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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Mandate

1. As stipulated in subparagraph 2 of paragraph 88 of the Regional Plan of Action for the Integration 
of Women into Latin American Economic and Social Development, adopted in 1977 at the eleventh 
extraordinary session of the Committee of the Whole of the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on the Integration of 
Women into the Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean will be the link 
between member Governments and the secretariat of ECLAC in the field of women’s integration in 
development.

Place and date of the meeting

2. Pursuant to this mandate, the Presiding Officers elected at the fifth session of the Regional 
Conference on the Integration of Women into the Economic and Social Development of Latin America 
and the Caribbean held their Seventeenth meeting on 9 and 10 December 1993 in Santiago, Chile.

Attendance

3. Representatives of the following member countries of the Presiding Officers participated in the 
meeting: Argentina, Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Netherlands Antilles and Venezuela. Also represented at the 
meeting were the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), the 
Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of American States (IACW/OAS), the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 
(IICA), the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), the International Labour Organisation (ILO), the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) and the Joint UNDP/UNHCR Unit in Support of the International Conference on 
Central American Refugees (CIREFCA). Also represented at die meeting were the Liaison Committee 
of Women’s Non-governmental Organizations of Argentina and Isis International. Moreover, the meeting 
benefited from the special participation of Mrs. Gertrude Mongella, Secretary-General of the Fourth 
World Conference on Women and the region’s representative to the Commission for Organizing the 
Non-governmental Organizations’ Forum. The meeting was chaired by Mrs. Bernardette Dougle, Chief 
of the Bureau of Women and Humanitarian Affairs of the Netherlands Antilles. Mrs. Noemf Haristegui, 
head of the delegation of Argentina, acted as Rapporteur.



Agenda

4. The Presiding Officers adopted the following agenda for their seventeenth meeting:

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Analysis of the outline for the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin
America and the Caribbean

3. Preparation of the outline for the presentation of national reports

4. Preparations for the sixth session of the Regional Conference on the Integration of Women 
into the Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean (Buenos 
Aires, 26-30 September 1994)

5. Preparations by non-governmental organizations and criteria for their selection to participate 
in the Regional Conference

6. Evaluation of the implementation of the recommendations of the Sixteenth meeting of the 
Presiding Officers

7. Formulation of recommendations by the Seventeenth meeting of the Presiding Officers.

B. SUMMARY OF DEBATES

5. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC) welcomed Mrs. Gertrude Mongella, Secretary-General of the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, and recalled that the Presiding Officers had a long tradition of working in support of the 
Regional Conference. Preparations for that Conference were being linked to the tasks performed by 
ECLAC in various fields, in order to incorporate the gender issue into all its areas of work. He 
emphasized the importance of a dialogue between the Secretary-General of the World Conference and the 
representatives of Governments of the region, in that she could convey to them her concerns and the 
general outlines of the Conference. In that respect, he was delighted to have the opportunity of joining 
her in the preparatory process.

6. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC then welcomed the participants in the meeting of the Presiding 
Officers, expressed the hope that their discussions would prove successful and useful and reaffirmed the 
support of ECLAC for the Presiding Officers’ activities.

7. The Secretary-General of the Fourth World Conference on Women, to be held at Beijing in 1995, 
referred to the wide range of activities for which she was responsible and the great inspiration she was 
receiving from everyone engaged in activities for the advancement of women. She welcomed the 
importance which ECLAC was giving to such activities and said that Latin America and the Caribbean 
was one of the regions that had made the most progress in preparations for the Conference, assisted to 
a large extent by the efforts of ECLAC. Moreover, in the meetings of the Commission on the Status of 
Women, the region had made a valuable contribution to defining the Platform for Action which would
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be the main document of the World Conference. In that connection, it should be borne in mind that 
gender had become a concept that contributed to an understanding of the roles and responsibilities of men 
and women in society. That concept provided an analytical and methodological tool for taking women’s 
interests into account in development plans, policies, programmes and projects. It was therefore desirable 
to apply the gender perspective to the analysis of all issues related to women, at both the global and the 
regional and national levels.

8. While acknowledging that it would be impossible for the Beijing Conference to solve all the 
problems affecting women in every region of the world, she said that the analyses made at the Conference 
would be aimed at the joint development of women and men. She therefore invited the participants to take 
other issues into account besides the eight critical areas selected for the Conference, particularly the issue 
of training in science and technology, given its importance for future generations.

9. Although not all grass-roots organizations involved in activities related to women would be able 
to attend the Beijing Conference, many more such organizations would be participating than had done 
in Nairobi and, since the mandate of the World Conference came precisely from that kind of organization, 
it was hoped that they would represent the majority view. Moreover, no specific country or region would 
have a leading role at Beijing; developed and developing countries would be able to participate on equal 
terms.

10. Lastly, she referred to the global situation that would be the backdrop to the Conference. She hoped 
that, unlike the Nairobi Conference, which had been considerably influenced by factors such as the cold 
war, the conflict in the Middle East and apartheid, at the Beijing Conference international issues would 
not affect women’s agenda and needs.

11. The Director of the National Women’s Service of Chile (SERNAM) described the most significant 
advances made in recent years as regards the situation of women, especially the creation of SERNAM, 
a ministerial-level institution whose main objectives were the elimination of impediments to women’s 
equal citizenship with men, their integration in the labour market and the strengthening of the family. Its 
main achievements in the last three years included drawing attention to problems which, until the present 
decade, had not been brought to public attention and had therefore been difficult to overcome, and 
submitting bills aimed at eliminating the legal impediments that affected women.

12. She emphasized the establishment of new participatory, coordinated and intersectoral mechanisms 
for formulating public policies and the close links that existed between the Government and civilian 
society, particularly non-governmental organizations. SERNAM was seeking to promote a wide, 
pluralistic debate in order to arouse the interest of the whole of society in the issue of equal opportunities 
for men and women. To that end, an equal opportunities plan had been drafted, the adoption of which 
was part of the process of the further democratization and modernization of the State.

13. The Chairman of the Presiding Officers said that holding a meeting of the Presiding Officers at 
ECLAC headquarters not only gave participants a feeling of being in a place of their own, but also made 
them aware that they belonged to a global system. That feeling was enhanced by the presence of the 
Secretary-General of the World Conference, which gave reason to hope that the process begun in Mexico 
in 1975 would soon take shape.

14. She said that the Presiding Officers’ meetings permitted valuable exchanges of experience and that 
the Seventeenth meeting was also an essential element of the preparations for the Regional Conference
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and the World Conference. She therefore called upon the participants to make a special effort so that their 
work would be successful and would make an unprecedented contribution to the progress of the region 
and of the whole world.

Analysis of the outline for the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the 
Caribbean (agenda item 2)

15. The Secretary-General of the Fourth World Conference on Women recalled that regions had the 
option to choose independently which issues to analyse in their reports, and said that it would be desirable 
for the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin America and the Caribbean to reflect 
countries’ development problems from a gender perspective. Both the Programme and the Platform for 
Action should take into account the changes that had occurred in recent years and present a list of specific 
actions which countries might adopt.

16. It was agreed that the ECLAC secretariat would incorporate participants’ suggestions into the latest 
version of the Regional Programme of Action; would expand the preamble, taking into consideration the 
recommendations of the expert meeting held in Mexico in November 1992; and pay particular attention 
to economic and political factors, so as to also reflect the problems and situation of the Caribbean 
countries (see adopted agreements in the annex).

Preparation of the outline for the presentation of national reports (agenda item 31

17. The participants emphasized the urgency of establishing the national committees responsible for 
preparations for the Regional Conference and the World Conference and acknowledge that the formulation 
of guidelines for the preparation of national reports was a big step forward, although it was still necessary 
to clarify some ideas in order to avoid confusion, as in the reference to a lack of social equity, which 
could seem to suggest that the latter was a phenomenon that had only emerged in the 1980s.

18. Several Presiding Officers reported that a national committee had already been established in their 
country, and some of them expressed concern that the functioning of their respective committees might 
be affected by the changes of Government that were to take place in 1994. Delegates also acknowledged 
the importance of designating a focal point in each country, and it was suggested that this focal point 
might be the Government Office for Women or, in its absence, the entity that performed similar 
functions. The participants also emphasized the importance of subregional reports, which would help to 
give a fuller picture of Latin America and the Caribbean.

19. The representatives of some intergovernmental bodies said that those bodies had earmarked funds 
for the preparation of national reports and that it was important that countries should know those funds 
existed. The resources should be distributed fairly and according to countries’ needs, which countries 
themselves should make known. Moreover, it should be borne in mind that it would be possible to 
improve further on the national reports in 1995, before the Beijing Conference and on the basis of the 
documents submitted to the Regional Conference in 1994.

20. It was acknowledged that the indicators proposed by the secretariat of the Fourth World Conference 
were appropriate, and it was suggested that they be supplemented in countries where that was possible 
and where the relevant data were available (see annex). It was emphasized that the indicators must reflect
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subregional differences and be adapted to each subregion; moreover, national reports should include a 
gender-based analysis of all indicators.

21. The participants observed that national reports should take into account the characteristics of the 
present situation and their implications for women: the liberalization of international trade and its impact 
on women through employment, the globalization of information and its impact on identity, and the 
democratization of society which was opening up new opportunities for women (see the agreements 
adopted on national reports in the annex).

Preparations for the sixth session of the Regional Conference on the Integration of Women into the 
Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean (Mar del Plata. Argentina. 
26-30 September 1994  ̂ (agenda item 4̂>

22. The Secretary of ECLAC reported that an agreement had been signed with the Government of 
Argentina in November for holding in that country the sixth session of the Regional Conference on the 
Integration of Women into the Economic and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean, 
and that preparations for the session were well under way. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Argentina, 
Mr. Guido di Telia, had also attended the formal signing of the agreement, showing the importance 
attached by the Argentine Government to the preparatory activities.

23. It had been agreed to hold the meeting in the city of Mar del Plata, so as to concentrate all 
activities in one place. Despite the well-known financial constraints to which ECLAC was subject, its 
secretariat remained actively involved in the preparations for the Regional Conference, in close 
cooperation with the secretariat of the World Conference.

24. The delegates of countries represented by the Presiding Officers agreed to hold a plenary meeting 
on the first day of the sixth session; to keep the debate short, national reports would not be presented on 
that occasion, but would be submitted in writing and Government representatives would report on the 
policies they had adopted with regard to priority issues (see the first draft of the agenda in the annex). 
Starting on the second day, two commissions would meet to analyse agenda items and the Regional 
Programme of Action respectively, and informal meetings might be held at the same time, on the 
understanding that they would not have interpretation services.

25. The representatives of the countries of the region were asked to tell the international financial 
agencies what funds they needed in order to participate in the 1994 and 1995 conferences, so that as many 
countries as possible could be represented at both international forums.

Preparations bv non-governmental organizations and criteria for their selection to participate in the 
Regional Conference (agenda item 5)

26. The representative of Latin American non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to the Commission 
for Organizing the Non-governmental Organizations Forum emphasized the close ties existing between 
NGOs and women’s organizations in the region and the coordination achieved in the past in the 
preparation of reports for various regional and world conferences. However, the NGO universe was very 
vast, and that sometimes hampered coordination and communication. She also mentioned the strategies 
that had begun to be outlined for the World Conference; among other things, there were plans to promote
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a process of NGO reflection on the United Nations Decade for Women and the future of women in the 
new millennium, and to expand the capacity of NGOs to exchange ideas with civil society in the countries 
of the region.

27. The Secretary-General of the Beijing Conference said that NGOs should group together in order 
to share the funds available for preparations and, without losing their identity, should make their views 
known through representatives.

28. With respect to the NGO selection criteria, the Chief of the ECLAC Women and Development Unit 
recalled that all NGOs in consultative status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations 
be entitled to participate in the 1994 and 1995 conferences. The Presiding Officers agreed that in the case 
of NGOs without consultative status, only those genuinely involved in activities related to women and 
in the preparatory work for the World Conference should be allowed to participate. Moreover, some of 
them might participate as members of governmental delegations.

29. NGOs were asked to tell the international financial agencies what funds they needed, so that as 
many NGOs as possible could participate in the conferences.
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Annex

AGREEMENTS ADOPTED AT THE SEVENTEENTH MEETING OF THE PRESIDING 
OFFICERS OF THE REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE INTEGRATION OF 

WOMEN INTO THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

I. To entrust the ECLAC secretariat with preparing a draft Regional Programme of Action for the 
Women of Latin America and the Caribbean, 1995-2001, taking into account the inputs prepared 
previously by the secretariat and giving special importance to the suggestions made by the 
Presiding Officers at the informal meeting held on 6-7 December 1993.

II. To recommend that the draft Regional Programme of Action be sent to the countries of the region 
for comments iti early February 1994.

III. To urge the countries to establish national committees as soon as possible to begin the national 
preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995) and the sixth session of 
the Regional Conference on the Integration of Women into the Economic and Social Development 
of Latin America and the Caribbean (Mar del Plata, Argentina, 26-30 September 1994). To request 
ECLAC to send a letter to that effect to Governments.

IV. To suggest to countries that their Government Office for Women, where such a body exists, should 
be the focal point of the national committee. To request ECLAC to send a letter to that effect to 
Governments.

V. To recommend to countries that they adopt the guidelines for preparatory activities for the Fourth 
World Conference on Women: Action for Equality, Development and Peace formulated by the 
secretariat of the Conference, adapt them to the situation of each country and include in their 
reports wherever possible and if the relevant information is available, the following supplementary 
indicators:

data reflecting the heterogeneity of the region;
employment: classify it as follows: formal or informal, urban or rural;
distinguish between the urban, marginal urban, rural and indigenous female population;
impact of armed conflicts on women: include data on refugee women heads of household and
information on up-rooted and repatriated women; data reflecting inequality in employment,
wage discrimination and lack of job training;
data on women’s access to scientific and technological education;
health: include data on unmet demand for contraceptives, fertility rates by income level,
early pregnancy;
economy: include indicators on production by rural women;
violence against women: include data on acts of violence against women and expand the 
sources used (police stations, courts, etc.); 
data on political participation;
education: define literacy and non-formal education indicators clearly; 
data on poverty;
data on progress in the situation of women.
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To recommend that a gender analysis of the data be carried out.

VI. To take note with appreciation of the excellent preparations made by the Government of Argentina 
for the holding of die Regional Conference.

VII. To divide the Regional Conference into a plenary meeting and two commissions, which will meet 
simultaneously to consider the Regional Programme of Action, 1995-2001 and analyse the priority 
issues included in the agenda.

VIII. To recommend that, in view of their importance, the subregional reports, especially those on the 
Caribbean and Central America, should be presented separately at the Regional Conference.

IX. To adopt the following agenda for the Regional Conference:

1. Adoption of the provisional agenda
2. Report by the Chairman of the Presiding Officers on the activities carried out in the period 

1991-1994
3. Report by the ECLAC secretariat on the activities related to women carried out by the 

Commission in the period 1991-1994
4. Analysis and evaluation of priority issues related to the situation of women in the 1990s
5. Analysis and adoption of the Regional Programme of Action for the Women of Latin

America and the Caribbean, 1995-2001
6. Regional preparatory activities for the Fourth World Conference on Women
7. Seventh session of the Regional Conference on the Integration of Women into the Economic 

and Social Development of Latin America and the Caribbean.

X. As regards participation by non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the Regional Conference, 
to recommend that those which are representative and reflect the heterogeneity of Latin America 
and the Caribbean be selected, especially networks of women’s organizations, subregional bodies 
and NGOs involved in the preparations for the Fourth World Conference, as well as relevant 
academic centres.

Bearing in mind that the Chairman of the Conference has the authority to decide whether 
non-governmental organizations may participate in discussions, to recommend that they be given 
an opportunity in the plenary meeting to make their views known, given the important work done 
by NGOs in relation to women.

To agree to encourage the preparatory activities of non-governmental organizations.


