitd b
awareness of the importance of the agriculture sector shoutirbduced at the primary school level so that young people
would be better informed of the contributions that they f@yble to make to this sector. Furthermore, it would beriaupt
to mainstream agricultural considerations into the developpianhing process.

E. Governance factors

The Kingston outcome document calls for more effective insfitat systems, the need to address fragmented management
systems for stronger enabling legislation, and for compedemttention to the regularisation of standards. It omant to
address governance in its political, economic and social dinmemsio

1. Institutional strengthening

Institutional strengthening includes improvements inasiftucture, technical hardware and human resource capacity. If
institutions are to be efficient and productive, it is necgskarthem to be on the forefront of modern developmeriis
would require well-equipped infrastructure as well as apprepsigffing and was one of the themes of the Rib*&@eting

that was held in Brazil in 2012. However, because of the@ilssconomies Caribbean SIDS are constrained in keeping abreast
of modern technology as the cost is prohibitive and when tdmtical infrastructure exists the basic facilities to suppauite

not available and the human resource capacity to operate and mdimgalimited. Also, in cases where staff benefit from
training opportunities they seem to be transferred to aotsgonsibilities and the expertise they have acquired is m@ron
available to the department. It is important for Caribbe®$3b plan for technological development in accessing resources
for infrastructural and technological development as well assiing in human resource capacity that is sustainable. Their
common shared vision and commitment to collective action andte2p@5 development agenda should include an institutional
framework that takes into account the particular concerns amdtips of SIDS. Such a framework could well contribute to
narrowing of the implementation deficit and should be sttpddoy international support.

At the international level, an area of concern twilibean SIDS is the abolishment of the CommisforSustainable
Development and its replacement by the High Lewéti€l Forum (HLPF). The question arises as ®withportance of SIDS issues
to the HLPF and to the facilitating of discussiams pertinent matters as well as the representafidBIDS in the post-2015
development agenda.

12 Kingston Outcome of the Caribbean Regional PreparaMeeting for the Third International Conferenme Small Island Developing States”. The Kingston

Outcome represented the Caribbean regional posititime Inter-regional Preparatory Meeting that sl in Barbados from 26-28 August 2013.

13 http://www.un.org/en/sustainablefuture/pdf/rio2@éancludes_press%20release.pdf.
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2. Intra-regional movement of skills

Within the context of the CSME the free movement of skiligative originated in the 1989 Grand Anse Declaration;thet
original concept has been modified over the years in ordecilitdte the implementation of this mandate. This entailsigfind

to seek employment in any CARICOM Member State and the elimimafi the need for work permits and permits of stay.
Article 45 of the revised Treaty of Chaguaramas therefore sketes t

“Member States commit themselves to the goal of the free movefiair nationals within the Community.”

Furthermore, in Article I, Respect for Fundamental Human tRighd Freedoms, of the Charter of Civil Society, the
following is included as one of the fundamental human rightsfreedoms:

“Freedom of movement within the Caribbean Commurstyhject to such exceptions and qualifications as bwy
authorised by national law and which are reasorjabtifiable in a free and democratic society.”

Notwithstanding the above, the Conference decided to implemeentfovement of skills in a phased approach, but the
ultimate goal is free movement for all. This is expected #egbabout economic transformation at the national and regional
levels and to create more efficient labour markets through incree@@petition. However despite this proclamation,
difficulties with the movement of skills intra-regionaltgmain. This may well be as a result of competition fosjat the
national level and a feeling of insecurity about the eligibdityjon-nationals for national employment. It is thereforsohliely
necessary for countries to create regional awareness of the benigfgstibregion of fully operationalising the CSME.

3. Citizen security

High rates of unemployment, particularly among women anthytypical of small countries, as well as the migration dfesk
labour and the resulting brain drain, undermine the effoit€aribbean SIDS to achieve sustainable development. This
situation is one of the drivers of the illegal drug tradéctvimay be linked to the increase in crime and viol&htteat are
negatively impacting the gains in social and economic growitenby Caribbean SIDS.

Drug trafficking and related violence are on the riseubhout the Caribbean subregion. Persistent issues asich
poverty, corruption, and political and economic instgbiicurrently plague these small island-nations and thréfagesecurity
of citizens. Furthermore, numerous Caribbean governmesusladk the necessary funds needed to properly addresgysecu
issues involved in combating drug trafficking, as somanis are still without a designated police force or coasigservice to
properly monitor and ward off the danger especially withiaritime borders. Moreover, these governments usualtyod have
adequate funds for the creation or maintenance of relasibifitclinics for drug abusers.

This is particularly alarming for women and childreho are battling drug addictions as their needotiea far different
from those presented by males, and frequently irvexual trauma in addition to their other addictidzemale drug users are
dramatically increasing in Central America and in@z&ibbean, where the International Narcotics Coioard (INCR) annual
report has advised CARICOM governments “to ensuaig in efforts to combat drug abuse, adequate anuges are in place to
ensure that special attention is given to female dougers™® On the bright side, however, islands such as Basbadd Trinidad
and Tobago are engaged in preventative programsatiggt youth who are particularly vulnerable to téraptations of the drug
world through school lectures and training programsllalevels of education. Within a regional andemmiational context
transnational crime including the transhipment ladiilsubstances through the Caribbean subregiometisas human trafficking
are on the increase and threaten citizen secunityedsed support for programmes geared towards gefaurititizens and to

address crime and violence especially involvingyauth is necessary.

Citizen security is becoming increasingly important in thelibaan subregion. This is indeed related to the economic
and social situations in these countries and while some prowsrno address these challenges are being implemented, it is
important to source financing to support expansion of thesgrammes especially in areas such as youth entrepreneurship and
gender equality so as to stem the increasing incidence of cringaence especially among young people.

In this regard, it is important to evaluate and redesigstiegi social safety net programmes. This may enhance skills
while avoiding the development of dependency syndromes throgitoring and evaluation of such programmes.
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http://www.cicad.oas.org/oid/pubs/CaribbeanPri264.pdf.
http://www.coha.org/the-caricom-blueprint-for-giii-drug-trafficking/.
http://www.coha.org/the-caricom-blueprint-for-glii-drug-trafficking/.
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4. Partnerships

The modality resolutiod adopted during the 67th session of the General Assecdllgd for the “strengthening of
collaborative partnerships between SIDS and the international goityinas one of the important ways and means to address
new and emerging challenges and opportunities for the sustaidabtlopment of SIDS. Public-private partnerships (PPPSs)
are co-operative alliances between the public and private sectordilisatthe expertise and information of each partner to
efficiently meet clearly defined public needs. These needs magtbimugh the allocation of resources, risks, and rewards.

Caribbean SIDS have expressed the desire to see partnershigisgaoore on long-term institution building. They
have stressed that South-South and SIDS-SIDS cooperatiomtasebstitutes for, but rather complements to, North{sout
cooperation. In this regard, and at the international level kzaib SIDS have formed partnerships to implement the Caribbean
Biological Corridor the regional centre for creating capacities for assessingatgksulnerabilities of the region, Petrocaribe
SIDS DOCKand the Partnership Initiative for Sustainable Land Management.

However, the formation of partnerships at the national levé&adribbean SIDS has met with limited success. Apart
from the establishment of a social compact with the private saotbthe government of Barbados in pursuance of the green
economy initiative, there is not much more to report. FRRe not been successful in the subregion because of thetust
and mode of implementation as governments took on mdseafisks and the quality of output could sometimes have been
questioned. As such Kurt Crisfoof the IADB advocates the identification and definition lbbse key elements of what
constitutes a “good” PPP, and to explore the implicatioribasde elements in the design of PPPs that are relevant to tise need
of Caribbean SIDS taking into consideration the special cinaumoss of these countries. The lack of private-sector response,
despite lower interest rates and excess liquidity, undetimereed for greater private- and public-sector partnexsispvays
of reducing risks and making public activity more market-seesi

In order to address this challenge support from the interr@tcommunity in the establishment of a SIDS Partnerships
Support Framework is necessary. It is also recommended thaxisting partnership-related database, knowledge-sharing
systems such as the United Nations Sustainable Developmenie€ige Platform and SIDSnet can be further strengthened
and optimized in support of SIDS. The establishment ofnésrmation and communication technology platform may well
support this endeavour.

F. Social factors

The continuing need for social integration policies to reduegualities and promote access to basic social services including
education and health care continue to challenge Caribbean St&tyPand HIV/AIDS remain areas of concern while new
and emerging issues such as non-communicable diseases, disailitye impact of ageing populations on productivity have
surfaced.

1. Poverty

Over the last two decades, growth in per capita GDP contributiheé decline in extreme poverty or indigence, particularly in
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and the Eastern Caribbean. In rgldévelcountries are significant proportions of the
population living beneath the indigence line, although exgegptio this would include Belize and Guyana (ECLAC, 2013a).
However, Belize registered the largest increase in poverty fropeBdent to 41 per cent between 2002 and 2009. This was
associated with the fall-out from the crisis and the constadihigh debt that limited the ability of government wdartake
social spending.

In Caribbean SIDS, some of the direct causes of poverty are lowngmt, underemployment and inadequate
incomes. The twin challenges facing all Caribbean economies aaés¢éogrowth and productivity and so provide a greater
number of high quality jobs —higher skilled and better paid order to raise living standards and reduce poverty.iftign
expands the fiscal space for strengthening social protectitensysvhich further reduce poverty.

One may posit that economic diversification especially in eca®of scale and improved trade competitiveness can
act as catalysts for reducing poverty and inequality. Thik beildetermined by the extent to which Caribbean SIDS can
restructure to produce exports that use domestic capital irggnsivpgrading to produce these types of exports, including
cultural products and services, as well as education services gabolielto increase the sophistication of the regions exports

7 AIC.2/67/L.40.
8 http://blogs.iadb.org/caribbean-dev-trends/2014//kurt-kisto-public-private-partnerships-can-alidstainable-value-to-caribbean-development/.
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and to provide high quality jobs at home. This is keyntreasing the availability of decent work to reduce poverty and
inequality.

2. Non-communicable diseases

The incidence of non-communicable diseases especially among perdbes60 and over age group in Caribbean SIDS is
relatively high. Also, rates of mortality due to non-conmicable diseases among persons over 60 are over one third greater
than the corresponding rates for either Latin America or thdeveloping countries. This is mainly due to higher aliyt
caused by heart disease and diabetes (ECLAC, 2013a). Addrdsisimgituation places a significant burden on economic
resources especially in small economies. One may argue that fomud e placed on creating proper eating and exercise
regimes among youth so that the incidence among older perspogulations where life expectancy is increasing may be
reduced. However, this is a long term solution and in tbe $h medium term more attention needs to be placed on creating
awareness of changing lifestyles with a view to amelioratingrhpacts of non-communicable diseases.

Support for implementation of the Strategic Plan of Acfionthe Prevention and Control of Non-Communicable
diseases for countries of the Caribbean Community 2011+2dl1Belp in creating such awareness. The plan covers risk factor
reduction, screening and treatment, health information systhesdth promotion, advocacy and communications. The
introduction of evidence-based guidelines supported by nigaimii primary health care personnel, and shared tertiary treatment
services will be welcomed as is the plans to introduce annuatiregpon non-communicable diseases by the end of 2014.

3. Persons living with disabilities

About 5 per cent of persons in Caribbean SIDS have some ftgligability which has limited their participation in ‘@bpects

of social, economic and cultural life’. Economic activity amawogh persons is also much lower than among persons withou
disabilities and in some countries persons of working agje disabilities are little more than half as likely as thogbout
disabilities to be employed. Rates of economic activity amangops with disabilities were highest in Antigua and Baabud
and the Cayman Islands, and lower in Barbados, Grenada,aflfiaidd Tobago and Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (ECLAC
2013a). Although governments support employment, self@mment and sheltered employment are promoted in certain
countries, and where reasonable adaptations that contribute swaglhgccessibility of the workplace exist, there is clearly
scope for increased employment of persons with disabilibpih the public and the private sectors (ECLAC, 2013ahodigh
small size and economies may limit the number of such pevgomsnay be engaged it is important to make every attempt to
provide suitable employment opportunities for them. For gk@nmhe President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago ha
appointed a person with a disability to the Senate and h&d cath employers to provide increased opportunities for
employment of such persons in the public and private secfaditionally, since 2008 Barbados had disabled personisel
senate and the President of the Senate in that country is disabled

4, Education

The existing model of education in schools througitbe Caribbean has not kept abreast of the exgpiveeds of societies. This
model still focuses on traditional curricula and,hanly to a limited extent, included the technglogented needs of young people.
The result is that young secondary school gradaséesnprepared for the labour force and in masgsare unemployed and as a
result turn to crime as a means of sustainingiligetls. It is imperative that national authorititégersify the curricula and increase
the availability of opportunities to pursue coursetechnology subjects with a view to meeting rieeds of a wider section of the
young community. However, there is a social stigittached to youth who pursue programmes in techpapplications as these
are traditionally perceived to be of lesser impmtathat the traditional curricula. So how can gowents in small countries
rationalise this situation? This may be achieveolidjin a two-pronged approach. Firstly to educatenpsas well as young people as
to the opportunities for employment in technologigated courses; secondly, provide the institutithreg would allow for such
training (for example as are offered at the Unitersf Trinidad and Tobago, the University of Teology in Jamaica and
community colleges in Barbados and Belize); anddithito make salaries in the technical sectors atitive with those in the
traditional sectors so as to encourage young péoplersue education in technology programmeseaswiill be assured of adequate
remuneration.

5. Ageing

Population ageing is a global phenomenon. Higherm&coountries are generally at a more advanced staie iprocess;
however many middle and lower income countries witlaler economies are now starting to experience ereasing rate
of population ageing. Perhaps the most significd@mographic challenge facing the Caribbean is thénggef the
population. In the coming decades there will bgéamumbers of older persons and they will formrgdaproportion of the
total population. Between 2015 and 2050 the numbeesons aged over 65 will increase from 4 milltor8.5 million (or
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from 9 per cent of the population to 19 per cent)imédt all Caribbean countries and territories will seere rapid
population ageing starting to take place over thd tveo decades and beyond (ECLAC 2013a).

The implications of this rapid population ageing in the lzgan are that systems of health care, social security and
social care are relatively weak and inadequate to meet the needswirém generation of older persons. If future generations
of older persons are to enjoy an acceptable standard of lividggaality of life, these systems will need significant
strengthening. Changes will also be needed in the workpladesariety and the family. How can these changes be facilitated?

In addition to the ICPD Programme, international cooperatiothe issue of population ageing and policies for older
persons has been advanced through the agreement of the Maeinigtiohal Plan of Action on Ageing (2062pand at a
regional level, the Brasilia Declaration (2087and the San Jose Charter (2022fhese agreements have sought to place
emphasis not just on the needs of older persons, bubalsioe contribution that older persons make to society,oanthe
rights of older persons. Their rights, for example to enta security, health and social care, place an obligation on thefres
society to ensure that these rights are realised. Such an appoodathesult in elimination of all forms of discriminatiand
increased participation and integration into the developmerepso of vulnerable groups, particularly young people, older
persons and persons with disabilities.
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http://lundesadspd.org/Ageing/Resources/MadridiatiionalPlanofActiononAgeing.aspx.
https://www.un.org/ageing/documents/regional_re¥i@eclaracion_Brasilia.pdf
http://www.eclac.cl/celade/noticias/paginas/9/4¥@R_Carta_ ENG.pdf.
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lll. The way forward for Caribbean SIDS

Looking forward, this paper endorses the words of Ambasdauls Michele Young of Belize, who stated that small island
developing States (SIDé%),cannot overcome their challenges by themselves and stresseskthfoninnovation in exploring
new financial mechanisms that can move the process along and enadNeraeht of sustainable development. She warned
that in the absence of cooperation and assistance from theatideal community, the success of SIDS would remain but an
illusion. She stated:

“We need clear and practical measures for securing prognessistainable development. We need to better inform
development policy decisions at all levels. The implementatidrese key policies in our economic frameworks will contribute
to increased mobilization of resources and higher levels afaoi growth. The costs of shifting towards a sustdaaméuture
are real, real costs. Helping create the appropriate enabkmgironment to generate and direct capital flowsfficial
development assistance (ODA), domestically-available pubbnde, other sources to the projects where they can deliver
the largest transformational impact, is a critically inifant task for the public sector. No less important & tleed to ensure
that the public funds that are available to support ordil transitions to sustainable development are use@verage and
catalyze larger pools of private finance.”

To achieve this Caribbean states require mechanisms atefjisato strengthen the implementation framework for
the SIDS agenda. Such actions should take into account thigiesumational circumstances, as well as regional petsges.
Mainstreaming sustainable development across ministridgeanational level and grafting of the SIDS agendaéopiost-
2015 agenda are also important. In order to realise thitbl@an SIDS need to define their needs and focus on iealist
achievements in the post-2015 agenda and to determine velcatthigy can occupy in the new reform structure.

This is indeed a call to action by the internaticc@mmunity on behalf of Caribbean SIDS!

2 hitp://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2013/i@+are-faced-with-challenges-in-all-three-dimensiofrsustainable-development-economic-social-and-
environment-sids/.
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