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NOTEkBY THE SECRETARIAT ON JOINT ECLA/UNCTAD/UNIDO ACTIVITIES 
RELATING TO THE PROMOTION OF EXPORTS OF MANUFACTURES 

At a special session of the Executive Secretaries of the United. 
Nations Regional Economic Commission held from 25 to 27 January 1967 
a decision was adopted to combine activities and resources in a 
United Nations programme for the promotion of export from the developing 
countries. 

Over the years the regional economic commissions have accumulated 
substantial knowledge with regard to the industrial development and trade 
expansion of the countries of their regions and have become important 
instruments for policy discussion and action formulation in these fields. 
Since their inception, the technical assistance and pre-invcstment programmes 
of the United Nations - recently merged into tho United Nations Development r" 
Programme (UNDP) - have been an important source of help to the developing 
countries in industry and trade. UNCTAD was crcated in 1964 for study and 
action towards improvement of the trade position of the developing countries, 
with export promotion of manufactures and semi-manufactures being one of its 
matters of major concern and placed as one of tho principal items on the 
agenda of the second session of UNCTAD. The most newly created United 
Nations organization, UNIDO, is expected to play an active and prominent 
role in helping to create and expand the export industries of the 
developing countries. 
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The participants in the spccial session ̂ l̂orc convinced, that a joint 
United Nations programme xirould help moot the expectations of the member 
countries and ensure the best utilization of the resources of the 
United Nations. 

As a first step in the programme, a review will bo made between now 
and the next session of the Executive Secretaries in Geneva in July of this 
year of the specific needs in each region and the most appropriate forms 
United Nations activities and assistance could take (in particular how to 
buttress individual governmental efforts or inter-governmental endeavours 
such as regional training facilities; joint export promotion schemes built 
around specific goods or groups of countries, ots.). Activities currently 
being pursued or envisaged are being immediately co-ordinated among all 
concerned. 

The programme is conceived as an open co-operative effort in which 
it is hoped that other organizations of the United Nations family may join. 
Consultations to this effect will be arranged. 

The Secretariat of the Economic Commission for Latin America has been 
engaged, since 1965 in a joint UNCTAD/ECLA project for the promotion of 
exports of Latin American manufactures. 

In the first stage, of this project a series of studies on the short-
term prospects for the exports of manufactures and semi-manufactures in 
several Latin American countries have been prepared. This project was 
endorsed by the II Meeting at the Ministerial Level of the Ad Hoc Committee 
on Latin American Co-ordination (CECLA) hold in Buenos Aires in May 1966 

(resolution 2/66), The studies are mainly focussed on the question of 
supply and their purpose is to illustrate the potential short-term export 
capacity of the countries, and the extensive field of action opened to the 
governments concerned, rather than to propose specific programmes. 

/A revised 
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A revised version of the studies on Argentine, Brazil and Chile - the 
first drafts of which were submitted to the III Meeting at the Expert 
Level of CECLA in Mexico City, 11 to 23 July 1966 - are expected to be 
presented to the II Session of the Committee of Manufactures of UNCTAD 
scheduled for July 1967» The studies on Colombia and Venezuela are 
nearing completion and the study on Uruguay has been initiated. If 
satisfactory progress is made, preliminary versions of these studies 
will also be presented to the same session. 


