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This document contains the advances made in the review of the preamble and articles 1 to 25 of the text
compiled by the Presiding Officers and includes the language proposals made by the countries on the
preliminary document on the regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in
environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean.
The preliminary document was prepared by ECLAC at the request of the signatory countries of
the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development in the Santiago Decision, adopted at the fourth meeting of the focal points appointed by the
Governments of the signatory countries of the Declaration on the application of Principle 10 of the Rio
Declaration on Environment and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in Santiago from
4 to 6 November 2014,1 thus launching the negotiations on the regional agreement on access to
information, participation and justice in environmental matters.
The first meeting of the negotiating committee of the regional agreement on access to information,
participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin America and the Caribbean was held in Santiago
from 5 to 7 May 2015. On that occasion, the countries adopted the 2UJDQL]DWLRQ DQG ZRUN SODQ RI WKH
QHJRWLDWLQJ FRPPLWWHH RI WKH UHJLRQDO DJUHHPHQW RQ DFFHVV WR LQIRUPDWLRQ SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DQG MXVWLFH LQ
HQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUVLQ/DWLQ$PHULFDDQGWKH&DULEEHDQ.2
At the second meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Panama City from 27 to 29 October
2015, the countries reviewed the preamble, article 1 and part of article 2 of the compiled text. The results of
that review were incorporated into a second version of the compiled text (LC/L.4059/Rev.1).
At the third meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Montevideo from 5 to 8 April 2016, the
countries concluded the review of article 2 and reviewed articles 3 to 5 and part of article 6. In addition, the
committee adopted the 0RGDOLWLHV IRU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI WKH SXEOLF LQ WKH QHJRWLDWLQJ FRPPLWWHH RI WKH
UHJLRQDODJUHHPHQWRQDFFHVVWRLQIRUPDWLRQSDUWLFLSDWLRQDQGMXVWLFHLQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUVLQ/DWLQ
$PHULFDDQGWKH&DULEEHDQ.3
At the fourth meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Santo Domingo from 9 to 12 August
2016, the countries concluded the review of article 6 and reviewed part of article 7.
At the fifth meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Santiago from 21 to 25 November
2016, the countries concluded the review of articles 7 and 8 and began reviewing article 9.
At the sixth meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Brasilia from 20 to 24 March 2017, the
countries concluded the review of articles 9, 10 and 11 and made progress in the analysis of articles
12 to 25. The contact groups examined the outstanding issues under articles 6, 7 and 8.
At the seventh meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Buenos Aires from 31 July to 4 August
2017, the countries agreed articles 6, 7 and 8, made progress in the review of articles 9 bis and 10 and
discussed the institutional arrangements for the future regional agreement (on the basis of articles 11 to 25 of
the compiled text)
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See LC/L.3970, annex A.
LC/L.4011/Rev.1.
See LC/L.4163.
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Acknowledging the significant progress made in the negotiations of the text compiled by the Presiding
Officers, the representatives of the countries participating in the seventh meeting of the negotiating committee
of the regional agreement on access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters in Latin
America and the Caribbean agreed that those advances would be reflected in a seventh version of the
document. They also agreed to resume the negotiations at the eighth meeting of the negotiating committee,
using the seventh version of the compiled text, with the negotiations expected to conclude in December 2017.
Pursuant to the agreements adopted by the negotiating committee at its seventh meeting,4 the
secretariat is herewith making available to countries and the public a seventh version of the compiled text.
&RQVLGHUDWLRQVUHJDUGLQJWKHSUHDPEOHDQGDUWLFOHVWR
During its second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh meetings, the negotiating committee
reviewed the paragraphs of the preamble and articles 1 to 25. Articles 6, 7 and 8 were agreed in their
entirety, as is indicated at the beginning of each article. Paragraphs under other articles on which consensus
was reached in the meeting room were marked as “agreed”. As to the paragraphs on which no consensus
was reached, it was agreed that the country putting forward each new or alternative proposal would be
reflected, as would any countries supporting the proposal, on the understanding that any countries not
mentioned preferred the original text of the negotiating document. The language proposals submitted by the
countries that could not be combined or condensed are grouped into suggested modifications, deletions or
additions to the original text of the preliminary document, or suggested redrafts. The comments made by the
countries during the meeting are contained in footnotes with Arabic numerals.
Pursuant to the 2UJDQL]DWLRQDQGZRUNSODQRIWKHQHJRWLDWLQJFRPPLWWHH and as requested by the
countries, the secretariat compiled the inputs submitted by the public on the preliminary document
prepared by ECLAC in a separate document.5
All the original communications received from the countries, as well as the inputs submitted by
the public, may be consulted online at:
http://www.cepal.org/en/input-preliminary-document,
http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/2/en/additional-input-for-the-meeting,
http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/3/en/node/16,
http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/4/en/additional-input,
http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/5/en/additional_input,
http://negociacionp10.cepal.org/6/en/node/10, and
https://negociacionp10.cepal.org/7/en/node/8.
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See the agreements [online]https://negociacionp10.cepal.org/7/en/documents/agreements-meeting.
See “Compilation of inputs submitted by the public. Note by the Secretariat (DDR/1)”.
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7KH3DUWLHVWRWKHSUHVHQW$JUHHPHQW1

DQWH5HDIILUPLQJWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIWKH8QLYHUVDO'HFODUDWLRQRI+XPDQ5LJKWVDVZHOODVRWKHU
LQWHUQDWLRQDO LQVWUXPHQWV UHODWLQJ WR KXPDQ ULJKWV DQG LQWHUQDWLRQDO ODZ :H HPSKDVL]H WKH
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV RI DOO 6WDWHV LQ FRQIRUPLW\ ZLWK WKH &KDUWHU RI WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV WR UHVSHFW
SURWHFW DQG SURPRWH KXPDQ ULJKWV DQG IXQGDPHQWDO IUHHGRPV IRU DOO ZLWKRXW GLVWLQFWLRQ RI DQ\
NLQGDVWRUDFHFRORXUVH[ODQJXDJHUHOLJLRQSROLWLFDORURWKHURSLQLRQQDWLRQDORUVRFLDORULJLQ
SURSHUW\ELUWKGLVDELOLW\RURWKHUVWDWXV[Brazil, Argentina] [Not revised in the meeting room]
1. 5HDIILUPLQJ all of the principles of the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development
(hereinafter, “Rio Declaration”) and particularly Principle 10 thereof, which establishes,
“Environmental issues are best handled with participation of all concerned citizens, at the relevant
level. At the national level, each individual shall have appropriate access to information concerning
the environment that is held by public authorities, including information on hazardous materials and
activities in their communities, and the opportunity to participate in decision-making processes. States
shall facilitate and encourage public awareness and participation by making information widely
available. Effective access to judicial and administrative proceedings, including redress and remedy,
shall be provided”, [Agreed]
ELV5HDIILUPLQJWKDWWKH+HDGVRI6WDWHDQG*RYHUQPHQWDQG+LJK5HSUHVHQWDWLYHVXQGHUWRRND
FRPPLWPHQW WKURXJK WKH  $JHQGD IRU 6XVWDLQDEOH 'HYHORSPHQW WR DFKLHYH VXVWDLQDEOH
GHYHORSPHQW LQ LWV WKUHH GLPHQVLRQV ²HFRQRPLF VRFLDO DQG HQYLURQPHQWDO² LQ D EDODQFHG DQG
LQWHJUDWHG PDQQHU WR HUDGLFDWH SRYHUW\ LQ DOO LWV IRUPV DQG GLPHQVLRQV WR HQVXUH WKH ODVWLQJ
SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH SODQHW DQG LWV QDWXUDO UHVRXUFHV DQG WR SURPRWH LQFOXVLYH HFRQRPLF JURZWK
[Mexico] [Not revised in the meeting room]
WHU5HLWHUDWLQJWKDW³6WDWHVKDYHLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKH&KDUWHURIWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVDQGWKH
SULQFLSOHVRILQWHUQDWLRQDOODZWKHVRYHUHLJQULJKWWRH[SORLWWKHLURZQUHVRXUFHVSXUVXDQWWRWKHLU
RZQ HQYLURQPHQWDO DQG GHYHORSPHQWDO SROLFLHV DQG WKH UHVSRQVLELOLW\ WR HQVXUH WKDW DFWLYLWLHV
ZLWKLQ WKHLU MXULVGLFWLRQ RU FRQWURO GR QRW FDXVH GDPDJH WR WKH HQYLURQPHQW RI RWKHU 6WDWHV RU RI
DUHDV EH\RQG WKH OLPLWV RI QDWLRQDO MXULVGLFWLRQ´ LQ DFFRUGDQFH SULQFLSOH  RI WKH 6WRFNKROP
'HFODUDWLRQ RQ WKH +XPDQ (QYLURQPHQW DQG SULQFLSOH  RI WKH 5LR 'HFODUDWLRQ RQ (QYLURQPHQW
DQG'HYHORSPHQW[Mexico] [Not revised in the meeting room]


1



Brazil submits the following suggestion: “Taking into account the Santiago Decision, in which the countries decided to
establish a committee to negotiate a “regional instrument” (paragraph 2) whose nature would be defined “during the
negotiation process” (paragraph 11), Brazil reiterates its preference for the use of the term “instrument” instead of
“agreement” since the former prejudges the legal nature of the future instrument. Brazil therefore requests that the
documentation of past and future meetings of the negotiating committee be revised in order to reflect this change.”
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2. 5HFDOOLQJthe Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, Agenda 21,
the Programme for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, the Declaration of Barbados and the
Programme of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, the
Mauritius Declaration and the Mauritius Strategy for the Further Implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States, the Johannesburg
Declaration on Sustainable Development, the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on
Sustainable Development and the Small Island Developing States Accelerated Modalities of Action
(Samoa Pathway), [Agreed]
3. 5HFDOOLQJ DOVR that, in the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, held in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in June 2012, entitled “The future we want”, among the
many provisions referring to Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration, the Heads of State and Government and
high-level representatives acknowledged that democracy, good governance and the rule of law, at the
national and international levels, as well as an enabling environment, were essential for sustainable
development, including sustained and inclusive economic growth, social development, environmental
protection and eradication of poverty and hunger; underscored that broad public participation and access to
information and judicial and administrative proceedings were essential to the promotion of sustainable
development; and encouraged action at the regional, national, subnational and local levels to promote
access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental
matters, as appropriate, [Agreed]
4. 5HFDOOLQJIXUWKHU the adoption, at the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, of the Declaration on the application of Principle
10 of the Rio Declaration, reaffirming the commitment to the rights of access to information,
participation and justice regarding environmental matters, recognizing the need to make commitments
to ensure the full exercise of those rights and declaring a willingness to launch a process to explore
the feasibility of adopting a regional instrument, [Agreed]
5. (PSKDVL]LQJthat the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean have underscored the importance
of the application of Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration in the framework of the United Nations
Environment Assembly of the United Nations Environment Programme, the Human Rights Council, the
Forum of Ministers of the Environment of Latin America and the Caribbean, sessions of ECLAC and the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC), among others,
6. (PSKDVL]LQJDOVR that national laws, instruments and practices have led to advances in the implementation
of access rights,
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRISDUDJUDSK

(PSKDVL]LQJDOVRWKDWWKHQDWLRQDOODZVLQVWUXPHQWVDQGSUDFWLFHVRIWKHVLJQDWRU\FRXQWULHVRIWKH
'HFODUDWLRQRQWKHDSSOLFDWLRQRI3ULQFLSOHKDYHOHGWRDGYDQFHVLQWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIDFFHVV
ULJKWVDQGWKDWQDWLRQDOODZVDQGSUDFWLFHVDUHWKHPDLQSDUDPHWHUVIRUUHDFKLQJDJUHHPHQWVRQ
DQGDSSO\LQJWKHULJKWVDQGREOLJDWLRQVXQGHUWKHSUHVHQW$JUHHPHQW[Mexico] [Not revised in the
meeting room]
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6 bis 5HFDOOLQJ regional and global developments in the area of rights of access in forums such as [Mexico:
5HFDOOLQJ regional and global developments in the area of rights of access in forums such as 5HFDOOLQJWKH
SURJUHVV PDGH RQ DFFHVV WKURXJK WKH DJUHHPHQWV DQG GHFODUDWLRQV DGRSWHG LQ UHJLRQDO DQG JOREDO
IRUXPV VXFK DV] the Port of Spain Accord on the Management and Conservation of the Caribbean
Environment, the Port of Spain Consensus of the Caribbean Regional Economic Conference, the St.
George’s Declaration of Principles for Environmental Sustainability and the Treaty of Basseterre of the
Organization of Eastern Caribbean States,the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in
Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) and its Protocol on
Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers, the Guidelines for the Development of National Legislation on
Access to Information, Public Participation and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Bali
Guidelines), the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Sustainable
Development Decision-Making, [Peru: WKH&RQYHQWLRQFRQFHUQLQJ,QGLJHQRXVDQG7ULEDO3HRSOHV
1R RIWKH,QWHUQDWLRQDO/DERXU2UJDQL]DWLRQWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQV'HFODUDWLRQRQWKH5LJKWVRI
,QGLJHQRXV 3HRSOHV], the Model Inter-American Law on Access to Public Information and the Open
Government Partnership, among others,
7. 5HVROYHG to make commitments to ensure the full exercise of the rights of access to information,
participation and justice in environmental matters enshrined in Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration,
understanding these to be important prerequisites for building a citizenry that is committed to sustainable
development in line with a rights-based approach [Colombia: in line with a rights-based approach],
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWVRISDUDJUDSK

5HVROYHG WR PDNH HYHQ PRUH VLJQLILFDQW SURJUHVV WRZDUGV WKH IXOO LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI DFFHVV ULJKWV
HQVKULQHGLQ3ULQFLSOHRIWKH5LR'HFODUDWLRQWDNLQJLQWRDFFRXQWWKHSURYLVLRQVRIWKHURDGPDS
IRU WKH FUHDWLRQ RI DQ LQVWUXPHQW RQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI 3ULQFLSOH  LQ /DWLQ $PHULFD DQG WKH
&DULEEHDQ DQG WKH /LPD 9LVLRQ IRU D UHJLRQDO LQVWUXPHQW RQ DFFHVV ULJKWV UHODWLQJ WR WKH
HQYLURQPHQWUHFRJQL]LQJWKDW³DQLQVWUXPHQWIRU/DWLQ$PHULFDDQGWKH&DULEEHDQZLOOFRQWULEXWH
WRHQVXULQJHIIHFWLYHDQGWLPHO\DFFHVVWRHQYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQSDUWLFLSDWLRQLQGHFLVLRQVWKDW
DIIHFWWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGDFFHVVWRMXVWLFHLQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUVIRUDOO´ [Mexico] [Not revised
in the meeting room]

5HVROYHG WR IRUJH D V\VWHP RI ULJKWV DQG REOLJDWLRQV IRU WKH IXOO LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH ULJKWV RI
DFFHVVWRLQIRUPDWLRQSDUWLFLSDWLRQDQGMXVWLFHLQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUVDVHQVKULQHGLQ3ULQFLSOH
 RI WKH 5LR 'HFODUDWLRQ UHFRJQL]LQJ WKHVH WR EH LPSRUWDQW IRU EXLOGLQJ D FLWL]HQU\ WKDW LV
FRPPLWWHGWRVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW[Mexico] [Not revised in the meeting room]
8. 5HFRJQL]LQJ that everyone has the right to a healthy environment [Ecuador, Plurinational State of
Bolivia: WREHH[HUFLVHG@in harmony with nature, [Colombia, Mexico: in harmony with nature] which
is essential for the full development of human beings and for the achievement of sustainable
development [Brazil, Mexico, Colombia, Jamaica, PeruLQLWVWKUHHGLPHQVLRQV VRFLDOHFRQRPLFDQG
HQYLURQPHQWDO  LQ D EDODQFHG PDQQHU], poverty eradication, equality, and the preservation and
stewardship of the environment for the benefit of present and future generations [Brazil, Mexico,
Colombia: poverty eradication, equality, and the preservation and stewardship of the environment for
the benefit of present and future generations]
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9. 7DNLQJ LQWR DFFRXQW that exercising access rights deepens and strengthens [Mexico: FRQWULEXWHV WR
VWUHQJWKHQLQJ@democracy and contributes to better protection of the environment and thus of human
rights, [Mexico: and contributes to better protection of the environment and thus of human rights DQG
WREHWWHUSURWHFWLRQRIWKHHQYLURQPHQW@
10. 5HDIILUPLQJ the obligations assumed by the Parties [Colombia: by the Parties]to respect, protect and
fulfil the right to freedom of thought, expression, assembly and association [Colombia: and
association DVVHPEO\DVVRFLDWLRQDQGSULYDF\], and the right to information, participation in public
affairs and access to justice, among others, established in international human rights law,2 [Colombia:
established in international human rights law LQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKHREOLJDWLRQVHQVKULQHGLQWKH
UHOHYDQW LQVWUXPHQWV HVWDEOLVKHG LQ LQWHUQDWLRQDO KXPDQ ULJKWV ODZ DQG GRPHVWLF ODZV RI WKH
VLJQDWRU\FRXQWULHVWRWKHGHFODUDWLRQ@>Mexico:5HDIILUPLQJWKHREOLJDWLRQVDVVXPHGWRUHVSHFW
SURWHFWDQGIXOILODFFHVVULJKWVXQGHUWKHSUHVHQW$JUHHPHQW]

11. (PSKDVL]LQJ that access rights are interrelated and interdependent, and so each and every one of them
should be promoted and implemented in an integrated and balanced manner, [agreed]
12. %HDULQJ LQ PLQG that access to information is fundamental in all democratic societies and that it is
essential to take active measures to bring environmental information into the public domain, doing
everything possible to guarantee [Brazil, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Argentina: guarantee
SURPRWH] ready, rapid, effective and practical access to that information, [Colombia: doing
everything possible to guarantee ready, rapid, effective and practical access to that information,
ZLWKLQWKHVSHFLILFFLUFXPVWDQFHVRIHDFK6WDWH]
6XJJHVWHGPRGLILFDWLRQWRSDUDJUDSK
%HDULQJ LQ PLQG WKDW DFFHVV WR LQIRUPDWLRQ LV NH\ WR PDNLQJ SURJUHVV WRZDUGV VXVWDLQDEOH
GHYHORSPHQW WR ZKLFK HQG LW LV HVVHQWLDO WR WDNH WLPHO\ IDLWKIXO PHDVXUHV WR EULQJ HQYLURQPHQWDO
LQIRUPDWLRQLQWRWKHSXEOLFGRPDLQLQRUGHUWRHQDEOHWKHSXEOLFWRSDUWLFLSDWHUHVSRQVLEO\DQGJLYH
REMHFWLYH RSLQLRQV LQ GHFLVLRQPDNLQJ SURFHVVHV WKDW DIIHFW WKH SXEOLF¶V ZHOOEHLQJ DQG
HQYLURQPHQW WDNLQJ LQWR DFFRXQW WKH FKDUDFWHULVWLFV RI DQG LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK QDWLRQDO OHJDO
IUDPHZRUNV [Mexico]
13. 5HDIILUPLQJ that it is essential to promote participation by all sectors of society in furthering the
issues that form the region’s environmental agenda, as an important part of [Brazil: furthering the
issues that form the region’s environmental agenda, as an important part of] the process of building
and establishing a collective awareness [Brazil, Costa Rica, Panama, El Salvador, Guatemala, Peru:
building and establishing a collective awareness UDLVLQJ DZDUHQHVV] of the diverse natural and
cultural heritage of our peoples, in order to advance social inclusion, enhance solidarity, eradicate
poverty and inequality and restore the balance and the health and integrity of our planet,




2

Brazil suggests replacing paragraph 10 with paragraph 1 ante.
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6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRISDUDJUDSK

5HDIILUPLQJWKDWWKHSDUWLFLSDWLRQRIVRFLHW\LQWKHIRUPXODWLRQDQGDSSOLFDWLRQRIDQHQYLURQPHQWDO
DJHQGDE\WKHFRXQWULHVFRQWULEXWHVWRWKHFRQVHUYDWLRQDQGWKHVXVWDLQDEOHXVHRIQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHV
DQGWKHDFKLHYHPHQWRIVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW[Mexico]
14. 5HFDOOLQJthat, as a fundamental pillar of Principle 10, constraints on or the lack of suitable means by
which to access justice in environmental matters deprives people of the “right to rights” by denying
them or limiting real ways to exercise them, and that the principles underpinning rule of law, as well
as equality, accessibility and effectiveness, must be guaranteed [Colombia: guaranteed PDLQWDLQHG]
not only at the start but all the way through the settlement process,
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWVRISDUDJUDSK
5HFDOOLQJWKDWDVDIXQGDPHQWDOSLOODURI3ULQFLSOHVXLWDEOHPHDQVE\ZKLFKWRDFFHVVMXVWLFHLQ
HQYLURQPHQWDO PDWWHUV PXVW EH DYDLODEOH WR DOO DQG WKDW WKH SULQFLSOHV XQGHUSLQQLQJ WKH UXOH RI
ODZDVZHOODVHTXDOLW\DFFHVVLELOLW\DQGHIIHFWLYHQHVVPXVWEHJXDUDQWHHGQRWRQO\DWWKHVWDUWEXW
DOOWKHZD\WKURXJKWKHVHWWOHPHQWSURFHVV[secretariat at the request of Argentina] [Not revised in the
meeting room]
%HDULQJ LQ PLQG WKDW DFFHVV WR MXVWLFH LQ HQYLURQPHQWDO PDWWHUV ZLOO EHQHILW IURP LQGHSHQGHQW
HIIHFWLYHDQGDFFHVVLEOHMXGLFLDOSURFHVVHV[Mexico]
15. 5HFRJQL]LQJthat cooperation, in all its modalities, and institutional capacity-building are essential for
the full implementation of access rights,
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRISDUDJUDSK
5HFRJQL]LQJ WKDW FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK D YLHZ WR VWUHQJWKHQLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQDO FDSDFLWLHV DQG DFWLRQV WR
UDLVHDZDUHQHVVDQGGHYHORSFDSDFLWLHVDWGLIIHUHQWOHYHOVLQJRYHUQPHQWDQGVRFLHW\FRQWULEXWHWR
SURPRWLQJDFFHVVULJKWVDQGVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW[Mexico] 
16. %HDULQJLQPLQG also that it is necessary to promote environmental education in order to, inter alia,
raise awareness3 among the public sector and the public, in order to contribute to the effective
implementation of access rights, and provide people with the knowledge, skills and understanding
they need to participate in environmental decision-making,
17. 8QGHUVFRULQJ the important contribution and fundamental role of the public and social organizations,
[Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica: LQFOXGLQJ IDLWKEDVHG RUJDQL]DWLRQV] and especially women,
children and youth, indigenous peoples [Ecuador: DQGQDWLRQDOLWLHV] [Honduras: DQG HWKQLFJURXSV]
and other groups and constituencies in the effective implementation of access rights and the
attainment of sustainable development,




3

Colombia expresses reservations on the term “awareness-raising”.
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6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRISDUDJUDSK
8QGHUVFRULQJ WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI SXEOLF SDUWLFLSDWLRQ DQG UHFRJQL]LQJ WKDW VRFLDO RUJDQL]DWLRQV
ZRPHQER\VJLUOV\RXWKLQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHVWKHSXEOLFVHFWRUWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUDQGRWKHUJURXSV
DQG FRPPXQLWLHV FDQ FRQWULEXWH WR WKH HIIHFWLYH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI DFFHVV ULJKWV DQG WKH
DFKLHYHPHQWRIVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW[Colombia, Mexico, Brazil]
18. 5HLWHUDWLQJ that, regardless of the measures agreed upon in order to strengthen the full
implementation of access rights, nothing shall preclude, and the Parties4 shall be encouraged to adopt,
additional measures to ensure even broader access to information, participation and justice in
environmental matters,
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRISDUDJUDSK
5HLWHUDWLQJ WKDW UHJDUGOHVV RI WKH PHDVXUHV DJUHHG XSRQ LQ RUGHU WR VWUHQJWKHQ WKH IXOO
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI DFFHVV ULJKWV WKH 3DUWLHV PD\ DGRSW DGGLWLRQDO PHDVXUHV FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK
QDWLRQDOOHJLVODWLRQWRSURPRWHWKHDSSOLFDWLRQRIULJKWVRIDFFHVVWRLQIRUPDWLRQSDUWLFLSDWLRQDQG
MXVWLFHLQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUV[Mexico]
19. 5HFRJQL]LQJ the multiculturalism of the Latin America and the Caribbean region and the different
cosmovisions5 of its peoples, [Agreed]
20. &RQYLQFHG that the present Agreement will help [Brazil: that the present Agreement will help RIWKH
QHHGWR] generate synergies at the international, regional and national levels with a view to supporting
implementation in Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development,6
 ELV 5HDIILUPLQJ WKH FRPPLWPHQWV HQVKULQHG LQ WKH RXWFRPH GRFXPHQW RI WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV
VXPPLWIRUWKHDGRSWLRQRIWKHSRVWGHYHORSPHQWDJHQGDHQWLWOHG³7UDQVIRUPLQJRXUZRUOG
WKH  $JHQGD IRU 6XVWDLQDEOH 'HYHORSPHQW´ ZKLFK UHFRJQL]HVWKH QHHG WR EXLOG SHDFHIXO MXVW
DQGLQFOXVLYHVRFLHWLHVWKDWSURYLGHHTXDODFFHVVWRMXVWLFHDQGWKDWDUHEDVHGRQUHVSHFWIRUKXPDQ
ULJKWV LQFOXGLQJWKHULJKWWRGHYHORSPHQWRQHIIHFWLYHUXOHRIODZDQGJRRGJRYHUQDQFHDWDOOOHYHOV
DQG RQ WUDQVSDUHQW HIIHFWLYH DQG DFFRXQWDEOH LQVWLWXWLRQV :H XQGHUVFRUH WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI WKH
6XVWDLQDEOH'HYHORSPHQW*RDOVLQFOXGHGLQWKH$JHQGDLQSDUWLFXODUDPRQJRWKHUV*RDO
ZKLFKVHHNVWRSURPRWHSHDFHIXODQGLQFOXVLYHVRFLHWLHVIRUVXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQWSURYLGHDFFHVV
WRMXVWLFHIRUDOODQGEXLOGHIIHFWLYHDFFRXQWDEOHDQGLQFOXVLYHLQVWLWXWLRQVDWDOOOHYHOV[Brazil] [Not
revised in the meeting room]
21. &RQYLQFHG that the present Agreement will promote and strengthen [Brazil: that the present
Agreement will promote and strengthen RI WKH QHHG WR SURPRWH DQG VWUHQJWKHQ] dialogue,
cooperation and technical assistance and help to generate synergies for the implementation of access
rights,7 [Colombia: LQOLQHZLWKQDWLRQDOSULRULWLHVDQGQHHGV]


4
5
6
7

Colombia expresses reservations on the term “Parties”.
Jamaica expresses reservations on the term “cosmovisions”.
Colombia and Mexico express reservations on the drafting of the paragraph.
Mexico and Panama suggest considering the drafting of paragraph 20. Colombia suggests considering the
drafting of paragraph 15.
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6XJJHVWHGDGGLWLRQDOSUHDPEXODUSDUDJUDSK

 ELV 5HFRJQL]LQJ WKDW 6WDWHV VKRXOG SURPRWH DQG WDNH DSSURSULDWH DQG QHFHVVDU\ PHDVXUHV ZLWK D
YLHZWRDFKLHYLQJSURJUHVVLYHO\WKHIXOOH[HUFLVHDQGHQMR\PHQWRIULJKWVRIDFFHVVWRLQIRUPDWLRQDQG
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ[Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:DQGMXVWLFH]LQHQYLURQPHQWDOLVVXHVDQGWKDWLQRUGHUWR
HQVXUHWKHLUUHDOL]DWLRQ6WDWHVPXVWUHIUDLQIURPDGRSWLQJPHDVXUHVWKDWFRXOGKLQGHUWKHHIIHFWLYHQHVV
DQGJXDUDQWHHRIWKHULJKWRIDFFHVVWRLQIRUPDWLRQDQGSDUWLFLSDWLRQ[Saint Vincent and the Grenadines:
DQGMXVWLFH]LQHQYLURQPHQWDOLVVXHV[Colombia, Dominican Republic]8
+DYHDJUHHGDVIROORZV:
Article 1
Objective

The objective of this Agreement is to ensure the full and effective [Colombia: full and effectiveSURJUHVVLYH]
application of the rights of access as enshrined in Principle 10 of the 1992 Rio Declaration, based on
cooperation and capacity-building [Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: WR JXDUDQWHH WKDW WKRVH ULJKWV DUH
IXOO\REVHUYHGDQGLPSOHPHQWHG] in order to protect the rights of present and future generations to live in a
healthy environment, [Mexico: in order to protect the rights of present and future generations to live in a
healthy environment]

6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOH

7KHREMHFWLYHRIWKHSUHVHQWLQVWUXPHQWLVWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQLQ/DWLQ$PHULFDDQGWKH&DULEEHDQ
RI DFFHVV ULJKWV DV HQVKULQHG LQ WKH 'HFODUDWLRQ RQ WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI 3ULQFLSOH  RI WKH 5LR
'HFODUDWLRQ[Mexico]
Article 2
Definitions
For the purposes of the present Agreement:
³$FFHVV ULJKWV´ means the rights of access to environmental information, public participation in the
decision-making process [Brazil and Mexico: LQ HQYLURQPHQWDO PDWWHUV] and access to justice in
environmental matters, as enshrined in Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration.
“&RPSHWHQWDXWKRULW\” means any public body that, by legal mandate, exercises the powers, authority and
functions for the application of access rights. In the right of access to information provisions set out under
article 6 the present Agreement, a competent authority shall mean any public authority in any branch of the
State (executive, legislative and judicial) and at any level of the internal government structure (central or
federal, regional, provincial or municipal); it also applies to independent and autonomous bodies,
organizations and entities owned or controlled by the government, whether by virtue of powers granted by
the Constitution or other laws, as well as to private organizations that receive substantial public funds or
benefits (directly or indirectly) or that perform public functions and services, but only with respect to the
public funds or benefits received or to the public functions and services performed.
8

Costa Rica, Panama and Chile express reservations on the inclusion of the new paragraph.
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6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHGHILQLWLRQRI³FRPSHWHQWDXWKRULW\”:

³&RPSHWHQWDXWKRULW\´PHDQVDQ\SXEOLFERG\RULQVWLWXWLRQWKDWE\OHJDOPDQGDWHDQGZLWKLQWKH
VSKHUH RI LWV SRZHUV LV UHVSRQVLEOH IRU WKH DSSOLFDWLRQ RI DFFHVV ULJKWV LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK WKH
SURYLVLRQVRIWKHOHJLVODWLRQRIWKHUHVSHFWLYH6WDWHSDUW\[Mexico, Colombia]9
6XJJHVWHGDGGLWLRQRIGHILQLWLRQRI³SXEOLFDXWKRULW\LQYROYHG´ [Brazil, Mexico, Argentina]
³3HUVRQVLQYXOQHUDEOHVLWXDWLRQV´[Jamaica, Antigua and Barbuda: ³9XOQHUDEOHJURXSV´] means those
persons[Costa Rica, Uruguay, ChileRUJURXSV]who, because of their age, gender, physical or mental
condition, or social, economic, ethnic and/or cultural circumstances, face particular difficulties in fully
exercising the access rights recognized in this Agreement. The causes of vulnerability may include,
[Trinidad and Tobago: LQWHU DOLD] age, disability, belonging to [Colombia: HWKQLF JURXSV] indigenous
communities or minority groups, victimization, migration and internal displacement, [ColombiaDUPHG
FRQIOLFW]poverty, gender and deprivation of liberty. The determination of persons in vulnerable situations
in each country shall depend on its specific characteristics, including its level of social and economic
development.10[Mexico, Jamaica, Brazil, Antigua and BarbudaDOOWKHIRUHJRLQJFRQVLVWHQWO\ZLWKLWV
QDWLRQDOOHJLVODWLRQ].
“(QYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ” means any information that is written, visual, audio, electronic or
recorded in any other form, concerning the state of the environment and natural [Costa Rica: FXOWXUDODQG
JHQHWLF] resources [El Salvador: WUDGLWLRQDO NQRZOHGJH DQG JHQHWLF UHVRXUFHV], including information
on possible adverse impacts associated with the environment [Brazil: LQ WKH FRQWH[W RI VXVWDLQDEOH
GHYHORSPHQW] and human health [Colombia, Plurinational State of Bolivia: SXEOLFKHDOWK] [Costa Rica,
El Salvador: human health]
(a) the state of the biotic and abiotic elements of the environment, such as the air and atmosphere, water,
earth, landscapes, protected areas, biological diversity and its components, including genetically modified
organisms; and the interaction between these elements;
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU D  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia,11 Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
(b) factors, such as substances, energy, noise, radiation and waste, including radioactive waste, emissions,
spills and other releases into the environment, that affect or could affect elements of the environment;
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU E  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]

9
10
11

Uruguay expresses reservations.
Mexico suggests including environmental matters among causes of vulnerability. Colombia suggests a more
general definition.
Saint Lucia spoke as an observer country in the process of formally joining the process.
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(c) legislation, administrative acts related to environmental matters or that affect or could affect the
elements and factors cited in subparagraphs (a) and (b), and the measures, policies, rules, plans,
programmes that support them;
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU F  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Uruguay, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
(d) reports and administrative acts on compliance with environmental legislation;
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU G  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Uruguay, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
(e) economic and social analyses, as well as other studies used to make decisions related to the
legislation, administrative acts and supporting mechanisms referred to in subparagraph (c);
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU H  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Uruguay, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
(f) the state of the health and safety of individuals, living conditions, cultural assets [Jamaica: assets VLWHV
DQG EXLOW VWUXFWXUHV@, when these are or could be affected by the state of the elements of the
environment cited in subparagraph (a) or any of the factors or measures indicated in subparagraphs
(b) and (c);
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU I  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
(g) acts, resolutions, and decisions on matters related to the environment that are issued by the national
judicial and/or administrative bodies; and
6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU J  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Uruguay, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
(h) any other information on the environment or on elements, components or concepts related thereto
[Antigua and Barbuda: IRU WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI WKH HQYLURQPHQW IRU WKH SUHVHQW DQG IXWXUH
JHQHUDWLRQVDQGSURWHFWLRQRIKXPDQKHDOWK].

6XJJHVWHG GHOHWLRQ RI OHWWHU K  RI WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI ³HQYLURQPHQWDO LQIRUPDWLRQ´ [Mexico, Colombia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, Uruguay, El Salvador, Brazil, Saint Lucia, Argentina, Panama] [Peru: reconsider these
subparagraphs in other articles of the text]
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6XJJHVWHGDGGLWLRQDOOHWWHULQWKHGHILQLWLRQRI³HQYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQ´

L  &RPPXQLW\ NQRZOHGJH DQG WUDGLWLRQDO NQRZOHGJH SUDFWLFHV RI LQGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV DQG
LQQRYDWLRQVSUDFWLFHVDQGNQRZOHGJHDFTXLUHGWKURXJKJHQHUDWLRQV[Antigua and Barbuda]
LELV ,QIRUPDWLRQRQWKHLQFRPHWKH6WDWHUHFHLYHVIURPWKHH[SORLWDWLRQRILWVQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHV[Peru]
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWLQDUWLFOHGHILQLWLRQRI³HQYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQ´

³(QYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQ´PHDQVDQ\LQIRUPDWLRQWKDWLVZULWWHQYLVXDODXGLRDQGHOHFWURQLFRU
UHFRUGHGLQDQ\RWKHUIRUPUHJDUGLQJLQWHUDOLDWKHVWDWHRIWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGLWVHOHPHQWVQDWXUDO
UHVRXUFHV ELRGLYHUVLW\ LQFOXGLQJ JHQHWLF UHVRXUFHV DQG LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ SRVVLEOH DGYHUVH LPSDFWV
DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK IDFWRUV DIIHFWLQJ RU OLNHO\ WR DIIHFW WKH HQYLURQPHQW DQG KXPDQ KHDOWK DQG LVVXHV
UHODWHGWRHQYLURQPHQWDOPDQDJHPHQW´[Trinidad and Tobago, Chile, Jamaica, Grenada]

³3XEOLF SDUWLFLSDWLRQ´ means the process by which natural or legal persons, individually or collectively,
contribute to decision-making on environmental matters through different modalities of participation that are
institutionalized or otherwise established in accordance with national legislation or practice.

“3XEOLF” means one or more natural or legal persons and, their associations, organizations or groups,
[Jamaica, Mexico, Brazil, Plurinational State of Bolivia, Colombia, Honduras, Argentina:LQDFFRUGDQFH
ZLWKQDWLRQDOOHJLVODWLRQRUSUDFWLFH].
“'LUHFWO\DIIHFWHGSXEOLF” means public affected or potentially affected by decisions with environmental
impacts [Mexico: with environmental impacts WDNHQ LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK WKH SURYLVLRQV RI QDWLRQDO
OHJLVODWLRQ DQG SUDFWLFHV]. [Costa Rica, Argentina, Colombia, Plurinational State of Bolivia, Brazil,
Honduras, Panama, Dominican Republic: suggest deleting this definition]
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIGHILQLWLRQRI³GLUHFWO\DIIHFWHGSXEOLF´
³'LUHFWO\ DIIHFWHG SXEOLF´ PHDQV WKH SXEOLF WKDW RZLQJ WR SODFH RI UHVLGHQFH RU RWKHU
FKDUDFWHULVWLFVSHUFHLYHVSDUWLFXODUDGYDQWDJHVRUGLVDGYDQWDJHVDVDUHVXOWRIWKHGHFLVLRQDWKDQG
[Panama] [not revised in the meeting room] [Costa Rica, Argentina, Colombia, Plurinational State of
Bolivia, Brazil, Honduras, Dominican Republic: suggest deleting this definition]
“3XEOLFFRQFHUQHG” PHDQVWKHSXEOLFDIIHFWHGRUOLNHO\WREHDIIHFWHGE\RUKDYLQJDQLQWHUHVWLQWKH
HQYLURQPHQWDOGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ [Uruguay, Peru, Ecuador] [Costa Rica, Argentina, Colombia, Plurinational
State of Bolivia, Brazil, Honduras, Panama, Dominican Republic: suggest deleting this definition]
“3XEOLFFRQFHUQHG” PHDQVWKHSXEOLFDIIHFWHGRUOLNHO\WREHDIIHFWHGE\RUKDYLQJDQLQWHUHVWLQ
WKH HQYLURQPHQWDO GHFLVLRQPDNLQJ )RU WKH SXUSRVHV RI WKLV GHILQLWLRQ QRQJRYHUQPHQWDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV SURPRWLQJ HQYLURQPHQWDO SURWHFWLRQ DQG PHHWLQJ DQ\ UHTXLUHPHQWV XQGHU QDWLRQDO
ODZ [Jamaica] [Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Chile: and meeting any requirements under national
law] VKDOO EH GHHPHG WR KDYH DQ LQWHUHVW [Costa Rica, Argentina, Colombia, Plurinational State of
Bolivia, Brazil, Honduras, Panama, Dominican Republic: suggest deleting this definition]
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“'HFLVLRQPDNLQJ LQ HQYLURQPHQWDO PDWWHUV”12 means the development, implementation, compliance
[Panama: compliance], [Brazil: PRQLWRULQJ] and evaluation of laws and regulations [Panama, Plurinational
State of Bolivia, Peru, Mexico: laws and regulations QRUPDWLYH IUDPHZRUNV], policies, plans, strategies,
programmes, projects —whether [Mexico: whether] public or private liable to affect the environment or the
use, exploitation or conservation of natural resources [Costa Rica, Uruguay: FRQVHUYDWLRQ DQG VXVWDLQDEOH
XVHRIQDWXUDOUHVRXUFHVthe use, exploitation or conservation of natural resources] at all levels of the internal
government structure (central or federal, regional, provincial or municipal). [Mexico: at all levels of the
internal government structure (central or federal, regional, provincial or municipal) LQ DFFRUGDQFH ZLWK
QDWLRQDOOHJLVODWLRQDQGSUDFWLFHV@.
6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIWKHGHILQLWLRQRI³HQYLURQPHQWDOGHFLVLRQPDNLQJ´[Colombia]

6XJJHVWHGDGGLWLRQRIWKHIROORZLQJGHILQLWLRQV

³$FFHVV WR MXVWLFH´ PHDQV DQ\ MXGLFLDO SURFHVV WKURXJK ZKLFK DQ H[SHGLWLRXV DQG FRPSUHKHQVLYH
UHVROXWLRQ WR D OHJDO FRQIOLFW RI DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO QDWXUH LV VRXJKW [Colombia: IURP QDWLRQDO
MXULVGLFWLRQDO ERGLHV] [Chile: IURP QDWLRQDO MXULVGLFWLRQDO DQG DGPLQLVWUDWLYH ERGLHV] XQGHU HTXDO
FRQGLWLRQV RI WKH SDUWLHV [Paraguay: WR WKH OLWLJDWLRQ] [Chile: WR WKH SURFHHGLQJV], ZLWK D YLHZ WR
REWDLQLQJ DQ LQGLYLGXDOO\ DQG VRFLDOO\ IDLU RXWFRPH [Argentina] [Uruguay, Colombia, Chile: under
equal conditions of the parties, with a view to obtaining an individual and socially fair outcome]

³$FFHVV WR MXVWLFH´ PHDQV WKH UHPRYDO RI EDUULHUV LQWHU DOLD OHJDO VRFLDO DQG ILQDQFLDO WR DOORZ
SHUVRQVWR VHHNUHGUHVV RQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUVWKURXJKDQ\>IRUPDORULQIRUPDO@LQVWLWXWLRQRI
MXVWLFHZKLOHDIIRUGLQJHTXDOWUHDWPHQWIRUDOOSDUWLHV[Saint Lucia]
³(QYLURQPHQWDO MXVWLFH´ PHDQV WKH SRVVLELOLW\ WKDW OHJDO FRQIOLFWV RI DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO QDWXUH UHFHLYH
IURP WKH MXULVGLFWLRQDO ERGLHV H[SHGLWLRXV DQG IXOO VHWWOHPHQW ZKLFK WR WKH GHJUHH WKDW LW FDQ EH
DFKLHYHG E\ WKH FRXUWV RI MXVWLFH ZLOO FRQWULEXWH WR HQYLURQPHQWDO SURWHFWLRQ DQG WKH SURPRWLRQ RI
VXVWDLQDEOHGHYHORSPHQW. [Argentina] [Uruguay, Paraguay, Saint Lucia, Colombia: delete this definition]
³(QYLURQPHQWDOLPSDFWDVVHVVPHQW´ [Jamaica]
³2SHQGDWD´ [Agreed to include definition]
Article 3
Principles13
The measures adopted to fulfil the objective of the present Agreement and apply its provisions shall be
guided, inter alia, by the following principles:
a. Principle of equality and non-discrimination;
b. Principle of transparency and accountability;
12
13

Brazil requests that “environmental decision-making” be replaced with “decision-making on environmental matters”
throughout the whole document.
Mexico enters a reservation. It was agreed to delete the proposed principle of responsible use of information and
include it in articles concerning access to information.
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c. Principle of cooperation;
d. Principle of non-regression and progressive realization;
e. Principle of good faith;
f. Preventive principle;
g. Precautionary principle;

h. Principle of intergenerational equity;
i. Principle of disclosure of public information.
6XJJHVWHGDGGLWLRQRISULQFLSOHV

j. 6RYHUHLJQW\ RI 6WDWHV RYHU WKHLU QDWXUDO UHVRXUFHV [Mexico, Argentina] [Uruguay: include in
preamble instead of here]
k. /HJDO HTXDOLW\ RI 6WDWHV [Paraguay] [Argentina: legal VRYHUHLJQ] [Uruguay: include in preamble
instead of here]
l. 3URSHUVRQD [Panama, Chile, Costa Rica, Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago,
Antigua and Barbuda, Saint Lucia, Grenada] 14
Article 4
[agreed] [deleted]
Article 5
General obligations15
1. In order to contribute to sustainable development, [Jamaica: In order to contribute to sustainable
development,] the Parties shall ensure the full enjoyment of [Jamaica: the full enjoyment of] the right
of all individuals to live in a healthy and sustainable [Jamaica: and sustainable] environment that
enables them to guarantee their health and well-being and the effective enjoyment of their human
rights in harmony with nature. [Jamaica: that enables them to guarantee their health and well-being
and the effective enjoyment of their human rights in harmony with nature@

6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK [Colombia, Uruguay, Mexico, Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica,
Saint Lucia, Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago, Costa Rica, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala, Plurinational
State of Bolivia]

14
15

Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Colombia and Honduras express reservations.
Mexico suggests deletion of article 5. Mexico suggests deleting “the Parties” and putting verbs in infinitive case.
Colombia, Mexico, Uruguay, Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago, Costa
Rica, Honduras, El Salvador, Guatemala and Bolivia (Plurinational State of) suggest changing the title of the
article to “General provisions”.
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2. Each Party shall adopt the legislative, regulatory or other measures necessary [Jamaica,
Panama: FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK GRPHVWLF FLUFXPVWDQFHV] to guarantee full implementation of the
provisions of the present Agreement [Costa Rica: the provisions of the present Agreement DFFHVV
ULJKWVLQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUV].
6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Colombia]

6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK

(DFK 3DUW\ VKDOO LPSOHPHQW WKH QHFHVVDU\ PHDVXUHV LQWHU DOLD OHJLVODWLYH UHJXODWRU\ RU RWKHU
PHDVXUHVDVDSSURSULDWHDQGFRQVLVWHQWZLWKGRPHVWLFFLUFXPVWDQFHVLQRUGHUWRIDFLOLWDWHWKHIXOO
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SURYLVLRQV RI WKLV $JUHHPHQW [Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda,
Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Grenada]
3. Each Party shall endeavour to ensure that its officials and authorities advise [Paraguay: advise JXLGH]
[Colombia: advise JXLGH] [Mexico: DVVLVW DQG JXLGH] [Jamaica: HGXFDWH] the public, especially
groups [Argentina: DQG SHUVRQV] in vulnerable situations, and provide technical assistance
[Colombia: and provide technical assistance] so they may obtain access [Colombia: so they may
obtain access LQ RUGHU WR IDFLOLWDWH DFFHVV] to information, participation in decision-making and
access to justice in environmental matters.
4. Each Party shall promote environmental awareness and [Colombia: awareness and] education in the
public sector and among the public, for the purpose of contributing to the effective application of
rights of access to information, participation and justice in environmental matters [Mexico, Colombia,
Chile: information, participation and justice in environmental matters], and providing people with
knowledge, capacities and understanding [Jamaica, Costa Rica: knowledge, capacities and
understanding LQIRUPDWLRQ] [Chile: capacities and understanding], [Jamaica, Costa Rica: DQGEXLOG
FDSDFLW\ZKHUHQHFHVVDU\@so they can participate in environmental decision-making.

6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK

(DFK 3DUW\ VKDOO SURPRWH HQYLURQPHQWDO HGXFDWLRQ DQG FDSDFLW\EXLOGLQJ LQ WKH SXEOLF VHFWRU DQG
DPRQJWKHSXEOLFIRUWKHSXUSRVHRIFRQWULEXWLQJWRWKHHIIHFWLYHDSSOLFDWLRQRIDFFHVVULJKWV [Peru]
5. Each Party shall create an enabling environment and grant recognition, protection and [Brazil, Chile,
Jamaica: LQVWLWXWLRQDO] support16 [Colombia, Jamaica: VXEMHFWWRQDWLRQDOFDSDFLWLHVDQGVLWXDWLRQV]
to associations, organizations, groups and/or individuals that defend [Jamaica: DQGRU SURWHFW] the
environment [Costa Rica: DQG WKH SXEOLF LQWHUHVW@ [Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda,
Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Grenada: LQWKHSXEOLFLQWHUHVW] and will ensure that they will not be harassed,
victimized [Costa Rica, Chile: LQWLPLGDWHG] or subjected to illegitimate coercive measures in the
exercise of the rights recognized in the present Agreement. [Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Mexico,
Paraguay, Costa Rica, Argentina, El Salvador] [Mexico, Colombia, Paraguay: LQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKLWV
GRPHVWLFOHJLVODWLRQ].17

16
17

Paraguay expresses reservations on the term “support”.
Argentina proposes to include language on labour organizations in another provision.
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6. The Parties shall encourage the non-Party countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to adhere to
the present Agreement.18 [Jamaica, 19 Chile: adhere to the present AgreementREVHUYHWKHSURYLVLRQV
RIWKLV$JUHHPHQWDQGEHFRPHVLJQDWRULHV@
7. The Parties shall collaborate within each State, at all levels and with all sectors of society, for
implementation of the provisions of the present Agreement. [Jamaica: The Parties shall collaborate within
each State, at all levels and with all sectors of society, for implementation of the provisions of the present
Agreement 7KH 3DUWLHV VKDOO FROODERUDWH ZLWK DOO VHFWRUV ZLWKLQ WKHLU UHVSHFWLYH 6WDWHV IRU
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKHSURYLVLRQVRIWKHSUHVHQW$JUHHPHQW]They shall also coordinate the activities
conducted in accordance with the present Agreement as well as with any other relevant international
agreements to which they may be Party, in order to strengthen synergies between the activities carried out
under each agreement, while avoiding duplication of efforts.20
6XJJHVWHGPRGLILFDWLRQWRDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK
7KH3DUWLHVVKDOOFRRSHUDWHZLWKDOOVHFWRUVRIVRFLHW\WDNLQJPHDVXUHVWRDGYDQFHWKHIXOILOPHQWRIWKH
SXUSRVHRIWKLV$JUHHPHQW [Mexico, Brazil]

8. None of the provisions of the present Agreement shall limit or repeal other rights or standards set forth in
any other existing international agreement.21 [Brazil: RU LQ QDWLRQDO OHJLVODWLRQ] [Peru: LQFOXGLQJ WKH
ULJKWRILQGLJHQRXVSHRSOHVWRFRQVXOWDWLRQDQGWRIUHHSULRUDQGLQIRUPHGFRQVHQW].

6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Colombia]
9. The provisions of the present Agreement shall not prevent the Parties from ensuring broader access to
information, participation and justice in environmental matters than provided herein, by means of
existing or future national measures. [Mexico: by means of existing or future national measures]
6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Colombia]
10. Each Party shall endeavour to ensure that the principles set out in [Chile, Mexico:principles set out in
SURYLVLRQV RI] the present Agreement are applied [Brazil: applied WDNHQ LQWR FRQVLGHUDWLRQ] in
international decision-making on environmental matters [Argentina, Mexico, Brazil: on
environmental matters RQDFFHVVULJKWV], as well as in the framework of international forums when
environmental matters are involved. [Argentina, Mexico, Brazil: environmental matters are involved
DFFHVVULJKWVDUHLQYROYHG@
6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Colombia, Mexico]

18

19
20
21

Colombia, Argentina, Saint Lucia, Peru, Brazil and Chile suggest moving this item to the preamble. Mexico,
Argentina and Peru suggest moving it to interim arrangements. Mexico suggests linking it to cooperation and
capacity-building.
Jamaica expressed flexibility regarding the possibility of moving this item to the preamble, maintaining
this wording.
Jamaica suggests separating the second sentence into a new paragraph.
Mexico suggests moving to final provisions. Argentina suggests deleting the numeral or revising the language to
cast in a positive formulation.
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11. The Parties shall guarantee enjoyment [Brazil, Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica,
Saint Lucia, Grenada: enjoyment H[HUFLVH] of the rights recognized in the present Agreement under
equal conditions without distinctions, in accordance with the principle of nondiscrimination.[Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica, Saint Lucia, Grenada: , in
accordance with the principle of non-discrimination] In fulfilling their obligations, the Parties shall
give consideration to women, minorities, indigenous peoples and Afrodescendants, children, youth
and older persons. [Argentina: DPRQJRWKHUV] [Trinidad and Tobago, Antigua and Barbuda, Jamaica,
Saint Lucia, Grenada: to women, minorities, indigenous peoples and Afrodescendants, children,
youth and older persons HVSHFLDOO\WRSHUVRQVRUJURXSVLQYXOQHUDEOHVLWXDWLRQV]

6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK

7KH3DUWLHVVKDOOHQGHDYRXUWRHQVXUHWKDWWKHLUDXWKRULWLHVZLWKLQWKHVFRSHRIWKHLUSRZHUVDQGLQ
DFFRUGDQFHZLWKWKHLUGRPHVWLFOHJLVODWLRQSURPRWHWKHHQMR\PHQWRIUHFRJQL]HGULJKWVXQGHUHTXDO
FRQGLWLRQVZLWKRXWGLVWLQFWLRQXQGHUWKHSULQFLSOHRIQRQGLVFULPLQDWLRQ[Mexico]
12. In the implementation of the present Agreement, the Parties shall adopt the most favourable
interpretation in order to guarantee the fullest effectiveness of access rights [Antigua and Barbuda:
DFFHVVWRMXVWLFH] and the protection of the environment.22

6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Jamaica].

13. To guarantee access rights, the [Colombia: To guarantee access rights, the 7KH] Parties shall
encourage the use of, inter alia, [Jamaica, Chile, Colombia: VXFK DV] new information and
communications technologies, electronic government, social networks and social and telematic
media, [Mexico: inter alia RSHQ GDWD RU DQ\ RWKHU PHDQV,] in all [Chile: UHOHYDQW] languages
including those used by indigenous peoples [Plurinational State of Bolivia, Paraguay, Colombia,
Mexico, Brazil: ZKHQ SRVVLEOHDV DSSURSULDWH].[Argentina, Chile: ,Q QR FLUFXPVWDQFHV VKDOO WKH
XVHRIHOHFWURQLFPHGLDFRQVWUDLQRUUHVXOWLQGLVFULPLQDWLRQDJDLQVWWKHSXEOLF]. [Agreed to make
reference to “open data” in paragraph 13 of article 5 (ex 7.9)]
Article 6
Access to environmental information23
$FFHVVLELOLW\RIHQYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
1. Each Party shall ensure the public’s right of access environmental information in its possession,
control or custody in accordance with the principle of maximum disclosure.
2. The exercise of the right of access to environmental information includes:
(a) requesting and receiving information from SXEOLF DXWKRULWLHV without mentioning any special
interest or explaining the reasons for the request;


22
23

Argentina suggests moving this item to the principles. Colombia suggests considering it under another section.
Agreed. Text in bold pending harmonization with definitions and consistency with other articles.
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(b) being informed promptly whether the requested information is in possession or not of the SXEOLF
DXWKRULW\ receiving the request; and
(c) being informed of the right to appeal and the requirements for exercising this right, when
information is not delivered.
3. Each Party shall facilitate access to environmental information for individuals and/or groups in
vulnerable situations, establishing procedures for the provision of assistance, from the formulation of
requests through to the delivery of the information, taking into account their conditions and
specificities, for the purpose of promoting access and participation under equal conditions.
Each Party shall guarantee that the above-mentioned individuals and/or groups in vulnerable situations,
including members of indigenous peoples and ethnic groups, receive assistance in preparing their requests
and obtain a response.
5HIXVDORIDFFHVVWRHQYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
4. If the requested information or part thereof is not delivered to the petitioner because it falls under the
domestic legal regime of exceptions, the SXEOLF DXWKRULW\ shall communicate its refusal in writing,
including the legal provisions invoked to withhold it and the reasons justifying the decision in each
case, and inform the petitioner of the right to appeal.
5. When refusing access to information, domestic legislation may be applied. In cases where a Party
does not have a domestic legal regime of exceptions, that Party may apply the following exceptions:

(a) when disclosure would put at risk the life, safety or health of individuals;
(b) when disclosure would adversely affect would put at risk the life, safety or health of individuals;
(c) when disclosure would adversely affect the protection of the environment, including any
endangered or threatened species;
(d) when disclosure would create a clear, probable and specific risk of substantial harm to law
enforcement, prevention, investigation and prosecution of crime.
6. The exception regimes shall take into account each Party’s human rights obligations. Each Party shall
encourage the adoption of exception regimes that favour the disclosure of information.
7. The reasons for refusal shall be legally established in advance, clearly defined and regulated taking
into account the public interest and thus interpreted restrictively. The burden of proof will lie with the
SXEOLFDXWKRULW\.
8. When applying the public interest test, the SXEOLFDXWKRULWLHV shall weigh the interest of withholding the
information against the public benefit of disclosing it, based on suitability, need and proportionality.

9. Where not all the information contained in a document is exempt under paragraph 5 of the present
article, the non-exempt information shall be provided to the applicant.
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&RQGLWLRQVDSSOLFDEOHWRWKHGHOLYHU\RIHQYLURQPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
10.The SXEOLFDXWKRULWLHVshall guarantee that the environmental information is provided in the format
requested by the petitioner, if available. In the absence of such a format, the environmental
information shall be provided in the format in which it is available. 
11.The SXEOLFDXWKRULWLHV shall respond to requests for environmental information as quickly as possible
and within a period not longer than 30 business days from the date of receipt of the request, or less if
so stipulated in domestic legislation.
12.Where, in exceptional circumstances under domestic legislation, the SXEOLFDXWKRULW\ requires more
time to respond to the request, it shall notify the petitioner in writing of the justification for the
extension prior to the expiration of the period established in paragraph 11 of the present article. Such
an extension shall not exceed 10 business days.
13.In the event that the SXEOLFDXWKRULW\ does not respond within the periods established in paragraphs
11 and 12 of the present article, SDUDJUDSKRIDUWLFOHVKDOODSSO\.
14.When the SXEOLF DXWKRULW\ receiving the request does not have the requested information, it shall
notify the petitioner as quickly as possible, indicating, where possible, which authority may be in
possession of the information. The request shall be forwarded to the relevant authority, and the
petitioner so informed.
15.When the requested information does not exist or has not yet been generated, the petitioner shall be so
notified within the period established in paragraphs 11 and 12 of the present article.
16.Environmental information shall be made public at no cost, insofar as its reproduction and/or delivery
is not required. Reproduction and delivery costs shall be applied in accordance with the procedures
established by the SXEOLFDXWKRULW\Such costs shall be reasonable and made known in advance, and
payment can be waived in the event that the petitioner is deemed to be in a vulnerable situation or to
have special circumstances warranting such a waiver.
,QGHSHQGHQWRYHUVLJKWPHFKDQLVPV
17.Each Party shall establish or designate one or more impartial entities or institutions with autonomy
and independence to promote transparency in access to environmental information, to oversee
compliance with rules, and monitor, report on and guarantee the right of access to information. Each
Party may consider including or strengthening, as appropriate, sanctioning powers within the scope of
the responsibilities of the aforementioned entities or institutions.
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Article 7
Generation and dissemination of environmental information24
1. Each Party shall guarantee, to the extent possible within available resources, that the SXEOLF
DXWKRULWLHV generate, collect, publicize and disseminate environmental information relevant to their
functions in a systematic, proactive, timely, regular, accessible and comprehensible manner, and
periodically update this information and encourage the disaggregation and decentralization of
environmental information at the subnational and local levels. Each Party shall strengthen
coordination between the different authorities of the State.
2. The SXEOLF DXWKRULWLHV shall endeavour to ensure, to the extent possible, that environmental
information is reusable, processable and available in formats that are accessible, and that no
restrictions are placed on its reproduction or use, in accordance with domestic legislation.
3. Each Party shall have in place one or more up-to-date environmental information systems, which may
include, inter alia:
(a) the texts of international treaties and agreements, as well as environmental laws, regulations and
administrative acts;
(b) reports on the state of the environment;
(c) a list of public entities competent in environmental matters, and where possible, their respective
areas of operation;
(d) a list of polluted areas, by type of pollutant and location;
(e) information on the use and conservation of natural resources and ecosystem services;
(f) scientific, technical or technological reports, studies and information on environmental matters
produced by academic and research institutions, public or private, national or foreign;
(g) climate change sources aimed at building national capacities;
(h) information on environmental impact assessment processes and on other environmental
management instruments, where applicable, and/or environmental licences or permits granted by
the competent authorities;
(i) an estimated list of waste by type and, when possible, by volume, location and year; and
(j) information on the imposition of administrative sanctions in environmental matters.
Each Party shall guarantee that environmental information systems are duly organized, accessible to
all persons and made progressively available through information technology and georeferenced
media, where appropriate.
4. Each Party shall take steps to establish a pollutant release and transfer register for the air, water, soil
and subsoil, materials and waste in its jurisdiction. This register will be established progressively and
updated periodically.

24

Agreed. Text in bold pending harmonization with definitions and consistency with other articles.
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5. Each Party shall guarantee that in the case of an imminent threat to public health or the environment, the
relevant SXEOLFDXWKRULW\ shall immediately disclose and disseminate through the most effective means all
pertinent information in its possession that could help the public take measures to prevent or limit potential
damage. Each Party shall develop and implement an early warning system using available mechanisms.
6. In order to facilitate access by LQGLYLGXDOVDQGRUJURXSVLQYXOQHUDEOHVLWXDWLRQV to information that
particularly affects them, each Party shall endeavour, where applicable, to ensure that the SXEOLF
DXWKRULWLHV disseminate environmental information in the various languages used in the country, and
prepare alternative formats that are comprehensible to those groups, using suitable channels
of communication.
7. Each Party shall use its best endeavours to publish and disseminate at regular intervals, not to exceed
five years, a national report on the state of the environment, which may contain
(a) information on the state of the environment and natural resources, including quantitative data,
where possible;
(b) national actions to fulfil environmental legal obligations;
(c) advances in the implementation of the access rights under the present Agreement;25 and
(d) collaboration agreements among public, social and private sectors. 



Such reports shall be drafted in an easily comprehensible manner and accessible to the public in
different formats and disseminated through appropriate means, taking into account cultural realities.
Each Party may invite the public to make contributions to these reports.

8. Each Party shall encourage independent environmental performance reviews that include nationally or
internationally agreed criteria and guides and common indicators, with a view to evaluating the efficacy,
effectiveness and progress of its national environmental policies in fulfilment of their national and
international commitments. The reviews should include participation by the various stakeholders.
9. Each Party shall promote access to environmental information contained in concessions, contracts,
agreements or authorizations granted, which involve the use of public goods, services or resources, in
accordance with domestic legislation.

10.Each Party shall ensure that consumers and users haveofficial, relevant and clearinformation on the
environmental qualities of goods and services and their effects on health, favouring sustainable
production and consumption patterns.
11. Each Party shall create and keep updated its archiving and document management systems in
environmental matters in accordance with the applicable rules with the aim of facilitating access
to information.

25

To be considered when examining art. 17.
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12. Each Party shall take the necessary measures, through legal or administrative frameworks, among others,
to promote access to environmental information in the possession of private entities, in particular
information on their operations and the possible risks and effects on human health and the environment.
13. In accordance with its capacities, each Party shall encourage public and private companies, particularly
large companies, to prepare sustainability reports that reflect their social and environmental performance.
Article 8
Public participation in environmental decision-making26
1. Each Party shall ensure the public’s right to participation and for that purpose shall commit to
implement open and inclusive participation in environmental decision-making processes based on
domestic and international normative frameworks.
2. Each Party shall guarantee mechanisms for the participation of the public in decision-making
processes, revisions, re-examinations or updates with respect to projects and activities and other
processes for granting environmental permits that have or may have a significant impact on the
environment, including when they may affect health.
3. Each Party shall promote the participation of the public in other decision-making processes, revisions,
re-examinations or updates than those referred to in paragraph 2 of the present article with respect to
environmental matters of public interest, which have or may have a significant impact on the
environment, such as land-use planning, policies, strategies, plans, programmes, rules and
regulations, among others.
4. Each Party shall adopt measures to ensure that the public can participate in the decision-making
process from the early stages,27 so that due consideration can be given to the observations of the
public, thus contributing to the process.
To that effect, each Party shall provide the public with the necessary information in a timely, clear
and comprehensible manner, to give effect to its right to participate in the decision-making process.
5. The public participation procedure will provide for reasonable timeframes that allow sufficient time to
inform the public and for its effective participation.
6. The public shall be informed, through appropriate means, such as in writing, electronic, oral and
customary methods, and in a timely, comprehensible and effective manner, as a minimum, of
the following:
(a) the type or nature of the environmental decision under consideration and, where appropriate, in
non-technical language;
(b) the authority responsible for making the decision and other authorities and bodies involved;

26
27

Agreed. Text in bold pending harmonization with definitions and consistency with other articles.
Include “early stage” in the definitions. Panama: When defined include, “when all the options are open”.
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(c) the procedure foreseen for the participation of the public, including the date on which the
procedure will begin and end, mechanisms for participation and, where applicable, the date and
place of any public consultation or hearing; and
(d) the SXEOLFDXWKRULWLHV involved from which additional information on the environmental decision
under consideration can be requested and the procedure for requesting information.

7. The public’s right to participate in environmental decision-making processes shall include the
opportunity to present observations through appropriate means available, according to the
circumstances of the process. Before adopting the decision, the competent SXEOLFDXWKRULW\ shall give
due consideration to the outcome of the participation process.
8. Each Party shall ensure that once a decision has been made, the public is informed in a timely manner
thereof and of the grounds and reasons underlying the decision, including how the observations of the
public have been taken into consideration. The decision and its basis shall be made public and
be accessible.
9. The dissemination of the decisions resulting from environmental impact assessments and other
environmental decision-making processes, in which the public has participated, foreseen in the
present Agreement, shall be carried out through appropriate means, which may include in writing,
electronic, oral and customary methods, in an effective and prompt manner.
The information disseminated shall include the established procedure to allow the public to take the
relevant administrative and legal actions.
10. Each Party shall establish conditions that are favourable to public participation in environmental
decision-making and that are adapted to the social, economic, cultural, geographical and gender
characteristics of the public.
11. When the primary language of the directly affected public is different to the official languages, the
competent authority shall ensure that means are provided to facilitate their understanding and participation.
12. Where appropriate, and in accordance with national legislation, each Party shall promote public
participation in international forums and negotiations on environmental matters and/or with an
environmental impact, in accordance with the procedural rules on participation of each forum.
The participation of the public at the national level on matters of international environmental forums
shall also be promoted, where appropriate.
13.Each Party shall encourage the establishment or make use of existing appropriate spaces for
consultation on environmental matters, in which various groups and sectors are able to participate.
Each Party shall promote regard for local knowledge, dialogue and interaction of different views,
where appropriate.
14.The SXEOLF DXWKRULWLHV shall make efforts to identify and support LQGLYLGXDOV DQGRU JURXSV LQ
YXOQHUDEOH VLWXDWLRQV in order to engage them in an active, timely and effective manner in
participation mechanisms. For these purposes, appropriate means and formats will be considered, in
order to eliminate barriers to participation.
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15.In the implementation of the present Agreement, each Party shall guarantee that its domestic
legislation and respective international obligations in relation to the rights of indigenous peoples and
local communities are observed.
16.The SXEOLF DXWKRULW\ shall make efforts to identify the public directly affected by the projects or
activities that have or may have a significant impact on the environment and shall promote specific
actions to facilitate their participation.
17. With respect to the environmental decision-making processes referred to in paragraph 2 of the present
article, as a minimum, the following information shall be made public:
(a) a description of the area of influence and physical and technical characteristics of the proposed project
or activity;
(b) a description of the main environmental impacts of the project or activity and, as appropriate, the
cumulative environmental impact;
(c) a description of the measures foreseen with respect to those impacts;
(d) a summary of (a), (b) and (c) of the present paragraph in comprehensible, non-technical language;
(e) the public reports and opinions of the involved entities addressed to the competent authority
related to the project or activity under consideration;
(f) a description of the available technologies to be used and alternative locations for executing the
project or activity subject to assessment, when the information is available; and
(g) actions taken to monitor the implementation and results of environmental impact assessment
measures.
The aforementioned information shall be made available free of charge to the public in accordance with
paragraph 16 of article 6 of the present Agreement.
Article 9
Access to justice in environmental matters
1. Each Party shall [JXDUDQWHHIDFLOLWDWH@ [Chile, Argentina: JXDUDQWHH] the right of access to justice in
environmental matters through administrative and/or judicial means, in accordance with [Argentina: WKH
JXDUDQWHHVRI] due process [Argentina: DQGWKHSULQFLSOHVHVWDEOLVKHGLQWKHSUHVHQW$JUHHPHQW].
2. Each Party shall ensure, in accordance with its national laws, access to national judicial or
administrative entities to challenge, with respect to substance and procedure, the legality of:
(a) any decision, action or omission related to the access to environmental information;
(b) any decision, action or omission related to public participation in the decision-making process
regarding environmental matters; and

(c) any decision, action or omission that affects or could affect the environment adversely or violate
laws and regulations related to the environment.
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3. EachParty shall ensure the right of appeal to a higher administrative and/or judicial body.

6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK>-DPDLFD@
4. To [JXDUDQWHHIDFLOLWDWH] the right of access to justice in environmental matters, each Party shall have:
(a) judicial or non-judicial competent entities with expertise in environmental matters;
(b) procedures subject to the principles of due process, such as effectiveness, publicity and
impartiality, among others;
(c) broad active legal standing in defence of the environment;
(d) mechanisms to execute and enforce judicial and/or administrative rulings and decisions [WKURXJK
DOOPHDQVDYDLODEOHLQWKHQDWLRQDOOHJDOIUDPHZRUN]
(e) mechanisms for redress, including restitution, restoration, compensation, assistance for affected
persons and, as applicable, the establishment of financial mechanisms, such as funds to assist
in redress;
(f) the possibility of ordering precautionary, interim and oversight measures to safeguard, prevent,
halt and rehabilitate or mitigate damage to the environment [DQGSXEOLFKHDOWK]; and
(g) measures to facilitate the production of evidence of environmental damage, including, where
appropriate, strict liability [DQG WKH UHYHUVDO RI WKH EXUGHQ RI SURRI] [DQG WKH LQFOXVLRQ RI D
G\QDPLF EXUGHQ RI SURRI DV DSSOLFDEOH]. Mechanisms should be promoted to ensure the
production of evidence, even when the Parties do not have the necessary funds to do so.
The Parties shall encourage the establishment of judicial and/or administrative standards of review in
cases pertaining to environmental damage.
5. To facilitate access to justice in environmental matters, each Party shall establish:
(a) mechanisms to minimize or eliminate barriers to the exercise of the aforementioned right,
including those linked to financial costs;
(b) mechanisms to publicize the right of access to justice and procedures to ensure its effectiveness;
(c) mechanisms to communicate and disseminate judicial and/or administrative decisions; and
(d) the use of interpreters or translators when the petitioners or defendants speak indigenous languages.
6. In order to [JXDUDQWHHIDFLOLWDWH] [Argentina: JLYHHIIHFWWR] the right of access to justice, each Party
shall give consideration to [YXOQHUDEOH JURXSV SHUVRQV DQG JURXSV LQ YXOQHUDEOH VLWXDWLRQ@ by
establishing, inter alia:
(a) support mechanisms, including free technical and legal assistance; and
(b) assistance for persons with disabilities or difficulties with reading and/or writing.
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7. The Parties shall ensure that the [Costa Rica: MXGLFLDODQGDGPLQLVWUDWLYH] decisions adopted [Costa Rica:
LQHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUV] are set out in writing and duly justified [Jamaica: are set out in writing and
duly justified DQGWKHOHJDOUHDVRQLQJVDUHVHWRXWLQZULWLQJ], and made available to the public.
8. The Parties shall encourage the generation of public registers of judicial and/or administrative
decisions in environmental matters.
9. The Parties shall >HQFRXUDJH HVWDEOLVK@ the development and use of alternative dispute resolution
mechanisms, where appropriate.
10. When implementing the present article [Dominican Republic: present article ULJKWRIDFFHVVWRMXVWLFH
LQ HQYLURQPHQWDO PDWWHUV] [Panama: present article SDUDJUDSKV DERYH], the Parties shall apply,
where appropriate, the following interpretation principles: LQ GXELR SUR QDWXUD, prevention,
precautionary and non-regression, among others.
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOH

(DFK 3DUW\ VKDOO JXDUDQWHH WKH ULJKW WR DFFHVV WR MXVWLFH LQ HQYLURQPHQWDO PDWWHUV WKURXJK
DGPLQLVWUDWLYHDQGRUMXGLFLDOPHDQVLQOLQHZLWKWKHLUGRPHVWLFOHJLVODWLRQDQGLQNHHSLQJZLWKWKH
SULQFLSOHVRIHTXDOLW\OHJDOLW\HIIHFWLYHQHVVSXEOLFLW\DQGWUDQVSDUHQF\HQVXULQJWKDWWKHVHUYLFHLV
IUHHWLPHO\DQGLPSDUWLDO

7KH3DUWLHVVKDOOHQVXUHWKHULJKWRIDSSHDOWRDVXSHULRUDGPLQLVWUDWLYHDQGRUMXGLFLDOERG\ZLWK
FRPSHWHQF\RYHUHQYLURQPHQWDOPDWWHUV [Mexico]

Article 9 bis
6XJJHVWHGQHZWLWOHIRUDUWLFOHELV6DIHJXDUGVLQWKHH[HUFLVHRIDFFHVVULJKWV[Argentina]
The Parties shall take adequate measures to prevent,28 investigate and prosecute attacks, threats,
coercions or intimidations that any person or group may suffer while exercising the rights guaranteed
by the present Agreement.
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHELV[Costa Rica, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Chile]
$UWLFOHELV
5HFRJQLWLRQDQGSURWHFWLRQRIHQYLURQPHQWDOGHIHQGHUV

 (QYLURQPHQWDO GHIHQGHUV DUH LQGLYLGXDOV RU JURXSV WKDW ZRUN WR SURWHFW DQG SURPRWH KXPDQ
ULJKWVUHODWHGWRWKHHQYLURQPHQW

 7KH 3DUWLHV VKDOO JXDUDQWHH FRQGLWLRQV FRQGXFLYH WR WKH ZRUN RI HQYLURQPHQWDO GHIHQGHUV
LQFOXGLQJE\UHFRJQL]LQJWKHPSURWHFWLQJDQGSURPRWLQJWKHLUULJKWVWRIUHHGRPRIRSLQLRQDQG
H[SUHVVLRQSHDFHIXODVVHPEO\DQGDVVRFLDWLRQWRIUHHPRYHPHQWDQGWKHIUHHH[HUFLVHRIWKHLU
DFFHVVULJKWV
28

Jamaica expresses reservations on the term “prevent”.
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 (DFK 3DUW\ VKDOO WDNH PHDVXUHV WR UHFRJQL]H SURWHFW DQG SURYLGH LQVWLWXWLRQDO VXSSRUW WR
HQYLURQPHQWDO GHIHQGHUV LQ RUGHU WR SUHYHQW WKHLU KDUDVVPHQW SHUVHFXWLRQ LQWLPLGDWLRQ RU
VXEMHFWLRQWRFRHUFLYHPHDVXUHV

 7KHILUVWPHHWLQJRIWKH&RQIHUHQFHRIWKH3DUWLHVVKDOOHVWDEOLVKDQDGKRFZRUNLQJJURXSWKDW
ZLOO SUHSDUH D SODQ RI DFWLRQ RQ FUHDWLQJ FRQGLWLRQV FRQGXFLYH WR WKH ZRUN RI HQYLURQPHQWDO
GHIHQGHUV ZKLFK ZLOO EH SUHVHQWHG DW WKH VHFRQG PHHWLQJ RI WKH &RQIHUHQFH RI WKH 3DUWLHV IRU
FRQVLGHUDWLRQDQGDGRSWLRQ


Article 1029
Capacity-building and cooperation30
1. To guarantee implementation of the provisions of the present Agreement, the Parties shall promote
capacity-building and cooperation based on national demands and needs, specific regional
considerations, flexibility, efficiency and effectiveness, results-based management and consideration
of the target audiences. The purpose of capacity-building and cooperation will be to establish a
framework for peers to share experiences and carry out activities of common interest.31
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK
,Q RUGHU WR FRQWULEXWH WR WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SURYLVLRQV RI WKH SUHVHQW $JUHHPHQW WKH 3DUWLHV
FRPPLWWRFUHDWLQJDQGVWUHQJWKHQLQJWKHLUQDWLRQDOFDSDFLWLHVZKHUHQHFHVVDU\ [Chile, Mexico]
2. The Parties shall cooperate to build capacity and strengthen human and institutional resources to
implement the present Agreement in an effective manner, particularly in [Colombia: WKRVH 3DUWLHV
WKDWDUH] least developed countries or Caribbean small island developing States.32
3. For the purposes of implementation of the previous paragraph, and within the framework of the
commitments established in the present Agreement, cooperation modalities [Colombia: modalities
DFWLYLWLHV@may include, inter alia: [Argentina, Colombia: cooperation modalities may include, inter alia:
6WDWHVPD\PDNHXVHRIDOOW\SHVRIDFWLYLWLHVDQGPHFKDQLVPVWKDWFRQWULEXWHWRWKDWHQG@33
(a) discussions, workshops, exchanges of experts, technical assistance, education and awarenessraising [Colombia: and awareness-raising] and observatories;
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At the seventh meeting of the negotiating committee, held in Buenos Aires from 31 July to 4 August 2017,
article 10 was negotiated on the basis of the clean text prepared by Costa Rica and Saint Vincent and the
Grenadines (LC/CNP10.7/DDR/3).
Mexico suggests dividing the article into: (i) article 10 “Capacity-building”, assimilating the current arts. 10.1,
10.5(a), 10.5(b) and 9.8; (ii) article 10 bis “Cooperation”, assimilating the current arts. 10.2, 10.3, 10.6 and 9.9;
and (iii) article 10 ter “Clearing house”, assimilating the current art.10.4. Jamaica reserves the right to reexamine the article at a future meeting and to make comments after the review of arts. 11 to 25 and before
beginning to re-examine other substantive articles.
Colombia and Argentina suggest reformulating the paragraph. Paraguay suggests reviewing the reference to this
matter in the preamble.
Mexico suggests adding the objective of cooperation. Colombia suggests that no distinctions should be made
between countries and that the paragraph should be reformulated. Chile notes the complementarity among all
countries and the need to reflect the particularity of some countries.
Mexico suggests not listing the elements. Chile, Paraguay and Peru suggest keeping the list.
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(b) development, exchange and implementation of educational, training and awareness-raising
materials and programmes at the national and international level;
(c) voluntary codes of conduct, guidelines, good practices and/or standards;34
(d) sharing of experiences at all levels;35 and
(e) committees, councils and public-private platforms to address cooperation priorities and activities.36
4. A clearinghouse on access rights, to be managed by the secretariat, is hereby established for the
purpose of [Costa Rica: A clearinghouse on access rights, to be managed by the secretariat, is hereby
established for the purpose of 7KH 3DUWLHV VKDOO HVWDEOLVK D {Mexico: YLUWXDO DQG XQLYHUVDOO\
DFFHVVLEOH} FOHDULQJKRXVH RQ DFFHVV ULJKWV IRU WKH SXUSRVH RI] promoting synergies and
coordination in [Chile: coordination in] capacity-building [Mexico, Colombia: for the purpose of
promoting synergies and coordination in capacity-building”].37 [Dominican Republic: WKDW ZLOO EH
PDQDJHGE\WKHVHFUHWDULDW].
[Colombia, Dominican Republic: :LWKRXW SUHMXGLFH WR WKH SURWHFWLRQ RI FRQILGHQWLDO LQIRUPDWLRQ]
The Parties shall provide to the clearinghouse on access rights whatever may be required [Colombia:
whatever may be required DOO LQIRUPDWLRQ UHTXLUHG] in accordance with the decisions adopted by the
Conference of the Parties [Mexico: in accordance with the decisions adopted by the Conference of the
Parties], which may include, inter alia:38
(a) legislative, administrative and policy measures on access rights;
(b) information on the national focal point and the competent authority or authorities;39 and
(c) codes of conduct and good practices. [Brazil: change in Spanish does not change English version]
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK
(DFK 3DUW\ VKDOO PDNH DYDLODEOH WR WKH FOHDULQJKRXVH DQ\ LQIRUPDWLRQ UHTXLUHG E\ WKH SUHVHQW
$JUHHPHQWDVZHOODVLQIRUPDWLRQUHTXLUHGSXUVXDQWWRWKHGHFLVLRQVWDNHQE\WKH&RQIHUHQFHRIWKH
3DUWLHV [Paraguay]
The Conference of the Parties shall examine operational modalities for the clearinghouse on access rights,
including reports on its activities and take decisions with respect to those modalities, no later than its
third meeting.

34
35
36
37
38
39

Chile and Colombia suggest merging (c) and (d).
Colombia expresses reservation about “at all levels”.
Costa Rica suggests moving (e) to article 10.5.
Colombia expresses reservations about the purposes of the clearinghouse and the word “coordination”. Paraguay,
Chile and the Dominican Republic suggest keeping the purposes of the clearing house.
Colombia suggests deleting the list.
Colombia expresses reservations about “focal point”. Paraguay suggests including an article on focal points.
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5. In fulfilment of the commitments assumed under the present Agreement, each Party, to the extent of
its ability, shall promote and facilitate, at the national level:40
(a) capacity-building and guidance for the competent authorities and entities to help them perform
[Argentina: help them perform VXSSRUWWKHH[HFXWLRQRI] their duties under the present Agreement.
These measures may include, inter alia:41
(i) training for officials and authorities to assist and guide42 the public in access to information,
participation and justice in environmental matters;
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSKOHWWHU D  L 
L  WUDLQLQJFDPSDLJQV>Guatemala:campaignsDFWLYLWLHV@RQHQYLURQPHQWDOULJKWVIRUWKHSXEOLF
FLYLOVHUYDQWVDQGQDWLRQDOKXPDQULJKWVLQVWLWXWLRQV[Mexico]
(ii) provisioning of government offices with human and technological resources, including
information and communications technologies, to deliver assistance to the public; and
(iii) ongoing evaluation and improvements consistent with the collection of qualitative and
quantitative information on the environment.43
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSKOHWWHU D  LLL 
LLL RQJRLQJ HYDOXDWLRQ RI WKH FROOHFWLRQ RI TXDOLWDWLYH DQG TXDQWLWDWLYH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH
HQYLURQPHQWDQGLPSURYHPHQWVLQOLQHZLWKVXFKHYDOXDWLRQV [Chile]
6XJJHVWHGDGGLWLRQXQGHUDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSKOHWWHU D 

LY WKHKLULQJRILQWHUSUHWHUVRUWUDQVODWRUVRILQGLJHQRXVODQJXDJHV44 [Peru]

6XJJHVWLRQWRGHOHWHDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSKOHWWHU D  LY [Argentina]
Y  WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI HQYLURQPHQWDO ODZ DZDUHQHVVUDLVLQJ DQG FDSDFLW\EXLOGLQJ
SURJUDPPHVIRUWKHSXEOLFMXGLFLDODQGDGPLQLVWUDWLYHRIILFLDOVQDWLRQDOKXPDQULJKWV
LQVWLWXWLRQVODZHQIRUFHPHQWRIILFHUVDQGRWKHUMXULVWVLQWHUDOLD[Paraguay]
(b) promotion of environmental education and public awareness [Argentina, Paraguay: proposal does not
affect the English version] [Colombia: public awareness] concerning environmental matters [Mexico:
proposal does not affect the English version], so the public will know [Colombia: so the public will

40
41
42
43
44

Mexico suggests moving article 9.8. Colombia expresses reservations on “shall promote and facilitate, at the
national level”.
Colombia suggests not listing the measures. The Dominican Republic suggests considering the instances already
established in each country.
Mexico expresses reservations about “and guide”.
Colombia expresses reservations about “improvements consistent with”. Chile suggests finding a more suitable
location. Mexico suggests keeping it here.
Chile and Paraguay suggest replacing “hiring” with another term.
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know LQRUGHUWRJXLGHWKHSXEOLFRQ] how to proceed to gain access to information, participate in
decision-making and have recourse to justice. These measures may include, inter alia:45
(i) organization of awareness-raising campaigns targeting the general public;46
(ii) promotion, on an ongoing basis, of public access to relevant information, as well as broad
public participation, in education and awareness-raising activities;
(iii)promotion of the establishment [Dominican Republic: RIWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQW@of associations,
organizations or groups that [Dominican Republic: that in order to] help raise awareness
among the public;47
(iv)development and implementation of training and awareness-raising programmes for the
public, especially [disadvantaged groups/persons and groups in vulnerable situations] on
access rights48 [Ecuador: DQG WKH PHFKDQLVPV DYDLODEOH WKDW DOORZ WKRVH ULJKWV WR EH
H[HUFLVHGDQGJXDUDQWHHG];
(v) preparation and dissemination of basic educational modules on access rights for students in
primary and secondary school49 [Chile: in primary and secondary school DW DOO OHYHOV RI
HGXFDWLRQ[Ecuador:IURPSULPDU\VFKRROWRXQLYHUVLW\]]; and


(vi)training for workers, scientists, educators and technical and management personnel.50

6. The Parties shall cooperate, as applicable, with existing global, regional, subregional and national
institutions and organizations. In this context, the Parties may partner with non-governmental,
academic and private [Peru: non-governmental, academic and private FLYLO VRFLHW\ DQG LQGLJHQRXV
SHRSOHV¶] organizations or other relevant stakeholders.
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWVRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK
7KH 3DUWLHV PD\ HVWDEOLVK SDUWQHUVKLSV ZLWK H[LVWLQJ JOREDO UHJLRQDO VXEUHJLRQDO DQG QDWLRQDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV VXFK DV FLYLO VRFLHW\ DFDGHPLF SULYDWH DQG LQGLJHQRXV SHRSOHV¶ RUJDQL]DWLRQV
[Dominican Republic]
7KH 3DUWLHV VKDOO FRRSHUDWH DV DSSOLFDEOH ZLWK HDFK RWKHU DQG ZLWK LQWHUJRYHUQPHQWDO
RUJDQL]DWLRQV LQ RUGHU WR HQKDQFH FDSDFLW\EXLOGLQJ IRU WKH LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH SUHVHQW
$JUHHPHQW [Colombia]
7KH3DUWLHVFRPPLWWRFRRSHUDWLQJZLWKHDFKRWKHUWRLPSOHPHQWWKHSUHVHQW$JUHHPHQW [Mexico,
Costa Rica, Jamaica]


45
46
47
48
49
50

Paraguay suggests harmonizing with paragraph 16 of the preamble.
Mexico notes that this was already covered in (b).
Mexico requests clarification. Antigua and Barbuda and Grenada suggest keeping the original text.
Chile suggests merging (i) and (iv) leaving “programmes” instead of “campaigns”.
Colombia expresses reservations. Suggests moving to (a).
Colombia suggests not limiting it to specific groups.
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7. The Parties commit to adopting measures to create [Jamaica:createVWUHQJWKHQ]technical and scientific
entities to provide support to jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional bodies [Peru: the change does not
affect the English version] on environmental matters, and to strengthen and develop their capacities.51
6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK
7KH3DUWLHVFRPPLWWRDGRSWLQJPHDVXUHVWKDWFDQSURYLGHOHJDOVFLHQWLILFDQGWHFKQLFDONQRZOHGJHWR
VXSSRUWMXGLFLDORUDGPLQLVWUDWLYHERGLHV[Chile]

8. The Parties shall [Colombia: SURJUHVVLYHO\] develop environmental law awareness and capacitybuilding programmes for the public, judicial and administrative officials, national human rights [Peru:
DQGHQYLURQPHQWDO]institutions, law enforcement officers and other jurists [Jamaica: jurists MXVWLFH
VHFWRUDFWRUV], inter alia.

6XJJHVWHGUHGUDIWRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK

7KH 3DUWLHV VKDOO SURPRWH DZDUHQHVVUDLVLQJ DQG FDSDFLW\EXLOGLQJ [Mexico, Argentina: awarenessraising and capacity-building WUDLQLQJ] SURJUDPPHV RQ DFFHVV ULJKWV IRU WKH FRPSHWHQW MXGLFLDO DQG
DGPLQLVWUDWLYHDXWKRULWLHV[Mexico, Argentina:the competent judicial and administrative authoritiesFLYLO
VHUYDQWV@ [Costa Rica, Argentina, Chile]52

9. The Parties shall promote [Peru:  DGRSW DQG H[HFXWH PHFKDQLVPV IRU] Latin American and
Caribbean regional cooperation for the investigation, prosecution and punishment of [Peru: FURVV
ERUGHU] environmental crimes [Argentina: environmental WKDW PD\ KDYH DQ LPSDFW RQ WKH
HQYLURQPHQW@ [Peru: RUZLWKLQWHUQDWLRQDOLPSOLFDWLRQV].53
6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Uruguay]
Article 11
Resources54
1. Each Party, to the extent of its ability, subject to budgetary availability and in accordance with its national
policies, priorities, plans and programmes, commits to provide the resources for national activities that are
needed to fulfil the obligations assumed under the present Agreement.55
6XJJHVWHGGHOHWLRQRIDUWLFOHSDUDJUDSK[Mexico]
2. A fund, to be managed by the secretariat [Jamaica: to be managed by the secretariat XQGHU WKH
JXLGDQFH RI WKH &RQIHUHQFH RI WKH 3DUWLHV], is hereby established to finance [Mexico: finance
VXSSRUW WKH ILQDQFLQJ RI WKH] implementation of the present Agreement to be defined at the
Conference of the Parties in accordance with article 12.

51
52
53
54
55

Peru suggests moving to article 10.5 (a). Colombia suggests reformulating it.
Argentina suggests that there is a similarity with article 10.5 (a) (i). Chile suggests considering a gender approach.
Costa Rica and Jamaica suggest incorporating into article 10.6.
Colombia expresses reservations about this article.
Jamaica notes that this text is not as comprehensive as in other environmental agreements.
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3. The Conference of the Parties shall examine the possibility of establishing other financial provisions by
consensus and technical assistance mechanisms to facilitate implementation of the present Agreement. It
shall also explore additional means of financing for implementation of the present Agreement.56 [Chile:
7KHIXQGPD\UHFHLYHIXQGLQJIURPDYDULHW\RIVRXUFHVLQFOXGLQJFRQWULEXWLRQVIURPWKH3DUWLHV]
[Trinidad and Tobago: 7KH&RQIHUHQFHRIWKH3DUWLHVVKDOOVHHNWRPRELOL]HILQDQFLDOUHVRXUFHVIRUWKH
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIWKLV$JUHHPHQW]

Article 12
Conference of the Parties
1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established.
2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean shall
convene the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties no later than one year after the entry into
force of the present Agreement. Subsequently, ordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties will
be held at regular intervals to be decided by the Conference.
3. Extraordinary meetings of the Conference of the Parties will be held when the Conference deems
necessary or when a Party so requests in writing, provided that within six months of the secretariat’s
notification of the request to the Parties, at least one third of the Parties support the request.
4. At its first meeting, the Conference of the Parties shall:
(a) discuss and approve the rules of procedure for subsequent meetings, including the modalities for
significant participation by the public;
(b) discuss and approve by consensus the Fund and other financial provisions for the functioning of
the bodies of the present Agreement; and,
(c) discuss and approve the rules of procedure and membership of the body created under paragraph 4 of
article 17 of the present Agreement.
5. The Conference of the Parties shall keep implementation and effectiveness of the present Agreement
under permanent review and evaluation. To that effect, it shall:
(a) establish such subsidiary bodies as it deems necessary for implementation of the present Agreement;
(b) cooperate, as applicable, with the competent international organizations and bodies and
intergovernmental and non-governmental entities;
(c) receive communications from the Parties on the lessons learned from the conclusion and
implementation of bilateral and multilateral agreements or other agreements related to the objective of
the present Agreement to which one or several of them are party, and share these with all the Parties;
(d) consider all recommendations made to it pursuant to paragraph 4 of article 17 of the present
Agreement;
(e) prepare and adopt, as applicable, protocols to the present Agreement;
56

Mexico requests clarification.
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(f) examine and adopt proposals to amend the present Agreement in accordance with the provisions
of article 19; and
(g) examine and adopt any additional measures needed to achieve the objective of the present Agreement.
(h) consider the creation and development of standards in relation to environmental information
systems;57, and
(i) develop manuals and propose guidelines for the implementation of public participation in
environmental decision-making.58

Article 13
Right to vote
Each Party to the present Agreement shall have one vote.
Article 14
Presiding Officers
1. At the Conference of the Parties, the Parties shall elect Presiding Officers consisting of at least one
chair and two vice chairs, one of whom will act as rapporteur.
2. The Presiding Officers shall exercise their functions until the next meeting of the Conference of
the Parties.
3. The functions of the Presiding Officers will be:
(a) to support implementation of the present Agreement, with the support of the secretariat;
(b) to convene, along with the secretariat, the meeting of the Conference of the Parties;
(c) to chair the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and ensure compliance with the rules of
procedure; and
(d) to perform other functions derived from agreements reached at the meetings of the Conference of
the Parties.
Article 15
Secretariat
A secretariat is hereby established to exercise the following functions:
(a) convene and prepare the meetings of the Conference of the Parties and its subsidiary bodies and
provide the necessary services;
(b) implement the rules of procedure for participation by the public in meetings of the Conference of
the Parties and its subsidiary bodies;
57
58

Originally paragraph 3 of article 7. It was agreed to address this matter under article 12.
Originally paragraph 11 of article 8. It was agreed to address this matter under article 12.
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(c) provide assistance to the Parties for capacity-building, including the sharing of experiences and
exchange of information and the organization of activities in accordance with article 10 of the
present Agreement; and
(d) perform any other secretariat functions specified in the present Agreement and any other
functions as determined by the Parties.
Article 16
Consultative groups or subsidiary bodies
1. The Conference of the Parties may create specialized technical panels or groups to advise the Parties
on specific issues relevant to implementation of the present Agreement or other issues related to
implementation of access rights [Peru:  ZKLFK VKDOO LQFOXGH UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI FLYLO VRFLHW\ DQG
LQGLJHQRXVJURXSVLQWKHSDQHOV@.
2. The technical panels or groups may be composed of representatives from all the Parties. Meetings of
the technical panels or groups will be open.
Article 1759
Implementation, monitoring and evaluation

1. At the meetings of the Conference of the Parties, the Parties shall report on the policies and measures
(legal, institutional or otherwise) adopted to implement the present Agreement as well as activities
conducted with the public. The Conference of the Parties may adopt individual or collective
recommendations to this effect.
2. With a view to implementing the provisions of the present Agreement, those Parties that are least
developed countries or Caribbean small island developing States shall be taken into account.
3. The secretariat may prepare periodic implementation guidelines and good practices for promoting the
exchange of experiences in fulfilment of the provisions of the present Agreement.
4. A Facilitation and Follow-up Committee is hereby established as a subsidiary body of the Conference
of the Parties, to promote application and support the Parties with implementation of the present
Agreement based on capacity-building and cooperation.
The Committee will be non-adversarial, non-judicial and of a consultative nature to review
compliance of the provisions of the present Agreement and formulate recommendations, with special
attention to the national capacities and circumstances of the Parties. The Committee will allow
appropriate participation by the public and review communications from the Parties, other entities of
the present Agreement and members of the public. It may also submit recommendations for the
consideration of the Conference of the Parties.

59

Consider advances in the implementation of the access rights under the present Agreement (see paragraph 7 (b)
of article 7 [agreed]).
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5. The Conference of the Parties shall establish a peer review mechanism to evaluate observance of the
provisions of the present Agreement. The rules of operation shall ensure effective participation by the
public and will be established by consensus by the Conference of the Parties no later than at its
third meeting.
6. The Conference of the Parties shall evaluate the effectiveness of the present Agreement no later than six
years after the date of its entry into effect, and periodically thereafter at intervals that it will determine.
Article 18
Settlement of disputes
1. If a dispute arises between two or more Parties with regard to the interpretation or implementation of
the present Agreement, these Parties shall endeavour to resolve it through negotiation or any other
means of dispute resolution they consider acceptable.
2. Upon signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the present Agreement, or at any time
thereafter, a Party may indicate in writing to the Depositary, with respect to any disputes not resolved in
accordance with paragraph 1 of the present article, that it agrees to regard as obligatory one or both of the
following means of dispute settlement in its relations with any Party that agrees to the same obligation:
(a) presentation of the dispute to the International Court of Justice; and/or
(b) arbitration in accordance with the procedures that the Conference of the Parties will establish,
as feasible.
3. If the parties to the dispute have accepted both means of dispute settlement mentioned in paragraph 2
of the present article, the dispute may be submitted only to the International Court of Justice, unless
the parties agree otherwise.

Article 19
Amendments
1. Amendments to the present Agreement may be proposed by any Party.
2. Amendments to the present Agreement shall be adopted at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
The text of any proposed amendment shall be communicated to the Parties by the secretariat at least
six months before the meeting at which it is proposed for adoption. The secretariat shall also
communicate the proposed amendment to the signatories to the present Agreement and, for
information, to the Depositary.
3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreement on any proposed amendment to the present
Agreement by consensus. If all efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no agreement reached,
the amendment shall as a last resort be adopted by a three-fourths majority vote of the Parties present
and voting at the meeting.
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4. An adopted amendment shall be communicated by the Depositary to all Parties for ratification,
acceptance or approval.
5. Ratification, acceptance or approval of an amendment shall be notified to the Depositary in writing.
An amendment adopted in accordance with paragraph 3 of the present article shall enter into force for
the Parties having consented to be bound by it on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of
instruments of ratification, acceptance or approval by at least three fourths of the number of Parties
that were Parties at the time at which the amendment was adopted. Thereafter, the amendment shall
enter into force for any other Party on the ninetieth day after the date on which that Party deposits its
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of the amendment.
Article 20
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession
1. The present Agreement may be signed by any of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean
included in annex 1 at (city, country) on (date), and thereafter at the United Nations headquarters in
New York until (date).
2. The present Agreement will be subject to the ratification, acceptance or approval of the States that
have signed it. The Agreement will be open to accession by any country in Latin America and the
Caribbean included in annex 1 starting on the day following the deadline for signing the Agreement.
Instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession will be deposited with the Depositary.
3. The States are encouraged to transmit, at the time of their ratification, acceptance, or approval of the
Agreement or accession to it, information to the secretariat on the measures they will take to comply
with the provisions of the present Agreement.

Article 21
Entry into force
1. The present Agreement will enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date on which the fifth
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession has been deposited.
2. With respect to each State that ratifies, accepts or approves the present Agreement or accedes to it after the
fifth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession has been deposited, the present
Agreement will enter into effect on the ninetieth day after the date on which the State has deposited its
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

Article 22
Reservations
No reservations may be made to the present Agreement.
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Article 23
Withdrawal
1. At any time after a period of three years from the effective date of the present Agreement with respect to a
Party, that Party may withdraw the present Agreement by providing written notification to the Depositary.
2. The withdrawal will take effect one year after the date of which the Depositary receives the
corresponding notification, or thereafter, on the date indicated in the notification.
Article 24
Depositary
The Secretary-General of the United Nations will be the Depositary for the present Agreement.
Article 25
Authentic texts
The original of the present Agreement, whose texts (Spanish and English) are equally authentic, will be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present Agreement.
DONE at (city, country) on (date).
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Antigua and Barbuda
Argentina
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Bolivia (Plurinational State of)
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Grenada
Guatemala
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Guyana
Haiti
Honduras
Jamaica
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Saint Kitts and Nevis
Saint Lucia
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago
Uruguay
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

